- -y

- ;" * 1 * [ ]
f . "'.‘.r . - -
-~ f; » * / 4 ! A f:‘_f-"‘-' T .r"j.} -
“ 3 ' Iy Y. - R/
1 . . f} - f ﬁ L L Y H--r .C x n./__,. . t - l." .
7 THE

TRUTH

OF THE

Chriftian Religion.

IN SIX BOOKS.

By HUGO GROTIUS.

CORRECTED AND ILLUSTRATED WITH

NOTES BY MR. LE CLERC,

TO WHICH 1S ADDED,

A Scventu Booxk, concerning this Queftion,

What Chriftian Church awe ought to join ourfelves to 2

By the faid Mr. Le CLErc.

b

THE TENTH EDITION, WITH ADDITIONS.

Particularly one whole Book of Mr. Le CLerc’s againft
Indiffercuce of avhat Rd{gfau a Man s zj;‘:

DONE INTO ENGLISH

By JOHN CLARKE, D. D. Dzan of Sarum.

LONDORU .

Printed for B, Law and Son, W. OTr1DGE, R. BALDWIX,
and F, and C. RivincToN.

MDCCXCIII,



[ 179 ]

RO OK IV.

SECT. L

A particular Confutation ef the Religions that differ
[from Chriftianty.

HE Fourth Book (beginning with that

Pleafure Men for the moft Part take at the
Sight of other Men’s Danger, when they them-
felves are placed out of the Reach of it;) fhews,
that the principal Aim of a Chriftian ought to be,
not only a Satisfaétion upon his having found out
the Truth himfelf, but alfo an Endeavour to aflitt
others, who wander in various crooked Paths of
Error, and to make -them Partakers of the fame
Happinefs. And this we have in fome Meafure
attempted to do in the foregoing Books, becaufe
the Demonftration of the Truth contains in it
the Confutation of Error. But, however, fince
the particular Sorts of Religion, which are op-
pofed to Chnftianity ; as Paganifm, Judaifn, or
Mahometanifm, for Initance; befides that which
1s common to all, have fome particular Errors,
and fome fpecial Arguments, which they ufe to
oppole us with; I think 1t may not be foreign to
our prefent Purpofe, to attempt a particular Toxa-
mination of every one of them. In the mean Time,
befeeching our Readers to free their Judgment
from all Paflion and Prejudice, which clog the
Underftanding; that they may the more impat-
tially determine concerning what is to be faid.

N 2 SECT,
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SECT. 1L

And firft of Paganifin.  Thet there is but one Goz.
That created Beings are either good or bad. That
the gocd are not to be worfbipped without the i
inand of the Supreme God.

AND firft againft the Heathens, we fay, if
they fuppofe many Gods, eternal and equal, this 1s
fufficiently confuted in the firft Book; where we
have {hewn that there is but one God, the Caulfe
of all Things. If by Gods, they mean created
Beings fupertor to Man, thefe are either good or
bad; if they fay they are good, they ought in
the firlt Place to be very well affured of this,
(2) left they fall into great Danger, by entertain-

mng
(a) Left they fall into great Danger, &c.] 3 Cor, ¥1i. 14

Porghyry in his Second Book about abftaining from cating
Animals, fays, that < By thofe who are oppofite (o the Gals,)
¢« all Witcheraft is performed; for both thefe and their
¢¢ Chicf are worfhipped by all fuch as work Evil upon Men's
‘ Fancies, by Enchantments; for they have a Power 1o de-
¢ ceive, by working ftrange Things: By them evil Spirts
¢ nrepare Philtres and Love Potions: All Incontinence, and
Love of Riches and Honour, dnd cfpecially Deceit, pro-
 ceed from them; for it is natural for tuem to lye: they
« are willing to be thousht Gods; and the higheft of them
s 1n Powers 10 be eltcemed God.” And atierwards concern-
iny the Euyprian Pricits: ¢ Thefe put it pakt all Difpute,
‘that there ae a hind of Beings, who give themfelves
*“ gp 1o deceive ; of viious Shapes and Sorts; Diffemblers,
“ fometimes afluming the Form of Gods or Demons, or of
¢ Souls of desd Men; and by this Means they can effed
¢ any feeming Good or Evil; but as to Things really good
 in themfelves, fuch a5 thofe belonging to the Soul; of
¢+ yroducing thefe, they have no Power, neither have they
t« any Kuowledge of them; but they abufe their Leifure,
i mack others, and hinder thofe who walk in the Way
 of Virtae ; they are filled with Pride, and delight 1 Per-
¢ fumes and Sacrifice.”  And drwobiuvs, Book 1V, againit
the Goutitee: ¢ Vhus tiie Mogicins, Brethren to the Sooth-
v Goyers da dbelr Adicns, menddon ceptain Beings, oppofite

€ I:-J



Sed, 2,7,  CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 181

ing Enemies inftead of F riends; Deferters inftead
of Ambaffadors. And Reafon alfo requires, that
there fhould be fome mantfeft Difference in the
Worthip, betwixt the Supreme God, and thefe
Beings: And further, we ought to know of what
Rank thefe Beings are, what Benefit we may ex-
pect from any of them, and what Honour the
Supreme King would have us pay to them. All
which Things being wanting 1n their Religion, it
fufhiciently appears from thence, that there is no-
thing of Certainty in it; and 1t would be much
fafer for them to betake themfelves to the Wor-
thip of the one Supreme God; (@) which even
Plato owned to be the Duty of a wife Man;
becaufe as good Beings are the Minifters of the
Supreme God, (&) they cannot but be aflifting to
fuch as are in Favour with him.

S ECT. Il

A Proof that evil Spirits were worfbipped by the
Heathen, and the Unfitnefs of it frecon.,

BUT that the Spirits to which the Heathen
pard their Worthip, were cvil, and not good,
appears from many {ubftantial Arguments.  Firft,

N 3 becaufe

¢ to God, who often 1mpofe upon Men for true Gods.  And
*¢ thefe are certain Spirits of groffer Matter, who feign
““ themfelves to be Gods.”  Not to tranferibe too much, we
ind fomething to the fame Purpofe in Famblickas, concerning:

the Egyptian Myferies, Book III. Chap. 33, and Book IV,
Chap. 117.

(a) Which cven Plato swomed; &c] ¢ Fupiter is worfhip-
 ped by us, and other Gads by others.” The Words are

quoted by Origer, in his Eighth Book againft Celfus,

) Tlffy canuot bt be ﬁﬁﬁffrg, &C.] This 15 very well
vrofecated by druebins, Book 111,



1]

152 OF THE TRUTH OF THE  Book IV,

(2) becaufe they did not dire¢t their Worthippers
to the Worthip of the Supreme God; but did as
much as they could to {upprefs fuch Worfhip, or
at leaft, were willing in every Thing to be equalled
with the Supreme God in Worfhip, Secondly,
becaufe they were the Caufe of the greateft Mif-
chiefs coming upon the Worfhippers of the one
Supreme God, provoking the Magiftrates and the
People, to infiict Punithments upon them: For
though they allowed their Poets the Liberty to ce-
lebrate the Murders and Adulteries of their Gods:
and the Epicurcans, to banifh the Divine Providence
out of the Woerld; nor was there any other Re-
ligion {o difagrecable 1n 1ts Rites, but they ad-
mitted it into their Society, as the Egyptian, Phry-
giain, Greex, and Tufean Rites at Rome; () yet
the Fews were every where ridiculed, as appears
from their Satires and Epigrams, (¢) and were
fometimes banithed, (4) and the Chrnflians had
morcover the moft cruel Punmifhments mficted upon
them: For which there can be no other Reafon af-
figned, bur becaufe thefe two Sects worfhipped ane
God, whofe Honour the Gods they eftablifhed op-
pofed, betng more jezlous of him than of one ano-
ther. Thirdly, from the Manner of their Worlhip,

fuch

(@) Becanfe they did wot dire?, &c.]  'This 1s very well
ticated of by wwgaffin, Book X. Chap. 14, 16, 19, of his

City of God,

(b} Yer the Jows auere every awhere riditubed, &:C,] ¢ As be.
‘“ ing cropt, circumcifed, Sabbath-keepers, Worthippers of
¢« the Clouds and Heavens, merciful to Swine.”

(¢} Aud acere fometines banifbcd, &c.] Fofephus, XVIIL s,
Tacitns, Annal, 11, Seneca, Epift, XTX,  Aeis, xviite 1, Swe-
towius \n 7 iberins, Chﬂp. 20.

(d) Aud the Chiiftians bad morecver, S:C.] Fucitns Annal,
XV, to which that of Fuwvena! relates.
wn Lhe a Toreh fball burn,

As they webo flaming fland, fifled evith Smoke,
And avitn their Body's Print bave marked the Gronel,
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fuch as is unworthy of a good and virtuous Mind ;
(4) by human Blood, (2) by Men’s running naked
about their Temples, (¢) by Games and Dancings,
flled with Uncleannefs; fuch are now to be feen
amongft the People of America and Africa, who
are overwhelmed in the Darknefs of Heatheni{m.
Nay, more than this; there were of old, and flill
are, People who worthip evil Spirits, which they
know and own to be fuch; (d) as the Arimaies of
the Perfiains, the Cacodemens of the Greeks, (¢) and
the Vejoves of the Latins; and fome of the Eshi-
opians and Fidiaws now have others; than which,
nothing can be imagined more impious. or
what elfe is religious Worthip, but a Teltimony
of the exceeding Goodnefs which you acknow-
Jedge to be in him whom you worthip; which, it
it be paid to an evil Spirit, is falfe and counter-
feir, and comprehends in it the Sin of Rebellion ;
becaufe the Honour dug to the King, 1s not only
raken from him, but transferred to a Deferter and
his Enemy. And 1t is a foolith Opinion, to 1ma-
gine that a good God will not revenge this, be-
caufe that is not agreeable to his Goodnefs; (f) for

N 4 Clemency,

(@) By humar Blowd, &c,] See what was faid of this,
Book 11.

(6} By Men's rvinning naked about, &C.-{ As in thetr Rites
dedicated to Pan.  see Livy, Book 1. Plutarch . Antoninus,
and others.

(f) B,}' Ganes ﬂ”d Dﬂ;_r(,"-{e‘;, &{‘,‘.] .AS ill thﬂ Ritf:s OF F[-!??'ﬂ,
Sce Owuid’s Fafti, Book IV, and Tatian, and Origes, 1n his
Eighth againft Celfus,

(d) 4s the Arimancs of the Perfians, &c.] See Plutarch’s
Jfis and Ofpris, and Disgenes Lagrtins n his Preface. See alfo
Tlomas Stanley, of the Philofophy of the Perfans: and our
Obfervations upon the Word Arimanes in the Index. Le Clere,

(¢) And the Vejoves of the Latins, &¢,] Cicera, Book 111
of the Nature of the Gods,

(f) For Clemency if it be reafonable, &c.] ¢ How can you

*“ love, unlels you be afraid not to love 2’ Terundlian Yirlk
againtt Marcion,

!
{
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Clemency, if it be reafonable, hath its propey
bounds; and where the Crimes are very great,
Juftice itfelf forefees Punifhment, as it were,
neceflary. Nor are they lefs blameable, who fay,
that they are driven by Fear to pay Obedience to
evil Spirits ; for He who is infinitely good, is alfo
1n the higheft Degree ready to communicate ; and
therefore all other Beings were produced by him.
And 1if 1t be fo, it will follow that he hath an ab-
folute Right over all Creatures, as his own Work-
manthip; fo that nothing can be done by any of
them, if He defires to hinder it: Which being
granted, we may eafily collect that evil Spirits
cannot hurt him wha is in Favour with the Motk
High God, who is infinitely good; any further,
than that God fuffers it to be done for the Sake of
fome Good. Nor canany Thing be obtained of
evil Epirits, but what ought to be refufed ; (4) be-
caufe a bad Being, when he counterfeits one that
is good, is then worft ;" and (4) the Gifis of Ene
mies are only Snares.

SECT., 1V,
Againft the Heathen IVorfbip paid to departed Men,

THERE have been, and now are, Heathens,

who {ay that they pay Worthip to the Souls of
Men ceparted this Life. Butherein the firft Place,
this Worthip s alfo to be diftinguifhed by mani-
feft Tokens, from the Worthip of the Supreme
God. Defides, our ravers to them arc to no Pur-
pofe, 1f thofe Souls cannot alift us in any Thing ;

and

(#) Becaufe a bad Being, &c.] Sce the Veifes of Syras the
Alimick,

{6} The Gifts of Enenmies are orily Suares, &c.]  Sophacles,

" Bueries Gyts are wo Gyles wo Alvantage,
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and their Worfhippers are not affured of this, nor
is there any more reafon to afhrm that they can,
than that they cannot: And what is worft of all,
is, that thofe Men who are thus had in Honour,
are found to have been Men remarkable for very
oreat Vices. A drunken Bacchis, an effeminate
Hercules, a Romulus, unnatural to his Brother, and
a Fupiter,as unnatural to hisFather. So that their
Honour is a Reproach to the true God, and that
Goodnefs, which is well-pleafing to him; {«) be-
caufe it adds a Commendation from Religion, to
thofe Vices, which are futhciently flattering of
themfelves,

SECT. V.
Avainft the Wosfbip given to the Slars and Eleients,

(4) MORE ancient than this was the Worfhip
of the Stars, and what we call the Elements, Fire,
Water, Air, and Earth; which was indeed a very
oreat Error. For Prayers are a principal Part of
religious Worthip, which, to put up to any but
Beings that have Underftanding is very foolifh ;
and that what we call the Elements are not {uch,

is,

(@) Becafe it adds @ Commendation, &c.} See an Example
hereof in Terewce’s Eunnch, A€ 1L Scene V. Cyprian.
Epiith I, ¢ They imitate thofe Gods they worlkip; the
““ Religion of thofe wretched Creatures s made up of Sin.
«« dAngnflive, Bpift, CLIL. Nothing renders Men fo unfoci-
¢ able, by Perverfenefs of Life, as the Imutation of thofe
‘¢ yhom they commend and deferibe in their Writings,” Chal-
cidins in Timeens 3 *° So 1t comes to pals, that inflead of that
¢ Gratitude that 1s due to Divine Providence from Men, for
“ their Original and Birth, they return Sacrilege,”  See the
whole Place.

([z) Mure ancient than thie, &'C.] There are Rezfons to per-
fuade us that Idolatry bigan with thic Worfhip of Angels and
the Souls of Nen, as you may fec in the Index to the Oriental
Phitofephy, at the Word Idoduria,  Le Clerc,

Yy
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1s evident ina good Mealurcfrom Expertence. 1f
any one aflirms otherwife of the Stars, he has no
Proofof it, becaufe no fuch Thing can be gathered
from their Operations, which are the only Signs
to judge of Beings b} But the contrary may be
{ufficiently collected from the Motion of them,
which is not various like that of Creatures endued
with Freedom of Wil (4) but certain and deter-
minate. We have elfewhere thewn, that the Courfe
of the Stars 1s adapted to the Ufe of Man; whence
Man ought to acknowledge, that he, in his better
Part, bears a nearer refemblance to God, and is
¢carer to him; and therefore ought not to dero-
cate fo much from his own high birth, as to ]J]'ICC
hlmfclt below thefe things which God has oiven
him; and he ought to give e God Thanks for them,
which is more “than they can do for themfclves
Qr at leaft more than we are aflured of.

SECT VL
Againft the Worfhip grven io biule Creatuyes.

BUT that which 1s of all Things moft abomina-
ble, is that fome Men, particularly the Lg yptians,
(4) fell into the Worﬂup even of Beafts. For,
though in fome of them there do appear,asitwere,
fome Shadow of Underftanding, yct it 1s nothmfr
compared with Man; forthey cannot exprefs theiy
an’lld Conccptlons, cither by diftinét Words or

Writings ;

(@) But certain and determinate, &c.] By which Argugent
a certain King of Perwz was perfuaded to deny that the Sun

could be a God. See the Hiftory of the Zucas.

(6) Fell ints the Worfbip even of Beafls, &c.] Concerning
whom, Philb, in his Embally, fays, ¢ They eftcem Dogs,
¢ Wolves, Lions, Crocodiles, and many other wild Crea-
¢¢ tures 1n the Water and on the Land, and Birds, as Gods.™

To which may be added, a long Dlﬁ:ﬂurfc of thrs Matter, in
the Firlk Book of Disdorns § :cnfm.
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Writings ; nordothey perform Actions ot different
Kinds, nor thofe of the fame Kind, in a different
Manner; and much lefs can they attain to the
Knowledge of Numbers, Magnitude, and of the
Cceleftial Motions. But on the other Hand, (a)
Man, by his Cunning and Subtilty, can catch the
ftrongeft Creatures, wild Beafts, Birds, or Fithes;
and can in fome Meafure bring them under Rules,
as Elephants, Lions, Horfcs, and Oxen; he can
draw Advantage to himfelf, out of thofe that are
moft hurtful, as Phyfick from Vipers; and this
Ufe may be made of them all, which themielves

dl€

(a) Max by bis Crnning and Subiilty, &¢.] Eau;f:-f'dc.r in olus,
Man bas but little Strengeh,
Yet cany by wvaris Art,
Tame the avildeft Creatnres
{u Sea, or Larth, or Air,

And Autiphn :

‘Tb;y 2:5 11 S{nwg!b, ave thent i A rty exceed.

Which affords us no bad Explication of Gerefis 1, 26, and
Plaln viii, 8, He, that defires a large Difcourfe of this Mat.
ter, may lock into Oppianus, in the Beginning of his Fifth
Book of Fithing, and Bafi/’s Teath Homily on the Six Days
of Creation. Origen, in his Fourth Book againft Celfus, has thefe
Words: ¢ And hence you may learn, for how great a Helo
¢« our Undcriianding was given us, and how for it exceeds all
the Weapons of wild Bealts; for our Bodies are much
weaker than thofe of other Creatures, and vaftly lefs than
fome of them; yet by our Underftanding, we bring wild
Beafts under our Power, and hunt huge Elephants; and
¢ thofc whofe Nature 1s fuch, that they may be tamed, we
¢« make {ubject to us; and thofe that are of a different Na-
ture, or the taming of which feems to be of no Ufe to us,
we manage thefe wild Beafts with fuch Safety, that as we
will, we keep them thut vp, or, if we want their Flelh
for Meat, we kill them as we do other Creatures that are
¢« not wikl,  Whence it appears that the Creator made all
¢ Jiving Creatures fubjedt to him, who 1s endued with Rea-
« fon, and a Narure capable of undedtanding him,”  Clan-
dius Neagolita.us, in Porphyry’s Firlt Book againft eating living
Creatures, {peaks thus concerning Man: ¢ He 1s Lord over

all Creatures void of Reafon, as God 1s over Man,”
G

£C
(11
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88 OF THE TRUTH OF THE Book 1V,
arc ignorant of, that by viewing the Structure and
Situation of the Parts of their Bodics, and com..
paring together their {everal Species and Kinds,
he learns his own Excellency, and how much more
perfect and noble the Frame of the human Body
is, than others; which, if rightly confidered, 1s
fo far from inclining him to worthip other Crea-
tures, that he fhould rather think himlelf ap..
pointed their God in a Manner, under the Su-

preme God.

SECT. VIL

Azanfi the Worfbip grven to thofe Things which bave
1o real Lxiflence.

WE read, that the Greeks and Latins,and others
fikewife, worihipped Things which had no real
Yxiftence, but were only the Accidents of other
‘Things. For, not to mention thole outrageous
Things. (a) Fever, Impudence, and {uch like;
Health 1s nothing clfe but a juft Temperature of
the Parts of the Body; and good Fortunca Cor-
refpondence of Events with the Wifhes of Men:
And the Aftections, fuch as Love, Fear, Anger,
Hope, and the like, arifing from the Confideration
of the Goodnefs or Badnefs, the Fafinels or Difli-
culty of a Thing, are certain Motions, in that
Part of the Mind, which is moft clofely connecied
with the Body, by Means of the Blood; and they
have no Power of their own, but are fubject tq
the Command of the Will, which 1s Miftrefs of
them, at leait as far as refpects their Continuance
and Direction, Solikewife the Virtues, which have
different Names. Prodence, which confifis in the
Choice of whatsadvantageous: Fortitude, inun-
dergoingDangers; Juftice, inabftaining from what

13

{7} Fevery Tmpudeice, and fucny ke, &e] Seve Tadly's Third

Eaok of the Laws,
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is not our own; Temperance, in moderating Plea-
{ure, and the like: There 1s alfo a certain Difpolfi-
tion or Inclination towards that which is right,
which grows upon the Mind by long Exercife ;
which, as it may be increaled, {o it may be di-
minifhed by Neglect, nay, it may entirely be de-
ftroyed in a Man. («) And Honour, to which we
read of Templesbeing dedicated, 1s only the Judg-
ment of onc concetning another, as enducd with
Virtue ; which often happens to the Bad, and not
to the Good, through the natural Aptnefs of Man-
kind to miftake. (4) Since therefore thele Things
have no real Exiftence, and cannot be compared
in Excellence with thofe that have a real Exift-
ence; ner have any Knowledge of our Prayers or
Veneration of them; it is moft difagrecable to

right

(@) Aud Homour, to nwobich ave vead, &1 Tufly in the fore-
mentioned Place; and Licyp, Book XXVIL,

(6) Since therefore thefe Things Lave vy real Exifence, &e.]
Perhaps fome may cxplain this Worlltip of the Heathens in
this Manner; as to fay, that it was not {0 much the Things,
which were commonly fignificd by thofe Words, that they
worfhipped, as a certain Divine Power, from which they
flowed, or certain Ideas in the Divine Underftanding. Thus
they may Dbe faid to worlhip a Fewer, not the Difeafe itfelf,
which 1s feated in the human Body ; buc that Power, which
1s n God, of fending or abaiting a Fever; to worfhip -
pudence, not that Vice which is feated in the Minds of Men s
but the Will of God, which fometimes allows Men’s Tmpa-
d-nce to go on, which he can reftrain and punith: And the
fame may be fard of the relt, as Love, Fear, Anger, Hope,
wilch are Paffisns which God can cither excite or reftrain :
or of Firtwes, which are perfet in the Divine Natare, and of
which we fee only fome faint Refemblances in Men, arifing
from the Ideas of thefe Virtaes which are moft complete in
God, And of /e, which does ot confitt {fo much in the
Efteem of Men, as in the Will of God, who would have Vi-
tuc honourable amongft Men, Bur the lleathens themfelves
ncver nterpreted this Vatter thus 3 and it is abfurd to wor-
thip the Atcribuees and Ideas of God, as real Perfons, under
obfcure Names, fuch as may deceive the common People. It
s much more fincerc and honelt to worihip the Deity himfelf
without any Perplexities, Le Cluv,
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right Reafon to worfhip themas God ; and He is

rather to be worfhipped upon their Account, who
can give us them, and preferve them for us.

—

SECT. VIIIL

An Aufwer to the Objeiion of the Heathens, taken
Srom the Miracles done among f} them,

THE Heathens ufed to recommend their Re-
ligion by Miracles; but they were {uch as were
liable to many Exceptions. For the wifeft Men
amongft the Heathens themfelves, rejected many
of them, (a) as not {upported by the Teftimony of
fufficient Witnefles, (4) but plainly counterfeit :
And thofe that {eem to have been done, came to
pafs in fome fecret Place, in the Night, before one
or two Perfons, whofe Eyes might cafily be de-
ceived with a falfe Appearance of Things, by the
Cunning of the Priefts. There were fome, which
only caufed the People, whodid not underftandthe
Nature of Things, efpecially thetroccultQualities,
to wonder at them; much in the fame Manner,
as i1f any one thould draw Iron with a Loadftone,
before People, who knew nothing ot it ; and it 1s

related

(@) As not fupported by the Tcffimonys &c.] So Liny, 1n the
Beginning; ¢ I do not defign either to affirm or deny thofe
¢ Things related before, or upon the Building of the City;
«« a5 fitter for Poetick Fables, than the fincere Memorials of
¢ Affairs that were tranfafted : Thus muech muft be allowed
“ Antiquity, that by mixing human Things with divine, the
¢ Original of Cities was rendered the more venerable,”

(6) But plainly conxterfeit, &c.] It were much better to ac-
quiefce 1n this Anfwer, than to allow of their Miracles, or
that fuch Things were done, as Men could not commonly
dittingmith from Miracles; fuch as Orucles, Wonders, curing
of Difeafes, whichif they were done, could fcarce be diftin-
gutfhed from true Miracles, at leaft by the common People.
See what I have faid upon this NMatter in the Prolegomena i

my Leclefiaftical it 5, Se@, 11 Chap, 1, Le Clera
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related by many, (a) that thefe were the Arts in
which S7monand Apollonins Tyaneus were {o {kilful.
I do not deny, but that fome greater than thefe
were fecn, which could notbethe Efteét of natural
Caufes, by humanPoweralone; but they were{uch
as did not require a Power truly Divine, that is,
Omnipotent; forthefeSpirits, who were inferior to
God, and {uperior to Man, were fufficient for thefe
Things ; becaufe by their Swiftnefs, Strength, and
Cunning, they could cafily removediftant Things,
and {o to compound diflerent Sorts of Things, as
to produce Effects which thould be very furprizing
to Men. But the Spirits by whom this was cHected,
were not good, and confequently neither was their
Religion good; as 15 evident from what was faid
before, and from this Confideration alfo, becaufe
they faid that they were compclled (2) by certain

Inchant-

(@) That thefe were the Arts, &e.} Tatiwn, ¢ There are
¢ certain Difeafes and Contrarietics of the Matter of which
“ we are compounded ; when thefe happen, the Deemos
¢ afcribe the Caufes of themn to themfelves,”

A0) DBy certain Tuchantments, &7 Thus the Oracle of
Ifn':!h’ i PQJP}J_)'?_‘}'.

[ come, Tuzvol’d by avell-comfidecd LPrayer,

Such as the Goifs bave 1o Matind voveal'd,

Wiy bave yin call'd the Gaddofs Heeate
From Heazen ; and forc'd ber by a Charm Divipe
And that of .fpolls 1n the fame Writer,

Hear me, for [ am fuc'd te fpeai againft my Wi,

Thele are the Rites of their feeret Arts, by which they ad-.
drefs themfelves to I know not what Powers, as 4rwebivs ex.
prefles it, as af they compelied them by Charms to be their
tervants; fo Chosens explains i, There is 2 Form of their
‘Threats in Jamblichus, Book V. Chap. ¢, 6, 7. of his Egyp-
tian NMiyflerics, The fame we meet with in Lucar, Baok IX.
in the Words of Pswpey the Lefs, and in Exfebins, out of Per-
7% Book V, Chap, 10, of his Gofpel Preparat.  Other

Yorms
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Inchantments againft their Will: And yet the
wifeft Heathens agree, that there could not poffi-
bly be any {uch Force in Words; but that they
could only perfuade, and this according to the
Manner of their Interpretation. And a further

Sign of their Wickednefs is, that they would un- -
dertake many Times (4) to entice fome to the
Love of others, notwithftanding their own En-
deavours a0aint it, either by falfe Promifes, or
by doing t?hem fome hurt; (4) which Things
were forbldden by human Laws, as Witchcraft.
Neither ought any one to wonder that the Su-
preme God fhould {fuffer fome Miracles to be
done by evil Spirits; becaufe they who were al-
ready fallen from the Worthip of the true God,
(¢) deferved to be deluded by fuch Deceits, But
this is an Argument of thelr Weaknefs, that their
Works were not attended with any remarkable
Good; for if any feemed to be called to life
again, they did not continue long in 1t, nor exer-
cife the Functions of living Perfons. If at any
Time,any Thing proceeding froma Divine Power,
appeared in the Sight of the Heathen; yet it was
not foretold that it would come to pafs, 1n order
to prove the Truth of their Religion; fo that no-

thing

Forms of Threatenings vou have in Lucar, where he {peaks of
Erichther, and 1n Pﬂpmm: about Tirefias.

(@) Toentice forne to the Love of others, &c.] Sce the Phar-
maceulria of Thescritus and Virgil, and the Confeflion of Por-
thyry in Eufebizs, Book V. Chap. 17. of his Preparat, und
Auznftize, Book X, Chap. 11. of his City of God. And the
fame Porplyry againft eating living Creatures, Book II, and
Origen agatnit (.c’f/ «, Book VIL

() Which Things aveve furbidden by buman Laaws, &c:)
L. Ejuf a’fm, Se€t, ddjedio D, ad Lrgrm Corncliam de Sicafus &
hf:.f:ﬁr. isy Lo fi quis feé?, gm abartionis, D, de panis, Panlus

be:;!emnm.’.rz, Lib, V. Tit, XXIII,

r) D{/E’: ved to be deluded fl) fﬂff} Dwrr;, &ec, '1 D -ty X111, 3.
2 Thf i, q. 10, Esbefill, 2, 3,
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thing hinders, but the Divine Pou:cr might pro-
pofe to itfelf fome other End, widcly different
from this. TFor Inftance; fuppofe it true, that
ablind Man was reftored to his Sight by Vefpafian ;
it might be done, («) to render him more vene-
rable upon this Account; and that he might
thereby the more cafily obtain the Roman Lupive ;
and was therefore chofen by God, to be the Ex-
ccutioner of his Judgments upon the Fews ; and
other like Reafons there might be for other
Wonders, (4) which had no Relation at all to
Religion.

SECT. IX
And  from Oracles.

AND almoft all the fame Things may be ap-
plied, to folve that which they alledge concerning
Oracles; clpecially what was before faid, thac
 fuch Men deferved to be impofed upon, who de-
. {pifed that Knowledge, which Reafon and antient
Tradition fuggelted to cvery Man, Moreover,

the

(@) To render bim more aenerable, & Tacitns, Hilt, 1V,
« Many Miracles were done, whereby the Favour of Heaven,
« and the good Difpofition of the Gods towards Pelpafiar, ap-
» peared,” He had faid before in it I We believe that
v« after previous good Luck, the Empire was decreed to Vefpa.
“ ran and his Children, by the Sceret Law of Fate, and by
« Wonders and Oracles”  Swetanins nfhers 1n his Relation of
the fame Mirvacles thus, Chap, 7, ¢ There was a certain Au-
“ thority and Majefty wanting, @iz, in a new and unthought-of
«¢ Prince; to which this was added.” See the fame Swesonins
a little before, Chap, V. JFofephus fays of the fame Fefpafian,
Book 1. Chap. 27. of the Wars of the Jews, ¢ That God
“ rdifed him up to the Government, and foretold him of the
‘¢ Scepter by other Signs,”

(8) Whith kas no Relatisz, &c.] But {ce the Examination of
Miracles, feigned to be done in Favour of Fojpaftan and Adrian,
m my Eeclefiafiical Hiftsry, Century J1, 138th Year, Le Clere,
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the Words of the Oracles (a4} were for the moft
Part ambiguous, and fuch as might be interpreted
of the Event, be it whatit would. And ifanyThing
was more particularly foretold by them, there 1s
no Neceflity of its proceeding froman Omnifcient
Being; becaufe either they were fuch as might be
perceived beforehand, from natural Caufes then
appearing, (#) as {fome Phyficians foretell future
Difeafes ; or they might with Probability be con-
jectured, from what we ufually {ee come to pafs;
which we read was often done (¢) by thofe who

WCIre

(@) Were for the moft Part ambignons, &c.] See the Places
of Ocwomans, concerning this Subjet, in Enfebins, Book IV.
Chap. z0, 21, 22, 23, 24, 2¢, 26, Hence 4polls was by the
Greeks called Adgn, dmbigugus.  Cicero, in his Second Book of
Divination, fays, the Oracles of Apells were ambiguous and
obfecure, ¢ Whichfoever of them came to pafs, (fays he,) the
‘¢ Oracle was rrue,”  {Perhaps many of the Oracles were coun-
terfeited afier the Event: And there are many Reafons to {uf-
pat, that Abundance of Frauds were ufed by Diviners; con.
cerning which, D. de Fantenelle-has written an ¢xcellent Book in
French which I refer you to, and what is faid in Defence of
it, Vol. X1L. of the Chsice Library; and what dutony Van

Dale has written of this Matter above all others, in his Book of
Oracles,)

(6) As fome Phyficians foretel future Difeafes, &c,} Chaleidius
on Timeus, ¢ Men are forewarned, cither by the flying of
“ Burds, or by Lntrails, or by Oracles, fome propitious De-
“ mans foretelling, who knew all Things that will afterwards
¢ come to pafs; juft as a Phyfician, according to the Rules of
¢ Phyfick, declares either Death or Health, and as Awaxic
 mardor and Plerecides did an Earthquake,”  Pliny, Book 1I,
Chap, ~q.

(¢ By thofe avlo avere filful in civil Matters, &} See the
Writers of the Lifc of Arficus, ¢¢ A plain Evidence of this
“ Thing, befides thofe Books wherein he (Cicers) mentions it
¢ exprefsly, (which are publifhcd among the common People, )
‘¢ are fixteen Volumes of Epiftles fent to deticas, from his Con-
“ f{ulihip to the End of Ms Days; which whoever reads, will
¢ not thick that he wants a complete and regular Hiftory of
¢ thofe Times ; there §s fuch a foll Defeription of the Inclina-
¢ tions of Prirces, of the Vices of great Men, and the Alwe-

¢ ratlons
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were fkilful in civil Matters. And if atany Time,
God made Ufe of any of thofe Works, done by
.the Diviners among the Heatlien, to foretel fuch
Things as could have no other real Foundation
but the Will of God ; it did not tend to confirm
the Heathen Religion, but rather to overthrow
it ; fuch as thofc Things we find (a) in Virgils
Fourth Eclogue, taken out of the Sibilfine Verfes;
(4) in which, though unknown to himfelf, he

delcribes

“ rations in the Republick, that there 1s nothing which is not
“ Iaid open ; fo that one would cafily be led to think Prudence
¢ to be a Kind of Divination, Yor Cicers did not only foretel

future Things, that would happen in his own Life-time, but
“ like a Diviner, declared thofe alfo that came to pafs lately.””
Cicero affirms truly of himfelf, 1 his Sixth Epsitle of his Six-
teenth Book : ¢ In that War, nothing happened ill, which Idid
“ pot foretell. Wherefore, fince I who am a publick Augur,
¢ Jike other Augurs and Aftrologers, by my former Predictions,
¢ have confirmed you in the Authority of Augury and Divi-
“ nation, you ought to believe what I foretell, I do not make
¢ my Conjefturc from the {lying of Birds, nor from the
«« Manner of their chirping, as our Art teaches us, nor from
s¢ the rehounding of the Corn that falls from the Chickens
¢« Mouths, nor from Drcams ; but I have othier Sjans, which
¢« Tobferve.,” Thus Salon foretold that grear Calamities would
come upon Athens, from Munichia, And Thales, that the Forum

of the Milfi would one Time be in a Place then defpifed,
Plutarch in Sofau,

(@) In Viroil’s fowrth Ecligue, &c,] Sec duguftive’s Cuy of
God, Book X, Chap. 27.

() In avbich, thugh nukuezen, &c.) Itis now fuliciently
evident, that all the Prophecics of the Sybifs are cither doub-
ful or forged; whercfore I would not have Firgily wn lnter-
vreter of the S/, be lhnugf}t to have declared a Kind of
Prophecy, without any Defign; like Caiphas, who was imno-
rant of what he prophefied : I know not what §:hv/, or rather
Yerfon, under the Difmunife of fuch a one, prediQied, that
the Goiden Age was acoming ; from the Gpraion of thofe
who thought that there would be a Repovation of all Thinne,
and that the {fame Things would come to pefs again.  tee
what Gretins has faid of this Natter, Book I, Se& 10, and
the Notes upon that Place,  Wherefore in this, the §2/ wes
not & Prophetels, nor did Virgil write thence any Prophecies

Q2 0f

1

[ 2]
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defcribes the Coming of Chrift; and the Benefits
we thould receive from him: Thus in the fame
Jibyls, that (a) he was to bec acknowledged:
as King, who was to be truly cur King;
(/) who was to rife out of the Eaft, and be
Lord of all Things. (¢) The Oracle of Apollo
1s to be feen (d) in Porphyry; in which he

{ays

of Chrift: Sce Servins upon the Place, and Jfaae Foffus’s Inters
pretation of that Eclogue, Le Clere,

(¢} HHe avas to be acknonvledged as King, &, Cicers men-
tion. ki in his Second Book of Divination,

" (b)) Wio avas 1o vife out of the Eaft, &c.]  Suetonius of Fefpa-
San, Chap, a. Tacitns, Hift, 4.

(¢) The Oracle of Apollo, &c.] See Augnfline of the City of
Gud, Book XX, Chap 23. and Eufebins’s Preparat. Book IV,
Chap. 4. And the fame Perphyry, 1n his Book of the Oracls,
fave, « The God (Apolls) teftifies that the Egyprians, Chal.
“ dans, Phaenicians, Lydians, and Hebreavs, are they who
*« have found out the Truth,” He that wrotc the Exhorta-
tion to the Gre-ks, amonglt the Works of Fuflin, quotes this
Oracle :

The Hebzews enly and Chaldecs are avife,
YWhs traly acaflip Gad the etzrual King,

And this,
I To the firff Mavtal forni’d, and call’d bim Adam.,

There are two Oracles of Card’s concerning Jefus, which Exufe-
bins, i s Cofprel Demonftration tranferibed out of Porghyry ;
Swiths of theiv Badies fiript, immortad are,
T his qvife Men s s and that avhich is endued
FViith gregif! Piciyy cxeels the reft:
The Sareds of pions Mor to Heaen afcend,

‘}'Y'z:r:gb varies Lorments do :heir Bodies vex.

"The fame arc mentioned by Awgaflive, Book XXIX. Chap. 23
of his City of Gad, out ot the fame Porphyryy where he brings
another Cracle, in which Aps/le faid, that the Father whom the’
picus Hebrezvs worfhipped, was a Law to all the Gods,

() I Porhyry, &e] This 15 juftly cnough faid wpon
Larphyry, and thole who are of the fame Opinion with him,
6 €onCernIng
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fays, the other Gods were acrial Spirits, and
that the one God of the Hebiews was to be wor-
fhipped : Which Words, if the Worfhippers of
Apollsobeyed, they cealed to be his Worfhippers;
if they did not obey him, they accufed their
God of a Lye. To which may be added, that if
thefc Spirits would, m their Oracles, have con-
{ulted the Good of Mankind; they weuld, above
all Things, have propofed to them a general
Rule of Life, and affured them of 3 Reward,
which they who fo lived might expect; but they
did neither of them. On the contrary, (a) they
many Times in their Verles applauded Kings,
though never fo wicked; (4) decreed Divine
Honours to Champions, (¢) enticed Men to un-
lawful Embraces, (d) to purfue unjuft Gain, (¢)
and to commit Murder ; which may be evidenced
by many Inftances.

concerning thofe Oracles, and may be brought as an Argament
ad Hlominen, as Logicians call it ; but fince it does appear, that
thele Oracles were not feigned ; nay, there are very good Rea-
fons to think they were fictitious, they ought to be of no Weight
amongft Chriftians.  Le Clere,

(@) They many Timesin their Uerfis, &e.]  See thofe alledged
by Oensmrans in Enfebius’s Gofpel Preparat, Book V, Chap, 23.
and 3¢.

(0) Deereed Divine Ionours to Champions, &c.} See the fame

Author, Chap. 32. of Cleamedes ; which we find alfo in Origen's
"Third Book againft Celfus,

(¢} Enticed Men to unlarwful Embraces, &) This was fhewn
before,

(d) To purfue unjuft Gainy &c.} Sce Enfebins’s Gfpel Proparat,
Book V, Chap, 22,

() dnd to commit Murder, &c.)]  Ocusmans recites Oracles of
this Kind, which you may find in the forementioned Book of

Lnfebins, Chap. 19, and 27,

G 3 SECT.
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SECT. X
The Heathen P(’f:g:ou rejelled, becaufe it failed of

1is own sccord, as foon as biman Alliflance was
wanking.

BESIDELS thofe Things alrcady alledged, the

Heathen Religton atfords us a very ftrong Argu-
ment acanit itfe

)

it

i, in that wherefoever human
Force was wanting, it immediately fell, as if 1its
only Support were then takenaway.  Ior, if you
turn your foyes towards all the Chriftian or Maho-
metanmpires, you will find Heathenifm no where
mentioned but i Looks: Nay, Hiftory informs us,
that in thofe Times; when the Emperors made ufe
of Force and Punifoment, as the firft Emperors
did ; orof Learning and Cunning, as Fulian did,
to {upport tlﬁc I-}'r:::uhcn Religiony even then, 1t
continuaily decreaf.d; no Force being made uie
of againft 1 1L, no Greatnefs of Famuly (for 1t was
commonly believed that Jefus was the Son of a
Carpenter ;) no Fiourdh of Words, no Bribes (for
they were poor;) no Flattery, for they on the
contrary de frucu all Advantages, and {ald there
was no Adverity Sut they .furhtto undergo, upon
Account of their Law. And now, how weak muft
the Hcathen Religion be, to be overthrown by
fuch weak Helps? Nor did the vain Cr edulity of
the Heathieas only vanifh at this Do@rine, (a) but
SDITILS mcmfch ¢s came out of Men, at the Name
of Clirift; were jilenced ; and being afked the Rea-
fon of their Silence, (4) were forced to own, t]nt
they caula do nothing when Chrift was invored.

(r] But Spirits tremfelves came eut of Men, &c,] 435 v 16,
1111 ;’m }.11 IJ-

(o) Wore firced to oy, &e.] Teon H:r;r m Lis Apology.
Sce alle Lress ﬂfr“lnﬁ alfe D VILCTS, A*r o Dagore, T his
“ Tlace, Depbue, 18 Dlad with dead B lios . wuh hinder the
¢ Opcles.” x'f.?f}fb and other Ciriftian 'f“m) rs City here,
S.e Lory o agnindtl the Gentl.es,

53,01,
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SECT. XL
An Anfwer to this, that the Rife and Decay of Re-

ligion is owing 1o the Stars.

THERE were fome Philofophers, whoafcribed
the Rife and Decay of all Religion to the Srars.
But this {tarry Science, which they profefs to know
and underftand, isdeliveredin{uch differentRules,
(a) that there 1s nothing certain to be found in it,
* but this one Thing, that there 1s no Certainty in

it. Ido not fpeak of tholc Eftects, which naturally
follow from necceflary Caufes; (4) but of fuch as
proceed from the Will of Man, whichisin itsown
Nature fofar free, as that noexternal Neceflity can
be laid uponit: For if the Act of Willing flowed
from {uch a ncceflary Impreflion, (¢) that Power,
hich we experience 1n the Soul, of deliberating
and chufing, would be given us to no Purpolc;
(d) and the Juftice of all Laws, and of Rewards
and Punithments, would be entirely taken away ;
becaufe there is neither Blame nor Defert due to

O 4 that

(@) That there is nothing certain tr be fund in ity &c.] See
e excelient Differtation of Bm'.:'a_’,f}:m:r the Nyrics, muccrning
this Matter; which vou may find in the Philscalia colle@ed from
Origen, and 1n Eryr.*l;ifu’.r Preparat, ook V1. Chap, 10,

(8) But of fuch as proceed from ths Wil of Man, &c.]  Sce
Alexapder Aphrodifiens’s Book concerning this Matter.,

(¢} That Pezver avdich ave (xporicuce, &c.] Sce Enfebins's

Gefpe! Preparat, Book VI, Chap. 6,
(d}) Aud {he Tuflice of all Lazvs, &e] Fee Fufli’s Apo-

logv IL ¢ It Mankiad be net endued with a Powsr of chuting
¢¢ freely ; to avoid thui which is bad, and to comply with that
‘“ which 1s good; the Cavufe of cither of them cannot be faid
“ to be trom himiclf.,” Sce alfo what ioliows.,  And thus
Tatian: ¢ The Freedam of the Will confitts i this g that a
«« wicked Man 1s juitly peniflied, becaufe his Wickednefs 13
¢ from him[elf ; and a good Nan is rewarded, hecaufe hie has not
¢ voluntarily tranfgrefled the Will of God.” To this mav be
added Chuleidias’s Difputation concerning this Matter 1a Timcns,
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that which is plainly unavoidable. Further, fince
fome Aétions of the Will are evil: If they are
caufed by a certain Neceflity of the Heavens, and
becaufe God has given {uch a Power to the Hea-
vens and the heavenly Bodies : 1t will follow, that
Ged, who 1s perfectly good, (4} 1s the true Caufe
of moral Evil; and at the fame Time that he pro-
fefles his utter Abhorrence of Wickednefs in his
pofitive Law, he has planted the efhicient and ine-
vitable Cavfeof it,inthe Nature of Things; there-
forc he wills two Things contrary to cach other,
oiz. that the {fame Thing fhould be, and not be;

and that 7bat thould be a Sin, which is done by a
Divine Impulfe. (4) It is faid by others, with a
creater Shew of Probability, that firft the Alr and
afterwards our Bodies, areaifected bythelnﬂucnce
of the Stars, and oimbibe certain Qualities,which
for the mott Fart excite 1n the Soul Defires an-
{werable to them s and that by thefe the Will s
enticed, and oftentimes vields to thern.  But, 1if
this be granted, 1t makes nothing to the Queftion
m Hand. For the Kehigion of Chrift could not
poflicly have 15 kile from the Affections of the
Body, nor confequently from the Power of the
Stars ; which, as was faid, act upon the Mind no
otherwife than by fuch Alfections; becaufe this
Relipion, in the higheft Degree, draws Men off
from thofe Things “that dehfrht the Bedy., The

wifeft

() Ictle true Coufe of maval Exil, &c.] Plar fpenks againtt
this, 'In his fecond Republick, ¢ The Caude 1s fiem him that
chufes, God 1s net the Caufe.””  Thus Chaleidins tranflates it
in Timare, which 7rflin, in the forementioned Place, {ays,
2y recs with Mofes,

(BY I: it faid by crhers avith a greater flicw of Probabdility, &c. ]
But ﬂ“:‘.‘ ceak peft trulv, who deny any fuch Influences at '111
and ackicuwledee nothing elﬁ, in the Stars but Heat and Light
to which v.e may add, their W ‘eight refulting from their Blﬂ'

nefls; but thefe have, proyerly fp:ak*n*r no Relution to the
Mind, Le Clore.
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wifeft Aftrologers do (a) except truly knowing
and good Men from the Law of the Stars: and
fuch were they who firft propofed the Chriftian
Religion as their Lives plainly fhew : And if we
allow a Power In Learning and Knowledge, to
hinder their Bodies from being thus infected ;
there always were amongft Chriftians fome, who
might be commended upon this Account.  Fur-
ther, the Effe&s of the Stars, as the moft learned
confefs, refpect only particular Partsof the World.
and are temporary : But this Religion has con-
tinued already for above fixteen hundred Years,
not only in one, but in very diftant Parts of the

World, and fuch as arc under very different
Pofitions of the Stars,

A eyl

SECT. Xl

The principal Things of the Chriflian Religion were
approved of by the wifefi Heathens: And if there
be any Thing in it is havd 1o be belicved, 1he like
io be found among [t the Heatben.

THERE is the lefs Reafon for the Heathens
to oppolc the Chriftian Religion ; becaufe all the
Parts of it are o agrecable to the Rules of Virtue,
that by theirown Light they do in a Manner con-
vince the Mind; infomuch that there have not
been wanting fome among(t the Heathen, who
have faid thefe Things fingly, which, in our Reli-
aion, are all put together, For Infrance (4) that

Religion

(@) Except truly kuoving and good Men, &c.] Thus Zoreafter :
““ Do not increale vour Fate,” And Prolemacns i <¢ A wife Man
“ may avoid many Influences of the Stars,”

3 Thar Refiotsir dozs nat confift in Cerempnics, &c. ] Menander:
With a cloar Mind ds Sacvifice ts Gad,
Not fa much near in Chathsy as pme i Heart,
Cicere
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Religion does not confift in Ceremonies, but is in
the

Cicero 1n his Second Book of the Nautwre of the Gsds: ¢ The
< beflt Worlhip of the Gods, which is alfo the mott innocent,
¢ the moft holy, and the moft full of Piety; is to reverence
2 thcm alwnvs with a pure, fincere, um_nrrupted Mind and
¢ Fxprelfion,” And again in his Second Book of Laws; © The
¢ Law commands us to approach the Gods fincercly ; that is,

¢ with our Minds, which s allin all,”  Pesfins, Sat, 11,

This let us offer to the Gids {achich blar’d

‘\’Icﬂ.”th’a O;ﬁprfﬂg cinr’ty avith all their Coff)
Faplice and Right in all eur fecret Thonghts,

.J 2 fmdﬂcmb}ed Firtue from the B Jf‘frﬁ

Bring tb<fe, and awhet you pleaje, thor facrifice,

Thele Verfes {eom to have Refpelt to the fi]'nf':'m: Orac'e,
which we find in Parplyry’s Second Book againit cating Tt g
Creatures ; where any Thing offered by a pious Man, is pre-

n.m.d u Hw*atonﬂ" of another. In the fame Book Parplyis

has thele Werss to the Lke l‘u;pﬁh‘ L ’\nw they eftcem hm
¢ not fit 1o ol 5'1::r11n:: werthily, whefe Bady is net clothed
‘¢ \mh 1 white and cleon {J'lrmc.nt but they do not think

€1t any great ;.’]JttLT, i fome go to Sacrmcc, having their

¢t HPodiss clean, andt alic thoay ‘;“rmcnb thou I their MHda
¢ o not 1{:11 of Evil: Asi Cod Were not “moft delighted
¢ with the Pty of that whivh in us is moft divine, and jears
¢ the noaret hefomblace to L. For dr is written in the

\ 11 : ? ik
< lu.l.ﬂﬁu o1 B fd L

f et cll <ok conie do 60 al this Shrive

o pucey faave ¢ i,
¢ T‘-Tn"' I m‘ Cnn. 15 in hely Theughts”  Ard a Kele after:
1 e tg e r‘il.“ 1 or dedicated to God,

ALY 1 3y fs LL_ "fw. ifc Noon fard, 1 0‘.... all tm crvery Thing

€ omtaas 5 oimete to him v‘u 1 iamaterial; wherefore
¢ \ordy e not propir tooenpred, b by to him,
ot oy Ittemaloones, b }rutmf d by the lafions i“'t
¢ the aiad,  Sud ogning o 1 55onot reafonable tha

€ 1 tecl Temeles vinch :1*:'::: ceatcawed ty thie Guod, hy
¢ Do, ey sho b werr cian Shoes witheat any By ofs ;
¢ ard iy e Towpie of e bather, el b, ol Voerlo,
¢ net ey tor tamer Clothes {whicnt s the Boay) neat,
¢« pnd convenn o+ h Poriny s the Temple of therr Faten,”
7\“'1"‘*"; con T oandr wint hitows out uf the {amme Book :
¢ Whooyor i-: rerfvaced that the Gods have no Deld
¢ of thele rdaoifc) bur leok enly to the Manrers of

‘* ‘].Ig Leg
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the Minds; (#) that he who has it in his Heart to
commit Adultery, is an Adulterer; (&) that we
ought

s thofe who approach them, cleeming right Notions of them
«« and of Things, the beft Sacrifices ; how can fuch an one be
¢ otherwife than Sober, Godly, and Righteous?”  Where we
find thefe three known Words of Paul, Tit. 11, 2, Soberly,
Rightesnfly, and Godly, Charoudas, 1 his Preface to the Laws :
¢ Let your Mind be void of all Evii; for the Gods delight
¢ not in the Sacrifices and Expences, ot wicked Men, but in -
¢ the jult and virtwous Actions of goed Men,  Senesy,
quoted by Lafantius in his Inftitations, book X1, Chap, 2.
¢ Would you conceive God to be Great, Propitiovs, and to
¢ be revertneed, as meek in Majefty, as 2 Friend, and always
¢« at hand? You muft not worfhip him wuth Sacrifices, and
< Abundance of Bleod, but witha pure Mir %, and an upright
¢ Tntention.”  To the fame Senfe 15 that of Dise Prufecnfs,
Orat. 3. Thurvdides, Book 1.« There 1s no ether Teftival,
¢ but a Man’, doing tus Duty.””  Dizeever 2 ¢ Does not a good
¢ NMan think every Day a Feflival 2™

(@) That he awha bas it in bis Hearty, &c,]  Thas Ovid:

He avhs farbears, only becanfe forbid,
Daes friue 3 his Body's free, bis Mind is flain’d,

Wore he aloney, be'd be ar Aduliercr,

Scweca the Father ¢ ¢ There 15 fuch a Thing as Inceft, without
¢ the A& of Whoredom; wiz, The Defire of 1. And in
another Place ¢ ¢f She 15 reckoned amongtt Sinners, and not
¢« without Reafon, who 1s modeft out of Year, and not for
e Virtee's Sake,”

(6) That cve ought net to return an Innjury, &c.] See Plats’s
Criton, and Maximus Tyrins's Second Dutlertatton, Menander :

O Gorgias, be's the wery beft of Men,
IWha car forgive the greaieft Lupnrics,

Ariflan Spartianus : ¢ To a certain Perfon who faid that it
““ wus a princely Thing to do Good to Iriends, and Evil to
““ Iinemies: ¢ Rather, anfwered he, to do Good to Friends,
“ and to make LEnemies Friends.,”  And the fame Diw, the
Deliverer of Sucily, 1 Plutareh fays: that a true Demonfira.
tion of a philafophical Pifpofition confifts not in any one’s
bemg kind to his Friend; but when he is injured, in being

cafily mtreated, and merciful towazds thofe who have offended
him,

s
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ought not to return an Injury; (4) thata Hufband
ought to have but one Wife; (4) that the Bands
of Matrimony ought not to be diflolved; (¢} that
it is every Man’s Duty to do Good to another,
(d) efpecially to him that is in Want; (e) that, as
much as poffible, Men ought to abftain from
| Swearing ;

(a) That @ Ilefband ought to have but one Wife, &c.} See
what is before quoted out of Sa/fufi and others, about :]uH
Natter,  Euripides in has Andvawache ;

e [t is by na Meaus fit

One Man fhonld o'er two Women bave the Ruls;
Ore nuptial Bed avill @ avife Man fujjee,

1 hy avsuld harve all Thiszes regulated avell,

And more to the fame Purpofe, and n the Chorus of the famc
Tragedy.

(b} That the Bends of Matvimouy arght wot 1o be diffilved, &c. ]
So it was mmanaft the Rowrans till the five hundred and twentieth
Year of the Cit}', ws Dalerins Maeximns tnforms us, Book I,
Cliap. 1. Araxand)ides 1o the fume Purpofe.

*Tis frameful ths for Men 15 0bb and flav,

(c) That it is every Mair's Duty ts do Good 1o ansther, &c.]

Teiense's Sop-Toraeater,
f am a Man, and thivk cvery Thivg bumane belongs to me,

¢t We are by INatere related to eachi other,” favs Florentinug
the Lawyer, L. 2 <im, D, de ;';.'g?f!f::. ;‘r\_nd tiis 1s the Mean-
inr of the Proverb, ¢ One Man 15 1 kind of 2 God to an-
¢ ohor,” Cieers, in his iind Book of L‘}ﬂvzi-s, ys, there is
1 mutual Society betwixt Nen, ailof them being relaced to one
ANnoLicr,

(Lf} _E,J'}'r'{'ﬂhr{)' 1o ;*!I;‘!.:I‘J_ f‘!{“frf f-.': .I:a'f Ifﬂd‘”f: El-'.:--l Lrﬂ?'m.'r.’, BU‘D}: II:
I7ech, ;;;_;,’U,r '/,3:-:;!;2’ diry avant, avhen Jou are rich ?
In Misus:
Bercy frocures flrairy Sevuvity,

() TEat s mnch as pifole, Non analit 10 abflain from Saveqrs
fr.:_‘ T, C:..:‘.'? .Z:j'r.'f’.?_:ei'r:.r » o YWe Gught not o {wear by the
¢ (Gads. out enweaveur to make ourfelves belicved withont
« an Cath 7" Wheh is Jargely explained by fieseelss, on
his Golden Verleo.  Marcws dntuivas, Boolz 111, 1n his 1e-

{cuiption
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Swearing; (a) that in Meat and Clothes, they
ought to be content with what 1s neceffary to fup-
ply Nature. And if there be any Thing in the
Chriftian Religion difficult to be believed, the
like is to be found amongft the wifeft of the Hea-
thens, as we have before made appear, with ref-
pcct to the Immortality of the Soul, and Bodies
being reftored to Life again. Thus Plate, taught
by the Chaldeans, (4) diftinguithed the Divine

Nature

feription of i good Man, fays, * fuch an one needs no Oath,”
Sophacles 1 his Ocdipns Colaneus :

I avould a0t bave you favear, becanfe tis bad.

Clivius the Pythagorcan would fooner loofe three Talents in 2
Caufe, than afirm the Truth with an Oath, 'The Story is re.
Jated by Bafilins concerning reading Greek Authors,

(a) That in Meat and Clonths, &c.|  Enripides :

There are bat tzey Things avbich Mankind do cwant,
A Cruft of B ready and Draught of Spring Water ;
Both of ashich ae veary, and fufice for Life,

And Lucan:

There is ensugh of Bread and Drink for all,
And Anflides :

e svairt nsthing but Chaths, Huufes, and Food,

(8} Diftinguifhed the Divine Natnre, &c.]  See Plato’s Epiftfe
to Dionyfins.  Pleto calls the firlt Principle the Father, the fecond
Principle, the Caule or Governor of all Things, in his Epiftle
to Hermiaiy Ecoflus, end Corfeas.. "The fame 15 called the Ming
by Pleiiras, in his Book of the itnee Priveppal Subflawces.  Nu-
menine calls 3t the Workman, and alfo the Son: And dnelins
he Had, as you may fec in Lifibing, Book XT, Chap, 17,
i8, 19, See alfo Cyril's, Third, Fourth, anl Eighth Books
avaindt Fulian, Chaliidies on Tiraas, calls the firft the Su-
preme God ; the fecond, the Mind, or Providence; the
third, the Soul of the World, or the Sccond Minl, In
another Place he diftinguiflics  thefe three thus:  The
Contriver, the Communder, and the EffeCter,  He fje ks
thus of the fecond ¢ ¢ The Reafon of God, s God
« confulting the Aftaivs of Mlen; which 1 the Caufe of
« Men's Jiving well and happily, if they do not neglect thar

Gl
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Nature into the Father; the Father’s Mind,
which he alfo calls 2 Branch of the Deity, the
Maker of the World; and the Soul, which com-
prehends and contains all Things. That the Di-
vine Nature could be joined with the Human,
(a) Fulian, that grecat Enemy to the Chriftians,
believed, and gave an Example to Zfculapins,
who he thought came from Heaven to deliver to

Men the Art of Phyfick. Many are offended at

the Crofs of Chrift; but what Stories are there,
which the Heathen Authors do not tell of their
Gods? Some were Servants to Kings, others were
ftruck with Thunder-bolts, ripped up, wounded.
And the wifeft of them aftirmed, that the more

Virtue coft, the more delightful it was. (8) Plato,
1n

< Gift which the Supreme God has beftowed on them. The
« Pythagorcans affign to the Supreme God the Number Three,
s as perfett,” fays Servius, on the Seventh Eclogue. Not
much differing from which, is that of Arifarle, concerning the
fame Pythagoreans, in the Beginning of bis Firft Book of the
Heavens, (This is more largely handled by the very learned
R, Cudwworth, in his Englifh Work of the Intelleétual Syfem of
the Werld, Book I. Chap. 4. which you will not repent co
{ulting. ) |

(a) Julian, that great Enemy to the Chiffians, &c.] Hg®
VI. ¢ Amonf,ft thofc Things which have Underftandgm

L

s Tupiter produced Afenlapius from himfelf, and caufgd@fim

« to appear upcn Earth, by Means of the fruitful Life.’:‘bf.-_?'thc
« Sun; he, taking his Journey from Heaven to Earth, ap-
« peared in one Vorm in Epidawrus”  Thus Porphyry, as Cyril
relates his Words in his forementioned Eighth Book 1 ¢ Theie
« js a certain kind of Gods, which in proper Seafon arc tranf-
¢ formed into Men.” What the Egyprians® Opinion of this
Matter was, fce Plutarch, Sympofe V1L, Quajl, 1. to which
may be added that Place of 45 xiv. 10,

(b) Plato, in kis Second Republick, &c,] The Words are
thefe, tranflated from the Gresk: ¢ He will be {courged,
¢ tormented, bound, his Eyes burnt out, and die by Cruci-
¢ fixion, after he has endured all thole Lvils,” Whence he
had that, which he relates tn his Third Book of Republick :

*« That a good Man will be tormented, furioufly treated,
& have

¥
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in his fecond Republick, fays, ina Manner pro-
phetitically, that for a Man to appear truly good,
it is neceflary that his Virtue be deprived of all
its Ornaments, {o that he may be looked upon
by others as a wicked Man, may be derided, and
at laft hanged : And certainly to be an Ixample

of. ecminent Patience is no otherwife to be
obtainced.

s have his Hands cut off, lis Eyes plucked out, will be
« bound, condemned, and burnt.”  Lafantius in his Tufiin
ntions, Book V1. Chap. 17, has preferved this Place of Seveca 2
“« This is that virtuous Man, who though his Bedy fuffer
“* Torments in cvery Part; though the Flame cnter into his
¢« Mouth, though lis Hands Le extended on a Crofs ; does
““ not.regard evhar be fuilers, but furw ewell.”  Such an one
Euripides reprefents to us in thefe Verfes:

Durn, fiald this tender Fuifl s drink your fall Glut
Of purple Blowd,  Ssower imay Heaven and Earth
Approach cach other, and be guin’d in one,

Shan I on you: cxprefs a flattering 1V ord,

To which that of 4 /c/y/us, mentioned by Plats, 1n the fore~
sited Place, exattly agrees:

He frives ts be, not 15 be thought, the beff

Deeperynsted in Lis Mind ke bears a Stock,
Whenee all the avier Counfels are derized,
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