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TO THE

MAYOR OF NORWICH.

We, the under-signed, hereby request the favour of your convening a
General Meeting of the Inhabilants of this City, at sucl a lime as may
suit your convenicnce, in order o consider {he propricly of pelitioning
Parliament fo carry inlo effect the Resolutions passed in the last Sessions
of the House of Commons, on the subject of Colonial Slavery.

JOHN MORSE W. F. DRAKE, Clk.
JOHN HARVEY JOUN GRAND
R.J. HARVEY JOSLPH GURNEY
J.E.SMITH JOHN TAYLOR

R. D.SQUIRE JOSEPI GELDART
ROBERT HAWKES WM. YOUNGMAN
N. BOLINGBROKE J.J. GURNEY
WM. BURT T. BRIGHTWELL
GEORGE S. KETT J. BOWMAN, Clk.

JEREMIAIM 1VES

In compliance with the above very respectable Requisition, I hereby
appoint a Meeting of the Inhabilants of this Cily to be held al One
o’clock precisely, on Fednesday next, the 98th instant, at the Guildhall,

J. S. PATTESON, Mayor.
Sword-Room, 22d Jan. 1824,

RESOLUTIONS.

1s¢.—That this Meeting feels the highest satisfaction in considering
the following Resolutions, on the subject of Negro Slavery, passed
by the House of Commons in the last Session of Parliament.

Frst.—That it is expedient to adopt effectual and decisive men-
sures for ameliorating the condition of the Slave Population in his
Majesty’s Colonies.

SecoNp.—That through a determined and persevering, but judicious
and temperale enforcement of such measures, this House looks for-
ward to a progressive improvement in the character of the Slave
Population, such as may prepare them for a participation in thosc
civil rights and privileges which are enjoyed by other classes of his
DMajesty’s Subjects,



RESOLUTIONS. it

Tuinp.—That tlis Iouse is anxious for Uie accomplishment of this
purpose at the carliest period that may be compatible with the well-
heing of the Slaves, with the safety of the Colonics, and with a fair
and cquitable consideration of the interests of all parties concerned
therein.

Fourtr.—That these Rtesolutions be laid before hig Majesty.

9d.—That this Meeting considers it an additional cause of satis-
fuction, that the institution and arrangement of the measures neces-
sary for eflecting the great objects expressed in the Resolutions of
the House of Commons, should have been undertaken by the Exe-
cutive Administration of the country.

9d.——That on account of the difficultics which hinder the atfainment
of these objects, it appears to this Mecting necessary, that the people
should express their continued interest in them; and by their Peti-
tions to Parliament endeavour to strengthen the hands of Government
in the prosccution of this good work,

4th.—That a Petitionbe therefore presented without delay from the
Inhabitants of this City to the House of Commons, that they would
carry into effect, in such a manner-as they may deem most wise and
salutary, and as speedi'y as under the circumstances is possible, their
late Resolutions on the subject of Colonial Slavery; aud that the
Members of the City be requested to present it.

5th.—That a Subscription be now entered into in order {o defray
the expences attendant on this measure.

6th.~-That these Resolutions, with the Petition, be printed in the
Norwich Newspapers.

PETITION.
To the Honourable the ITouse of Commions of Greal Britutn and
Ircland, in Parliament asscmbled.

We, the Inhabitants of the City and County of Norwich, consider it
our duty to express the cordial satisfaction which we entertain in the
Resolutions proposed during your last Scssion by his Majesty's
Scecretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and unanimously agreed to
by your Honourable ITouse, on the subject of the Slave Populatica of
the British Colonics.,



v PETITION.

We consider the pledge thus given by your Honourable House, of
your sentiments respecting the evil eflects of Colonial Slavery, and
of your intentions to use cvery eftort for the amelioration of the con-
dition of the Slaves, and for the gradual Abolition of Slavery itself, to
have been founded on the soundesl principles of justice and morality,
as well as policy; and we consider it an additional cause of high
satisfaction, that the prosecution of this imporiant and interesting work
has been undertaken by the Executive Administration of the Country.

We are sensible of the difliculty and delicacy which attend the
great object we have in view, and we are very far from desiring
any such precipitancy in the measures of Government as can endan-
ger the safety of the Colonics, or the fair interests of any of the partics
concerned : but under a settied conviction that it is (he bounden duty
of this conntry gradually to intreduce the Slave Population of our
Colonies to a participation in those civil rights, on which they have, in
true justice, an equal claim with ourselves; we beg leave huinbly,
yet earnestly, to pelition your Honourable House to continue your
attention to the subject, and to effect the great purpose expressed
in your Resolutions, in such 2 manner as you may deem most wise
and salulary, and with as little delay, £s under the circumstances, is
possible.

The following Speeck was, with the oblizing assistance of a (ienlle-
man twho tool: noles of it, reduced to wriling afler ils delivery, and is
now, with a ferc alterations, submitted o the Public, in the hope that it
may insome slight degree promote that important and decply inlereséing
object—the gradual Abolition of Sluvery througheut Ulic Brilisk
Colonies.



SPEECH, &c.
crrsipdprors

Ix rising for the purpese of once more presenting to my
fricuds and fellow citizens a serics of resolutions on the
subject of Colonial Slavery, I consider that I have some
claim on the sympathy of the present meeting, for I come
forward under a deep sense both of the importance of our
object, and of thedifliculty and delicacy which attend it in
various points of view. I may confess that two or three
months since I was, as some of my friends well knovw,
numbered among the fearful and faint-hearted in refer-
ence to this object, and the visit of our friend Clarkson
was the means of re-animating my zeal, and of leading me
to tale a fresh survey of the principles on which the aboli-
tionists are procecding, and of the facts by which those
principles are supported. This survey has completely
convinced me that we arce treading on sound and solid
ground, and that if we persevere in our course, not only
with firmness but with moderation, our ultimate success is
incvitable. I may now proceed to lay before you a few
resotutions, and in doing so, I begit to be understood that
I am acting only as the organ of a committee, which has
for a short time been established in Norwich, and over
which our worthy Chairman has been kind enough to
preside. In reading these resolutions I shall take the
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liberty to cxplain the reasons which satisfy my own mind
of their propricty. The first resolution is intended to
express our cordial satisfaction in the resolutions agreed to
by the IHouse of Commons during its last sessien, on the
subject of Colonial Slavery. In thosc rcsolutions the
House declared—{irst, that it is expedient to adopt effec-
tual and decisive measures for ameliorating the condition
of the slaves in the DBritish Colonies. Such a declaration
cannot fail to meet the hearty approbation of the friends
of the cause, since it plainly rccognises the fact that the
condition of the slaves is at present defective and in need
of amclioration ; and since it pledges the lHouse to the
adoption of measures which should not be weak and
merely nominal in their operation, but effectual and deci-
sice.  In the second resolution of the House of Commons,
the ultimate object proposed is, that the negroes should
participate in those civil rights and privileges which arc
cnjoyed by other classes of the subjects of these realms ;
terms which plainly express nothing short of actual eman-
cipation, and the House looks forward to the attainment
of this object by the temperate and judicious enforcement
of preparatory measures. Here is a perfect coincidernice
with the sentiments of the Abolitionjsts—for while the
complete emancipation of the slaves is undoubtedly our
final object, we have ncver entertained the opinion that
this could be accomplished immediately; but on the con-
trary, have always insisted on the necessity of such pre-
paratory measures, as might gradually introduce the negro
to a condition adapted {o the reception of his freedom.
With this part of the resolutions of the House of Connmnons,
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therefore, it is our duty to cxpress a cordial concurrence—
and it cannot fail to be a source of mnch satisfaction that
the Ilouse goes on to pledge itself, to accomplish the great
purpose in view «f the eurlies! period that may be compa-
tible with the welfare of the slaves, with the safety of the
colonies, and with the fair interests of all the partics con
cerned. This declaration goes to the {full extent of our
wishes, and it gives me the opportunity of observing, that
it never has been the intention of the Abolitionists to
neglect the fair interests of any of the parties, or to shrink
from the consideration of such a compensation to the
planters, as can justly be claimed under the circumstances
of the case. In upholding this view, we have the cxam-
ple of the Columbian Government, which has imposed a
tax upon the whole community for the gradual redemption
of the slaves, at a fair remunerating price. I adduce this
cxample, not for the purpose of recommending this parti-
cular plan, which in my opiuion is liable to several objec-
tions, but only to exemplify the general principle. Before
I leave the consideration of my first resolution, I would
just say, thata further ground of satisfaction is afforded
by the entire unanimity with which the resolutions of
the Iouse of Commons were agreed to; cven by those
members who were immediately connected with the West
Indies, and who have thus virtually engaged themselves,
not only te refrain from opposing such wise and salatary
measures as the Ilouse may have in its view for the pur-
pose of effecting the gradual Abelition of Slavery, but
actually to co-operate in the prosccution of this intcresting
work.
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My second resolution is intended to express the satisfac-
tion which we fcel in the important fact, that the institution
apd arrangement of the measures, of which the gradual
abolition of slavery is to be the object, has devolved
on the executive administration ef the country; and I
sincerely hope, that with whatsoever party any of us may
be connected, and whatsoever may be our particular
political sentiments, we shall be unanimous in passing this
resolution. That Ministers should have undertaken the
prosecution of this object is very satisfactory, for obrious
reasons. Forin the first place they are possessed of far
more power to conduct it successfully than any other
persons in the kingdom. Secondly, the situations which
they hold, give them an opportunity of obtaining a more
accurate knowledge of all the circumstancesof the case than
could be enjoyed by others ; and such a knowledge will, I
trust, enable them to carry on their plaas for the benefit of
theslaves,in a mannerat once effective and unobjectionable.
I am persuaded, moreover, that the sincerity of Ministers,
in reference to the present question, cannotf, with any
reason, be doubted. The Secretary of State for Forcign
Affairs, inthe course of the debate, did not hesitate so to
pledge himself to this cause, that standing as he does in a
conspicuous station, in the midst of this great and free
country, it would be utterly impossible for him now to
withdraw himself from it. This pledge was followed up
by the communications of Earl Bathurst to the Governors
of the respective colouies, which, though mild and mede-
rate, were at the same time firn and resolute, and one of

whict I will now take the liberty of reading to the meet-
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g, You will observe the decided tone in which Lord
Bathurst here insists upon the immediate and total disuse
.of the punishment of flogging, as it relates to women 5 and
-in which he recommends, that with regard to men, the
whip should no longer be employed as the stimulus to
Jabour ; and you will, [ am sure, agree with me in ap-
proving the wisdom of &is thus making a distinction in the
.treatment of the two sexes, the foundation of his system
for ameliorating the condition of the slaves; for no socicty
~ can everrisc from astate of barbarism while this distinction
continues to be disregarded.

The third resolution, to which I would now call your
attention, expresses, that under all the circumstances of
the present question, it is peculiarly desirable that the
people should continue to declare their sentiments by
petitions to Parliament, in order to strengthen the hands
of Government in the efforts which they are making for
the benefit of the slaves. 'T'hat such a resolution is per-
fectly constitutional will be immediately allowed; for
. nothing can be more obviously consistent with Dritish
principles, than that the people should address their peti-
tions to the legislature, in order to assist the exreculive
administration in the prosccution of an object which has
their own full concurrence. But the point to which 1
particularly wish to dircet your attention, as a ground for
the present resolution, is that of the difficultics which have
been thrown in our way. Were the abolition of slavery a
perfectly casy matter—vere therc no opposition o en-
counter, and no difficulty to surmount—it would be wholly
. unnccessary for the people to repeat their petitions, In
B
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such case we might sit still in the comfortable persuasion,
that the Government would efiect the object in view with-
out any unnecessary delay. But what is the real state of
the question ? How has Lord Bathurst’s communication to
the colonies beenreceived? In scveral of the islands it has
beecn met by a determined and even furious contradiction.
By the legislature of Jamaica, a series of resolutions have
been drawn up in opposition to that Minister's recommen-
dations, which, were it not almost too ridiculous to imagine,
might even be construed as expressing an intention of
rebellion against the mother country. Towards the
adminusiration of that country this legislature has certainly
displayed no peculiar affection; for they have actually
appointed a commiitee for the purpose of drawing up a
petition to the King, that he may be pleased to remove
Lord Bathurst from his councils for ever. They have even
gone so far as fo annul the Act passed some years since in
the colony for the registration of slaves—an Act which
was considered essential to the prevention ef the fresh
importation of Negroes, which was adopted by the legis-
lature of theisland, on an express understanding with the
British Parliament. Among the senators of the colonial
legislatures, oue gentleman in Barbadoes is pleased to meet
the injunctions of our Colonial Secretary, respecting the
flogging of women, not only with violent opposition, but
with vulgar jokes on the gallantry of Englishmen. Such
raillery on asubject of so delicate and affecting a nature
does, I confess, appear to me to be utterly abominable.
In the island of Trinidad a large public meeting of the

planters pave been instigated, by Earl Bathurst’s commu-
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nication, {0 pass a scries of resolutions, in which they
declare that the flogging of women, as well as of men, is
indispensably uccessary to the good order of the colonics ;
that it is quite a mistake to suppose that the holding of
Sunday markets is any profanation of the sabbath; and
that nothing more is nceded with respect to the evidence of
slaves, since that evidence is already rcccived when it is
corroborated by two free men. The vengeance of the
West Indians has even been wreaked on the Ministers of
Religion, aud the gentlemen of Barbadoes have united
their forces in demolishing the meeting-house of a Me-
thodist Missjonary, and in forcing him to fly from the
island for his life, on account of his supposed connection
with the villainous African Institution. Aund when a pro.
clamation was issucd by the Governor of the islaud,
offering a reward on the conviction of the offenders, it was
received by these gentlemen rioters, with nothing but illsuli:
and mockery.

Such is the nature of the opposition, which renders it so
desirable for us to strengthen the hands of (zovernment by
our petitions to Parliament.  And now permit me to make
a short digression, that I may consider the subject of fn-
surrections, 'There is nothing which has so much alarmed
the public mind, in reference te the present question, as
the vchement declarations of some of the Colonial Legisla-
turcs, that the benevolent proceedings of our Government
could not fail to be productive of the most formidable in-
surrections among the slaves, that the planters would be
the martyrs to our heedless philanthropy, and that all the
1slands would unquestionably overflow with bleod. Og

B2
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theze declarations I would observe, that the Colonial Le-
gislatares would, in my opinien, hardly be so foolish as to
promulgate such inflammatory sentiments, did they really
apprehend that there¢ was much danger of rebellion.
And, indeed, these gentlemen are prone to contradict
themselves on the subiect, for I find from the Courier of
vesterday, thatone of the members of the legislative as-
sembly of Jamaica, about six weekssince, moved a message
to the Governor, that the House, on examining the slave
Iaw, had found it complete in all i«ts parts, and that it was
undesirable to take any further measure, at present, to
ameliorate the condition of the slaves, since, in consequence
of the discussion in Parliament, it might tend to unsettle
their minds, which are now (viz. six months after the ar-
rival in Jamaica of the first intelligence of that discussion)
perfectly quict and confented.

But this is a question on which it will be suitable to
advert to some very plain moral principles. Isit kind-
ness? is it benevolence ? is it the hope of future relief
from hardship which induces a man to rise up in anger
against his neighbours2 Certainly not, for these things
have no other tendency than to pacify and te please. It
15 the continvance of oppression, it is the despair of any
amelioration in the condition of the oppressed, which pro-
duoces a disposition to rise in arms against the oppressor.
Let me suppose for an instant that I was myself a slave in
the West Indies, and subject to the many hardships which
accompany such a condition. Were I told that the hand
of bencvolence was to be extended towards me, that

through the Kkind interference of the British Parliament,
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my sufferings would be gradually mitigated, aud in the
end entirely removed, the effect on my nmiind of such infor-
mation would, I think, undoubtedly be this, that I should
be the more willing to bear my sufferings for a time, be-
cause of the bright hope of a future deliverauce, But were
I at the same time informed that the benevolent instruc-
tions of Parliament had been violently opposed by the
Coloenial Legislature to which I was immediately sub-
ject—were I told that a Committee of that Legislature
had been appointed, to draw up a petition to the King for
the removal from his councils of that Minister who was to
conrluct these schemes of mercy in my favour—that pub.
lic meetings of the planters had been passing resolutions,
insisting on the continuance of the cruel punishment of the
whip as applied both to men and to women, as well as of
that unjust provision which prevented my evidence from
being reccived in a court of justice—did the intelligence
morcover reach me, that the meeting-house which I had
been accustomed to attend was levelled with the ground,
and the Minister from whom I received instruction banished
from the island, so that I was now to be deprived of the
only consolations which my hard lot had admitted—I
meant the consolations of religion ;—under such circum-
stances, I say, however it might still be my Christian duty
to sufter rather than rebel, yet I must confess that the in-
cilements to rcbellion with which I should then be suor-
rounded would appear to be powerful, pressing, and to the
uncultivated mind, almost entirely irresistible, Now what
do you think of the fairness displayed by these gentlemen,
swhen they turn round upon us and say the fault is your’s—
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our blood is upon your heads?  Undoubtedly it must be
confessed that our procecdings form one link in the chain ;
for we know that all our actions, however free and spon-
tancous in themsclves, form a connccted part of that vast
scries of events which will assuredly terminate In the
glory of God, and in the welfare of those that fear him.
But such an admission can in no degree justify the notion
that we are responsible for the evil conscquences appre-
hended by the planters. Let us suppose, in order to fa-
niliarize our argument, that a tradesman exposes his silks
and his muslins at the window of his shop, and that the
thief is thereby tempted to breakin and steal, and is in
consequence brought to the gallows. Now should the
thief turn round upon the tradesiman and say, You are the
cause of my sufierings—if you had not held out the temp-
tation I should not have committed the crime : my blood
is upon your head—would it not, in such a case, be compe-
tent to the tradesman to reply, No, my friend, the cause
of your suffering is not my right, but your wrong. If then
the benevolent instructions of the British Government are
s0 abused by the planters, as that they thereby expose
themselves to personal danger and distress, however they
may be inclined to ascribe their suflerings to our philan-
thropy, we may, with the utmost justice reply, thatthey
labour under a strange practical error—that their sufferings
are to be attributed not to our right, but to their wrong.

I must now advert more particularly to the only insur-
rection which has of late actually taken place in our colo-
nics, the insurrcction at Demerara, I consider it as one
instunce of unfairness in an article which has lately ap-
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peared in the Quarterly Review, that this insurrection is
there attributed, without any reserve or hesitation, to the
late discussion in Parliament, and to that cause only ; and
a similar unfairness has been evinced by many other pera
sons who have endeavoured to impede the course of our
proccedings.—Since the factsof the case are at present not
fully known, and since they will soon come under the
the consideration of Parliament, it would be improper,
by any decisive assertion, to prejudge the question. In
the mean time, however, the correctness of the notion,
that the Demcrara insurrection originated in that dis-
cussion, has not been proved, and in my opinion is very
far from probable. Gentlemen perhaps are hardly
aware that this insurrection, which has been repre-
sented by the colonists as so formidable, and which must
have arisen, if we are to believe their statements, out of
decp and long-luid plots, broke out within three or four
weeks of the first arrival of any intclligence at the colony
of what had taken place at England. It is also to be ob-
‘served, that the greater part of the slave population in that
colony speak no other language than Dutch, and were
thercfore, in all probability, wholly unacquainted with
these fearful contents of the Iinglish newspapers, Should
it however appear that some misrepresentation of the de-
clared intentions of our Government at home, when con-
trasted with the unabated hardships under which they were
suffering in the colony, was the means of quickening the
insurrectionary movements of these unfortunate negroes, it
is still very obvious that the real origin of the mischief is
to be found inthose hardships., I happen to be acquainted
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with' a few circumstances refative to Demerara, which
throw no little light upon this position ; for I have lately
scen a letter from a gentleman of great respectability,
resident on the spot, in which some account is given of
certain individuals who are accused of having heen active
in the insurrection. One of these persons, Quamina,
js described as being of a humble, quiet, and peace-
able disposition, and *‘always a pcace maker;” and it
is added by the writer, that if he was really engaged in
the insurrection, such a circumstance could be owing only
to ¢ insupportuble provocation.” Another,named Jack, is
the son of Quamina. e was married to a young woman
who resided on a necighbouring cstate, by whom he had
two children, but a white man took away his wife from
him, and thus destroyed his domestic felicity for cver.
Now surely it is a perversion of reason, utterly at variance
withall moral philosophy, and which even the most childish
system of ethics ever invented would rise up and condemn,
to attribute the rebellious conduct of this unhappy negro to
the abstract bencvolence of a distant Parliament, rather
than to the acfual and cnormous intquily of which he was
himself the helpless and unoffending victim ; and against
which, be it observed, the boasted laws of our colonics
afford no protection or remedy whatsoever.

The observations which I have now ventured to
offer, may serve to exemplify and confirm a very plain
principle of which our friend Clarkson reminded us a few
nights since, that we ought ever to distinguish between the
occasion and the cause of events. 'Whatsoever then may
have becn the occasion of the insurrections which have at
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various {imes faken place in the West Indies, the cause of
them is unguestionably to be found in slavery, and in
slavery alone.  Nor shall we ever get rid of a liability to
these frightful disasters, until we are deltvered from that
unrighteous system out of which they arise.

To return to the resolution, I hope it is now sufficiently
clear that the obstructions to the progress of our cause,
render it necessary for us to strengthen the hands of
Government, by our petitions to Parliament.  But were
these obstructions absolutely insurmountable, were the
opposition of the West Indians such as it was impossible
(o avercome, were there no hope of scaling the mountain
before us, we shonld sink into flat despair, and seon ar-
rive at the conclusion that all our petitions would be use-
less. It is therefore with peculiar pleasure that I turn to
another branch of the subject, and proceced to shew, that
those improvements, which by the Legislature of Jamaica
are declared to be undesirable and almost impossible, are
by the Legistatures of some others of the Islands cor-
dially approved, and in part already acted on.  AtTobago,
an act was passcd during the last year, which establishes
courts of judicature for the trial of slaves, and gives
them the benefit of trial by jury; admits the evidence of
slaves against white persons; appoints guardians to take
cognizauce of their complaints ; directs persons committed
as slaves to be discharged as free, unless an owner prove
his title to them within six weeks; secures to slaves the
possession and inheritance of their property ; abolishes the
Sunday market ; and grauts them one day in every week
for the cultivation of their provision grounds, except

C
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during four months of the year. At Grenada, in consc-
guence of the communication of Lord Bathurst, a Com-
mittece of the Legislature was appointed to draw up
regulations, in order to secure for the slave a sufficient
time to work in his ground, a specific allowance of food
and clothing, and the right of enjoying and bequeathing
personal property ; to limit and record all punishments;
to admitin certain cases the competency of slave cvidence ;
to discontinue public markets on the Lord’s-day ; and to
devise some effectual mode for ensuring to the negroes
moral and religious instruction. At Nevis, we find the two
branches of the Legislature declaring that they can sce no
possible obyection toaslave’s purchasing his own freedom sub-
ject to regulations. We find them also resolving positively
that the cart-whip shall be abolished entirely as an instru-
ment of driving; that as far as practicable the slaves
should become adscripti glebx, and should not be sepa-
rated from the soil; that measures should be taken
towards the admission of slave evidence under certain
regulations, and that the punishment of females by cart-
whipping and the exposure of the person, should be dis-
continued. At St. Kitt’s, the King’s Council has entered
into some similar resolutions. ¢ These,” say they, ¢ arc
framed with a view of improving the physical and moral
conditior of the slave, so as eventually to qualify him for
a state of frecedom, to which object this Board will car-
nestly contribuie, upon such provisions being made for the
protection of the person and property of the proprietors of
slaves in this island, as may be expected from the wisdom

and justice of the British Parliament, and from the bene-
volent solicitude of our Sovereign.”
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- Now whilc the intelligence received from these islands
of the intentions and acts of their Legislatures, afford us a
solid eucouragement to believe that the good and great
work is really going forward, that intelligence is the more
important, hecause (with every allowance for the different
circumstances of different parts of the West Indies,) it
must be considered on the whole, as offering to the fiery
rcsolutions passed in Jamaica and some other colonies, a
flat, decided, and most satisfactory contradiction,

We lcarn from the declarations made by thesc more
pliable islanders, that the work of amelioration and
cmancipation may go forward not only with advantage to
the slave, but with safety to the planter.  And now that I
am on this point of our subject, I would take the opportu-
nity of carnestly recommending to your attention a pam-
phict lately published by Thomas Clarkson, entitled,
““ Thoughts on the necessity of improving the condition of
the staves, with a view to their ultimate emancipation.”
That pamphlct contains a description of scveral instances
of the emancipation of slaves in large bodies; and in every
one of those iustances the act of mercy, under the influ-
cnce of wise and salutary regulations, was found to be
perfectly consistent with thesafety and advantage of all the
partics concerned. A few of the cxamples alluded to I
will take the Liberty of hriefly reciting. At the close of
the first American war, a large body of Negroes, who had
been in bondage under American masters, and had joined
the ranks of the English army, were conveyed, at the
order of our Government, to Nova Scotia, where a scttle-
ment was given to them, and where, with their wives and

C 1§

it
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children, they formed a society of upwardsof two thousaud
persons. They long bore in that colony the character of
sobriety and industry ; and at length, when it was disco-
vered that the climate of Nova Scotia was destructive to
their health, they were transported to the coast of Africa,
where they formed the new colony of Sierra Leone.
There they continued to exert themselves in procuring
their own maintenance, and the greater part of them soon
became independent, and many even opulent. A very
similar circumstance occurred at the close of the last Ame-
riean war, in 1814. A considerable hody of slaves, who
had been induced to desert the cstates of their masters,
and to enlist as soldiers in our army, were then placed on a
proper atlotment of land, in the island of Trinidad, where
they also displayed the cnergy of freemen, and betook
themselves with much sobriety aund industry to the culti-
vation of their grounds.

It isprobably known to most of the persons whom T am
now addressing, that thc colony of Sicrra Leone has been
augmented of late years toa very cousiderable extent, by
large bodies of Negroes, re-captured on the coast of Africa,
or during the middle passage, by the British cruisers.
Many thousands of these miscrable sufferers have Dbeen
delivered from the holds of slave ships, and have been
settled, under the protection of the English, in the vicinity
of Sierra Leone. And how have they conducted them-
selves?  Have they become a prey toindolence, or cagerly
returned to a wild and undisciplined modle of life>  No.
They have, on the contrary, evinced, in the most remark-
able manncr, the tractability of the African character.
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They have submitted themselves to the care of Christian
pastors, have very gencrally adopted the principles of
our loly religion, and Lave manifested in their con-
duct so much industry, sobricty, and order, as to afford
a wost instructive example to other communities, which
hoast of a far higher degree of kuowledge and civilization.

But of all the examples adduced by this useful and
beuevolent writer, that of St. Domingo is the most com-
pletely in point ; and I have peculiar pleasure in mention-
ing it, because such is the want of information gencrally
prevailing on the subject, that the history of that island is
perpetually cited by our opponents as affording a trium-
phant argument against the abolition of slavery, In the
ycar 1792, Santonax and Polverel were sent by the Revo-
lutionary Government of France as commissioners to St.
Doniingo, in order to scitle some disputes which had
arisen on the subject of constitutional rights, between the
free mulatto and the white inhabitants. Such was the
destructive fury of the two partics, thatthe commissioners
were obliged to call in the Negroes to their assistance, and
this measure presently led to the emancipation of the
whole stave population of the island, amounting to half a
million in number.  The slaves were in the first instance
attached to the estates of their masters, as adscripli glebe,
for onc year ; a ferm which, by Toussaint, (who came into
power in 1794,) was very prudently extended to five
years; and that wise and excellent man added a varicty of
other regelations, which ftended fo secure at once the
rights of the Negroes, and the safety of the white inhabi-

tants,  Now what was the consequence of the emancipa-
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tion of slaves, when tried on this extensive scale, and in
times of peculiar turbulence and danger? It was this—
that the planters continued in the uninterrupted possession
of their estates, and that the Negroes quictly worked on
those estates for rcasonable wages, until the year 1802,
when the whole island was thrown into the most horrible
coufusion, by the iniquitous attempt of Buonaparte, under
the fatal influence of the deluded planters, forcibly to
redoce the emancipated black population, to their pristine
state of slavery.

Still more interesting, if possibie, is the narrative given
by our philanthropic, aathor of the proceedings of Joshua
Steele. Duriug the course of the great contest respecting
the abolition of the British Slave Trade, and when eighty
yearsold, thisgentleman sailed from London and crossed
the Atlantic, in order to undertake the superintendence of
his own cstate—an estate of £2000 per annum, in the
island of Barbadoes, and with the determiuation to change
the whole system of its management. On his asrival he
abolished the use of the whip asa stimulus to labour, insti-
tuted task work for small rewards, and established a court
of judicature among the Negroes themselves, by order of
which aloae all punishmeats were inflicted. Afterwards,
he converted almost the whole of his slaves into copyhold
bond tenants, receiving from thema rent for the laud
which he permitted them to occupy, as well as for his
legal interest in their own persons, and on the other hand
paying them regular wages for their labour. When he
had thus brought them fo the very threshold of freedom,
this work of mercy and frue wisdom was cut short by the
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death of the venerable planter, in s 91st year. In the
mean time, however, the effects produced by his admirable
plaus were these—that order and happlness prevailed
throughout this little community, and that both the quantity
of labour cffected in a given time by the Negroes, aud the
profits of the plautation itself, were mnultiplied three-fold.
It is said that the West Indian slaves are an abandoned
race, who, if liberated from their bondage, would ot fai!
to employ their power in the destruction of their former
masters. It issaid also that theyare an incurably indolent
racc, and that if they were once delivered ifrom the
cart-whip, they would for ever cease to exert themselves,

cither in their own behalf, or in the service of others. But
the instances which have now been adverted to, aflord the

most satisfactory evidence that neither of these assertions
is true. They plainly evince that the Negroes are easily
won by kindness,and that those who bestow upon them the
sweet boon of liberty are perfectly safe in their hands ;
and further, that like other persons, they need no other
stimulus to a willing industry, than those common motives
which are found so universally efficacious, in actuating the
frec labourer.

Such, then,are the grounds which I have already laid
for my resolution in favour of a petition—first, the difficul-
tics which arc thrown in our way; and sccondly, the
reasonable hope which so much solid evidence enables us
to enlertain, that all those difficulties may be surmounted
to the unspeakable advantage of the slave, and without any
danger to the planters. Refore, however, I finally offer
the resolutions to the meeting I must take the liberty of
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adverting to afew of those gencral principles and facts
(in relation to slavery, and to the present condition of the
slaves,) on which our whole proceedings are grounded.
That these proceedings should be marked by mod ration is
indeed camnestly to be desired. It is our decided wish
that the measures of Government, in the pursuit of our
object; should be prudent and temperate; and we are
very far indeed from supposing that there may not be many
of theWest Indian planters, who treat their slaves with real
benevolence. It is, I am sure, most agreeable to belicve,
that this may be the case with the great majority of their
body. Dut while moderation and charity are thus exer-
cised, it would be improper and absurd to shut our eyes
cither to principles or to facts. Now I sappose that all
present will agree with me in the position, that a condition
of society in which one large portion of the population is
the absolute property of another, must have a tendency to
corrupt, degrade, and harden the heart. The Quarterly
Reviewers, who have treated the sufferings of cur West
Indian slaves with so light and faint a tonch, have, in the
very same number, presented to their readers a powerful
description of the abominable cruclties practiced on the
slaves in some of the states of North America. I wilt
not undertake to calculate what allowance ought to be
made for any supposed difference of character between the
American and the Englishman; but of this I am fully
assured—that man in his natural state, and untii he is
mended by something better than himself, #s far foo pronc
to ccil, lo be safely intrusted with unlimited power over his
Jellow creatures.  Such is one of the principles t¢ which L
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wished fo advert,  Another still more fundamenta D i
ple is this—that the slave possesses a right to a property iu
his own person, much superior to that whick can possibly
belong to any sccond person. The right of the slave to a
property in ‘his own person is founded on the most unescep.
tionable of 2l titles—the giff of God. The right of his
‘master to that property, although recqgn‘izcd by law, and
therefore not {o be disrqgardeﬂ,'is in fact the merce creature
of a déprmretl custom, and in the present instance has no
other origin, than the most atrocious system of fraud and
rapine which has ever disgraced the history of man.
And now. with regard to facts; the Quarterly Re-
viewer visits with heavy condemnation the assertion of
that great and good man, William Wilberforce—an asscr-
tion wlich, in my ofﬁfﬁon, does him real credit—that a
proposition which has of late been bandied about in
almost cvery part of the kingdom—-viz, that the condition
df-the West Tndian slaves is fully equal to that of the frec
peasantry of this country, is ““ monstrous io itself, and
implies 2 total insensibility to the pative feelings and morgl
dignity of man.” Now certamly, in persons who are
unacquamtcduwlth the subject,’ this prt}pomhﬁn may nn'ply
little more than total ignorance ; but in thpse w ho know
what Coloniai Slavery is, and are acquainted with jts
effects, it does appear to imply such an msensnhlhty Let
s lmcﬂy run through the comparison between the two
parties. d apprchend that the views of the persons who
are-so much attached to this prothSItwn, are hr;mtcd to the
mere physical condition of the degraded. negroes. The
slaves, itis sditl, are clothed, fed and housed; and we
D
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grant that a certain pro-vision of clothing, such as that
warm climate requires, is directed by the colonial law to
be given to them—that they have a small allowance of salt
fish,and have provision grounds, which they are permitted
to cultivate priucipally on the sabbath dag. In these tio
points, I conceive that the comparison is stiil to the advan-
tage of the British peasant. The same may certainly be
said with reference to habitation, as the huts of the Negroes
are greatly inferior to the English cottages. And with
recard to labour, oanr peasantry would, I presume, be
very unwilling to exchange their condition with that of
those unfortunate bondsmen, who not only work like
theinselves for nine or ten hours during the day, but who
for several months in the year, are compelled to continue
their drudgery during half of every night, or the whole of
everyother night.  But let it be conceded for a moment,
that in point of clothing, food, heusing, and labour, the
condition of the West Indian slave, and that of the free
British peasant, are equal. There are still a few other
particulars of no very inferior moment, in which a strange
difference wiil be found between the iwo partics in the
comparison! In thefirst place the British peasant settles
when he pleases in married life, as easily as any other
person, and henceforward noman way interfere with his
domestic comforts. The West Indian slave who takes a
woman for his companion, is for the most part not married
atall. And here I woald observe, in passing, that the
vaunted marriages of slaves, asserted by ¢ the Voice from
Jamaica,” to have taken place during the last year in that
island, arc belicved by persons very well acquainted with



27

the subject, to have been effecied in consequence of the
discassions in England, and even inthe course of a very few
hours. But be the slave” marricd in form or not, his
connubial connection is totally unprotected by law; and
the caprice of his master, or the sale by auction of the
property of which he forms a part, may at any time tear
his wife from his bosom, and separate his helpless chileren
from their parents.

The Negro works under the stimulus of the lash, and
the laws of our colonies bestow upon his master or overseer
a full authority for inflicting on him, his wife, or his
daughter, thirty-ninc lashes for any fault or misbe-
haviour. Now I do not know what onc of our free pea-
sants would say to such assault and battery, but I rather
apprehend that he would be found to risc up in his
own defence, and that inno very incflicacious way. Do
that as it may, however, the law is always open o him,
just as open, I am happy to say, as it is to our worthy
Chairman himsclf, or to the King upon his throne. DBut
how is it with the niscrable slave? If his master cven
exceed the prescribed number of his lashes—if he multiply
the tens into hundreds—if he absolutely murder him in
cold blood, and if there be present ten thousand witnesses s
yet, ifall those witnosses be slaveslike himself, the laws of
our colonies afford no effective redress or satisfaction, and
the oficnder may even enjoy an absolute impunity. But it
is not only as it relates to the evidence of slaves, that
British colenial law is of uncqual application. Duwring
the last year, a case of great notoricty occurred in Jamnica
of a capital crime repeatedly committed, under circams-

n 2
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stances of the mest monstrous atrocity, on the person of a

child only nine years old. It happened that a free person

witnessed the transaction. The offender was prosecuted,
and convicted on clear evidence. An arrest of judgment

. was moved by his counsel, on the groend that the sufferer

wasa slave. So overpowered were the feelings of the

J ndgcs by the atrocity of the case, that they over-ruled

the objection, and condemned the erimiual to death.

Butona coolsurvey of the case after the trial. was over,

the Chief Justice of the island was obliged to acknowledge.
his own opinion, (though I believe the case to be still
undecided) that the sentence could not be legally carried.
into effect; and thus this trcmendous crime was likely to

descend to the level of a simple misdemeanor, panishable

only by a small fine or short imprisonment. Now how-
ever many of us may deprecatc the punishment of death,-i
even in such a case as I have now described, I am sure we;
<hall be unanimous i condemning so gross an mcquahty

in the applicalion of law.

In short, the Dritish peasant is his own mastery and a
freeman. The West Indian slave is a mere chattel. lle,
is reduced to the condition of the beast of burden. 1lemay,.
it is true, be very Kindly treated. He mayalso be bought, .
sold, divorced from his wife, separated from his children,-
worked hard, flogged, tortured, branded v:ith red-hot iron,
and, under particular circanmstances, even murdered;
according to the arbitrary determinations of his fellow men. :
And now I may appeal to the whole of this meeting,
whether it be not indced true, that the proposition ta .
which I have been alluding, is “wonstrous, and that it
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implies a totdl insénsiliility to the nativéfeclings and moral
dignity of man ?” o

- In conclusion Y beg'leave to say, that on cvery occasion,
whether pablic or private, it 14 my-desire, however inade-
quately” fulfilled, to d¢t on the principles of a Christian.
You must allow me, thereforé, to say  few words on the
ndtion wltich :las' beén véry much circukited of late, that
slavery, dsit exists ini out ¢olonies, is not inconsistent with
those principles, I say that it is afterly at variance with'
thte dictatos of Chitistidnity, that one man shoald be regarded
as the mere chdttel of andther;. utterly- at variance with
those dictatés, that we should compel our fellow creatures
to Yabour for us, and give them no' wages for their labour;
that: we .should inflict upor them the cruel punishment
of the whip ‘at our-own- discretion ;- thut we should
degrade, éxpose,. and' torture, - evén the female sex 3 that
we- should subject: whole families to 'writs of Fenditioni
cxponus, By which: the nearest ties of afflection may be
forcibly torn asuniler; aiid ﬁnally, that we should allow of
2 system,-under whicl persons who like ourselves possess
iminiortdl sanls, are regarded zmd treated like the beasts
that perish. Asiuredly, all these particulars arc in abso-
lute contradiction to- that golden‘rute which has bieen so -
appositely quoted by our Chairman—** Do unto others as
ye would have others do unte you.” Eren under the
Jewish law, and before the introduction of Christianity,
iiow often were the prophets engaged in proclaiming liberty
to the captive! “Is this the fast that I have chosen, saith
the Lord, a day fora man to afllict his soul? Is it that
he bow down his head asa bulrush, and spread sackeloth
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and ashes under him? Will ye call this a fast, and an
acceptable day unto the Lord? Is not this the fast that I
have chosen ?—to loose the bands of wickedness ; to undo
the héary burdens; to let the oppressed go free; and to
break every yoke.” While therefore 1 would encourage
every disposition to moderation and charity, while I can sin-
cerely declare that no persons connected with the present
question, appear to me to be so much the objects for decp
commiseration as the oppressors themselves, (for theirs is
the worst and most terrible of slavery,) ‘yet 1 cannot but
remember that in grounding our proceedings on the noble
principles of the British Constitution, and on the celestial
sanctions of Christianity itself, we arc standing on a rock
which cannot be shaken. I must therefore implore our
benevolent and energetic_Chairman, I must implore our
worthy DMember for the county, (now present,) I must
implore you ali—whatsoever situations you may eccupy-—
never to relax your efforts in this holy cause, but to go
forward with a step at once measured and determined—at
once gentle and resolute—until that happy day shall arrive
when every individual within the whole circuit of the British
dominions, shall be able tolift up his head with thankfulness
and joy, and say BestoLp I Ax FREE.

" Burks and Kinncbrook, Prinlers,
Cockey-lane, Norwich.



