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ROM. um. 731,

Do we then male void the law through faith @
God forbid ; yea, we cftabiiih the lazv.

H AT vice and mmmorality, dif-
obedience to ilie laws of (7~d ond
men, prevail among us; ana st
practical religion and powerful godlincfs greatly
decline, will be acknowledged by every feri-
ous, thoughtful, and confidering Chriftian ; but
what are the {prings and {ources of this fad fcene
of things, or to what all this iIs to be afcribed,
1s not fo generally agreed ; in this men differ.
‘The oppofers of the doctrines of grace attri-
bute it, at leaft, in part, to that fcheme of
truths which we juftly efteem the goipel of
Chrift ; nor can they think there i1s any rea-
fon to expect, that moral virtue and practical
religion will rife and gain ground” among us
fo long as this is the {ubjeét of our minifira-
tions. They fpare not to charge the whole
with a tendency to licentioufnefs, to open the
door to libertinifm, and give men a loofe to
live at pleafure, in all manner of impiety.
Particularly the dotrine of juftification by the
richteoufnefs of Chrift, imputed by God the™-
father, and received by faith, is branded with
this infamous charadter. ’Tis fuggefted, that
if this do&rine is true, the law is made void,

obedience to it becomes unneceflary, and goed
I A 2 works
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works are infignificant things ; and that it can
be of no other ufe than to difcourage good
men in the performance of duty, and to en-
courage bad men in a courfe of wickednefs.
'To remove this charge and imputation is my
view in reading thefe words unto you.

‘The defign of the apoftle, in this epiftle,
is to fetin a full and clear light, the dotrine
of juftification; in which he firft proves that
all mankind, ‘fews and Gesntiles, are finners,
are under fin®, the pollution, guilt and power
of it ; and {o are arraigned, accufed and con-
victed by the law, as tranfgreflors ; which law
pronounces the whole world guilty before God,
ftops the mouth of every man, and puts all to
filence; {o that they have nothing to fay in vin-
dication of them{elves, or why judgment thould
not be given againft them, and be exccuted on
them: whence it muft moft clearly follow,
That no man can be juftified in the fight of
God by the law, by the deeds of it, or by any
obedience of finful man untoit. The apoftle
goes on to fhew, that the matter of juftifica-
tion, or that by which a finner is juftified, is
the righteoufnefs of God®; a righteoufnefs in
which Jehovah, Father, Son and Spirit are .
concerned. God the Father fent his Son to
work it out, and bring it in ; he has approv-
ed and accepted of it, and gracioufly imputes
it to all the elect. ‘The Son of God is the
author of it ; whois our Immanuel, God with

us,
2 Ver. 9. b Ver. 21, 22.
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us, God 1n our nature, God and man in one
Perfon, God over all, blefied for ever. Hence
it has that fulnefs, fufhiciency and virtue to
juftify all to whofe account it is placed ; which
the righteoufnefs of a meer creature could ne-
~ ver do. The holy {pirit of God difcovers this
righteoufnefs toa poor, fenfible finner; brings
it near to him ; fets it before him ; works faith
in him to lay hold upon it, and receive it, and
pronounces him juftified by it in the court of
conicience. 'T'his righteoufnefs, the Apoftle
fays©, is manifefled without the law, that is, in
the gofpel; in which it is revealed from faith
Zo faith ; though it is witneffed, a teftimony is
bore to it, both 4y the law and the prophets ;
and that it 1s unto @/, applied unto all, and
upon all, put upon all as a robe of rlghteouf
nefs, even upon all zbat believe ; for there is no
d{jé’rmce i; that is among men, among Fews
or Gentiles ; no diftin€étion . made between
righteous men and finners, or between fome,
being greater, others leffer ﬁnners for all bave
Sinned, and come (kort of the glory cy‘ God © ; are
through fin, deprived, and are deftiiute of the
glorious image of God, that rectitude and up-
rightnefs of nature, in which man was cre-
ated ; and therefore ftand in need of the jufli-
tying righteoufnefs of Chrift, by which they
muft be juftified, if at all. The fame infpir-
ed writer proceeds to obferve, that the im-
pulfive and moving caufe of juftification, is the

free

¢ Fer. 21. d Ver. 2:. e Ver, 23.
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free grace of God, bdeing juflified freely by bis
grace .  Grace moved Febovab, the Father,
to refolve upon the juftification of his elect.
Grace fet his thoughts at work ; employed his
infinite wifdom to find out a way whereby
thefe, though they fhould fall into fin, might
be juft with God. Grace put him upon or-
daining, calling, engaging, and f{ending his
Son to fulfil all righteouf{nefs in their room and
ftead ; and it was grace 1n him toaccept of it,
for and on the behalf of them, and to im-
pute it to them, -who, in themf{elves, were fin-
ners and ungodly. The grace and love of the
Son greatly appear 1n his voluntary engagement
to be the furety and {ubftitute of his people,
in his readinefs to do the will of God, in
his chearful coming down from heaven about
this work, and in the graclous manner 1n
which he wrought out and brought 1n an
everlafting righteoufnefs. The grace of the
Spirit 1s abundantly manifeft in the revelation
and application of the juftifying righteouinefs
of Chrift to a poor. finful, unworthy creature,
and in beftowing faith as a free gift upon him,
to apprehend and embrace it as his own.
The meritorious or procuring caufe of juftifi-
cation, 1s placed in the redemption which 1s 1n
Chrift fefus; wlom God, in his infinite wif-
dom, and of his free rich grace, bath fet_forth,
or fore-ordained, fo be a propitiation, to fatisfy
divine juftice, by being an expiatory facrifice

for

¢ Ver., 24.
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for fin, through faith inbis blood 5 fo declare bis
righteoufnefs for the remiffion of fins that are paf?,
through the forbearance of God; to declare, I
fay, adds theapoftle, aftbis time bis righteon/-
nefs, that be might be ju/t ; that is, appear to be
julk, and the juflifier of him which believeth in
Fefus &, So that by this wife and happy fcheme,
both the grace and juftice of God wonderfully
agree in the juftification of a poor finner, and
are thereby greatly glorified. From the whole,
the Apoftle deduces feveral inferences and con-
clufions ; as that upon this fcheme, there is
no room nor reafon for boafting in the creature;
and afkst, Where is boafling then 2 it is ex-
cluded ; by what law 2 of works 2 nay, but by
the law of faith ; that i1s the doérine of faith,
and particularly the doCrine of juftification by
faith in Chrift’s righteoufnefs; as alfo that a
man is juftified, or whoever is juftifyed, is
juttified by faith, without the deeds of the
law ; that God 1s the God both of Fews and
Gentiles ; and that there is but one way and
method he makes ufe of in juftifying of either,
and that is, by faith, and through faith; phrafes
which are {fynonymous, and exprefiive of one
and the fame thing ; and then, in the words
of our text, removes an objeCtion which he
cafily faw would be raifed againft the do&rine

he had advanced, do we thern make void the
law through faith?¢

There
E Ver. 25, 26. h Per., 29.
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There were fome who thought they did
make void the law by the do&trine of faith :
This was an objeétion common in the mouths
of the “ews, and had been often levelled
againft the miniftry of Chrift and his Apoftles;
and therefore the Apoltle Paex/ could be no
ftranger to it. Our Lord himfelf was tradu-
ced by the ignorant and ill-patured men of
that generation in which he lived, as an 47-
tinomian, both in doctrine and practice ; as one
in do&rine, which 1s evident, from thofe
words of his in his own defence ; * Think not
that I am come to deftroy the law or the pro-
phets 5 I am not come to defiroy, but to_fulfil.
Whence it is clear, that fome had entertained
fuch thoughts of him, that he came to deftroy
the law, and imagined that he did make it null
and void by his doftrine and miniftry : and that
they charged him with being one in praftice, is
certain from the account he gives of their ca-
lamny and detration, when he fays ¥, The for
of man came eating and drinking ; and they [ay,
bebold a man gluttonous and a wine-bibber, a
friend of publicans and finners; but wifdom is.
gJuflified of ber children. Now if they called
the mafter of the houfhold fo, it 1s no won-
der that they of his houfhold, his difciples
and followers, thould be treated in the fame
opprobrious manner. Accordingly, when Sze-
phen, being filled with the Holy Ghoft, dif-

5 puted

¥ Matt. v. 17. £ Matt. xi. 1g.
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puted with the Yews concerning the Me/ffiah

and the gofpel-ftate, and they were not able
to refift the wildom and {pirit by which he
{pake ; they fuborned, and fet up follc wit-
nefles, who faid and {wore, that Le ceafed
not to {peak blafphemous words againft this boly
place, and the law'. When the apoftle +-aul
returned unto Ferufalem, after he bad travelled
over a large part of the Gentz/e world, preach-
ing the gofpel of the grace of God with great
fuccefs; fames, a fellow-Apoftle, obferved
to him how many thoufands of the fews there
were which believed in Fefus, and yet were
all zealous of the law, and ftrenuous advocates
for it ; who had been informed that he had
faid many things among the Gentiles, contrary
to Mpofes and his law, which were highly dif-
pleafing to them ; and therefore he put him
upon a method to conciliate himfelf to their
affe€tions; which method did not fucceed ac-
cording to defire and expectation: for the
Jews having obferved one Tropbimus, an E-
Pbefian, with him, whom they fuppofed he
brought into the temple ; they cried out, AMez
of Ifrael, belp, this is the man that teacheth all
men every where, againft the people, and the
law, and this place ™. From all which it is
moft manifeft, that the Apoftle muft be fully
acquainted with, and be aware of this popular
objection to his do&rine; and which he here
makes anfwer to ; partly by way of deteftation

~ | and

YA&s vi. 13, m Alts xxi. 28.
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and abhorrence, God forbid ; a wayof {peaking
he often makes ufe of, when vile objettions
were made to his doérine, or fuch wicked
confequences drawn from 1t, as were abomi-
nable to him; as when he obferves2, What
Shall we fay thené Shall we continue in fin
that grace may abound? God forbid: How
fhall we that are dead to fin live any longer there-
in? Again®; What fhall we fay then? Is the
law fin2 God forbid : Nay, I bad not known
fin but by the law. Once more;? If while we
feek to be juftified by Chrift, we ourfelves alfo are
found finnners, Is therefore Chrift the minifler
of fin2 God forbid : and partly be rephes to
this objettion, by afferting the contrary, yea,
we eflablifb the lsw ; in like manner as Chrift
had done before, in a paflage already referred
to, Iam not come todefiroy, but to fulfil; and
indeed, he is not the deftroying, but the ful-
flling end of the law for righteoufnefs to every
one that believes d.

By faith here we are to underftand either
the grace or the do€trine of faith, or both.
Faith may be confidered as a grace; which,
by an infpired writer is defined to be tbe fub-
flance of things boped for, the evidence of things
not feen*. It is a grace peculiar to the chofen
of God, and precious; itis a fruit, and effect
of ele&ting love, and fo an evidence of i1t;

and is therefore ftiled * The faithof God's eleét.
| It

" Rom. vi 1. 2. °Ch. yn. ». PGai. i1, 17.‘
1 Rom. x. 4. * Heb. xi. 1. *Tit. 1. 1.
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‘It is a gif* of Godt, an inftance of his grace ;
and a fpecial blefling of the everlafting covenant;
it is not obtained by the induftry, power and
will of man ; it is implanted in the heart by
the Spirit of God, and the power of his grace;
whence it is faid to be 2be faith of the operation
of God®. 'This grace hasa confiderable place
and concern in the juftification of a poor finner
before God, in the court of ¢onicience. This
is the eye of the foul, by which it fees and
looks unto the righteoufnefs of Chrift for jufti-
fication ; for that in the gofpel is revealed from
Jaith to faith ¥ ; it is the hand of the foul, by
which it receives the bleffing from the Lord, even
righteoufnefs from the God of its falvation*; or
in other words, by which it receives abundance
of Grace, and of the gift of righteoufnefs v.
Hence fuch as are poflefied of it, are faid to
be juftified by it; not by it as an habit implanted
in them by the Spirit of God ; for, as f{uch,
it is a branch of fanétification ; nor as an aét
performed by them ; for as fuch, it is their
a€t and deed, under the influence of the Spi-
rit of God ; but relatively, organically, or ob-
jectively confidered ; that is, as it relates to,
and is concerned with, or has for its obje&
Chrift’s righteoufnefs ; or as it is a means of
apprehending and receiving that as its juftifying
one; for faith itfelf doth not make us righte-
ous; it is not our righteoufnefs, nor dees it

B2 give
?Pffl?h:;x;:. 85 > Col. i ‘; Rom. V. 17R0m A
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give us one ; no, nor an intereft in Chrift’s
but it i1s that grace by which we claim our in-
tereft 1n Chriit’s righteoufnefs ; by which we
have the knowledge and perception of it, and
poflefs that fplrltual peace, joy -and pleafure
which arife from it: it is that grace by which
we live on Chrift as the Lord our righteoufnefs;;
whio was delivered into the hands of juftice and
death for our offences ; and was raifed again
Jor our juftification *. Now faith, confidered
“as having fuch an hand in this affair, 1s no
way contrary to the law of God; thatis,
not made void by it ; nor is obedience to it,
on the account of faith, rendered unneceflary

and infignificant, as will be fhewn hereafter.
Again ; By faith may be meant the dotrine
of faith; and that either as it may intend in
general the whole gofpel, orin partlcular the
doctrine of juftification by faith in Chrift’s
righteoufnefs. The whole gofpel {ometimes
goes by the name of faith, and is called, The
Jaith once delivered to the f[aints, our moft
toly ﬁzztb and the faith of the gofpel®; becaufe
it contains things to be believed at once, upon
the credit of the revealer, and not to be dif-
puted by carnal reafon : it propofes, and points
out the great object of faith, Jefus Chrift; its
language is, Beligve on the Lard Fefus Cfbrz/i
and thou /7aalf be faved® : it is the nieans in
the Spirit’s hands, of begetting and implanting

the grace of. falth in the hearts of God’s elect:
~ Faitb

# Rom. iv. 25, f]ude‘ ver. 3_. Phi'_l. i, 27. PA&s xvi. 3% .
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Faith comes by bearing, and bearing by the
word of God°. Yea, the word preached is un-
profitable, unlefs it be mixed with Jaith by thens
that bear 1. Now there is an entire harmo-
ny and confiftency between this doltrine of
faith and the law of God. Thelaw is fo far
from being made void by it, that whatfoever
is againft that, is alfo © contrary to found dol?-
rine, according to the glorious gofpel of the bleffed
God, commutted to the zruft of his {ervants,
Moreover, fince the apoftle is manifeftly in-
fifting, in the context, upon the doltrine of
a {inner’s juftification before God, it is reafon-
able to fuppofe, that thisis what he principally
defigns by faith ; and it is not to be wonder-
ed at, that this thould be fo called ; fince the
grace of faith 1s of fo much ufe in it, to the
apprchenfion, knowledge and comfort of it;
and fince it is fo fundamental an article of faith,
that he that goes off from it, is faid to be re-
moved unto another gofpel ; Chrift is become of
no ¢ffe? wunto him, and whofoever feeks to
be Juftified by the law is Jallen from grace f, that
from the dolrine of it. Now by this
partlcular dottrine alfo, the law is not made
null and void; nor are good works, done in
obedience to it, ufelefs and unprofitable,
By the law, I apprehend, we are to under-
ftand not the ceremonial law, that law wbich

ﬁaod only in meats and drinks, and divers wafp-
Ings

° Rom.x. 17. 9 Heb. iv, 2. 1 Tim i.9, 10, 11,
£ Gal. i. 6. and v. 4.
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engs, and carnal ordinances impofed on them, the
Jews, until the time of reformation®, that is,
the gofpe] difpenfation, or times of the Mef-
fiab; - which law only had a fpadow of good
ehings to come, but not the wvery image of the
things ; and could never, by its daily or yearly
facrifices, make the comers thereunto perfect b ;
and thercfore there was @ difannulling of the
commandment, for the weaknefs and unprofitable-
wefs of i¢'. This law is indeed made void and
ufelefs; Chrift has broken down the middle wall
of partition which ftood between, feparated
and diftinguifhed between few and Gentile ;
he has abtolifbed in bis flefb the enmity, that
which was the caufe of fo much enmity be-
tween the people of If7ae/ and the nations of
the world, even the law of commandments con-
tained in ordinances ¥; wherefore no man thould
now judge or condemn’ Chriftians in refpec? of
meat or drink, or of an holy day, or of the new
moon, or of the Jabbath days, which are a fha-
dow cf things to come 5 but the body is of Chrift!;
he 1s the {fum and fubﬁance of all thefe cere-
monies : nor was this law abolifhed and made
void until it was fulfilled in and by Chrift ; for
every type and figure, every thadow and fa-
crifice, every office and ordinance pertaining
to that difpenfation had their entire accom-
plithment in him. But by the law in this our
text, I judge, the moral law is intended ; that
law

g Heb. ix. 10. b Heb. x. 1. ! Chap. vii. 18.
E Eph. ii. 14, 13. 1 Col, #, 16, 17.
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law which was written in Adams’s heart in
innocence ; fome remains of which are to be
obferved in fallen man, and even among thée
Gentiles deftitute of a divine revelation.; and
becaufe of the depravity of human nature, and
the treachery of human memory, and becaufe
this law was {fo much obliterated, and almoft
eraled out of the hearts of men; a new edi-
tion of it was delivered to Mofes in writing,
calculated particularly for the people of the
Fews ; and which is oppofed unto, and con-
tradiftinguifhed from the gofpel of Chrift;
The law was given by Mofes, but grace and
truth came by fefus Chriff ™. The fum of
this law 1s love to God and to our neighbour ;
and is eftablifhed by fanctions of rewards and
punithments, promifing life in cafe of obedi-
ence, and threatning with death in cafe of
difobedience.

Now to make void thelaw, according to the
import of the word here ufed, is to deftroy
and abolifh it, to render 1t idle, 1naétive, weak,
ufclefs, and infignificant®; and to ¢fabdlifh it ac-
cording to the notation of the word in the text,
i1s to make it ftand, to place it upon a fure bafis
and firm foundation, or to make it effe@ual
to anfwer the ends and purpofes for which it
is defigned °.

: Upon
m John i 17.
® Kalagysusr, inutilem reddimus, five otiofam & ignavam,
emnibusque viribus deftitutam. Hcc enim «eyw vocant Graeci
quafl aseyor, cui opponitur m:eyos. DBeza in loc.
© Iswwsy {tabilimus, id eft, firmam & eficaccm reddimause
at C_IPPOHitIJl‘ TN #aﬂag-ynr. 1b.
5
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Upon the whole, the obfervation on the
text, or the do&rine of 1it, is this; that the
moral law is not made null and void, but is
eftablithed both by the grace and do¢trine of
faith. 'The propofition confifts of two parts,
a negative and an affirmative. 1 fhall firft
confider the one, and then the other.

~ Firft, The negative part of the propofition

That the law of God is not made void
elther by the grace or do&rine of faith.

1. Not by the grace of faith. ’Tis cer-
tain, indeed, that believing and working, or
faith and works are continually oppofed to,
and contradiftinguithed from each other in
the bufinefs of juflification ; every one that
has read his bible, with any care, will be
able to obferve this.. How often does the
apoftle fay, That @ man s juftified by faith,
awithout the deeds of the law® 3 and that a man
25 not juftified by the works of the law, but by
the faith of Fefus Chrifi. Ewven awe, fays he,
bave believed in Ffefus Chrift, that awe might
be juftified by the faith of Cbhrift, and not by
the aworks of the law : for by the works of the
law fhall no flefh be jultifiedd. And again;
To bim that worketh not, but believeth on bim
that juftifieth the ungodly, bis faith is counted
for righteoufnefs*. But then it fhould be

known, that faith is not oppofed to the
doing

P Rom. 1. 28. 1 Gal. ii. 106. * Rom. iv. g,
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doing of good works, in obedience to the
law of God, from right principles, and with
right views ; but to trufting to, and depend-
ing upon them, and glorying in them, as the
matter of juftification before God, and ac-
ceptance with him ; for that there 1s an en-
tire agreement and confiftency between faith
in Chrift, and works done in obedience to
the law upon gofpel principles, will clearly
appear from the following hints. Let it be

obferved then. |
- That that faith only is right, which looks
to and lays hold upon Chrift’s righteoufnefs
for juftification, that is attended with good
works, as fruits of righteoufnefs ; for as the
apoftle Fames fays*, What doth it profit, my
brethren, though a man fay be bath faith, and
bave not works 2 Can faith Jave bim 2 Faith,
2f it bhath not works is dead, being alone :
and fuch a faith can never be true and ge-
nuine, nor of any ufe and advantage ; though
good works do not, and cannot juftify a man’s
perfon before God ; yet they juftify a man’s
faith, or-evidence the truth of it before
men ; they are fruits of faith, and fo tefti-
monies of the reality of it. A4 man may fay,
adds the fame apoftlet, zhou baff faith and
1 bave works : [fhew me thy faith without thy
works, and I will fhew thee my faith by my
works. Yea, he further obferves, That by
‘ C Works
¢ James i1, 1 4, 17. tVer. 18. -‘
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Upon the whole, the obfervation on the
text, or the doétrine of 1it, is this; that the
moral law 1s not made null and void, but is
eftablithed both by the grace and do¢trine of
faith. ‘T'he propofition confifts of two parts,
a negative and an affirmative. 1 fhall firft
confider the one, and then the other.

Firft, The negative part of the propofition
15, That the law of God 1s not made void
either by the grace or doftrine of faith.

1. Not by the grace of faith. ’Tis cer-
tain, indeed, that believing and working, or
faith and works are continually oppofed to,
and contradiftinguithed from each other in
the bufinefs of juflification; every one that
has read his bible, with any care, will be
able to obferve this. How often does the
apoftle fay, That a man s juflified by faith,
without the deeds of the law® ; and that a man
7s not juftified by the works of the law, but by
the faith of fefus Chriff. Ewven we, fays he,
bave believed in Tfefius Chrift, that we might
be juftified by the faith of Chrift, and nect by
the works of the law : for by the works of the
law fhall no flefh be jullified @ And again;
To bim that aworketh not, but believeth on bim
that juftifieth the ungodly, bis faith is counted
Sor righteoufnef/s*. But then it fhould be

known, that faith is not oppofed to the
doing

P Rom. ui. 28. 1 Gal. ii. 10. r Rom. iv. §.
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doing of good works, in obedience to the
law of God, from right principles, and with
right views ; but to trufting to, and depend-
ing upon them, and glorying in them, as the
matter of juftification before God, and ac-
ceptance with him ; for that there is an en-
tire agreement and confiftency between faith
in Chrift, and works done in obedience to
the law upon gofpel principles, will clearly
appear from the following hints. Let it be

obferved then. |
That that faith only is right, which looks
to and lays hold upon Chrift’s righteoufnefs
for juftificatian, that is attended with good
works, as fruits of righteoulnefs ; for as the
apoftle Fames fays®, What doth it profit, my
brethren, tbough a man fay be bath faith, and
bave not works 2 Can faith fave bim 2 Faith,
2f it bath not works is dead, being alone :
and fuch a faith can never be true and ge-
nuine, nor of any ufe and advantage ; though
good works do not, and cannot juftify a man’s
perfon before God ; yet they juftify a man’s
faith, or-evidence the truth of it before
men ; they are fruits of faith, and fo tefti-
monies of the reality of it. A4 man may fay,
adds the fame apoftlet, thox baft faith and
1 have works :  fhew me thy faith without thy
works, and I will fbew thee my faith By my
works. Yea, he further obferves, That by
‘ C WorK$

¢ James i1, 14, 17. t Per. 18.

3



18 The L aw Eftablifbed

works faith is made perfett ; and that, as the
body without the fpirit is dead; fo faith
without works ts dead alfo*. Not. that the
cflence, perfection, and life of < faith lie in,
or flow from works: but becaufe. as one
rightly judges ¥ works are {econd alts, ne-
ceflarily flowing from the life of faith; and
faith is faid to be perfe€ted by them, not
with an eflential perfection, as the effect is
perfeted by the caufe ; but with a comple-
mental one, as the caufe is made perfect, or
rendercd adtually compleat in the producétion
of the effect.” Tuaith is not an 1dle, naétive,
1noperative grace ; but a very indufirious, act-
ive, and working one; it works by love to God
and Chrift, to fellow Chriftians and fellow
creatures ; and love, by which .faith works,
takes a large compafs of operation; it is very
extenfive, both as to its objelts and its acls,
Hence that which is perfe&, as it is in Chrift,
is the fulfilling of the law; and though love
is imperfect in the faints, yet fo far as it acts
aright, 1t acts.in agreement with the law ; and
therefore the law can never be made void by

that

v James 1. 22, 26. |

‘¥ Fides illa quz fne charitatis operibus exiftit dicitur mosr-
ua, fac. ii. 26. Non quia fidei vita ab operibus fluit, {ed
guia opera juat attus fecundi ex fidei vita neceffario fluentes.
Fides ex operibus dicitur perfici, Fac. ii, 22. Non effentiali
perfectione, ficut effeCtum perficitur 2 caufa; {ed complimen-
tali, ficut caufa perficitur, aut aftu completa redditur, in pro-
ductione effeCti, Anef. Medulla Theolog. /. 2. ¢. 7. §. 35, 36,
P 242, 243.
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that faith which operates by it. Owe z0 maz
any thing, faith the apoftle >, but to love one
another 5 for be that loveth another, bath ful-
filled the law. For this, Thon [halt not com-
mit adultery, Thou [halt not kill, Thou [halt
not fleal, Thou fralt not bear jalfe witnefs,
Thou fhalt not covet; and if there be any
other commandment, it is briefly comprehended
in this faying, namely, Thou fhalt love thy
neighoour as thy [elf. Love worketh no ill to
bis neighbour 5 therefore love is the fulfilling of

the law.,
Again; as faith without works is dead;

{o, on the other hand, works without faith,
are dead works allo; vyea, Hhatfoever is
not of faith is fin¥;, and without faith it is
impoffible to pleafe God =, or to perform any
duty acceptable unto him. Hence the law,
and obedience to it, can never be made
void by this grace, and the exercife of it, or
its concern in juflification ; fince zbe end of
the commandment is charity, out of a pure
beart, and of a good confcience, and of faith
unfeigned *.

Befides, believers, or f{uch, as have true
faith in Chrift and his righteoufnefs, are the
only perfons that are capable of yielding {pi-
ritual - obedience to the law, or of performing
good works in a {piritual manner. Men may
as foon expect to gather grapes. of thorns, or

C 2 figg
* Rom. xiuit. 8, g, 1o0. ¥ Ch. xiv. 23. z IHeb. x1 6.
*1 Tun. 1. g. | ’
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figs of thiftles, as to imagine that good works,
{fuch as are in all their circumitances fo, can
be. performed by an evil man. Men muft
become the workmanfbip of God, and be
created in Corift Fefus, in order to perform
good aorks ; which God bath before ordained
that we fhould walk in them®; they muft be
made new creatures, and put on the new man ;
which after God is created iw, s, unto righte-
oufnefs and true bolinefs ©; and fuch as are
born again, who have the Spirit of Chrift
within them, the grace of Chrift beftowed
on them, and particularly, have the grace
of faith, and that in exercife, are beft qua-
liied for doing works of real righteoui-
nefs, and acts of true holinefs: of all men in
the world, fuch as have believed in Chrift,
as the Lord their righteoufnefs and ftrength,
ought .to be careful to marntain good works
for meceflary wufes; and thefe, indeed, are
zealous of them, and are heartily defirous of
performing more than they do, to teftify their
love to Chnft, and to adorn his doftrine;
which dotrine of grace teaches them, that
denying ungedlinefs and aworldly lufts, they
fhould lrve foberly, righteoufly and godly inthis
prefent worlds.

~ Add to thefe things, that that faith which
1s concerned in a finner’s juitification, looks to

Chrift as zbe end, the fulfilling end of the law
Jor

® Eph. 1. 1o. ©Ch,iv, 2¢4. ¢ Tit. iii. 8 and 1. 11, 124
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for righteoufnefs; itlays hold upon a righte-

oufnels which 1s every way commenfurate:
to the law of God ; which anf{wers all its de-
mands, and gives it all it requires; a righte-
oufnefs with which God is well pleafed, ju-
ftice is fatisfied, and by which the law is
magnified and made bonourablec ; a righteouf-
nefs that is compleat and perfet, pure and
fpotlefs; by which @/l the feed of lfrael fball
be juftified, and in which. they /hall glory :
wherefore that faith which {pies this in Chrift,
looks to him for it, and fays, Swurely in the
Lord bave I righteoufnefs and flrengthf, can
never be contrary to the law of God, or doany
thing by which that is made void and ufelefs.
2. Nor is the Jaw made void by the doc-
trine of faith, particalarly by the doétrine of
juftification by faith in the righteoufnefs of
Chrift. Indeed, according to “this do¢trine,
the law does not juftify, nor can any man
be juftified by the deeds of 1t ; the law neither
has, nor can it have, any fuch ufe, fince the
fall of man; this makes the righteoufnefs of
another neceffary, and juftification to proceed
on another foot: For what the law could not
do, in that it was weak through the flefb, God
_/éndmg bis own Son, in the likenefs of finful
Jflefb, and for fin condemned Sfin in the flefh ;
that the righteoufnefs of the law might be ful-
filled 12 ys 8. Man, through fin 1s dead ; and
he

¢ Jta, xIn. zi, fCh xlv. 24, 23. & Rom, vil. 34.
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he muft be made alive before he is capable
of working righteoufnefs, or of yielding obe-
dience to the law ; there muft be life before
there can be rightcoufnefs. Now 7f tzhere
bad been a law which could have given Ilife,
vertly righteoufnefs [fhould bave been by the
law ™ : but inafmuch as there never was any
fuch law which could give life to a dead fin-
ner, there can be no juftification by 1t. The
argument ufed by the apoftle, i1s {ufficient to
give {atisfaCtion to any one that has any regard
to Chrift or true Chriftianity ; If righteouf-
nefs come by the law, then Chrift is dead in
vain' . but though this ufe of the law 1s
fet afide by the doltrine of faith, yet all its
real and proper ufes continue untouched by
1t, and remain in full force; XWe know that
toe law s good if a man ufe it lawfully *.
There 1s a lawful and there 1s an unlawful
ufe of the law ; the unlawful ufe of the law
1s to feek for life, righteoufnefs and -falva-
tion by it; the lawful ufes of it, and which
are not made void by the doctrine of faith,
are {uch as thefe.

One ufe of the law is, to inform us of the
mind and will of God; it is atranfcript of
his holy naturc and unchangeable will; and
therefore is 1t felf boly, luft and govd '; as it
muft needs be, fince it comes from him; it

teaches us what 1s that good, and acceptable,
and

8 Gal. . 23, 2Ch.ii, 2x. k1 Tim, i, 8. ! Rom. vii. 12.
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and perfect will of God ; it points out to us
our duty both to God and man; what fhould
be done or not done by us; it direfts us to
love the Lord our God with all our heart,
foul and ftrength; and to love our neigh-
bour as ourfelves ; which, in a few words,
contain the fum and {ubftance of it.

Another ufe of the law is, to convince of
{in; _for by the law is the knowledge of fin ™ ;
of fin original and altual, of the fin of our
hearts and nature, as well as of the {in of our
lips, lives and actions: I bad not known fin,
fays the apoftle®, bur by the low : for I had
20t known luff, that is, known it to be a fin,
and finful, except the loaw had faid, Thou
fhalt not covet. Not that the law can; or
does, of itfelf, really and throughly, {piri-
tually and favingly, convince of fin; for this
is the work of the Spirit of God: but then
the Spirit of God makes ufe of the law to
work in men thorough convictions of their
finful, loft, and miferable condition by na-
ture.

Again, another ufe of the law, not made
void by the doétrine of faith is, to be as a glafs
to believers themfelves ; to behold therein by
the light of the divine Spirit, the deformity
of their fouls by fin, and the imperfection of
their obedience ; whereby they grow out of

love with themfelves, and quit all depen-
dence

m Rom. 1. 2zo. ® Chap. vil. 7.
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dence on their own righteoufnefs for jufti-
fication. So the apoftle Paul/, comparing
himfelf, his heart and f{ervices, wiih the pure
and holy law of God, thus exprefies himfelf;
We know that the law is [piritual s but I am
carnal, fold under fin°. In this view. of
things the pfalmift .Dagwvid was able to make
fuch an obfervation as this ; 1 bave fecn an
end of all perfelliony thy commandment 1is
exceeding broadP® ; that is, 1 fee that the law
-of God 15 fo large and broad, and my obedi-
ence to it fo fhort of 1t, and fo imperfect,
that I defpair of ever attaining perefection by
‘the deeds of it. It was no doubt, by the
light of the {pirit, and as beholding herfelf
in the glafs of the law, that the church faw,
and {o faid, That her righteoufnefs were as
~ fulthy rags, and herfelf as an wnclean thing o
Hence,

There is a farther ufe of the law to belie-
vers, and that is, to make the righteoufnefs
of Chrift more dear and valuable to them :
for when they fee how imperfect their own
righteoufnefs 1s, and how far fhort of the de-
mands of the righteous law of God their obe-
dience comes ; and when they behold what
an everlafting righteoufnefs Chrift has brought.
in; how perfe&t i1t is in 1tfelf, and how
agreeable to the law ; infomuch that it is not
only fulfilled by it, but magnified and made

honour-

*Rem. vi. 14, P Pfal, cxix: 96. ¢ Ia, Ixiv. 6.
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honourable; they are at once delighted with
1t, fix upon it, and defire to be found in
Chrift ; not having on their cwn righteoufnefs,
which is of the law, Out that which 15 through
the faith of Chrift 5 the rightcoufnefs which is
of God by faith~.

Once more; another ufe and office cf the
law 1s, that 1t 1s a rule of life, that is, of
aCtion, walk and converfation to the faints ;
who are not without law to God, but wnder
the law to Chriff*: and as itis in the hands
of Chrift, and held forth by him, as King of
faints, and lawgiver in his church, it 1s to be
obferved and attended to by them; and as
perfons born again, being under the influences
of the blefled Spirit, and baving his gracious
afliftance, they delight in the law of God, af-
ter the inward man; and though <with the
fefh, they fometimes, to their great regret
and {orrow, [erve the laze of fin 3 yet, at other
times they are enabled chearfully, and w5
the mind, to férve the law of God®.

To fay na more; though God’s juftified
ones are, as {uch, delivered from the wrath
and condemnation of the law ; Chrift having
redeemed them from thence by being made
@ cyrfe for them® ; and having the fentence
of condemnation executed upon him, which
their fins deferved; fo that zbere’s now no

condemnation to them that are iz him ¥ ; they
D are

I Phi]- iiil 9- ' l CQr- ix- 21& t Romi Viir 22, 2‘51
" Gal. 1. 13, ¥ Rom. viu. 1.
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are pafled from death to life, and fhall never
enter into condemmnation: yet the law re-
mains a curfing and damning law to others ;
it lies againft Chriftlefs finners ; it pronoun-
czs them guilty, and accurfes them ; it fays
to them that are of the works of 1t, and are
under it, Curfed is every one that continues not
in all things which are written in the book of
the law to do them*; vyea, 1t is the killing
letter, the miniftration of condemnation and
death unto them. ‘Thusthe law, as to thefe
ufes of 1t, both to faints and finners, is not
made void by the doétrine of faith.

Ferhaps it will be afked, Is not the law,
in {fome fenfe, deftroy’d and abolifh’d ? Does
not the apoftle fay? to believers, Ye are not
under the law, but under.grace 2 yea, he af-
firms that they are become dead to the law
by the body of Chrift ; and that they are de/i-
vered from the law, that being dead wwbhere-
in toey were beld®*. And elfewhere?®, he
argues from the former glory of the law, to
the more excelling glory of the gofpel, thus, If
that awhich is done away, thatis, the law, was
glorious, much more that which remaineth, that
15, the everlufting gofpel, 75 glorious. To which
I anfwer,

That the law, as a covenant of aworks, 1s
abolithed, and done away ; in this {enfe, it is
made void to bclievers, Adam was a cove-

, nant
* Gul. . 1o0. Yy Rom. vi. 14. £ Chap. vil. 4. 6.
*# 2Cor. 11, 11. |
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fiant head and reprefentative of all his po-
fterity, 1n which he was a figure of him that
was to come; the law was given to hun and
to all mankind in him, promifing life on con-
dition of obedience, and threatning with
death 1n cafe of tranifgreflion. _AZdamz {oon
broke this covenant, whereby fiz entcred into
the world, and death by fin; and [o death
paffed upon all men! for in bim all Lave fin-
ned b, God’s elect themielves not excepted.
"T hefe were confidered in Adaen, their natu-
ral and federal head ; they finned in: him, and
fell with him ; the fentence of death paficd on
them as on others; the reafon why 1t was
not, and necver will be executed upon them,
is, becaufe Chrift, in the everlafting cove-
nant, became their furety and f{ubflitute ; en-
gaged to bear the punifhment of their fins,
and make fatisfaction to the law and juflice
of God for them ; which he has done by his
{fufferings and death; and {o has delivered
them from the law, as a covenant of works ;
and from all that mifery, deftruction and
death, 1t entailed upon them:: wherefors
they are not under the law, as a covenant of
works, but wnder grace, the covenant of
grace.

Again; the law is abolifhed snd done a-
way, as to the form of adminiftration of it
by Mofes. ‘The whole frame of the M./ 7c

oeconomy is broke to pieces; which was fig-
D » nified

sl

2 Pom. v. 12, 14.
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nified by the two tables of ftone being caft
out of his hands and broken, when he came
down from the mount; which were after-
wards rencewed, and put into the ark, a
type of Chrift ; in whofe hands, and not in
the hands of Adofes, is the law to be confi~
dered. The Fews faid to the poor blind man,
that was cured by Chrift, Thou art bis, 1. e.
Chrift’s difciple ; but we are Mofes’s difcz-
plesc.  They valued themfelves upon the lat-
ter ; we Chriftians upon the former. AMofes,
indeed, was a faithful fervant; but he was
only a fervant : Chrift is a Son over his own
houfe ; and ’ts he that we are to hearken to.
When Mofzs and Elias were with Chrift on
the mount, at the time of his transfiguration,
a voice was heard, faying, This is my beloved
Son, inawhom I am well pleafed : bear ye bim < ;
not Mofes and Elias, but hear the well-belo-~
ved Son. -
Moreover, the law is deftroy’d as a yoke
of bondage. As it was a covenant of works,
and as adminifter’d under the former difpen~
fation, it tended to bendage, and induced a
fervile {pirit on thofe that were under it. It
was not only a rigid fchoolmafter, but a fe-
vere tafkk-mafter; not only fetting hard lef-
fons, but requiring ftrit and perfet obedi-
ence, without giving any ftrength to per-
formy, or dite@ing where it s to be had;
but

¢ Joan ix. 28. d Matt, xvii. ¢.
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‘but now, in Chrift’s hands, it isa perfes?
law of liberty ¢; and fuch as are called by
grace, are made a willing people 112 the day
of Chrift’s power upon them; not only to
be faved alone by him, but to yield a chear-
ful obedience to the law, as given forth by
him. In this view of it, its commandments
are not grievous; this yoke 1s eafy, and this
burden 1s light ; the faints ferve it with plea-
fure, not in the oldnefs of the (letter, but in
newnefs of [pirit~.

Likewife, As has been already obferved,
the people of God are freed from the male-
diction of it, and condemnation by it, and fo
from the terror of it ; ’tis a terrifying law, as
it is a curfing and damning one; wherefore,
to fuch, who defire to be under 1t, it may be
faid, what the apoftle did& Do ye 7ot bear
tbe law 2 1t {peaks wrath and vengeance, cur-
fing and bitternefs; 1t 1s @ worce of words, of
terrible words ; wbich they that beard at
- mount Sinai, intreated that the word [hould

not be [poken to them any more 5 for they could
not endure that which was commanded. But
now the cafe i1s different with us under the
gofpel difpenfation ; the {cene is altered ; the
face of things is changed ; we hear a different
voice ; love, grace and mercy, inftead of
wrath and vengeance ; blefling and falvation,

in the room of curfing and condemnation :
we

¢ James i. 23. f Rom. vii. 6. € Gal. iv, z1.
2
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we are not come unto the mount that might be
touched, and that burned with fire, nor wunto
blacknefs, and darknefs, and tempeft ; but awe
are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of
the living god, the beafven{y Jerufalem, and
to an innumerable company of angels, to the
general affembly, and church of the ﬁrﬂ born,
which are «written in beaven, and to God
the Fudge of all, and to the [pirits of juft
men made perfell, and to Sfefus the Mediator
of the new covenant, and to the blood of [prink-
ling, that [peaketh better things than that of
Abel &, _

Once more; the law is abrogated and
made void, with refpect to juftification. We
are not to {eek for, and expeét life and
righteoufnefs by obedience to it ; and fhould
we, our {eeking would be 1in vain, and our
expectation would be difappointed. Jfrael,
which followed after the law of righteoufnefs,
hath not attained to the law of righteoufnefs.
Wherefore €  becaufe they fought i1t not by
Saith, but as it were by the works of the law .

- The fame f{uccefs attends all thofe who pur-
fue the fame {cheme, and take the fame me-
thods; by which they difcover their 1gno-
rance, vanity and pride 3 their ignorance of
the firi¢tneis of the juftice of God; therr
vain opinion and conceit of their own righte-
oufnefs; and their haughty and contemptuous
* reje-
h Heb. xii. 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24. ! Rom. ix. 31, 32.
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rejeCtion of the righteoufnefs of Chrift ; all
which is exprefled in thefe few words; For
they being ignorant of God's rigbteoufnefs, and
going about ro eflablifb a righteoufnefs of their
own, bave not [ubmitted themfelves unto the
righteoufnefs of God*. This is to alt con-
trary to God’s declared way and method of
juftifying finners. There can be no juftifi-
cation by the deeds of the law; this ufe of
the law is entirely abolithed ; we are not to
obey it with any fuch view, or for fuch a
purpofe ; no, we are to yield obedience to it,
as in the hands of Chrift, from a principle
of love to him § and to exprefs our gratitude
for the numerous mercies we receive from
himm, and through him ; and to teflify our
profefled {ubjection, and our fenfe of obliga-
tion to him. |
But now, though the law 1s made void as

a covenant of works, it {till continues a rule
of ation, walk and converfation ; though it.
is done away as to the form of the admini-
ftration of it by Mo/fés, the matter, the fum
and fubftance of it remains firm, unalterable,
and uwnchangeable in the hands of Chrift ;
though it is deftroyed as a yoke of bondage,
1t is in being as a perfe@® law of liberty;
and though believers are delivered from the
curfe and condemnation of it, they are not
exempted from obedience to it ; and though
they

k Rom. x. 3.
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they are not to feek for juftification by it,
they are under the greateft’ obligations, by
the ftrongeft ties of love, to have a regard
to all its commands. So much for the nega-
tive part of the propofition. T proceed,

Secondly, to confider the affirmative, and

to fhew that the law is eftablithed by the
grace and dolirine of faith.
- The perpetuity of the law is maintained
hereby. The grace of faith always views
the law 1n the hands of Chrift, looks to
him as the fulfilling end of it, and is attend-
ed with works done in obedience to it. Ac-
cording to the do&rine of juftification by faith
in the righteoufnefs of Chrift, all the pre-
cepts of the law are fulfilled, its penalty en-
dured, and that idelf continued as a rule of
righteoufnefs. The law upon the gofpel
icheme, 1s as unchangeable, and more {fo than
the laws of the Medes and Perfians, not one
jot nor tittle of it has pafied away, nor fhall
ever pafs away ; for all is fulfilled, and will
be preferved,

‘The [piritualsty of the law is aflerted and
{ecured upon the foot of faith, and the do-
ctrine of it.  'The Pharifees of old, as much
as 1n them lay, made void the law, as to the
ipirituality of it, at the fame time they pre-
tended to be advocates for it; by infinuating
as though the law anly regarded the extera
nal a&tions of life, and was not concerned

about
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abouit the fecret motions, inward thoughts
and lufts of the heart: whereas, {uch as have
believed in Chrift, and underftand his gofpel,
have other notions of the law; and Z%now,
that it is [piritual’. A true believer, in the
exercife of the grace of faith, beholds the
inward corruption of his heart and nature;
and mourns over it, as contrary to the pure
‘and holy law of God; and at the fame time,
according to the dolirine of faith, with
pleafure views, that he is juflified by the blood
of Chrift, even by that blod which cleanfeth

Jrom all fim™, of heart, lip and life.

-~ The perfect righteoufnefs of the law is
eftablithed by faith, and the doétrine of it.
Whatever the law requires, according to this
doftrine, 1s given it. Does it require pure
and fpotlefs holinefs of nature? There Is in
Chrift an entire conformity to i1t in this re-
fpect; who is boly, harmlefs and undefiled ;
and as {uch, is an high prieft that becomes us,
3s {uitable to us, as being our fan&ification
“and our righteoufnefs. Does the law require
finlefs and perfe& obedience to all its com-
mands ? Chrift has always done the things
that pleafed his father, and has done all the
things that are pleafing to him ; he has per-
fectly obeyed the whole preceptive part of
the law., Does the law require of, and

threateh tranfgreflors with the penalty of

E death?
TRom wii, 14. mCh. v. 9. 1 John 1. ».
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death ? Chrift being made fin, was made a
curfe for his people, and became obedient to
death, even the death of the crofs. So that
the law,  in all refpe&ts, is magnified, and
made honourable by him, according to the
doCtrine of faith., We bring to the law in
Chrift our head, or rather he in our room
and ftead, a righteoufnefs which anfwers all
the demands of it, and cafts a luftre and glo-
ry upon it: and indeed, all the obedience of
angels and men put together, does not, and
cannot give the law fuch glory and honour
as the obedience and righteoufnefs of Chrift
does. Whence ’tis clear, that the law 1s fo
tae from being made void, that it is thoroughly
eftablifhed by it. |

Obedience to the law by believers, 1s en-
forced upon them by the beft of motives, and
yielded to it by them, under the beft of in-
fluences ; it is enforced on gofpel motives
and principles, Read over the epiftles of the
apoftle Paul, particularly thofe to the Ephe-
frans, and Colfyﬁz}ms, and you will eafily fee
how the faints are exhorted to all the duties
of life, incombent on them in -their families,
the churches and the world ; and are encou-
raged to a performance of them upon the
principles of grace, and by the do&rines of
1t ; and according to the covenant of grace,
they have the beft afliftance promifed, pro-
vided and afforded to them. I wi/l put
my law in their inward parts, fays the

Lord,
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Lord ®, and 1 will awrite it in their bearts.
And again©°; [ will put my [pi~t within you,
and caufe you to walk in my [flatutes ; and ye fhall
keep my Judgments, and do them.

Once more; by the doftrine of faith we
eftablifh the law, or make 1t {tand; becaufe
we place it in the beft of hands, and upon
the fureft foundation. ‘Thelaw was put into
the hands of Adam ; butit did not long con-
tinue there; 1t was quickly tranfgrefled and
broken. 'The two tables of ftone, with the
law wiitten on them, were put into Moyfes’s
hands; but he, as he came down from the
mount, caft them out of his hands, and
broke them tc pieces beneath it: but now
the law, according to the docirine of faith,
1s put into the hands of Chrift ; and there it
ftands, and will ftand firm and fure to all
generations ; yea, it will {tand unchangeable
and unalterable to all eternity. We {fay,
The Lord is our Fudge, thbe Lord isour Law-
giver, the Lord is our King, and be will
Jave us?®. | :

In this view of the law, how amiableand
lovely muft it look in the eyes of faints;
they cannot but delightin it, as fatisfied by
Chrift, and take pleafure in obeying it, as it
1s 1n his hands: the language of their fouls

is that of David’'s®, O bow love I thy Jaw !
11

» Jer. xxxi. 33. © Ezek. xxxvi. 27. P Ifa. xxxviii. 2z2.
1 Pfal. cxix, g7. *

F
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1t 15 my meditation all the day. And as there
1s a pleafure ’attends an obfervance of it,

there’s peace 77z 1t; thoughit doth not arife
frem it, nor 1s founded on it: Great peace
pave they awbich love tiy law, and notbing
fhall offend thein*. Such as are believers in
Chnift, ought not only to be careful to main-
tain, but even to excel, to go before others in
cood works. Let us, therefore, by divine
afly ﬂance {hew, by our lives and converfations,

the tiv.l of this dotrine, That the law is not
made vcnd_ t1e eftablifhed by the gofpel,
Tet us, as it 18 w.e ...t cf Ged we fhould,
with well doing, put to filence the ignorance
of foolith men; and fhame them who falfly
accufe our good converfation in Chrift. Let
us make it appear, throughout the whole of
our conduct, under the gracious influences of
the Spirit of God, that we have a proper re-
‘gard to the unchangeable law of God, as to
the everlafting gofpel of Chrift Jefus.

* Plal.  cxix, 163,
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