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DEUT. x 3.

- Aad T turned myfelf and came down
Jrom tie mount, and put the tables
in the ark which I had made; ond

there they be, as the Lord commanded
e,

Y IMR® O S E S being called up to mount
=X 1o Oinar, the Lord delivered to him
20 9B two tables of ftone, with the wri-
e ting of the law upon them; when
he defcended from thence, per-

ceiving that the children of Ifrael had finned,
by making and worfhipping the golden cali,
in gréat indignation at 1t, he caft them out
of his hands, and broke them at the bottom
of the mount: for this fin wrath came upon
the people, and many of them fell by the
fword of the foms of Lewz; upon which
Mofes had compaffion on them, and intreated
the Lord for them, who promifed to make
his goodnefs pafs before him, and proclaim
his name gracious and merciful ; and ordered
him to hew two tables of ftone like the firft,
B and




( 4)

and come up into the mount, and bring
them with him, and he would write upon

them the fame words which were on ;”
firft ; and alfo direGted him to make an

of fhittim wood to put them in; all which
he did: for having hewed two tables of
ftone, he carried them up to God in the
mount, who wrote on them the ten com-
mandments, according to the firft writing,
and gave them to Mofes; who having re-
ceived them, furned bimfelf, as our text fays,
from the place where the divine Majefty was ;
and came down from the mount, from mount
Sinai, with the two tables in his hands, and
the writing of God on them, one table in
one hand, and the other in the other hand;
and put the tables in the ark which he bad
made, or ordered to be made by Bezalee/;
for it was the fame with that he made, and
not a temporary one made for the prefent
purpofe till that was finithed : and there they
e as the Lord commanded me; there the two
tables were when Mofes rehearfed what is
contained 1n this book on the plains of Moas,
which was about eight and thirty years after
the delivery and renewal of the tables on
mount Szza¢ 3 and here they were 1n Solomon’s
time, when the ark was brought into the
temple built by him, and when, as it is faid,
there was nothing in it, fave the fwo tabls of
Jlone which Mofes put there gt Horeb® ; and

here

* 1 Kings viil. g.
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here they continued as long as the ark was
in being. In difcourfing on thefe words,

d ﬁ in order to improve them to fome {piri-
purpofes, I fhall confider,

I. The ark Mofes made; into which the
tables were put, as a type of Chrift,

II. What was put into the ark, the two
tables of ftone on which the law was
written,

IIl. What the putting of the tables into
the ark fignified ; and

IV, The continuance of them there; fhere
they be as the Lord commanded me,

1, The ark may be confidered as a type of
Chrift, both with refpect to the names and
epithets given unto it, and with refpet to
the matter of which it was made.

Furft, There is an agreement between that
and Chrift, 1n the names and titles by which
it 1s called; its general name is an ark or
cheft, fuch an one in which men put their
wealth and riches, their gold and filver, their
jewels and precious ftones, and whatfoever
i5 of worth and value : in Chrift are put and
hid all the treafures of wifdom and know-
ledge, all the riches of grace and glory: be-
fides the fulnefs of the Godhead which
dwells bodily in him, it has pleafed the Fa-
ther that all fulnefs of grace thould dwell in
him, for the fupply of the wants of his peo-

B 2 ple
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ple in all ages of time; he is full of grace
and fall of truth; there is a fulnefs of juftify-
ing grace and righteoufnefs in him, a fulngll
of pardoning grace, a fulnefs of fantify
and perfevering grace; and from bim dnd
by him does the Lord {upply the need of his
people, according to his riches in glory, or
glorious riches which are in him.

The ark is fometimes called the ark -of
God®, being made by his order and direion,
and for his fervice and worfhip, and was his
property : Chrift as a divine perfon is the Son
of God, his own Son, his proper Sonj as
mediator he was fet up, conftituted, and in-
vefted with this oflice, by him; as man, he
prepared a body for him in council and cove-
nant, and in time actually formed the human
nature, and filled and adorned it with the
gifts and graces of ‘his Spirit. Sometimes it
goes by the name of the ark of his ftrength,
artfe, O Lord God, into thy refling place,
thou, and the ark of thy frength *. Chrift is
both the mighty God and the mighty man,
the man of God’s right hand, whom he has
made ftrong for himfclf and for his people;
1 whom there 1s not only righteoufnefs, but
itrength for them, to enable them to exercife
every grace, to bear up under every affliction,
- to withftand every temptation, to. oppofe
every fin, and to perform every duty of reli-
dion; for though they can do nothing of
| - them-

b1 Sam.iv. 11,13, 17, 19, 21, 22, * 2 Chron. vi. 41.
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themfelves, yet they can do all things thro’
the ftrength of Chrift communicated to them.
The ark is alfo called the ark of the covenant©,
becaufe the law or teftimony, which {ome-
times has the name of a covenant, was put
into it : and not only the law has been ful-
filled in Chrift, but the covenant of grace
was made with him, as the head and repre-
{entative of his people, and 1s kept and ftands
faft with him; he is the furety, mediator,
and meflenger of it, yea, the covenant itfelf;
he is the {fum and fubftance of it; all the
bleflings of it are 1n his hands, and all the
promifes of it are yea and amen in him.
The ark has the epithet of toly given to it;
fofiah ordered the Levites to put the holy ark
nto the temple built by Solomon ¢ : Chrift is
the holy one of God, holy in his divine na-
ture, glorious in the perfection of his holinefs,
and 1s fuch as 1s not to be found in creatures,
angeis, or men; there 1s none holy as he 1s;
the Seraphim cover their faces when they
celebrate this periection of his; he is holy
in his human nature, that is the holy thing
born of the virgin, without the fpot and
blemith of original fin; he was holy and
harmlefs in his life and converfation here on
earth, did no fin, nor was conicious of any;
and he s the fountain and fource of all holi-
nefs to his people, and is of God made unto
them fanctification as well as wildom, righ-

teoulnels,
¢ Heb. ix. 4. ¢ 2z Chron, xxxv. 3.
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teoufnefs, and redemption; to all which may
be added, that the ark is called the glory. of
God, the face of God, and Jehovah him-
felf ¢, being a fymbol of his prefence: Chrift
15 the brightnefs of his Father’s glory, the
angel of his prefence, and Jehovah our 'righ-
teoufnefs.

Secondly, The ark may be confidered as a
type of Chrift, with refpe to the matter of
which 1t was made; it was made of wood,
even of fhittim wood, and that covered with
gold: it being of wood, may denote the
meannefs of Chrift in the human nature;
when he was found in fafthion as a man, In
his ftate of humiliation, he appeared in the
form.of a fervant, and was of no reputation
among men, emptied himfelf as it were, and
feemed as if he was ftripped of the glories
of deity, which were hid under the coarfe
veil of humanity; he took upon him all our
finlefs infirmities, was in all things made like
unto us, excepting fin; and hence he was
difefteemed of by men, defpifed and rejected
by them, yea rejeted from being a man,
was {carcely allowed the name of a man,
and was reckoned a worm, and no man.
1t being fbittim wood of which the ark was
smade, and which was incorruptible and du-
rable, may fignify the incorruption of Chrift
even in the human nature; for though he

was crucified through weaknefs, died thé
death

* Pf. Ixxviii, 61. and cv. 4. Numb. x. 35, 36,
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death of the crofs, and was laid in the graves
yet he was not left there {o long as to {ee
corruption; though he was dead, he was
{foon raifed from the dead, and now lives for
evermore. Melchizedeck was an eminent type
of Chrift, be baving neither beginning of days as

God, 7or end of life now as man ; and having
an unc/mngeab/e priefthood ¥, which does not
pafs from one to another, and in which there 1s
no fucceffion. Chrift 1s durable, even ever-
lafting in his perfon, offices, grace, and
fulnefs, and in the efficacy of his blood,
righteoufnefs, and facrifice. The wood of
which the ark was made, being covered with
gold, and having a crown of gold on it, may
point at Chrift, whole head, the principal na-
ture in him, is as the moft fine gold, and
who as mediator has a crown of pure gold
fet on his head by his divine Father, and
whom we now fee by faith crowned with
glory and honour in the human natpre in
heaven. It may be expreffive of the rich-
nefs of Chrift as man and mediator, whofe
riches of grace and glory are unfearchable ;
and of the worth and value believers in him
put upon him, and of the high efteem he
is had in by them, and how exceeding
precious he 1s to them.

There are one or two things more, which
though not reducible to either of the above
heads, yet are worthy of notice ; as that the

1 ark
f Heb, vi. 2, 24, 25.

iy
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ark was portable, and might be carried on
occafton from place to place, as it fometimes
was ; for which purpofe it had rings at the
four corners of it, two on each fide of i,
and ftaves provided to put into thofe rings;
and which alfo were made of fthittim wood
covered witix gold, and were emblems of the
miniﬂly of the word, and of the minifters of
t; who, though mean in themlelves, are
adm ped and enriched with the gifts and
oraces of the Spirit of God, and have the
rich treafure of the gofpel put into their
earthen vefleis 3 and are chofen vefiels, as the
apoltle Paul was, to bear the name and gol-
pel of Chrift in the world, and carry it about
from place to place; {o the difciples of Chrift
carried 1t through all the cities of Jfrae/, and
from Fudea into the Gentile world, and
through the feveral parts of 1t; and 1t was
brought from the eafters into the weltern
parts of the world, and at length to thefe
northern ifles of ours. Moreover, let it be
obferved, that there was but one ark. Some
Fewifh writers & think there were two arks ;
one that Bezalse/ made, and this made by
Moyfes ; the one had the tables in it, and the
other went out to battle on occaﬁon: but for
this there 1s no foundation, There was but
one ark, and {o there is but one Son of God,
the only begotten of the Father; one medi-
tor between God and men, the man Chrift
Jefus ;

& Vid. Jarchiumin v, 1.
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Yefus ; one Saviour and Redeemer, the fame
to day, yefterday, and for ever; there is none
befides him ; there 1s no other name given
under heaven among men whereby they muft
be faved. In this ark is falvation, and no

where elfe.

II. T fhall next confider what were put
into the ark, two tables of ftone, with the
law written upon them by the Lord himfelf;
and may Inquire into the matter, number,
writing, and form of them.

1ft. The matter of them; they were of
{tone; of what ftone 1s not faid, nor is it of
any great avall to know what 1t was. Some
Feawzfh writers ® will have them, at leaft the
firft tables, to be of the fapphire ftone,
which is not probable ; and what they ground
it upon 1s not {ufficient to fupport it, namely,
Exod. xxiv. 10. where the elders of Ifrael
are faid to {ee the God of Ifrael; and ibere
was under bis feet as it were a paved work of
a fapphive flone: it is more probable that
thefe tables were marble f{labs, fince there
was great quantity of marble 1n thofe parts;
and the rock at Szmar was a marble rock ;
granate marble of a reddifh colour, as ap-
pears at this day *; and one of the paraphrafts
k exprefly calls them two marble tables:

however, it is certain they were tables of
C itone,

h Targum Jon. in Exed. xxxi, 18. I See Shaw’s
Travels, 1. 317,443, ed, 2. k Targ. Jon, in loc.
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ftone, to which the apoftle oppoles the fle/bly
fables of the heart'. Now their being of
{tone may denote either,

1. The hardnefs of the heart of man,
which is called a flony beart ™, and is as hard
‘as the piece of a nether mill-ftone; as hard
as the adamant ftone, which is the hardeft
of all ftones; it 1s obdurate and obftinate,
inflexible, and not fubje to the law of God;
nor can it be, without the powerful and efh-
cacious grace of God is exerted on it, and
makes 1t pliable, and bends it to i1t : without
this, men live and die in the hardnefs of their
hearts, and after their hard and impenitent
heart treafure up wrath againft the day of
wrath, and righteous judgment of God. Or
rather thefe tables being of ftone denote,

2. The firmnefs, ftability, and duration
of the law, which is invariable, unalterable,
unchangeable, and eternal : Conmcerning thy
teflimonies, lays David ®, 1 have known of
old, that thou hafl founded them for ever; they
were made to continue for ever; and they
do, and will continue for ever, even as long
as there is any ufe for them in the world ;
they are more unalterable and unchangeable
than the laws of the Medes and Perfrans.
The law is not deftroyed by Chrift, but ful-
filled by him; not a jot or tittle of it has
failed, but all has been fulfilled ; and who-

aver breaks, or teaches men to break, the
leaft

' 2 Cor iil. g, ™ Ezek.xxxvi, 26, 7 I cxix. 152,
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leaft of the commandments of it, fhall be
called the leaft in the kingdom of heaven, be
reproved and chaftifed, if not punifhed for
it. This muft be underftood not with re-
{pect to the miniftry of the law by Mofes;
as {fuch 1t has ceafed, and the ceffation of it
as a miniftry of his, was fignified by the
cafting the tables out of his hands, and the
breaking of them. The law was given by
Mofes, and as 1t was a miniftration of his, it
concerned the fews only; it was given to
him for them, and it was given by him to
them, and to them only ; and ceafed as fuch
when their church and civil ftate were at an
end, and the gofpel-difpenfation took place,
when grace and truth, the do@rine of grace
and truth, came by Fefus Chriff °: the law
and the prophets, as miniftred by Mofes,
and them were until obn the forerunner of
Chrift, and Ckrift humfelf came, and mini-
ftred, and held forth both law and gofpal in
a different manner; wherefore, when Mb/es
the giver of the law, and Elras the chief of
the prophets, were with Chrift when trani-
fioured on the mount, a voice came from
the excellent glory, faying, This is my beloved
Son, 112 whom I am well pleafed, hear ye bim? ;
not Mofes nor Elzas, but him and him only.
Mofés was the law-giver to the Fews, but
Chrift is the law-giver to us Chriftians. 'The
Feaos boafted that they were the difciples of

Ca2 Mbofzs,

 Johni, 1-. P Matt, xviL. §.



(14 )

Mofes, but our greateft glory is, that we are
the difciples of Jefus: when we fay, there-
fore, that the law is immutable and unalter-
able, 1t muft be underftood not of the mini-
firy of it, but of the matter of it, and that
as moral; for whatfoever of a ceremonial
kind may be thought to be 1n it, there 1s a
difannulling of that, becaufe of the weaknefs
and unprofitablenefs of it; but whatever is
of a moral nature in both tables, 15 unchange-
able and eternal; whatever was holy, juft,
and good, under the former difpenfation, or
in ages paft, is fo now, The firft table of
the law concerns the worfhip of the one true
and living Gad, and the reverence that is due
to his name ; and though the time and place
of worfhip, and the outward forms and rites
of it are alterable things, yet worfhip itfelf,
as 1t 1s of a moral and {piritual natare, and
confifts of acts of devotion to God, of prayer
to him and praifes of him, and lies in alts
of faith in him, fear of him, and a reveren-
tial affeGtion for him, and obedience to him,
15 the fame in all ages, unchangeable and un-
alterable. 'The fecond table of the law re-
{pects our neighbours, and our conduct to-
wards them ; and whatever was injurious to
their charaGters, perfons, and properties 1n
former times, is {fo ftill, and ever will be,
and to be carefully avoided : and particularly
the firmnefs, the conftancy, ftability, and
durablenefs of the law are to be underftood

2 of
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of it, as it 18 in the hands of Chrift, the
king and law-giver in his houfe, where it
abides firm and fure, unalterably fixed, and
is held forth by him as a rule of walk to his
people under the golpel-difpenfation ; {o that
they are nof without law to God, but under

the law to Chrift
2dly. The number of thefe tables deferves
{fome notice, which were fwo, as containing
the diftin¢t duties which are owing both to
God and man. Our Lord accordingly has
reduced the feveral commandments on them
to two general and comprehenfive ones, in
anfwer to the queftion put by the {cribe,
Which is the great commandment in the low ¢
Fefus Jaid unto bim, thou fhalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy beart, with all thy foul,
and with all thy mind: This is the firfl and
great commandment, And the fecond is like
unto 1t, thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf.
On thefe two commandments bang all th? law
and the propbets*. Moreover to thefe two
tables aniwer the tables of the heart and mind,
on which the law is re-infcribed in regenera-
tion and converfion, accordmg to the pro-
mife in the covenant of grace, £ will fut my
laws 1nto their mind, and write them in their
pearts ® ; and though the mind and heart are
in effect the fame, yet they are diftinctly
mentioned, and as it fhould feer: with refe-
rence

9 1 Cor. ix. 21. roviat, xxn, 36——40. ¥ Heb.
viil. 10,
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fefice to the two tables of the law; and the
apoftle, when he puts in contraft the tables

of ftone on which the law was written, and
the flefhly tables of the heart on which the
epiftie of Chrift is wrtten, ufes the plural

ntunber &,
2dly. The writing on them, what it was,
and whofe it was ; what was written on the
tables, were the decalogue or the ten words;
the fame which the Lord fpoke with an
audible voice on mount Szzaz, 1n the hearing
of the children of Ifrae/; the fame he wrote
on two tables of ftone, plainly and legibly,
that they might be eaﬁly read, and that even
he that ran might read them, and that they
might remain and be read in after ages ; for
litera [cripta manet ; and that they might re-
main unalterable, as Pilate faid, concerning
the infcription he put on the crofs of Chiift,
what I bave written, I have written *; figni-
fying that it thould continue as it was, and
not be altered ; fo what God has written, he
has written, and it fhall remain {o without
any alteration : and this writing, both on
the former tables and on thefe latter tables,
were the Lord’s own writing, written by the
finger of God himfelf ; Mofes wrote nothing,
he only brought the two tables. hewed, but
quite empty and deftitute of any thing on
them; what was written was by the Lord
himfelf: fo the re-infcription of them on the
hearts

£ 2 Cor. fit, 1. U Tohn xix. 22.
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hearts of men in regeneration is the Lord’s
own work, according to his promife; they
are the epiftle of Chrift, written not with
ink, but with the Spirit of the lving God ¥ ;
it is not men nor minifters that infcribe
thefe things on the flefhly tables of the heart,
but the Lord himfelf ; it is not by might or
power of man, but by the Spirit of the Lord
of hofts : and what was written on thefe re-
newed tables of ftone, was exadlly the fame
that was written on the former; the fame
laws 1n the fame words and 1n the fame let-
ters. The law of God is the fame, let it be
where and when it will; the fame law as
moral was written on the heart of Adam 1n
innocence ; and the remains of the fame law
are to be obferved in the Gentiles, fince they
do by nature the things contained in the low,
which fhew the work of the law written in
their bearts *: and the fame is written again
by the Spirit of God in the hearts of his
people in converfion; and it is the {ame law
which was in the heart of Chrift, and he
became fubject to, and is the fulfilling end of,

for righteoufnefs to thofe that believe in him.
4thly. The form of them ; they were {labs
of marble, hewed and formed into tables by
Mo yfes 5 but the matter of them was ftill the
fame: they were tables of ftone, denoting
the fame things as before, and which have
been obfcrved . and the hewmg of them by
IMofes

¥ 2 Cor. 11, 3. * Rom. 1. 14, 13,
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Mofes may denote the greater polithing of
the law, or the brighter edition of it by him ;
it 1s but a rough draught of 1, which is
found written on the hearts of the Gentiles ;
but the law, as delivered to Mofes, and given
forth by him, was {fuch as no nation under
the fun had, befides the Ifraelites ; what na-
tion is there fo great, fays Moles, tbat hath
flatutes and judgments fo righteous, as all this
law which 1 fet before you this day¥. The
Plalmit David likewife takes notice of the
diftinguithing kindnefs of God to Ifrael, in
giving them his word, {tatutes, and judgments,
which he did not to others; and for which
therefore they had reafon to praile the Lord,
and which he thus exprefles: He fheweth bis
word unto Jacob, his flatutes and bis judge-
ments unto lvacl, He hath not dealt fo with
any nation; and as for bis judgments, they
bave not known them. Praife ye the Lord®.
And the apoftle Pau/ enumerating the
peculiar privileges of the children of Ifrael,
reckons among them the giving of the law
and the fervice of God*®; in the enjoyment of
which they had the advantage and the prefe-
rence to the nations of the world.

II1. T proceed to fhew what the putting
the tables into the ark fignified. And this

denotes, |
~ 1ft, The being of the law in the

heart of Chrift, of which he himfelf fays to
his-

i Dent.iv. 8, % Pf cxlviii 19,20, * Rom. 1x. 4
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his God and Father, Thy law is within my

heart ® ; where it was in a much higher fenfe
than it was in the hearts of the Gentiles,
who by nature do the things in it ; or than it
was in the heart of 4dam 1n his innocent
ftate ; or.than it 1s in the heart of a regene-
ratc man. And 1its being in his heart, is
expreflive of the perfe¢t knowledge he has of
it : as a divine perfon, he is omnifcient and
knows all things ; as mediator, the treafures
of wifdom and knowledge are hid in him,
and the {pirit of wifdom and underftanding
of counfel and knowledge refts upon him;
as man, he was filled with wifdom, and in-
creafed in it ; and as he fpoke {uch words of
wifdom and grace as never man did, being
full of the do¢trines of grace and truth, {o
he had fuch knowledge of -the law as never
man had. This appears from his ready an-
fwer to the fcribe, which he delivered in fo
full and concife a manner, when he queftioned
him about which was the greateft command-
ment in the law before obferved. It denotes
alfo his ftrong and cordial affection for it.
David defcribes a good man, and fome think
the Mefliah, as one whofe delight is in the law
of the Lord, and in bis law doth be meditate
day and night ©; and of himfelf, and from
his own experience, he could fay, O how
love 1 thy law, it is my meditation alf the day‘;
in which, as in other things, he was a typc—::f

. D o}

b Pf, xl. 8. ¢ Pf 1. 2. 4 PL. cxix. g7
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of Chrift: and if every man that is bord
again delights in the law of God after the in-
ward man, and trkes pleafure in obedience
to -it, much more muft Chrift, whole meat
and drink ¢ was #0 do 2e will of bim that fent
bim *; one part of which was to obey and
falfil the law of God. Yea this includes
and fuppofes complete conformity of heart
and nature, of life and converfation in Chrift
unto it. 'There is a moft perfet agreement
between him and that. Is that holy ? {o was he
in heart and life, Is that juft? he1s Jefus
Chriit the righteous. Is that good? he 1s
good, and did good, and went about con-
ftantly doing good. Does the law require a
holy nature perfectly free from fin? it is to
be found in Chrift, who is holy, harmlefs,
undefiled, and {eparate from finners; free
from the fpot of original fin, and from any
blemith of actual tranfgreflion. Does it de-
mand and infift on finlefs obedience ? This 1s
to be met with in none of Adam’s race, only
in Chrift, who did no fin, neither was guile
found in his mouth.

2dly. The putting the two tables of the
law into the ark, fignifies Chrift’s fubjetion
to the law, which was not only in him, but
he was under that. Asa Few, he was under
the civil law: a few he was by birth ; the
Sbiloh that was to come, and did come from
the tribe of ‘fudab; from which tribe the

whole

¢ John 1v, 34.
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whole body of the nation were denominated -
Fews. He was of the family of Dawid,
which was of that tribe. He was born at
Betblehem Epbratab, or Betblebem of Tfudab :
fo that, as the apoftle fays, ## is evident that
our Lord [prang out of Judah f; and was a
native of that land, and ftrictly and properly
a few; and as fuch was fubje@ to the laws
of his country; and even when it was reduced
to 2 Roman province, and obliged to pay tri-
bute to the Roman governors, and which he
did not refufe to do ; for as he taught men to
give to Gefar the things which were Czfar’s,
he did the fame himfelf, and even wrought
a miracle to perform it: for when the re-
ceivers of tribute came to Peter for it, he
ordered him to caft his hook into the fea,
and out of the ficft fith that came up, to take
a plece of money, and pay the tribute for
him and himfelf ; {o far was he from being
chargeable with the imputation laid upon him,
that he was an enemy to Cefar, a {lirrer up
of fedition, a perverter of the nation, and
forbad the people to give tribute to Cefar.
As he was a fon of Abrabam, he was under
the ceremonial law, and fubje@ to that; fo
he was througheut the whole courfe of his
life: he was circumcifed the eighth day, pre-
fented by his parents to the Lord in the tem-
ple-at the proper time, and went up to Feru-
Jalem with them to keep the paffover, when

D2 but
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but twelve years of age; we often hear of
him at the Fewifh feftivals in their fyna-
gogues and temples, attending the fervice of
them ; and one of the laft altions of his life
was keeping the paffover with his difciples
before he fuffered. The. ceremonies of the
law were {hadows of him, of which he was
the body and fubftance, and had their ac-
complithment in him. As a creature, as a
man, he was under the moral law, and {ub-
je€t to that, as every man is and ought to be:
being made of a woman, or born of one, he
was in courfe made under the law ; and be-
- ing found in fathion as a man, he was in the
form of a fervant, and under obligation to do
duty and fervice, to fear God and keep bis
commandments, which is the whole duty of
man &, or the duty of every man®: efpeci-
ally he was under this law, and obliged to
- obey it, as he was the furety of his people.
That he became their {urety is certain}; hence
he is called the furety of a better teflament
he engaged in the covenant of grace, which
is the better teftament, to be the bond{man
of his people, to pay their debts for them,
to fatisfy divine juftice, to redeem and fave
them, to bring them back, and reftore them,
and fet them before his divine Father; all

which could not be done without fulfilling
' ~ the

2 Eccl. xi1. 13. hEINT 53 ™11, hoc eft totum
hominis, Funius & Tremellius; hoc eft omnium hominum, Pifs
satar, Gejerns. 1 Heb. vii, 22.
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the law.. This was a principal part of the
will of God, which he agreed to do, faying,
Sacrifice and offering thou didff not defire,
fuch as were of a ceremonial kind, they be-
ing infufhicient to atone for fin, and take it
away ; but the facrifice of himfelf, body and
foul, he did defire, which was typified by
the fin-offerings and burnt-offerings under
the law; Tben faid 1, lo 1 come, in the volume
of the book 1t 15 written of me, I delight to do
thy will, O my God *; which was to offer
himfelf a viGtim to divine juftice, and be
fubject both to the precepts and penalty of
the law, which as a furety for finners he was
obliged to be, and was: he was fubje& to
the precepts of the law, and ftrictly obferved
them ; he did always the things which pleafed
his Father, and all things that were pleafing
to him, even his whole will and pleafure,
and omitted nothing which he commanded
and required ; by which means he was fit
to be a facrifice for fin, fince in him was no
fin: he was not guilty of any breach of the
law, in thought, word, or deed, and hereby
became a proper pattern and example for his
people to copy after ; for though they are
not able perfectly.to conform to him as fuch,
yet he is worthy of their imitation in all they
can; and it becomes them 7o walk even as be
walked !, though they can only do it in an
imperfect manner : and befides the precepts

| of
k PLal 6,7, 8. 11 Johnii. 6.
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of the law, ss the finner’s furety, he was
fubje@ to the penalty of it ; for though, as a
mere creature, and a finlefs man, he was only
bound to keep the commands of the law ;
yet as a furety for finners he was obliged to
bear the penalty of it in their room and-ftead,
which they through difobedience to the law
were liable to, which penalty is death, I
the day thou eateft thereof thou Jhalt [urely
die ™ ; which is not only true of the firft fin
of man, but of every other, for zbe wages of
fin is death ®; not death corporal only, but
death eternal, or the wrath-of God, which
comes upon the children of difobedience,
even on every one that have no fhare in the
furetyfhip of Chrift; but for whomioever he
became a furety, for them he became obedi-
ent unto death, and bore the curfe of the
law and wrath of God, and thereby delivered

them from it.
3dly. The putting the tables into the ark
fignified Chrift’s fulfilment of the law in the
room and inftead of his people. He not
only had it in him, and was made under i,
but he perfectly fulfilled it. 'This it became
him to do as a furety ; it became him indeed
to fulfil all righteoufnefs, civil, ceremonial,
and moral, but efpecially the latter; fince his
work and bufinefs was as a furety to bring in
everlafting righteoufnefs for the juftification
of his people, and thereby juftly and truly
. merit

@ Gen, i1, 17, n Rom, vi. 23.
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merit and claim the character of the Lord
our righteoufnefs. He came into the world
in our nature, to fulfil the moral law and the
righteoufnefs of it: Think not, fays he, that
I am come to defiroy the law or the prapbet;

I am not come to defiroy, but to fulfil®>. Some
of the Fews thought that Chrift was an
Antinomian, as thefe words plainly thew ; juft
as fome ignorant perfons now reckon the
faithful minifters of the gofpel to be: and if
our Lord himfelf was fo ill thought of, it
need not feem ftrange that his faithful fol-
lowers fhould have fuch a brand of infamy
faftened upon them: but certain it is, that
Chrift came not with fuch an intent, nor did
he do any thing in dotrine or practice which
tended to deftroy the law, but every thing
which ferved to fulfil it; bem fent in the

Itkenefs of fi nful flefb, cmd for f n condemned
fin 1n the flofb, that the righteoufnefs of the

law might be fulfilled in us?®, as reprefented
by him. And this Is done, and effectually
done; he is become the end of the law, the
fulfilling-end of the law jor rngz‘fozymﬁ f0
every one that believeth %, This is complete-
ly done; it is finifhed, and was finithed when
he died the death of the crofs: and hereby
the low is magnified, and made honourable *
more fo by the obedience and {fufferings of
the Son of God, than by the obedience of

angels

® Mat. v. 17, > Rom, viit. 3° 4. ? Rom. x. 4.
r If, xli. 21, | 2
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angels in heaven, or of Adam in paradife, of
by the {ufferings of the damned in hell to all
eternity ; the obedience and fufferings of thefe
being that of creatures, whereas the righte-
oufnefs that Chrift has brought in and yielded
to the law, is the righteoufnefs of God ; not
only what is approved of by God, and ac-
cepted with him, and imputed by him to his
people, but is what was wrought by him,
who 15 God as well as man; and tho’ his
{uffering the penalty of the law was in the
human nature, yet in that nature as in union
with the Son of God: whence the law has
had fuch a glory put upon it, and an honour
done it, it never otherwife could have had ;
wherefore we fhould look not” to our own
righteoufnefs as juftifying, which is but filthy
rags, but to the righteoufnefs of Chrift,
which he 1s the author of, and 1s in him;
and who was made fin for his people, that

they might be made the righteoufnefs of God
i bim .

IV. The laft thing to be confidered is,
the continuance of the tables in the ark;
which remained there wntil the time that
Mofes -was about to die, even many years
after they had been put there; and they re-
mained there many ages after that; and
which may fignify the abiding of the law 1n

the hands of Chrift, the anti-type of the ark,
even

"3 2 Cor. v. 21.
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even under the gofpel-difpenfation ; the ty-
pical ark, and the tables in 1t, being no more,
having their full accomplifhment 1n Chrift.
1ft. Let it be obferved that there is a fenfe
1n which the law 1s abolithed, and continues
not; the law and gofpel are fet in a contraft
by the apoftle; the one is faid to be done
away, and the other that which remasneth ®;
which is the everlafting gofpel, the word of
God that abides for ever.  'When the law 1s
in 2 {enfe faid to become dead, and believers
in Chrift dead to that, and delivered from it ®,
this muft be underftood of it as a covenant
of works; as fuch it was made with Adam,
the fcederal head of all his pofterity, in which
he was a figure and type of the Mefliah that
was to come, the covenant-head. of his {piri-
tual oﬂrsprmg. This covenant Adam broke,
and all his pofterity in him; and fo he con-
veyed fin and death to them, from which
there 1s no deliverance but by Chrift the
fecond Adam : and he has redeemed his peo-
ple that were under the law, and {ubject to
the curfe and condemnation of 1it, from i,
as a covenant of works, entailing death and
damnation on them; {o that they are not
under the law as a covenant of works, but
under grace ™, the covenant of grace; even
as they are not under the law of fin as 3
reigning principle in them, but nnder grace
as a governing one,
E Lakewifs

¢ 2 Cor.iii. 11,  * Rom.vi. 4 6. ¥ Rom.vi 14
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Likewife the law remains not as a yoke of
bondage : it gendered indeed unto bondage,
and brought a fpirit of bondage on them that
were under it ; but Chrift has made his peo-
ple free from it, and called them to liberty;
and they are bid to ftand faft in the liberty
with which he has made them free, and not
be 1atangled again with the yoke of bondage.
And indeed the law itfelf as in the hands of
Chrift, is a law of liberty, and which his
people ferve chearfully and voluntarily, being
made willing in the day of Chrift’s power
upon them; not only to embrace his gofpel,
and fubmit to his ordinances, but #g ferve the
faw of God with their whole mind and fpirit.
The commandments of it are not grievous
~and heavy, being affifted by the Spirit and
grace of God to obey them from right prin-
eiples, and from right views, not to obtain
life, but from a principle of life and grace
implanted in them ; fo that this burden, if 1t
may be called one, is light and eafy, and
borne with delight and pleafure.

The law remains not asa terrifying law; 1t
was attended with terror when delivered on
mount Szzat ; it was a fiery law to the Ifraelites,
when they heard it {fpoken out of the midft
of fire, and faw the lightnings, and heard
the thunder that accompanied it, it made
them tremble, and even Mpfes himfelt ex-
cegdingly feared and quaked; and when 1t
comes into a finner’s confcience, It worls

wrath,
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wrath, and leaves a fearful looking for of
judgment and fiery indignation, It is dread-
ful to them that are under it; hence, .fays
the apoftle, fell me, ye that defire to be under
the law, do ye not bear the law *?. its dread-
ful menaces and curfes? But the believer in
Chrift has nothing to fear from the terrors of
the law and its threatnings, for he is deli-
vered from the curfe and condemnation of it
by Chrift ; and though it thunders out terri-
ble vollies of curfes on fuch who are of the
works of it, and are under it, and continue
not in all things written in it to do them, yet
none of thefe can reach to or fall on the be-
liever in Chrift; for Chrift has redeemed him
from the curfe of the law, being made a
curfe for him: nor is there any condennation,
not one condemnation ?, were there as many
fentences of condemnation pronounced as
{ins committed, not one of them that can be
executed on them that are ¢z Chriff, who are
fecured 1n his perfon, and redeemed by his
blood; fince he has beén condemned for them,
and fin has been condemned in his flefh,
when he fuffered and died for them; and
therefore who s he that condemneth? it 1s
Chrift that died * ; whofe death is a fecurity
from all condemnation by fin, Satan, the
world, or by their own hearts and con{ciences.
They that believe in Chrift are paffed from

E 2 death

x Gal. iv, 21. Y udw xavoxpipa, Rom,vi. ¥,
= Rom, viil. 33. |
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death to life, and fhall never enter into con-
demnation ; and therefore however the law
may be a curfing and damning law to others,
it remains not {o to them.

“Moreover it remains not, and is not to be
fought unto for juftification 5 for by the deeds
of 1t there fball no flefb, or any man, be fufti-
fed in the fight of God ; but @ man, and every
'man that is jufified 1n a gofpel-fenfe, is
fuflified by faith, without the deeds of the low® ;
and it is a vain and fruitlefs thing to feek for
righteoufnefs by it. The Fews, who followed
after the law of righteoufnefs, and purfued it
with great vigour and. earneftnefs, did not
attain unto it becaufe they fought it not !Jy
faith, but as it were by the works of the law?®;
and this 15 the cafe of every man that takes
the fame courfe: nay, it is not only vain and
fruitlefs to attempt to obtain righteoufnefs
that way, but it is finful and wicked; for
fuch who go about to effablifh their own righ-
feoulnefs, not only betray their ignorance of
God’s righteoufnefs, and the pride and vanity
af their hearts, and truft in themf{elves, and
defpife others, but even fubmit not to, yea treat
with negle&t, and contempt, the nghteon{né{s
of the God-man and mediator Jefus Chrift ¢,
But then,

~2dly. In other refpects the law continues
invariable, unalterable, and unchangeable; nor
is it- made null and void vnder the gofpel-
. difpenfation,

8 Rom. ii1. 20,28, P Rom. ix. 31, 32. ¢ Rom, x. .
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difpenfation, or by it; do we make void the
loa torough faithe Do we difannul it, fet it
afide, and make no ufe of it, or render it of
no effet, either through the grace of faith,
or believing in Chrift, or through the do&rme
of faith in general, the gofpel, or through
the particular do¢trine of juftification by faith
in the righteoufnefs of Chriflt, of which
doCtrine the apoftle is treating ? God forbid,
1t js detefted by us, yea we ¢flablifh the law;
we fet it on 1ts proper bafis, on a {ure foun-
dation, and bring that righteoufnels to it
wrought out by Chrift, which is commen-
furate to all its demands, and gives it ho-
nour ©: for we know that the law 15 good, the
author of 1t 15 good, who 1s God, the matter
of it is good, bemg holy, Juﬂ' and good
and the ufe of it is good, #f a man ufe it
lawfully £ ; for there is a lawful and an un-
lawful ufe of the law. It is ufed unlawfully
when men make the works of it the terms of
their acceptance with God, the matter of
their juftification before him, and the caufes
or conditions of their falvation. Otherwife
it may be lawfully ufed; and 1t 1s of ufe
to believers themfelves, as,

1. To point out to them what 15 the good,
acceptable, and perfelt will of God®; what
that is which is holy, juft, and good what

ought

4 Rom. iii, 371. ¢ See a Sermon of mine, called, The

Law eftabi; ifled by the Gojpel, on Rom. iii. 31 f1Tim.1.8.
5 Rem Xii, Z.



(132)
ought to be déne, or not to be dene; what
fhould be carefully performed, and what
fhunned and avoided; what is a man’s duty
to God and to his nelghbour For the law
of God, as we have feen, includes both, and
15 a tranfcript of the holy and unchangc-
able will of God; what is his pleafure men
fhould do or abftain from,

2. Another ufe of it, and for which it
remains, is, that it is a glafs in which be-
lievers may behold the deformity of their
nature, the impurity of their hearts, and the
Jmperfe@uon of their obedience; and it is
only of this ufe to enlightened minds : for of
what fervice is a glafs to a blind man? hold
it before him, and he can fee nothing in it
or by it: {o (et the law before an unenhght-
ened finner, and he will fee nothing in it
nor through it; but an enlightened man, a
believer in Chrift, can fee his face mn it, and
perceive what manner of man-he is, in his
nature, life, and a&ions: and when he com-
pares bimfelf with the law that 1s holy, juft,
oood, and {piritual, he fees that he is in
himfelf unholy, unnghteous, evil, and car-
nal, and fold under fin, as the apoftle did *:
when he is led to obferve the extent of the
Jaw, and the {pirituality of it reaching to the
thoughts of the beart, as well as to the out-
ward actions of life, he cries out with David?,
I have feen an end of all perfeciion, thy com-

mandment

? Rom. yu. 12, 14, i Pf, cxix, of,
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mandment s exceeding broad : he defpairs of
attaining to perfection by it, and even of at-
taining to righteoufnefs through it adequate
to its requirements ; he grows out of conceit
with himfelf and his own righteoufnefs,
which he now renounces and reje&s in the
bufinefs of his juftification before God, and
acceptance with him.  Wherefore,

7. The law is occafionally of further ufe
to believers, to endear the righteoufnefs of
Chrift unto them, and to make them value
it the more; when they fee their own righte-
oufnefs is no righteoufnefs in the account of
the law, being neither as to matter nor man-
ner done as that requires ; that it is a cover-
ing too narrow to wrap themielves in, and a
bed too fhort to ftretch themfelves on; that
it will not cover their naked fouls, nor thelter
them from the wrath and juftice of God, or
render them acceptable in his fight. How

precious then 1s the nghteoufnefs of Chrift,
when fet before them as revealed in the Uofpcl

from faith to faith, that being the righteouf-
nefs of God and not of a creature ; a righte-
oufnefs pure and perfect, well pleaﬁng In the
fight of God, anf{werable to all the demands
of law and juitice, which juftifies them that
believe from all things they could not be
juftified from by the law of Mofes ; an cver-
lafting righteoulnefs, and which will an{wer
for them in a time to come! hence they lovc
it, prize it, praife it, lay hold wpon it, and

| deﬁre
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defire to be found in it, living and dying,
and . not 1n their own. |

4. The law is in the hands of Chrift as a
rule of walk and converfation, dire@ting be-
lievers how to conduct and behave themfelves
under his influence. The whole feripture,
given by infpiration of God, is the ftandard
of faith and practice, and the rule of boths
the gofpel-part of it is profitable for do&rine,
and 1s the teft of that; and the law-part of
it refpets duty, and points to that; where-
fore to the law and to the teflimony, if men
[peak nof, and act not according to this word
it 1s becaufe there 1s no light 1n them*. Chrift
is king and law-giver in his houfe, and king-
dom the church; and befides {fome pofitive
commands which he has delivered out, there
is a repetition of the law in the New Tefta-
ment; a new edition of 1t, publithed under
the authority and fantion of Chrift; {o that
we are now under the law to bim?, and un-
der new obligations to obey 1t, as held forth
by him. And it 1s to be obeycd fromi love,
in faith, and to the glory of Gad, without
any _finifter, felfith, mercenary ends and
views. It is to be obeyed from love to God
and Chritt; the end of the commandment 1s
charity, or-love ; out of a pure beart ond of a
good confcience, and faith unfeigned ™ : not
the terrors of the law, but the love of Chrift

con{lrain believers i1 him to xyicld a chearful
obedience

k I vin. 20, " F o Cor. ix. 21, ™ 3 Tim, 1. 3.
2
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obeédience to it; which they do through faith
in him, dependmg on him for grace and
ftrength to ferve him init. Of all men in
the world none are under greater obligations
to be careful to maintain good works thar
believers; and none fo capable of per-
forming them as they, and none fo ready to
do them ; and in doing which they feek not
themfelves, but the glory of God ; and which,
as it {hould be; they make their chief end, as
in civil things, fo much more in religious
duties ; and when they have done all they .
can, and ate affifted to do, they own they are
but unproﬁtable {ervants; do not and cannot
merit any thing at the hands of God, but
expelt eternal life and falvation as the fres
gift of God through Chrift. And now, true
believers, who behcld the law in the ‘hand
of Chrift, and as fulfilled by him, de/ight in
it after the inward man; and though with
the flefh they ferve the law of fin, to tue grict

and diftrefs of their fouls, yet with the wind
the law of God ™.

Upon the whaqle, let it bé an InftraQion
and diretion to you to look to the law only
as in Chrift; viewed otherwife it 1s a ter:.ble
law, a fiery one, working wrath and threat-
ening with it; throwing out its menpaces,
curfes, dammnation, and death; but view It
in Chrift and there it 1s fulﬁlled its curie re-

F moved,

" Rem. vii, 72, 25.
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fnoved, its demands anfwered, and that if-
{elf magnified and made honourable, and ap= .
pears lovely and amiable, to be dehghted in
and ferved with pleafure, Look upori both
tables of the law as in the ark, look to the
ark, and them in that; and forget not to caft
an eye to the mercy- (eat fo near it, which
was a cover or lid unto it, and of equal length
and breadth with it ; the myftery of which
you will eafily underftand, that Chrift in his
obedience, fufferings, and death, and as the.
propitiation, is equal to all the demands of
law and juftice. The ark, with the tables
it it, the mercy-feat upon that, the cherubim
of glory overfhadowing the mercy-feat, be-
tween which the Shekinah or divine Majefty
dwelt, are fuch 2 glorious {piritual hierogly-
phick as were never feen 1n the world befides;
fuch a group of wonders, fuch an aﬁ%:mblage
of the myfteries of grace, fuch a cluffer of glo-
rious truths are 1n it, which when you behold,
fay, if ever you faw aﬁght like this! The ark,
‘and the tables 1n 1t, fignify, as we have feen

Chrift, and the law fulfilled by him, and
continued in him; the mercy-feat, Chrift the
propitiation, and the grace and mercy of God
itreaming throngh him as fuch; the cheru-
bim, the minifters of the word ' general;

and bcim.r two may refpect the prophets of
the Old 'Ie[’cament, and the apoﬁles and
minifters of the New, looking at one another,
and acreemg together, and both pointing at

S Chrift

»
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Chrift the mercy-feat ; among whom Jehovah
dwells, and with whom he 1s and wi]l be
unto the end of the world. Here may be
feen at once the law fulfilled and juftice
fatisfied, mercy in its triumphs over juflice,
and yet both in perfe& harmony and concord.
Here mercy and truth meet together, righte=
oufnefs and peace kifs each other, Moft of
thefe truths may be {een together in ong paf-
fage of the apoftle ; whom, {peaking of Chrift,
God hath [et fortb, in his eternal purpofes and
decrees, fo be a propitiation, (Mesypiov, the
word the Greek verfion ufes for the mercy-
feat) through faith in bis blood, to declare bis
righteoufnefs for the remiffion of fins that are
paft, through the forbearance of God. Yo
declare, 1 {ay, at this time bis rigbz‘eazzﬁzg/},
that be might be juft and the juflifier of him
which belicveth in Jefus °.

* Rom. in. 23, 26.
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