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S ERMON V.

THE NATURE OF SOUND DOC.
T RIN E,

TITUS u. 1.

But fpeak thou the things wbhich become found

dollrine.

OUND deoctrine is an expreflion {o com-
. monly ufed by Chriftians, that few are
apt to f{ufpe€t any ambiguity in its mean-
ing. Every one of thofe fe¢ts into which
the Chriftian world 1s unhappily divided,
applies the expreflion to fignify the whole
of 1ts own fyftem of dolirine, but efpecially
thofe {peculative and difputable tenets which
diftinguith 1t from other felts, and cven thofe
technical terms which 1t has coined or adopted
on puipofe to dctine them with precifion.
All fects, with equal confidence, appropriate
the epithet to their own peculiar {yftems:
yet the diftinguifhing tenets of different feéts

Vor. 1I. K are



130 The Nature of Serm. V,

are contradiftory. It 1s certain, therefore,
that the epithet 1s mifapplied by {fome of them.
Each affirms, that it 1s mufapplied by all except
its own adherents: and as the theological
fyftem of every fcct contains fomething of
human, and coniequently fallible, explication,
impartiality can {carce avoid f{ufpefting that
the epithet 1s, m fome meafure, mifapplied
by all fects. It will not therefore be {uper-
flucus, profefledly to alcertain and illuftrate
its genuine ‘Inport.

Witn this view, I fhall, rFirsT, examine its
precife meaning in Scripture ;

SeconpLy, Explain the feveral particulars
which fhall, from that examination, appear to
be implied 1n 1t; and,

Tuirpry, Conclude with fome reflexions
naturally fuggefted by the {ubjcét.

SOUND  doltrine, found or awholefomne words,
Jound [fpeech, /ozuzd ir the faith, are all expref-

fions found 1n Scripture, and cvidently in-
tended to convey the fame idea. The origi-
nal words which exprefs the eptthet 1n all
thefe phrafes *, refer primarily to bodily health,

“ In one text, the adjeftive vyinc; in another, the verb
sy 3 10 all the ret, the participle vyiamw,

a5



Serm. V. Sound Dollrine, 3K

as oppofed to difcafe : but they are, by clai-
fical writers, ufed with great latitude, for fig-
nifying metaphorically whatever 1s right or
approveable. They are all words of the fame
etymology. One of them * primarily fignifies
bealthful, but is alfo ufed by Greek authors,
to fignify hkealing, wholefome, or conducive to
health. Another of them 4 f{ignifics, moft li-
terally, bealing, but is ufed likewile, in {everal
places of the new Teftament}, to fignify
healthful, We may conclude, therefore, that
they are defigned to be {ynonymous when
they are applied to doflrine, and to denote
fuch as is healthful, or fuch as is healing, or
fuch as unites both thefe characters. What
they precifely denote, we fhall be belt able to
determine, by comparing the paflages 1n
whiclhh they occur, and examning the {cope
and connexion of eacn. All thefe pafiages
lie 1n Paul’s epiftles to Timothy and to Titus:
and, from the f{lightelt attention to them, it
will, I think, be cvident, that the Apoltle
calls doctrine pound, 1 a fenfe very remots
from that in which the term 1s ufed by the
difcordant {edts of Chriftians; that he con-
ftantly means 1t to exprefs Dboth the i1deas
which 1t naturally fiznifies; that he intends
the genuine doctrine of Chrift, but with a par-

¢ Uy | vyiaiar. T Luke v. 31, vil. 10. xav. 27.

K 2 ticular



132 The Nature of SerMm. V.

ticular reference, both to its being bealthful,
pure, and unfophifticated, and to its being
wholefome or bealing, as having a practical
tendency. So far is he from defigning it to
denote the peculiarities of any human fyftem,
that,on the contrary, he i1s at pains to intimate,
that he defigns it to exprefs the plainneis and
fimplicity of the dolirine of the gofpel, as de-
livered by Chrift and his Apcfiles, in direct
oppofition to the precaricus opinions, the {fub-
tile explications and definitions, the ingenious
fpcculations and i1efinements of unimipired
men : and {o far 1s he fiom applying the term
to any curious or Intricate theory, that he no
lefs clearly and conftantly intimates that, by
calling doctrine found, he means to express
its being fit to cure the difeafes, and promote
the health, of the foul ; and that, in oppofition
not only to tenets directly immoral, but par-
ticularly 2lfo to the inutility and pernicious
tendency of all {fubtile queftions and abfiract
difquifinions.  Thele two ideas, by which the
Apottle characterizes found docCtiine, 1t will
be nceeflary to trace out jointly ; for, in every
paflage of his wintings, they are jointly kept in
view with the greateft caie.

Our Apoftle ufes the term found doc-
trine, In 1 Tim. 1. 10, ke immediately {fub-
joins a definition of 1t 1t 1w what 1s according

Lo
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fo the glorzous gofpel of the blcffed Ged, wvbich,

{ays he, was committed to my truft *; 1t 1s what
1s plainly and exprefsly revealed by God 1n the
gofpel. In the context, the idea of found doc-
trine 1s {till more precifeiy defined, and fully
illuftrated, particularly by bewing . contratte

with 1ts oppofites. To perceive this, we muft
look back to the beginning of the paragraph,
ver. 3. The Apoftle there reminds Tumothy,
that Le had formerly defired him to charge
Jomze tLat they teach no OTHER dollrine: OTHER,
he can only mean, than the docirine of the
goipel, which he had preached. And what
was the other doctrine which they taught?
The next words inform us, Neither give beed
to fables, and endlefs genealogics 4 : the tabulous
traditions which the Jews had nvented, and
which, they pretended, led to the right under-
ftanding of the Scriptures; and the fanciful
notions concerning certain {ucceflive deriva-
tions of Ipiritual beings, commonly called
Hons, from the Supreme Being, or from one
another, which the Apoftle juftly pronounces
endlefs or interminable ; becaule, being founded
folely 1 imagmation, they might bz, and ac-
tually were, varied and multiplied according
to cvery man’s caprice.  The Chriftian con-
verts from  Judalfin, retaining their fondnefs

* Ver. 11, + Ver. i
K 3 - for
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for both thefe, endeavoured to intermix them
with, or fuperadd them to, the gofpel, under
pretence of explaming fome of 1ts doltrines
with the greater precifion and fullnefs.
Thefe {peculations, which were the human de-
finitions and refinements, at that time hetero-
geneoufly Interwoven with the gofpel, he
cenfules not only as being another dibirine,
totally foreign to the gofpel; but allo, very
expitcitly, on account of their having no mo-
val rendency, but ucceflar:ly drawing men off
from practice; for he [(ubjoins, which minifler
gueflions 1ntricate, perplexing, unprofitable
difputes, retber than godly edifyznz. That it
might appear how contradiCtory they are, 1n
this refpeét, to the gofpel, he aflerts that its
end, 1ts {ole purpofe, 1ts dircét and ultimate
icope, 18 leve out of a pure beart, and of a good
confcrerce, and of  faith unfeignea®: and {o
anxious 15 he to exclude the f{ubtilizing upon
its fimple principles, that he reprefents every
fucli cttempt as a deviation from 1ts whole
ftrufture and defign; from awhich, fays he,
fome, the teachers already cenfured, baving
fwerved, bave turned afide unto vain jangling -
IHc procceds to expofc the 1gnorance and felf-
conceit which led them into this deviation :
and, as they vented thewr fantaftical fubtleties

© VCI'- 51 'i' VEI‘- C:I
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as belonging to the law, and under pretence
of teaching it perfeltly, he takes occafion to
explain what was the real defign of the law;
not to ferve as a foundation for fuch fpecula-
tive vifions, but to condemn every kind of
immorality : many kinds of it he enumerates;
and 1t 1s inclofing the enumeration that he {ays,
And if therebe any other thing thatis CONTRARY
to found doctrine*. 'Thus direCting us to refer
the phrafe to the wnole paragraph, and to ex-
plain it by the whole tenour of his difcourfe;
as marking the doctrine of the gofpel as funple,
and as praliical, fully taught by Chrift and
his Apoftles, and applied to the fole purpofe
of promoting holinefs; uncombined with any
refinements of human ingenuity, which always
are another doc¢trine, and never fail to coun-
teract 1its tendency to produce, not purity
and charity, but indeterminable controverfies,
and unhallowed, uncharitable contentions and
divnifions,—~—The 1dea of Chriftian doc-
trine which he had here given, he 1s {olicit-
ous to keep in view throughout the epiftle,
and frequently recurs to 1. In particular,
when he predicts a great corruption of the
Chriftian church, and deferibes 1t as a depar-
tare from the fairth -, he plainly mtimates, that
the departure confifted m a deviation from

* Ver., 7,~10, + Chap. iv, 1.
K 4 that
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that fimplicity and moral tendency which be-
long to the truefaith ; for, in exhorting Timo-
thy to oppofe it by good doclrine®, he gives
him this direétion, Refufe profane and old wives

fables, and exercife thyfelf” unto godiinefs .

BuT, chap. vi. 3. he fpeaks again of whole-
fome or found words; tor, in the original, the
epithet 1s the {fame which he had formerly
applied to deétrine. What thefe were, he
immediately explains, Ewven the words of our
Lord Tfefus Chrift, the gofpel 1n the fimplicity
in which it was at irft dehvered ; and zhe doc-
trine which 1s according fo godiinefs : thus ftudi-
oufly unfolding and forcing into view both the
ideas which we have athrmed to be implied
in the epithet. If farther evidence of this be
neceffary, the whole context will abundantly
{upply it. He infinuates, that {ome confens nor
to the wholefome words, but teach otherawife,
Otherwife than what? Certainly one of two
things. Either, fr/?, otherwife than he had
taught, and commanded T1mothy to zecach and
exbhort, immediately bcfore; and then he muft
mean, that they teach otherwife than they
ought, and mnot according to the wholefome
words of Chrifl, who are not careful to incul-
cate the feveral moral duties of life; for he

® Ver. G. + Ver. 7. b
1d



SErM. V. Sound Do&lrine. 137

had immediately before beem wholly occupied
in gwving plain practical directions concerning
the particular duties incumbent on Timothy
himf{elf, on widows, and on fervants.  Or, fz-
condly, otherwife than was required by the
general defcriptions which the Apoftle had
formerly given of Chriftian doétrine : and that
thefe had been anxioufly contrived to miark
efpecially both 1ts praltical tendency and its
limplicity in oppofition to all human {pecu-
lations and opinions, 1s evident from the paf-
fage which we have already explained, and
might be confirmed by other patiages, The
apoftle’s 1dea of found words is farther afcer-
tained by the character which he gives of the
man who deviates from them ¥ : He 75 proud,
knowing nothing, but doating, ailing, difeafed,
about queflions and flrifes of words. It 1s a
falfe conceit of his own acutenels and inge-
nulty which 1mpels him to f{ubtilize on the
plain do¢trines of the gofpel; and his doing
o betrays his total 1ignorance of their genuine
nature, and 1s truly a ditempered appcetite for
enquirics, difcuflions, ar.i dcfinitions, which,
profound or important «s he imagmces them,
arc 1 fact trifhing orur atelhigible logomachies,
at the bedt controverf: + not about trutiy tfelf,
but about particula modes of cxpreiiing i,

T 4y e
1one
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none of them neceflary, and perhaps all of
them in {omec refpect 1mproper. He ftigma-
tizes thefe as not only thus foreign to the fim-
plicity of the gofpel, but alfo contradictory to
its moral tendency; as fpeculations whereof,
inftead of godlinefs, cometh envy, firife, railings,
evi/ furmifings, perverfe difputings cof men of
corrupt mwinds, and deflitute of the truth. In this
paflage, therefore, as well as in the former,
it 1s the original, fimple doctrine of the go-
{pel, ftudioully oppofed to all abftract, curious
definitions and queftions mifnamed theological,
that the Apoftle calls found or wholefome, and
he fo calls 1t with a direct and parucular
view to mark 1ts natural influence on all the
virtues of a good life. It will not perhaps be
a blameable minutenefs to remark farther, that
in this paflage 1t 1s the worbps of Chrift, not
his pocTRrRINE as 1n the former paflage, that the
Apoftle calls found; on purpofe, 1t would {cem,
to intimate, that the words of Scripture arc
the moft proper for exprefling the doltrine of
Sciipture ; that the {ubftitution of other terms,
as more cxphicit and precife, and fitter for
diftingwmifhing the truth from error, 1s really a
deviation from the fimplicity of the gofpel,
and a certain means of Introducing human
refinements, and raifing vain and fubtile quel-
tions hetcrogencous to its nature and defign, At

any rate, the Apoltld’s anxicty to condemn
thefc
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thefe 1s plain and undeniable; for returning
to this fubjelt, he concludes the epiftle with
an earnel(t exhortation to beware of them: O
Timothy, keep that awhich is commiited to thy trufs,
avoiding profane and wvain babblings, and oppofi-
fions of Joience falfely fo called ; which fome pro-
foffing, bhave erred concerning the fairo*.

NortwiTusTANDING 2all the pains which
the Apoftle had thus taken to defcribe and re-
commend {ound doétrine, the falfe teachers
peififted 1in their attachment to fanciful and
unprofitable fables and queftions, and dulemi-
nated them in the Ephefian, and other Afiatic
churches, with fo great fuccefs, that he found
1t necefiary to refume the {ubject 1in his fecond
epiftle to Timothy, and to give almoft the
whole epiftle a reference to 1t. He commands
Timothy 4, to bold fujt, to adhere to ihe form,
the model and exemplar of found <words. It
is the fame phrafe which he had ufed in the
pallage laft cxplained, and he ufes 1t 1n the
very fame fenfe.  That he means the fimple
doétrine of the gofpel as origmally delivered,
he is careful to intimate, by mmmediately {ub-
joining this telt and cniterion, swhich thou bhaft
beard of me : not the words or the opimions of
any uninf{pired man, but the words and the

* Ver. z0, 21. 1 2 Tim, 1, 13,

doétrine
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doltrine of the infpired Apoftle. He 1s very

folicitous to 1inculcate this; for he foon after
exhorts him, The things which thou baft beard
of me, the fame commit thou to faitoful men,
who fhall be able to teach others alfo™ ; he tells
him, Thou baft fully known MY DOCTRINE - ;
he enjoms him, Continuetbown 1 the things which
thou bafl learned, and baf been affured of, know-
ing OF WHOM thou baft learned thesn T 5 and he
refers him to the Scripture given by infpiration
of God, as the only fource from which the
pure principles of religion can be derived, and
declares 1t to be profitable for doctrine, and able
fo make wife unto [2lvation, through faith which
15 tn Chrift Jeofus §.—"That 1t was his purpofe,
ftudioully to diftinguifh this pure, fimple doc-
trine of the golpel from, and to contraft it
with, the curious {peculations which affeted
ingenuity might build upon 1t, the abftract
definitions and diftinétions by which men
might attempt explaming it with precifion,
the nice and puzzling queftions concerning it
which they might agitate, and likewife all the
unfcriptaral, technical, and philofophical terms
which they might invent or adopt under co-
iour of exprefling the exact truth, and effec-
tually cxcluding the contrary error, 1s clear

* Chap. u. 2. { Chap 1ii. 10.
L Ver. 14. § Ver, 1g, 10.

from
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from the whole feries of hits difcourfe. When
he defives Timothy to put them in remembrance
of the things which he had faid, he adds,
charging them before the Lord, that they [flrive
not about awords*®, about contending modes of
expreflion,  When he direCts him #gbtly 2o
divide the word of truth, he rmmediately fub-
joins, but flun, as abfolutely inconfiftent with
this, profane and vain, empty babblings+ : he
could not have ufed an expreflion more figni-
ficant at once of abhorrence and contempt.
Intent on ftigmatizing them, he again repro-
bates them in terms of deteftation, Bur foolifh
and wunlearned queflions avoidl : unlearned in
truth they always are, however much they
may aflume the guife of learning or of pene-
tration.— It 1s no lefs evident that the Apofile,
in this place calls words found, with an ex-
prefs defign to mark their wholefome or prac-
tical tendency : he even labouis to force this
into view, and to keep 1t 1in view, Ide declares
thatthisis an ellential part of hisidea of the form
of Jound words; hc carefully mncludes 1t in his
very defcription of them s he fays, they are the
words which are 1 faith and LoveE which is in
Chrift Jefus §. Whenever he mentions the re-
hinements and fubtletics which he fo anxioufly

* Chap. 1. 14, . t Ver. 1c, 16.
} Vero 2y, y Chap, i. 1 4.

exvludes
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excludes from found doltrine, he never fails
carefully to fpecify their having no moral, or
their having an 1mmoral tendency. They
are not only #o no profit, but to great hurt, 7o
the fubverting of the bearers®. 'They are fo far
from producing love, that they gender firifes .
They not only do not promote godlinefs; but,
in proportien as they are indulged, 2hey will
zucreafe wunto more ungodlinefs, and will eat as doth
a cankerf. In the progrefs of his difcourfe,
he again predicts that apoftaly which he had
foretold 1n his firit epiftle, and defcribed as a
departure from the fuith ; and here he defcribes
1t as a contradiction to the praéiical tendency
o_f Jound doCtrine ; he marks 1t by the corrup-
tion of morals confequent on that apoftafy,
and after enumerating f{everal vices which
were to abound in thefe perilous times§, he
fums up the character of them, in this, Hav-
ing a form cof godlinefs, but denying the power
thereof||. ~Farther, when he recommends the
Scripture as the only untainted fource of
Chriftian doctrine, he takes particular care to
remark, that 1t is profitable for reproof, for cor-
voblion, for infirullion in righteoufuefs, that the
man of God may be perfell, thoroughly furnifbed

220210 all good QOO 1S qa.

* Chap. 11, 14. 1 Ver. 23, 1 Ver. 16, 17.
§ Chape Nt 1,—4. | Ver. g. 1 Ver. 106, 17.
IMMEDIATELY
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ImMEDIATELY after this, he gives Timothy
a very folemn charge to indefatigable diligence
in preaching and applying the werd™; in en-
forcing which he employs the phrafe found doc-
trine 5 For the time will come, when they will not
endure found doltrine T, and he employs 1t in
the very {fame {enfe as fecrmerly. He charac-
terizes 1t by 1ts fimplicity, 1 oppofition to all
human refinements and determinations : it is
the wordy: 1t 1s the truth, unmixt with any
fables §, with any of the precarious or falfe
opinions, the doubtful {peculations, the dif-
putable niceties, which, he forefaw, would arife
in the Chriftian church, and ulurp the name
of found do¢tnne.  He characterizes it by its
moral tendency: it 1s fit to be applied to re-
prove and rcbuke {in, and exhborz { to holinefs,
purpofes to wiiich practical doétrine alone is
applicable.  He charalterizes 1t by both thefe
qualities, 15 his defeription of the perfons who
will not endure it § : their averfion to it is ow-
Ing to their own lufls, to a vitiated tafte loath-
ing the plain truths of the gofpel, peculiar
prejudices producing delight in cmpty fubtle-
tics, or corrupt patiions difgufting them againft
the holy doctrine ot the gofpel, and attaching
them to frigid, abfiralt notions which touch

* Chap, iv. 1, 2. T Ver. 3.
T Ver, z, | § Ver. .
2 not
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not the heart, and to loofe opinions which
give countenance or licence to their favouritg
vices. Prompted by fuch luils, zhey beap to
themfelves teachers, {uch as gratify their ill-
directed curiofity or their prejudices, by dwell-
g on the diftinctive {ubtleties of fome hu-
man {yftem; fuch as by amufling them with
thefe, divert their attention from good prac-
tices; fuch as propagate principles con-
fiftent with an 1mmoral lite; baving itching
ears 3 taking pleafure 1n hearing only what
tickles them, by falling 1 with their dif-
tempered notions or their corrupt inclhina-

tions.

In writing to Titus, as well as to Timothy,
the apoftle feveral times applies the epithet
Sfound to doftrine, to {peech, or to faith; and
fhie applies it 1invariably 1in the fame f{enfe.
Among the neceflary qualifications, and the
indifpenfible duties of a Chrifhian bithop, he
ipecifies this, Holding faft the faithful aword, as
he bath been taught, that be may be able, by
SOUND DOCTRINE, doth to exhort and convince
the gainfayers®*. 'This found doétrine is the
fimple doétrine of revelation, as propofed in
revelation unadulterated with any thing of
human 1nvention : he exprefsly fays {o; it is

' 'I‘it' il 9.
the
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the faithfil, the fure, the indubitable word, as
be bath been taught. It 1s doCirine of a prac-
tical nature; for by i1t he might te able 7o
exbort. ‘That he was defirous of cxprefling
both thefe characteriftics of it, and that par-
ticularly in oppofition to all unferiptural and
unprofitable {peculations, 1s evident from his
defcription * of the gainfayers whom Chriftian
teachers were fo convince By this found doc-
trine; that 1s, by f(hewing that their refine-
ments had no foundation i 1t, not by {ctting
up other human explications in coppofition to
theirs. They weve vain talkers, venting fri-
volous mnotions under the {pecious, boatting
fhew of wifdom and philofophy, of depth or
of precifion; and by this means decesvers,
teacbing things which they ougbs not : Their
opinions were 1mmoral; they were wraly;
they fubverted wwhole boufes ; they flattered the
corrupt propenfities of the Cretans, who had
been jultly charaCterized always licrs, evil beafls,
Sflow bellies. On account of both thefe depra-
vities of their doctrine, the Apoftle commands
Titus to rebuke them fharply, to expofe the fu-
tility and 1mmorality of their notions, zbaz,
{ays he, they may be found in the fairh -, that
they may return to the fimple and prac-

#* Ver. 10, 11, 12. t Ver. 13.

VOL. 11. L tical
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tical dodrine of the cofpel, which 1s the fole
objeét of faith. To keep in view, by what
means they had departed from this, he adds,
Not giving beed to TJewiflb fables; what thefe
were, we have already feen; and commandments
of wmen, definitions, determinations, and 1mpo-
fitions of human invention, by which they
turn from the truth*, or pervert it: and by
perverting 1t, by deviating from 1ts fimplicity,
they deviate likewife from that holinefs which
is its end ; zbey profels that they know God,
often that they know him more perfeltly, and
underftand his will more accurately, than
others but in works they deny bim, being abomi-
nable, and difobedient, and unto every good work
reprobate . It 1s 1 dire€t oppofition to thefe
falfe teachers, that the Apoftle immediately
fubjoins 1n the text, But fpeak thou the things
awhich become found doclrine : and what he here
principally meant by 1t, he profefifedly and
largely explamns i the following verfes, That
the aged men e jfober, and {fo on I: 1t is the
inculcating of the plain moral duties of life
in every condition.  When, among the duties
of aged men he mentions, found in jfazth§,
and among thole of Titus, found [peech]|,
there can be no doubt that he ufes the expref-

¢ Ver. 14. + Ver. 10. I Chap, i1, 2—10,
§ Ver. 2. | Ver. 8.

{fion
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fion in his ordinary and invariable meaning;
and in the latter cafe he explains it by gravity,
weight, or importance, and by uncorruptnefs *,
freedom from all taint of a foreign mixture;
and he fays, that it cannot be condemnned; being
the fimple doltrine of the gofpel, not one
human explication oppofed to another, it can-
not be retorted by the adverfary, lo #at be that
25 of the contrary part, muft be afhamed T, con-
founded and filenced. There cannot be a
clearer or a ftronger proof, how efiential a
moral tendency is 1in the apoftle’s 1dea of
found do&rine, or how great a part of {ound
doétrine he reckons morality to be, than this
his profefled explication of that i1dea. It 1is
remarkable, that for nine verfes after his ex-
hortation to teach found doétrine, he does not
{o much as mention even any of the genuine
and fimple articles of Chriftian faith; and
when at length he comes to mention fome of
them, it 1s not curioufly to explain or define
them, but folely to reprefent them as powerful
principles of good practice. When he men-
tions the grace of God, 1ts having appearcd to
men, 1ts bringing [alvation, he confiders it
fimply as teaching us, that denying ungodline/s and
worldly lufls, we fhould live foberly, righteonfly, and
godly in this prefent worldl, When he men-

* Ver. 7. T Ver. 8. T Ver. 11, 12.
L2 tions
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tions the bleffed hope, and the appearing of
Chrift to judgment, it 15 only as the /looking for
thefe will ftrongly encourage and urge us to
thofe great duties of hife*. When he mentions
Chrift’s grving bimfelf to death for us,itis only to
inculcate 1ts practical end and influence, zbat
be might redeesm us from all iniquity, and purify
unto Dimfelf a peculiar people =zealous cf good
2orks$. In commanding, therefcre, to fpeak
the things avhich become  found dcéZrine, the
Apoftle mof{t manifeftly and explicitly means
to command, to inculcate both holinefs in ge-
neral, and all the particular duties of morality,
and to be {olicitcus not to {ubtilize upon the
docCtrincs of the gofpel, or to define them with
exaCt piecifion, but, negle&ting all human
definitions of them, to urge them warmly as
yotives to the feveral wvirtues of the Chriftian
lite. So anxious 1s he that Titus and all his
fucceflors fhould teach according to this
model, that he adds tins charge, Thefe zbings
Jfpeak, and exbort, and rebuke, with. all autbo-
rify L. Heisfo full of the {ubject, that he re-
turns to 1it, and after recommending fome other
moural duties §, and enforcing th(_m by a {fimple
view of the peculiar doctrines of the gofpel ||,

enjoms Titus, to afirm conflantly, thar they

* Ver. 13, t Ver, 1. ] Ver, 135,
§ Chap. iil, 1, 2. || Ver. 37,

which
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awhich have believed in God, [hould be carefidl to

maintain good works, but to avoid foolfl quefiions,
and genealogies, and contentions and firivings about
the law; for Zbey are unprofitable and wain*,.
The man who addicts bhimfelf to thefe and
propagates them, 1t 1s that he calls @ berctic -,
as by reftricting and refining upon the fimple
fruths of the gofpel, he gives occalion to di-
vifions and parties in the church.

Truus, by an impartial examnation of all
the texts 1n which it 1s mentioned, we have
afcertained the true fcriptural fenfe of found
doctrine. The Apoftle ufes the term {fo often,
and whenever he ufes it, unftolds and guards
its meaning {o carefully, that he has enabled
us to afcertain 1t with the fulle{t and the moft
convincing evidence. The evidence 1s mdced
fo (trong, that when we attend to 1t, {o large
an inveftigation may feem to be unncccliary ;
but men arec {o enured to an oppolite con-
ception of the fubjcct, that the largeft invefti-
gation will, T am afraid, be mfuflicient for
{triking conviction into the ngid adherents to
{fe€ts and parties, and will be far from ren-
dering 1t fuperfluous; as we propofed, i the
sEcoND place, to illuftrate thefcveral particulars
which we have found to be 1mplied 1n 1t,

® Ver. 8, 9. + Ver. 1o,
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1. In general, found doéirime 1s the pure
genuine doflrine of the gofpel, the very doc-
trine taught by Chrift and his Apoftles: en-
tire, without the omiffion of any part of it:
unperverted, without being {trained or wreft-
ed: fincere, unmixt with any thing elfe, either
in the matter or in the manner of expreflion:
propofed chiefly in the found words 1n which
Chrift and his Apoftles delivered it Cer-
tainly 1t can require but little modefty to own
that thefe are the fitteft : the words of Chrift
arc the words of God, they were dictated by
his divine nature; the {pirit of God f{uperin-
tended the Apoftles and Prophets, {fo as to re-
itrain them from ufing any words which
were not fignificant of the very truth; and,
notwith{tanding confiderable varietics in their
ftile, the language of them all has a certain
common character and general complexion ;
in refpect of which we may affirm, that there
15 onc uniform tenour of fcriptural phrafco-
logy. "This gencral defeription of {ound doc-
trine will be, in the main, admitted by all
fcCls o for though their peculiar fyftems be, in
lome parts, diametrically oppofite, cach fect
reckons ats own {yftem the pure do&rine of
the gofpel: and though they all employ {fome
technical terms not found in Scripture, each
reckons 1ts own fet of thefe perfeétly cquiva-
lent to the terms of Scripture, but wmore defi-

nite,
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nite, fit for exprefiing thew real fenfe fo deter-
minately as to guard them againf{t mifconcep-
tion or mufinterpretation.

2. I'v therefore deferves our moit ferious
attention, That found doctiine means the pure
dottrine of the goipel, particularly as diflin-
gutfhed frome all buman definitions, lrmitations,
reftnements, and fiperadditions. We have all
along feen how explicitly and how anxioufly
the Apoftle fets 1t in oppofition to all thefe.
IHis expreflions are levelled direltly againft the
corruptions of doltrine which prevailed at that
rime : but they are fo chofen as to be hikewife
i ftrict propriety applicable to all polterior
corruptions of 1t; he forefaw thefe, and fore-
told them, and has an eye to them, at leaft in
fome of the pallages which we have examined.
Indeed all the curious or forced explications of
Chriftian doétrine, all the groundlefs or pre-
cartous deductions from 1t, all the f{ubtile
controverfics about 1t, which have infefted
the church, demonftrate themiclves to be {uch
adulterations as he condemns; they are
marked by the very features which he has
delincated ; they have produced the very effects
which he has defcribed,

Tury had alrcady begun, and  they
quickly fprcad- wider and wider. Forgetful
L 4 that
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that the gofpel was not given to exercife in-
genuity, or gratify curiofity ; and defirous of
recommending 1t to unbelievers, particularly
the pmlofopn is; partly too, 1t muft be
owned, {wavyed by thewr own preconceived no-
tions, and expecCting to difplay the accuracy
of their own appreheniion, fome Chriftians
began very early to conceive the articles
of thewr faith, according to the theories
of the Greek philofophy, chiefly the Platonic;
to define them with {cientifical precifion, and
i the phrafeology of the {chools; and to
adovt fimlitudes for illuftrating them, and
hypothefes for accounting for them, not only
arbitrary, but generally improper. They
were accufed of error. Their accufers were
not wife enough to fatisfy themfelves with
proving, that the Scripture did not imply or
admit the fenfe to which they determined it;
but, infected with the {pirit of the fame philo-
fophy, run into oppofite definitions, compari-
fons, hypothefes, and terms of f{cience, often
equally improper, and equally involving er-
ror. Thefe were juftly retorted upon them
by their adverfaries. Controverfies were agi-
tatcd concerning thefe contradictory defini-
tions : multitudes ranged themielves on each
fide; they broke out into contention, animo-
fitics, unjuft fufpicions, and mfinuations, mu-
rual reproaches and wvectives,  Fallchood was

ca gcrl y



SErM. V. Sound Dofltrine. 1573

eagerly {ought for, and for the moft part
eafily found, in the abfiract, {ubttle definitions
of each partyv. Inthe progrefs of a¢ifputation,
new terms, new difimdrions, new comparifons
were invented on eachi fide, for mareving with
precifion the peculiarity cf its own opinion ;
and new hypoihefes were contrived for recon-
ciling 1t to Scripture or to 1itfelf, and for evad-
ing the objections urged agamft 1t. Every
{fuch attempt produced new queftions; and
every new queftion became more frivolous,
more notional, more abftrufe than the fermer.
In difcutling 1t, new refinements of diftinc-
tion, and new 1ntricacies of argumentation,
were introduced. Every di{putant added fome-
thing according to his own manner of ap-
prehenfion.

Tue church was diftraéted, bewildered,
and 1nflamed. Councils were aflembled to
determine the points 1n queftion, and to ex-
tinguith the heats which they had raifed.
But inftead of bolding faft the jorm of found
words, 1nftead of recalling all parties to the
fimple doé&rine of the gofpel, and rejeéting
the unicriptural, precarious cxplications by
which baoth fides went beyond 1t 5 they entered
into all the minutix of thc controverfy, they
debated them with prejudice and paffion, they
indulged cavil and chicanc, they broke forth

into
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into clamour and outrage, into mutual accu-
{ations and threatenings, and fometimes they
proceeded to tumult and wviclence. The
ftronger party overpowered the weaker by
thewr {fuperier vehemence, by the terror of
their menaces, by mere force, or by a plura-
lity, 1t may be, a very {mall plurality, of
voices. They approved all the {ubtleties, re-
finements, and 1nventions of one party ; adopt.-
ed whatever hard words and technical terms
they thought fittelt jor dilcriminating them
from thofc of the other party; and by a decrec
of ufurped, but formidable authority, they
determined all thele to be articles of faith, and
their chofen terms of art to be the teft of thc
truth., All who refufed {fubmififion to their
impofitions, they condemned as adherents to
the contrary party, and fhegmatized as here-
tics; and they reviled, anathematized, excom-
municated, and, whenever they could get the
civil power to cnter into their refentments,
perfecuted, bantfhed, or put them to death.
Other councils were aflembled, and often gave
oppofite decifions, cftabhfhed the contrary
tencts, and fenced them by contrary terms of
art ; but full decided 1 the fame {pirit of
party contcention, and violence. Nonc of their
accrees ever enaed a fingle controverfy,  On
the contrary, they perpcetuated the contro-
verfies then fubfiling, increafed the bitternels

of
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of contention, and diffufed i1t wider. They
never failed likewife to produce new contro-
verfies. The perfons who oppofed them, con-
trived new terms, diftinétions, and cavils, in
contradiction to the fubtleties 1mplied in their
decrees: they differed about thefe, and f{plit
into lefler parties.  Thofe who adhered to
the decrces, difagreed about their meaning,
broke out into fierce contention, charged each
other with error or with blafphemy, and dif-
dained communion with one another. By
the rage of controverfy, and the f{puit of
faStion in all, the Chriftian church was di-
vided, and fubdivided, and again and again
fubdivided into fe€ts innumerable, hating and
execrating one another; but diftinguifhed
only by verbal differences, or by notions of
none of which the Scripture affirms any
thing, or of which the human faculties can
form no clear conception, and of which any
conception or thought at all 1s both unnecet-
fary and unprofitable.

DirrereENT {yftems of philofophy were fuc-
ceflively 1 vogue. With each of thefe in
its turn, the doctrine of the gofpel was un-
naturally incorporated. By this mcans it af-
fumecd a varicty of forms, but all of them
very unlike to its original fimplicity. When
the philofophy of Anftotlc "obtained unri-

7 valled
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valled pofieflion of the {chools (a philofophyv
from the beginning fubtile, difputatious, and
contentious, and rendered more {o by the
perverfion of the {cholaftics), the Chriftian doc-
trine, by being adapted to it, ranged according
to 1ts forced mode of diftribution, conceived
according to 1ts rules of definition and diftinc-
tion exprefled in its hard words, and reafoned
about 1n the artificial manner of its analytics,
was totally diftorted from its genuine form.
A falfe 1ngenuity was laborioully employed
in devifing queflions concerning every article
of Chriitian dodtrine, in puflhing them to
the utmoft length of fubtlety, and wrangling
about them with all the nicety of affeCted
preciiion.  Queltions {prung from queftions
i an endlefs feries; all of them unncceffary,
moft of them of no importance, many of
them mere plays of words, many of
them ridiculous, many of them interminable,
and even unintelligible, nay fome of them
impious and blafphemous. They were almoft
all dogmatically determined: the determina-
tions of many of them were erefted into
articles of faith; and the technical words
employed In the determinations, were the
only allowed criterion of men’s holding thefe
articles.

L
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By {uch oppofitions and contentions of [cience,
falfely  fo called, continued and 1ncreafing
through many ages of ntellectual darknefs,
the dodtrine of the papal church became a
huge body of tenets, unfcripturally conceived
and exprelled, and many of them, not only
deftitute of all foundation in the gofpel, but
direftly repugnant to 1t. The Reformers,
raifed up 1n a blefled hour for that very pur-
pofe, unveiled this mafs of corruption, expofed
the perverfions of the goipel which compofed
it, and the fables which 1t had fuperadded to
the gofpel. They pronounced the Scripture to
be the only rule of faith, and difclaimed all
human definitions of 1ts {imple principles.
Happy had 1t been if they had perfifted fted-
dily in this. But thew adverfaries demanded,
what it was precifely that they believed ; they
declared an appeal to Scripture infuflicient for
fixing this, becaufe the authority of its words
was pled by all fides; they cried out that the
doctrine of Proteftants was altogether indefi-
nite and uncertain; they mifreprefented it
arofsly ; they called upon them to pnblifh 1t in
dcterminate language. Overcome by thefe im-
portunities, clamours, and accufations, and not
perfetly cured of the fubtilizing ipirit from.
which they {prung, Proteftants were led un-
warily, though at firft reluétantly, to accept
the challenge., 'The earlieft explications of

their
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their doftrine were tolerably fimple; the {cho-
laftic mode of arrangement, argument, and
expreflion, was in general rather avoided than
affeCted : but the {pmit of abftraction gradu-
ally acquired {trength and violence; the ex-
plications of doétrine given by fome difpleafed
others ; oppofite explications were propofed ;
queftions about them were agitated; they were
pufhed to greater and greater degiees of {ub-
tlety ; all the hardeft words of the {chools were
borrowed for exprefling the difierences of opi-
nion; and all the moft frivolous or unintelli-
oible diftinctions of the {chools were employed
in dcbating them.  Proteftants were crumbled
down into numberlefs fe€ts, diftinguifhed by
peculiarities of belief upon points unneceflary
or impoflible to be determined. Creeds were
oppofed to creeds; {yltems were multiplied
again{t {yftems; fome on all fides, not fo much
{yftems of Chriftian theology, as metaphyfical
{yftems of verbal, {fpeculative, abftrufe, unim-
portant controverfies, for which a handle was
taken from that theology. Each party was te-
nacious of its own mode of conceiving, and
even of exprefling the truth ; and by this means
they have all continued divided and at variance.

Sucw 1s the general portrait of the departure
of the Chriftians from zbe stmprLICITY 0f found

dolirine : every part of it might eafily be con-
firmed
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firmed by numberlefs facts in the hiftory of the
church. Not content with thus departing from
it, they have fubftituted the very deviation in
its place, and given 1t its name. Every party
appropriates the name of {found doltrine to
thofe peculiar explications, {pecnlations, and
definitions which charadterize itielf, and dif-
criminate 1t, and fet it at the greatelt dif-
tance from all other parties: but thefe the
Apoftle exprefsly, and in terms of abhorrence,
excludes from the i1dea of lound docltrine, and
urges Chriftians to avoid as repugnant to it.
What the feveral fects have extolled as the
foundeit doctrine 1s, therefore, 1n the Apofile’s
fenfe, moit unfound., According to his fenfe
of it, the only fenfc which merits the regard of
Chriftians, the bigot of every denomination,
the tenacious partizan of any leCt, neceflarily

deviates 1n fome degree, and generally deviates
the fartheft.

3. SoUND dofErine means praclical dotrine.
The Apoftle {tudioufly and conftantly conne&s
this idea with the former ; and they arein their
nature intimately connelted. All abfiract defi-
nitions of doctrine, all abftrufc queftions about
it, are 1n their very eflence wholly fpcculative ;
they are at beft fit only for informing the vn-
derftanding, too often only for perplexing it :
thewr natural effelts arc thorny difputes, con-

tentions,
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tentions, divilions, not the allive exertions of
Chriftian virtue and holinefs : Do men gather
grapes of thorns, or figs of thiftles*?2 The utmofk
they can claim 1s, that they may be harmlefsly
amufing : they never can be profitable, If it
were poflible to determine them with the
greateft clearnefs and certainty, yet they could
not influence pra&ice. Abfiract ideas are too
frigid to warm the heart; too weak to draw
out good affeGtions; too dim to be kept in
view in the moment of action. They are al-
ways in danger of becoming hurtful : the dif-
cuffion of them excites paflions deftructive of
mutual love; attachment to them divertsmen’s
attention from applying faith to practice; it
leads them to lay too little ftrefs on practice,
and too much upon opinion. Many queftions
have even iflued i1n decifions, on one fide at
leaft, fometimes on both fides, directly favour-
able to immorality., Some of the real doc-
trines of the holy gofpel have been fo grofsly
mifreprefented 1n fome pretended explications
of them, as to be twifted into unholy principles
of impurity and vice: and to the real doc-
trines of the gofpel, {purious doétrines have
been fuperadded in fome fyftems profefling to
be Chriftian, which by their neceflary confe-
quences make void all moral obligation ; and

® Mat, vii. 16.
5 this
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this fo plainly, that their partizans find it ne-
ceflary to difclaim confequences which they
cannot refute, and to throw in cautions, ca-
veats, and diftintions, forrendering them, not
conducive to, but barely confiftent with, good
practice, and which will always be forgotten
or difregarded 1 the hour of temptation,
Yet, by the moft aftonifhing and the profaneft
abufe of words, tenets and explications, 1n their
tendency immoral, are, by thofe who hold

them, pronounced the moft elfential to {found
doltrine, the moft evangelical, the moft ho-
nourable to the grace of the gofpel: But fo
far are they from being found; that they are
in the very worlt fenfe CONTRARY 20 found doc-
trine ; fo far from being wholefome, that how-
ever fairly they be gilded over, however fpeci-
oufly they be difguifed, they are poifon.

No opinion can be a Chriftian doltrine,
whole direft and primary tendency is not to
holinefs. God gave a Revelation of the truth
for this very purpofe, by it to purify and im-
prove the hearts, and to direCt and 1nfluence
the practice of men. Every part of it i1s 1m-
mediately and powerfully conducive to this
purpofc : all the precepts of the gofpel, and all
its principles conipire in promoting 1it. The
former prefcribe the purcft and the fublimeft
virtue : The latter are cven more directly fub-

Vor. Ii. M fervient
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fervient to it, they excite to that virtue. They
delineate thofe qualities, characters, and rela-
tions of perfons and objelts, which are fit for
producing right affections, and prompting to
right practice towards them: but of thofe
which, though they were known, could con-
tribute nothing to this effe¢t, the Scripture takes
no notice. For temper and action, it 1s not
an apprehenfion of an object {cientifically ac-
curate that i1s neceflary, but a conception
lively, ftriking, and intereiting ;: and fuch a
conception the Scripture 1s careful to give of
all the objelts belonging to religion. It fets
them only in thofe points of view in which
they can enforce piety and goodnefs ; 1t 1s 1n-
tent on fetting them 1n every attitude m which
they can moft ftrongly enforce thefe; and it
conftantly and earneftly applies them to this
end. |

TairDLY, We fhall now conclude with fome
reflexions naturally arifing from this fubjeét.

1. IT appears that the Chriftian church 1s
more clofely united, in one common faith, 1n
reality than in appearance. In human fyftems,
1t 1s neceflary to diftinguifh the principles of
doctrine which they imply from the particular
manner 1n which they explain them. In the
Iatter they differ widcly ; and 1t, being derived

from
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from fallible men, may very readily be impro-
per or erroneous. In the former they very
generally agree; and the former only 1s either
of indubitable certainty or of real importance.

z. LET each of us, for himfelf, fludy to ada
here to, and be fatisfied with the pure, fimple,
practical doltrine of Chrift; delpifing and
avoiding all unprofitable queftions and fpecu-
lative niceties, as abfolutely foreign to 1t.  Itis
by no means neceflary for us to be wile above
what 1s written: it 1s improper to attempt it.
It 1s not needful to have any more precife; ab-
ftrat, or f{cientifical conception of the doc-
trines of religion, of the myfteries of the Chrif=-
t1an faith, than the Scripture gives. If we find
that conception inadequate, we may be aflured
that it is not requifite, perhaps not polflible, to
render it, in our prefent ftate of weaknefs, more
adequate, Whatever words of human inven-
tion pretend to mark it with greater precifion
and force than the words of Scripture, there
is always reafon to fufpect, will either dif-
tort, or add fomething to, the original doc~

trine of Scripture.

3. LET us carefully attend tothe greatend of
all Chriftian doétrine, namely, holinefs of heart
and life, our purification from vice, and our
unprovement in virtuc. Let us conftantly repre-

M 2 fent
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fent it to ourfelves as exprefsly defigned and
calculated for this purpofe. Every opinion of
immoral tendency let us abhor as perfeltly in-
compatible with 1t, and deftructive of its very
end. Let us learn all the duties of life ; let us
urge on ourfelves all the truths of the gofpel as
motives to them ; let us confider them in thofe
points of view, which can render them the
ftrongeft motives. Let us not reft in believing
the doctrines of religion; let us ftudy them
with the fole defign of becoming better ; let
us be concerned to comply with them, and to
act agreeably to them ; /lef our converfation be as

becomerh the gofpel of Chrift *.

Gop grant that we may fland perfec? and
complete in all the will of God+t : and this

15 the will of God, even our fanttification T,

* Phil. 1. 27, t Col. 1v. 12, I 1 Thell. iv. 28



