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J E R. vi. 16.

Thus [aith the Lord, fland ye in the
ways and [ee, and afk for the old
paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye [ball find ref?
for your fonls.—

poawts N this chapter the deftrution of
<0 = Ferufalem by the Babylonians is
¢ threatened and foretold, and the
e caufes of it aflfigned; in general
‘the great aboundings of fin and wickednefs
among the people; and i particular their
negleét and contempt of the word of God ;
the fin of covetoufnefs which prevailed among
all forts; the unfaithfulnefs of the prophets
to the people, and the peoples impenitence
and hardnefs of heart; their want of thame,
their difregard to all infirutions and warn=
ings from the Lord, by the mouth of his

B 2 prophets,
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prophets, and their obftinate refufal of them
which laft 1s exprefled in the claufe follow-
ing the words read ; and which, though an
aggravation of it, I'hcwi_.the tender regard of
the Lord tao his people, . and may be con-
fidered as an inftruction to fuch who had
their doubts and difliculties in religious mat-
ters; who were haltingbetween two opinions,
and like men 7z &:vio, who ftand in a place
where two or more ways meet, and know
not which path to take; and in this light I
fhall confider them ; and in them may be
obierved, |

L A dire&ion to {uch perfons what to dos
‘to fland in the ways, and fee, and afk for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein.

II. The encouragement to take this direc-

tion, and ye fball Jind reft for yeur [fouls.

I. The dire&tion given to_ffand in or on
ihe ways, &c. to doas men do when they are
comic to a place where two or more ways
mect, make a ffand, and view the roads,
and {ecc which ﬁ]ey fhould take; they look
about them and confider well what courle
they fhould fteers; they look up to the way-

marks, or way-pofls, and read the infcrip-
7 tions
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tions on them, which tell them whither fuch
a road lcads, anpd fo judme for them{elves
which way they fiould go. Now .in reli-
gious matters, the way-marks or way-pofls
to guide and direé&t men the way, are the

{criptuges, the oracles of God, and they only.
Not education-principles. It is right in
parents to do as Abraham did, to teach their
children to keep the way of the Lord?. The
diretion of the wife man is an exceeding
good one®; frain up a child in the way he
frould go, and when ke is old, be will not de-
part from it ; that is, eafily and ordinariiy :
and it becomes chriftians under the Gofpel«
difpenfation to bring up their children 2z the
nurture and admonition of the Lord®; and a
orcat mercy and blefling it is to have a reli-
gious cducation; but then, as wrong princt-
ples miay be infufed as well as rlﬂ'ht ones,
into perfons in their tender years, it becomes
them, “when come to years of maturity and
difcretion, to -examine them, whether they
are according to the word of God, and fo
judge for themfelves, . whether they are to be
abode by or rejeted. I know it is a grievous
- thing with fome perfons to forfake the reli~
gion they have been brought up in s but upon
this foat, a man that is born and brought up
‘ | a

| * Gen. xviil. 19. E Prov. xxii. Q. ¢ Eph. vi. . 4..
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a Turk or a Few, a Pagan-ora Papifp, mufk
cver continue fo. Sad would have been the

cafe of the apoftle Pawl/, if he had continued

in the principles of his education; and what a
fhocking figure did he make whilft he abode

by them? thinking according to them he
onght to do many things contrary to the
name of Fefius®.

Nor are the cufioms of men a rule of
judgment, or a dirc&tion which way men
fhould take in matters of religion ; for zhe
cuftoms of the people are for the moft part
vain®; and {uchas are not Jewfx/ for us being
chritianstorecezve or obferve'; and concerns~
ing which we fhould {ay, we bave no fuch
cuftom,neither the churchesof God &. Cuftom
1s a tyrant, and ought to be rebelled againft,
and its yoke thrown off.

Nor are the traditions of men to be re-
garded ; the Pharifees were very tenacious
of the tradirions of the ¢lders, by which they
tranfgrefled the commandments of God, and
made his word of no effet; and the apoftle
“Paul, in his ftate of unregeneracy waszealous
of the fame; bur neither of them are to be
imitated by us; it is right to obferve the ex-
nortation' which the apoftle gives when a

- chriftian

* Alls xxii. 3. 4. and xxvi. q. ¢ Jer. xx. 3,
! Alts xvi. 21. £y Cor. xis 16, |
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chritidin®; beware left any man fpoil you
through philofophy andvain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the
world, and not after €hriff. Take care you
are not impofed upon; under the notion and
pretence of an apqﬂolzml tradition; unwrit-
ten traditions are not the rule, only the word
of God is the rule of our faith and pradtice.

Nor do the decrees of popes and councils
demand our attention and regatd ; it matters -
not what fuch a pope has determined, or what
canons {uch a councz/ undet his influence has
made s what have we to do with the man of
{in, that exalts himfelf above all that 1s called
God, who fits in the temple of God, fhew-
ing himfelf as if he was God? we know
what will be his fate, and that of his fol-
lowersi.

Nor are the examples of men, no not of
the.-beft of men, in all things to be copied
after by us ; we fhould indeed be followers of
all good men as fuch, of thofe who zhrough
Sfaith and patience inherit the promifes s and
efpecially of fuch,> who are or have been

fpiritual guides and governors in the church;
who have made the fcriptures their ftudy,
and have laboured in the word and do&rine

their

D2 Col. ii. 8.  *2Thefl. ii, 4, 5. Rev. xx. 10. and
Xul. 8, and xiv. 11,
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their faith we thould follow, confidering the
end of thewr converfation s how that iffues,
and when it terminates - Chrift, his perfon,
truths and erdinancesy £he fameto day, yefter-
day and for ever® . but. thien weareto follow
them' no further than they follow Chrift ;
the apoftle Pand defired” no more than this
of liis: Corinthians vith refpe& to himfelf;
and o’ more can bBe* demdanded of us;. it
fiould:be’ no-byas on: ewyt miilds,. that fuch
and' fuch -2 man ef fo-muth grace and ex-
cellent: gifts thought and: pratifed {orand fo.
We are to call no'mzn’ fatlies. o¢ mafter on
carth; we Have but onei fathier.in hieaven, and |
one mafter which is:Chriff, whofe:do&rines,
rules; and ordinantes we thould rideive and
obiferve. We are not to Be ittfluenced- by
men of learning and wealth; tho’thefe fhiould
bc on theother fide of the queltion; itfhould
be no ftumbling’ 'to uss had this been:acrule
- to be attended to; chriftianity. liad dever: gok
focting'it the worlds Hawe anyof the rutérs
or of tbe* Plariftes believedonhim 2 but. this
people who knvwet i not/thelaw, arecurfed*.
1t pleafed the Lord ity thiecficftitimes: of the
- Gofpel; to hidé e thingsofitiffom the wife
and prudent, and'reveal hewmuntiphabes; and
to call by his grace zos many wife men after

" - ke

% kHeb. vi, 12, and xiii, 7, ! Tohn vii, 48, 49.
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2he f=b, not many mighty, not many noble,
bur the foolifh, weak; and bafé things of the
world, and things tbat are not, o co&_;‘bmzd
the wife and. mighty, and bring to nought
things that are; .that no ) Aefh ﬂazz[d glor] 7%
bis prefence™ ¢ nor fhould it concern us that
the greateft number is on the oppofite fides
we are not to follow a multitade to do evﬂ 5
the whole world .once wondered after thc
beafts Chrift’s flock is but a little ﬂod( |

The fcriptures are the only external ﬂ'uldc
in matters of religion; theyare the way- poﬂs
we fhould look up unto, and takc our direc-
tion from; and fhould fteer our comfc AC=
cordingly : zo thelaw and tothe z‘fﬁ,zwm)(  if
men [peak not according tothisword, it is be-
caufe there is no light in them®; we thould
wot believe every [pirit, but trythem,whether
they are of God°; and the trial thould be
made according to the word of God';-the
{cripturcs fhould be fearched, as they were
by the neoble Bereans, to fec whether the
things delivered to¢onfideration are fo or nos
the in{criptions on’ thele way-pofts fhould be
rcad, which-aré:written {o plain, that he that
runs may re@d them s and thcy diret to a

way,

. m Ma'tt._ x1. 2¢, 26.-; 1 Cor. 1, 26~2q9. 8 I, viit, 20,
° 1 Johniv. 1.
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way, in which men tho’ fools fhall nhot etr:
if therefore the enquiry is

1ft. About the way of falvation ; 1_f that is
the affair the doubt 15 concerning, look up to
the way-pofts, look into the word of God,
and read what that fays; fearch the {criptures,
for therein is the way of eternat life ; life and
immortality, or the way to an immortal life
s brought to light by the Gofpel. The
fcriptures, under a divine influence, and with
a divine blefling, are able t6 make a man
wife unto falvation, and they do point unto
men the way of it; it is not the light of
‘nature, nor the law of Mo/es, but the gofpel-
part of the fcriptures, which direét to this;
thefe will fhew you that God favesand calls
men with an holy calling, not according to
their works, but according to his purpofe and
grace ; that it is not by works of  righteouf~
necfs done by men, but accordingto the mercy
of God, that men are faved ; and that it is
not by works, but by grace, left men thould
boaft?; that it is a vain thing for men to ex-
pect falvation this way 3 that it isa dangerous
one, fuch who encompafs themfelves with
fparks of their own kindling, fhall lxe down
in forrow; and that it is a very wicked thing,
fuch facrifice to their own net, and burn

incen{e
P 2 Tim,i.9. Ti. i, 5. Eph. i, 8, g.
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incenfe to their own drag. Thefe will in-
form you that Chrift is the way, the truth,
and the life ; that he is the only true way to
eternal life ; that there is falyatioh inhim, and.
in no other ; the Janguage of them is, believe.
on the Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou fhalt be
faved : thefe words, falvation alone by Chrift,
falvation alone by Chrift; are written as with
a fun beam on them; juft as the way-pofts
fet up in places where two or more ways
~-met, to dire& the manflayer when he was
flecing to one of the cities of refuge from.
the avenger of blood, had written on them.
in very legiblc charaters, refuge, refugeS.
2dly, If the queftion is about any point
of dotrine; if therc is any hefitation con-
cerning any truth of the Gofpel, look up to
the way-pofts, look into the {criptures, fearch
them, fee and read what they fay; for they
are proﬁmble for do¢trine*s for finding it out,
explaining, Tonfirming, and defending it:
thefe will tell you whgther the thing in de~
bate is fo or no, and will dire&t you which
fide of the queflion to take; if you feck.
for knowledge and underftanding in Gofpel-
truths, diligently and conftantly,asyou would
for filver, and fearch after them as for hid
treafures, then will you undetﬁand the fcar
C 2 of
s T. Hierof. Maccot. fol. 3. 4. * 2 Tim. 1. 16.
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of thc Lord, and find the knowmdge of
God‘ Thus for inftance, ' - ..

If the: enquiry is about-the doétrine of the
T1 inity 5 as thc light of natuie and reafon
'lel tell you, that" there is” bit one God,
and whu:h is'confirmed-by revélation ; the
fcuptm es willinform you, thatt bereare:three.
tbdt bear record-in beaven, . thé Father, the
Word, and the Holy Spirit, afid that thefe
ﬁaree are one“’ ‘are the oné God - ook into.
the firft page of the bible, ‘and youll fee
how juft and right is that obfeivation of the
Plalrnift *5 4y tbe word of the Lord were the
beavens m:tde, and all the hoft of themby the
breath or _/j)zrzr of his mouth 5 and that Je-
hovah his Word-and Spifit were concerncd
in thé creation‘ofall things: you'lllearn from
thencc that’ God made the heavens and-the
carth 5 that the Splnt of God moved uponthe
face of the waters, and broucrht the chaos into.
a bcautlful order, as well as frarm?hed the hea-
vens; and that God the Word {aid, let there
be light, and there was light; and-that thefe
three are the’ #s that made man aftcr their
image and likenefs¥. This dofrine is fre~
quently fuggefted in the Cld- Teftament, but:
clearly revealed in the New, and no.where

more clearly than in the commiflion for.the

admi-
“‘Prosil. g3 =t _]ohn v. 7. 8 Pf. xxxiii. 0.
v Gen. i. 1, 2, 3, .20.
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admini;[’cration of tlie. grdinance Qﬁ;baP_ti_fmg
g0, teach.all nations, baptizing them. in the
mawe of the Father,and of 1/o¢ Son,andaof the
Holy:Ghofi =5 and inithe adminiftration of it
itfclf to our Lord. Jefus Chrift, at; which ali
the three perfons appecared s the Bather by a
voice from-heaven;. declacing Chrift hig bey
loved Son 3 the Son i hyman pagurey {ube
mitting to the ordinances. ang tiig Holy Ghoft
defcendihg: as a: dove upon; him ¥; thig.was
thought: :vo: be fo clear. 3 tefimony;far;this
doGrine, that it was ufual with the. ancients
to fay; go to: Jordans: and . 1here, Jearp the
do&rine of the: Xritisys - -1+ v RS

If the queftion 15 CcOnCeEning, tt}%:#?&?@f
Chrift; his exernal- Senfhip. and: diftinét per:
fonality, look, ta your, way-mags goquire
into the facred records, and thege yowll finda
that he is the mighty- God, God ever all,
bleflicd for ever, -the. Great God, -the trug
God, and eternal life®; thatall divine per=

iiiiii

atr

fetions are-in hims- that the fulnefs of the
Godhead dwellsin hims thathe is the bright-.
nefs of his- Father's glory, and .the cxprefs
image " of his perfon;  to whom all diving.
works are afcribed, and all diving worfhip is
given ; that he is the only begotten. of - the .
a -~ 7 " "Father,y -
"'-Matt.‘xxvi‘ii. 1Q.. vy Matt. §ii. 16,19, .+ 2. I0ix6.
Rom;ixs g, Tit 41, 13.- 1 Johav. 20, "¢ T

- = r » A ol v .‘:_._ - -k
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Father, the firft-born of every creaturc, or
was begotten before any creature was: in
being?; of whom the Father fays, zbox art
my Son, this day have I éegatten thee®; that
he is the Word which was in the beginniug_
with God, and muft be diftin& from him
with whom he was; and in the fulnefs of
time was madeflefh, whichneither the Father
nor the Spirit were®; and the {ame facred
writings will fatisfy you about the deity and
perfonality, as well as the operations of the
blefled Spirit. | -

If the doubt is about the doftrine of clece
tion, read over the facred volumes, and there
you'll find, that thisis an eternal and fove-
reign at of God the Father, which wasmade
in Chrift before the foundation of the world ;
that it is to holinefs here, and happinefs here-
after ;3 that the means are fan&tification of the
Spirit, and belief of the truth 5 thatitisirre-
{peltive of faith and good works, being before
perfons had done cither good or evil ; that
faith and holinefs flow from it, and that grace
and glory are fecured by it 5 whoms be did pre-
deftinate, them he alfo called, and whom be
called, them he alfo jufiified, and whom he
Juflified, them be alfo glorified °.

If
* Heh. i. 3. Cal.ii. g.and i. 15 R - Pf:.ﬁ"'?'
€ John i 1, 14. d Eph i, 4. 2 Thefl, u. 13z

Rom:' ix. 11. and viii. 30.
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If you have any hefitation abour the doc-
- trine of original fin, look into your bible;
there youll fee, that the firft man {inned,
and all finned in him; that judgment through
his offence came upon all men to condemna-
tion ; and that by nis difobedience many
were made finners ; that men are conceived
in fin, and fhapen in iniquity ; that they are
tranfgreflors from the womb, go aftray from
thence {peaking lyes, and are by nature chil-
dren of wrath ©.

If the matter in debate is the fatisfadtion
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, read over the epiftles
of his holy apoftles, and they’ll inform you,
that he was made under the law, and became
the fulfilling end of it, in the room of his
people ;s that he yielded perfect obedience to
it, and bore the penalty of it, that the righ-
teoufnefs of the law might be fulfilled in
them s that he was made fin for them, that
they might be made the righteoufnefs of
God in him ; and a curfe' for them, that he
might redeemthem from the curfe of thelaw ;
that he offered himfelf a facrifice for them, in
their room and ftead to God, for a {weet
{melling favour ; that he fuffered, the juft for
the unjuft, to bring them nigh to God, and

died

* Rom. v. 11,13 19. P l. g, and lviii. 3. If:dvm 8.
Eph. . 3.
6
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died for their fins according to the fcriptures,
and ‘made rcconcmanon and aronement for
them £, |

If you are at a lofs about. the extent of
Chrift’'s death, and krow- not what part to
take in the contfoverfy about ‘genéral and
particular redemption, look to your way-
marks, the {criptires, and take yous direction
from thence ; and there you'll obferve; that
thofc whom Chriit faves from their fiis aré
his own people, for whofe trangreflions he
was f{trickens that he gave his life a ranfom
for many, for all {forts of perfons, for all his
cle&t, Fews and Gentiles s that they were bis
fheep he laid:down his life for 5 that he loved
the church, and gave himfelf for it ; and that
he tafted death for every one of his brethren,
and of the childrenthe Father gave him ; that
thofe that are redeemed by him, are redeem-
ed ont of cvery klndrcd , tongue, p....ople, and
nation . S -

If the affair“béfore you is thie doérine of
juftification, and the query is, whether it is
by works of rightecoufnefs done by you; ot
by the righteoufnefs of Chrift imputed to you,

. ' | or
f Gal. iv. 4. Rom. viii. 3y 4o and X. 4.‘ 2 Cor. v. z1.
Gal. 111, 13.  Eph. v. 2. 1 Pet. iii. 18. 1 Cor. xv. 3.

Heb. 1. 17, . - ®-Matt. i;;21, and xx. 28.,. John x. 15.
Eph. v. 25. Heb. ii. g, 10, 11, 12 Rev: v. 9.
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or about any thing relating to it, read over
the facred pages, and efpccnally the eplﬁles of
the apoftle Pax/; and youw'll eafily Tee, that
a man cannot be )u&1ﬁcd in the fight of God
by the works of the law, or by his own obt:- |
dience tothe law of workss that, if rightecouf-
nefs comes by the law, Chrift is dead in
vain ; that men are ju[hﬁcd by faith, without

the works of the law, that is, by the righ-
teoufne(s of Churift, received. by faith ; that -
they are juftified by the blood.of Cheift, and
made righteous by his Qbedlencc 5. that. this
is the nghteoufnefs which God approves of,
accepts, and zmputes to his people, without
works ; and which being looked to, appre-
hended and received by faith, is produé’ci_vc_
of much fpiritual peace and comfort in the
foul &- o

If the difpute is about free-will or free-
grace, the power of the one, and the efficacy
of the other, in a finner’s regeneration and
converfion ;- turn to your bible, and from
thence it will appear, that this work is not by

might, or power of man, but by the Spirit
of the Lord of hofts; that men are born’
again, not of the will of the ﬂc{h nor of
the will of man, but of God, his {pirit and

D ﬂracc 3

- € Rom, iil, 20, 28. Gal.it. 16, 21. Rom.v. 1, g, 1g.
and iv. 6. |
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orace; that it is not of him that willeth, nor
of him that runneth, but of God that thew-

- eth mercy ; that the work of faith isa work
of power, of the operation of God, and is
carried on by it, and is even according to
the exceeding greatnefs of his power, ‘who
works in man both to will and to do of hlS
own good pleafure 2 e
If the demur isabout the final perfeverance
of the faints, read over the gracious promifes
and declarations in the word of ‘Gody and
they’il ferve to confirm you in it; as that
the righteous fhall hold on his way, and he
that hath clean hands fhall'grow fironger and
{tronger ; that God will ‘put his fear into
the hcearts of his people, and they ‘hall not
depart from him 5 that they are preferved in
Chrift Jefus, and in his hands, out of whofe
hands none can pluck them, ‘who is able to
Keep them from falling, and will 5 and that
they are, and fhall be kept by the powcr of
God thro’ faith unto falvation *
~ To obferve no more: if the do&rines of
the refurre€tion of the dead, and a future
judgment, fhould be called in queftion, read

the divine oracles, and there you are told,,
that

" Zach. iv.§, Jobn i. 13. andiii. 5. Rom.ix. 15, 16.
Col.ii. 12. 2 Thefl. i, 1. Eph.i. 1g. Phil. ii. 13.

* Job xvii. 9. Jer. xxxii. 40. John x. 28,.29. Jude
1. 24. 1 Pet.1 3.
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that there will be a refurretion both of the
juft and unjuft; that the one fhall come forth
from their graves to the refurretion of lifc,
and the other to the refurre@ion of damna-
tion ; that there isa judgment to come; thzt
there is a righteous judge appointcd, and a
day fet when juft judgment will be executed;
and that all, fmall and great, good and bad,

muft appear before the judgment-feat cf
Chrift to receive for the things donein the

body, whether they be good, or whethcr

they be cvil .
3dly, If the enquiry isabout worfhip, the

{criptures will dire€t you both asto the object
and manner of it, and circumf{tances relating
to it ; they will inform you, that God only
is to be worfhipped, and not a creature; and
that the deity to be worfhipped is not like
to gold, or filver, or ftone graven by art and
man’s device ; that God is a fpirit, and muft
be worfhipped in fpirit and in truth : you'il
there find the rules for the feveral parts of
worfhip, for prayer to him, finging his
praife, preaching his word, and adminiftring
‘his ordinances, and how every thing fhould
be don¢ decently, and in-order .

D 2 - Athly,
® A&s xxiv. 16. John v. 28, 29. Adlsxvil. 21. Rev.
12. 2 Cor. V. 10. } Rom. i. 26, Aéts xvii. 29.

John iv. 24. 1 Cor, xiv. 40.
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4.thly, If the enquiry is about the nature
of a church, its government, officers, and
difcipline, look into che ancient records of
the fcripture, and there you will meet with a
juftand true account of thiefe thmgs the ori-
ginal of them, and rules concerning them 3
you'll find that a church is a fociety of fai-nts
and faithful men in Chrift Jefus, that a
joined together in holy fellowfhip, that are
_1ncorporated into a vifible church-ftate, and

by agreernent meet together in one placcto
carry on the wotfhip of God, to glorify him,

and edify one another ®; that it is not na-
tional, provincial, or parochial, but congre-
gational 5 thar its offices or officers are only
thefe two plainones, bithops, or overfeers or
clders,and deacons®; where you'li find nothing
of the rabble of the Romifp hicrarchy ; nota
{yllable of archbifhops, archdeacons, deans,
prebends, priefts, chantors, reftors, vicars, cu-
rates, ¢»¢. there you'll obferve laws and rules

of Chrift the fole head of the church, hisown
appointing, for the better ordering and regu-
lating affaijrss;. rules about the reception and
reje&tion of members, for the laying on or
taking off cenfures, for admonitionsand ex-
communications; all which are to be done
by the joint fuiffrage of the church.

| sthl
!‘ EPh- i- I. 1 Cpr_ xi_ 203 t Ph.il. i, . y’
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sthly, 1If the enquiry is about the ordi-
nances of the Gofpel, ffand in the ways and
fee, and ask for the old paths, in which the
faints formerly trod ; if 1t is about the ordi-
nance of the Lord’s fupper, the fcriptures
will inform you of the original inftitution of
this ordinance by Chrift, of the nature, ufe,
and intent of it; ‘that it is to fhew forth the
death of Chrift till he come again; to com-
memorate his fufferings and facrifice, to re-
prefent his body broken, and his blood fhed
for the fins of his people; and that if any
onec is defirous of partaking of it, he thould
firlt examine himfelf whether he has true
faith in Chrift, and is capable of difcerning
the Lord’s body®. If it is concerning the or-
dinance of bapti{in, by confulting the facred
oracles you’ll eafily perceive that this is of
God-and not of man ; that it is to be done
in water ; that the form of adminiftration is
in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghoft ; that the fubje@s of
it are believers in Chrift, and the mode by
immerfion ; and that the whole is warranted
bythe comtmﬂion and example of ourLord?. .
‘but,
1 If there is.any doubt about the fubjelts
-of thisordinance, whether they are infants or

adult

att, ¥xvi. 26 27, 28. 1 Cor. 11. 24=—29.
P att. xxi. 2¢. andiii. 6,11, 36, and xxviil. 19.
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adult pecfons, ffand intheways and [ee, and

ask for the old paths ; not which fathers and
councilshave marked out, but which the fcrip-

tures point unto, and in which Yebz the Bap-
(¢, Chrift, and his apoftles, havetrod. We
do not decline looking into.the three firft
centuriesof chriftianity, commonly reckoned
the pureft ages of it we readily allow, that
infant-baptifm was talked of in the zbird
century ; it was thenmoved in the African
churches s but that it was pradtifed is not
proved. I won’t fay it is improbable that
any were then baptifed; but this I affirm, it
is not certain that any were s as yet, it has
not been proved : and as for the writers of
the two firft centuries, not a word of it 'is
mcntioned by them. And had it, had any
thing dropped from their pens that looked
like it, and could by artifice be wire-drawn to
the countenance of it, we thould not think
ourfelves obliged to embrace it on that ac-
count ; what if Hermas, or Barnabas, or Ig-
natins, or ‘Polycarp, or the two Clements of
Rome and Alexandria, or Irenzus, ot fuftzn
Martyr,or T atian,oxTheophilus of Antioch,
ordthenagoras,or Minutiuskelixdeclaredit,
any one or more of them, as their opinion,
that infants ought to be baptized, tho none

of them have ; yet we fhould not think our-
1 felves
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felves bound to receive it, any more than the
many abfurdities, weak reafonings, and filly
niotions thefe men gave into; and even could
it be proved, as.it cannot, that it is an in-
conteftable fa@& that infant-baptifm was ad-
miniftred by one or more of them, it would
only ferve to prove this fad truth known by
other inftances, how {oon corruptions in faith
and pra&lce got into the chriftian churches,
even prefently after the times of the Apoftles;
nay, the myftery of iniquity began to work
in their days. “Wherefore, in order to get
fatisfa@ion in this point,

Look over the accounts of the adminiftra-
tion of the ordinance of Baptifm, by Johbn,
the firft admlmﬁrator of it, -and {ee if you
can find that any infants were baptized by
him. Woeare told, that there went out to
bim Ferufalem and czll Fudea, and all the re-
gion round about Fordan ; that is, the inhabi-
tants of thefe places, great numbers of them ;
but {urely thefe could not be infants, nor any

among them, that wenz out to Fohn to hear
him  preach, or be baptized. by him: ’tis
added, end were baptized of him in Fordan,

confelfing their fins ; thefe alfo could not be

infants, but adult perfons, who being made
truly fenfible of fin,and havingtrue repentance

forit, frankly and ingenuoufly confefled it ;
which
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which infints are' not: capable of.. (‘}fobﬂ
preached the baptifm of repentance,and requir-
cd repentance previousto it, and even fruits
meet for it, and evidential  of it; and when
the Pharifees and Sadducees came to his bap-
tifim, who alfo could not-be infants, he ob-
je@ts to them, becaufc. not ﬂood “men and
penitent, and even tho’ they were capablc of
pleading that they were the childrenof 44rz-
ham, and the feed of that great believer 9.
And indeed the notion that.is advanced in
our day is avery idle one, that infants muft
be baptized becaufe the fced of believers.
Are not all mankind the’ fced of believers 2
Has not God made of o&;c max} ’s bleod_ all
nations that are upon the face, pf}therﬁarth 2
Were not Adamand E11¢belleve:s in. Chrift,
to whom the firft promife and dg:plaratlon of
a Mefliah were made?.And .don’t all men
fpring from them @ Or come we lower to
Noahb, the father of the new Worlc! who
was a perfet man, and found grace in the
fisht of Gods do not all men defcend from
him? Turks, Fews, Pagans and Papifts are
all the {ced of belicvers, and at this rate
ought to be baptized: and as for immediate
believers and unbelievers, their feed by birth

are upon an equal foot, and are in no wife
better
% Matt, iii, 5,6, 7, 8,G.
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better, one thananother, or have any prefe-
rence the one to the other, or have by birth

any claim toa gofpcl privilege or blefling the
other has not; the truth of the matter is,
that they are equally by nature children of
wrath.

Look fartherinto the account of DBaptifim
as adminifired by Chrift, or rather by his or-
ders, and f{ee if you can find an infant there-
Fohw's difciples come to him, and fay, Rabb:,
he that was with thee beyond Fordan, to

whom thow beareft witnefs, behold the fame
baptizeth, and all men come to him*. Thele

alf{o could not be infantsthat came tohimand
were baptized ; and befides, who they were
that were baptized by him, or by his orders,
we are afterwards told, and their charalters
arc given s Fefis made and baptized more
difciples than fohn® : firk he made them
difciples, and then baptized them, or ordered
them to be baptized 5 and adifciple of Chrift
is one that has learnt him,and the way of fal-
vation by hims who is taught to deny finful,
civil and righteous felf for Chrifts and fuch
were the perfons baptized in the times of
Chrift, who muft be adult ones; and with
this his pracice agrecs the commiflion he

gave in Mart. xxviii. 19. where he orders
E teach-

* John iii. 26. > John iv. 1
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teaching before baptizing ; and fuch teaching

as iffues in believing, with which compare

Mark xvi. 16. True indeed he fayst, fijfer

little children to come unto me, and forhid
them not; but they were admitted to come

to him not to be baptized by him, of which
there is not one {yllable, nor the leaft inti-
mation, but to lay his hands on them and pray,
or be touched by him, very probably to heal
them of difeafes that might attend them.
However, it feems recafonable to conclude,
that the apoftles knew nothing of any fuch
practice as infant-baptifm, enjoined, practifed,
or countenanced by Chrift, or they would
never have forbid the bringing of infantsto
him; and our Lord faying nothing of it
when fuch a fair opportunity offered, looks
very darkly upon It. _

Once moie, look over the accounts of the
adminiftration of Baptifm by the apoftles of
Chrift, -and obferve who they were that were
baptized by them. We read indeed of
houfholds baptized by them ; but inafmuch
as there are many families that have no in-
fantsin them, nothingcan beconcluded from
hence in favour of infant-baptifm; it fhould
be firflt proved that there were infants in thefe

houfholds, before any {uch confequence can
be

¢ Matt, xix. 14.
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be drawn from them: and befides, it will
appear upon a review of them, that not in~
fants but adult perfons in the {everal inftances
are intended. Lydia’s houfhold confifted of

brethren, whom the apoftles comforted, who
could not be infants, but adult perfons; we
have no account of any other, no other are
named; 1if any other can, let them be named.
The jaylor’s houlhold were fuch, to whom
the word of God was {poken, whobelieved in
God, and rejoiced with him. J8zephanas’s
houfhold, which is the only other that is
mentioned, is thought by fome to be the {fame
with the jaylor’s; but, if not, it is certain that
it confifted of adult perfons, fuch who addicted
themf{clves to the miniftry of the famts® It
will be eafy to obferve, that the firflt perfons
that were baptized after our Lord's refurrec-
tion and afcenfion, were {fuch as were pricked
to the heart, repented of their fins,and gladly
recccived the Gofpel ;s {fuch were the three
thoufand who were baptized, and added to
the church in one day. The Samaritans,
hearing Ph:lip preach the things concerning
the kingdom of God, were baptized both
men and women. The inftance of the
cunuch is notorious; this man was a fewz/b
profelyte, a ferious and devout man, was
E 2 reading

“ Als xvi. 18, 32, 33, 34, 40. 1 Cor. 1. 16. and xv1. 15.
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reading in the prophecy of Ifzzah when Ph;-
/1P joined his chariot s who, after converfa-
tion with him, defired baptifm of him, to
whom ‘Philip replied, that if he believed
with all his heart he might be baptized 5 in-
timating, that if he did not, notwithftand-
ing his profeflion of religion, and external
[crioufnefs and devotion, he had no right

to that ordinance; and upon profefling his
faith in Chrift he was baptized. Cornelius
and his family, and thofe in his houfe to
whom Pezer preached, and on whom the
Holy Ghoft fell, were ordered by him to be
baptized, having received the Holy Ghoft,
and for that reafon. And the Corinthians,
hearing the apoftle Pan/, and believing in
Chrift he preached, were baptized¥: from
all which inftances it appears, that not infants
but adult perfons were the only ones bap-
tized by the apoftles of Chrift. Now, tho’
we might juftly demand a precept or com.
mand of Chrift to be fhewn, exprefsly en-
joining the baptifm of infants, before we can
go 1n to {uch a pratice, fince it is ufed as a
part of religious worfhip; for which we ought
to have a thus faith the Lord : yet if but one
fingle precedent could be given us, one in-

ftance

v Alls ii. 37, 41, 42. and viii. 12, 37, 38. and x. 47.
and xviii. 8. .
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ftance produced; orif it could be proved that
any one infant was ever baptized by Fobn the
Bapt:ft, by Chrift, or his orders, or by his
apoftles, we fhould think ourfelves obliged
to follow {uch an example ; let this be thewn
us, and we have done; well fhut up the
controver(y and fay no more. Strange! that
in the fpace of fixty or {eventy years, for fuch
a courfe of time ran out from the firft admi-
niftration of baptifm to the clofe of the canon
of the fcripture, that in all the accounts of
baptifm in it, not a {fingle inftance of infant-
baptifm can be given: upon the whole, we
muft be allowed to fay, and if not, we muft
and will take the liberty to f{ay, that infant-
baptifm is an unfcriptural practice s and that
there is neither precept nor precedent for it
in all the word of God.

2. If the doubt is concerning the mode of
baptifm, whether it is to be performed by im-~
merfion of the whole body, or by {prinkling
or pouring a little water on the face, take the

fame courfe as before, ask for the old paths ;
enquire how this ordinance was anciently ad-

miniftred in the times of ‘fohz, Chrift, and
his apoftles. I fhall not appeal unto, nor
{fend you to enquire the fignification of the
Greek word; tho’ all men of learning and
fenfe have acknowledged, that the primary

nmeaning



( 30 )

meaning of the word is to dip or plunge;
but this ordinance was appointed not for men
of learning only, but for men and women
alfo of the meaneft capacities, and of the
moft plain and fimple underftandings: where-
fore let all enquiring perfons confult

The fcriptural inftances of baptifm; read
over the accounts of baptifm as adminiftred
by Febn, and you'll find that he baptized in
Fordan : ask yourfelves why a river was
chofe, when a dafon of water would have
done, had it been performed by {prinkling or
pourings; try if you can bring your{elves to
believe that fohn was not in the river for-
dan, only on the banks of it, from whence
he tookwater, and poured or {prinkled it; and
if you can {erioufly and in good earneft con-
clude with a grave divine,that if he wasin the
river, he had in his hand a {coop, or fome {uch
inftrument, and with it threw the water over
the people as they ftood on the banks of the
river on both fides of him, and {o baptized
them in fhoals. Look over the baptifin of
Chrift by Faebhzn, and {ec if you can perfuade
yourfelves that Chrift went ancle deep, or
a lirtle more, into the river fordan,and Fohbn
itood upon a bank and poured a little water
on hishead,as Meflicurs painter and engraver
have dcfcnbcd them ; or whether the moft

3 caly
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cafy and natural {enfe of the whole is not
this, that they both went into the river For-
dan, and Fobnbaptized our Lord by immerfi-
on; which when done, he ftraichtway came
up out of the water, which {uppofes him to
have beenin it 5 and thenthe Spirit defcended
on him as a dove, and a voice was heard from
his Father, faying, this is my beloved fon =,
Carefully read over thofe words of the Evan-
gelitty, and Fobn alfo was baptizing in Ae-
non near to Salim, becaufe there was much
water theres and try if you can make much
water to fignify /ittles or many waters,as the
words may be literally rendered, only a little
rill, or fome fmall rivulets of water, not fuffi-
cient to cover aman’s body ; tho’ thephrafe is
ufed even of the waters of the great {ca®; and:
perfuade your{elves if you can, that the reafon
of the choice of this place, becaufe of much
water in it, was not-for bapti{m, as {ays the
text, but for the convenience of men, their
camels and aflfes on which they came to hear
John, of which it {ays not onc word. To.
which add the inftance of the eunuch’s bap-
tifm, in which we are told ?, that both PA:-
/ip and the eunuch went down intothewater,
and that when baptifm was adminiftred they

came

* Matt. i1, 6, 16, 17. ¥ John iii. 23. z Sept.
in Pf, Ixxvii. 19. and cvii. 23. * Adts viit. 38, 39.
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came up out of the water : now try whether
you can really believe that this great man,
who left his chariot, went down with Ph:-
/ip into the water, ancle or knee deep, ‘on-
ly to have a little water fprinkled and pour-
ed upon him, and then came out of it,
when in this way the ordinance might as well
have been adminiftred in his chariot ; or whe-
ther it is not moft reafonable to believe from
the bare narrative, from the very letter of the
text, that their going down into the water
was in order that the ordinance might be ad-
miniftred by immerfion; and that when P4:z-
/7p had baptized the eunuch this way, they
both came up out of the water : as for that
poor weak criticifim, that this is to be under-
{tood of going to and from the water-{ide; it
may be asked what they fhould go thither
for, what reafon was there for it, if done by
{fprinkling ? Befides, it is entirely deftroyed
by the obfervation the hiftorian makes before
this, that zbey came unto a certain water®;
to the water-fide; and therefore when they-
went down, 'it muft be into the water it{elf;
it could not with any propriety be faid, that
when they were come to the water-fide, af-
ter that they went to the water-fide. But
to proceed,

Con-

f’ Verle 386,
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Confiderthefigurative or metaphorical bap-
tifms mentioned in fcripture. Bapti{m is faid*
to be a like ﬁgurc to Noak’s ark, in which
eight fouls were. favcd by water; there is a
llkcncfs, an agrecment between the oneand
the other 3 now fee if you can make out any
likenefs between the ark upon the waters and
bapufm aspcrfoq:ncd by {prinkling; whereas
it foon appears as“pcrformcd by immerfion, in
which perfons a are covered in water, as Noas
and his famnly in thc ark wéré,fwhcn the foun-
tains of the great. de‘cp were broke up under
them, and the Wﬁidﬁws,of hicli%égwére opened
above them: thgnkfmm “ﬁg@ ves, whether
fprinkling or imn::lcf ion" Egﬁﬂagices with this,
that baptifm thould be called the antitype to
it; to wthli m&li %e adégd ‘that Noab and
his family, | ‘when ‘fhiut’ up i‘n the ark, were,
as it were, biiil? ;'ﬁere gd Baptlfm by im-
merfion is a rcpi*ﬁ';|i Eatxaﬁ of a burial. The
paffage of the 1]7' lete: thro the red fea is
called a bemg bapg#éd in the cloud and in
the fea?; but why ﬁ'xould it be fo called?

what is the:c in that account that looks hke
fpnnklmg? “There is that rcfémblcs 1mmer—
fion ; for when the waters of the feaftood up
on both fides of them, as a wall, and

¥ a

€ 3 Pet. iil. 20, 21. | d 3 Cor; x. 1, 2.
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a cloud c:overed thcm théy wcrc as peoPIc
immerfed in water 3 and befides, thelr going
down into the fea, and paﬁiﬁg thto’ it, and
coming up out of it on the other fide ;-if it
may not be llterally called dnimiverfi on, it
was very much like an 1mm‘crﬁoh ifto water,
and an emerfion out of it ; atid both'that and
baptifin reprefent 4 burial ‘and tefurreion.
The fufferings 'of our Lord are ciltéd a bap-
tifm; you would do well to'ééﬁf” der’Wwhe-
ther only fprinkling a few drops of watéron
the face, or an immerfion into it, beft repre=
fentstheabundanceand Oreatne?é of ouiLord’s
forrowsand fuffcrlngs, for Whlch Féeafon 1_:‘heyi
are called a baptifm s and the. father, fince
they are fignificd by the wateis coming into.
his foul, and by his coming into dccp waters,.
where the floods overflowéd himi®.  Once
more; the extriords inary donahon of the Holyr'
Ghoft on thc d’ay of Penticoft is called a2
bapti{m,. or a being. bapnzcd ‘with ‘the Holy"
Ghoft, and with fire; ‘which was done when
the houfe in whlch the apoﬁlcs were wasf
ﬁllcd witha mlghfy wind, and cloven tongues,.
as of fire, fat upon thiem ¥ : it deferves your.
conf‘ dcranon whethcr l:hlS Wonderful affair,

and

© Luke xii. 0. Pf. Ixix. 1, 2. - f I\htt 1ii. k1.
Adts i, ¢o-and i, I,,z,g e
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and this large abundance of the Spirit, is not
better exprefrcd by baptifm, as adminiftred in’
a large quantity of water than wuh a little.
To add no more, |

"Confider the nature, ufe, and end of bap-
tifm., it isa burials and the ufe and end of it
are, to reprefent the buriil and rc['urreéhon of
ou,r Lord Jefus Chrift ; h:nce the phrafc of
bcmg buried with bim in éaﬁtzfmt . fee if
you can make any thln o of a burial wheén this
ordinancc is admlmﬂred by fprmk]mg; can
you pc;fuqdc yourfelvcs that a corpfe is pro-
perly. buqed ‘Wwhen only a little duft is fprin-
kled on IS fac;r' on the other hand, you’ll

caﬁly perceive a hvely reprcfentanon of a bu-
ﬁal virhcn thc ordlnance is p*crformcd by im-

11111

and when he comes out of i u-, 1t clearly rc-
p;ef’ems our Loxrd’s rcfurre&mn, and the bes

" "‘LI’I"

lievers rifing again to newnefs of life. Upon.

the wholc, havmg asked for the good old
paths, and found them, walk herem abndc

-.-r_r

by this, ancient pra&me of baptifin by unn
merﬂon ; a pra&lpe which continued for the

| o [ ol T W

l}:aqc of thirteen hpgglged years atleaft, with-
out i’n'f: cxpcpnpn, unleﬁs a few bed-ridden
pcoglc in the times of Cyprian®, who re.-
. , F 2 | cexvcd

; RQII‘I. VL 4.- COI llr 12+ | | N Cl}nlc’
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ceived baptifm on their fick and death-beds,
fancying there was noatonementforfins after
baptifm,and thereforedeferred ittill fuchtime,

But after all, let me advile you in the
words of our text to enquire where is the
good way, or the better way; for tho' the
ordinance of baptifm, and every other, is a
good way, there is a better way. This is a
way of duty, but not of life and falvation ; it
1s a command of Chrift, to be obeyed by all
believers in him, but not to be trufted in and
depended on; it is effential to church-com-
munion, but not to {alvation; it is indeced no
indifferent thing whether it is performed or
no; this ought not to be faid or thought of
any otdinance of Chrift; or whether in this
or the other manner, or adminiftred to this
or the other fubject. It ought to be done as
Chrift has direted it thould 5 but when it is
beft done, it is no faving ordinance : this I
the rather mention to remove from us a
wicked and a foolith imputation, that we
make an idol of this ordinance, and place
our confidence and dependance on it, and
put it in the room of the Saviour. Icallit
wicked, becaufe falfe ; and foolifh, becaufe
contrary to an avowed and well-known prin<

ciple on which we procced, namely, that
faith
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faich in Chrift alone for falvation is a pre-
requifite to baptifm : can any man in his
fenfes think that we depend on this ordi-
nance for falvation, when we require that a
perfon fhould believe in Chrift, and profefs
that he believes in Chrift alone for falvation,
before he is baptized ; or otherwife we judge
heis not a fit fubje&? but on the other hand,
thofe that infinuate fuch a notion as this,
would do well to confider, if their own con-
ductdocs not befpeak fomething of this kind 3
or otherwife what means the ftir and buftle
that is made, when a child is ill; and not
yet fprinkled? what means fuch language as
this “ run fetch the minifter to baptize the
¢ child, the child’s a dying?” does it not
look as if this was thought to be a faving
bufinefs, or as if a child could not be faved
unlefs it is fprinkled, and which when done,
they are quite cafyand fatisfied about its ftate?

But to lcave this, and as the apoftic fays, yez
frew 1 unto yow a more excellent wayt,
which is Jefus Chrift, the way, the truth, and

the life.
Chrift is the way of falvation, which the

Gofpel, and the minifters of it, point out to

mens and he is the only way of falvation,
there

4 1 Cor. xii. gt.
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there is falvation 1 m him,.;and. in no other
this is what the. whole bible ,centers imry; this

is the fum and fubﬂancc“ of it 5: this ;g,}ghe

iiiii

faithful fayln 12, 4 and wor;hy_..of all aCCEPLationa
that Chmft .came ARLO:; tbc Wgrld ;Qﬁfaﬁ,e\thc

Mot kb

chief of finners. ; He._is:the . way .of accefs
to the Father, nor,cap any, 599!9 to. Gjod g
by him.; he. is. the. mediater. between, Cad
and man, and thx:o hqn:;h;,r; is,accefs y.q;b
confidence. by: the fqgh of g;m” Hc 16 .the
way of acceptance with(ad, we . have Bon
thing to-render us ageeptable ynto-Gods - we
arc_black in ourfelves withopiginal and a;&gal
fin,and are only comely-inGhrifts .onr acgept-
ance is inthe beloveds~God;is well pleated
with him,-and -with.all thgare confidered

in him s their, perfons: and, their fagrifices
are acceptable to Gad thro™ him.. _Hc 18- the

Gt

way -of conveyance. of all; RTRCS .and . the
bleflings of it tous,: .All was given oraggx;lly
to him, .and to us in, him’ s0d. from him,
and thro lgm} we gccqvc 1t$. £ven. out of hl?fs
fulnefs, grace for grags; Akl r(pmtgg} bgcﬁ' pgs“
are with him, dnd come to us frdm Ihm';

all grace; pafics.thrg' “hig, hands 3: the.

or - 'll -‘ -

have, and all the. aftqr-fml@ ©of. it 3

f - F -i.‘-'

the ‘gif - of God, ererpal dife, isithra’ Jif u§
Ch,r-lﬁ our Lord. “And he is hc way to

.._;,. s . _q“_" ';:s':‘ . 3 hcavcn
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heéaven dnd etefnal Kappinefs; he hds-entred
into it ‘With hzsh\ﬁa b ood«‘faﬁeady, ;and has
opened a°way by T for -his people;: into the
holtéfborall ; ‘hé'is gone before-hand as rhei
foré-fiiiner; §ﬁd has?éken poﬂ"eﬁ' onofheaven
fortheéri’s Ae's néwmpréparmga place for them
théte; “dad will corie: ‘again and rake them to
htﬁ:ﬁﬂf and introduétthem:intohiskingdom -
and glory. And he is a plain, pleafant, and
fafe way; plain to him that underftands, and
has a Tpititual Kiowiedge of ‘him, even tho
Butofa very mean kapacityy for this is a way,
in which men: tho” ?ools,uihall nox err ; and
it is a very dehghtﬂﬂ ‘oné §- whatmore deé-
lightful than to live by faith on Chtﬁ’c Or to.
walk by faith ih hir; a8 }fehhsbécﬁ received,

And avery fafe’ 'ofe, miffadedébes none
cver perifhed that b&lieved ih CRSR; he is
the living way, all in“this way Iw’é* none in
this way die; tho' it isaftrait gat‘c and narrow
way, yet it furely and fafely leads to eternak
life; and tho' it is fometimes called a mew
Wiy, 'yet not becaufe newly contrived, for it
is a8 ‘ancient in this refped; as'the council”
and covenant ‘of peace ; nor newly revealed,
for it wasmadé known'to 4dami imnedmtely
after the fall; not ﬁe’wly made ufe of, for

all the Gld 'I'el'tafmnt faihts were dire@ed in
. this
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~ this way, ‘and walkcd in it, and were faved

lamb ﬂam from the foundqtlon of thp world,

as well, as we 3 but becanfe;d itis moregclcarly
manifefted, now; - and _m@ggﬁ alggely{ ,apd fre-
quently walked m, rogherque it is the good
old path to be asked: for 3 «therc ngver was
any other way of falvatwn,,_,,

- 4 v’
Igoon RN VA U TN !,

to take the dire&tion,. and makc the enqmry
as above; and in this I fhall .be very brief;
it lies in this claufe, and. ]eﬂdl ﬁndrrgﬂ fbr
]ourﬁmls. S

There is a reft for fouls t@,gbe en)oyed in
ordinances, when men arq)agrgvcct to.fatis-
faGtion about them, and fabmit. unto them
in a becoming. manner 3. V[hen a man has
carefully and confcxenuoqu; . fcarchcd the
fcriptares, and is come to a:point: about an
h ordmam:e. his. mind.is eaf w;y;‘ which . before
was diftracted and confufed 5 -and. he is the
more eafy . in- that he has: iaﬁcd the faithful
part to hlmfclf and truth’s -and I.can't fee
how perfons can-have reft’ in their. minds,
who have not ftood in the ways and looked

about them, fearched the fcriptures, and en-
quired
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quired for the good old paths, and in confe-
quence of -an hoheft-enquiry, walk: therein:s
to fuch, wifdom’s ways. are ways of pleafant-
nefs, and her paths paths of ‘peace s there is
great peace-enjoyed in them; tho’ not from
them;’'_a believer comes to:-an- ordinance,
being -upon -enquiry fatisfied-about it, as for
'mt’cance, the - ordinance . of baptifm ; he, T
fay, comes to it with delight, pafles through
it-with pleafure, and goesaway from it as
the:eunuchdid, rejoicing. -

“There:is reft ‘for fouls to 'be- en;oyed in
do&rines, which a ‘man ‘déés enjoy, when
upona dlllo'ent {edrch after trathi he finds it;
anidisat.a point: about it aman: that is tofifed
to:and. fro’ with: aevcry* wind .of doétrmc, #is
like 2. wave:of the fca, always feftlefs ‘and
uneafy-s - a~déul:ﬂe~m1ndcd manshat halts:"‘be-u |
tween two opinions; and: {omietimes inclinies
to-one,’ -and. fomctlmes to - the' othcr, is un-
ftable in-all: hw wa)rs, and lvdés no true reft-in
his*rmn*d aﬂ*man"that is'¢arried ‘about with’
diyers and: I’crangc -do&rines, islike a meteor
in: the air, “_fomeumes hére, and fometimes
there; a good™ thing it.is to ‘have the heart
eftablithed it and thh the dotrines of grace ;
and the way'to this is to fearch the {cripturcs,

to “feec whether thefc things be {o or nos;
- ~ a G which
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which when ferioufly andifaithfully done, the
iflue is peace of confcience, reft in. the mingd.

But above all, true.reft for the foul is to
be had in Chrift, and fuch:who. ask. foy.the
good and better- way find.it.in him, nor. isit
to be found: in.any other s Chrifk is that to
believers, as Noagh’s ark was, to;.the; deve;
which Could:;ﬁﬂdt no reft fior. the &ch _ oﬁ;.ims
fect, tillit returned thither: there is ceft-in
Chrift, and no where elfe, and: he invites
weary fouls to come to him fog.it;;. bis words
arc, come unto e allye that dafonr and are
beavy laden, and I will give you refls. take
wmy yoke upom you, and learn, of -me,. for. Lans
meekand lowly in beart, and.ye foall findreft
upto your fouls s which lafk clanfe isthe fame
with this in our text, and our Lord: fcems;to
have had refpeét unto it,. and: to, have took
his language from.itr: apd.what. peace. and.
reft do weary. fouls find.in, Ghrift, when their
faith is led to bis perfon, fulaels,; bloed,facri-
fice and righteoufnefs? and. fuch who. . arc
made partakers of fpirityal., reft -hgre, fhall
enjoy an cternal one hereafger, for Rill Zfere.
remains a reft ta the peaple. of - God'.

To conclude, let us blefs .God . for the

fcrxpturcs that we have fucha way~mark to
' direét

k Matt. xi. 28, 29. 1 Heb. iv, g.
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direft: us,. and point out unto usthe way in
which ‘'we: fiouid gass-let us make. ufe of
thems let us./Barch the firipburesdaily and
diligently; and:the rathgr; fince-theyiteffify of

Chrift; of his perfon, offices, of-his de&trines
and;-ordinances- . Thalp: ara tbe more fure
wond of, ﬂﬂpbec_)b towhich -we 4o, well to
takeheeds astomkightthining imadark plates
thefe.arg ax/dmp-watovout feek, and a /ight
UAkO PBL pathsboglimithuretptst to.the way
of; falyation, -and-talthe way of opr. daty.
Thefe guide us to the old paths, and fhew

us where is the good way in which we fhould
walk; and when weare tempted to turn to
the right hand, or the left, it is beft to hearken
to the voice of the word behind us, fzy:ng,
thisis the wgy, walk.in it ™. The bible has
the beft claim to antiqtiity of any book in the
world, and the Golpel, and the truths of it
have the greateft marks and evidences of it
upon them. Error is old, but truth is more
ancientthanthat ; theGofpglisthe everlafiing
Gofpel; it waseveneordainedbefore the world
untoourglory® ; andthe ordinances of it, as
adminifired in the:times of Chrift and his

apolflles, fhould be received and fubmitted to,

43

™ John v. 39. 2 Pet. i. 19. Pf, cxix. 105. If. xxx. 21.
® Rev. xiv. 6.9 1. Cor, ii, 79 3
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as there delivered 5 and we fhould walk in
them as we have Chrift and his apoftles for

an example: but above all things, our con-
cern fhould be to walk in him the way; there
is no way better, nor any fo good as he;
feck reft for your {oulsin him, and no where
clfe ; not in the law and the works of it,
there’s nonc there; not in the world and the
things of it, 2hzs is not your ref?, it is polint-

ed® ; but fcek it in Chrift, where you’ll find
it here, and more fully cnjoy it with him
hercafter.
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