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more powerfully recommended to the publick
elteem and approbation of this church, both by
the excellency of its compofure, and its uncommon fug-
cefs, and extenfive ulefulnefsamong perfonsof all ranks,
than this performance of the worthy Mr, Guthrie: But
tho’, upon this account, it hath been frequently re-
printed ; yet moft of the editions hitherto publifhed have
been very defeCtive, as to the goodnefs of the paper,
the beauty and neatnefs of the charadter, or the correé-
nefs and accuracy of the printing, which are circum-
ftances that bave no fmall influence on the pleafure, and
fometimes on the profit of reading any compofure.
Thefe inconveniencies, joined-with the high value
which was jultly entertained for this excellent treatife,
were the reafons which determined the publifher of
this edition to be at fome pains in furnithing the world
g with copies of it, that {hould have {fome tolerable mea-
fure of exa&nefs and beauty, For which purpofe the
greatelt care was taken to correét this edition by that
copy which the author himfelf publithed, anno 1659.
Belides which, the {criptures quoted by him are now
tranferibed at full length; whereas in that, and all o-
ther editions, the chapter and verfe are only referred
to; which was a mighty inconvenience to the reader,
a2 whe

T HERE is no treatde of this kind that hath been
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who muftbe put to agreatdeal of trouble, if he fearch-
ed out all the paffages in his Bible, and could not but
lofe the very defign of the quotations, if he did it not:
And confequently this prefent edition may, upon this
account, be read with more pleafure, and to better ad-
vantage than thofe which have preceeded it. An or-
derly divifion of the whole treatife into chapters, and a
ditinétion of the feveral periods by new lines conveni-
ently difpofed, which are another improvement of the
prefent impreflion, do alfo contribute an additional or-
nament and advantage to this edition.

In the latter editions of this treatife, efpecially fuch
as were printed in England, there is one confiderable
defe&; feveral words and phrafes uled by the author
have been changed, becaufe 1t was thought they would
not be eafily underltood by the generality of Enghih
veaders, and others of a more modern drefs placed in
their {tead: But befides that, this is too great a free-
com to be ufed by the editor of any author’s perfor~
mances, and detrats from their genuvine purity; the
verfons, who aflumed that liberty in the prefent cafe,
ihave had the misfortune not to underltand the fzortifims
themfelves: And therefore have impofed a en{e upon
fome paffages, very different from the defign and mean-
ing of the writer. Now that alfo is remedied in this e-
dition, where every thing is reltored to its original pu-
rIty.

ylrt is hoped it will not be unacceptable to the reader,
that we now give fome account of the author of {o valu-
able a treatife ; and make a few obfervations upon the
performance itfelt: Fortho’the reverend Mr Trau hath
already in fome meafure prevented us by his preface to
the London edition, anno 1705, yet a very worthy mt-
nifter of this church, and a nearrelation of Mr Guthrie’s,
having provided us with a great many additional mate-
rials for this purpofle; we are thereby enabled to afford
a more diftinét and particular information concerning
the excellent anthor, than Mr Trail could do.

Mr William Guthrie was eldeft fon to the laird of
Pitforthy in the fhire of Angus, a cadet of the old fami-
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lv of Guthrie; and by the mother’s fide defcended
from the ancient houfe of Eafter-Ogle, of which fhe

was adaughter: whereby be erjoyed 1uchadvantages of
bicth, asat leaft raifed him above the contempt of thofe
who give the highelt value to noblenefs of blood, and
dote moft fondly on the antiquity of families, Geod
bleffed his parents with a numerous offspring, fo that

he had three filters german, and four brothers, all of

which except one, dedicated themfelves to the fervica
of God in the gofpel of his fon:  Namely, Robert who
wzs licen{ed to preach, butnever ordzined to a parochi-
al charge, his tender confiitution and numerous infir-
mities rendring him unequal for {o laberious an office.
and bringing him foon to an end of his days.. Alexan-
der, who became minifter of the parifh of Strickathrow,
in the presbytery of Brechin in Angus, about the year
1645, where he continuied 2 pious and ufeful labourer
in the work of the gofpel, ull the mtrodvdtion ot Pre-
facy; which unhappy change of our confhitution affec-
ted him in the tendereft manner, and ts thought to have
fhortned his days, and contributed to his- death, wrzg
1661. And John the youngelt fon, minidter oi Tor-
bolton in the {fhire of Air, in which poft he remaincd
t;ll he was turned outat the reltoration, for non-contor-
mity, and had his {hare of the violence z2nd cruelty
which then reirned; ull in the year 1669 he was re-
moved to the better world of peace and Ju; And as
it was a very diltinguifhed honour to this family, that
of five fons, tour of them fhould have devoted themfelves
to the noblelt employment of human nature, the min:-
firy of reconciliation, and the promoting the eternal
happinefs of perifhing fouls; fo no doubt it was one of
the moft pleafing circumftances in the life of our autheor,
and could notbut mightily heighten the endearments of
a natural relation to his brothers, that they were at
tae fame time brethren in the minifiry, and united in
the peculiar fervice of their comn:on Lord.

He was born at Pitforthy in the year 1620, 2nd na
{coner got beyond the bloom of infancy, but he gase

proofs of hls capacity and genius, by very guickand
a 3 con-
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confiderable advances in the Latin and Greek tongues,
After whichhe was fent to the univerfity of St, Andrews,
where he {tudied philofophy under the memorable Mr
James Guthrie, who was afterwards minifter at Stirling;
and became fo famous by his uncommon zeal for the
religion and hberty of his country, and by his being
made one of the earlielt facrifices to the growing ty-
ranny ot King Charles I¥’s reign, The {cholar being
the malter’s relation, was entitled to his peculiar care,
Jodged. when at the college, in the fame chamber with
him, and had thereby the principles of learning infufed
into him with more accuracy and advantage than his
clafs-fellows, in conjunétion with a conftant regard to
God and religion, and early impreffions of piety; and
no doubt this happy fituation contributed not a httleto
the unufval progrefs he made in all the parts of univer-
fity ftudies.

Having taken the degree of mafter of arts, he appli-
ed himfelt for fome years to the ftudy of divinity, under
the dire@ion of Mr Samuel Rutherford, After which,
being entred upon trials, which he underwent with
great applaufe, he was licenfed to preach the gofpel in
Augult 1642. And according to Mr Trail’s account,
he oot only happily improved in theological learning,
under Mr Rutherford as profeffor of divinity, but the
mir:ftry of that geod man, fo jultly celebrated for his
affecting and lively preaching, and holy life, was, by
the Liefling of God, nade the infirument, if not of his
converfion, which his early piety gives us ground to
believe wus fooner effected, atleaft of great advancesin
a religious life, which was fo endeared to his foul, that
he refolved to devote himfelf to the immediate fervice
of God in the office of the holy miniltry: Andin cop-
fequence of that pious refolution, he gave an uncom-
mon inftance of mortification to the world, and with
how ardent a zeal he defigned to give himfelf wholly to
the work of the gofpel, 1 quitting his paternal eftate
to the only brother of the five who was not engaged in
the facred office, that thereby he himfelf might be per-
fecuy difentangled from the affairs of this lite, and en-

| ‘ tirely
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tirely employed in thofe of the eternal world. Soon af-
ter his being licenfed he feft St, Andrews, accompanied
with the high efteem and approbation of the profeffors
of that univerfity, which they gave proof of, by a re-
commendation conceived in terms fo full and ftrong,
that they bore the chara&ter of an inward regard and
value, more than the form of a cuftomary teftimonial.
After this, he became governor to my Jocrd Mauchlin,
eldelt fon to the earl of Loudon, chancellor of Scotland;
in which ftation he continued till he entred upon a pa-
rochial charge, of which this was the occafion.

He was employed to preach in Galltoun upor a pre-
paration-day, before the celebration of the Lord’s fup-
per, and where feveral members of the new eredted pa-
rifh of Finwick being prefent, they were {o much edifi-
ed by his fermon, and conceived {o jult a value {or him,
that they immediately refolved 1o make choice of him
for their minifter; and in conlequence hereof gave him
a very harmonious call, which Mr Guthrie having com-
plied with, he was ordained to the facred office in that
parifh, November4th, 1644. In thisplace he had pe~
culiar difficulties to firuggle with, and many circum-
{tances of his miniftry extremely difcouraging; and yet,
through the divine blefling, the gofpel preached by him
had furprifing fuccefs, and became, in an eminent man-
ner, the wifdom and power of God to the falvation of
loft {ouls.

As this was a new ere@ed parifh, and Mr Guthrie the
ficft paftor of it; the people had been very much ne-
glefted, and had not enjoyed the means of grace witl
that eafe and advantage which others were favoured
with: The melancholy effets whereof were evidently
difcernable in the rudenefs and grofs igrorance of ma-
ny of them; and confequently in a too general negleét

of God and religion.
But under all thefe difadvantages, that heavenly zeal

for the glory of his great Mafter which 2nimated the
labours of this excellent minifter, his fervent love to the
fouls of men dying in their {ins, and his holy wifdom

and diligence in reclaiming and inftruéting them, werc
a 4 {o
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fo hopoured by God, and accompanied with the power-
ful influences of his holy Spirit, that in a little time &
noble change was wrought upon a barbarous wulti-
tude: They werealmoltall perfuaded to attend the pu-
blic ordmances, to fet vp and maintain the flated wor-
{hip of God in their families; and fcarce was there a
houfe in the whole parifh, that did not bring forth
fome fruits of his mmiltry, and afford fome real con-
verts to a religious hife, And thus he was made the
iftrument of many notable triumphs of wvictoriaus
grace, which Jefus Chrift leads over the fouls of obfti-
nate trarfgreflors, when he turnsthem from their ways,
apd fubdues the people under him. And whbat can be
more worthy of 'ev,erlaﬂing remembrance, than fuch
glorions atchievements in the fpiritual warfare, and fuc- -
cefsiul battles with the implacable enemy of the happi-
nefs of mankind, and the kingdom of their Maker;
which will ons day fhine with an eterng] luftre, and be
celebrated with louder and more lafting acclamations of-
an endlefs world, than the fading honour of an earthly
diadem, or the bravel} actions and molt finifhed victory
of any of the heroes of war, who make now fuch noife
and buﬂle upon the flage? And how little needed the
wman we are now {peaking of, to envy the dazling pomp

and fhew of this earth, or to be defirous of its richelt
treafures? He pofleffed another portion, fince almolt e-
very family in his parifh however little and obfcure,
afforded a fhining ornament for that divine crown of -
glory and rejoicing, which {hall be beautified with the
luftre of an eternal excellency, and be, by the triumph-
ant King of the church, beftowed upon all thofe who
have turned many untorighteoufnefs.

Mr. Guthrie was poffeﬂ'cd of all thefe qualities Whrch
became a minifter of the gofpel, and being accompani-
ed by the powerful influences of divine grace, gave 2
happy profpe& of uncommon fuccels: for, befides his
excellent endowments which were dtfcoveled in the pul-
pit, he was eminently fitted to improve, for the edifi-
cation of his people, the minifterial duties of vifiting and
catechizing ; in performing whereof he joined an inde.
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fatigable diligence to a holy fkill, knew how to embt
every. opportunity of difcourfing upon the molt 1mp
tant and awful fubjeds, in a plain and famihar mann
and of recommending religion to the confciences of eve-
rg one in the way .which their {pecial circumftances cal-
led for. And it was his peculiar care to endear the
ways of God to the youth of his parith, and give them
early impreflions of an eternal world, belore the Devil
and their lufts had feized upon their hearts, and enfiav-
ed them: and the feed of grace that was thus fown du-
ring the fpring of life, was, through the divine blefling
preferved in many as they advanced m years, and
brought forth 'much truit. Nor did Mr. Guthiie ne-
gled, in vifiting poor.families, to join works of charity
to his inftru&tions. and imitate his great malter, in fhew-
ing compaflion both to the bodies and fouls of men. By
all which winning methods he engaged their efteem and
affeétions, which could not fail to add a mighty force
to his exhortation and reproofs.

He excelled alfo 1o that unufual mean of knowledge,
catechizing, and avoided thofe miftakesin the manage.-
ment of this exercife, which frequently leflen the ud-
vantage therepl: his guellions were moltly confined to
fuch truths of the doctrine according to godlinefs, u¢
were recommended by their greatimportance, and exten.
fiveinfluence uvponpractical rehigion: hereinconformipe
himfelf to the apoftolical injunction, by infilting ngg
thefe things which were good and profitable untomen, and
avoiding foolith and teifling queltions that were vain ang
ufelefs; and knowing that it was bis bufinefs toteed che
meapelt and weakeft of the chriltian flock with whole.
fom inftruction, he adapted theie exercifes to the joweft
capacities, begun with the molt eafy and obvious truiy
of religion, and fo prepared the way for thofe which
required a more enlighteed underftanding. He wag
careful not to expofe the 1gnorant, 1o as to beget a dij.
talte in them of the means of knowledge, nor to cop-
found the modeft and baihiul; but by his meeknefs agd
condefcenfion he encouraged andengaged them ; where-
by catechizing became a pleafure to them, and Le had

the
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the joy to fee ufeful and folid knowledge fpreading it-
felf among a people whom he found grofly ignorant.

Hisown experience mnthe ways of God, and the great
depthsof troublesand forrows, doubtsand fears, where-
by awakned confciences are exercifed, into which he
himfelf was often plunged, eminently qualified him for
afliting and comforting others in the like circumftances,
for irengthning the weak hands, and confirming the
feeble knees; and could not mifs to beget ir him that
affe@tionate concern for poor fouls, thofe bowels of ten-
derpefs and {ympathy, which can never be found with
any but fuch, who them{elves have had a feeling ac-
quaintance with the methods of the fpiritual life, and
the work of the holy {piritin their own hearts and lives,
And it were cafy to enlarge upon the uncommon dex-
terity which this excellent perfon had in improving
ficknefs, and the aproaches of the king of terrors, to
the advantage of thofe who were expofed to them: So
that though inftances of a death-bed repentance rarely
- happen, and 1t be indeed infinite madnefs to delay to the
Jaft hour that work which is of eterpal confequence; yet
there wanted not evidences of the divine blefling upon
" hi> endeavours to reclaim finners, and call them to
God even in the laft hour.

It would be juitly blameable if we neglected to menti-
on one other noble quality of Mr, Guthrie’s; the ftate
of his health made it necefiary for him to ufe frequent
and vigorous exercifes, and thistmade him choofe fithing
and fowling for hig common recreations: but as he was
always animated by a flaming zeal for the glory of his
Blefled Mafter, and a tender compaflion to the fouls of
men, and as it was the principal thing made him defire
Jife and bealth, that he might employ them in propagat-
ing the kingdom of God, and turning [ranfgreffors from
theis ways; fo the very hours of recreation were dedi-
cated to this purpofe which was {o endeared to him,
and he knew how to make his diverfions {fubfervient to
the ncbler cnds of his minifiry, he made them the
occafions of famiitarizing s people to bim,
rad  introducing  himfelf  to  their affeCions;

and
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and, in the difgmie of a fportfman, he gained fome .
to a religious lise, whom he could have little influence
upon in a2 minifter’s gown; of which there happened
feveral memorable examples.

Some ot the parifh were fo extremely rude and barba-
rous, thattheynever attended upon divine worthip, and
knew not fo much as the face of their paftor; to fuch
every thing that regarded religion was a difialletul, a
minifter would have been enough to have frighted them,
nor could he haveaccefs eitherto vifitor catechize them -
but what Mr. Guthrie might have almoit otherwife de-
Ipaired of, he effeCtnated by his diverfions; in the ha-
bit which he then wore, he conciliated the efleem and
love even of thefe ignorant creatures, made ufe of taeir
curiofity, as well as of nobler arguments, to bring them
to the church, and enter them into the paths ot falva-
tion; fo that the pujpit was the firlt place which diico=
vered to them that it was their minidter himfelf who
had allured them thither; and fo condefcending a me-
thod of gaining them procured a conftant atiendance
upon publick ordinances, and was at length accompa-
nied by the fruits of righteonfunefs, which are through
Jefus Cbrift unto the praife of God. Thus, in imiati-
on of the great apoftle, being crafty he caught theimn
with guile. And thus heavenly wi{dom and dexterity
will be ong day celebrated with jufter applaufes by the
aflembly of the firft- born, thanthe cunningeft ftratagems,
or the bravef} attempts which raife the charader of
princes and generals, whole fame flies now {witielt and
wideft through the world,

Thus his eminent abilities and unwearied diligence in
the work of the miniftry continued to exert themfelves
.!With diftinguifhed fuccefs; they procured the uptverfal
love of his panifh ; and he lived for oneand tWenty years
10 fuch perfe& harmony with his feflion, that during all

that time, there bappened not the fmallelt differcace
betwixt them,

His tamily-affairs were alfo very eafy and comforta-
ble to him, Auguft 1645. he was happily maried to
Hgnes Campbel, daughter to David Campbel of Skel-

| | don,
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don, in the fhire of Air, a remote brdanch of the fami-
Iy of Loudon; a gentlewoman endowed with all thefe
quafities that could render her a blefling to her hufband,

having joined to 2 handfome fhape and comely features; .
good fenfe and good breeding, fweetned by a modeft

cheerfulnefs of temper; and what endeared her to Mr, |
Guthrie bevond every thing elfe, fincere piety: fo that |
they lived a Iittle more than twenty years, in the moft
complete friendfhip, snd with a conftant mutual fatis-
faction, founded upon the nobleft principle, one faith,
one hope, one baptifm, and a fovereign love to Jefus
Chrift which zealoufly infpired them both. By her he

ad fixchildren, two of whom only outlived him, boih
daughiers, who were eminent for their fincere piety,
and endeavoured to follow the example of theirexcellent
parents. Ope of them was married to Miller of Glen-
i2e, a gentleman in the fhire of Air; and the other was
rnarried to the reverend Mr. Patrick Warner, Decem-
ber 1681, when the tyranny and cruelty of the tmes
were greswing to their height, 'and fo fhe foon ‘became
2 companion to him in tribulation, imprifonment and
banifbment for the truth’s fake; till the glorious revo-
tuticn, when Mr. Warner was fettled minifter of the
golpel at Irvine. Both be 2nd fhe are yet living, full |
of years, waiting till thetr change come. Their chil-
dren are, William Warner of Ardeir, tn the fhire of ¢
Air; and Margaret Warner, married to Mr. Robert ;

Wodrow minifter of the gofpel at Eaftwood, to whom
we are obliged forthe materials, from which this ac- |
connt of Mr, Guthrie’s life is compofed. o
\Ve have given a fhort account of Mr, Guthrie’s e-
minept minifterial endowments, as they appeared in the
ciicharge of the paltoral office among his own people,
znd of the glorious fucceffes wherewith God blefied his |
z=alous love and unwearied diligence: but this was not |

1-"-‘14

ra= {ole charader which he excelled in; for in every o-

ther capacity be gave equal proofs ef his foperior ac-

compliinments, _
He was difiinguifhed in the judicatures of the church,

from which he never aliowed bunftif tobe abfent, by a
thorow
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thorow knowledge of our corftitution, an hercick cou-
rage ard firmnefs whenever the caule of truth and ho-
linefs was concerned ; and that modelt regard for others,
and affection to his brethren, which endeared him to
them, and qualified him for the bufinefs and duties ¢f
{ociety.

When that unhappy diftinétion betwixt the publick
refolutioners and proteflers found place in the church,
Mr. Guthrie thought it his duty to be of the laft de-
nomination: yet he took care that his angry paflions
did not embitter his zeal, which he tempered with a
conftant moderation, and fweetnned with an ardent love
to peace. e preached with his brethren ot different
fentiments; and warmly entertained every thing that
had a tendency to union, and could give a profpe& of
an accommodaton. The power of divine grace, and
his native gentus and temper, with united force engag-
ing bim to bealing meafures, "and infpiring hiw with an
abhorrence for fuch as were fatious and divifive; fo
that doring a feafon of fo great dithculties and hazards,
he avoided every extreme, and became a bright example
of a zealous moderation, whereby he was of more than
ordinary ufefulnefs to the church on all publick occafi-
ons.

In the year 1645, when a young man, he was ap-
pointed by the aflembly to attend the army; a happy
conjunction ef all the endowments which could qualify
a perfon for that ftation foon determining the church to
make him their choice, Being newly married, he was
then in fuch circomitances, as, under the Mofaical -
conomy, would have afforded him a difpenfation from
that fervice: and his affetionate wife was not a little
frightned at thedangers he might be expofed to; which
increafed her averfion to fuch a degree, that her reluc-
tant affechion ftrngpled with her duty; but the voice of
providence foon gave the lalt principle the fuperiority.
When he was preparing for his departure, a violent
fit of the gravel reduced him to the greatelt extremity
of pain and danger: Lis religicus {poufe vnderflocd
and 1mproved the divine chaltiement; (hz faw how ea-

f'v
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fily God could put an end toalife {he wastoo apprehenfive
about; and this wrought her up to a fixed refoluting,
never to oppofe her inclinations to his entering upon
any imployment whereby he might honour his Malter,
how formidable foever were the hazards whicn at-
tend=d it while he was with the army, he was mn a re-
markable manner preferved when ta very dangerous cir-
cumflances, upon a deteat of a party which he was then
with, He ever after retained a grateful {enfe of the di-
vine goodnefs; and, after his return to the parifh, was
animated thereby to a more vigorous diligence 1n the
work of the miniftry, and propagating the kingdom of
the Son of God, both among his own people, and 2ll
who were round about him, his publick preaching, ef-
pecially at the adminiftration of the Lord’s fupper, and
his private converfation cop{piring for thofe noble pur«
ofes.

i And indeed in other refpeds alfo, his {hining piety,
wifdom, and good breeding made him univerfally ufe-
ful inthecountry where he lived. The jult value which
the nobility and gentry in the neighbourhood had for
him, and the intereft which this gave him with them,
enabled him to improve fuccefsfully frequent opportu-
nities he had to do good offices to particular perfons, to
compofe differences, and remove feuds which were rea-
dy enough to prevail in the country; and to aflilt the
judicatures of the church, by procuring the confentand
fupport concerned, n planting vacant congregations
with men worthy of the facred charaéer,

The prevailing of the Englith Se¢tarians under Oliver
Cromwel, and thevariety of attempts which they made,
while in Scotland, upon the conftirution and difcipline
of the church, was one of the difficulties which the mi-
niftry had then to ftruggle with; and it, among others,
gave a difcovery of the excellent qualities of Mr Guthrie,
His pleafant facetious converfation, and mafterly rea«
foning, procured himan univerfal refpeé from the com-
pany. Whileat the fame time his courage and con-
{tancy did not fail him in the caufe of his great mafer,

and were often ufeful to curb the extravagancies of the
Sefta-
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 Se&arians, and maintain order and regularity. One
inftance hereof happened at the facrament of the Lord’s
fupper celebrated at Glaigow by Mr Andrew Gray. Se-
“ veral of the Englilh ofhcers had formed a defign to put
. in execution the diforderly principle of a promifcuous
admiflion to the Lord’s table, by coming to it themfelves
without acquainting the minifter, or being in a due
" manner found worthy of that priviledge. Mr Guthrie,
. to whofe fhare it fell to difpenfe the facrament at that
- table, fpoketothem, whenthey wereleavingtheir pews
- in order to make their attempt, with fuch gravity, re-
folution and zeal, that they were quite confounded, and
fat down again without occafioning any further diftur-
. bance.
- The Quakers alfo endeavoured about this time to fow
“tares in Mr Guthrie’s parifh, improving for this end his
abfence for fome weeks, during which he was detained
in Angus about his private affairs, Bnt he returned be-
fore thepoifon had funk deep, recovered fome that were
in hazacd of being tainted by its fatal Influences; and
in conferrence fo confounded thofe hereticks, that they
defpaired of ever attacking with fuccefs a flock guarded
by lo watchful and fkilful a fhepherd, whereas they had
made too maoy profelytes to their wild delufions in Kil-
bride, and fome other neighbouring parifhes. |
It may be eafily imagined, that the eminent gifts and
graces of this excellent perfon would engage parifhes of
greater chara&er and importance than Finwick to defire
his miniftry, and earneltly labour for fuccefs in their
attempts to obtain it; and indeed his people and him-
felf were frequently expofed to the troubles of procefles
of tranfportation, and vexed with fears as to the iffue
of them, Renfrew, Linlithgow, Stirling, Glalgow, and
Edinburgh, having allof them called him. But befide
the indifferent opinion he entertained of the method of
{upplying vacancies by tranfportations in general, and
that the air and diverfions of a country-life were of ufe
to him in maintaining a healthy conftitution; -his love
to his flock was fo warm and conftant, that be put an
vincible obftinacy againft all defigns of feparatin g{him
rom
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from them. A relation is indeed founded on the nobleft
bottom, and finks deepeltintothe foul, whenitisanimated
by'the principle of the fpiritvallife; and therefore itmufk
in the bighelt degree endear a mlnlﬁer to his-people,
and engagetheiraffeCtion and efteem by the moft power-
ful tye, when his labours have been faccesfulln reclaime
g them from fin, their ruin, and perfuading them to
enter upon a religious life; and fo they owe to him, as
far as they can do to an inftrumentin the hand of God,
the falvation of their immortal fouls, which is the in-
comparably ftrongelt obligation that one man can have
to ancther, and the mofl flowing fource of gratitude:
And on the other hand, a minifter can fcarce mifs to
have a peculiar tendernefs and warmth of divine affec-
tion for thofe, whofe father he is after the Spirit, and
hath been honoured by Ged in bringing them to the
kingdom of his Son, and begetting them through the
gofpel, whofe heavenly birth is now the higheft plea-
fure and brighteft trramph of his life, and will be one
day his crown of glory and rejoicing. A friendfhip that
had furh a life, and was invigorated by a fpirit {o pure
and a¢tive, made Mr Guthrie prefer Finwick, - a poor
obfcure parifh, to the molt confiderable charges in the
nation ; which was a proof of his mortification to the
world, and that he was moved by views fuperior to
temporal interefts,

Thus Mr Guthrie continued with his old parifh, till
the great alteration, which the reftoration of king
Charles 11. made in publick affairs. The ficlt difcove-
ry that the meafures of the court gave of a defign to o-
verturn the governmentof the church, affected the wor-
thy Mr Guthrie in the moft fenfible part; nor could a-
ny.thing afford himfatisfaction, while{he wasin trouble,
and about to be laid defolate : Nor did he let any occa-
fion{lip of fhewing his concern for that which was dearer
tobimthan his otherinterelts, Atthe {fynod of Glafgow,
held April 1661, after long reafoning about proper
meafnres for the {ecurity of religion, [h:. matter was re-
ferred roacommittee: Mr Guthrie prefented the dranght

of an addrefs to the parliament, wherein 2 faithful tef-
timony
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timony was given to the purity of our reform_gtion In
“worfhip, dottrine, difcipline and governmeat, in terms
equally remarkable for their prudence and their courage,
Every body approved of it, and it was tranfmitted to
“the {fynod: But fome worthy minifters ot the fide of the
" publick refolutioners, being doubtful of the feafonable-
" nefs of fuch a reprefentation, confidering the difficul-
ties of the times, gave an opportunity to thofe who de-
figned to comply with Prelacy, to procure a delay, and
fo to crufh it; which did not prevent its being fervice-
- able to the end of our now mentioning it, namely,
affording a proof of the zealous honelty and firmnefs of
Mr Guthrie,

Another inftance whereof was, the refolution he took
to wait upon his worthy friend Mr James Guthrie at
his execution, notwithftanding the apparent hazards
he muft thereby have expofed himfelf to, But his fefli-
on prevailed upon him, though not without difficulty,
by their earnelt intreaties, to lay alide a defign that
could not mifs to deprive them immediately of his mini-
ftry, which, by the goodnefs of God, they enjoyed fome
years after his brethren were ejected.

Next to the protection of a kind providence and the
fervent prayers of his own people, and of many others,
unto which he always atributed this diftinguifhed favour
inthe firft place ; MrGuthrie’sbeing connived at for fome
time, was principally owing to the favour of fome great
men in the government, particularly the Earls of Eg-
lintoun and Glencairn, the lalt of whom had a regard
for him which was heightned by a conjunétion of eficem
and gratitude, Mr Guthrie having had eccafion to o-
blige him when imprifoned for his loyalty, before the
reftoration, which that noble lord never forgot, and
when be was chancellor, contributed what he could to
his prefervation, by which means he enjoyed the peaces
able poffeflion of his church till the year 1664,

As God bad defigned and prepared him for eminent
and extenfive fervices, during this period, his excellent
accomplifhments now exerted themfelves with the great-
elt ethcacy, and his ufefulnefs was raore univerfally dif-
| b fuled



xvitm.  MEMOIRS of the Life

{ufed through the whole country, which was in a great
meafure deprived of their paltors, Many then hungred
after the word of the Lord, and this made .them with
iore eagernefs embrace the advantage which a merci-
ful providence afforded them, of Mr Guthrie’s miniftry,
Great multitudes reforted to him from all the parts of
the weft country; hts targe church was crowded with
hearers from Glafgow, Paitl:y, Lanerk, Flamilton, and
other diftant places, and his ftrong and clear voice en-
abled him to extend the profit ot his difcourfes to the
many hundreds who were obliged to keep without

doors. |
‘An extraordinary zzal then enlivered the fouls of fin-
cere chriftians; they were animated by a warw: affeétion
to the truth, and an uncomimon delight in nearing the
joyful fourd: and this wade them delpife the difficul-
ties that lay in their way, and bear cheerfully with ma-
ny inconveniencies, which atrendance upor the facred
ordinances was then accompanied with; fo that we are
aflured by feveral worthy perfons who enjoyed Mr Gu-
thrie’s miniftry atthat time, that it wastheir ufual prac-
tice to come to Finwick upon Saturday, {pend the great-
eft part of that night in prayer to God, and converfati-
on about the great concerns of their fouls, attend on
the publick worfhip on the Sabbath, dedicate the remain-
der of that holy day to religious exercife, and then on
the Monday gohometen, twelve, or twenty miles, with-
out grudging the fatigue of {o long a way, and the want
of fleep and other refrefhments, or finding themfelves
lefs prepared for any bufineis throughout the week, fo
much was their heart engaged 1 the attendance they
gave to the facred adminifirations, A remarkable blef-
fing accompanted ordinazncesthat were difpenied to peo-
ple who came with fuch a difpofition of foul: great
numbers were converted unto the truth, and many were
built up in their moft holy faith a divine power animat-
ed the gofpel that was preached, and exerted itfelf in
a holy warmth of fanctified affections, a ravifhing plea-
iure 1n divine fellowfhip, and a noble joy and triumph
in their Kiung and Saviour, which were to be viftbly dif-
' | cernec
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cerned in the hearers ; many were confirmed in the good
ways of the Lord, I’trengrhned and comforted againit
temporal fears and dilcouragements; and the fruits of
righteoufnefs difcovering their beauty and excellency in
a holy converfaticn, were a glorious proof of the fii:ceri-
ty of their profelfion, and the wonderful {uccefs of Mr
Guthrie’s miniftry. And there are fome of thofe ye:
alive, of whofe converfion to a religious lite God ho-
noured him to be the inftrument, who are ready to. at-
teft much more than hath been now faid, and can ne-
ver think, without an exultation of foul, and emotica of
revived affeGiions, upon the memory of their {pirirual
father, and the power of that victorious grace, whichin
thofe days triumphed fo glorioufly,

During thefe few years, while Mr Guthrie was con-
nived at, the dangers of the time never frightned hir
from his duty: but, with a becoming boldnefs, forti-
fied his people in a zealous adherence to the purity of
our reformation, warned them of the defe&ion that was
then made by the introduétion of prelacy, and inftru&-
ed them in the duties of {fo difficult a feafon; while he
recommended by his own fteadinefs what he taught from
the pulpit, he conftantly maintaining fellowfhip with
his ejected brethren, and never making the leaft compli-
ance with the prelatick {chemes, And yet in hisfermons
he governed his ccurage and faithfulnefs by chriftian
prudence ; and, with reference to civil affairs, confined
himfe!f fo much to the language of the facred oracles,
and exprefled himfelf with fuch a jult regard to lawful
authority, that hisenemiescould find no occalion again{t
him,

The extraordinary reputation and ufefalnefs of Mr
Guthrie, who was admired and followed byal! the coun-
try, provoked the jealous and angry paflions of the pre-
lates; and his excellent merit became one of the caufes
of his being attacked. Interceflions were indeed made
in his behalf, but without fuccefs. .Particularly by the
ear] of Glancairn then chancellor, who made a vifit to
the archtifthop of Glafgow, at his houfe there, and at

parting, afked itas a particular favour frem him, that
b 2 DMy
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Mr Guthrie might be overlooked, he knowing him to
be an excellent man, and wellaffeéted to thecivil govern-
ment: but the bifhop not only refufed him, butdid it
with 2 haughty and difdainful air, telling him, that can-
st be done, it fhall not, he is a ringleader and kecper up
of Jehifin in my discefe ; and then pretty abruptly left the
chancellor, Rowallan, Cuninghambead, and fome o-
ther prefbyterian gentlemen, who were waiting on him,
obferving the chancellor difcompofed when he left the
archbifhop, prefumed to ask what the matter might be,
To which the earl anfwered, awe have fet up thefe men,
and they will tread us under their feet. 1In confequence
of this refolution of the inexorable archbifhop Burnet,
upon the 24th of July 1664 Mr Gothrie was, by a com-
miflion from him, fufpended, difcharged the exercife of
his miniftry, and his church declared vacant, and he
himfelf by an armed force obliged to remove from it:
a large account-of which will be given by the reverend
Mr Wodrow, in that ufeful and much defired work,
the bifloryof the fufferings of the church of Scotlaad, which
will fhortly be publifhed * he was notwithftanding al-
Jowed to live in his manfe, at Finwick, where he con-
tinued fome more than a year; during which he was

exceeding ufeful to his people in a private charalter.
His brother to whom he had made over his paternal
eltate of Pitforthy, dying in the fummer 1665. Mr Gu-
thrie’s prefence there was neceffary for ordering private
affairs, which made him and his wife take journey for
Angus about that time, He had not been long in that
country, till he was feized by a complication of dilteru-
pers, the gravel, with which he had been frequently
tortured, the gout, and aviclentheart-burning, atonce
attacking him with great fury: the agonies which thofe
three terrible engines of pain occafioned, were almolt
infupportable; and were theretore a icene prepared for
o brighter appearasnce or tae conflascy, patience and
relignaiion of this worthy minifler,  In the mudlt ef his
ieavy
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heavy afili¢tions, he ftill adored the meafures of divin®
providence, tho’at the fame time he Jonged for nis dif-
_jolution, and exprelled the fatisfaction and joy with
which he would make the grave bis dwelling-place,
when God {hould think fit to give him reft there: His
" compaffionate Mafter at lalt induiged the pious breath-
ings of his foul; after eight or ten days ilnels he was
gathered to his fathers; and died in the houfe of his
brother-in-law, Mr Lewis Skinner minilter at B:echin,
upon Wednefday the tenth of October 1664, afternoon,
“in the 4 5th year of hisage, and was buried in the church

of Brechin, under Pitforthy’s defk. And as he himfelf
died in the full aflurance of faith, as to his own intereft
in the covenant of God, and under the pleafing hopes
that God would return in glory to the church of Scot-
Jand ; fo we have no doubt that his better part, his{ou!
was carried by angels to thofe peaceful regions, not one
of the inhabitants whereof ever {ays that he 1s fick; and
ts now fhining amidit the dazling glories of thofe fupe-
rior orbs, which are deltined for the heroes of Chriftia-
nity, who have turned many unto righteoufnefs, and
have born a diftinguifhad part 1n the battles and tri-
umphs of the King of faints.

TCuring his fickne(s he was vifited by the biflhinp of
Brechin, and feveral epifconal mintfters, his relations
and acquaintances; who all had an high valune for him,
notwithiftanding he, with an ingenuous freedom, ex-
prefled to them his {orrow for their comphiance with
the corrupt eftablifhment in ecclefiaftical affairs, which
was then made.

This fhort and imper{e& account of his hife may, 1
{fome meafure, let the reader into the chara&ter of this
excellent perfon: But we hope it will not be ynaccept.
able, if without repeating what hath been already re-
prefented, we, In a very plain and fimple manner, give
fome furtheraccount of his charadter, aswe have itfrom
perfons of undoubted reputation, who were themfelvss
well acquainted with him,

His perfon was ftately and well {aaped, and his fea-

tares comely and hand{fome=, And whife he was raifed
b 3 above
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abeve an eftzminate delicacy, which was uaworthy the
dignity of the minifterial chara&ter, he abhorred a flo-
venly meannefs, as very far below it, and was there-
fore neat and cleanly in his apparel : And'in his whole
behaviour, as well as in his drefs, there was nothing
that could give the leaft difgult to gentlemen of the po-
Iiteft education and niceft tafte, An awful gravity dwelt
upon his countenance, and never gave way to levity in
converfation, or thofe freedoms which were unbecoms-
ing his facred office, however allowable they might be
to perfons of a different order: But he knew how to
fweeten and mapage his temper, fo as never .to degene-
rate into an affe@ed folemnity, or incorverfible aufte-
rity ; but was ufvally extremely cheerful and facetious
in his converfation, which made it univerfally agree-
able, and added to the eiteem of a minifter the endear-
ments of 2 friend and comrade: Tho’ indeed, which
is generally the cafe of great fpirits, there was in his
temper ao intermixture of thoughtfulnefs and melan-
choly, which fometimes gained the fuperior:ity, when
the publick interefts were endangered, and the enemies
of Zion, which was his favourite concern, prevailed. .

He ufed the innocent recreations and exercifes which
then prevailed, fithing, fowling, and playing upon the
ice, which at the fame time contributed to preferve a
vigorous health, and while in frequent converfation
with the beft of the neighbouring gentry, as thefe occa-
fions gave him accefs, to bear in upon them reproofs
and ipftrutions with an inoffenfive familiarity.,

His ftrong, clear and melodious voice, join’d to a
good ear, gave him a great pleafure in mufick, in the
theory and pra&ice of which he had a more than ordi-
nary dexterity: And he failed not with mighty joy and
fatisfation, to employ frequently his voice for the no-
bleft ufe of it, the praifes of his Maker and Saviour;
in which part of divine worfhip, his foul and body ac-
ted with an nnited and unwearied vigour.

All the other amiable qualities that can give a luftre
t0 2 man or a Chriftian, recommended this excellent
perfon: s generofity, hofpitality, -and charitable dif-

pofition,
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pofition, were on all proper occalicns confpicunis, 2nd
. his modelt humility gave a lovelinefs to his other wvir-
tues, Few men had greater temptations offered to
 pride and vanity, bis natural and acquired dbl]ltle"i,
| oreat {uccefs, eltablithed reputation, and the applautes
nf the whole country who adnured him, were all dan-
' gerous flatterers, apt to begiie a man tnto a fond con-
: ceit of himfelf ; but his lowlinels of mind was proof a-
. gainlt thefe pleamg feducers, nor could they charm
- him into felf- fufliciency and <llecm, for he had not fo
. learned Chrift, and knew that he pofleiled nothing, but
- what he had freely received.
He excelled in another noble part of religion, as
- well as humanity, an affe@ionate fympathy with fuch
“as were expofed either to outwara affliGtions, cr the
heavier troublas of a difquieted foul; for {uch he had
always a melting tendernefs, and embraced every occa-
fion of "uc“ourmcr and relieving them: His own experi-
ence filled him with pity for thofe who were in like cir-
camftances, gave him, infome meaftre, whathis great
Mafter hath always in an tncomparably more exaited
degree for poor finners, 2 fellow-feeling of their infir-
mities, andenabled as well as ftirred him.up to comfort
them with the confolations whereby God had refrethed

and folaced his own foul; and ke was ever fending up

fervent prayers to the thrnne of grace in their behalf,
\We have in the former part of this account of Mr

Guthrie. mentioned feveral of thofe eminent munifteri-
al qualifications which he poffc{led, and made his cha-
racter as a minifter equal to that which he {o jultly en.
joyed as a man and a Chriftian.

[n his youth he had been a hard fiudent, and this
gave hin a value for all the branches of learning, and
n 2cquamtance with themn: Bat above all his favourite
employrzent was the fludy of the holy fcriprures, which
he read ofrenin the original languages; and out of this
divine treafure of fpmtu al l\na..r.ledgh he brought out,®
as our Saviour {peaks, things new and old, which were
of the higheft advantage to him when he came to thﬁ

pulpit, As athorou"‘q acquaintanae with the Biblz s
h 3 the
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the belt way to make a good preacher; {o this was ons
mean of that exceliency in difcourfes from the pulpit,
for which Mr Guthrie was {fo much celebrated: And
indeed his fermons had all the advantages which could
be given them, by a clear explication of the text, ob-
{fervations and enlargements that were important and
fuitable to the fubje@, allufions and illuftrations adapt-
ed to the meanell capacities of his people, and at the
fame time to the dignity of the pulpit, and the bonour
of religion, which required a very uncommon talent ;
und then 2 lively and affefing application of the doc-
:rines which he taught, to the conlciences of his hear-
<rs, with an admirable mixture of light and heat, cal-
culated to inltruct the ignorant, awaken the fecure, and
enliven the whole foul in the ways of God: And to con-
clude, fermons fo excellent in their compofure, were
delivered with a clear, firong and well turned voice, a
eraceful and vehement adtion, and eyes flowing with
tears, which were circumftances of no little advantage,

In praver to God Mr Guthrie equail’d, if not exceed-
ed himfelf as a preacher: The highelt fertoufnefs and
fervency, anaw of the grear God on his foul, and g
fively faith in his fatherly goodnefs and care, together
with aninward feeling of what he fpoke, 2ail remarkably
accomparying his adrefles to the throne of grace in fuch
a degree, that many who heard him were ufually melt-
ed into tears of affection, and exceedingly edified.

And to conclude, all his eminent qualities were {anc.
tified by the grace of God, and heightned by an unaffec-
ted piety, and delightful fellowlhip with God through
Chrift; under the fhinings of whofe countenance he ha-
bitually lived, and attained to a very uncommon degrze |
of {piritual-mindednefs, of a heavenly frame and tem- |
per, and of joy and peace in believing, while both lived
and died in full aflurance of faith. h

We thall put an end to this imperfect account of the .
Iife and charadter of {fo eminent a perfon, by the tefti- |
monies of Mr john Livingfton minifter at Ancruom, and |
Mr Matthew Crawford mimifter at Ealtwood, both his
wontemiporaries, concern'ny him, ‘The firlt, inama-

nRicript




of Mr Wirriam GUTHRIE XXV

pufeript account which he wrote of the minifters of his
own time,hath whatfollows. Mr William Gutbrie vinifier
}

¢ at Finwick, wasa man of amoft readygift andplentiful in-

i

vention, with maft appofite comparifons, fit both to awaken

and pacify conferences ;. flraight and fiedfafl in the publick

caufe of Chrift; Henvas a great light in the Weft of Scot-
Jand., He was much and often troubled with the prayel,

~awhereof he died. 1n another place he fays, [n his doc-
trine My William Guthrie avas as full arnd free as any.man
“in Scotland had ever been, wwhich, together awith the excel-
Jency of his preaching gift, did fo reccmmend bimi 1o thy af-
Sfections of people, that they turned the cornfield of his glebe
210 a little town ; every one building a houfe for bis family

upont it; dat they might ltwe under the drop of bis mini-

fry.

The other, Mr Matthew Crawford, in hismannfeript
hiftory of the Church cf Scotland, hath thefe words.

Mr IVilliam Guthrie avas a burning and fhining lipht, ke
in after mary cthers, by the fat:f-:zr of the old carl of L
fintoun, the chancellor’s father t law.  He convertod ang

confirmed many thoufand fouls, and was eficeinzd the preat-
eff practical preacher in Scatland.
Mr Rutherford in his letters hath fome pafiapes cor.

“cerping Mr Guthrie; but thefe being already publifhed,

it would be needlefs to tranfcribe any thing from them,
nor fhall we detain the reader by the churadter which
Mr Trail gives of Mr Guthrie from iits own knowled e
ot him, fisnce it may he found with mwre Edb‘alltagt‘il},
tie preface which that worthy muniller prefixed 1o the
edition of this treatife publilhed at London 1505, 2nd
fince reprinted at Edinburg . :

Though few people huve been in ali refpecis berter
qualified to write upon practical {ubjc&s, yet the modelt

and diffident fentument which Mr Guthrie always en-

tertained of himfelf, deprived the world of the giear ad-
vantage they would huve reaped from his fermons, and
other compofures of thts nature, had he thought fit to
make them publick. But, to the no fmall lofs of the
church, this excellent treatiie is the only genuine per-
fcrmance of Mr Guthric which hath feen the lipht, th-

i:I;HL-
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publication whereof was Gwing to another caufe rather

than to theinclination of the author, which was plainly |

|
1
i
1
1
|

enough forced, upon this occafion. Some unknown

perfon came by 2 copy of a few imperf=& notes of fome |

fermons that Mr Guthrie had preached upon the 55th
of Ifaiah, with a relation to perfonal covenanting; and
without the fmalleft intimation of his defign made to
him, printed them in a fisall pamphlet of 61 pages
12mo, under this title, 4 clear. attractive, awarming

beam of light, from Chrift the fun of life, leading to him-

Self s wherein is held furth a clear, found end eafy.way of

a foul’s particular clofing with God, inthe covenant of free
grace, io the full ending and clearing all debates therea-
nent : Printed at Aberdeen by F. B, 16447, ‘The book
mmdeed was anonymous, but Mr Guthrie was reputed
the author of it by tie whole country, and fo obliged
to take notice of it: He was equally difpleafed at the va-
ity of the title, and the grofs defeds of the work itfelf,
which confifted of fome broken notes of his fermons, con-
fufedly huddled together by an injudicious hand ; and
when he faw that it was the only remedy, he felt him-
felf under a neceflity, however uneafy to him, to re-
view his {fermons, from which he foon compofed this ad-
mirable treatife, |

‘There were indeed, after the reltoration, fome fer-
smons of Mr Guthries, upon Hof. xiii, 9. and a few other
texts, printed from very imperfectnotes takenby 2 hear-
er, by {fome obfcure perfon who wanted to make a lit-
tle gain: But as thofe could in no jult fenfe be account-
ed the work of Mr Guthrie, being both extremely cor-
rupt and defetive, and were very injurious to his me-
mory ; Mrs Guthrie his widow printed an advertifement,
2nd {pread it as far as fhe could, to guard the publick
trom being impofed vpon by thofe {fpuricus fermons,
which 1n a great meafure put a ftop to fo unfair a prac-
tice; and fhould in reafon have prevented the difinge-
nuous extracts of fome coarfe unguarded expreffions
irom them, which are to be met with in fome prelatical

pamphlets, whereby they endeavour calumnioudly to
| expofe
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expofe the presbyterian intereft, from the falfly alledged
failures of one of its eminent guides and {upporters,
This froall treatife, The Coriffian’s great Interefi, the
only genuine work of Mr Guthrie, hath been blefled by
God with wonderful {uccefs 1r our own country, it was
publifhed very feafonably, a little before the introduc-
tion of Prelacy at the reltoration; nor is the conduét of
a merciful providence to be overlooked in affording {o
ofeful a help to multitudes of the people of God, when
their worthy paftors were toin frcm them, Severals
have owed their converfion unto a religious life, to the
reading of the treatife: And many thoufands have been
thereby mightily edified and built up in the molt holy
faith, ‘
Nor hathit lefs regard paid it abroad; ts England,
its author and itfelf were highly elteemed by the great-
eft and belt men theres and that there could not be a
greater honour done it, than by the charafter given
thereof by Dr Owen, willappearto all who are acquain-
ted with the incomparable learning and worth of that
excellent fcholar and divine; us we have the ftory from
a reverend miailter of this church yet alive, who had
the ‘doftor’s fentiments from his own mouth. One day
i converiation with him, the do&or fpeaking of Scut-
land, faid to our informer, You have traly men of preat
Sbirits in Scotland, there is for a gentleman (r Bailiz ¢f
Jervifwood, a perforn of the createfl abilities I ever alingf!
met with . Ard for diviies, faid he, pulling out of his
pocketalittle guildtd copy of this treatife of Mr Guthrie’s,
1hat author 1 take Lo have besn one of the greatef! divin.r
that ever wrole; it is iy vade miecum, and [ carry ity and
1he Sedan Neww Teflanent fiill absut aith me ; f have avrjt-
Aen feveral folios, but there is more divinity 1n 1t than in
them atl. Tho' the areat modelty ol this adnurable di-
vine, mades him give a very uuequal coaralter of s
own excellent performdnces; yet this does not hinder
{uch an account of Mr Guihirie’s book, given by {o mut-
terly a judgé, from being a3 much for us reputation as
‘any thing of that nature can be. ‘
Nor was the vfefulneft of this pious treatile confined,
. ciiher
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either to the author’s own country or langudge: Fo-
reigners alfo valued it, tranilated it, and were eminent.

ly profited thereby, It was trarilated mto Low Dutch
by the reverend and pious Mr. Koelman, and was high-
ly efteemed in Holland, o that Mrs. Guthrie and one
of her daughters met with uncommon civilities and
kindnefs, when their relation to its author was known.
It is alfo tranflated into French and High Dutch; and
we are informed, that it was alfo tranflated into one of
the Eaftern tongues, at the charges of that noble patern
of religion, learning and charity, the honourable Ro-

bert Boyle.
After what hath been faid of the intrinfick excellency

of this ufeful book, it might perhaps appear both need-

lefs and affuming for us to pretend to give any further
characer of it, or recommend it to the efteem and ufe

of the publick,

Thus far the very learned and excellent author of
this preface Had proceeded in-it, when it pleafed his
Lord and Mafter to call him to the everlafting reward
of his Jabours, to his own unipeakable advantage, but
to the great lofs of the church, and inexpreflible grief of
all his {furviving friends.

But he having propofed at his entering upon this
preface, not only to give {fume account of the author,
which i all death has permitted him to do, butal{o to
make fome obfervations upon the work itfelf: Some
thought the preface would be imperled, if this Likewtle
were not done, It is therefore here eflayed, though
with very unequal abilittes,

This excellent treatife, {which has been already fo
often publifbed, tranfiated into foreign languages, and
paffed the courfe of more than fixty years with univer-
fal applaufe) hath already its praifes in the churches of
Chrift; and its jult and univerfal efteem fo well {ettled,
as to need no letters of commendation from any man,
efpecially from fo obfcure a hand as mine: Yet to give
fome account of the reafons for which it has been fo

highly valued to thofe who have never read ii, to clear
and
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and confirm the grounds upon which is founded the
juft efteem of others who have 2iready perufed it, to
prevent the prejudices that may be entertained by fome,
and a little to lay open the {pirit of the author and its
doltrine, that this treatife may be read with the more
exter{ive advantage by ail; -w:li, we hope, not be un-
acceptable to any, but grateful and edifying to thofe
who are defirous that the cliurch and their ewn fouls
fhould reap all poflible advantage by fuch books as are
publithed.

The obfervations that may be made upon this trea-
tife, are either {uch as concern the thile of it, or the
dotrine contained in it, or elfe the author’s way and
manner of managing his fubject, and the {everal branches -
of it.

As to the fiile, taat would need but hittle apolegoy,
though the beok were appearing now for the ficlt time
iz the world: For, bating {ome few expretiions, and
thefe too occuring but feldom, that are now become
fomewhat obfolete, the words aud phrafes ufed are jult
and grave, clear and fignificant, level to the capacity
of the meaneft, and yet not below that of the greateft.
But confidering that this treatife was written near 7o
years ago, fince which time our language has fuffered
great changes, the ftile of it deferves not only our ac-
ceptance, but even our high efteem. It is plain, and
yet decent, and adorned with all needful beauty ; clear,
and yet concife and comprehenfive; few books written
in this country about that time are {o pure in their flile:
And this will be the more valaed, if we remember what
the author {ays in his preface, Thatin this work he has
matnly, if not only, confulted the advantage of the rude
and ignorant; for while he teaches thefe in a plain flile,
he entertains even the learned, that are ferious, agree-
ably. So that whoever naufeates this book for its {ile,
fhews himielf more of a critcal than of a Chriftian
fpirie, |

The beauty of the flile 15 exceeded, and even eclipf-
ed by the excellency of the mutter which it contains:
Ypon which many obfervations might be made, very

ufe
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ufeful and neceffary to be remembred in thefe giddy
times. The fubje& which he handles, is, of all others,

- of the greateft importance and moment to every man :

It is the Chriftian’s great interefl, his greateft intereft
indeed, his union with Chrift the bleffed Redeemer, and
his title to the invaluable and glorious bleflings of his
purchafe, The two parts of this great fubje&t which
he treats of, are thefe which moft nearly touch every
Chriftian, and which he i1s moft calied to bring to 2
clear and fatisfying iflue ; how a perfon may try his
intereft in Chrift, and, how he may attain to it, and
fecure it? Happy that man who can fatisfy himfelf as
to thefe.

In managing thefe heads of his difcourfe, it 1s evi-
dent to every one who reads this treatife, that the au-
thor founds his do&rine upon the principles of that {yf-
tem, which afferts free grace as the caufe of our falvati-
on, and of all that leads to it, thefe principles which
were at firft delivered to the faints in the holy fcriptures,
reftored again with the fcriptures at the glorfous refor-
mation from Popery, received into almolt ail the Con-
feflions of Faith of the reformed churches, and fully
aflerted by the fynod of Dort, in oppofition to Pelagiai
and Semipelagian errors, Upon this {yltem is founded
the doirine of this treatife, in which the author aflerts
or fuppofas particular eledtion, effe@ual grace, man’s
natural inability to do what 1s {piritually good, Chrift’s
fatisfying for the elet only, and the perfeverance of the
fainis: Thefe principles plainly run through the whole
work, and it is battomed upon them.

Yet at the fame time nothing is omitted, that natu-
rally could fall within fuch a work, to inculcate the
neceflity of holiuefs, and univerfal obedience to God’s
holy law. The freedom and fulnefls of the grace of
Chrift in the golpel is fo taught, as not to jultle out the
neceffity of our own-utmoft diligence, and care to work
out our own falvation with fear and trembling ; it was
not the author’sbufinefs, in fo fmall and fopraéhical a trea-
tife, to {hew explicitely the confiltency of thele two toge-

ther; bhe knew this was not fufiiciently done in books of
a COZ-
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a controverfial nature: But holding to the do&rine of
our excellent Weltminiter Conteffion, he {o exalts free
grace as not to invalidate the obligations of the Moral
Law, he {fo afl:rts our natural corruption as not to
loofen our obligations to golpel-obedience, 2::v equally
difcourages free-wili and merit on the ore nand, and
flothfulnefs and fecurity ot the other; and this not by
direét affertions upon thele heads, whicl ars confequen-
tially overturned by coutrary do&vines laid down in
other places, as is done in fome late books of modern
divinity, but by afferting ihe principies npon which they
depend.

Thus ke does not, with {ome, exciude the word con-
dition from the new covenant, as if there were a hazard
of making God’s own terms of his covenant too necef-
fary, and fome danger of binding them faft upon the
fouls of his people: But, with our Larger Catechifio,
he frequently makes ufe of that word throughout the
whole book, without apprehending any danger from it ;
and aflerts oftner than once in the plainelt and ftrong-
elt terms, that faith 1s the condition of the new cove-
nant,

This faith he does not place, as fome have done, 1na
firm perfuafion that Chrift died for us: nay, he refutes
this as a moft dangerous and abfurd notion: Butin the
ftating of the heart upon God in Chrift, as a full blefling
and fatisfying portion, in the foul’s acquielcence in the
way of falvation by Chrift; it is to accept of, and clofe
with God’s device of faving finners by Chrift Jefus, held
forth in the gofpel; and to clofe with Chrift in his king-
Iy office. as he is anointed to be a King to rule over a
man in il things, A notion of faith, which, as it ex-
alts free- grace, {o it excludes the crefumption of hypo-
crites; and is fitted to prevent difcouragements and de-
{pondency in the truly godly, and to excite to holinefs,
by caufing the foul to go forth towards God in Chrift,
and to follow hard after him as its chief good and happi-
nefs; whereas the other groundlefs notion of it leads to
the very reverfe of all thefe,

This pious and judicious author makes affurance of

our
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our intereft in Chrilt to be attainable, and that too
oore eafily than many ferious Chriftians do imagine; yet
he will by no means allow it to be the effence of juftify-
ing faith, or infeparable from it: On the contrary he
teaches, in the moft exorefs terms, that many are truly
gracious, 2nd have a good title to eternal life, who do
not know {o much,

He afferts the freedom and univerfal extent of the
gofpel-offer in the fulleft terms, declaring, That peace
and falvation is offered to all without exception, that a
man is not to queftion God’s willingnefs to receive men
who go to Chnlt honeftly: Butdoes not think it neceffary,
for laying a foundation for this offer, to affirm, that Chrift
died for all men, as fome others have imagined ; nor tor-
ture himfelf to find out the ground of this general offer,
till he has almoft wrought himfelf into the Arminian
fcheme, With him 1t was for the fins of the ele& that
Chrift fatisfied, and this reltrition of Chrift’s {atisfaéti-
on, he did not judge inconfiltent with an univerfal offer :
But, with other orthodox divines, he judged, that the
univerfal offer was the means for applying Chrift’s fa-
tisfaction to the perfons for whom 1t was fpecially made
and that his glorious end of converting an elet world,
together with God’s extenfive command to his {ervants,
Matth, xxviit, 19, was {ufhcient ground to preach the
~gofpel to every man, without perplexing matters with

new {chemes, which, as it often happens, involves mat-
ters inftead of explaining them.

Aunother thing obfervable in this excellent author, is
his particular regard, throughout hits whole treatife,
unto God’s holy law, As the promoting of holinefs,
and a thorough converfion in Chriltians, appears to be
the great defign of his work; fo he does throughout
the whole of it, maintain an inviolable refpect for God’s
law, which is the rule apd meafure of it. He does not
lay out himfelf {as fome innovating writers on the fame
{ubject have dore) to find out fubtile diftinétions of ths
meaning of the word /Jazw, till he has alsnolt diftinguifh-
ed away the obligation of it.. He makes the law a

{choolmafter to lead us unto Chriit; but then he does
not
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pot lay it afide, as an almanck out of date, when 1t
has brought us to him. Nay, he makes it one of the
firft breathing of the new nature, To acknowledge the
Jaw to be good, holy, juft, and [piritual; to accept of
| Chrift’s whole yoke without exception ; and to become @
 [ervant of righteoufnefs unto God: He makes the genuine
“fruit of the mew life to be faith working by love, whichis
| the fulfilling of the law; and tells us, That the promifes
| are made 10 faith followed with holinefs, which is the
fame with obedience to it.

Agrecably to this binding force of God’s law, he e-
very where excites and encourages Chriftians, to exert
their moft earneft and vehement endeavours in the work
of their falvation: He mnot only encourages believers,
whofe powers are by their converfion, made attive to
diligence and induftry; but he calls even unconverted
finners, who are dead in trefpafles and fins, to eflay their
duty, and diligently to apply themfelves to the prattice
of it, and gives thewn great encouragement todo fo. He
tells us, That 2ho’ no words will take effelt till God pour
out his Spirit; yet minifters muft flill prefs m:ns duty u-
pon them, and charge themthat they give the Lord no reft
till he fend ont that Spirit, which ke will give to them that
afk it,

He teaches, That tho’ none do cordially clofe with God
in Chrifp Fefus, and acquicfce in that ranfom found out
by God, except only fuch as are elected, and whofe hearts
the Lord, doth fovereignly determine to that bleffed choice
Yet the Lord hathleft it as a duty upon pesple who hear this
gofpel, to clofe with his offer of falvation, as if it were
in their power to doit: Aud that the Lardy through thefe
commands and exhortations, doth convey life and ﬂrengrfr,
and the new heart to the ele?; and that it is bis mind, in
thefe commands and invitations, toput people to fome duty,
' wwith which he ufes to concur for accomplifbing that bufi-
nefs betoween bim and them,

Yea further, anfwering the objection taken from our
own impotency to clofe with Chrift, he pofitively af-
firms, That if we effay to clofe with Chrift, and ref} on
bim for the offered falvation, God will not be avanting on

c bis
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pis part, and that it fhall not fail on bis part, if we bave
a mind to the bufinefs. Thus he always takes care to
keep an harmony betwixt the freedom and power of
grace on the one hand, and the neceffity and ufefulnefs
of our own endavours on the other; and while he owns
our outter inability to do any thing that is i‘p'it'itl.l:&l]},rt
good, he gives all encouragement that can be defired
o our own molt earneft endeavours,

To this fame purpofe it may be obferved, That he
formally exhorts to perfonal covenanting with God, and
largely direts the management of it as a matter of
great importance. He did not fear, as fome, 1t feems,i
now do, that the foul fhould be guilty of prefumption.
in cedicating itfelf with all folemnity to God in Chrift, .
and i embracing the offered priviledge of fealing a fure
covenant with him: He doubted not but that particu-
lar perfons might do that acceptably, which bodies of,
men Had fo often done with great fuccefs, and glorious|
tokens of God’s prefence with them in holy fcripture, |

Thus it wereeafy to enlarge in making many obferva-
tions upon the excellency and foundnefs of this author’s:
doftrine; baut it is now time to conclude with taking,
notice briefly, of this excellent author’s way and man-;
ner of managing his fubje&, and delivering his doftrine,
Xt is obvious to every one who reads him with attenti-
on, that he fpeaks with a full underftanding of his fub-:
ject; he appears to have meditated deeply upon it, and
to have digefted fully the feveral particulars of it: Alli
he fays is of a piece and confiftent, he feems to have had|
the laft words, ~and all the intermediate parts of it in
view when he wrote the firft. He does not write, as
fome others upon the fame fubje have done, loofly and
incoherently: Nor has he made up his book, as they
have done theirs, of gathered fcraps put together with
Jittle connexion, and as littleconfiftency ; nay, hefpeaks
every where-like one that is mafter of his fubject, Yer
he writes always with the utmolt modeity and caution;
he does not impole his own experiences in religion, asf-
abfolutely neceffary to others, but allows a jatitude forf
God’s various ways of dealing wirh diflerent perfons:’

H‘W.
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How carefully does he guard his reader againft miftakes
upon the {everal heads which he hanales? He does not,
as fome have done, Jay down crude and unguarded af-
fertions in one place, ard truft to the attention and
judgment of hisreader for correting them by others laid
down elfewhere: Nay, he was fenfible that not to mif-
lead is much better than to bring back thofe who have
wandred, not to poifon than to adminilter an antidote;
and therefore under every head he pointedly guards
and circumicribes every {ubje(t.

He writes from his own experience: One may eafily
perceive the heart fpeaking out 1ts own experience almoft
in every line, and the author feeling, as well as ander-
ftanding, his matter, At the fame time he difcovers
the greatelt judgment and folidity-in diftinguifhing things
doubtful, * from things certain; and things eflential to
the Chriftian life, from things extrinfick and circomftan.
tial to it; founding nothing upon Chriltian experience,
but what has the countenance of holy fcripture.

Thus we havein this little book, a treatife upon that
fabjedt, whicli of all others is of the greateft importance
¢o 2 Chriftian, written in fuch a manner as equally ex-
alts free grace, and encourages goipel-hclinefs; and
guarded with the greateft exacinels'againft the oppofite
extremes of prefumption and defpondency: A treatife
written with the utmoflt plainnefs, and yet with preat
{olidity and judgment, with all the depth of a knowing
and judieious divine, and the feeling of an experienced
Chriftian, How happy had 1t been for the church, if
none had undertaken to write praétical treatifes without
thefe and the like qualities of this excellentauthor? How
much for the growthof true religion in mens hearts and
lives, if fuch a plain and ufeful treatife as this, were as
warmly recommended, and as carefully ftudied, as o-
thers of a different charadter? This treatife of pra&ical
chriftianity, as ancient as the feriptures, f{hould be
found more ufeful than many marrows of modern divi-
nity, It is in this edition attended with all the advan-
tages that the publifher could think of, to make it both

ufefnl and agreeable to the reader, The Lord himfelf
¢ 2 grant
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grant it may further anfwer its noble end of converting
and confirming fouls, and in all refpeéts yield much fruit
to his honour,

The followins account of the reverend Mr WiLvLiam Gu-
THRIE is faithfylly tranfcribed from that laborious and
worthy divine Mr RoBerT Wonrow, in his biffory
of the fufferings of the Church of Scotland, and is as

follows

R William Guthrie, minifter at Finwick, in the .
{hire of Air, ufed the greateft of freedom and fin-
cerity in his fermons at this time. I am too nearly con-
cerned in this great man, to fay much about him, and
therefore choofe to give this in the words of a worthy
minifter, his contemporary, in his charadter of him.
< In his do&rine, Mr William Guthrie was as full and :
free as any man in Scotland had ever been ; which, to- \
gether with the excellency of his pr:achmg gift, did fo
recommend him to the affetions of people, that they
turned the cornfield of his glebe to a little town, every
one building 2 houfe for his family upon it, that they
mightlive under the drop of his ordinancesand miniftry.”
Indeed the Lord gave himanopportunity tobear a long-
er teftimony againlt the defe®ions of this time, than
moft of his brethren; till at length the malice of the
archbifhop of Glafgow turned him out in the year 1664,
as we may hear., '
Congregational fafts kept,

A good many minifters kept congregational falts ; and
that was all almoft they could do, fince now there was
fcare any opportumties of presbyterial or fynodical ap-
pointments of this nature; and in fome places where
there were diflaffeéted perfons to delate them, miniflers
fuffered not a little for this pratice, and the plainnefs
of their doétrine,

"The other inftance I promifed as to the fufferings of
old minifters this year, is that of the reverend, and fin-
gularly ufeful Mc William Guthrie, minifler of thé gof-

p-s:i
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‘pel at Finwick. This extraordinary perfon I have par-
ricular opportunities to have certainand diftinétaccounts
of. 1 heartily with fome proper hand would give the
rpub]n':l; a jult narrative of this great man’s life, which
"might, I perfuade myfelf, be very ufeful. The broken
‘hiats we have, before the laft edition of his excellent
| Saving Interefl, at Loudon 1705, are lameand indiltind,
rand were writ without the knowledge of his remaining
‘relations, who could have given more juft and larger
yaccounts: I {hall therefore here give the more particu-
.Jar nftory of his {ufferings at the time, and his being

«forced to part with his dear flock.

i He continues longer at his work than many others,

} By the interelt of feveral noblemen and others, to
. whom Mr Guthrie was very dear, he enjoyed a conni-
vance, and was overlooked for a confiderable time, when

 he continued at his Malter’s work, tho’ n his fermons

i he was more than ordinarily free and plain,

| When bifbop Burnet comes to Glafgow, he and fome other

miniflers are attacked.

But foon after Dr Alexander Burnet was brought from
the fee of Aberdeen to that of Glafgow, he and the few
;rematnmg minifters about him were attacked; f{uch as,

'Mr Livingftone at Biggar, Mr M‘Kail at Bothwell Mr
| Gabriel Maxwell at Dundonal, Mr Gabriel Cunningham
.at Dunlop, and Mr-Andrew Hutchefon and Mr William
‘Caltlelaw, minifters at Stewartoun; and perhaps the
 chaacellor’s death about this time, helped to pave the
‘way for the greater feverity againft thefe worthy per-
*fons
| Nothing prevails with the archbifbop to fpare Mr Gutbhrie.

- The archbifhop had beer: addrefled by iome of the
 greateft in the kingdem, in behalf of Mr Guthrie, and
treated them very indifcreetly : By noimportunity would
e fuffer himfelf to be prevailed upon to fpare him any
longer. When means and interceflions could not pre-
vail, Mr Guthrie was warned of the archbithop’s defign
‘againft him, and advifed by per{ons of note, his {riends,
'to {uffer no refiftance to be made to his difpofleffion of
the church and manfe; fince his enemies wanted only

¢ 2 Ttz
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this fora handle to profecute him cnimin :Aly for his zeal’
and faith{ulnefs in the former times: fuch was their {pire
againft this ulzful maw of Ged,

Wednefday, Faly 20th ieptas a congrepational faft mun‘br
his peaple. |
Under the profpet of parting with, his beloved people,.
‘Wednelday the 20th of July this year, was fet apart by
him ror fafting and prayer with his congregation. The
text he preached from Was, Hof. xiit. 9. @ Ifrac!!
-thou haft defiroyed thyfelf.  His fermon was afterwards'
printed very unfairly and indiftinétly, from an uncor-!
reft copy. From that {cripture, with great plamnefsf
and #ffetion, he laid before them their fins, and thofe
of the fand, and of that age; and mdeed the place was
a Bochim.
He preaches next Lord’s day early in the norning, ana
lakes leave of his pesple. |
At the clofe ot that day’s works, he gave intimation;
of fermon upen the next Lord’s day very early, and his
own people and many others met him at the church off
Finwick betwixt four andfive inthe morning, where he’
preached twice to them from the clofe of his laft fext,
But in me is thize belp. And as he ufed upon ordinary:
Sabbaths, he had two fermons and a fhort interval be:
twixt them, and diimifl=d the people before nine in the
morning. Upon this melancholy occalfion, he directed!
them unto the great fountain of help, when the gofpel
and minifters were taken from them; and took his leave;
of them, commending them to this great God, who;
was able to build them up, and help them in the time
-of their need.

No violence ufed againfi the party who came to difpoflefs hin:
His people would willingly have facraficed all that

was dear to them, in defence of the gofepel, and adher-
ing to him. Indeed Mr Guthrie had fome difhiculty to
~get their affedtipn to him fo far moderated, as to keep|
them from vmﬁnt proceedings againft the party who}
came to dilpoflefs him; they would have eff:&ually pre-
vented the church its being declared vacant. and wers.
ready to have refiffed even to blood, firiving againft f
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if they had been permitted. But Mr Gutlirte’s peace-
able difpofition, his great regard to lawful civil authori-
ty, which his prudent forefight of the confequences of
fuch a procedure, both as to the interelts of the gofpel,
his people, and himfeif, made him lay himf{elf out, and
ufe the interefts he had in the people, which was very
reat, to keep the peace; and there was no dilturbance
which could be made a handle of by adverfaries,
With mach diffcalty the archbifhop gets one to intinate bis
Jentence againfl Mr Guthrie,

When the archbifhop of Glafgow refolved upon dif-
poflefling him, he dealt with fcveral of his curares, to
intimate his fentence agamnlt Mv Guthrie, and as ma-
~ny refufed it. There was an awe upon their {pirits,

which{cared them from meddling with this greatman;
befides, they very well knew 1t was an Acticn would
render them for ever odious to the Well country, and
they feared the confequences. At iait he prevailed with
one who was curate of Calder, as I am told, and pro-
mifed him five pounds ftgrling for hus reward : but poor
man ! it was the price of blood, the Linud of fouls, and
neither he nor.his had much {atisfadtion in it.
The curate of Calder intimares it. Fuly 24, inthe churcl

of Finwict.

Upon the 24th of July, this man came with a party
of twelve foldiers to Finwick church on the Lord’s day,
and, by commiflion from the archbithop, difcharged
Mr Guthrie to preach any more at Fawick, declared
the church vacant, and fufpended him trom the exerciiz
of his miniftry,

And to bimfelf in ire viary?,

The commanders of the party and the curate, leaving
the foldiers without, came into the manf{e, or mintter’;
houfe. The beft account I can at this diftance give of
what pafled in the houle, is by inferting a {hort minnte
of this left amonglt the fmall remains of a valvable col-
leftion of papers belenging to Mr Guthrie; which were
taken away, as we {hall afterwards hear, fome years af-
ter this, by violence, and againft ali the rules of cquity,
trom his widow, and fell into the hands of the bithnns.

C 4 TR
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The paper was drawn up at the tune to keep up there.
memberance of this affair, without any defign of it be

ing publifhed, and I give it in its own native and plair
drefs,

The fum of the curate's difcourfe when he came and inti

mated Mr William Gutorie bis fentence of fufpenfron,
with 8r Guthric’s anfwer to him.

An account of what pafled in the manfe.

« T Curate fhewed, that the Bithop and commit-
:ee, after much lerityfhewn tohim for a long time, were
conftrained to pafs the fentence of fufpenfion againft him
for not keeping of prefbyteries and fynods with his bre-
thren, and his unpeaceablenefs in the church; of which
fentence he was appointed to make publick intimation
to him. for which he read his commifflion under the
Archbifhop of Glafgow his hand.”

Mr Guthrie anfwered, *¢ I judge it not convenient to
fay much in anfwer to what you have fpoken: only,
whereas you alledge there hath been much lenity ufed
towards me, be it known vato you that ] take the Lord
for party in that, and thank him for it; yea, I Jook upon
it asa door which God opened to'me for preachingthis
gofpel, which neither you nor any man elfe was able
to fhut, till it was given you of God. And as to that
fentence pafled againft me, I declarebefore thofe gentle-
men {the ofhicers of the party) that I lay no weight up-
onit, asitcomes fromyou, orthofe whofent you; though
I do refpeét the ctvil authority, who by their law laid
the ground for this fentence; and were it not for the
reverence I owe to the civil magiftrate, I would not fur-
ceafe from the exercife of my miniftry for all that fen-
tence. And as to the crimes I am charged with, I did
keep prefbyteries and fynods with -my brethren; but I
do not judge thofe who now fit in thefe to be my breth-
ren, but men who have made defection from the truth
and caufe of God; nor do I judge thofe to be free or
lawful courts of Chrift, that are now fitting. And as
to my unpeaceablenefs, I know 1 am bidden follow peace
with all men, but I knowalfo I 2m bidden follow it with

ho-
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holinefs; and fince I could not obtain peace wil:haqt
prejudice to holinels, 1 thought myfelf obligegl to let it
go, And as for your commiffion, fir, to intimate this
fentence, I heredeclare I think myfelfcalled by the Lord
to the work of the miniftry, and did forfake my near-
eft relations in the world, and give up myfelf to the
fervice of the- goipel in this place, having received an
unanimous call from this parifh, and being tried and
ordained by the prefbytery; and 1 blefs the Lord he
hath giver me fome fuccels, and a feal of my miniftry
upon the fouls and coniciences of not a few that are gope
to heaven, and ot fome that are yet in the way toit, And
now, fir, if you will take it upon you to nterrupt my
work among this people, as I fhall with the Lord may
forgive you the guilt of it, {o 1 cannot but leave all the
bad confequences that follow upon it, betwixt God and
your own confcience. And here I do further declare
before thefe gentlemen, that 1 am {ufpended from my
miniftry for adhering to the covenants and work of God,
from which you and others have apoftatiz’d,

Here the Curate interrupting him, f{aid, * That the
Lord had a work before that covenant had a being, and
that he judged them apoltates who adhered to that co-
venant; and that 2 wifhed thatnot only the Lord would
forgive him (Mr. Guthrie) but, if it were lawful to pray
for the dead, (at which expreflion the foldiers did Jaugh)
that the Lord would forgive the {in of this church theie
hundred years paft.

¢ It is true,” anfwered Mr, Guthrie, ¢ the Lord hac
a work before that covenant bad a being; but it is as
true that it hath been more glorious fince that covenant,
and it is a [mall thing for us to be judged of you in ad-
hering to that covenant, who have fo deeply corrupted
your ways, and feem to refleét on the whole work of re-
formation from Popery thele hundred years palt, by in-
timating that the church had need of pardou for the
fame.

*“ As for you, gentlemen,” added he, dirc&ing him
felf to the foldiers, ¢ I wilh the Lord may pardon yon
for countenuncing of this man in this bufinefs,” One of

then:
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them froffingly replied, ¢ I wifh we never do a greates
fault. Well, ¢ {aid Mr, Guthrie, ¢ a little fin may
damn a manp’s foul ”

Mr. Guthrie’s civilities to tie foldiers.

When this had pafled, Mr. Guthrie called for a glafs
of ale, and craving a blefling himfelf, drank to the
commander of the foldiers, and after they had been
civilly entertained by him, they left the houfe, I havs
it confidentlyreported, that Mr. Guthrie at parting did
fignify to the Curate, that he apprehended fome evident
mark of the Lord’s difpleafure was abiding him, for
what he was now a doing, and feriouily warned him to
prepare for fome firoke a coming upon him very {oon.

The Curate died a little after.,

Mr. Guthie’s reations, .and a worthy old minifter yet
alive when I write this, who was that day at Finwick
with him, from whom I have part of this account, do
rot mind to have heard any thing of this denunciation;
but it might have been without their heartng, fince
none of them were prefent at parting. Whatever be
an this, | am weil affured the Curate never preached
-more after he left Finwick. He came into Glaigow,
and whether he reached Calder, but four miles from tt,
I know not; butin a few days he died 1n great torment
of an illiack paffion, and his wife and children died all
15 a year, or thereby; and none belonging to him were
Jeft: So hazardous a thing it is to meddle with Chrift’s
fent fervants,

The kirk declared vacant. .

Whea they left the manfe, the Curate went into the
church of Finwick with the foldiers his guard, and now
s hearers, and preached to them not a quarter of an
nour, and intimated from the pulpit the Bilhop’s fen-
rence 2gzainlt Mr, Guthrie. No body came to hear him,
but.the party who came with him, and a few children
and boys, whn created him {fome difturbance, but were
chated off by the foldiers.

Nr. Guthrie condinues in the parifl tull Oﬁaéer 1664, -
when he died sn Angus.

r. Guthrie continued in the parifh, but preached no

more
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more in the church, where, asfaras ! canlearn, ther€
was no Curate ever fettled. Upon the 1oth of Odtober
next year, this excellent perfon died in Angus, whither
he went to fettle fome affairs relating to his eftate of
Pitforthy there. Thus by the malice of the Prelates,
this bright and eminznt light of the Weft of Scotland
was put under a buthel, yea extingwihed. '
Mr. William Guthriz dies, Oftober 10.

By this time many of the old Iresbyterian mintliers,
who had feen the glory of the former temple, were got
to their reft. The 1oth day ot O&ober this year,
brought the reverend Mr. W itltam Guthrie to his Fa-
ther’s houfe s 1 fhalf only add the remark made unon
his lamented death, by the worthy minifter his contem-
norary, whom { cited before, when I {poke of hini,
«« This year the Presbyterians in Scotland loft one of
their pilfars, Mr. Willlam Guthrie minifter ot the gol-
pel ‘at Fenwick, one of the molt eloquent, fuccelsinl,
popufar preachers, that ever was in Scotland. He died
a {ufferer, for he was depofed by the Bithop, but in hopes
that one day the Lord would deliver Scatiand from her
thraldom.,” Many others of the old mimfters ot this
church died-about this tine in peace, being taken away
from the evil to come, which was faft coming on in
great meafures, and departed under the folid and firm
hope of a glorious deliverance coming to this poor
church,

A Recommendatory PREFACE by the late Rev, My,
ROBERT TRAILL.

H1S little book, having paft fo many impreffions,
_ both in Scotland and England, within the laft
fifty years, (for it 1s near that time {ince it fArft was
printed) and being commended by the acceptance of
the faints, needeth nothing more, efpecially from fo
obfcure 2 hand, to recommend 1t. But having kaown
the author, I would willingly acquaint the world with
fomewhat of his chacater, after one hint about this
book, I{is to this author we owe the firlt motion of

perfonal
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perfonal covenanting with God. We have heard more,
tar more, of making national covenants for reformatior,
and of church-covenants for mutual gofpel-fellowthip,
than we have feen of the keeping of them, But Mr.
Guthrie firt wrote of perfonal covenanting, as far as
ever I can learn, And that, not till he had confulted
many both minifters and Chriftans. He having-opened

the door, feveral have followed, but nen pafidus equis ;
and by the length and artificial method in their {chemes

of fuch covenants, have put the pradtifers thereof in no
fmall danger of running the matter into a dry formality,
the bane of all holy things. But it 1s plamn that thig
author defign’d nothing in his fhort form of words but
to clofe the a@ of faving faith in Chrift, in fuch exprei-

f10ns as fuit the experience of every believer,
Mr. William Guthrie was the eldelt fon of a country-

gentleman in the fhire of Angus in Scotland, of a good
family, and of a competent eftate. After he had paft
his courfe of philofophy at the Univerfity of St. An-
drews, he went to the New College there, where theo-
logy and Hebrew are taught by feveral profeflors. And
it was then no rare thing, for young gentlemen that
had no defign of engaging themfelves in any of the three
Iearned profeffions, of law, phylic, or divinity, to fpend
fome time at that College. Then, and there, it pleafed
the Lord, who had feparated him from his mother’s
womb, to call him by his grace, by the minifiry of ex-
cellent Mr. Samuel Ruthertord, and this young gentle-
man became one of the firft-fruits of his miniftry at St,
Andrews, His converfion was begun with great terrors
of God on his foul, and was completed with that joy
and peace in believing, that did accompany him thro’
his life.  Upon this blefled change wrought in him, be
did immediately refolve to obey the call of God, -to lerve
him in the miniftry of the gofpel, which was given him
with the Lord’s calling him effectually to grace and
olory. And he did for this end {o difpofe of his out-
ward eftate (of which he was born heir) as not to be
entangled with the affairs of this life.  After fome time

‘pent in Rudy, he was called to preach, and quickly
after
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after was fettled in a congregation in the Welt of Scot-
land, and did fhine in that place, till a few months be-
fore his death, that he was driven away by perfecution,
in 1665. In this place he laboured with great diligence,
and with no lefs fuccefs, as himf{elf owned to the Lord’s
praife, when he faid that there was hardly any under
his charge, but were brought to make a fair profeffion
of godlinefs, and had the worfhip of God in their fami-
fies: And it was well known, that many of them were
{incere, and not a few of them eminent Chriftians, The
love he had to his people, made him fifly refufe all calls
and invitations to Glafgow or Edinburgh, or Stirling,
(where his own coufin, grave Mr. James Guthrie wag
minifter, afterwards Chrift’s faithful martyr, whom I
faw die in and for the Lord, at Edinburgh, Juse if,
1661.) and pleaded much in 2 General Affembly, that
he might have his miniftry in that city, which was ma-
lignant and profane at that time: But all to no purpofe,
In this place, though an obfcure one, but by his mini-
firy, he {pent all his few days. I have heard feveral
judicious minifters and Chriftians obferve this of him,
that, whereas many weorthy minilters have out-lived
their zeal, the vigour of their gifts, and their accep-
tance with the godly, this blefled man rather increafed
in all thefe to the laft.

His {tature was tall and flender, his afpeét grave, His
natural temper was cheerful, witty and facetious, ye:
tempered with gravity becoming 2 minilter of Chrift, I
have feen fomewhat of this rare mixture in him myfelf,
and have heard from many who have had a great inti-
macy with him, that they have admired this in him,
that immediately after his recreations, and fingular fal«
lies of wit and innocent mirch, when called to pray, he
would fpeak to God with that holy awe, and faith, and
love, and life, asif he had come down from the mount.

His gilts were great, firong natural parts, a clear
bead, and a found heart, His voice was of the beit
dort; loud and yet managed with charming cadencies
and elevations. His oratory fingular, and by it he was
malter of the paflions of his hearers. His a&ion in

preaching
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though painful, purfuit, by propofing the chiefeft of
interefls, even the Chrifhian’s great Interelt, to be feri-
oufly pondered and conftantly purfued by thee. Thou
mayelt think it ftrange to fee any thing in print from
my pen, as indeed it is a furprife to myfelt: But ne-
ceflity hath made me for this once to offer fo much vi-
olence to my own inclination, in regard that fome,
without my knowledge, have lately publithed fome 1m-
perfect notes of a few of my {ermons, moft confufedly
caft together, prefixing withal this vain title, as difpleaf-
ing to myfelf as the publilhing of the thing, A cleac
attractive warming beam, &c. Upon this occafion was I
prevailed with to publifh this little piece, wherein I have
purpofely ufed 2 moft homely and plain ftile, left other-
wife (though when I have ftretched myfelf to the ut-
molt, I am below the judicious and more underftand-
ing) 1 fhould be above the reach of the rude and igno-
rant, whofe advantage I have mainly, if not only, con-
fulted : 1 have likewife ftudied brevity in every thing,
fo far as I have conceived it to be confiftent with plain-
nefs and perfpicuity ; knowing that the perfons to whom
1 addrefs myfelf herein, have neither mnch money to
{pend upon books, nor much time to fpare upon read-
ing. If thou be a rigid critic, 1know thou mayeft meet
with feveral things to carp at, yet aflure thyfelf I had
no defign to offend thee, neither will thy fimple appro-
bation fatisfy me; it is thy edification I intend, toge-
ther with the incitements of fome others more expert
and experienced in this excellent fubjec, to handle the
fame at greater length, which I have more briefly
hmnted at, who am,

Thy fervant in the

| ‘work of the gofpel,

- bt L . -
! F =i :‘-‘
[

"WILLIAM GUTHRIE.
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| THE
CHRISTTIAN:

'GREAT INTEREST.

THE

INTRODUCTION.
f INCE there be fo many people, living
‘ under the ordinances, pretending with-

out ground to a fpecial intereft in Chrift,
and to his favour and falvation, as is clear,
 Mat. vii, 22, 23. Many will fay to me in toat
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophefied in thy
name? and in thy name caft out devils! and in
thy name done many wonderful works? And
toen will I profefs unto them, I never knew you ;
depart from me ye that work iniquity. Mat, xxv.
11, 12, Afterward came alfo the other virgins,
faying, Litd, Lord, open to us: But he anfwer-
ed and faid, Verily I [ay unto you, I know yon
not. Luke xiil. 24. Strive to enter 1n at the firait
gate; for many, I fay unto you, will feek to er-
ser-in, and fball not be able. And fince many

wha have good ground of ¢laim to Chrift, are
E v A not
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not eftablifhed in the confidence of his favour,
but remain in the dark, without comfort, hefitat-
ing concerning the reality of godlinefs in them-
felves, and fpeaking little to the commendation
of religion to others, efpecially in the time of
their ftraits; 1 fhall fpgak a little to two things
of greateft concernment. The one is, How a
perfon fhall know if he hath a true and fpecial
intereft in Chrift, and whether be doth lay juft
claim to God’s favour and falvation? The other
is, In cafe a perfon fall fhort in the forefaid
trial, what courfe he fhall take for making

fure God’s friendfhip and falvation to him
felf ?

PART
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P A R T I,

The TRIAL of a SAVING
INTEREST n CHRIST.

How fhall 2 man koow if he hath a true and
fpecial intereft in Chrift, and whether he
hath, or may lay claim Ju{’dy to God’s favour
and falvation?

CHAP L

A man’s intereft in Chrift may be known
It is a matter of the bigheft importance, and
15 to be determined by feripture.

EFORE we fpeak dire@ly to the quefti-
on, we fhall premife fome things to make
way for the anfwer.

Firf}, That a man’s intereft in Chrift, or his
gracious ftate, may be known, and that with
more certainty than people do conjelture; yea,
and the knowledge of it may be more eafily at-
tained unto than many do imagine: For, not
only hath the Lord commanded men to know
their intereft in him, as a thing attainable,

2 Cor, xiti, 5, Examine yourfelves, whether ye
A 2 be
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be in the faith,&c. 2 Pet.i. 1o. Give diligence
to make your calling and eleCtion fure, &c. But
many of the faints have attained unto the clear
perfuafion of their intereft in Chrift, and in God
as their own God; how often do they call him
their God and their Portion, and how perfuaded
1s Paul, T'hat nothing can feparate him from the
fovevof God? Rom., viii. 38, 39. Therefore the
kno ledge of a man’s gracious ftate is attain-
able.

~ Andd this kanowledge of it, which may be at-
tained, is no fancy or bare conceit, but it is moft
fures Doubtlefs thow art our Father, faith the
prophet in name of the church, ifa. Ixiii. 16. It
is clear thus, 1. T'hat can be no fancy, but a very
fure knowledge, which doth yield to a rational
man comfort in moft real ftraits; but fo doth
this, 1 Sam. xxx. 6. Wbhen the people [pake of
flomng David, he encouraged himfelf in the Lord
his God, Pfal. 1ii. 6. he faith there, He will not
be afraid of ten thoufands that rife againf? him,
Compare thefe words with wer. 3. of that Pfalm,
But thou, O Lord, art a fhield for me- my glory,
“and the lifter up of mine head, Pfal. xxvii. 1, 3.
The Lord 15 my light, and my falvation. whom
Shall I fear? The Lord is the ftrength of my life,
of whom fhall [ be afraid? Though an hoff
Should encamp againft me, my beart fhall not
fear ; theugh war fbould rife againft me, in this
will I be confident. 1l That is a fure know-
Jedge of a thing which maketh a wife merchant
{ell all he hath, that he may keep 1t {ure; that

maketh a man forego children, lands, life, and
infter
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~ fufler the fpoiling of all joytully: But {o doth

this, Mat. xiii. 44. Mark x. 28, 29. Heb. x.
24. Rom. v. 3. A&ts v. 41. 1l Thatmult be

a fure and certain knowledge, and no fancy,
whereupon a man voluntarily and freely doth
adventure his foul, when be is {tepping 1 into
~ eternity with this word in his mouth, 1 bis2s all
my defire: But fuch a knowledge is this, 2 Sam.
XXitl, §.

And again, not only may a godly man come
to the fure knowledge of his gracious ftate, but
it is more eafily artainable than many do appre-
hend: For, fuppofing what fhall be afterwards
proved, That a man may know the gracious
work of God’s Spirit in himfelf; if he will but
argue rationally from thence, he fhall be forced
to conclude hisintereft in Chrift, unlefs he deny
clear fcripture-truths, 1 fhall only make ufe of
one here, becaufe we are to {peak more directly
to this afterwards. A godly man may argue
thus, Whofoever receiveth Chrift, are juftly re-
puted the children of God, John1i. 12. But as
many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the fins of Gad; But 1 have received
Chrift all the ways which the word there can
import; for 1 pleafe the device of falvation by
Chrift, 1 agree to the terms, 1 welcome the
offer of Chrift in all his effices. as a King to rule
over me, a Prieft to offer and irrercede for me,
a Prophet 1o teach me; 1 lay out my heart for
him and towards him, refting on him as | am
able: What elfe can be meant by the word re-
ceving? 'Therefore may 1 fay and conclude

A 3 plainly
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plainly and warrantably, 1 am jultly to reckon
myfelf God’s child according to the forefaid
{cripture which cannot fail. |

The fecond thing to be premifed, is, That a
man be favingly in covenant with God, is a mat-
ter of higheft importance, If s bis life, Deut.
xxxil. 47. And yet very few have or feek after
a faving intereft in the covenant, and many
foolifhly think they have fuch a thing without
any folid ground, Mat. vii. ; 4. Few find or walk
in the narrow way. This thould alarm people
to be ferious about the matter, fince it is of fo
great confequence to be in Chrift; and fince
there be but few. that may lay jult claim to him:
And yet many do foolithly fancy an intereft in
him, who are deceived by a falfe confidence, as
the foolith virgins do, Mat, xxv.

'The third thing to be premifed, is, men muft
refolve to be determined by fcripture in this mat-
ter of their intereft in Chrift, The Spirit {peak-
ing in the feripture is judge of all controvetfies,
a. viii. 20, To the law and to the teflimony ; if
they [pear not according to this werd, it is be-
caufe there 15 no hight in them; and of this alfo,
Whether a man be favingly in covenant with
God ornot. Therefore do not mock God whilit
you {eem to fearch after fuch a thing, 1f we
~ prove trom fcripture, which is the uncontroverted

rule, that you are gracious, and have ftricken
covenant favingly with God; then refolve to
grant fo much, and to acquiefce init: And if
the contrary appear, let there be a determina-

tion of the controverfy, elfe you do but mock
the
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the Lord and fo your bands fhall be made firong,
a. xxviil, 22. For, a ot of his word cannot fail,
Mat.v. 18. Therefore feck eye-falve from Chrift -
to judge of things according as the word of God

{hall difcover them to be. *

< HAP Il

Reafons why fo few come to the clear knowledge
of theiwr Intereft in Chrifs,

YHE fourth thing to be premifed, is, Al-
though the matter of a man’s intereft in
Chrift be of fo great importauce, and the way
to attain- to the knowledge of it, fo plainly held
forth in the fcriptures; yet there be but few
who reach the diftin& knowledge of it: And
that this may not difcourage any perfon from
attempting it, I fhall hint fome few reafons,
why fo few come to the ¢lear knowledge of it ;
which will alfo prepare the way for what is to

be {poken afterwards.
"T'he firft thing which doth hinder many from

the knowledge of their intereft in Chrift, is their

ignorance of {ome fpecial principles of religion:
As, 1. That it was free love in God’s bofom, and

nothing in man that moved him to fcnd 2 Savi-
our to perfect the work of redemption. John iii.
16, God fo loved the world, that be gave bis
only begotten Son. Men are flill feeking fome
ground for that bufinefs in themfelves, which
leads away frem fuitable and high apprehenfions

A 4 of
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of the firlt {pring and rife of God’s covenant.
favour to his people, which hath no reafon,
caufe, or motive in us; and {o they cannot come
to the knowledge of their interett.

Il. "T'hey are ignorant how that love doth
effeCtually difcover itfelf to a man’s heart, {o as
he hath ground to lay claim-to 1t, viz, That
ordinarily it doth firft difcover his broken ftate
in himfelf becaufe  of fin and corruption defiling
th¢ whole man, and any thing in him that might
be called a righteoulnels; all thefe things are
lofs and dung, Phil. iii. 6, 7, 8. Secondly 1t dif-
covereth Chrift as the full and fatistying trea-
fure above all things; The man finds a treafure,
for which, with joy he [elleth ail, &c. Mat. xiii,
44, 46. Ihirdly, 1t determineth the beart, and
caufeth it to approach unto a living God in the
ordinances, Pfal. Ixv. 4. Bleffed is the man whom
thou choofeft, and caufeft to approach unto thee,
that he may dwell in thy courts. And caufeth
the heart to wait upon him, and hkim alone,
Plal. Ixii. 5. My foul, wait thou only upon God.
"Thus having dropped in the feed of God in the
heart, and formed Chrift there, Gal. 1v. 19, The
heart is changed and made new in the forefaid
work, Ezek, xxxvi. 26, And God’s law is fo
{tamped upon the heart in that change, Jer.
xxxi, 23. that the whole yoke of Chrift is com-
mended to the man without exception, Rom. vii.
12, 16. The law 15 acknowledged good, holy,
guft, and fpiritual. Upon all which, from that
new principle of life. there flow out adts of a
new life, Gal. v. 6. Lasth worketh by love, Rom.

7. 15,
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vi 18,22, -And the man becometh @ fervant of
righteoufnefs, and unto God: Which doth effec-
tually appear in the {pirituality of worlhip, John
iv. 24. -Rom, vii. 6. Men then ferve God in jpi-
rit and truth; and in the newnefs of the fpirit,
and not 1n the oldnefs of the letter ; and tender-
nefs in all manner of converfation; the man then
exercifeth himfelf how to keep a confcrence void of
offence towards God, and towards man, Alts
xxiv. 16. Now. this way doth the Jove of God
difcover itfelf vato man and adteth on him, fo as
he hath ground of laying fome-good claim to it;
{o as he may jultly think, that the love which
fent a Saviour; had refpeét to fuch a man as hath
found thefe things made out unto him.  Surely
‘1gnorance in this doth hinder many from rhe
knowlege of their intereft in Chrift; for if 4
man know not how God worketh with a perfon,
fo as he may juftly lay claim ta his love, which
was froln eternity, he will wander in the dark,
and not come to the knowledge of an intereit in
him. :
I{I.. Many are alfo ignorant of this, That
God alone is the hope of his people: He is
called the hope of Ifrael, Jer. xiv. 8, Although
inherent qualifications are evidences of it, ver
the {taying of the heart upon himasa full blef-
fing and fatisfying portion, is faith, 1 Pet.i. 21.
The faith and hope muft be in God; and the
only proper condition which giveth right to the
faving blefhings of the covenant, Rom. iv. 5. T
pim that worketh, not but belicveth--fuithis count-
ed for righteoufnefs, ludeed if any perfon take

fiberty
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berty here and turn grace into wantonnefs, there
1s without doubt, in {fo far, a delufion; fince
there 25 mercy with him, upon condition that it
conciliate fear to him, Plal. cxxx, 4. Yea, hard-
ly can eny man, who bath found the forefaid
expreflions of God’s love made out upon him,
make a cloke of the covenant for {inful liberty,
without fome meafure of a fpiritual conflit; in
this refpe&, He that is born of God doth not fin ;
and, be that doth [0 fin, hath not feen God,
1 John iii. 6, 9. I fay, God is the hope of his
people, and not their own holinefs, 1if they
tend honefty, and long ferioufly to be like
anto him; many failings thould not weaken theiz
nope and confidence, for it is in him whe chang-
eth not, Mal, iii. 6. And 1f any man finneth, be
hath an Advocate, 1 John ii. 1. Now, when
men place their hope in any other thing befide
the Lord, it is no wonder they be kept in a
{taggering condition, according to the changes
of the thing which they make the ground of
their hope, fince they give not to God the glo-
ry due to his name, and which he will not give
to another: Compare Pfal. ix. 10. They who
¢now thy name, will put their truft in thee, with
ifa. xlii. 8. My glory will I not give to another :
[ am the Lora, that 15 my name.

1V. Many are ignorant of the different ways
and deprees of God’s working with his people,
and this doth much darken their knowledge and
reflex adls of their intereft in him, This 1gno-
rance runs mainly on three heads. 1. ‘They are

ignorant of the different degrees and ways of
| that
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chat law-work, which ordinarnly dealeth with
men. and of the difterent ways how the Lord
bringeth home people at firlt to Chrift, They
confider not that the jaylor is not kepr an hour
in bondage, Aés xvi. Paul is keot in fulpenfe
three days, Adts ix. Zaccheus not one moment,
Luke xix. II. They are ignorant of, at leaft
they do not confider, how difterent the degrees
of fantification are in the faints, and the ho-
nourable appearings thereof before men in fome;
and the fad blemifhing thereof in others: Some
are very blamelefs and more tree of grofs out-
breakings, adorning their profeflion much, as
Job, Job i. and Zechariah, Luke i. Thefe arz
faid to be perfect and upright, fearing God, and
efchewing evil ; righteous before God, walting
in all the commandments and ordinances of the
Lord, blamelefs: Others were fubjeét to very
grofs and fad evils, as Solomon, Af:r, &e.
111, They arc ignorant of the different commu-
nications of God’s face, and expreflions of his
prefence: Some do walk much in the light of
God’s countenance, and are much in fenfible
tellowthip with him, as David was; others are
all their days kept in bondage through fear of
death, Heb. 11. 15. Surely the ignorance of the
different ways of God’s working and dealing
with his people, doth very much darken the
knowledge of their intereft in him, whilt they
ufually {tint the Lord to one way of working,
which he doth not keep, as we have fhewed
in the former examples.

The fecond thing which doth darken men

aDout
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about their intereft in Chrift, is, There 1s onc
thing or cther, wherein their heart, in fome
refpeét, doth condemn them, as dealing deceit-
fully with God: It is not to be expelted, that
thefe can eome to clearnefs about their mnterett,
whofe heart doth condemn them for keeping up
fome known tranfgreflions againft the Lord,
which they will not let go, neither are ufing the
means which they know to be appointed by
God for delivering them from 1t: Neither can
‘thefe come to clearnefs, who know fome pofi-
tive duty commanded them in their {tations,
which they deceitfully fhift and fhun, nor clof-
ing cheerfully wich it, or not willing to be led
into 1t; thefe are alfo i fome refpedt, con-
demned of their own heart, as the former fort;
and in that cafe it is difficult to come to a di-
{tinét knowledge of their {tate. 1 John i1 z1.
If our heart condemn us not, then have we con-
fidence towards God: 1t is fuppoled there, that
a {elf-condemning heart maketh void a man’s
confidence proportionally before God.
I do not deny but that men may, on good |
orounds, plead an intereft in Chrift, in the cale |
of prevailing iniquity, Pfal. Ixv. 3. Tmiquities ¢
prevail againft me; as for our tranfgrejfiis, |
thou fhalt purge them away, Rom. vil. 23, 24, |
25, [ fee another law in my members, war- §
ring againft the law of my mind, and bring- |
ing me into captivity to the law of fin, which 15
in my members: O wretched man that I am, §
who fhall deliver me from the body of thrs death? §
{ thank Gad through fefus Chrift our Lord; ; Jo i
foen
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S then, with the mind 1 myfelf ferve the law of

fGad ; but wnth the flefh, the law of fin, But it

- is hard to be attained, if at all attainable, when

‘the heart 1s dcahng deceitfully, and entertaining

known guilt 1n a particular: Therefore let pec-

 ple clear themfelves of the particular which they

l

tknow too well. 1t isthe thing which doth meet

.:them, marring their confidence and accefs in all
4 their approaches unto God; fee Judges x. i o—

13. The idolatries of the people are calt up to

t;{thcm by the Lord, and their fuit rejeCted there-

1
:%

ﬁ
i

[

.?upon That which draweth away the hearr firft

“in the morning, and laft at night, Lke an ¢ven
/Je.ezted at mght, and it burneth as a floming g fire
:in the morning, {poken of the WIcked Hofea vil,
‘6. and taketh up their thoughts often on their
ibed; as it is faid of fome, Pfal. xxxvi. 4. He de-
$vifeth mifchief upon bis bed, &c, T hat which
tdoth lead away the heart in time of religious
duty ordinarily, and the remembrance of which
hath power to enliven and quicken rhe fpirits,
more than the remembrance of God, fo as ¢heir
beart 15 after the beart of fome a’etgﬁré le thing,
Ezek, xt. 21. That which withitandeth men
when they would grip the promife, as God caft-
eth up mens fins to them who are meddling with
his covenant, Plal. L 16, 17. What haft thou to
do to declare my [fPatutes, or that thou ﬂ?aula’ﬂ/z‘

take my covenant in thy mouth, &c? Vhat is thh

thing which doth mar the knowledge of a gra-
cious ftate; let it go, and it will be more

ealy to reach the knowledge of an intereflt in
Chrift,
The
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The third thing which hindreth the know.
ledge of an intereft n Chrift, is a fpirit of floth,
and carelefs negligence in many: They complain
that they know not whether they be 1n Chritt or
not: But, as few take pains to be in him; fo
few take pains to try if they be in him, ltisa
work and bufinefs which cannot be done {leep-
ing, 2 Cor. xiil, §. Examine yourfelves, whether
ye bean the faith; prove your own felves: Rnow
ye not your own felves, &c? The feveral words
ufed there, viz. Examune, preve, know, fay that]
there 1s a labour in 1t; Diizgence muft be ufed to
make our calling and eleclion fure, 2 Pet. 1. 10,
It is a bufinefs above flefh and blood ; the Aol
anoirting, which teacheth all things, 1 John i}
20, 27. muft make us know the things freely
grven us of God, 1 Cor. 1. 12, Shall the Lord|
impart a bufinefs of {o great concernment, and}
not fo much as be enquired after to do it for men’?)
Ezek, xxxvi. 37, Be athamed, you who fpend fof
much time in reading romances, in adorning|
your perfons, in hawking and hunting, in con-}
fulting the law anent your outward ftate m the}
werld, and it may be in worfe things than thefe:§
Be afhamed that you {pend fo little time in the§
fearch of this, Whether you be an heir of gloryf
or not; whether you be in the way that leadethf
to heaven, or that way which will land you in§
darknefs for ever.  You who judge this below}
you, and unworthy of your pains, any part orf
minute of your time; 1t is like, in God’s account,§
you have judged yourlelves unworthy of everlaft-§
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ing life, fo as you fhall have no lor with God’s

people in this matter,
~ The feurth thing that doth darken the know-
' Jedge of an intereft in Chrift, is, men do not
- condefcend upon what would fatisfy them; they
- complain that God will not{hew unto them what
" he is about to do with them; but canzot yet fay
. they know what would fatisfy anent his purpofe,
- This is a fad thing, Shall we think thofe are
{erious who bave never, as yet, picched on what
- would fatisfy them, nor are making earpeft en-
quiry after what thould fatisfy ? 1f the Lord had
left us 1o the dark in that matter, we were lefs
inexcufable: But fince the grounds of fatisfaéti-
on and the true marks of an intereft in Chrift,
are fo clear and trequent in {cripture, and fo
many things written, that our foy may be full,
1 Joln 1. r14. And that thefe who believe may
know that they bave eternal life, 1 John v. 13,
And fince he that beheveth hath a witrefs of if
m himfelf, + Johnv. io. None can pretend ex-
cule here: We may not here infit t¢ thew what
may and fhould fatisfy anent our intereft, fince
we are to {peak direttly to it afterwards.

The fifth thing that helpeth much to keen
men in the dark anent their intereft in Chuiii, i
they pitch upon fome mutable grounds, w chich
are not {o appofite proofs of the truth of en in
tereft in Chrift, as of the combortable thare of 3
trinmphing foul failing before the wind; and
marks, which 1 grant are precious 1o t! }ermelws
and do make out an intereft c!&.uy where they
are; vet they are fuch, 25 wirnout whichian in-

tereft

-
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tereft in Chrift may be, and be known alfoin a
good meafure: We {hall rouch a few of them,
I, Some think that all who have a true inie-
reft in him, are above the prevailing power of
every fin; but this is contrary te that of Pfal, Ixv.
3. Imigutes prevail againft me, as for our tranf-
greffions, theu fbalt purge them away. Where
we find that holy man laying jult claim to par-
don, in the cafe of prevailing iniquity: And that
of Rom. vil. 23, 24, 25. Where Paul thanketh

Ged through Chrifl, as freed from the conilemna-
tion of the law, even whilff a law in bis members

leadeth captive unto fin.
11. Some think that all true faints have con-

ftantly accefs unto, God in prayer, and fenfible
returns of prayer at atl times; but thisis contra-
ry to the many fad exercifes of his people, com-
plaining often that they are not heard nor re-
garded of God, Pfal. xiil. ¥. How long wilt thou
Sorget me, O Lord, for ever? How long wilt thou
bide thy face from me? Pfal. xxii. 1, 2. My God,
my God, why baft thou forfaken me? Why art
thou fo far from belping me, and from the words
of my roaring? Q my Ged, I cryin the day-time,
but thoy hearef} not ; and in the night-feafon, and

am ot filent,
{11, Some think that all who have any true

intereft in him, have God witnefling the fame
unto them by a high operation of that witnefl~
ing Spirit of his fpoken of Rom. viil. 6. Lhe
Spirit it felf beareth witnefs with our Spirit, that
wwe arethe children of God. Whereof afterwards:

And fo they ftill fufpeé their own intereft in
Chnift,
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Chrift, beeaufe of the want of this; but they
do not remember that they muft firft believe and
give credit to that Record, which God hath gi-

ven of the Son, that there 1s life enough én him
for men, 1 John v. 10, 11. And then look for
the feal and witnefs of the Spirit, Eph.1. 13, 7z
whom after ye believed, ye were fealed with the
holy Spirit of promife, &c. As long as people hold
faft thefe principles and the like, they can hard-
Iy come to the knowledge of their gracious ftate,
which God hath warranted people to prove and
clear up to themielves, otherways than by thefe

forefaid thingg. ~

CHAUP IL

Some miftakes concerning an intereft in Chrif? re-
roved,

HE fifth thing to be premifed, is, The

removal of fome miftakes whereinto peo-

ple may readily run themielves, when they are
about to prove their intereft in Chriit.

As, 1. Itis a miltake to think, thatevery
one who is in Chrift, doth know that heis in
him; for many are truly gracious, and have a
good title to-eternal life, who do not know fo
much, until it be made out afterwards, 1 John
V. 13. Thefe things are written to behevers, that
they may know they have a true title to eternal
fife; that is, that they may kmow:they are

- B ~ be-
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believers, and fo it is foppofed they knew i
not before, |

I1. Itis 2 miftake to think, that all who come
to the knowledge of - their intereft in Chrift do
attain an equal certainty about the fame: One
may fay, He is perfuaded nothing prefent or to
come can feparate hum from the love of God, Rom,
viii. 38. Another cometh but this length, I be-
lieve, belp my unbelief, Mark ix. 24.

111 1t is a miftake to thisk, that every one
who attaineth a {trong perfuafion of his intereft,
doth always hold there; for he who to day may
fay of the Lord, He is his refuge, Pfal. xci. 2.
and his portion, cxix. 57. Will at another time
fay, Heiscut off, Pfal. xxxi. 22, and will afk if
the truth of God’s promife doth fail for evermore?
Pfal, Ixxvii. 7, 8, 9.

1V. 1t is alfo 2 miftake to think, that every
one who doth attain a good knowledge of their
gracious ftate, can formally anfwer all objetions
made to the contrary; but yet they may hold
faft the conclufion, and fay, 7 fnow whem I have
believed, 2 Tim.1, 12. There be few grounds
of the Chriftian religion, whereof many people
are fo perfuaded, as that they are able to maintain
them formally againft all acguments brought tc
the contrary, and yet they may and will hold the
conclufion {tedfaftly and juftly: So it is m thi
cafe in hand,

V. ltis no lefs a mtftake to imagine. that the
vain, groundlefs confidence, which many pro
fane ignorant Atheifts do maintain, 15 this know

ledge of an intereft in Chrift, which we plea
R
J 2L
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for; many do tallly avow him 2o be thesr Father,
John viii. 41. and many look for heaven, who
will be beguiled with thofe foolifh wirgins; Mat.
xxv., 12, yet We muit not think becaufe of this,
that all knowledge of an intereft is a delufion and
fancy, although thefe fools be deceived; for
whilft thoufands are deluded, fome can fay on
good and folid grounds, We know that we are of
God, and that the whole world lieth in wicked-

nefs, 1 John v. 19,

CHAZPDP IV

The ways by which the Lord draweth fome to
Chrft without a fenfible preparatory luw-werk,

YT Y AVING premifed thefe things, it now

followeth that we give fome marks by
which 2 man may know if he be favingly in cove-
nant with Ged, and hath a fpecial mtereft in
Chrift {foas he may warrantably lay claim to God’s
favour and falvation. We thall only pitch upen
two great and principal marks, not willing to
trouble people with many.

But before we fall upon thefe, we will fpeak
of a preparatory work of the law, whereof the
Lord doth ordinarily make ufe to prepare his
own way in mens fouls, 'This may have its own
weight, asa mark with fome perfons, 1t is cal-
led, The work of the law, or, the work of hu-
mihation. It hath fome proportion to that fpirit
of bondage, Rom. viii. 1§. And doth now undgr

B 2 the
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the New Teftament an{wer unto it, and ufually
leadeth on to the fpirit of adyption.

Only here let it be remembred, 1. That we
are not to fpeak of this preparatory work of the
law, as a negative mark of a true intereft in Chrift,
as If none might lay claim to God’s favour, who
hath not had this preparatory work in the, feve-
ral fteps of it, as we are to {peak of it; for, as
we fhall hear, the Lord doth not always keep
that path with men, 2. The great reafon why
we {peak of it, is, becaufc the Lord dealeth with
many, whom he doth effectually call, by fome
fuch preparatory work: And to thofe, who have
been {o dealt with, it may prove {trengthning,
ard will confirm them in laying the more weight
on the marks which follow.. 3. It may help to
encourage others, who are under fuch bendage
of fpirit, as a good prognofltick of a gracious
work to follow: Far, as we fhall circum{lanti-
ate it, itwill be rarely found to mifcarry and fail
of a gracious iffae. 4. Where God ufeth fuch
a preparatory work, he doth not keep one way
or meafure in it, as we {hall hear.

For the more. diftinét handling of this prepa-
ratory work, we fhall-thortly hint the moft or-
dinary ways, by which the Lord leadeth peopie
in unto the covenant favingly, and draweth them
unto Chrift, .

Firft. There are fome called from the womb,
as Jobn the Baptift was, Lukei. 41,44. m their
vcry young- years, before they can be deeply

ngared adtively in Satan’s ways, as dimothy,

2 Fim. il 15 It cannot be fuppefed that thofe
f’!-q"lf'"'
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have fuch a preparatory work as we are to {peak
of: And becaufe {fome perfons may pretend to
this way of efletual calling we cffer thefe marks
of 1, whereby thoie whohave been fo called may
be confirmed,

1. Such ufe from their childho~d to be kep:
free of ordinary pollutions, wherewith children.
vfually are defiled; as {wearing, lying, mocking
of religion and religious perfons, @c. Thofe
whom God calleth eftetually, he fanctifieth them
from the time of that effetual calling: Sz can-
not have dominion ever them, as over others, be-
caufe they are under grace, Rom. vi. 14

11. Religien 15, as it were, natural to them;
1 mean, they need not be much prefled to reli-
gious duties, even when they are but children;
they run willingly that way, becaule there is an
inward principle of love conffraining them, 2 Cor.
v. 14. fo as they wyield themfelves fervants of
righteoufnefs, without outward confiraint, Rom.
VL. 16, "

111. Although {uch know not when they were
firlt acquainted with God, yet they have after-
wards fach exercifes of fpirit befailing, as the
faints in {eriprure, of whofe firft converfion we
hear not, do fpeak of. They are {hut out from
God, upon fome occafion now and then, and are
admitted to come nearer again to their appre-
henfion: Their heart is alfo further broken up
by the ordinances, as is faid of Lydia, A&s xvi.
'4. And ordinarily they do remember, when
{ome fpecial bit of religion and duty, or when

fome fin, of which they were not teking notice
B 3 belore,
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before, was difcovered to them. They who ¢an
apply thefe things to themfelves, have much to
fay for their effectual calling from their youth.

Secondly. Some are brought in to Chnift in 2
fovereign gofpel-way, when the Lord, by fome
few words of love {wallowing up any law-work,
quickly taketh a perfon prifoner at the firft, as
he did Zaccheus, Luke 19. and others, who up-
on a word fpoken by Chrift, did leave all and fol-
low him; and we hear no noife of a law work
dealing with them befere they clofe with Chrift
Jefus,

And becaufe fome may pretend to this way of
calling, we fhall touch fome things moft remark-
able in that tranfa®ion with Zaccheus, for their
cleating and confirmacion. 1. He had fome de-
fire to fee Chrift, and fuch a defire, as made him
wave that which fome would have judged pru-
dence and difcretion, whilft he ¢limbeth up upon
a tree that he might fee him. 2. Chrift {pake
to his heart, and that word took fuch hold upon
him, that prefently with joy he did accept of
Chrift’s offer, and clofeth with Chrift 2s Lord,
whillt few of any note were following him. 3.
Upon this his heart doth open to the poor, al-
though, it feems, he was a covetous man before,
4. He hath a due imprefiion of his former ways,
evidencing his refpeé to Moles his law, and
this he doth fignify before all the company then
prefent, mot caring to {hame himlielf in fuch
things as probably were notour to the world.
5. Upon all thefe things, Chrift confirmeth and

ratificth the bargain by his word ; recommend-
Bl
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ing to him that onenefs of intereft, which be-
hoved to be between him and the faints, and the
thoughts of his own loft condition, if Chrift had
not come and fought him, and found him: All
which are clear, Luke xix. 3,10,

We grant the Lord calleth fome {o and if any
can lay claim to the fpecial things we have now
hinted, they have a good confirmation of God’s
dealing with them, from that {cripture; neither
are they to vex themfelves becaufe of the want
of a diftin& preparatory law-work, if their heart
hath yielded unto Chrift; for a law work is not
defirable, except for this end. Therefore Chrift
doth offer himfelt diretly in the fcripture, and
people are mvited to come to him: Andalthough
many will not come to him who 1s the cautioner,
until the fpirit of bondage diftrefs them for their
debt ; yet it any, upon the knowledge of their
foft eftate, would flee and yield to Chrift, none
might warrantably prefs a law work upon them,

As for others, whom Chrift prefuaded by a
word to follow him; whatloever he did, or how-
foever he fpake to them at his firft meeting with
them we muft rationally fuppofe, that then he
difcovered fo much of their own neceflity, and
his own fulnefs and excellency to them asmade
them quit all and run after him: And if he do
fo to any, we crave nomore, fince there 1s room
enough there for the phyfician.

So that from allthis, as fome may be confirm-
ed and ftrengthned, with whom God hath fo
dealt; fo thereis no ground nor occafion for de-
luded fouls to flatter themfelves in their condit-

B4 00,
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on, who remain ignorant and fenfelefs of their
own miferies and Chrift’sall-{ufliciency, and hold
faft deceit,

1hirdly, There are fome brought in to Chnift
in a way -yet more declarative of his free grace;
and this is, when he eftetually calleth men at
the hour of death. We find fomewhat recorded
of this way in that pregnant example of the #hef
on the crofs, Luke xxiii. 3943, Although
this feems not very pertinent for the purpofe in
hand; yet we fhall fpeak a litde of it, that on
the one hand men may be fparing to judge and
pafs {fentence upon either themfelves or others,
before the laft gafp. And we {hall {o circum-
{tantiate it, that on the other hand none may
dare to delay fo great a bufinefs to the faft hour
of their life.

We find thefe things remarkable in that bufi-
nefs between Chrift and the thief. 1. The
man falleth at odds with his former companion.
2. He dareth not fpeak a wrong word of, God,
whofe hand is on him, bur juftifieth him in all
that is befallen him. 3. He now feeth Jefus
Chrift perfecuted by the world, without a caule,
and moft injurioufly. 4. He difcovereth Chriit
to bea Lordand a King, whilft enemies feem to
have him at under. 5. He believeth a being of
glory after death {o really, that he preferreth a
portion of it to the prefent fafety of his bodily
fite, which he knew Chrift was able to grant to
nim at that ime, and he might have chofen that
with the other thief, 6. Although he was much
sbafed in himfelf, and {o humbled, that he plead-

cd
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ed but that Chrift would remember him, yet he
was nobly daring to throw himielt vpon the co-
venant, on life and death; and he had {fo much
faith of Chrift’s all-fufliciency, that he judged a
fimple remembrance from Chrifl, would fausty-
ingly do his bufinefs. 7. He acquielced fweetly
in the word which Chrift fpake to him, for the
ground of his comfort. All which are very clear
in the cafe of that poor dying man, and do prove
a very real work of Ged uwpon his heart,

As this example may encourage {cme to wait
for good from God, who cannot as yet lay cleer
claim to any gracicus werk of his dpirit; fo we
obteft all, as they iove their {ouls, net o delay
their foul-bufinefs, hopiig for fuch a cait of
Chrift’s hand in the ead, as tco many do; this
being a rare miracle of mercy, with the glory
whereof Chrift did honourably uiumph over the
ignominy of his crofs; a parallel of which we
fhall hardly find in all the {cripture befide. Yea,
as there be few at 2li faved, Mat. zx. 6. MMany
be called, but few chofen; and molt few faved
this way; fo the Lord hath peremptorily threat-
ened to Jaugh at their calamity, and not to hear
the cry of fuch as mocked formerly at his re-
proof, and would not hear when he calied to
them, Prov. 1. 24, 25, 26. Becaufe I bave called,
and ye refufed; I have firctched cut my band,
and no man regarded ; but ye bave fei af noughi
all my counfel, and would noxe of my reproof : !
alfo will laugh at your calamaty, b wiil moct
when your fear cometh, Which feriprure, al-
‘nough it doth ngt fhut merey’s coor upon apy,

B who
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who at the heur of death do fincerely judge
themfelves, and flee to Chridl, as this penitent
thiet did; yert it is certain, it implieth that very
few, who fit the offer until then, are honcured
with repentanee as he was; and fo their cry, as
not being fincere and of the right {tamp, fhall

not be heard.

CHAP WV

The work of the law by which the Lord prepares
his way into mens fouls ; which is either more

violent and fudden, or mere calm and gradual.

HE fourth and moft ordinary way by
which many sre brought in to Chrift, is
by a clear and difcernible work of the law, and
humiliation, which we ordinarily call the fpirit
of bondage, as was hinted before. We do not
inean that every one, whofe con{cience 18 wak-
ened with {in and fear of wrath, doth really clofe
with Chrift; the contrary doth appear in Caig,
Saul, Judas, &c. But there is a convition of
{in, a wakening of conicience, and work of hu-
miliaticn, which, as we fhall circumftantiate i,
doth rarely mifcarry or fail of a gracinus iffue,
but ordinarily doth refolve into the fprit of a-
deption, and a gracious work of God’s Spirit.
And becaufe the Lord dezleth with many fin-
ners this way, and we find that many are much
puzzled about the giving judgment of this law-
work, we fhali fpeak of it particularlv,

T his
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This work is either more violent and fudden-

Iy cxpede, or 1t 1smore {fober and lent, prorrac-
ted through a greater length of time, and {o as
the {teps of it are very difcernible. It is more
violent in fome, as in the Jaylor, Paul, and fome
other converts in the book of the A&;s of the
Apoftles, on whom Chrift did break inat an in-
ftant, and fell on them as with fire and fword,
and led them captive terribly; and becavfe fome
great legal fhakings are deceitful, and turn to
nothing, if not worle; we thall pomne ar fome
things remarkable in thefe converts fpcken of
before, which did prove the work of the law on
them, to have had a gracieus iflue and refulr, I.
Some word of truth or difpenfation, patteth the
perfon to a dreadful ftand, with a grear ftir in
the foul: Some are pricked 1n heurt, Adksit. 37,
Some fall o trembling, Adts xvi. 29. And this
is fuch a {tir, that the perfon is bronght to his
wits end: What wilt thou have me iz do? {aith
PEHL Alsix. 6, What ngﬂ I dotole faq;gdf
faith the Jaylor, Adts xvi. 30. 11, "The perfon
is content to have talvation and God’s friendfhip
on any terms, as the queftions do mport, What
fhall I 40?7 Asif he had faid, What would I nor
do? What would I not forego? Whit would §
not undergo? 1L The perfon accepteth the
condition cftered by Chrift and his {ervants, as
15 clear from the torecited feriptures. 1V, The
perfon prefent'y becometh of qne intereft with
the faints, joining himfelf with thar perfecuted
fociety, putting refpe& on thofe whom he had
formerly perfecured, joinirg and continuing with
then
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them in the profeflion of Chrift on all hazards.
Thoefe with whom the Lord hath fo dezlt, have
much to fay for a gracious work of (God’s dpi-
rit in them; and it is like, many of them can
date their work from fuch a parucular time and
word, or difpenfation, and can give fome ac-
count of what paft berween God and them, and
of a fenfible change following in them from that
rime forward; as Paul giveth a good account of
the work and way of God with him afterwards,
Adts xxil,

Again, the Lord {fometimes carryeth on this
work more calmly, {oftly and lently, protralting
it {o, as the feveral fteps of mens exercife under
it are very dicernible. It would draw a great
length to enlarge every {tep of it; we fhall touch
the moft obfervable things in it.

‘1. The Lord layeth fiege to men, who, it may
be, have often retufed to yield to him, oftering
himfelf 1n the ordinances; and by fome word
preached, read, or born in on the mind, or by
fome providence leading 1 uato the word, he.
doth affauli the boufe kept peaceably by the ftrong
man the devil, and thus Chnift, who 1s the
flronser Man, cometh upon bun, Luke xi, 22.
And. by the dpirit of Truth, doth faften the
Word on the man, ia which God’s curfe 1s de-
nounced againit fuch and fuch fins, whereof the
man knoweth himfelf guilty.  1he Spirit con-
vinceth the man, and bindeth it apon him, that
he is the fame perfon againft whom the word of
God doth fpeak, becaule he i s0uty of foch
fing; and from {ome fins the manis led on to feg

more
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more, until ordinarily he come to iee the fins of
his youth, {ins of omiffion, &c. Yea heisled on
antil he fee himfelf guilty almoft of the breach of
the whole law; he {eeth innumerable evils com-
paffing bim, as David {peaketh in a fit of exercife,
Pfal. 1. 12. A man fometimes will fee ugly fights
of fin in this cafe, and is fharp-fighted to reckon
a fibnefs to every fin almoft. Thus the Spirit
convinceth of fin, John xv1. 8. |
11, The Lord fhaketh a fpecial firong hold
in the garrifon, a refuge of hes, to which the
man betaketh himfelf when his {ins are thus dif-
covered to him. The poor man pretendeth to
faith in Chrift, whereby he thinks his burden is
taken off him, as the Pharifees faid, John v,
41, We have one Father, even God. "They pre-
tend to a fpecial relation to Ged as a common
Lord. The Spirit of God beats tlie man from
this by the truth of the {cripture, proving that,
he hath no true faith, and fo no intereft in
Chrift, nor any true faving grace; fhewing clear
differences between true grace and the counter-
feit fancies which the man hath in him; and be-
tween him and the truly godly, as Chrift la-
boured to do to thofe in John wiil. 4z, 44. Jf
God were your father, ye would love me. Te are

of the devtl, for ye do the lufis of luch a fatbher.
So, lear furprifeth the bypocrite in heart, Ifa.
xxxil. i 4. efpecially when the Lord difcovereth
to him conditions in many of thele promifes,
wherein he tufted moft, not ealily attainable;
he now feeth grace and faith another thing than
once he judged them to be.  We may, in fome

refpedt
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refpet apply that word here, The Spirit convin-
ceth him of fin, becaufe he hath not believed on the
Son: He 1s particolarly convinced of unbelief,
jJohn xvi. 9. He feeth now a huge diftance be-
tween himfelf and the godly, who he thought
before out-{tripped him only in fome unnecefla-
1y, proud, hateful precifenefs; he now feeth
himfelf deluded and in the broad way with the
perithing multitude; and fo, in this fight of his
mifery, coucheth down under his own burden,
which, before this time, he thought Chrift did
bear for him; he now beginneth to fcar at the
promifes, becaufe of that and fuch other words,
What haft thou to do to take my covenant in thy
mouth, &c.? Pfal. L. 16.

111. The man becometh careful about his fal-
vation, and beginneth to take it to heart, as the
one thing neceffary; he 1s brought to this with
the jaylor, Ads xvi. 30. What fhall X do to be
faved? His falvation becometh the leading thing
with him: It was leaft in his thoughts before,
but now it prevaileth, and other thingsare much
mifregarded by him. Since his foul is ready to
perith, What fball it profit him to gain the weorld,
1f be lofe bis foul? Mat. xvi. 26. Some here are
much puzzied with the thoughts of an irrevoc
able decree to their prejudice, and with the fears
of uncertain death, which may attach them be-
fore they get matters put to 2 point; and fome
are vexed with apprehenfions thart they are guila
ty of the fin againft the Holy Ghoft, which is
unpardcnable and {o are driven a dangerous
length, Satan ftill cafting up to them many fad

eXxe
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examples of people, who have dolefully put an
end to their own exercife: But they are in the
hand of one, who &noweth bow to fuccour them
that are tempted, Heb. 1. 18. |
i1V. When a man is thus in hazard of mifcar-
rying, the Lord ufeth a work of preventing mer-
cy towards him, quietly and under hand fupport-
ing him; and this is by bearing in upon his mind
the poflibility of his falvation, leading theman to
the remembrance of pregnant proofs of God’s
free ard rich grace, pardoning grofs tranfgrefi:-
ons, fuch as Manaffeh, who was a bloody ido-
latrous man, and had correipondence with the
devil, aad yet obtained mercy, 2 Chron. xxwii.
12, 13. and other feriptures bearing offers of
grace and favours indifferently to all who will
yield to Chrift, whatfoever they have been for-
merly; f{o as the man 1s brought again to this,
What fball 1 do to he faved? Which doth fup-
pofe, that he apprehendeth a poffibility of being
faved, elfe he would not propound the queltion.
He applieth that or the like word to himfelf, 1¢
may be, ye fball be hidin the day of the Lird’s
dAnger, Zeph. 2. 3. He findeth nothing exclud-
ing bim from mercy now, if he have a heart for
the thing. Although here, it may be, the man
doth not perceive, that it is the Lord who up-
holdeth, yet afterwards he can tell, That when
res foot was flipping, God’s mercy beld bimup;
as Pfal. xciv, 17, 18, the Plalmift fpeaketh in a-
nother cafe, And he will afterwards fay, When
he was as a beaft, and a foo! in maay refpedis,
God held him by the hand, Pfal, axiil, 22, 22.
V. Thele
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V. After this difcovery of a pofibility to b
faved, there is 2 work of defire quickened'in the
foul; which is clear in that fame expreflion,
What fhall 1 do to be faved? But fometimes this
defire is arted amifs, whillt it goeth out thus,
What fhall 1 do that 1 may work the works of
God? John vi, 28, In which cafe, the man for-
merly perplexed with fear and care about his
{alvation, would be at fome work of his own to
extricate himfelf; and here he fuddenly refoly-
ed to do all that i1s commanded, and to forego
every evil way (yver much mifkening Chrift Je-
fus) and {fo beginning to take courage to himfelf
again, effablifbing bis cwn righteoufnefs, but not
Jubmiting unto the righteoufnefs of God, Rom. x,
2. Whereupon the Lord maketh a new affault
on him, intending the difcovery of his ablolute-
ly broken ftate in himfelf, and fo room may be
made for the cautioner; as Jofhua did to the
people, when he found them fo bold in their
undertakings, Jofhua xxiv. 18, 19. You cannot

ferve the Lord, faith he, for be is a holy God, a
Jealous God, &c. ln this new affault the Lord,
1. Bends up again{t the man, the fpirituality of
the jaw; the commandment cometh with a new
change in the {piritnal meaning of it, Rom. vii.
9. The law came, faith Paul, viz. in the {pirit-
ual meaning of it; Paul had never feen fuch a
ficht of the law before. 2. God moft holly
doth loofe the reftraining bonds, which he had
Jaid upon the-man’s corruption, and fuffereth it
not only to boil and fwell within, but to threaten

to break out in all the outward members, Thus
- n
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iin groweth bold, and kicketh at the law, be-
coming exceeding finful, Rom. vii. 8, 9. But
fin taking cccafion by toe commandment, wrought
i me all manner of concupifeence; for without
the law fin was dead ; for I was alive without
she law once; but when the commandment came,
fin revived, and 1 died.  Was then that which
15 good, made fin untome? God forbid: But fin,
that it might appear fin, working death n me
by that which is good ; that fin by the command-
“ment might become exceeding finful. 3. The
‘Lord doth difcover to the man, more now than
‘ever before, the uncleannefs of his righteouf-
.nefs, and what fpots are in his beft things.
“Thefe chings kill the man, and %e dreth in his
-own conceit, Rom. vii, 9. and defpaireth of re-
dief in himfelf, if it come not from anocther art.
*  VI. After many ups and downs here, ordi-
‘marily, the man refolveth fome retirement; he
-defireth to be alone. he cannot keep cot pany
-as before; like thofe who in a befieged city,
iwhen they {ee they cannot hold out, and would
sbe glad of any pood condition from t: e befieg-
:ing enemy, they go to a conncil, :hat they may
refolve {fomewhat, So the man here retireth,
that he may fpeak with himfelf. This is like
that commumng with our own beart, Plal. iv. 4.
‘Thus God leading to the wildernefs, that he
may [reak to the bearf, Hol 1. 14. When the
erfon 1s retired, the thouphts of heart, which
ere {cattered in former fteps of the exercife,
o more obfervably throng in here. We fhali

ccuce them into this methed, 1. The manm .
G thinks
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thinks of his unhappy folly, in bearicg arm;
againft God; and here there be large thoughis
of former ways, with a bluthing countenancc,
and {elf-loathing, Ezek. xxxvi. 3¢, Then fhall
ye remember your cwn evil ways mzd your dorugs
that were not good, and fhall lothe yourfetves i
your own ﬁfbt &c. like that of Pfal . 3. His
fin is ever before him. 2. Then he remember-
eth how fair opportunities of yielding to God
“he hath bafely loft; his {pirit is like to faint
when he remembereth that, as is faid in ano-
ther cafe, Pfal. xlii. 4, 5, 6. When I remember
thefe things, I pour out my foul in me. Why art
thou caft dewn; O my /&ul > Why art thou dif-
gmeted in me?—O my God, my foul is caf? down
awithin me?—3. He now thinks of many Chrif-
tians, whom he mocked and def plfed in his heart,
perfuading himfelf now that they are happy, as
haying chofen the, better part; he thinks of
the COI]dltl()n of thofe who wait on Chrift, as
the Queen of Sheba did of Solomon’s fervants:
Happy are thy fervants, faith fhe, who ftand
continually before thee. and that hear tby 'wzf
dom, © Kinps x. 8 Bleﬁd are they that dwell in
thy houfe. &c. Plal. Ixxxiv. 4. He wifheth to be
nr‘* of the meanelt who have any relation to
God, as the prodigal {on doth {peak, he would
be as one of the father’s hired fervants, Luke
7, Iy, 4. Lhen he calleth to mind the
good report that is gone abroad of God, accord-
ing to that teftimony, ]onah iv. 2. The prophet
knew that God was @ graciens God and mere:

ful Jlow to anger, and of greas, kindnefs, &
The
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*The free 2nd large promifes and offers of grace
come 1n here; and the glorious practices which
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