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TESTIMONIES

CONCERNING

HUGO GROTIUSS

Affe@ion for the Chy rch of ENGLAND .

TO THE READER,.

AVING the Jollzoing Letters fiom that
maft excellent and Joarned Perfin Henry
Newton, Ambaflador Extraordina Y Jrom the
moft Serene Queen of Great-Britain, 2 Jjs
Royal Highnefs the moft Serene Grand Dupe
of Tufcany, whofe fingular Goodnefs I am
very much indebted 5 T thought [ Jhould do 4
very acecptable Thing ta oll who fove ¢, Naue
of Grotius, and ny Saall Honour to the Churely
of England, 7 1 publifhed them bere, I i
pears plainly Jrom them, that ihis very preat
4 3 Men



TO THE READER.

Man bad the higheft Opinion of the Church of
England, and would moft willingly bave lived
m 1, if be could.  Make the beft Ufe of them

you cai, therefore, Courteous Reader, and

continue o bave a good Opinion of a Man
that deferved fo well -of the whole Body of

Chriftrans.

I. HENRY
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HENRY NEWTON

T O

PETER HIERON. BARCELLINUS.
Abbot of St. Eufebius de Urbe.

EING at length returned fafe and well to

[lorence from Leghornand Pifa,where through
the Intemperatenefs of the Air I was very near
contracting a Iever; the firft Thing I had to do,
moft excellent Baircellinus, being furnithed with
the moft noble Library of the illuftrious Meglia-
bechins, was to difcharge my Promife concerning
that great Man Hrgo Grotins, and to fhew from
his Writings, particularly his Letters, 11 which
Truth, Candour, Integrity of Heart, and the
inward Thoughts of his Mind are difcovered ;
how hizhly he thought and wrote concerning us
all his Life-time, and a little before his Depar-
ture, and when Death and Immortality were 1in
his View, I know what was faid of him by that
principal Man of his Rank Peravirs, and alfo
Brietins and Valcfins, and many other celebrated
Men of your Communion, who wiflied well and
favourably to a Man born for the publick Good
of Chrifhianity. It is known to all, how greatly
he {uffered in Goods, Honour, and Report from
the Calvinifts, both in his own Country and in

L 4 his
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his Banithment even after he was advanced to a
higher Rank by Foreigners ; and how much the
Heats of Controverfy (whilft he fer his Mind
upon this one Thing, to eftablifh Peace m the
Commonwealthand between the Churches, which
highly difpleafed many; a ftrange and grievous
Thing!) fretted that Difpolition, which was
otherwile peaceable and modeft, after he faw
himfelf treated in fuch an unworthy Manner by
his own I'riends; and {fometimes prevailed over
that meck Wiidom which was in him both by
Nature and Judgement.  Yet thele did not hin-
der his Son, who was alfo a great Man, from
Javing thofe Things which I {hajl prefently add,
concerning his Father, 12 that great Prince,Charles
the Second of Great-Britain, fo cwhom be dedicated
his Father's 11 orks, and 1n him toall others; and
this when he had no Reafon to flatter or fear him,
becaule, to the Commonwealth, he was of the
contrary art to Chailes’s Sittes’s Son; and be-
caufe he was a private Man, wedded to a Coun-
ery and leayned Life, and an old Man, not far
from Death, nor confcquently from Liberty : For
nc publithed his Father's Works, but faw them
ot after they were publifhed ; and his own Life
is to be feen and read with the Life of his Fa-
ther in the fame Volume.  “ Ior thou,” fays
Pelei Grotins, * art he alone, whom, if not the
“areater, vet the wifer Part of the Chriftian
Wozld have for a long Time acknowledged
for their Protector. Thou art he, to whofe Pro-
leioi or Defenee, the Chrithan Fuith willingly
commits itfelf; inwhofe Kingdoms principally,
that Knowledge of the Sacred Writings, that
Worthipof the Deity, thatModeration of thetoo
free luxercife of Liberty, in difputing concern-
ing the fecret Doétrines of Faith, 1s eitablifhed ;
wiofe Agrcement with which the Author, my
> “ Iather,
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« Father, has long fince declared, and publickly
« profefled in his Writings.”

Hear now Hugo Grotins’s own Words, how
he exprefles his own Senfe, in his Epiftle to Fo-
hannis Corvinis,dated inthe Year MDCXXXVIII.
who was not an Luglifb but a Dutch Divine, of
another Church, and alfo a Lawyer, and confe-
quently fkilled in Matters both Divine and Hu-
man ; concerning the Reformation of Religion
made among us in the laft Zge. “ You fec how
« great a Progrels they have made in England, in
« purging out pernicious Doctrines; chiefly for
« this Reafon, becaufe they who undertook that
« holy Work, admitted of nothing new, nothing
« of their own, but had their Eyes wholly fixed
« upon another World.” Then was it in a Hou-
rifhing Condition, before a Civil War broke out,
before the King was vanquifbed, taken Captive,
condemned and beheaded; and it afterwards
fprung up and Hourifhed again contrary to all
human Hopes, when his Son returned to the
Throne of his Anceftors, to the Surprize of all
Eurape, and, after various Turns, Threats, and
Fears, continues ftill to Hourtfh fecure and
unhurt.

Nor had he only a good Opinion of the Church
of Lugland himfelf, but alfo advifed his Iriends
in Holtand, who were of his Party, and, which
was no fmall Thing, who jomed with lmm 1n
partaking of the fame Danger and Loffes, to take
holy Orders from our Bifhops ; whom it 1s cer-
rain he did not believe, nor would have others
believe, to be fchifmatical, or heretical, upon
that Account. He addreffes his Brother in thele
Words, « I would perfuade them (that 1s, the
““ Remonftrants) to appoint fome amongft them
“ 1n a more eminent Station, fuch as Bifhops;
“ and that they receive the laying on of Hands

| “ {from
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« from the frifb Archbithop who is there, and
« that when they are {o ordained, they afterwards
« ordain other Paftors ;” and thisin the Begin-
ning of the Year MDCXLYV, which was fatal
to him, and unfortunate to Learning itfelf. The
Bifhop hehere fpeaks of 1s, 1f I be not miftaken,
Fobu Bramball, who was at that Time Bifhop of
Loundonderry, 1n Ircland, and, at the Reftoration
of King Charles 11, Archblflwp of Armagh, and,
next to " the moft learned Ulher, Primate of Jrc-
land, and who afterwards in that Country pub-
lithed a Vindicatien of our Church againft M;-
leterins. See alfo what is {aid to the fame Perfon,
~April 8, in the Year MDCXLYV, concerning
the pubhck Worthip of God amontri’c us. ““ The
 [uglifh Liturgy was always accounted the beft
“ =11 learned Men.”
It feems very probable that this Man, who
. calls the Reformation of the Church of Enpland
~a moft Hely IWork; who believed that the Holy
- Orders given and reccived from the Bifhops
~ of that Chuu:h and the Rites '1pp01ntcd about
Holy Things, and the prefcribed form of wor-
thipping the fupreme Deity, exceeded all other
Churches in the Chriftian World: would have
joined himfelf to that Church, as well in out.-
ward Worfhip as in the Judgment of his Mind;
and fo have become now really, what he before
was 111 With, a Member ¢fthe Catholick Church,
But iic was never able to eftect the Thing, be-
caufec Death immediately after overtook himj;
for in the fame Year he went from France to
Stockholn to refign his Ambaffadorfhip, and re-
turning from thence home, and having {uffered
Shipwreck, he departed this Life at Roffock, on
the 28th of Augnff: a Man never enough to be
lamented, becaule Study and Learning decayed
with him; and never cnough to be prailed,
upon
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upon the Account of what he began and finifhed
m all Parts of Learning. He was a great Lover

eace, iIf Truth was not injured (always
hzmn Regard to Times and Ditferences) and
of the antient Church Government (freed from
Abufes) as it was fettled from the Beginning in
England, and as it was from the very Apof’clcs
Time, if we may believe kcclefiaftical Annals.
He always ftudied and confulted the Peace of
Empires and Churches, both in his Difcourfes,
and Dy his Example, and Writings; may he be
rewarded with God and our common Lord! and

may the Memoey of him be ever grateful to
Yofterity,  Farewell.

Florence X11. of the Kaleuds of May,
MDCCVI,

II. HENRY
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11

"HENRY NEWTON

T O

JOHN CLERC.

OST Learned Sir, 1 fend you a new and
ample Teftimony concerning Hugo Gro-
?ius, more weighty than the former, 1f we con-
fider the Author’s Dignity in the Commonwealth,
or his Knowledge of Things, or that it was writ
while Grosizs was alive. It is taken from Letters
to that great Prelate /William Land, then Archbi-
thop of Canterbury, with whom he often had
Correfpondence by Letters; they were written
trom Paris, Oftober 24, Gregorian Style, 1n the
Year MDCXXXVII], and were procured me
lately out of Eugland, by the Kindnefs of that
moft illuftrious Perfon, jfohn Lord Sommers,
formerly High Chancellor of that flourifhing
Kingdom, then Prefident of the Law, now* of
the Council. In thofe Letters that moft illuftri-
ous Yifcount Scudamore, at the Time Ambaflador
tor our Nation in France, has the following
Words concerning Grotius.
“ The next Time I {fee Ambaflador Grotius,
“ ] will not tail to perform your Commands con-
“ cerning

* In thic Year, 1709, be awas Prefident of the Privy Council
ta her Moft Serene Majefly,
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* cerning him, Certainly, my Lord, I am per-
“ fuaded that he doth unfeignedly and highly

“ be ft;r the Church of Lngland, and gives this

* Judgment of it, that jr is the likelieft o [aft
““ of any Church this Day in being.

Genoa XVIL, of the Kalends of F ebruary,
MDCCVII,

HI. FRAN.
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IIIl

FRANCIS CHOLMONDLY

T O

ALEXANDER FORRESTER.

HAT which you defire to know of me con-
cerning Hugo Grotins, who was one of the
greateft Men that ever any Age produced, 1s this.
It happened that I came to Paris a little after the
Tranfaction of that Matter. Being very well ac-
quainted with Dr. Crowder, he often told me with
Affurance, that it was the laft Advice this great
Man gave to his Wife, as he thought it was his
Duty, that he declared he died in the Communion
of the Church ot England, 1n which Church he
wifhed herto live.  This fhe difcovered when the
came on Purpofe to our Church (which was in the
Houfe of Richard Brown, who wasthen in France
upon the King of Eugland’s Account) where fhe
received the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at
the Hands of Dr. Growder, then Chaplain to the
Duke of 2urk.  This was done as {foon as Mat-
ters would permit, after the Death of that Man,
Archbithop Bramball, Primate of Irelaud, 1n De-
fence of him{elf and the Epifcopal Clergy, againft
Richard Baxter, the Prefbytertan’s Accufation of
Popery, {peaks thus concerning the Religion of
Grotins, . 21. “ He was a lriend 1n his Ai-
« fe&tion to the Church of Englond, and a true
I - ‘:} Son

(=
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¢« Son in his Love for it: he commended it to
« his Wife and other Friends, and was the Caufe
« of their firmly adhering to 1t, as far as they had
« Opportunity. I myfelf, and many others, have
« {een his Wife obeying the Commands of her
« Hufband, as the openly teftified, in coming to
« our Prayers, and the Ceclebration of the Sa-
« crament.” When Matthew Turner, a great
Friend of Grotins’s, defired to know why he did
not go over to the Communion of the Church of
England, he anfwered, that he would very wil-
lingly have donc it, if the Office of Ambaffador
to Swedeland had not hindered it.  Otherwife he
very highly approved of our Doctrine and Difci-
- pline, and wiihed to live and die in our Com-
munion. If any one thinks that he can know
Grotins’s Mind better from Conjectures and Infe-
. reaces, or that he diffembled 1t before his Wile
and Children, let him enjoy his own Opinion, he
will not have many agree with him, Farewell.

Fune 23, MDCCVII,

Fam
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From another Leticr, dated O&ob. 6,
MDCCVIII.

- T lately told you very fully what I knew of the
Widow of that great Man Hugo Grotius.  After-
wards I called to Mind, that that pious and fin-

gular good Man, Sir Speucer Compton, Knt. Son of

the Earl of Northampton, told me he was prefent
when Grotius’s Widow profefled this, and recelved
the Sacrament.

T

"".'- T,
L.; jr-:.-dll-i ‘--l
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