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ACTS xxvi. 22, 23,

Having therefore obtained help of God,
I continue unto this day, witneffing

both to fmall and great s [faying none
other things than thofe which the
prophets and Moles did fay fhould
come: thatChrift [bould [uffer, and
that be [bould be the firft that fhould
rife from the dead, and fhould [bew

light unto the people, and to the
Gentiles.

NS HIS Le&ure, which I am now
2 I3 about to take my leave of, was

;{‘g AN fet up in the year 1729, between
fix and feven and twenty years
ago. I opened it with 2 difcourfe or two
on the words of the Plalmift in P{. lIxxi. 16.
I will goin the firength of the Lord God; I
will make mention of thy righteoufnefs, even
of thine only : my view in the choice of thofe
words was, partly to obferve that I under-

A took
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[ 4 ]

took the fervice of the LeGture, and engaged
in this work, not in my own f{trength, but
in the firength of Chrift, hoping for and
expeéting the aid and afliftance of his Spirit
and grace ; and partly to thew that my in-
tentions and refolutions were to preach that
great and glorious do¢trine of a finner’s free
juftification before God, by the righteouf-
nefs of Chrift imputed to him, with all
others that are analogous to 1t, or in con-
netion with it ; which Lutber rightly called
articulus flantis el cadentis ecclefiee, the ar-
ticle of the church ftanding or falling, or
that by which it ftands or falls ; for as that
dorine is recewved or rejeted, the church
of Chrift in all ages and periods of time
flourithes or declines. And thro’ the grace
of God Thave been enabled to abide by thefe
refolations throughout my concern 1in this
Lecture; and now I clofe it with a difcourfe
on the words read, baving therefore obtarned
betp of God, &c. which are part of an apo-
logy or defence, which the apoftle Pau/
made for himfelf in a very numerous affem-
bly ; at the head of which were very great
perforiages, as Agrippa king of the Fews,
Bernice his fifter, Feftus the Roman gover~
nor, with the chief captains, and principal
men of the city of Cefarea, and all in open
court ; which verified what our Lord had.
foretold to his dilciples, faying s, ve fFall be

brought

3 Matt, x. 18,
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brought before kings and governors for my
fake. 'The apoftle being permitted to {peak
for himfelf, addrefled the king 1n a very
polite manner, and gave an account of him-
{elf from his youth upwards; how that he
was brought up in the ftricteft fect of the
Fewzfb religion, a Pharifee; trained up in
the belief and hope of the promifed Mefliah,
and of the refurreflion of the dead; and
poflefled with prejudices againft Fefus of
Nazareth and his tollowers, againft whom
he was exceeding mad, and perfecuted them
to ftrange cities ; and how that in the midft
of his career of rage and fury againft them,
it pleafed the Lord to meet with him, and
convert him: and then he relates the man-
ner of his converfion; how an amazing
light furrounded him and ftruck him, and
thofe that were with him, to the ground;
that he heard a voice {pcaking to him by
name, and what an{wer he returned to it ;
when he was not only effetually called by
grace, but the Lord Jefus Chriit perfonally
appeared to him, and made him a minifter
of the everlafting gofpel ; promifed him pro-
teCtion and deliverance from all people, Fews
and Gentiles, to whom he fhould fend him ;
and pointed out the ends and ufcfulnefs of
his muniftration ; #o open the eyes of men, o
turn them from darknefs to light, and from
the power of [atan unio God, that they may
reccive forgivenefs of fins, and an inberitance

A 2 nmong
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among them which are [anitified by faith that
£s 7n Chrift; upon which he obferves to
Agrippa, that he was not difobedient to the
beavenly vifion ; but immediately preached
the doctrines of faith, repentance and good
works at Damafcus, the place where he then
was, and at Ferufalem, and through all the
land of %Yudea, and then among the Gentiles;
and thefe were the only caufes and reafons
of the rage of the Fews againft him, and
which moved them to feek to take away his
life time after time: but notwithftanding, the
Lord preferved him for much and long ufe-
fulnefs in the miniftry of the gofpel ; which
he takes notice of in the words before us,
baving - therefore obtained help of God, &c.
In which may be obferved,

Firfl, that the apoftle afcribes his conti-
nuance In life, and in the miniftry of the

word, to the help that he had obtarned. of
God ; which help,

1. Defigns the care of divine providence
exercifed towards him 1 a {pecial way and
manner. The providence of God is com-
mon to all his creatures; it is owing to
that, the fow/s of men are apheld in life;
and as life 1tlelf 1s a grans and favour from
the Lord, fo it 1s his providential vifitation
that preferves the fpirits of men. In him
all lrve, and move, and have their being®;
they not only have it from him, but they

are
* Pl Ixvi. 9 Jobx 12, A&s xvii, 28.
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are fupported in it by him ; and there is a
{pecial providence which fuperintends the
people of God ; though he is zhe Saviour of
all men, yet more efpecially cf thofe that be-
Jieve* ; and particularly minifters of the go-
{pel are in a remarkable manner . preferved
by the Lord; he holds thele flars in bis right
hand?; they are his peculiar care and charge,
and he continues their ufeful lives for much
fervice in his church, This was the happy
cafe of our apoftle.

2. It takes in, and has a particular re-
{fpe@ unto, the deliverance of him from
dangers to which he was expofed, and
which Chrift promifed him, ver. 17. and
he here acknowledges was made good unto
him. As foon as he became a convert,
and a preacher of the gofpel, the %ews laid
in wait for him to take away his life ; in-
fomuch that the difciples were obliged to
let him down in a bafket by the wall of the
city of Damafcus, to make his efcape ; at
another time they found him 1in the temple,
and fell upon him, and beat him unmerci-
fully, and would have deftroyed him, had
not the chief captain of a Roman band ran
to his relief; and after this, forty of them
bound themfelves under a curfe, notto eat
or drink until they had killed him ; befides
many perils of life was he in among the
Gentrles, as at Lyfira, Icomum, and other

places H
¢ 1 Tim, iv. 10. ¢ Rev. 1. 1.
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places ¢ ; but he obtained help of the Lord
againft all his enemies, and deliverance
from all dangers; and continued a faithful
difpenfer, of the word, and flood € his ground,
through all difficulties, and in {pite of all
onpolition.

3. This includes all that help and affift-
ance which he received from the Lord in
preaching the gofpel ; for notwithftanding
his natural and acquired abilities, and the
ordinary and extraordinary gifts of the Spirit
heftowed on him, yet he was con{cious of
his own weaknefs and inability in himfelf
to perform fuch {ervice ; and therefore afksé,
why 15 fuffictent for thefe things 2 he knew
he was not of himfelf, and that the grace
of Chrift alone was fufficient for him ; that
it was his frength which was made perfect
in his eocaknefs; that it was through Chriff
frengthenzng him he did thofe @// and won-
derful things he did ; that tho’ he laboured
more abundantly than any of the apoftles,
yet 1t was znot he but the grace of God which
was swith him ® 5 by which he was what he
was as a munifter, and had what he had as
fuch, and did what he did under that cha-
racter ; and by which he was enabled to
preach the gofpel fo frequently, fo conftant.
lv, fo fully; and in fo many places from
Jerufalem round about to Iyricum.

Secondly,
® Adls ix. 24, 23. and xiv, 1. and xxi. 32, 33. and xx'n.
(2, 13. f Lerzu. ﬁfl’f. 8 2 Lor, 1. 16.

2y Cor. xv. 10. 2 Cor. 1. 0. Phil. 1v, L 3.
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Secondly, the apoftle exprefles the nature
of the work he was engaged and continued
in, by witnefling : it was a teflifying the go-
Jpel of the grace of God'; bearing witnefs
to the truth of it, to the grace of God in
it; his free favour in chufing men to falva-
tion, in providing and {ending Chrift to be
the {aviour of them, and 1n the whole of
their falvation by him : it was a giving tef-
timony to Chrift, to his perfon, office and
grace ; hence the gofpel is called #he zefls-
mony of our Lord* : the-apoftles of Chrift
were made and appointed to be his wit-
nefles, to teftify of his incarnation, works,
{ufferings, death, refurrettion from the dead,
afcenfion to heaven, and of all things they
had heard, and feen, and knew concerning
him ; and {o was the apoftle Pawl, ver. 17,
and all minifters of the gofpel are witnefles,
who prophefy, though in fackcloth, and
will do fo to the end of the reign of Anti-
chrift,

Thirdly, the perfons to whom he wit-
nefled, he fays, were fmall and great; hav-
ing no doubt a {pecial regard to the audi-
ence he was now addrefling, confifting of
great perfonages, as before obferved, and
of a multitude of the common people ; he
bore witnefs to the truths of Chrift and hig
golpel, to all forts of men, of every age,
rank and condition of life, high and low,

Tich

'

£ A xx, 24. # 2 Tin 1. 8
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rich and poor, and of every charalter, wifc
and unwife ; his commifiion being the fame
with the reft of all the apoftles, reached to
all ; go into all the 'warld and preach the
g%bel to every creature ',

Fourthly, the fubject-matter of the apoftle’s
miniftry is fignified; 1ft, more generally, as
what agreed with the doltrine of the Old
Teftament, with Mofes and the prophets:
2dly, more particularly, as it refpetted, in
agreement with them, the fufferings and
refurrection of Chrift, and his being a light
to Fews and Genmtzles. And on thele zawo

things I {hall a little enlarge.
I. What the apoftle chiefly infifted upon

in his miniftry in general, was the {ame with
what Mosfes and the prophcts had {poken of;
faying none other things than thofe which

the prophets and Moles did [uy _/bazz/d come,
or fhould be™ : as he agreed with them in
the following things, which are particularly
refpected, {o in every thing they {aid 5 there
1s an entire harmony and confent between
the prophets of the Old, and the apoftles
of the New Teftament; and efpecially 1n
every thing concerning Chrift : they agreed
in laying him as the foundation of the church
and peopl of God, and of their faith, hope
and mpmmla; hence he 1s called ®, #he
Sewndation of the apoffles and prophets,  The

Old

Jjﬁm],.: }""1 I;. e l";:e:‘.'i.::; n Eph. ﬁ. 20.
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0ld and the NewTeftaments are like the che-
rubim over the mercy-feat, which were ex-
altly of the fame form and fize ; their faces
were to each other, and both to the mercy-
{eat, a type of Chrift; as the cherubim were
of the minifters of the word, the prophets of
the Old, and the apoftles of the New Tefta-
ment, Thefe two parts of the {acred ferip.
~ ture are the church’s fwo breafts, which are

like two young roes that are fwins®; that are
in every thing, in nature, colour and pro-
portion like to each other. Our Lord and
his apoftles appealed to the writings of
Mofes and the prophets, for the truth of
what they delivered ; they fetched quota-
tions from them to fupport their dotrines
by; and thefe are faid by them to be ab/le
to make men wife unto falvation, and to be
projutable for dollrine, for reproof, for core
rection, and for inflruction in righteoufnefs,
and to make zhe man of Goa thoroughly fur-
a1 fhed unto all good works® : there is not a
doltrine of the gofpel, but what may be
eftablithed and confirmed by thefe facred
books. And this will foon and eafily ap-
pear by a fhort detail of fome of the prin-
cipal and peculiar doltrines of it. As,

1. The dolrire concerning the divipe
Being, and the perfons in the Godhead. One
branch of which i1s, that there is but one

God,

° Cant. iv. §, P 2 Tim, i1, 15,16, 17,

B
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God. 'This is the voice of reafon and re-
velation, the language of the Bible, of both
Teftaments, old and new. Our Lord fre-
quently fuggefts this truth, and fo do his
apoﬁles and the apoltle Pzzzzl particularly,
1in the name of the reft, and indeed of all
chriftians, fays % zzs'z‘bfre 15 but one Godd;
and this is what Mofes faid *, hear, O Ifracl,

the Lord our God is one Lord : the prophets
fay the fame, and the Lord by them ; be-

fore me there wwas no God forimed, neither
Joall there be after .me —1s there a God be-
fides me ¢ yea there is no God, I know nof
eny*; all which is faid in oppofition to the
polytherfm of the heathens, but not to the
exclufion of any of the divine perfons in
the Godhead; for another branch of this
doCtrine 1s, that there is a plurality of per-
{ons in God, and that thefe are neither more
nor fewer than three; for as the apoftle
obn lays®, there are three that bear record
in beaven, the Fatper, the Word, and the
Holy Guoft, and thefe three are one; and
which agrees with the do&rine of Chrift,
as appears by his appointing the ordinance
of baptifm to be admmlf’cred, in the name
of the Fatber, and of the Sen, and of the
Holy Ghoft* ; which three divine perfons ap-
peared at the bqptlfm of Chrift ; there was
the Son of God in human naiure {ubmitting

to
! Matt. xix. 17, Mark xii. 20, 32. John, xvii. 3. 1 Cor,
viil. . 1 Tim. ii, s, * Deut. vi. 4. s 1. xliii,

10. and xliv, 8 ‘1 John,v.;, v Matt, xxviil, 17,
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to that ordinance ; and there was the voice
of the Father from heaven, declaring, that
this was his beloved Son, in whom he was
well pleafed ; and there was the Holy Spi-
rit, which defcended as a dove upon Chrift ™ ;
hence the antients ufed to fay, go to Fordan
and learn the dotrine of the Trinity: and
this is no other than what is to be found
in the writings of Mofes, and the prophets.
Mofes plainly intimates a plurality of per-
{ons in the Deity, when he reprefents God
as {aying, ler us make man in our image, af-
ter our likenefs— let us go down, and there
confound their language™ ; and his account
of the creation, plainly fuggefts there were
three, and no more. God, the firft perfon,
the Father, made the heavens and the earth s
and God the Word, the eflential Word, the
{fecond perfon, faid, let there be light, and
there was light 5 and zhe Spirit of God, or the
Spirit of the Meffiah, as the Fews call him,
the third perfon, moved upon the face of the
waters Y, and brought the dark and in-
formed chaos into a beautiful order. Al
which is fummarily comprehended 1n the
words of the Plalmift =; by the Word, the
effential Word of the Lord, of Febovah thé
Father, were the beavens made ; and all the
hoft of them, by the breath or [pirit of bis
mouth, And the prophets all agree in, and

B 2 bear

v Matt. i, 16, 17. * Gen.1. 26. and xi. 7.
Y Genu 1. 1, 2, 3. z Pf. xxxail. 6,
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bear teftimony to this truth : not to men-
tion any other than thofe words in Ifazab *,
ond now the Lord God and his Spirit bath
fent me; here are Fehovah and his Spirit
fpoken of, as eoncerned in the miffion of
Chrift into this world. Anether branch of
this dotrine is, that each of the divine
perfons 1s God ; not to fay any thing of the
Father, the firft perfon, about whom there
1s no queftion : the fecond perfen, the Son
of God, is exprefly called by the apoftle
Fohn, the laft of the apoftles, with whom
the reft agree, the true God and eternal life ®;
and this doétrine clearly appears in the writ-
ings of the Old Teftament, for to the Son,
be faith, thy throne, O God, is for ever and
ever ©; and he that 1s promifed as the child
that thould be born, and the fon given, is
named the mzghty God®; he who 1s pro-
phefied of as the faviour of loft finners, is
called their God, your God will come and
fave you©; he that is {poken of that fhould
be incarnate and become man, is faid to be
not a mere man, but zhe wman, Fehovak's
Jfellow* ; his equal, who thought it no rob-
bery to be equal with God. And as for the
Blefled Spirit, who, in the New Feftament,
15 called zbe Lord the Spirit; and lying to
him is reprefented as lying to God ¥; {o in
the Old Teftament fuch things are afcribed

to
a If. xlviil. 16. bt John, v. 20. ¢ P{ xlv, 6.
@ If. ix. 6. ¢ If. xxxv. 4. £ Zech, xiil, 7,
32 Cor.ui. 18, Alls, v. 3, 4.
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to him, as clearly thew him to be a divine
perfon ; fuch as, his concern in the creation
of all things; his bringing the earth into
proper form and order, by moving on the
face of the waters ; garnifhing the heavens,
and befpangling them with ftars; making
man, and giving him life and underftand-
ing »,

gz. The doctrine refpecting the perfon and
offices of Chrift, is the {ame in both tefta-
ments. Is he called in the New Teftament
the Son of God ? is the doftrine of his di-
vine Sonfhip written as with a fun-beam,
in the books of it? 1s he owned to be the
Son of God, by angels, and men, good and
bad, as well as declared to be fo by his Fa-
ther himfelf ? 1s this an article of the apo-
ftles creed, in which they all unite, {aying 5,
we believe and are fure that thou art Chriff
the Son of the living God ¢ not by office, but
by nature; for this is not a term of office,
but of relation, The writings of the Old
Teftament agree herein, in which the fe-
cond perfon 1s often called the Son of God.
Danzel knew him as {uch, and had inftil-
led {uch a fentiment of him into the mind
of Nebuchadnezzar, an heathen monarch ;
or otherwife, how could he have faid ¥, that

the form of the fourth perfon, in the fiery
turnace, 7s Jlike the Son of God?¢ Solomon,

long

h Gen.i. 2z, Job, xxvi. 13. and xxxii. 8. and xxxiii. 4.
* John, vi, Ca. * Dan, i, 2.
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long before him, under tiie name of Arur;
fays ' of God, and his divine Word, what
75 bis name, and wioat 15 his Sow’s naiie, if
thow canft tell 2 and David his father be-
fore him, ntroduces the fecond perfon as
declaring what his divine Father had f{aid
unto him ; the Lerd lrath [aid univ me, thou
art my 601;’, this day bave 1 begottcn z‘/yfe :
hence David exhorts the kings and judges
of the earth to Zzfs this Son of God; that
15, to ferve, worfhip, and obey him; who
appears to be a divine perfon, by his being
a proper objet of truft and conﬁdence,
bleffed are all they that put their truft in
fmm ™. Do the writings of the New Tefta-
ment fpeaL. of Chrift as God and man In one
perfon, this being the great myjiery of god-

linefs, Goa wmzzfﬁﬁ 112 the flefh® 2 The writ-
ings of the Old Teftament {peak of him alfo
in both natures as meeting 1In him: when
they reprefent him as a c¢hi/d to be bor,
they declare him to be zbe mighty Ged and
everloffing Father 5 and when they intimate
he fhould be @ brauch of David’s family,
they give him the name of Fchovab our
rightecufnefs 5 and when they fpeak of him
as a man, they call him Yehoval’s felloaw ©.
Is he in the New Teftament {aid ? to be #be
sediator between God and men 2 the writers
of the Old Teftament {peak of him as draw-
Ing

' Prov. xxx. 4. m Pl i, -, 12, "oy T, 1,

16. ° Ik 6. Jer. xxiit. 5,6, Zeoch, xiii, -,

P 1 Tim. 11 7.
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ing near to God, engaging his heart to ap-
prmch unto hlm ; as becoming the {urety
of his people; as being the days-man that
lays his bands on both ; as fignified by 7a-
cob’s ladder, which reached from earth to
heaven, and united both ; as the mercy-feat,
from off of which the Lord communes
with his faints; and as the angel of God’s
prefence, who appears for his people in it,
and introduces them into it4. Do the ape-
ftles of Chrift make mention of him as in-
vefted with the oflices of prophet, prieft,
and king ? this is no other than what Mofes
and the prophets faid fhould be. Mbofes
foretells that God would 7&ife up a prophes
[ike urto him out of the children of Ifracl,
whoin they fhould bearken to*; and David
fays of the Mefhiah, that he was by the con-
ftitution and oath of God, a pricf qfi‘e; the
order of Melchizedeck s and other prophets
i :rlllfy that he fhould make bzs fou! on of-
Jerang for fin, and make interceffion for tranj-
groffors ' 5 which are the two parts of his
prlef’rly office : and there 1s no need to fay,
that he 1s often promifed and prophefied of
as a king that {hould come, it is fo noto-
rious s refoice, O daughter of Zion — thy
Amg comnetty unto thee ™,

. The feveral peculiar do@rines of {pe-
(,ml and diftinguifhing grace are to be ob-

{erved
9 Jer. xxx Job, ix g2, Gen. xyviin. 120 Exod.
xxv. 22, 1. 1%111 9. T Deut. xviti. e, Ploex. 4.

AL L 1o, 12, v Zech, Ix. Q.

7
)
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ferved 1n the writings of the Old Teftament,
as well as of the New. As for inftance,
the doltrine of eternal, perfonal election : 1s
it a truth of the New Teftament, that {fome
men are chofen in Chrift their head before
the foundation of the world to be holy and
happy ? It is fuggefted in the Old, that
Chrift is God’s firft and chief eleé?, 1n whom
bis foul delighteth, and is chofen by him out
of the people ; and has a people chofen by
the Lord for his peculiar treafure and nbe-
ritance ¥ 5 for himfelf, or his glory, to enjoy
everlafting communion with him. Know
that the Lord bath fet apart, in a moft won-
derful and gracious manner, bim that is god-
ly ; him to whom God is good and gracious,
and who 1s the object of his free grace and
favour, as the word fignihies * 5 for bimfelf,
his fervice and honour. The fame writings
declare, that God has made with Chrift,
with David, his chofen, an everlafting co-
venant; that Chrift 1s fet up from ever-
lafting as mediator of 1t ; that s gormgs
Sorth in it were of old, from everlafling; that
he 1s the meffenger of 'it, yea the covenant
itfelf; that all the bleflings and promi-
{es of it belong to him, and are therefore
called the fure mercies of David? ; which

are

w If.xlii. 1. PLoIsxxix. 19. and cxxxv. 4. "D *
eft 15, quem Deus ¢ratia ac mifericordia {ua in Chrifto com-
pletitur, &ec. Joh. Henr, Michael. not. in P{. iv. 3.

¥ Pf. Ixxxix. 3. 2 Sam, xxiil. . Prov.wviil. 22. Mic.
v.2, Mal tior, If xlii 6, and lv. 3.
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are all ablolute and unconditional, and are -
all confirmed and eftablifhed by the blood
of Chrift, {aid to be the blood of the cove-
nant *, in one Teltament, as in the other.
The doftrine of particular redemption is
held forth in both, and appears alike ; the
perfon of the redeemer is the fame, that
fhould come to, and out of Ziom ; the re-
deemed are the {piritual and myftical Fa-
cob and Ifrael ; the things they are redeem-
ed from,are all their {ins, fatan that is {tronger
than they, and death and hell they deferve ®:
the do&trine of juftification our apoftle fo
much infifted upon in his miniftry and writ-
ings, is clearly exprefled by the prophets;
from whence it appears that it is God that
juftifies Chrift the head, and all his people
in him ; thatitis zz, and by him, that a//
the feed cy" Ifrael are jufisficd and g/or) ; and
that it 1s 22z him they have their juftifying
righteoufnefs, which is called an everlafting
one ; and hence he is called #he¢ Lord their
righteoufnefs®: the doltrine of pardon of
fin, which is an evangelical one, and of
pure revelation, is {poken of by Myfes and
the prophets, as by Chnft ; for 20 22 grve
all the prophets awitnefs, that thro bis name
whofoever believeth 11 bim fhall recerve re-

miffion of fins©; and by them it appears that

there
z Zech.1x 11, See Heb. xni. 20. 2 If, lix. 20.
and xlin, 1. Pfoexxx. 7. Jer. xxxi.rr. I 1 8 and

xiv. 24,25, Dan, ix. 24, Jor. xx, 6. ¢ Alls X, 43-
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there is forgivenefs with God; and that it
is of 4/l fins, and 1s an a&t of God’'s free
grace and mercy, and peculiarly his; and
who before the face of Mofes proclaimed his
name, ¢ God gracious and merciful, pardon-
ing iniquity, tranfgreffion and fin®: and the
agreement of other dollrines of the New
Teftament with the Old, may eafily be ob-
ferved, as being no other than what 1s there
afferted 5 as that converfion is not by might
or pewer of man, but by the Spirit of the
Lord®; and that they that have the true
grace of God fhall perfevere to the end;
thall go from flrength to firength, grow
fronger and flronger, and hold on thetr way;
and that the fear of God being put zzfo
theii bearts, they fball never depait from
him f; and that there will be a refurrection
of the dead, and a future judgment; that
thofe that fleep 1n the duft of the earth fhall
awake, fome to cverlafling life, and fome fo
everlofling fhame and contempt ® 5 and that
God will judse the righteous and the wicked,
and brizg every swerk info judgment, good
or evil, open or fecret™

II. The particular things here obferved,
in the miniftration of which the apoftle
agreed with AMyfcs and the prophets, are
{uch as refpect the {ufferings and refurrec-

tion
“ Pl.exxx. A, and ciit. 5. I xlni, 220 Exod. sxxiv. 6, 7.
¢ Zech iv, 6. £ Pl lxwsave 7. Job xvit, 9. Jer.

Xxiil 40, ¢ Dan xil, 2, P Eccl it 17. and xit. 14.
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tion of Chrift, and his being alight to ¥eaws
and Gentiles; that Ghrift flonld [uffer, and
that e fhould be the firft that fhould rife from
the dead, and fhew light to the people and fo

the Gentiles.
1ft, That Chrift thould fufter; a {uffer-
ing Chrift is the principal {ubject of the
ooipel - miniftry. The apofiles preached
Clriff crucified, as having {uftered the death
of the crofs in the room and {tead of, and
for the fake of men; and the apoftle Pau/
defermined o knoww, that is, to make known
none but Chizft and him crucificd, as the
only faviour of men. This was the firff
and principal thing of a// which he defiver-
ed where-ever he came, thar Chrift died for
oii fras according fo the feriptures®. The
perfon faid to fufter 1s Chrift 5 not the Fa-
ther, as fome called Pafri-pafians {rom
tnence, are f{aid to hold; they, as the Sa-
bellians, aflerting there 1s but one perfon in
the Godhead ; but of the Father our Lord
fays*, ye bave neither beard bis woice at any
tiie, ner feen Dis fhape.  IHe never afiumed
a nature capable of {uffering; nor the Holy
Spirlt npeither; he formed, prepared, and
adorned the human nature of Chrift, and
Chrift thro’ the eternal Spirit offered bimfelf
10 God'; but the Spirit {uffered not ; it was
the Son of God that became tncarnate, and
C 2 appeared

1 Cor.1 23, and 1. z. and 3V, 4.  Tohn v. 5~
' Heb, i, 14,
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appeared 77 the likenefs of finful flefb; and
whom God fparcd not, but delivered up into

the hands of juftice and death jfor us alfi™ :
it was not indeed 1n his divine nature, as the
Son of God, he fuftered, for that 1s impaf-
fible ; but in the human nature he affumed,
which he took on purpofe, that he might
have fomething to offer; as 1t was neceflary
he thould, that he might be puz t0 death 112
the flefb, and be crucified thro’ weaknefs™ :
and yet his fufterings are afcribed to his
whole perfon, and even as that is denomi-
nated from his divine nature ; juft as what
belongs to his divine nature 1s predicated
of his perfon, as denominated from his hu-
man nature ; for inftance, his omniprefence,
which s an attribute of deity, is afcribed to
Chrift, denominated the fon of man; and
no man bath afcended up to heaven, but he
that caine down from beaven, cven the fin of
man which 15 1n beaven®: and {o, on the
other hand, the fufferings of Chrift, which
are peculiar to his human nature, are {poken
of his perfon, as defcribed from his divine
nature ; as when it is faid, they would noi
bave crucified the Lord of glory, and God
purchafed the church with bis own blood? :
this 1s owing to that ftrit, clofe, hypofta-
tical, or perfonal union there is of the two
natures m the Son of God; and hence is

the

™ Rom.vi. 3. 32. " 1 Pet. iii. 18. 2 Cor. xiil. 4.
° john, ui. 13, P Cor, i, 8, Al xx. 28,
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the efficacy of the blood, righteoufnefs and
facrifice of Chnift: his blood cleanfeth from
all fin9, becaufe it 1s the blood of him who
1s the Son of God ; and his righteoufnefs
juftifies from all fin, becaufe it is the righte-
oulnefs of God, of him who 1s God as well
as man ; and his facrifice expiates all fin, and
is a fufficient atonement for it, becaufe it
1s the {acrifice of himfelf. Should it be afk-
ed, what 1t was that Chrift {uffered? the
an{wer is, that he {uffered 1n his name, cre-
dit, and reputation, which he willingly fub-
mitted to, and therefore 15 {faid* to have
made himfelf of no reputation : he was con-
tent to be reckoned a worm, and 1o man s
he was traduced as a finful man, as a fedi-
tious perfon, as having a devil, and doing
his miracles by his help and affiftance. He
{uftered 1n his body, being beat and bruifed,
buffeted and {courged, pierced in his hands
and feet with nails, 1n his fide with a {pear,
and in his head with thorns ; he fuffered
the painful, fhameful and accurfed death of
the crofs: he fuffered in bis foul, partly by
the temptations of {atan, for he fufered be-
ing tempted®; and partly by enduring the
wrath of God in the room and ftead of his
people ; 1n the garden, when his fou/ became
exceediiig forrowful even unto death® ; and
upon the crofs, when his God and Father

ft)l' i;lOk

91 John, 1. 7. F Phal. i, 8. = Pf. xxu1. 0.

t Heb. i, 13, ¢ Matt. xxvi, 38.
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forfook him, and he cried out in the agony
of his {pirit, my God, my God, why haft thou
forfaken me¥ 2 his {oul, as well as his body,
was offered, and became a {acrifice for fin.
And all this he endured, not on his own
account; he was cus of in a judicial way,
by the hand of divine jultice, but ot for
bimfelf *, for any fin of his ; he knew none,
nor did any, but he was wounded for our
tranfgreffions, and bruifed for our iniquities
it was for toe tranfgreffion of his people that
he was firicken?, {mitten and affliGted of
God ; not for angels, and any fins of theirs,
whofe nature he did not aflume, nor are
they {pared and faved ; but for men, finful
men, the worlt of men, the chief of fin-
ners; hbe [uffered the juft for the unjuft®;
not for all the individuals of mankind; for
his redeemed ones are redeemed from among
men, and out of every kindred, tongue, peo-
ple, and nation®; they are a peculiar people
Chrift fuffered for, his fheep he lazd dowwn
bis life for, the church he gave bimfelf an
oifering and a facrifice for unto God, of a
fweet-fmelling favour® : and his ends 10 all
his {ufferings were to make peace with God
for them, which is done by the blood of
his crofs ; to procure the pardon of all their
fins, which 1s obtained the {ame way ; and
to redeem them from all iniquity, which re-

demption
w Matt. xxvin 46. X Dan. 1x. 20. y If,
hiz. O, 8. “~ 1 Pet, m, 18. 2 Rev. xiv. 4.

and v, g, ° T rg, Johpy xo 1. Rpinov. 2, 23,
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demption is alfo through his blood ; and to
deliver them out of the hands of all their
encmies, and particularly from him who
had the power of death, the devil; and to
bring many fons to glory, for which it was
neceflary the captain of their falvation
fhould be made perfe&t through fufterings,
For there was an abfolute neceffity of
them ; ought not Chrifl to bave fiffercd thefe
things*? he muft; partly on the account of
God, his counfels and decrees, his pro-
mifes and prophecics. God relolved on
{aving finners by Chrift ; he appointed him
to be his falvation ; he determined he fhould
{uffer and die; and he was given up to
men, by the determinate counfel of God,

who did ‘to him none other things than
what his hand and counfel determined be-

fore fhould be done ; and to fullfil the de-
crees of God, it was neceffary Chrift fhould
{uffer, for his counfel fhall flasid?; as well as
to make good the many promifes and pro-
phecies concerning this matter, delivered
out by the mouth of his holy prophets;
and had he not {uffered, bow #hen could the
[eriptures be fulfilled that thus it muft be® 2
and partly on account of Chrift hunfelf, his
covenant-engagements, to do this part of his
Father’s will, and the feveral predictions
he himfelf gave out, that he fhould fuffer

many

¢ Luke xxiv. 26. d I{, xlvi, 10.
¢ Mait, xxvi, 54,
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many things of the Scribes and Pharifee:,
and die and rife again. As alfo on the ac-
count of the Lord’s people, who otherwife
could not be {aved ; for here was a law
broken, which muft be fulfilled, not only
1ts precepts obeyed, but its penalty, which
was death, muft be endured ; injured and
affronted juftice to be fatisfied, which could
only be done by the finner or furety for
him fuftering the demerit of fin: there was
no other way of faving finners but by the
fufterings of Chrift;.confiftent with the pur-
poles of God, lus council and covenant,
with the engagements of Chrift, and the
happinefs of the Lord’s people, thefe {uffer-
ings could not be avoided ; it was not pg/l-
ble the cup thould pafs from him; could any
other way have been found out, or thefe
fufferings excufed, that prayer of our Lord
would have * procured it.

Now all thefe fufferings of Chrift were
no other than what were foretold by Mo/es
and the prophets. The firft promife or
hint of a Mefliah {uggefts, that he would
be a foffering one, thou fhalt bruife [lis
beel ¢; and all the prophets {peak of him
as fubjelt to reproach and trouble, to pains
and {forrows, to diftrefs of every kind, and
death itfelf. Read over the 22d Pfa/m,
and the g13d chapter of Jfuzab, and it will

be abundantly evident from thence, and
other

I Matt, xxvi, 10, 5 Gen. 1L 13,
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other paflages, how the prophets zeffified .
before - hand the fufferings of Chrifl, and
the glory that fbould follow™; thefe thew
that he would be a man of forrows and
acquainted with griefs; that he would be
wounded, bruifed, give his back to the
{miter, and his cheeks to them that plucked
off the hair; that he would be brought
to the duft of death, and his foul be poured
out unto death ; and that he fhould be bu-
ried, and make his grave with the wicked,
and with the rich in his death. Yea, the
feveral circumftances of his {ufferings and
death are moft minutely and exaétly fore-
told in the writings of the prophets; as
that he fhould be betrayed by one of his
difciples, one that eat bread with him fhould
iift up his heel againft him ; that he thould
be {old for thirty pieces of filver, the price
of a fervant; a goodly price he was prized
at by them ; that he thould be deferted by
all the difciples, when he fhould be feized
and {mitten ; that he {hould be crucified be-
tween two thieves, or numbered among the
tranfgreflors; that the foldiers thould part
his garments, and caft lots on his vefture;
that they fhould give him gall for his meat,
and vinegar for his drink, and that his
fide thould be pierced with a {pear’,
2dly,

by Pet. 1. 11, L Pl g, Zech. xi. 12, 1. and
xii. 7. I L, 12, P xxii. 18, and Lax. 21, Zech.

21, 10,
D
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2dly, Another particular in which the
apoftle agreed with Mofes and the prophets,
5, that Chrift thould be the firft of the re-
[urrection of the dead *, or fhould rife firft
from thence : that he is rifen is certain, not
only from the teftimony of the women who
firft came to his fepulchre, and to whom he
firft appeared ; but from the teftimony of
his difciples and others : of thefe, he was firft
{een of Cepbas or Peter, then of the twelve,
after that of above five hundred brethren
at once; next of Yames, then of all the
apoftles ; and even after his afcenfion he
was {een by Stephen ftanding on the right
hand of God; and laft of all by our apo-
ftle, as here declared in the context, as
one born out of due time'., Now the apoftles
of our Lord were chofen witneffes of God for
this purpofe ™, and were men of unqueftion-
able charadters; they were thoroughly ac-
quainted with Chrift, and could not be im-
pofed upon; nor were they over-credulous,
nay they were incredulous to a fault, and in
this very cafe; they believed not the firft
report of 1t from the women, and the two
difciples that travelled with Jefus to Em-
maus 3 and therefore Chrift at his firft ap-
pearance to them upbraided them with their
unbelief, becaufe they believed not them which

bad feen biim after be was rifen® : and they
had

k Hg::.."r@-  avasacias vsROwy, 1 Cor. xv. 6, 75 8.
Alts, vii. 53, m A, X 41. n Mark, xvi.
11,13, 4.
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had all the opportunities and advantages of
fatisfying themielves in this matter, they
could with for; he fhewed himfelf alive to
them by infallible proofse®; he was feen of
them for the fpace of forty-days, during
which time they frequently eat, and drank,
and converfed with him; and they were
men of probity and honefty, and had na
finifter ends, nor worldly views to anfwer by
making fuch a report; but were fure to meet
- with reproach and difgrace, with rage and
perfecution, and with death itfelf in every
{hape where-ever they came with it: nay
the refurrection of Chrift 1s further con-
firmed by the teftimonies of angels, who
declared at the grave, that be was nof there,
but was r7fen?; and not they, and men
only, were witnefles of this, but the Holy
Ghoft alfo, by figns and wonders of his ate
tending the declaration of it%. Moreover,
not only Chrift was to rife from the dead,
but he was to rife fir/f, as he did ; for tho’
there were others that rofe before him, as
to time, as the fon of the widow of Sarepra,
who was raifed by Eljjab, and the Shuna-
mite’s fon by Efiffa, and the daughter of
Farrus, and the fon of the widow of Nazm,
and Lazarus, by our Lord ; yet thefe were
raifed, not by their own power, but by the

power of another ; whereas Chrift was raifed
D 2 by

° Als, 1. 3. * Luke, xxiv. 6.
T Al&ts, v, 31, 32.
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by his own power, and fo declared to be
the Son of God: they rofe to die again,
but he rofe to an immortal life, never to die
more ; he was the firft to whom God, in
this {enfe, fhewed the path of life” 3 for tho’
he was dead he is alive, and lives for ever-
more, and bas the keys of hell and death® :
likewife, he was the firft in dignity that
rofe from the dead; he whois the firff-born
among many brethren, 15 the firfl-vegotien
from the dead ; he rofe not as a private per- -
fon, but as the bead of the body, the church,
as the reprefentative of all his people, and
they were razfed up together with him *: alfo
he i1s the firft in caufality ; he is the firft
cavufe of the refurreCtion; as by man came
death, by man came alfo the refurreftion of
the dead ; 1t 1s by virtue of his power, and
in confequence of union with him, the
faints will rife ; he 1s the firfl-fruits of them
that flept®, the earneft and pledge of their
refurrection; asfure as his dead body is raifed,
fo fure fhall theirs; his glorious body raifed
is the exemplar and pattern, according to
which the bodies of the faints will be fafbron-
¢d 1n the refurreGtion-morn ; and it will be
owing to his wozce, and to the exertion of
his almighty power, that the graves will be
opened, and the dead will come forth and
appear before him ¥,

Now
v Pl xvi. 11,  Rev. 1. 18. t Col. 12 18.
Eph. i, 6. " 1 Cor.xv. 20, 21, 23. v 1, xxvi. g

Plal. w2zt John, v. 28, 29,
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Now this is a very principal dotrine of =

the gofpel, and of great moment and im-
portance ; on this the proof of Jefus, being
the true Mefliah, greatly depends; this 1s
the fign he chofe to give to the adulterous
and unbelieving generation of the Jfews,
when they required one of him, faying %,

there fhall no fign be given it, but the fign
of 1he prophet Fonas his lying three days
and three nights in the whale’s belly, a
type of Chrift’s refurrection from the dead
on the third day. This doctrine 1s of {o
much confequence, that were it not true,
the whole of chriftianity, the doltrine and
preaching of it, the faith and hope of chri-
ftians would be affefted with it, yea be all
vain ¥ and worthlefs. The refurrection of
Chrift has a very great concern in the jufti-
fication of men ; for he was raifed again
for our juftification*®; and it has an in-
fluence on their regeneration, to which it
is fometimes afcribed ; and both may be de-
figned by the power of bis refurrection®, as
well as the refurretion of his people at the
laft day, which depends upon it. And the
whole of this dotrine is no other than what
Mofes and the prophets faid fhould be ; it
is perfe@tly agreeable to the writings of the
Old Teftament; it was hinted at in the
types, of Ifaac being received from the dead

as

*\Matt, xii, 39. and xvi. 4. ¥ 1 Cor. xv. 14.
2 Rom. iv. z3. 3y Pet.1. 3. P hil ui. 10,
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as in a figure by his father, after he had
oivert him up for dead for threc days, .and
of Jonas being delivered from the belly of
the whale, after he had lain in 1t three
days and three nights; it was foretold by
David, Ifazab, and Hofeah particularly 5 who

declare he thould not {ee corruption in the
grave, that his dead body fhould arife, and
he and his people with him (hould be
quickened after two days °.

qdly and laftly, another thing the apoftle
had afferted, which Mofes and the prophets
had done before him, was, that Chnit
would be a light to Fews and Gentiles, or
would fhew light unto the people, and to the
Gentiles ; firft to the people of the Feaws,
and then to the nations of the world.

1. To the Fews. Chrift was firft {ent
to them, even fo zbe loff fheep of the houfe
of Ifracl®, and to them on]y he was zhe
minifler qf the circumctfion ©, or of the cir-
cumcifed Fews, to fulfil to them what God
had promifed and foretold ; and tho' they
received him not, but reje&ed him, he fent
his apoftles to them firft, and charged them
not to go Into the way of the Ge)zz‘zles or
into any of the cities of the Samaritans ;
and when their commiffion was enlarged
after his refurrection, they were ordered to

begin their miniftry at Ferufalem®, Now

thefe
b Pl xvi. 10, If xxvi, tg.  Hof, vi. 2. ¢ Matt.
XV. 24. 4 Rom. xv. 8, ¢ Mait. x. 6, 7.
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thefe people, notwithftanding they had the
law and f{tatutes of God, his word and or-
dinances, and the divine oracles commit-
ted to them, yet were in great darknefs,
and had no true underftanding of them ;
in thole times there was a vell over their
minds in reading the books of the Old
Teftament concerning Chrift, and the things
of the gofpel ; they were blinded, and fo
were their leaders the Scrzbes and Poar:fees.
Chrift came a light unto them, and the
light of grace and truth came by him ; and
fome through his miniftry, and that of his
apoftles, were {piritually and favingly en-
lightened,

2. To the Gentiles. 'Thele were in great
darknefs before the coming of Chrift ; they
were without a divine revelation, without
any knowledge of God and Chrift; they
were {uffered to walk in their own ways
of darknefs, f{uperftition, and 1idolatry ;
therr times before this were times of ig-
norance and blindnels: but when Chrit
came, he {ent his apoitles to them with the
gofpel to enlighten them ; and they carried
it throughout the world, and by means of
it, many were called and turned from grofs
darknefs to marvellous light. And now all
this was agrecable to the writings of the
Old Teftament, which reprefent Chrift as

the fun of Mglfz‘eazzﬁzeﬁ ; as that great light
which fhould arife and thine on the Ga-
Iilean



[ 34 ]
lilean fews, that fat in darknefs, and in
the fhadow of death, and fhould alfo be
a light of the Genteles® ; and fo good old
Simeon underftood the prophefies concern-
ing him, that he thould be a /ight to lighten -

the Gentiles, and the g/ory of the people of
Ifracl &,

The ufe of all this s, a2 wonderful
confirmation of divine revelation, of the
truth of chriftianity, and of Jefus being
the true Mefhiah ; for fince the wvarious
things foretold in the Old Teftament by
Mofes and the prophets, at fundry times,
and 1n divers manners, appear to be ful-
filled in the New, this proves the reve-
lation to be of God; that chriftianity ftands
upon a fure foundation, and that Jefus
of Nazareth 15 the Chrift promifed and
prophefied of from the beginning of the
world. And this may ferve to recommend
the writings of the Old Teftament to the
reading and perufal of men; fince they zef-
t1ffy of Chrift {o clearly, concerning his per-
fon, office, and grace, and are fo profis-
able ﬁJf‘ doétrine and inflruttion in rngz‘e-
oufnefs * : we have here alfo the plan of
the gofpel-miniftry ; that 1t 1s a f{uffering,
rifen, and exalted Saviour, held forth as a
light to Fews and Gentiles. This was the

plan

£ Mal,iv. 2. 1If. ix. 2. and xli. 6. ¢ Luke, 1.
32. " Johm, v. 39. 2 Tim. ii. 16,
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plan of the miniftry of the apoftle Paul;
and no man need be afhamed to copy after
fuch an example, who was the greateft
preacher that ever was upon earth, except-
ing our Lord Jefus Chrift. And now, m

friends, I call you to bear witnefs that thefe
truths, and what have been briefly {ug-
gefted in this difcourfe, have been what I
have chiefly infifted upon in the courfe of
this Leure; namely, the dotrines of a
Trinity of perfons in the Godhead ; of the
perfon and office of Chrift; of the perfon
and operations of the Blefled Spirit ; of {pe-
cial and diftinguithing grace, as it appears,
in election, redemption, juftification, adop-
tion, regeneration, fanctification, and the
final perfeverance of the faints; with other
doCtrines which are in confequence of them,
and in connetion with them. And now
I am about to take my leave of you, and
this Lecture, and do: not through any dif-
like of the work I have been fo long en-
caged 'in ; not through any dl(guf’c 2t any
thing 1 have met with ; not through any
difcouragement for want of attendance or
fubfcription; I have nothing to comnplain
of s the Leture was never 1 better cir¢um -
{tance than it now 1s. Buot 1 find my na-
taral ftrength will not admit me to prfﬂch
{o frequently, and with fo much conftancy,

2s I have done for many years palt; being
D NOW
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now on the decline of life, in the fortzeth
year of my minftry; fo thatit is time for me
to have done with extra-{ervice, I mean fer-
vice out of the church of which I am paftor.
But a more principal reafon 1s, that I may
have a little more time and leif{ure to attend to,
and finith an arduous work upon my hands,

A Expofitzon of the Whole Old Teflament ;

put of which work, I fhall immediately
propofe for publicatic 1; and if I meet with
encouragement, the publifhing of this will
be an additional weight upon me; and I
have no other way of eafing myfelf but by
dropping the LeCture ; and thefe, and thefe
only, are my reafons for fo doing. And
now as I would be, and am, thankful to
the God of my life, who has given me fo
much health and ftrength, to carry on this
Lecture for fuch a courfe of years, with
very little mnterruption for want of health;
fo I would, and do return thanks to you,
my friends, who have fo long encouraged
and -fupported me with your prefence and
purfe ; and 1 heartily with and pray, that
vou may be preferved from the prevailing
errors of the times, and may be kept fted-
faft in the faith of the gofpel, and abide
by the truths and ordinances of it; and
that the means of grace you attend upon,

In
2
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in feafon, and out of feafon, here, or elfe- -
where, may be blefled unto you for your
comfort and edification ; and that you may
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of
Jefus Chrift, and be made meet to be par-
takers of the inheritance of the faints in

light,

F I NTIS






