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S ERMON 1V,

THE i IRST PROMISE OF THE REDEEMER.

GEN. iii 1s.

And I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between 1hy feed and ber feed :
it fhall bruife thy head, and thou fhalt bruife

Dis heel,

H E prophecy contained n thefe words,

s the firlt opening of Chniftianity, the
firft intimation of the Meffiah, the firft pro-
mife of redemption to fallen mankind, It 1s
on this account remarkable. It is remarkable
alfo 1 refpet of its occafion, and of the man-
ner in which 1t was pronounced,

Gop created our firft parents 1n perfet ine
nocence, and defigned them for immortality.
The fame goodnefs which determined him to
create them, and to give them fo noble a na-

ture, difpofed him likewife to make ample
E 4 provifion
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provifion for their fupport and their comfort.
He placed them in the garden of Eden, which
his own hand had adorned, and in which he
had planted every tree pleafant to the ficht and
good for faod *.  He gave them hberty to
tealt on all the variety of fruits which 1t cone
tained ; and, for trial of their obedience, for-
bad the fruit of only one tree n the midft of
the garden, but foriad them that, with this
exprefs threatening, In the day that thor eateft
thereof, thou fhalt furely diz+. Unthankful
for the abundance which God had allowed
them, regardlefs of his prombition, unawed by
his threatening, firft Eve folicited by the fer-
pent, and next Adam feduced by his wife, did
¢at the one forbidden kind of frutt.

THAT 1t was the devil, who tempted Eve,
15 acknowledged by all, It is the general opi-
nion, either that he entered into one of the
ferpents of the field, actuated its body, gave
it fpeech, and made it his inftrument 1n the
temptation ; or elfe that he aflumed the form
of one of them, and appeared in its likenefs,
Had erther of thefe been the cafe, Eve could
fcarcely have failed to be furprifed and terri-
fied : the ferpents of the field were familiar te
her: when fhe heard one of them fpeaking,

¥ Gen. 11, g, 1 Vers in
and
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and {peaking rationally, fhe would have im-
mediately run away, and knowing him to be
only one of the brutes, fhe would not have
eafily allowed hertelt to he by him perfuaded
out of her obedicnce to Gud.

SoME are therefore of opinon, that the de-
vil did not, on tlus occafion, either cmploy
any of the brute ferpents, or appecar 1n the
form of any of them. That he did, feems in-
deed to be 1mplicd m the words with which
the hiftory is introduced, Now the ferpent was

inere fubtle than any beaft of the field*. But
it fecems to be implied 1 them only as they

ftand in our tranflation: the original may with
equal propriety be rendered, Now there was
a ferpent more fubtle than any beafl, or than ail
the beafls of the field+: not ouc of the beafts

® Gen,itl. 1. $ Asthe words taken by themfelves bear thi,
tranflation, fo their conftrution with the fequcl, feems to require
it. If we follow the common verfion, by the ferpent who was thus
fubtle, we muft underftand the ferpentine kind in gencral, and then
the next verb \IDNY will have no nominative: And be faid unty
the werman, Yea bath God fail, Ye ffall not cat of every tree of the
garden? Who faid this to the woman ? Not furely the ferpentine
kind im general ; but it alone had been mentioned before. It muit
have been fome ane individual ferpent that faid fe; but no fuch
had been fo much as hinted at, Accordingly they who follow this
mterpretation are forced to allow an ellipfis of the nonunative,
making Mofes to fay. ¢¢ The ferpentine kind was more {ubtle thaa
any beaft of the field, and the devil, fpeaking out of (or affuming
the form of ) one individual of that kind, faid unto the womao,"” &c.
This is extremely harih apd violent,

I of
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of the field, but a being far more intelligent
than any of them, than of them all together,
a being of an higher order, the devil. Iu the
account of the creation winch Mofes had be-
fore piven, he had no occafion to mention the
devil : but being now to rclate a tranfaction in
which the devil was the firft mover, he very
properly introduces 1t with an intimation, that
there 1s fuch a being as the devil.  But why
does he call the devil a fcrpent, if he neither
affumed the form of one, nor ufed one as his
inftrument ! He might very properly call
him a ferpent, without any regard to his form,
on account of his fubtlety. It 1s common to
cxprefs a rational being by the name of fome
animal to whofe qualities his difpofition bears
a refemblance ; there are inftances of it in parts
of fcripture not the moft figurative * ; the fer-
pent has been confidered 1 all ages as an em-
blem of malice and of cunning; the {cripture
infinuates this very reafon for giving the name
to the devil ; he is that old, ferpent called the
devil and Satan, which DECEIVETH #he whole
aworld +. He might be called a ferpent, likes
wife, on account of his own angelic form.
All the names of intelletual things and {pi-
ritual beings are figurative, bemng taken from
thofe material and fenfible things which bear

® Mat. iii, 7. xii. 4. xxiii, 33 Luke iii, 7o xiii, 32, 2 Time
1v, 17. 4+ Rev. xii. 9,

al)
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an analogy to them.  Seraphs were fuppofed
to refemble the winged fiery ferpent 1n their
form, and had thewr name from them, on ac-
count of this refemblance: the fery ferpents
which the Lord fent among the pesple of liracl
in the wildernefs, are called ferpents feraphim *;
and the ferpent of brafs made by Mofes on that
occafton, 15 called fimply a feraph+. The
devil probably appeared to Eve in the form of
a feraph, fhe took him for an angel of light,
converfed with him as fuch, and thercfore
liftened to him without {urprize, without
fufpicion, and was eafily perfuaded by him,
It was this ferpent, mectaphorically fo called,
that tempted Eve: it 15 this onc 1individual
ferpent, the devil, not the whole ferpentine
kind, nor any particular fpecies of it, that 1s
{fpoken of through the whole of this hiftory.
This fuppofition agrees perfectly with the whole
tenour of the hiftory, and cliars 1t from many
difficultics in which the other {fuppofitions have
involved it,

Soon after our firft parents had finned, they
heard the voice of Jehovahi. They had
often heard 1t; and always hitherto 1t had
been pleafant to them. But now it was ter-
rible; they endeavoured to hide themielves,

* 25N B2'YNaN Num. Axi, 6, 1 C"",,\'.’ ver, §, 1 Gen. . 8,

Gad
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God found them out, and extorted a confef-
fion from them, that they had difobeyed their
maker. Firft Adam owned that he had eaten,
but accufed the woman of having given him
the fruit.  Next Iive confeffed that fhe had
eaten, but lud the blame upon the furpent :
the [erpent, that ferpent, probably pointing to
him, or cafting her eye upon him, beguled
me, and I aid eat *,  This {erpent, the temp-
ter, was prefent : cither detained by the power
of God; or of choice, exulting mn his {uc-
cefs, cager to overhear the doom of the de-
Juded pair, to enjoy his victory, and to triumph
over them.

Benorp now Ged appearing 1n the Sciie-
chinah ! the two apoftate parents of the hu-
man race, and the Seraph who had tempted
them to apoftacy, ftand before him. He fits
in judgment, and pafles a feparate {entence
upon each. He pafles {entence firlt upon the
Tempter +.  This was fit 11 order to check
his exultation : 1t made him feel that, in re-
ducig them to mifery, he had reduced him-
felf to greater mifery. If we confider the {en-
tence as pafled on the brute ferpents, 1t 1s
tnfling and liable to endlefs difficulties: but
if we confider 1t as refpeting only the devil,

* TEI'- 9"'"131 + VEI’- 14} !5:



S FRAL. 1\7. Q}‘F I" .{TC I‘:L’ff:’f?f.’t‘? To 7 7

it Las great propricty and dignity, and cvery
part of 1t 13 «xpretled with very ttriking beauty.,
He appeared now, as he had appeared while
tempting Eve, 1n the feraphic form; and all
the expretlions ufed m the judgment pro-
nounced againft Lim, have a deuble reference
to that feraphic form, and to the ferpentiuc
form which it refembles.  Ana the Lerd God
faid unto ibe ferpent; not unto the {erpents
of the field, but unto the ferpent who now
itood before him, the fame mdividual being
who 1s fpoken of through the whole hiftory :
to him {folely, the whole fentence 1s dire&ed,
without the moft diftant intimation that any
part of 1t regarded the ferpents of the ficld.
Becaufe thou baft done this Thou; not a brute
ferpent ; a brute ferpent necitner did, nor could
have done 1t; but the one feraphic {erpent the
devil; he 1t was who had beguiled Eve.
Therefore, fays God, Thou, the fame indivi-
dual ferpent, the devil, @t curfed above all
catile, and above every beaft of the field: thou
art devoted to a punifhment which, far {u-
perior as thine original nature was to theurs,
fhall render thee more vile, abject, and mufe-
rable, than the meaneft of the brutes, more an
objet of God’s difpleafure, and of the hatred
of all good beings, than any other creature 1s.
Upon thy belly fhalt thou go : this i1s not meant
againit the brute {erpents; 1t 1s not true of

all
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all of them, for flying ferpents, it is faid, con«
tinued to exift after this ; of the other ferpents
it would have been impertinent, for to them
going on their bellies was effential from the
- creation. It was direted only to the feducer ;
and, 1f it be explauted according to the uiage
of {cripture flile, 1t will appear in refpect of him
to have great truth and propriety. It wasdireted
to him in his feraphic form, which refembled
the ferpentinie 5 the manner of expreflion is cho-
fen with a view to that refemblance, and nti-
mates his punithment in allufion toit ; it inti-
mates that he was now as much degraded as
if his feraphic form were converted into that
of a groveling ferpent, as if from flying cn
high, he were reduced to creep upon his belly.
This figurative expreffion, at lealt one per-
feltly fimilar to 1t, 1s ufed elfewhere in fcrips
ture, and had become proverbial, to fignify
a reduction to the loweft afflition and humi-
liation ¢ 1t s very deep afflition which the
Pfalmift intends to defcribe, when he fays,
Our foul 1s bowed down to the duft, our belly
cleaveth unto the earth*; it 1s what in the pre-
ceding verfes he had called, affiition, opprefs
fion, being killed all day long, counted as fheep
for the flaughter, caft off by God +. Its imple
meaning 1n this curfe 15, Thou fhalt be de-

* P2l xliv, 2c. t Ver, 244 23, 24,

graded
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oraded from all thine original dignity and cee
lettial glory, thou fhalt lofc all the prerogaa
tives of thy nature, thou thalt be caft down to
thame, and infamy, and rcduced to an abjd
and vile conditton.  And duft foalt thou eat alf
the days of thy life ¢ the meaning 1s not, Thoy
fhalt fecd wholly upon duit, but, Thou fhalt
lick up duft together with thy food : fhll the
allution to ferpents, whom the devil’s {eraphic
form refembled, 15 beautifully kept up.  But
it 1s not a fentence pronounced againft brute
{crpents 3 1t was true Defore of them, that
they licked up duit along with their food ; and
this 15 not peculiar to themn, 1t 15 common to
them with all animals that feed from off tije
ground. Here too the terms are metaphorical
and proverbial 5 but they are not unufual in
fcripture 5 they convey an tdea {imilar tp what
15 exprefled 1n the preceding claufe, they con-
tain an amphfication of that 1dea ; they fignify
a ftate of bondage, captivity, imprifonment,
and the lowelt depreflion. It 15 fuch a ftate
that Micah means, when he prophecies that

the naizons fhall lick the duft I:ke a Jerpent ¥ 5 ae

b

15 a ftate 1 which they thould be confounded +,
and move out of thewr bales like waring eut of the
earth®t. There 15 a fimilar expreflion in ona
of the Plalms, [ have caten ajhes live bread §j s

* Chapiilaz.  f Venis 1 Venis ¢ Al cviig,

which,
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which from the title of the Pfalm, from the
occafton to which it 1s referred, and from many
plain deferiptions of bondage and diftre{sthrough
the whole of 1t ¥, has undeniably the {ame fig-
nification. David prophecying of the Mei-
{iah, fays His encnes [hall lick the duff +; and

and latah foretells that, 1n the completion of

the Mefliah's kingdom, duf jhall be in the fer-
pent’'s meat §. Both probably had this original
curfe direCtly in their eye, and, to intimate
that they had purpofely retained the metapho-
rical terms of it, which imply this plain fen-
timent, That the devil was to be thenceforth
in a ftate of the moft abje&t depreffion, and
the moft wretched captivity, groaning under
prefent anguifh and overwhelmed with dreadful
expeCtations. In terms therefore metaphorical
indeed, but the precife import of which may

® The title 1s, A prayer of the affiiZed awhen ke is overawlelmed,
It is generally confidered as a lamentation on account of the mi-
feriesof the Jews during the Babylonian captivity. The ftate la-
mented under the figurative expreflion now quoted, is deicribed in
other terms anfwering precifely to our explication of its inport; J
am in trouble,---my days are confumed hke fmoak, and my bones are
burnt as an bearth; mine beart is fmitten and withered like grafs ;---
by reafon of the voice of my groaning, my bones cleave o my fhin ;---
mine exemics veproack me all the day, and they that are mad againfi
me, arc fworn agaft me;---thou hafl caff me down;---the flones
of Zion are thrown drwn, and it 15 laad 1n dufi : And 1n giving de.
hiverance, the Lord is reprefented as regarding the proyer of the
doflituse---hearing the groaning of the prifoner, and lofing thofe that
are apppiinied to die,

1+ Pfal. Ixxii. g, 1 Chap.lxv. 25,

be
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be afcertained by the feripture laneuage in
other paflages, thv [x.mptu 15 fentenced to a
ftate of miterable do gmdqtum and bondage 5 to
the very {tate which Peter detenbes i phmc

terms, in terms extremely unlilie to thefs ufed
in this {entence, but i'ur[*-l'iiin"l'~,' fz;*mtg:n‘zous
with them, Giod fpared not ibe angels ihat fined,
but caft them down to bell, and Jf/fw:wf them
o chains of darknefs, 19 be r cferved unto judg-
tent .

So far the fentence was abfolute: it ex-
prefled fimply the condition to which the
Temptpr was inftantly degraded. The  re-
nmwmn palt of 1t 15 exprefitve of the condition
of the dU.’Il m relation t» mankind,  In cex-
prefling 1t God introduced a promife comfort-

s 2 Peton. 4. This paflhre is 1w exalt commentary on the words
of Mofes, correfponding to them, daufz to cuuide, Motes doferibes
the Tempter oz a fupertor intedbieonoe, anid intinates that he ap-
pearcd in the fnrm of a Seraph s Poiar fpuaks ot ourddes Moles fays
that God pronounced the Vomptor cacte fabave el catiley ard alove
cxory heolt of the firld; Peier faysy Ged frrecdno the angels, thut e
he treated thou with fuverity, and nfacted 1 hewy ponihine at unon
thein.  DMofes fays, Upan thy b {fy it thoae gy thou it caft down
into the loweit hmibation and adicaon s Petrr s, He cefl thom
doven vota bl Mofes tays, Db 2elethou car cdl i degs o iy lve,
words which Dmply abjeet bondage and captivity : Peter explaing
thein i this very {enfe, He deliverd therr u.00 chasrs of darknys,
Peter ntumates that even th's wus not Do, Tyt i fate of pu-
nifhment, but that they are e 2ed etz ~ment: Mofes Inats not
at this in ihe Lt part of the fentene; hut he does aiimote it in

L

L] » - _ ¥
tae later R Eae whon hie ip;.iL: of ¢ras Y e S Ll T e

l* Lﬂ)l;



82 The fifi Promife  Serm. IV,

able to man: this was great kindnefs to our
firft parents; by this their fears were alleviated,
and a beam of ‘confolation was darted into therr
ouilty hearts, betore themfclves were {entenced
to forrow, labour, and mortality. It 1s con-
tained 1n the text; And I will put enmity be-
tween thee and the woman, and betwween thy feed

and ber feed: it fhall bruife ihy bead, and thou
Shalt bruife bis beel.

WHhEN this promifc was firft delivered, it
was, no doubt, only likc a /ight that fhineth in
a dark place™: 1t was juft {ufhicient to relieve
the thicknefs of the gloom, to ktinatwmkling
ray of hope, to give an mdfinite conception of
{ome comtfortable and happy event, a conception
analogous to the wdithinet view of bodies in a
ghimmering hight.  Our fizit parcnts would
naturally conclude froma this promufe, That
the devil’s malicious detigns againdt than, ware
to be in a great meafure defcated; but they
had not a full conception either of the extent
and confequences of his defigns, or ot the na-
ture and manner of the promifed deliverance
from them. The promife was, however, ad-
mirably adapted to the cucumitances of his
temptation, and to the apprehintions which
they could not fuil to entertan.  He hoped,

¢ 2 Pet. 1. 19,

perhaps,



perhaps, by deceiving the woman, to bring
on them immediate death, and cxtinguith the
whole {pecies at once, and they would readily
fear this: but God promifes that the woman
ihall have {ced. The devil had decaved her under
the {pecious pretence of fricndthiy, and expected
to have gained her wholly and bymly to ctpoue
ns caufe and mteretts: but war 1s proclaimed
between Lim and Lis {eed, and the woman and
her feed.  He had intended the utter ruin of
mankind, and rejoiced 1 the thought that he
had accomphihed 1t but 1t 15 declared that he
hid accomplithed his own dettruction, and that,
though he {hould have fome fuccefs in the com-
bat, 1ts iffuz thould be much more fatil to
himfelt than to hus adverlarv. The import of
this promife has been illuftrated Ly pofterior
prophefies, and ftill more by theevent, {o that it
15 made to fhine to us like rhe dov-far. With
regard both to the {ucceeding prophefics, and
the defcriptions of the event, fome are exprefled
in terms fimilar to thofe uied here, on purpofe
to thow that they belong to the {fame {ubjedt;
and others are exprefled 1 very diderent terms,
either 1 proper words or 1 diffunilar meta-
phors, that by comparing them all topether,
we may the better apprchend the precife mean-
g of all the terms, and underitand the whole
fubject more perfedly.  Examinad by this
Lioht, the text waill be found not only to con-

I 2 tain
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tain a promife of the Redeemer, which is com-
monly obicrved 1 1t, but alfo, which s not
fo commonly obferved, to reprefent in brief,
but with great exaltnefs, the whole religious
atd moral ttate ot this world ; trom the fall of
nan to the confummation of all things.

IN what remains of this dicourfe, 1 fhall
iluftrate the feveral particulars of this pro-
mifc ; and then make fome refleGtions on it.

First, It 1s here mtimated that the wo-
man fhould have feed : and it 15 mtimated
fuch a manner as to imply an accurate predic-
tion of the muraculous burth of the Redeemer.

Ouvr fuft parents probably appichended,
and the Tempter hoped, that God would con-
demn them to immediate death.  While they
were trembling under this apnrehention, they
hear God declare that the woman thall have
{feed ¢ this was comtortable to them: 1t 1m-
plied that therr hives were to be prolonged.
At the time, they would perhaps conceive thefe
words to mean onlv any defcendant from them.,
That Eve cxpected the perfon thus promifed,
in Cain her eldeft fon, 15 by fome thought to
be intimated by what fhe faid at his birth,
which they render, [ bave goiien a man, the

Lw'd *,
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Tord*. Tt was cven merciful 1in God to give
them only un obfcure and general 1ntimation
of the great Delivercr: had thev known that
he was not to appear tull after fo many ages,
it might have funk them 1 dejection,

BuT however obfcure their conception of
him may have been, this wtination 15 very
precife 3 itas an exact deferption of a wonder-
ful event, of the extraordiary and miraculous
conception of tie Saviour of nunkind. The
polterity 15 alwavs reckoned arer the man;
this exprettion, the feed ¢f the wsikan, 15 with-
out a parallel m fenpture 5 the moit learned
Jews hold 1t to be wholly unaccountable. But
their miads are, as the apottle affirms +, dlinded,
and there 15 a wail wpoi ther bearis,y 1 the read-
g of the old tcfiement; clle, fmgular as the
expreflion 13, 1t necded not appear mexplicable
to them : for they have 1 their own fenp-
tures, a prediction exprefled mndeed 1 ditferent
words, but which 1 fenfe perfectly coincides
with it, and explains it. Bebold, favs Haah 7,
a virgin fhall concerve, and bear a for. That
perfon who was born of a virgin 15 with the
{triQctt propricty called the feed of the wwsman
he 1s, wiat no other ever was or thall be, the

-

feed of the woeman only, not of the man.

* Gen,iv. 1. ¢+ 2 Cor. i, 14, 15} Chap. vl 14.

F 3 The
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The expreffion would 1ndeed be improper and

mexplicable, 1t there were not fuch an cvent
corrciponding to 1t aund if there be fuch an
event, this fingular expreflion was doubtlefs
chofen on purpofe to mark 1ts peculiarity.

IT 15 1n the gofpel that we find that won-
derful event. Jefus of Nazarcth was born of
the virgin Mary, having been concuaved of the
Holv Gholt. Matthew mentions this®. ke
orves a particular account of 1t+.  Paul takes
notice of 1t 1 terms which pomt cut Jefus as
the perfon defigned i this firlt propheey :
When the faliefs of the 1ime <as coie, God
Jent ferth bis fon made of a weman T, He had
no father but God : God himfdlf, by his own
immediate operation, @3 the plalinift had fore-
told, prepared a body for him|l.  This c.ent,
abtolutely fingular, without a parallel, was,
i terms which exally fwit it, foretold four
thoufand ycars before it happened, 1n the very
infancy of the world, to the firft human
pair.

SECONDLY, It is foretold in this predic-
tion, that there thould be a perpetual oppofi-
tion between this perfon and the devil,  Satan
was already the declared enemy of mankind ;

® (hap. 1. 18, 20, 4 Lhap.1, 26, 38, 1 Gal.ivr 4. P b x. -,

. !
ALY
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and onc born of a woman 13, by the appoint-
ment of God himiclt, to enter th: Lits with
him, and war agadc ham. T awdd/ put enmuy,
{ays God, betwween thee and tle svaman, and
between thy feed and her foed. Satan probabl y
hoped that the matter was abtolutely deter-
mined, and our tirit parents finally and irre-

trievably rumcd, by the overthrow which he

had alrcady given themi; and they feared that it

kWi

was 1o : 1t muit have yielded thom fome com-

fort, even to know that there was {hil room
for a contcdt.

Trnesr words are addrfled to the fame
forpent who had boen {poken of all along,
Bemng thus addreficd to one, thiy cannot re-
fer to all the brute furpents, Thcy rofor not
to any of them 5 there 15 no greaten antipathy
between mankind and thom, than between
mankind and all other frightful and dcftru@ive
animals : and 1t 15, not mankind, but Chntt
Jefus, thet 15 here principally intended, The
devil who had deccived Eve, the prince of the
apoftate {pirits, 1s the ferpent here meant, By
his feed, we muft underftand fuch progeny as
an anoel can have.  His feed denotes prima-
rily the cvil fpints who were partakers in s
apoftafy, or lis followers 1 & fection from
God. It includes alfo wicked men: they
are corrupt.d by his temptation, they are

I g formed
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formed by his influence, and they bcar his
image ; and on this account they are in ferip-
ture called the children of the devil, and asfuch
oppofed to good men, who are named the chil-
dren of God *,  Thele arc the partics on one
fide of this contedl.

TurE partics on the other fide are the wo-
man and ber feed. 1t 15 Jelus Chrft who 1s
meant by #he feed of tie woman 5 the manner
of expreilion pomts to him: he1s the princ-
pal in this oppofition to the devil. The wo-
man herfelf 15 allo mentioned : Eve could ne-
ver certainly think without deteftation of the
devil, who had {o mahcioufly decerved her.
But by the woman 1s not meant Eve alone;
Chnft was not the {feed of Iive exclufive of
Adam ; his virgin mother was equally de-
{cended from them both.  The woman 15 not
mentioned here, becaufe fhe was to bear any
peculiar enmity to Satan; her enmity is coms-
mon to all of her pofterity who refemble her
in detefting the devil and lus works + but the
1s mentioned, becaufe it was fhe that had been
deceived by Satan, and, perhaps chicfly, to
give occafion for predicing him who was pe-
culiarly the feed of the woman : accordingly in
the fellowing claufes, the mention of the wo-

* 1 John 111 g, 12,

inan
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man is entirely dropt, and onlv her feed
{poken of. Good men are indeed, under
Chrift, engeged in this conteft 5 but their
being engaged m 1t, 15 not diretly ntimated
by the expreffions here ufed; 1t 1s only re-
motely and by a metonymy implied, as they
may be confidered, according to the reprefen-
tations of fcripture m other places, as members

of Chrift, and fighting m luis firength.

IT 15 here forctold then, that there would
be a perpetual and 111Lmnulud"=h, oppofition
between the devil, cvil ipirits, and wicked
men on the one hand, and Chriit on the other
hand. From the momecnt of the tall, 1t Liss
been {o, n every fenfe m which the predics
tion can be underftood.

In the {tri&eft fenfe, it intimates a per/ona!
conteft between thefe partics; and 1n this
fenfe 1t was literally fulfilled. Dewils and
wicked men have from the beginning exerted
themfclves in propagating 1dolatry and vice,
and overwhelming the world with mifery,
That the Son of God was perfonally engaged,
even before his incarnation, 11 counterating
their deﬁgns, there arc many hints in ferips
turcy his gomgs forth bave beein from of old,
from the a’a_ys gf the age s and he conlinued to
give them until the time that fhe wio was a-

bearing
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bearing had borne*.  But after the had borne,
after the Son of God had become the feed of
the woman, there was a perfonal conteft in
the propereft {enfe. "The devil himfelf tempted
Chnft in the wildernets; and bv his inftru-
ments he laboured mnceflantly to defeat his
views, to rae prejudices agamnft his perfon,
his doftrine, his adtions, and his miracles.
Herod endeavoured to murder him in his 1n-
fancv. The Jews perfceuted im all his days,
and at faft cruciticd him. In fo doing, they
{howed that thev were, as our Saviour on this
vory account calls them, forpeats 4, a gerera-
tiom of vifers 1, of their father the devil || @ they
did his works, and they were inftigated by him.
By the {ame nftigation Judas betrayed Chrift to
death; Satan had eniered it him §, and moved
him to it.  On the other Land, Jefus Chnft
refifted the devil, and, during the whole of
his lifc i the fleth, oppofed his defigns and
terelts, cafting out unclean {pirits, healing
thofe difcafes which fin had brought nto the
world, combating the vices of wickzd men,
and, til his hour was come, eluding and de-
feating their malicious attempts againft him-
felf.  Since his exaltatton he is wvilinle, but
Lic 15 reprelented 1n ferspture as the head of the

® This 1s the true fenfe of Mic. v, 2, 1.
+ Mat, xxii. 13. 1 Mat. 1t 70 X1 340 Lukeliny. ¥ John
‘liiii +I"' .}ﬁ!-.i i-:* L‘_‘.kfi' KI{II. 3: JOhn Kiii. -4 171

church,
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church, conftantly cmploying his power for
promoting true religion, virtue, and happi-
nefs ¢ and the devil 1s reprefented as the ruler
of the kingdom of darknefs, and, along with
wicked men, 1mtent upon, and active i op- -
pofing him and promoting the contrary views.

Bur the words of the predicdlion need not
be reftiiéted to fuch a perional condu&.  The
devil 1s here {poken of as the I ad of the apo-
{taly, who had become a rebel againft God,
fce up a kingdom 1 direct oppotition to God's
kingdom, a kingdom of wickedneds, and la-
boured to {pread fin and mifery; and his off-
{pring are confidered as acting under him 1n
carrving on Ius plan: when thele perfons are
therefore 1n this way mentioned, the caufe 1n
which they arc engaged may, by avery common
figure, be underftood. Chnft 15 here prediéted
precifely as the Head of man’s recovery : from
the moment of the fall, he was, by divine
appointment, the governor of God’s kingdom
here below, the kingdom of righteouinefs and
felicity : and therefore, though he alone be
mentioned, both they who are the fubje&ts of
his kingdom, and the caufe which 1s its great
obje€t, may, by the {ame figure, be intended,
Ry this very figure, all good 1s afcribed to
God, and all evil to the devil 1 this 1mplies
the fame 1dea which we fuppofe in the text

and
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and this 15 the common language of {cripture,
Thefe two kingdoms, the kingdom of Satan,
and the kingdom of God of which Chrift
15 the 1mmediate governour, are contrary and
irreconcileable in every point, in their na-
tures, In their views, and n the principles
which their refpettive votaries a& upon. It
15 here predited, That neither of the two
fhould ablolutely prevail in the prefent world,
that there thould be a perpetual ftruegle be-
tween them. The prediction has been pre-
cifely accomphfhed. It 15 an exa& defcription
of the prefent mixed ftate of things, in which
good and evil, virtue and vice, happinefs and
mufery, though in different proportions, yet
ft1ll are blended togethier, and countera&t each
other.

IT has been accompliﬂied ih the chara&ter
and condition of every individual of the hu-
man race. Every human charaler is imper-
feft and mixed. Since the fall there has not
been a fingle mere man esther uniformly good
or untformly bad. The worft men are not
wholly deftitute of all good quahtics, and the
beft are not altogether free from vice, In fome
men, very great virtues have been united with
very great vices, In the wicked fin 1s predo-
minant, and goodnefs 1n the rightcous; and
fomz waver fo 1irrefolutely between the two,

5 cr
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or feem to poilefs them in fuch equal degrees,
that it 1s hard to fay to which clafs they be-
long. In every man, there 15 @ law m the
members, warring agamfl the law of the mind *;
i every man, the flefd lufleth againft the [pirit,
and the [pirit againft ihe flefhy and ihefe are con-
trary the one to the other +.  Conicience and
good aficctions oppofc corrupt appetites and
paflions, and arc oppofed by them; they in-
ftigate us by turns. The condition of every
man 15 mixed. Pleafure and pamn, joy and
{orrow, profpenity and adverfity are mingled 1n
his cup.  The fufferings of fome, and the en-
Joyments of others are great and many: but
none ever pafled his life either 1 pure happi-
nefs, or m unallayed mifery.

IT has been accomplithed likewife 1n the
general ftate of the world. In ail ages and
nations there has been a mixture ot good and
bad men, united 1n the {ame {ocietics, 1 the
fame familics, but purluing oppofite plans of
conduét; to both there has often been one
event, and a/l things have come alike to all 1.
In fome parts of the world, idolatry and cor-
ruption have prevailed; in others, true reli-
gron has been eftablithed, and has produced
confiderable ertets.  The vices and the preju-

* Rom, vii, 23, $+ Gal. v, 17, 1 Ecclef. 1x. =.

dices
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dices of men oppofe the prevalence of truth
and goodnefs; and thefe in their turn check
vice and error.  The wicked hate the nighte-
ous, lay fnares for their virtue, and ftudv to
affi& them 5 the nghteous 15 clean contrary 10
their deings, be was made io reprove their
thoughts *,  In cvery period of {ocicty, thefe
things have taken place; 1n the moft unculti-
vated nations, there have appeared virtucs,
rough but bold and adtive; the civilization of
mankind, while 1t refines their virtucs, too
often likewile multiplies thor vices, and in-
troduces new {pecies of corruption. In the
early ages, the piety of the patriarchs formed
a contraft to the depravitv of the generations
in which they lived, and maintained a ftruggle
with it.  The old world was corrupt before
(rod +: Noah alone was a preacicr of righieouj-
nefs T, and condemned the wworld {|. In Sodom,
guft Lot was veved awith the filthy converfation
of the wicked § 5 and be feemed to them as one
that mocked **. In the heathen world, a few
difapproved, and 1 fome 1aitances oppoted the
general corruption ; but they were batlled by
its power.  The Hrachtes cnjoyed a true re-
hoion: but idolatry overfpread the reit of the
world; and upon thumiclves, that true reh
gion lhad not unverfal or conftant infiuence.

* Wifdom. 1, 12, 140+ Genoniorr, 22 Petiun g | Heb,
Xi. 7. §2Patiiig. * Genm oxixy oy

{Jood
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Good men were raifed up to reprove their de-
fetions : but they were difregarded and perfca
cuted by thofe who would not be reclaimel.
Even the full creCtion of the kingdom of the
Redecemer, 1n the gofpel difpenfation, has not
annihilated this promifcuous ftate of things.
Hell and earth, devils and wicked men, both
Jews and heathens united their ctorts to pre-
vent the reception of the gofpel, and to perfe-
cute all who preached or presefled ity and
fince 1t was eltablithed, the cuuning of the
enemy, and the ignorance and 1l detigns of
men have confpired to {ully its beauty, to en-
crvate 1ts power, and to defeat 1ts {uccefs, by
adulterating and corrupting 1t, by traducing
and maltreating 1ts genuine adherents, and by
promoting nirdelity and wreligion,  But by
the favour of diviue Providenee, by the mvi-
fible, but efficacious exercife of that power
which i1s committed to Jetus Chntt, and by
the undaunted fortitude and the 1ndefatigable
labours of the apofties and other good men,
the gofpel met with an extenfive reception,
cave a check to falle religlon and evil
praltices, and has fince then been always m
fome degree retamned, has been at times re-
tformed from corruptions, has had fome good
influence on the general ftat: or the world,
and has rendered many truly virtuous and
holy.  Chnttianity 1s wholly calculated for
' OFPOE‘IIIg
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oppofing vice and promoting purity and good-
nets 3 and as long as there 15 wickednefs in
the world, 1t will prompt men to refift this
holy rcligion « every one that duth evil, hateth
the light, neither cometh to the light, left his
deeds fhould be reproved *.  Riohteoufnefs and
unrighteonfnefs, Chrift and Belialare as contrary
and 1rreconcileable as light and durinefs 4 5 and,
like thefe, they divide this world between

then.

Sucu is and always has been the actual
ftate of this lower world : that this would be
its ftate, was predicted in the very beginning
of the world. The {cripture always {uppoles
this to be the ftate of the world, and often
exprefles 1t in terms which correfpond to thofe
of this prediction, and point 1t out as the ful-
fillment of it. To the cye of fenfe, men are
the only altors in the {cene s but the {cripture
conftantly reprefents it as carried on likewife
by mvitible altors. The {cripture confiders
this world 1n the precife light of 1ts being
God’s world, and governcd by him; and both
the prediftions of the old teftament, and the
hiftory of the new, reprefent the government
of 1t as committed to the Lord Jefus Chrit,
and the virtues of good men as fupported by

* Jolm nii, 204 t 2 Cor, vi, 14, 15,
Illﬂh
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him. The feripture reprefents the devil as
oppofing the laws and the intercfts of the king-
dom of God and of Chuift, as feducing wicked
men and making them his willing inftruments
in promoting his defigns, as corrupting the
church by fowing tares *, as tempting and
atfitting good men. It thercfore calls him
the enemy +, the adverfary, and deferibes him
as a roaring lion, walking about, [eeking whom
he may devour @ and good men, while endea-
vouring to avoid vice and adhcre to truth and
goodnefs, 1t reprefents as refffing 1he devil |,
Sflanding againft bis awiles, and wreftling not only
againft flefb and blood, but againft principalities,
againft powers, agamft the rulers of the darknefs
of this world, agamfl [piritual wickednefs in
bigh places §.

Two other particulars are herc forctold,
That the 1flue of this conteft thall be fatal to
the devil and his caufe, and That he fhall not-
withftanding have fome fucccfles in the courfe
of it. Thefe particulars fhall be confidered
afterwards. In the mean time, brethren, fince
the prefent life of good men 15 {uch a warfare,
take unto you 1he whole armonr of God, that ye

* Matt, xiils 25, 39. T Ib. and ver. 28. Luke x. 19 1 1 Pet.
v.8. || Ver.g. Jam.iv.7.  § Eph.viiax, 12,

G may
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may be able to fand 1n 1he evil dav, and bavirg
done all, to fand *. Be firong in the Lord, and
in the power of Dis might +.

* Erh,vio11. + Veor 10,

SERMON
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THE FIRST PROMISE OF THE REDEEMER,

GEN. u. 15,

dnd I awill put enmity betwcen thee and the
woman, and between thy feed and her [eed :
it Jhall brusfe thy head, and thou fhalt bruife

his heel.

OR underftanding the meaning of this

prediction, and perceiving 1ts accomplifh-
ment, 1t 1s neceflary to know, to whom the
{fentence of which 1t 1s a part, was addrefled,
and againft whom 1t was pronounced. The pre-
ceding difcourfe was, therefore, introduced
by fhowmg, That 1t regards, not the brute
{erpents, neither the whole kind, nor any par-
ticular {pecies of them, but {olely the devil,
who had tempted Eve, and who 1s called the
ferpent on account of his malicious cunning,
and probably too on account of his own fera-
phic form. It 1s thought to have refembled

the ferpentine; and, 1f 1t did, it gave a natural
G2 occafion
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cccafion both for the name by which the devil
1s here mentioned, and for the metaphorical ex-
preflicns employed 1n the fentence pronounced

againft him.

THE firft part of that {entznce intimates the
condition to which the devil was nnmediately
condemned, and, in mctaphorical but exprefiive
terms, deferibes it as abjeét, vile, and miferable,
The fecond part of it declares what would
thenccforth be the condition of the devil in re-
lation to mankind; and it contains a prophetical
delineation, general, but very prceife, of the
religious and moral fate of this lower world,
from the fall of man to the confummation of
all things, It1s delivered in thefe words, And
I wil] put enmity between thee and the woman,

and between 1hy feed and ber feed: 11 fhall bruife
thy head, and thou flalt bruife his beel. The

particulars of this prediction are four; I pro-
pofed to explain them in their order.

FirsT, It 1s here intimated that our firft
parents, inftead of being fubjeéted to immediate
death, fhould have pofterity: the cxpreflion
the feed of the woman runs through all the
claufes of the text; and 1t 1s an expreflion
which naturally implies the miraculous con-
ception of the great Deliverer, which points
to, and had an exalt completion i Jefus

Chnft,
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Chrift, who beng born of the virgin Mary,
was the feed of the woman only, not of the

madll,

SrconpLY, It 1s here declared that there
would be a perpetual oppofition between the
promifed Dclivercr of mankind, and the devil,
who had feduced them into apoftaly @ I awilf
put enmity, lays God, betwween thee and the
woman, and between thy [eed and her fped,
Thefe words may fignify a perfonal conteft be-
tween that Deliverer on the one hand, and
evil {puits and wicked men on the other:
and {uch a conteft thore was, efpecally afrer
that Dcliverer had become 7he food of 1he oman,
in the days of Chiif’s fleth,  The words may
Likewife fignify a ftruggle between the two op-
pofite caules, the caufc of virtue and happinefs,
of which Chnft 1s by God’s appointment the
head, and the caufe of wickeduefs and mifery,
which 1s patronifed by the devil, and efpoufed
by vicious men, Confidered 1 this light, they
contain an accurate defcription of the mixt ftate
of things, which has actually taken place 1n
this lower world, ever fince the fall.  Virtues
and vices, good and bad qualities, are umted
in the charatter, and plealures and pains, en-
joyments and fufferings, are blended 1n the
condition of every individual of the human
{pecies. In every age, in every nation, 1n

G 3 every
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every fociety, good and bad men hve promif-
cuoufly together, fharing in the fame ble(lings,
involved in the fame calamities, but actuated
by oppofite principles, and engaged 1 contrary
courfes. I formerly explained thefe two parts

of the prediction,

THIRDLY, We are herc affured that the
iflue of this conteft thall be fatal to the devil and

his caufe.

TrH1s part of the prediction is exprefled i
terms which might agree to the brute fcrpents;
It, the feed of the woman, fhall bruife thy head.
But it refers not to them: to have foretold
that men thould now and then kill a ferpent
by cruthing its head, would have been trivial
and unworthy of the occafion. It hasa much
more important meamng. ‘The terms are only
borrowed from brute ferpents, to be metapho-
rically applied to the {ecraph who had beguiled
Eve. The metaphor 13 peripicuous and ftrong.
It 1s in the head of the ferpent that its poifon
lies; and the crufhing of its head immediately
and moft certainly kills it.  The figurative ex-
preflion here ufed has, therefore, -this plain
meaning ; That the defcendant of the woman,
now promifed, fhall obtain a complete victory
over the devil, deprive him of his power to
hurt, abolith his dominion and influence, and

finally punith and deitroy him,
1 HE
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He had fucceeded in deceiving the woman ;
{he now appeared weak and wretched 1n his eyes::
but this very woman, it 1s foretold, {hall be his
deftruction ; from her a perfon 1s to {pring, who
(hall reduce him to greater weakneis and deeper
wretchednefs. e had hoped to become abfo-
Jute lord of this lower world : but, as it was
declared in the preceding claufe, that his uvfurped
dominion over 1t would be always incomplete,
it 1s here foretold that this dominion fhall be
at laft totally overthrown. Our firft parents
could not but underftand his defigns againt
them, fo far as to perceive that he had feduced
them 1nto fin, and that Lhe had intended to
{ubje&t them to death, and to deprive them
of the happtnefs for which they were made.
When, therefore, his deftrucion, by means of
the woman’s feed, was predicted, they muft
have f{een that the predittion implied an af-
{urance, that his malicious contrivances againft
mankind would be defeated, their fin forgiven,
and themfelves delivered from death and re-
ftored to happinefs. It led them to expect a
redeemer 1n human nature, who would recover
them from that ftate into which, through the
temptation of the devil, they had fallen,

THis part of the prediction has not re-
ceived its full accomplithment: it regards

the final iffue of the conteft proclaimed in the
G 4 preceding
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preceding claufe, and which was to continue
through the whole of the prefent ftate: till
that conteft, therefore, be concluded, till the
prefent ftate of things come to an end, the ac-
complithment of this promife muft remain 1n-
complete. But 1t has been already fulfilled in
fome part; 1t 1s fulfilled 1 every advantage
which Chrnft obtains over the devil, and in
every advantage which the caufe of virtue gains
over the caufe of vice: {o far it 1s illuftrated by
the event. Atthe fame time, m other paflages
of {cripture, we have many defcriptions of the
ifflue of that conteft, and of the manner mn
which 1t fhall be brought about, which render
this firft intimation of it much clearer to us,
than 1t could be to our firft parents. Some of
thefe defcriptions are exprefled in {o plain an al-
lufion to the text, as to diret us to regard the
fubject of them as intended by 1t, and fulfill-
ing it; and others are exprefled in terms fit for
throwing light on thofe which are employed
here, and rendering their meaning eafily intel-

higible,

Gop promifes that in the perfonal con-
teft, which had been juft now foretold be-.
tween Chnft on the one fide, and devils
and wicked men on the other fide, Chnft
{hould have the advantage, and at laft ob-
tain a complete viCtory.—Already he hath

2 had
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had great advantage. In every affault which
the devil made upon him perfonally, in his
ftate of 1incarnation, Chnft was conqueror.
When the devil tempted him, he baffled all his
temptations. He caft multitudes of devils out
of thofe who were pofleflcd by them; and
gave his difciples alfo power to caft them out
i his name; thus depriving evil {pirits of their
dominion over mankind, and rendering them
fubfervient to the glory of his miracles. In
reference to this kind of miracles he fays, I
beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven =.
The terms 1n which he exprefies the powers
granted to his difciples, arc remarkably ana-
logous to thofe of the text, and point out thefe
miracles as fulfilments of 1t, Bebold I give unto
you power to tread on [erpents and feorpions, and
over all the power of the encmy; and nothing
fhall by any means burt you +. Thefe miracles
are reprefented alfo as a binding of Satan?,
When Chrift appeared, demoniacs feem to have
been very common ; if at that period they had
been more common than before, 1t would have
been taken notice of with {urprize : fince that
time 1t is certain that they have been much lefs
frequent ; this 1s an inftance m which Chnft

has given a fignal check to the power of Satan,
In fpight of all oppofition, Chnft fimfhed the

,_. Lllkt X. 13- 1‘ VCI'. Ig‘l I Mat. xi-ir 291 Ma.l‘k ﬁi- 27
work
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work given him to do on earth; he adhered
to truth and goodnefs to the end: and when
he died a martyr to them, he triumphed over
the devil and all his agents, by rifing again
from the dead, and afcendit:g into heaven. His
afcenfion, the {cripture aflures us, was the
celebration of his trivmph, his acceflion to the
kingdom here foretold. It aflures us that,
when he afcended up on bigh, be led captivity
captive * 5 that baving by bis crofs fpoiled prin-
cipalities and powers, he made a fhew of them
gpenly triumphing over them 1 +; and that he
s fet at God's right band in the beavenly places,
far above all principality, and power, and
might, and domimion, and every name that is
named, wot only i this world, but alfo 1n that
which 15 fo come [.—But 1t 1s at the end
of the world, that Chrft’s vi€ory will be
complete. The preceding verfe defcribed the
devil’s prefent flate ; this claufe foretells his
final punifhment, even that judgment to which
Peter and Jude inform wus that the fallen
angels are referved ||. 1t will be fuch as comes
up to the full import of bruifing the ferpent’s
head. At the end of the world, Chnft will
appear 1n the glorious charafter of the uni-
verfal judge, and will condemn the devils to
perdition. He will caft them, fays John, 7nto

* Eph. 1y, 8. + Col. 1, 14, 134, 1 Eph. 1. 20, 21,
I 2 Pctitg, Jude 6,
the
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the lake of fire and brimflone, where they fhall

be tormented day and night, for ever and ever ¥,
Then too the judge will condemn all wicked
men, who have fuffcred themicives to be cor-
rupted by the devil, and have co-operated with
him 1n his caute, to the fame pumthment with
him ; he will {fend them away o the everlafl-
mg fire which was prepared for 12c devil and bis
angels *, where they fhall be pumifbed <with
werfcy?fﬂg d%z‘mifo?z j}‘r)m ihe p;'gﬂwce rf the
Lord, and from ihe glory of bis pocver 3.

Gop here foretells ikewnfe, That the caufe
of Chrift, the caufc of truth and nighteoufness,
fhall all along gan fome advantages over the
oppofite caufe of Satan, the caufe of idolatry
and vice, and thall finally triumph over 1t.—
In conformity to this prediction, idolatry and
ignorance of God have never provatled o uni-
verfally, but that {fome faint rays of rchigious
knowledge Lave now and then thone forthin one
part of the world or another. Wuen they
were too weak to lead men oil from the prac-
tices of falfe religion, they notwithftanding
often expofcd its abturdity, and fubjected it to
juft contempt, Some of the Pagans con-
demned the werfhip with wiich they coms
plied ; others acted a better part than was con-

* Rav, xx. 1. $ Diat. xxv. ¢1. t 2 Thefl 1. g.

{iftent
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fiftent with the religion which they profefled.
The idolatry of the ancient world was the
worfhip of evil {pirits and wicked men ; ke
things which the Gentiles facrificed, they facri-
fced to devils, and not to God * : the rehigion of
Chrift banifhed this 1dolatry ; wherever 1t was
embraced, it turned men t0 God from idols, 1o
ferve the living and true God +. 'This was,
to lay wafte the kingdom of the devil, and
withdraw his fubje&s from thetr allegiance to
him : the fcripture reprefents 1t i this very
light ; 1t reprefents thofe gentiles who were
converted by the gofpel, as turned from ithe
power of Satan unto God §. It 1s probably the
eftablithment of Chriftianity on the ruins of
Pagan 1dolatry, which John forefaw in pro-
phetic vifion, and which he defcribes in meta-
phors like to thefe employed in the text ; There
was war in beaven; Michael and his angels
fought againft the dragon; and the dragon
fought and bis angels, and prevailed not; neither
awas their place found any more in heaven, And
the great dragon was caft out, that old ferpent,
called the Devil and Satan, which decerveth the
whole world ; he was caft out inio the earth,
and his angels were caft ous with bim. And I
heard a loud worce faying in beaven, Now is
eome [alvation and flrength, and the kingdom

* 3 Cor. x. 20, 4+ 1 Thefl. 1.9, I A&t xxvi, a8,

of
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of our God, and the power of his Chrift: for

the accufer of our brethren is caft down, which
accufed them before God day and night: and
they cvercame bim by the blood of the Lamb,
and by the word of their teflimony *+ Even in
the Chrifttan church, 1ndeed, Satan has intro-
duced 1dolatry : agreeably to the prediction of
the apoftle Paul, the man of fin has been re-
vealed, the fon of perdition, whofe coming is after
the working of Satan, with all power, and figns,
and lying wonders, and with all decervablenefs
of unrighteoufnefs +. But the fame apoftle fore-
tells, that this qwicked one, the Lord frall con-
fume awrih the [pirit of his mouth, and fhall
defiroy awvith the brightnefs of bis coming I, As
yet the predi¢tion 1s not accomplithed fully
but the accomplithment is far advanced ; a re-
formation from Popery has fpread over many
nations ; where the form of Popery is ftill re-
taned, a great part of its power is loft. In
due time the apoftle’s oracle fhall be completely
vertfied by the total abolition of idolatry from
the Chriftian church: the period forefeen by
John fhall come, when it fhall be procluim-
ed, Babylon the great is fallen, is falleun; and
She fhall be utterly burnt with fire, for frong is
the Lord God who judgeth hber ||.

* Rev. xil. 7---11. + 2 Theff, 1. 3, 9. 10, 1 Ver. 3.
i Rev. xviii, 2, §.

CHRIST’s
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Curist’s viltory over the devil, implies
alo the prevalence of virtue over vice. This
cannot gencrally take place i the prefent ftatc;
it had been already foretold that the prefent
ftate would be always mixt. Yet in many
particular nftances virtue has prevailed,  In
all ages there have been many good men;
and 1n every good man, virtue 1s predominant.
Intcgrity has often triumphed over all the cun-
ning and all the contrivances of wickednefs. It
13 the very defign of the coming and the religion
of Chrift, to promote virtue and difcourage
vice; ye know that he was manifeficd to take away
cur fins+. Sin 1s the work of the devil; he it
was who introduced fin into the world; and
Jor this purpofe the Son of God was manifefled,
that he might defiroy the works of the devil ¥,
By his religion, multitudes have been re-
covered out of the [nare of the devil, who were
igken captrve by bim at bis will ¥, There {cem
to be intimations in the fcripture, that the re-
igion of Chnft fhall, 1 fome future periods,
exert its power more perfeftly and more uni-
verfally, and produce far more con{picuous
effects, In the courfe of Chrift’s reign, an
angel 1s reprefented by the prophetical evane
gelift, as coming dowwn from beaven, having the
key of the bottomlefs pit, and a great chain in

1 1 Jobn i, g. 1 Ver. 8, ® 2 Tim, 1i 26,

his
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Bis hand, and laving bold of 1the dragen, that
old ferpent, awhich is the devil and Satan, and
binding bim a thoufand vears, and cafting hin
into the bottomlefs pit, and fhutting bim up, and
_/E'm;fzg a feal upon pinty it b thauld deceive
1he nations mo mare, il the thoufund vears fhould
be fulfilled +. "This doubtless implies fome great
reftraint which fhall at fome tune hercafter,
even within the compafsof the prefent world, b
Jad upon the power and machinations of
the devil.——But we are certain that, at the end
of this world, all God's eleé? fEall be gathered 10-
cether T, the living changed ||, and the dead
raifed, perfe& and immortal.  Then fhall they
be delivered from all the confequences of the
fall, from fmn, and gult, and the grave, and
Jhall reign in life by Fejus Chrit *. Then fball be
brought to pafs the faying toat is wwritten, death
15 fwallowed up in ictory 4. Then death and
hell thall be caft inio the lake of fire 11, to be
there confumed. Then there thall be mew
beavens and a new earth, wherem dwelleih
righteoufnefs |||, There foall be no mure death,
neither forrow, nor crying, neiiber fhall there be
any more pain . dud there jbull be 1o more
curfe, but the fervants of God and of the Lamb
Jhall reign for ever and ever ¥, By this ex-

1 Rev. xx, 1,2, 3. 1 Mat, xxiv. 51, Mark xiit. 27, || 1 Cor,
Xv. g1, g2. 7 ¥ Rom. vy tpaCoroxve 1. 11 Rev, xx. 14,
i, 2 U'cto i 190 § Rev, xxt, 4. ** Chap. xxii. 3. 5.

tirpation
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tirpation of fin, and death, and mifery, the
devil’s contrivances againft mankind fhall be
finally defeated. We are affured that the early
prediction fhall be thus fulfilled, for 1t 1s
wnitten, That Chri muft reign till he bath put

all enemies under his feet *.

FourtHLY, It 1s foretold in the text,
that, though the feed of the woman fhould
finally deftroy the ferpent and his feed, yet
they would have fome lefler fuccefles againit
him and his caufe, in the courfe of the com-

bat.

THIs 1s foretold 1n terms which might be
applicable to the brute ferpent; thou fhalt
bruife or bite his heel.  Jacob fays with a
fimilar allufion, Dan fhall be a ferpent by the
way, an adder in the path, that biteth the
borfes heels . ‘This is a manner of attack
natural to the ferpent, its make {carcely per-
mits its rifing higher ; and 1t will very rea-
dily bite the heel of him who 1s crufhing its
head with his foot. 'The {fentiment 1s obvious
enough, though the terms be figurative. ‘The
heel 1s not a vital part; a wound 1n 1t, how-
ever painful it may be, 15 not neceffarily
mortal ; fome {maller hurt is therefore inti-

* 3 Cor.xv. 28 1 Gen. xlix, i

mated
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mated. It is mtimated that, in deftroying
the power of the devil, the fced of the woman
fhould receive a wound, but not a fatal
wound, not one inconfiftent with a full viGory

at laft.

TH1s part of the prophecy has had its ac-
complithment, with refpe® beth to Chrift
him{elf, and to his caule,

CuarrisT himfelf was far from efcaping all
hurt 1in the combat : but the hurt which he
received, was fuch as may be juftly repre-
fented by the bruiling of his heel ; it anfwered
not the malicious intention of the devil ; it
proved not fatal ; on the contrary it was the
great mcans of detcating the contrivances of
the devil. The fufferings of Chrift’s incar-
nate ftate were manifold and grievous ; and he
ated a painful and 1gnominious death. It wag
by the things which be fuffered, that he was
made perfei?, and became the author of cternal
[alvation unto all them that obey him*. Even
when they nailed him to the crofs, they
wounded only his mortal part: the divine and
{piritual part remained unhurt, and he rofe
from the dead to eternal Iife, and glorv, and
dominion. In his death, his enemies thought

* Heb. v. &, 9.

H that
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that they had vanquithed him ; but it was by
his death that he completed his viftory over
them. It was through death, that he defiroyed
him that had the tower of death, that 15, the
devil*.  His death was the {acrifice for our
fins, and obtained the remiflion of them: 1t
was the ranfom of our forfcited hves, it re-
verfed the forfeiture by purchafing our refur-
re@ion from the dead ; 1t was the price of our
falvation, and bought for us, not immortality
on carth, but an immortality of happinefs in
heaven., It was becaufe he became obedient
unto death, even the death of ihe crofs, that
God hath bhighly exalted bim, and grvem luim+
~all that authority and power by which he will,
at laft, totally abolifh the dominion of Satan,
and condemn him, and all his angels, and all
his adherents, to everlafting deftruétion.

TuaT Chrift fhould {uffer in obtaining our
deliverance from the malice of the devil) 1s
exprefsly affirmed in the text, and muft have
been underftood, by our firft parents, to be
implied in it. ‘That his fufterings contributed
to our deliverance, that they were an atone-
ment for the fins of the world, 1s not necefla-
rily implied in this predi¢tion, nor could our
firft parents learn merely from the expreffions

* Heb, 1. 14, + Phil.u, 1, 8,

here
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here employed : but even they were perhaps
taught to perceive that this alfa was implied
in the prediction. It is probable that animal
{acrifices were infhituted at this very time ¥ :
and if thev were, the infhitution of them would
throw light on what is here faid, illuftrate
the nature of the Redeemer’s {ufferings here fore-
told, unfold the manner of the redemption of the
world, and thow that 1t thould be accomplifhed
by the {ced of the woman fuftering and dying ta
make atoncment for us. While God, 1n
words, promifed a fuffcring Redeemer, he at
the {fame time nftituted facrifice as a type of

* That animal facrifices were originally of divine inftitution, has
been often aflcated, and feems to be proved by many conciutive ar-
guments,  Soon after the full, 1t 1s certain they were 1n ufe; Abel
offered an ammal {acrince, and was accepted for it: therctore they

had been inftituted before that period. But 1n all the interval,
there was no feafon fo proper for the inftitution, as nnmediately after

the fall, when God appeared to Adam and Eve, and pafled fen-
tence on them. Sacrifice was inftitated as the means of obtaining
the pardon cf fin; and the frft fin had, at that feafon, been juft
committed. The iives of our firft parents were forfeited by it 5 this
was the fit time to {ubftitute a facrince in their place. The Re-
deemer was now promifed ; what time morc proper for the mftitu-
tion of arite which is confefledly typical of him ? That this was the
very time, thee is a circumftance in the hittory, which fcems to in-
dicate : juft after pafling fentence on the firft pair, God cloatked them
wuith fhins: it is probable that no animals had died of themiclves
before the fall; man got not permiffion to kill them for food till
aiter the flocd; what then are the fkins with which they were
cloathed, fo likely to have been, as the fkins of the animals which,
at the inftitution of facrifice, Ged hud appointed them to kill for the

frft offering ? _
H 2 i,
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him, to explain the promife, to keep alive the
expeQation of him, to promote reliance on
him through zall the ages which divine wif-
dom had decreed fhould pafs before Chrift was
aCtually oftered up, to be, 1n every repetition
of it, a ftanding prophecy of the future re-
demption, that to this, men, m all fucceed-
ing generations, might have recourfe by faith,
for the remiffion of thetr fins. Agreeable to
this, ts the account which the apoftle gives of
Abel’s facrifice, the firft that 1s recorded in
fcripture 3 he offered it by faith™®, by faith in
this promife of a Redeemer, with expeltation
of, and dcpendence upon him whom his fa-
crifice thadowed forth,

Aca1xsT the caufe of Chrift likewife, the
devil often has, and through the whole courfe
of the prefent ftate fhall continue to have, con-
fiderable fuccefs ; yet only fuch fuccefs as may
be reprefented by the bruifing of the heel. In
the idolatry of the heathen world, the devil
reigned for many ages; 1n it, he and his an-
gels were worfhipped and ferved as gods ; till
the coming of Chnft, he feemed to carry all
before him.  Many and grofs corruptions have
been introduced into the Chriftian rehgion,
have fpread wide, and continued long uncor-

* Heb. x1. 4.

reCted ;
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reCed: the fon of perdition hath oppofed and
exalted bhimfelf abovc all that 15 called God or
that 1s worflipped; [o that he, as God, fitteth
in the temple of God, fhewing himfelf that he 15
God*, and he tfhall continue to {it for {ome
time longer. In all ages of the world miquity
hath abounded ; the wicked have at times been
very many, and the rightcous very few; 1
the pureft focietics and the pureft periods,
multitudes of bad men have been intermixed
with the good ; the vicious are often profper-
ous, and the virtuous deprefled.  The beft of
men are imperfect ; in particular inftances, fin
triumphs over all their grace; the moft cauti-
ous {fome times give place 1o the devil %, and
he gets an advantage of them I, Wicked
{pirits and wicked men often fill the nghteous
with forrows, and expofe them to fufferings ;
the devsl cafls them into prifon and into tribula-
lation||. Satan’s firft contrivance againft
mankind, was fo far fuccefstul, that m Adam
all die§. But all thefe fuccefles of Satan in
the prevalence of vice and mifery, are fhight
and temporary ; they fhall notouly be reverted
at the laft, they are always oppofed, and of-
ten checked in the prefent ftate.  Pagan ido-
latry was often expofed, and often reproved,

* 2 Thefliu, 3, 4. 4 Eph. v, 27, t 2Cor. il 11,
i Rev. i1. 10, § 1Cor, xv, 22,

H 3 and



t18 The fii Promife  Sexm. V.

and has already. been banithed from many na-
tions by the light of the gofpel, and fhall be
bamfhed from many more,  Chriftianity,
even when 1t 1s corrupted, retaineth  force
enough to give fome check to evil works ;
when the corruption of it 13 moft general, {lll
fome efcape bang nfelted 5 and after an -
terval, 1t fhines forth again in purity and
power., The good oppofe the deviees of the
wicked, make them athamed of them, and
prevent {fome part of the mifchief winch they
would otherwife produce. Virtue 1s {ome-
tumes honoured and rewarded even 1in the pre-
fent Iife.  In all good men, grace, though
fometimes  baftled, prevails againft  corrupt
lufts, and gradually mertifics them more and
more ; they rcpent of thetr fins; obtain the
forgivenefs of them, and become more cir-
cum{pett and blamelefs in virtuous practice.
When Satan 13 permitted to affli¢t them, it is
only that ihey may be tried ¥ ; when he has
great wrath aganft them, 1t 1s becaufe he
knoweth that he hath but a foort time +; their
forrows are fucceeded by folid and permanent
joys, and contribute to them; the God of
peace thus brufes Satan under ther feet T,
They die not for ever ; Chrift will raife them
up at the laft day, to a new and glorious

Life.

* Rev.ii, 10, 1 Chap, xii. 13, 1 Rom., xvi. z0.
dUCH



SerM. V. of the Redeemer. 119

StcH 1s the firft promife of a Redeemer to
the fallen world, dehivered in the {fentence
which God pafled on the devil, by whofe
temptation 1t had fallen, It is, in the man-
ner of the caftern nations and of the earlv
ages, exprefled i figurative terms borrowed
from the ferpent, for which the tempter’s fe-
raphic form gave a natural occation.  But the
fipurative terms ufed 1 at, imply very clearly,
—an mtimation of the miraculous conception
of the Redeemer—a declaration that there
fhould be a ftated and permancnt oppofition
between him and the devil, and that in confe-
quence of this the prefent world thould be a
mixt and chequered ftate—an aflurance that
the Redecmer fhall at laft obtamn a complete
viltory over the dewil, defeat his contrivances
againft mankind, and make virtue and happi-
nefs to triumph for cvermore——and a predic-
tion that, n cffecting this, hc fhould under-
go {ufferings and deaths for us, and be expofed
to fome lefler hurts 1 refpect of his followers
and his caufe. 'What thefc particulars import,
and how they have been accomplithed, I
have cendeavoured to explain.

THE reflexions on this fubje&, with which
I propofed to conclude my difcourfe, fhall be
very fhort,

H 4 Y. THE
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i. THE whole of this {ubjedt thows the

gteatnefs of God’s grace and kindnefs to men.
Every part of the curfe pronounced on the
tempter, {poke comfort to our firft parents.
God gave them this comfort, that they might
hot defpond.  He prevented their fear of in-
{tant death ; he aftured them, not only that
they thould live to have pofterity, but that
among them there thould be one great perfon,
the Redeemer of lius race, and that, through
him; mankind thould at laft triumph, and
their feducer be utterly deftroyed.  God {uf-
fered not himiclf to be an object of mere ter-
ror to finful man for a fingle day: 1n the
very hour of the provocation he allowed not
nankind to confider themilves as rjected by
hime  He gave them hope, that tdey might
have a ftrong motive to return to him by re-
pentance, and to ftudy to regain his favour.
To us, Chnftians, he has given ftronger
hope, by a fuller revelation of our redemption
already accomplithed : in this hope let us re-
joice, and let our alacrity in endeavouring to
pleafe God, be in proportion to the brightnefs
of our hope.

2. WHAT has been faid, may confirm our
fath 1n Chrift, and his gofpel. The pro-
phecy which we have confidered, is an inti-
mation of the moft marvellous events: and

they
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they have come to pafs, They are the re-
verle of what the devil, with all his know-
ledge, looked for; and of what, with all his
cunning, he intended by his machinations :
yet they were exaltly foretold m the very be-
ginning of the world.  Who could have fore-
feen them at that time, but God? They are
his appointment.  Jefus Chrift is the deliverer
here predicted ; to him every character of the
deliverer belongs : he was born of a virgin; he
15 1n dire&t and irreconcileable oppofition to the
devil and his caufe ; he hath already greatly
broken the power of Satan, and hath revealed
to us 1 what manner he will totally deftroy
it 3 and he hath {uffered and died in accom-
plithing this great defign. On him we may
fafely depend, as the promifed feed, the re-
ftorer of the loft world, the conqueror over
Satan, {in, and death.

3. WHAT has been faid, tends to give us
a juft conception of the ftate of things in this
prefent world. It 15 obvioufly a mixt and im-
perfect ftate, and it has many appearances of
irregularity and confufion. In it no character
is wholly confiftent or of a picce.  In it vir-
tuous and vicious en are intermingled, and
connected together by many ties. In it nei-
ther 1s virtue uniformly rewarded, nor vice
umiformly punifhed ; 1n 1nnumerable inftances

2 gcod
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good and evil are promifcuoufly diftributed to
the rightcous and the wicked; and in mary
inftances the wicked flourtth and profper,
while the nighteous are unfuccefsful and af-
flilted. Thefc appearances of diforder have
been remarked 1 all ages; they have been
urged by fome as objettions againft the juftice
of divine Providence, and they have fometimes
perplexed the moft modeft and ferious enquirers
into the ways of God.  But this very ftate of
things, the text informs us, is the appoint-
ment of God himielf; in the very beginning
of the world, he declared that he had ap-
pointed 1t.  Being his appointment, it is un-
alterable 5 1n vain we fret and murmur at it ;
his {overeign will demands our {ubmiffion.
Bemng his appointment, 1t muft be wife, and
juft, and gracious; the text fhows it to be
eminently {uch. It was when the parents of
the human race had merited inftant death, by
which the fpecies muft have been totally extir-
pated that God appmnted this ftate of thmgs :
1t was a gracious mitigation of their doom ; it
fhould be received by us as a favour and indul-
gence. It was when our all feemed to be 1r-
retrievably loft, that God appomted this ftate:
it 15 a fubjet of gratitude and joy, rather than
of regret and murmuring ; abiolute deftruction
muft have been the portion of mankind, if
God had not mercifully allowed them a new

ftruggle
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ftruggle againft their feducer. The allowance
is greatly merciful 5 by it God gives every in-
dividual a new trial, and a trial with the un-
{peakable advantage of 1ts beine uwnder the con-
duét of the great Deliverer, for immortal hap-
pinefs and glory. The {eeming diforders of
the world are but the means of our trial ; if
we behave aright, they fhall contribute to our
triumph.  Great as they may be, they fhall
not be perpetual ; evil fhall be overthrown,
good fhall prevail 5 this 1s not our final ftate :
it thall be fucceeded by an everlafting ftate, 1n
which virtue and felicity thall raga pure and
unmixt.

4. BuT let us ever rcmember that this
happy ftate fhall be obtained only by thofe
who belong to the feed of the woman, and
that an oppofite ftate of everlatting deftruction
awaits the ferpent and all his fecd.  All men
belong cither to the one or to the other.  This
13 the great dithin¢tion of mankind. Lt us
examine carefully, to which clafs we belong.
Are we yet engaged in the apoftaly from God ?
The devil 1s the head of that apoflaly.  Are
we yet impenttent 1 fin ? Sin 15 the work of
the devil ; and they who do his work, are his
feed, and fhall be deftroyed with him.  Fly
from this mifery ; abandon {in without delay.
Take Chrift Jefus for your leader; embrace

him
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him as your Saviour; practice his religion,
"Then fhall you belong to the promifed feed ;
then fhall you be engaged in the caufe of God ;
and then fhall you be happy; you fhall fhare
with your Redeemer in his triumph ; you
fhall live with him, and reign with him for
ever.

SERMON
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