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1 SAMUEL, XX. 4.

BUT TRULY AS THE LORD LIVETH, AND
AS THY SOUL LIVETH, THERE IS BUT

A STEP BETWEEN ME AND DEATH.

"B 'HE friend{hip which fubfifted between Jonathan

i and David, as recorded in the fcriptures, was
lo warm and {incere as to have become proverbial.
This friendihip was founded on mutual efteem, and

was cemented by many acts of kindnefs and affe&ion.
The interefts of thefe perfons were dear to each

other, and no evil could befall the one without fenfi-
bly wounding and grievin o the other.

IN fuch a friendfhip there muft be an unreferved
confidence ; for where a man conceals any thing from
his friend, which it is neceflary and fit for him to

know, he wviolates his engagements, and trefpafles
agalnf’c the laws of friendfhip. David did not offend

in this manner, but opened his heart treely and fully
to Jonathan. Envy at his fame, and jealoufy of his

mcreafing influence, after his conqueit of Goliah, had
hlled
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filled Saul with the utmoft virulence againft David.
His paffions rofe to fuch a pitch as led him to at-
tempt, in various different ways, to difpatch this in-
nocent young man, whom he viewed as the rival of
his fame, and the future ufurper of his throne and

kingdom. So bitter was Saul’s rancour, and o plain-
ly had David perceived his attempts to murder him,
4s that he could not think i1t proper to continue any
longer in the court where he was liable conftantly to
feel the cfieéts of Saul’s enmnity. e fled from Naioth
in Ramah, and came to Jonathan, the friend of his
~foul. There appears to be a2 degree of warmth in his
firft apphication to Jonathan ; a warmth which arofe
from the coniciouinefs of his innocence, and an 1mpa-
tience of unmerited periecution. ¢ What have I
done,”” {ays hes ¢ what 1s mine 1niquity ¢ and what 18
my {in before thy father, that he {ceketh my life ¢
fonathan could not fuppofe his parent to be guilty of
{fo much cruelty and ingratitude as to {eek the death
of a man, who had preferved his crown when it was
jult falling from his head, and {aved the kingdom of
Irael from imminent deftruction ; he could not fup-
poic him to be {o unjuii as to attempt injuring an in-
nocent and uprignt man, as he knew David to be ;
and his duty, as well as inclination, led him, {o far as
was poilible, to think well of his father, and juitify his
condauct. He, therefore, attempts to calm the mind
t his friend, not only by thefe confiderations, but by
afluring
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aflfuring him, that his father never took a fingle ftep,
of any kind whatever, without communicating it to

him. David had felt too much to be foothed in this

way, or periuaded to difbelieve that of which he was
fo fully convinced. He obviates Jonathan’s objection
by remarking, that Saul knew well the friendfhip
which fubfiited between them, and was loth ta com-
municate to his {fon a refolution which he knew muft
ogrieve him. IHe adds immediately, as an evidence of
his full conviction and abfolute certainty of the truth
of what he had {aid, the words of the text, < As the
Lord liveth, and as thy foul liveth, there is but a {tep
betwecen me and death > A method was then con-
certed between the two friends, by which the fact
might be aicertained, and Jonathan be convinced of
the real intentions of his father. Too foon this good
young man found the {fufpicions of David to be juft,
and that his father was really the cruel and unjuit
tyrant which he had been reprefented. Fatal indeed
are the eflects of ambition and cnvy on the human
heart | They deltroy its amiable {enfibilities ; they
diminith, and in the end extcrminate, our fenfe of
juitice, of gratitude, and even natural affe®ion, and
often hurry men into crimes which aftonith the

world, and bring indelible difgrace upon the human
character !

Davip could not have more fitrongly exprefied the
tull conviction which he felt, that he was in imminent

danger
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&anger of death, than by the decclaration, the folemn
declaration, of the text. It is confirmed by two
paths ; and though we praife him not for ufing fuch
language, yet it exprefled ftrongly the perturbation
of his own mind, and ferved to imprefs the mind of
Jonathan with a fenfe of his extreme hazard. ¢ As
the Lord liveth,” {o f{urely as there 1s a God n
heaven : ¢ As thy {oul liveth,” {o truly as you have
an exiftence, I am in the moft imminent danger of
death. A day, an hour, or a moment may fubject
me to the effects of thy father’s cruelty, and carry

me out of the world. There is but a fingle {tep be-
tween me and death.”

IT was upon a particular occafion that thefe words
were {poken, and the man who uttered them was ex-
poled to be murdered by ftratagem, by the proftituted
forms of juftice, or by immediate and diret violence.
He was 1 the hands of a prince whofe abfolute power
enabled him, at any time, to execute his bloody pur-
poles, and therefore he felt his danger to be extreme.

But the declaration cannot be confined only to fuch a
man, and to fuch circumitances. On the contrary,

with the utmoft truth and propriety may the words
of David be applied to us all. < As the Lord liveth,

my Brethren, and as your fouls live, there is but a
{tep between you and death !”’

THERE is no need of entering into a formal proof
of this point. Every man knows it. He fees it.

And



[ o9 ]
And with refpet to every man but himfelf, he feels

it. We can look around upon our fellow men and
{fee their infirmities. We can perceive them to be
haftening with rapid fteps to the grave, and may ex-
pect every hour to lind them {eized by the king of
terrors. ¢ All men think all men mortal but them-

)

felves”” We find no difhculty in confidering the
various circumitances which may attend the deaths
of others. 'We can realize how they will appear
when their bodies are fhrouded for the grave. We
can anticipate our own feelings, and the feelings of
their friends, when the pafiing bell {hall announce

their approach to the ¢ houie appointed for all
We can fee them lowered into the dark,

b

living.’
cold grave, and can hear the earth {founding on their
coffins. We can think how we 1ihall feel when we
come away, and leave them ¢ covered with the clods
of the wvalley ;> how their houfes will appear, and
what {ituation their friends will be in, when ¢ the
places that now know them,{hall know them no more.”
We can paint all thefe things {trongly upon our im-
aginations as to others; but our hearts thrink when
we come to apply them to ourfelves. A {lecret
ihuddering feizes the mind, and we turn away from

a proipect which terrifies us. What —to bid an
eternal farewell to the world; to have no more to

do with its concerns; to leave the perfons, the
places, with which we have, from the beginning of

B our
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our exiftence, been converfant ; to lay ahlide the

body, which has been our clofe companion, and the
principal objet of our cares, for many years, to go

down into the grave; to be fhut up in darknefs and
gloom, and to have “no fhare in any thing that is
done under the fun!” 'To realize thefe things, 15 2
very great attainment, and very few there are who
arrive at 1t, who vpoilels firmnefs and coolnels
enough to keep their eyes fteadily fixed upon objects
lo terrifying, and upon f{cenes fo awful. If, by
alarming providences of God, we are for a moment
awakened, we {foon return to our {lumbers, and
dream on, without being difturbed or awakened.
Bur, we muit every one of us be convinced that
there 1s but a ftep between us and death. If we
liften only to the voice of reafon, of dilcretion, of
common fenfe, we thall hear a voice loudly proclaim. '
ing, that “in the midft of life we are in death.”
What 1s the voice of the frequent infirmities, the
pains, the languor, the indifpofition which we daily
feel 7 Is 1t not that we < dwell in houfes of clay,”
that we have the feeds of death germinating within
us ; and that the finalleft defeét in one of the veflels

of the body, may {top forever the operations of the
machine, and reduce it to an inanimated trunk ¢
When the partners of our lives, the parents who
gave us being, the companions of our cheerful hours,
the neighbours with whom we were dauly conver-

fant
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Tant ; when thefe are fuddenly, and, as it were, in
» moment fnatched from us, what is the language
of divine providenceé? What infiru@ion, what leffon
is addrefled to the heart? Is it not the important
leflon taught by the Prince of life and glory, ¢ Be ye
alfo ready; for at an hour that ye think not, the
Son of Man {hall come”? When we fee our friends
one hour converfing with eafle and cheerfulnefs, in
the enjoyment of full health and vivacity, and the
next itretched upon the bed of death, what {hould
we learn from the fight, but a leffon bf our own
mortality £ For, we ar¢ made of the {fame perithing
materials ; we are liable to the fame accidents, and
know as certainly that we muft die, as we know

that they are dead. PBrethren, we are hurrying rap-
idly .down the hill of life. Every ftep brings us
nearer to the clole of our journey. Our next {tep
may be the laft. < In a moment, in the twinkling

of an eye,” we may fall into the dark, the fathomlefs
abyfs, which has fwallowed up the myriads of man-
kind who have exifted fince the creation, and which
terminates, unavoidably, the career of human life.

One {tep. more may end our journey. We may fall,
never to rile again, and the gulf of eternity may
fwallow us up forever! What plainer proof can I
give to this congregation, of the truth of thefe obfer-
vations, than the fudden and {urpriling death which
has occafioned the prefent difcourfe ! This is a louder

leflon
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leflon of mortality than ‘any which I can read tao.
you. This is a preacher who muift be heard, whofe
ireracity cannot be doubted, and who addrefles him-
{elf deeply to the heart and the feelings ! It is death,
{udden, alarming, melancholy death, who now ad-
drefles you. His voice i1s deep and {olemn, but loud
and commanding. He calls you to awake from the
flumbers of infenfibility, and to ¢¢ confider your lat-
ter end” ! Let him not addrels you in vain. Let
not his voice be filenced by the follies or flatteries
of life, left he fhould come and lay his icy hand

upon vou, and carry you the way whence you fhall
not return.

But what benelit will refult from thele confidera-
tions ? Is it merely to make us feel grave and melan-
choly for a time, and take away our relith for the
amufements and plealures of hie —No—the moft
{alutary eflccts will refult from {uch a realizing fenfe
of our mortality ; effects which will not deprive us
of the pleafures of life, but which will give us a true
and proper enjoyment of them ; efieéts, which will
increafe the real dignity of our characters, and pre-
pare us for exquifite and endlefs happinefs.

A ruLL conviétion that we are liable, every mo-
ment, to death, will lead us, in the firft place, to fix
a proper value upon the world.

IT will prevent us from being fondly attached to
it, and will make us feel as ¢ pilgrims and {ftrangers

here
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here upon earth.”” If, when we rifc in the morning,
we know not that we fhall live till night : If, when
we leave our houles, we know not that we fhall ever
return to them : If, when engaged in parties of law-
ful and cheertul amufement one hour, wec know not
but that in the next we fhall be gone away forever :
If we bring home thele things to our hearts, we can-
not furely be immoderately attached to the world
and its enjoyments. We fhall not place our happi-

nefs in our friends, pleafant or agreeable as they may
be to us, becauie we know that we and they are

equally expofed to the aflaults of the grand enemy.
We {hall not place our happinefs in honor, becaufe all
honor is humbled by the duit ; nor fhall we fix our
hearts upon riches, becaufe they cannot ¢¢ redeem the
{oul in the day of death ;> and when we are gone,
we ¢ know not who {fhall gather them.” Alas !
what are the pleafures of life, exquifite as they may be,
to a man who feels himfelf dying, and who ¢ knows
not what a day may bring forth ©’ They are as
nothing ; and the glory of the world, its value, 1its
importance, its excellency, all vanifh away on the ap-
proach of death, ¢ like the bafelefs fabric of a vilion,
and leave not a wreck behind.”

THis {enfe of death will lead us to think {oberly of
the world, to be thankful for its good things, and to
improve them as the traveller gratefully improves the
accommodations of an inn ; to embrace every oppor-

tunity



[ 14 ]

tunity of being ufeful to the world, as ¢ knowing
that our labor will not be in vain in the Lord.” It
will learn us to be moderate and temperate in proi-
perity ; to be patient and humble in adverfity, never
to murmur at the divine difpofals, but ¢ in whatever

ftate we are, therewith to be content.”” ¢ But thas,
[ {fay, Brethren, the time is fhort ; it remaineth that
both they that have wives, be as though they had
none ; and they that weep, as though they wept not ;
and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not ;
and they that buy, as though they poiletled not ; and
they that ufe this world as not abufing 1t, for the
fathion of this world pafieth away.”

A sEnsE of our liablenefs to iniftant death, will
lead us, fecondly, to conduct properly towards our
friends and connexions in every {tation and relation
of life.

How careful fhould we be of grieving or of-
tending them; of doing that which would wound
or injure their feelings, if we viewed them as on the
borders of thc grave, and knew that they would
not be fpared to us ancther day. How ealy would
it be in this cafe, to bear with their little failings ; and
how careful would it render us to do every thing which
we knew to be neceflary to their comfort and bhappi-
nefs ! Could we grieve, oflend, or injurc a friend,
whom we viewed as on the verge of etcrnity, and
of whom we knew that a few hours would deprive
us toreverr: Ir
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1r we felt owrfelves 1n this fituation, how careful
{hould we be of injuring, either in perfon, in good
name, or eitate, any one with whom we were con-
nefted ! How itrict and puncétual and conicientious
in all our dealings ! How careful not to do the leaft
wrong ! How {olicatous that we fhould be, and ap-
pear to be, upright ; and not only {fo, but kind and
benevolent ! How charitable would it make us in

our opinions of others! How thoroughly would pai-

{ion and envy and pride be eradicated trom our

boloms, and how ready thould we be to pardon and
pals by the failings or offences of our neighbors! If
it was in our power to do good to their fouls or
bodics, how cheerfully {hould we embrace the oppor-
tunity, and exert ourfelves for their benefit! The
excufes which we now make for our idlenefs, and
the {pecious arts by which we attempt to juitify or
difouife our finful and wrong actions, would then
iofe all their force, and we fthould ¢ follow that which
is altogether juft,” kind and good! Nothing will {0
effectually cure us of turbulent or unruly paflions,
of difhoneft or improper practices, as leeing and
feeling that ¢ there is but a {tep between us and
death.”” If hufbands and wives, parents and chil-

dren, mafters and {ervants, rulers and fubjedts, felt
this really to be the cafe, it would make them itrictly
careful of their condu& to each other.

GRrEAT care to redeem our time, would be another
coniequence
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confequence of our realizing that we are liable to

inftant death.

My BRETHREN, if we knew that we were to die to
night, how fthould we improve this holy day © How
fhould we attend upon the duties of public worfhip ?
How {hould we fpend our time, when we return from
the houfe of God® Do you think that we fhould
walk out for our amufement, that we fhould pay a
vifit to our friends, or feek vifits from them '—Much
do I doubt whether this would be the cafe. It 1s
more natural to fuppoie, that we fhould pafs our
time in {erious devotion ; and if we {fought any coms-
pany, it would be the iociety of thole who could
guide and affilt us 1n the way to Heaven. On other
days, if we felt as David exprefies himicif in the text,
we {hould not wafte our time in 1idlenefs or unnecei-
fary amufement ; we fhould not delay our attention
to any bufinefs which was properly before wus, nor

fhould we negle& to ¢ {et our houfes in order.” It

is a plain duty for every man who poflefles property,
and who wifhes to difpofe of 1t at his death {o as to

prevent contention, injuftice, and difhculty, to do
this immediately. Not for a fingle day fhould it be
delayed, becaufe hereby the opportunity for doing it
may be forever loft. Men who feel themfelves to be
dying, do not procraitinate their bufinefs. They do
not waite their time ; but-a {enfe of its value, as well
as of the account which they muit give of it, makes

them careful to redeem it. A SENSE
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A ssnsE of our being liable to inftant death would,
fourthly, make us careful of our thoughts, words

and actions.
Dvine men do not generally indulge themf{elves in

finful or improper thoughts or words. Death is a
ferious hour, and wiil bring a folemnity over the
{pirit. It will make us careful of what we fay and
do, and will induce us to condult properly and {uita-
bly, {fo as that we may not be afraid to account to
God. Did we bring death near to us ; vain, idle,
impure imaginations would be banifhed from our
minds, and we fhould ¢ keep our hearts with all dil-
igence.””  Our converfation would ¢ tend to the uie
of editying.” Every thing improper would be avoided,
and ¢ our fpeech would be with grace, feafoned with
{alt.” Tinally, how careful would the profpett of
death make vs of doing any thing finful or wrong !
Temptation would lofe its torces "The world would
be deprived of its charms, and we {hould feel the ne-
ceflity of ¢ walking crcumipelily,” of ¢ avoiding the
moit diltant appearance of evil, and abounding 1n
every good word and work.” If we knew, if we
realized, that ¢ there was but a {tep between us and
decath,”” we fhould not dare to cffend God, nor
wound our own fouls.
FirreLy. The profpeét of immediate death would

make us prayerful.
PrAYER 1s our firft refuge in diftrefs of any kind,

and 1t 1s the firlt employment to which a dying man
C will
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| T

will betake himfelf.  Oh, how earneftly defirous arc
perions {enfible of approaching death to have the
throne of grace addrefled in their behalf! what ¢ {trong
cryings and tears’ do they pour out, and how fer-
vently do they cry to God to have mercy upon them !
This 1s not the effe¢t of weaknefs or enthufiafm. It
is a principle felt in every country, and under every
iylitem of religion ; it is a principle deeply engraven
on the human heart ; and it is a principle calculated
to produce every good difpoﬁtion in us, to make us
feel that we depend upon God, that we are account-
able to him, and that we muit be holy if we wifh to
enjoy his favor. |

Ir we rofe in the morning apprehenfive that we
ihould dic before night, is it probable that we fhould
neglect {ecret prayer ! Should we not cry mightily to
God for his pardon and eternal life 7 Would the
bulinefs and concerns of life appear fo important, as
to hinder us from performing the devotions of the
family ¢ Would the cares of the world, its amufe-
ments or pleafures, {o engrofs our minds, as to pre-
vent us from thinking upon {fubjects of religion,
or attending upon the oflices of i1t r—Let our own
coniciences reply ; and at the fame time let them tell
us, that as we ¢ know not what a day may bring
forth,” it becomes us always to live in this manner.

BuT, finally, if we felt as David appears to have

done, by the expreffion ufed in the text, we fhould
Nnot
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6t be-eafy, unlefs we knew that we were truly re.
ligious, and were {avingly interefted in the divine
tavor.

Men permit themfelves to remain in uncertainty;
as to the nature of religion, and their own concern
with it, becaufe they are not fenfible of its importance.
If they felt themielves on the verge of eternity, and
faw that they were jult ready to enter on a future
ftate, their firft and moft earneft inquiry would be,
‘“ what fhall we do to be {aved ?’—They would be

anxious above meafure to know in what true religion
confifts, and to examine the proofs and evidences by

which 1t 1s fupported. They would not < give {leep
to their eyes,” till they knew they were born of God,
that they were true believers in Jefus Chrift, and had
exerciled the ¢ repentance which is unto life.”> They
would be careful to have their temipers, their words
and actions conformable to the will of God, as ex-
prefled in the gofpel of his Son ; and they could not
be ealy, nor at relt, while they had reafon to doubt
whether they were real chriftians, and had truly felt
the power of divine grace. To a dying man, re-
ligion 1s the moit interefting of all {ubjeéts. And 1
do not hefitate to fay, that the religion of the gofpel,
which holds up a free pardon to the guilty finner,
through the merits and righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift,
13 alone calculated to give relief and confolation to a

dying man. This doctrine of frec grace will be balm

148
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to his heart, and can alone heal the wounded {pirit.
«« Oh that we were wife, that we underitood this,
that we did but confider our latter end ;” that we
did fo confider it, as to feel the importance and ne-
ceflity of our being truly and perfonally intereited in
the bleflings of the gofpel !

To thefe obfervations, {o plain and practical, noth-
ing need be added by way of application. It they

are properly confidered, they will lead us to make a
oood improvement of the {fudden and affecting death

which occafioned them. And we ought all to be {o-
licitous to make fuch an improvement. When we
{ee our fellow-men, thoie who were eminently ufeful

and peculiarly dear to their friends and connexions ;

when we fee them {uddenly fnatched away from us,
and we are called to commit them to the dark and

illent tomb ; we 1hall be inexcufable if we do not

think {eriouily on the great fubject of religion, and
are not animated to prepare for our own diflolution.
When, as in the initance of our departed friend, we
{ee a perfon called out of the world immediately upon
leaving the houfe of God;* furely we muft refleét
with ourfelves, how would it be with us, were we

now

* MRr. GorHAM was taken ill as he was returning from a lecture,
where he had heard a difcourfe from thofe words of Saint Paul,
2 Tim.1. 12. ¢ I know in whom I have believed, and am perfuaded
that he 1s able to keep that which I have committed to him againfi

that day.”” His illnefs deprived him very foon of his fpeech and
ienfes, which he never recovered,
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aow to be thus called away; were we to be de-
prived of our reafon at once, and never to recover it

t1ll all was over with us, and we were introduced ta
our future and final ftate! How diligent ihould we

be, under this impreflion, to ‘worfhip God in the
{pirit,”” and to improve diligently the religious ad-
vantages with which we are favored! If we were
now to hear a voice, faying, ¢ Behold, the Judge
{tandcth at the door,” how earneft fhould we be

for divine mercy, and how {olicitous to ¢ make our
calling and election {ure” !

IT would be ealy for me to dehlmeate the {trong
and lively traits which marked the character of the
amiable and worthy man whom we now lament, but
this duty is to be performed by a perion * who will
do him more juitice than 1t 1s in my power to do.
But you will not charge me with anticipating him
nor departing from my own line, when I fay, that,
of his tendernefs as a huiband, his aflectionate {olici-

tude as a parent, and his faithfulnels and duty as a
{on, a brother and a friend, the tears, the exquifite
orief of thofe to whom Mr. Gorram was thus re-

lated, bear the ftrongeit teitimony. Happy in the
bofom of an amiable family, and in the efteem, the

love, and confidence of his fricnds and immediate

CONNEX1oNS,

* PreviousrLy to the delivery of this difcourfe, Dr. THoMAS

WELsSH had been appointed, by the town of Charleftown, to delivey
a kKulogy on the charadter of Mr. Goruam.
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connexions, in ealy and affluent circumitances, he
had much to attach him to the world, and induce
him to wifh for the continuance of life. But God
has feen fit to order it otherwife. He who cannot
err has paffed the decrec, which no good man wiil
cenfure, and no mortal can reverfe. It 1s for us
filently to refign ourfelves to the will of heaven;
and though we are {enfible that ¢ the ways of God
are paft finding out,” yet to rejoice that a being
perfe@tly wife and good, the < Lord God omnipes
tent, reigneth.”

TaerE can be no plainer proof of the eminent
abilities and virtues of our deceafed friend, than the
clfteem and confidence which he enjoyed from a free
and enlightened country. There are few men who

have filled fo many and important offices as he has
fuftained, and who filled them to {uch general ac-

ceptance. This town early noticed his abilities, and
employed him in their {fervice. Then he attradted
the attention and confidence of this commonwealth,
and at laft was raifed to the highelt oflice in the
United States.* Of his wifdom or Integrity, it is
not neceflary for me to ipeak, becaufe thefe will be

important parts in the full defcription of his charac-
ter which we are led to expect.

THIs

* PRESIDENT of the Congrels of the United States, under the
Confederation.
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Tris town never, perhaps, loft a firmer friend thar
by this melancholy providence. You knew his
ftrong attachment to it, and his earneit {olicitude for
its civil and religious interefts. Perhaps, there is not
z man living who loved you better, or who did more
for you in the periods of your public diftrefs, than
did this ufeful and reipectable citizen. [ pray God
fo {fanctify this breach to you ! Thofe who ¢ feemed
to be pillars’’ in your community, tholc who bid fair
greatly to promote the belt intereits and happinefs of
this people, have been, onc aiter another, taken away
from you. Your tears are not yet dried up for one
of the firmeft of your friends and of the beft of men,*
when you are again called into mourning, and fufler a
new and an heavy breach. Surely you muft learn,
iy brethren, to ¢ ceale from man, whoie breath is
in his noftrils,” and to place your confidence in the
God of your fathers, who has been with you in {ix
troubles, and in {feven will not forfake you !

Tue bereaved family will accept of my deep {fym.-
pathy under their lofs, and my earneft v-ithes and
prayers that divine {upports and coniclations may be
afforded to them ! May the ¢ Father of the father-
lefs,”” the ¢ God of the widow,” the ¢ Staff of the
aged,” and the kind and good Bencfactor of us

all, blefs and comfort them ! May he give to them
| all.

iy

* Thue IHonourable TI;IOMAS Russerr, Efy. who died Apnl g,
796, Alt, «0.
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all, an intereft in the ¢ better part, which can never

b

be taken away from them,” a portion which {fhalj
never fail them, a life which {hall never end !

Tue voice of God calls loudly to you all, to “be
alfo ready,” to fee that ¢ your hearts are right with
God, and that you arc {avingly intereited in the blef-
fings of the gofpel. ¢ Now is the accepted time,”
but this now 1s {wittly pafling away, and ¢ like water
{pilt upon the ground,” i1t cannot be gathered up.

BrRETHREN, it becomes me allo to fay, ¢ As the i
Lord liveth, and as your {ouls live, there 1s but a {tep ‘
between me and death I”  The minifters of religion

are no more excufed from his arrefts than other men,

but are conftantly liable to give an account of their
ftewardthip ! The frequent vifits which they are call-
ed to pay to the bed of death, and the houfe of mourn-
ing ; the {fad offices which they are daily called to
vrender, in their lait moments, to the deareft of their
friends, and the kindeft of their benefaétors, muft
deeply afiect them with a {enfe of their own mortal-
ity, if they are not loit to the feclings of humanity
and the ditates of religion ! This will furnith a {uf-
ficient reafon for the plainnef{s with which I have ad-
drefled you on this occafion, and for the earneftnefs

with which I plead, that you would inftantly attend
to the great fubject of religion, and to the care of

your fouls ! Diftrefling will 1t be if you have to make
your peacc with God, and to prepare for eternity;

whilc
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while the agonies of diffolving nature are upon you !
Then you can receive very little afliftance from mor-
tals, frail, weak, and f{inful, like yourfelves! Give
me leave, therefore, to urge you, as you wvalue your
fouls, as you would not die in diftrefs, and be miiera-
ble throughout eternity, inftantly to renounce thoie
¢« iniquities which {eparate between God and your
fouls,”” and not to be ealy till you know that your
peace is made with God, and that you are actually
prepared for the happinefs of Heaven! If you are
thus prepared, you may welcome death, let him come
ever {o foon ; and if you thould {uddenly be taken

out of the world, you would be {fuddenly tranfported
to the paradife of God ! Where may we all finally
meet, for Chrift’s {ake.
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