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SUBSTANCE OF A SPEECH

DELIVERED BY

JOHN JOSEPH GURNEY, ESQ.

AT A

Public Mecting of the Inhabitants of Norwich,
on the 28th January, 1824,

ON THE SUBJECT OF

BRITISH COLONIAL SLAVERY.

IN rising for the purpose of once more presenting to my friends
and fellow-citizens a series of resolutions on the subject of Co-
lonial Slavery, I consider that 1 have some claim on the sym-
pathy of the present Meeting ; for I come forward under a deep
- sense both of - the importance of our object, and of the difficuity
and delicacy which attend it in various points of view. 1 may
confess, that two or three months since 1 was, as some of my
friends well know, numbered among the fearful and faint-leart-
ed in reference to this object; and the visit of our friend Clark-
son was the means of re-animating my zeal, and of leading me
io take a fresh survey of the principles on which the Aholition-
ists are proceeding, and of the facts by which those principles
are supported. 'This survey has completely convinced me that
we are treading on sound and solid ground ; and that, if we per-
severe In our course, not only with firmness but with modera-
tion, our ultimate success is inevitable. 1 maynow proceed to
lay before you a few resolutions; and, in doing so, I beg it to
be understood that T am acting ounly as the organ of a com-
mittee which has for a shorf time been established in Norwich,
and over which onr worthy Chairman has been kind enough to
preside. In reading these resolutions I shall take the liberty to
explain the reasons which satisfy iy own mind of their pro-
priety. The first resolution is inteaded to express our cordial
satisfaction in the resolutions agreed to by the House of Com-
mons during its last session, on the subject of Colonial Slavery.
In those resolntions the House declared—first, That it is expe-
dient to adopt effectual and decisive measures for ameliotating
the condition of the Slaves in the British Colonies. Such a
declaration cannot fail to meet the hearty approbation of the
friends of the cause, since it plainly recognises the fact that
A
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the' condition of -the Slaves is at present defective, and. in need

of "'liiielmr'ttlbn “and’since it pledges the House to the adnptmu

of 'measures whmh should not'be weak, and merely nominal in
th‘éir“ﬁpemlwn bt effectital and u’eczsz*be. TIn. the second re-
solation of the House of :Commons; the altimate objeot pro-
nosed is, That ‘the Negroes-should participate in ‘those civil
rights and privileges which aré enjoved by other-¢lassésiof the
Sllbjcct‘- of thesc realms ; terms which plainly express nothing
short of actnal emancipation: and the House looks.forward to
the attainment of this object by the temperate and judicions
enforcement of preparatory measures. Here is a perfect coin-
cidence with the sentiments of the Abolitionists: for while the
complete emancipation of the Slaves is vndoubtediy our final
ohject, we have ncver entertained the opinion that this could
be accomplished immediately ; bat, an the contrary, have always
insisted o1t the necessity of such preparatory measures, as migiit
graduoally introduce the Negro to a condition allapted to the
reception of his freedom. With this part of the resolutions of
the House of Commons, therefore, it is our duty to express a
cordial concurrence ; and it cannot fail to be a source of much
satisfaction that the House goes on to pledge itself, to accom-
plish-the great purpose in view af the earliest period that may
be wmpatlble with the welfare of the Slaves, with the safety of
the Colonies, and with the fair interests of all the parties con-
cerned. This declaration coes to the full exfent of our wishes;
and-it gives me the opportunity of observing, ‘that it never has
been the fntention of thie Abolitionists 1o nen*leLt the fair inte-
rests of any of the parties, or to shrivk from the consideration
of such a compensation to the Planters, as can justly be claimed
under the circumstances of the case. In upholding this view,

we have the example of the Colambian Government, which
has imposed a wax upon the whole community for the {_,mdual
redemption of the Slases, at a fair remunerating price. [
adduce this example, not for the purpose of IOLGHIIHCH(IIH“
this’ particular plan; which in my opinion is liable to severa
objections, but only to exemplify the general prineiple;  Before
I leave ‘the consideration’ of my first resolntion, I woald just
say, that a further ground of satisfuction is afforded by the
entire unammity with which the resolutions of the House of
Commons were agreed to; even by those memhers whio:were
immediately comected with the West [ndies, and who have

thus virtually engaged themselves, mot only to refrain from op-

rrrrrr

posing such wise and salutary measures as the! House may have
in its view for the purpuse of* effecting the: gradual ‘Abolition of

Slavery, hut actuallv to co-opemtcr'm Ithé prosecution Uf this

"‘mlerestmw work. AP R P N S R P Nt DY

My second resolution isintended to express the satirfaction
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which we feel in the'important'fact] ‘that- the institution and’
-arrangement of: the meusures, of which tho, gradupl; Abelition,
of-1Slaveryiis. to,he the object,. has. devolved on the LExgeouiive,
Administration-of, the country ;.aad I sincerely, bope, that, with.
whatsoever party any of ,us.may be conunected; and ;whatsopyer
may be pitr packicular politicul sentiments, we shall, be. unani-
mous ,inipassing .this resolution.—That Ministers should have
undertaken: the,: prosecution of this objeet is very. satisfactory,
lor.obvious:- reasons; - For, in the first place, they are possessed
of far wore power to conduct it successfully than any otber
persons. in.ithe kKingdom. Secondly, the situations which they
hold give .them an opportunity of obtaining a more accurate
knowledge .of all the circumstances of. the case- than could be
enjoyed by others; and such a knowledge.will, T trust, enable
them to carry on their plans for the benefit of the Slaves, in a
manner at once efiective and unobjectionable.  Tam persuaded,
moreover, that the sincerity of Ministers, in reference to the
present guestion, cannot, with any reason, be doubted. The
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in. the. course. of the
debatey did not hesitate so to pledge himself to this cause that,
standing as he.dves in a conspicucus station, in the midst of
this great and free. country, it would he uvtterly tmpossible
forohim now to withdraw himsell from it. This pledge was
followed up: by the communications of Earl Bathurst to the
{rovernors of the respective colonies, which, though mid and
moderate, were at the same time firm and resolute, and one of
which .[ will now take .the liberty of reading to the Meeting.
. You.will.observe the decided tone in which Lord Bathurst liere
msists upon -the immediate and total disuse of the punishment
of flogging, as it relates to wemen; and in which he recom-
mends, that, with regard to men, the whip should no longer be
employed as the stimulus {o labour: and you will, T am sure,
agree with me in approving the wisdom of his thus making a
distinetion.in the treatment of the fwo sexes the foundation of
. his system for ameliorating the condition of the Slaves; for no
socicty cav ever rise from a state of barbarism while this dis-
tinction continues to be disregarded. |
- Lhe. third resolution, to which I would new call yvour atfen-
.tion, expresses, That under all the circumstances of the present
question, it.is peculiarly desirable that the people should cou-
« -tinue, to declare their sentiments by petitions to Parliament,
~.1h .order to strepgthen  the bands vf Grovernment in the efforts
1 which they are making for the:benefit of the Slaves. . That such
.o resolution | is perfestly constitutional will be immediately al-
1, dowed s fyr:nothing; can, be more qh}',itqggly*gpusi‘ét’gqt with Bri-
- Aish principles, ;than that;the people. should Ia(ldy_gss' their peti-
tions to the leqislature, n orderq to assist the, cxecutive admini-
S B IRE YE B NP S TRRTATIRT: Ut R P
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stration in the prosecution of an object which has their own
full concurrence. But the point to which I particularly wish
to direct your attention, as a grouud for the present resolution,

is. that of the difficulties which have heen thrown in our way.

Were the abolition of slavery a perfectly easy mat{er—were
there no opposition to encounter, and no difliculty to surmount
—it would be wholly unnecessary for the people to repeat their
petitions. In sach case, we nught sit still in the comfortable
persuasion that the Government would effect the object in view
without any unnecessary delay. DBut what is the real state of
the question ! How has Lord Bathurs’s communication to the
colupies been reccived? In several of the islands if has been
met by a determined and even furious contradiction. By the
legislatare of Jamaica, a series of resolutions have heen drawn
up, in opposition to that Minister’s recommendations, which,
were it not almost too ridiculous to imagine, might even be
coustrued as expressing an Intention of rebellion lfrﬂlllbt the
mother country. Towards the adminisiration of that country
this ]E“TiSIﬂtHI‘E has certainly displaved no peculiar affection ;

for thev have actually appointed a committee for the purpose
of drawing up a petition to the King, that he may be pleased
to remove Lord Batharst from his councils for ever. They have
even gone so far as to annul the Act passed some years since
in the colony for the Registration of Slaves—an Act which was
considered essential to the prevention of the fresh 1mportation
of Nearoes, which was adopted by the legislature of the island,

on an express understanding with the British Parliament.

Among the senators of the colonial legislatures, one gentleman
in Barbadoes is pleased to meet the II]JIIIlCtIUI]S of our Colonial
Secretary, respecting the flogging of women, not only with
violent oppn:ﬂtlon but with vulrar jokes on the gallantry of
Englishmen. Suach raillery on a subject of so delicate and
af"ectlng a nalure does, 1 confess, appear to me to be utterly
abomipable. In the island of Trinidad a large public meeting
of the planters bave been instigated, by Larl Bathurst's com-
munication, to pass a series of resolutions, in which they de-
ciare, that the flogging of women, as well as of men, is indis-
pensably necessary 1o the rood nrder of the colonies; that it is
qaife a mistake fo suppose that the holding of Sunday markets
1s any profanation of the Sabbath; and that nothing more is
needed with respect to the evidence of Slaves, since that-evi-
dence is already received when it is corroborated by two free
men. The vengeance of the West Indians has even beén
wrecked on the Ministers of Rel:glon ; and the gentlemen of
Barbadoes have anited their forces in demoh:hmg the meeting-
honse of a Methodist Missionary, and in forcing him to fly
from the isiand for his life, on account of his snpposed con-
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nection with the sdlanous African Institution. And when a
proclamation was issued by the Governor of the island, offering
2 reward on the conviction of the offenders, 11 was recelved by
these gentlemen rioters with nothing bat insult and mockery.

Such is the nature of the upptmtmn which renders it so
desirable for us to strengthen the hands of Government by our
petitions to Parliament.  And now permit me to make a short
digression, that I may consider the subject ol insurrections.
There is uotlunﬂ which bas so much alurmed the public mind,
in reference Lo tln: present question, as the veliement dGL]dI'd-
tions of some of the Colonial Legislatures, that the benevolent
proceedings of our Government could not fail to be productive
of the most formidable insurrections among the Slaves; that
the Planters would be the martyrs to our heediess philanthropy;
and that all the islands would unguestionably overflow with
bluod.  On these declarations 1 would observe, that the Colo-
nial Legislatures would, in my opinion, hardly he so fuolish as
to promulgate soclh mﬂ'unnmtuw sentiments, did they really
apprehend that there was much danger of rebellion,  And, in-
deed, these gentlemen are prone to contradict themselves o
the subject; for I find, from the Courier of vesterday, that one
of the members of the legislative assembly of Janm:r_d about
51X weeks since, moved a message to the Governor, That the
House, on examining the dlave ].uw. had found it cmupler‘e in
all tts parts ; and that it was uudealmhl(, to take any further
measure, at present, to ameliorate the condition of the Slaves,
since, In consequence of the discussion in Parliament, it 11115111
tend to unsettle their minds, which are now (viz. six months
after the arrival in Jamaica of the first telligence of that
discussion) perfectly quiel and contented.

But this is a question on which it will be suttable to advert
lo some very plain moral principles. Is it Kinduess; 1s 1t
benevolence ; is it the hupe of future relief from hardship
which induces a man to rise up in anger against his ueighbours !
Certainly not; for these things have no other tendency than to
pacily and to please. 1t is the continuance of oppression, 1t 1s
the despair of any amelioration in the condition of the oppressed,
which produces a disposition to rise in arms against the oppres-
sor. Liet me suppose for an instant that I de myself a Slave
in the West Indics, and subject to the many h'lr{l.shlps which
accompany such a condition. Were I told, that the hand of
benevolence was to be extended towards me; that, through
the kind interference of the British Parliament, my Sll[TGllll"S
would be gradually mitigated, and in the end enfively ;anved
the effect on my mind of such information would, 1 think, un-
doubtedly be this, that 1 should be the more w;lllnn to bear my
sullerings for a time, because of the bright hope of a future de-
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iiferhnc'e. Bot were I at the same timo miorme{] that (s ¢ b(,-
‘nevolent instructions of Parliament had been violeutly opppsed
by ‘the colonial legislature to which I was immediately subject
—were 1 told that a2 commitiee of that legisluture had been
appo:inted, to draw up a petitien {o the [S.lnﬂ tor the removal
frum lis couneils of that Minister who was to conduct thesc
schhemes of merev-in my favou. —tiet public meetings of the
planters had been passing resolutions, insisting on the continu-
ance ﬂf the cruel punishment of the whip as nllt]‘rlied hoth to
men and to women, as well as of that []HJII::-t provision which
prevented mv evidenee from heing received in a conrt ol jus-
tice ; did the > intellicence moreover reach me, that the meeting-
house which I kad been accusiomed to attend was levelled witl
the sroand, and the Jinister from whom [ received mstruction
banislied from the island, so that I was now to be deprived of
the only consolations which mv hard lot had adnn
the consolations of religion ;—under such circumstances, 1 say,
however it might still be my Christian duty tu suffer rather tha
rebel, vet I must confess that the incitements to rebellion, with
which I siiould then be surroanded would appear to be power-
ful, pressing, and, to the uncultivated mind, almoust entirely
irresistible. . Now what do voa think of the fairness dnpl..md
by these gentlemen, when they turn round upon us, and say, lhe
fanlt is vour s—our blood is upon vour heads! Duduu!m..dh I
must be confessed that our [Jrnceedmgs form oue link in the
chain ; for we know that all car actions, however free and spon-
taneous 1n themselves, form a connected part of that vast serics
of events which will d::SllI‘Edh terminate in the glory of God,
and in tie welfare of those that fear him. But such an admis-
sion can in no degree justify the notion that we are responsible
for the evil consequences apprehended by the planters.—Let vs
suppose, 1n order to fiuniliarize our argument, that 2 tradesman
exposes his silks and his mauslins at the window of bis shop,
and that the thief is thereby templed to break in and steal, and
is In consequence brought to the gallows. Now should the
tbief tarn roand upon the tradesman, and say, Y ou are the causc
of my sufferings ;—if vou had not held out the temptation I should
not have cummltted the crime ; my blvod is upon vour head ;—
would 1¢ not, in such a case, be compf:leut to the tradesman Lo re-
ply, No, my frleud the cause ef your suffering is not my right, but
vour wrong. - If then the benevolent instructions of the British
Government are so abused by the planters, as that they thereby
expose themselves to personal dunger and distress, however
thev may he iuclined to ascribe their sufferings to our philun-
thropy, e inav, with the utmost justice reply that they labour
soder a strauge practical error—that their sufferings are to le
attrtbuted not to our right but to their wrony.




SPRECIH OF JOIIN JOSEPII GURNEY, ESQ. 7

I must now advert more particularly to the oniy msurrection
which has of Iate actually taken place in our culonies, the insur-
rection at Demerara. . I consider it as one instauce of unfairness
in an article which has lately appeared in the Quarterly Review,
that this insurrection is there attributed, without any reserve or
hesitation, to the fate discuassion in Parliament, and to that cause
only; and a similar unfairness has been evinced by many other
persons who have endeavoure . to impede the course of our pro-
ceedinrs.—Since the fucts of . the case are at present not fully
known, and since they will svon come under the cunsideration
of Parliament, it would be i improper, by any decisive e assertion,
to prejudge the question.  In the mean tune, however, the
correctness of the notion, that the Demerara msurrection origi-
nated mn that discussion, lld:: not been proved, and 1n my opinien
is very far from probable. Gentlemen perhaps are bardly aware
that this insurrection, which has been represented by the colo-
nists as so furmidable, and which must have arisen, 1t we are (o
believe their statements out of deep and long-laid plots, broke
out within three or four weeks of the first urrival of any intelli-
cence at the colony of what bad taken place in England. It is
1ls0 1o be vbsery ed, that the greater part of the slave population
in that colony speak no other language than Dutch, and were
therefore, in all probability, wholly unacquainted with these
fearful contents of the English newspapers,  Should it however
appear that sume misrepresentation of the declared intentions
of our Government at home, when contrasted with the unabated
hardships under which lhev were sullering in the colony, waxs
the means of quickening the insurrcctionary movements of
these unfurtunate Negroes, it Is still very obvious that the real
origcin of the miscl el is to be found in thuse hardships. 1
lmppen to be acquainted with a few circumstances velative to
Demerara, which throw no little light upon this position; for
I have lately scen a letter from a gentleman of great respacta-
bility, resident on the spot, in which some account 1s given of
cerlain indiyiduals who are accused of having been active 1o the
imsurrection, One of these persouns, Quaming, is described as
being of a humble, quiet, and peaceable disposition, and ‘¢ al-
ways a peacc-maker;” and it 1s added by the writer, that 1t he
was really engaged in the iusurrection, such a circumstance
could be owing ouly to *“ insupportable pruruuntiun.” Anotlier,
named Jack, is the son of Quamna., }He was married to a
young woman who resided on a neighbouring estate, by whom
he had two children: but a White man tuuk away his wile from
him, and thus destroyed his domestic felicity for ever. Now
surely 1t is a perversion of reason, utterly: at variance with all
moral philosophy, and which even the most childish. system ot
ethics ever invented would rise up and condenm, to atlribute
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the rehellious conduct of this unbappy Negro to the absiract be-

nevolence of a distant Parliament, rather than o the aciual and
enormous iniquily of which he was himself the belpless and un-
offending victim; asd against which, be it observed, the boasted
laws of our colonies affurd no prutection or remedy whatsoever,

The observations which I have now ventured to offer may
serve to exemplify and confirm a very plain priociple, of which
our friend Clarkson reminded us a few nights since, that we
ought ever to distinguish between the occasion and the cause of
events, W hatsoever then may have been the occasion of the
insurrections which bave at varivus times taken place in the
West Indies, the cause of them is unqguestionably to be found
in slavery, and in slavery alone. Nor shall we ever gel rid of
a ]lablllt\ to these trightiul disasters, until we are deliv er{,d from
that unrizhteous 53atem out of which they arise.

To return to the resolution, I hope it 15 now sufliciently clear
that the obstructions to the progress of our cause render it
necessarv for us to strengthen the hands of Government by our
petitions to Parliament. But were these obstructions abselutely
Insurmountable, were the opposition of the West Indrans such
as 1t was unpossible to overcome, were there ro hope of scaling
the mounntain befure uvs, we should sink into flat despair, and
soon arrive at the conclusion that all our petitions wounld be
useless. It is therefore with peculiar pleasure that I turn to
another branch of the subject, and proceed to shew, that those
improvements, which by the Legislatore of Jamaica are declared
to be undesirable and aln:ost 111*;)05‘31[)]0 are by the Legisla-
tures of some others of the i:lands cm(]mlh approved, and in
part already acted un. At Tobazo, an Act was passed during
the last vear, which estublishes courts of judicature for the trial
of Slaves, and gives them the benelit of trial by jurv; admits
the evidence of Slaves against White persons; appoints gaav-
dians to take cognizance of their complaints; directs persons
committed as Slaves to be discharged as free, unless an owner
prove lis title to them within six weeks: secures to Slaves the
possession and inberitance of their property; abolishes the
Sunday market; and graots them one day in every week for
the cultivation of their pravision grounds, except during four
months of the year. At Grenada, in consequence of the conl-
munication of Lord Bathurst, 3 Commiltee of the Legislature
was appointed to draw ap regulatlous, in order to secure for
the Slave a sufficient time tu work in bis ground, a specific
allowance of food and clothing, and tbe right of epjoying and
hequeathing personal property ; to limit and record all punish-
ments; to admit, in certaln cases, the competency of Slave
evidence; to discontinuc public markcts on the Lord's dav;
and to devise some cflectual mode. for casuring to the Negroes
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moral and religious instruction. At Nevis, we find the two
branches of the [Legislature declaring, that they can see no
posstble objection to a Slave’s purcbasing his own reedom sub-
ject to regulations. We find them alse resolving positively, that
the cart-whip shall be abolished entirely as an instrument of
driving ; that as far as practicable the Slaves should become
adscriptt glebe, and should not be separated from the soil;
that measures should be taken towards the admission of Slave
evidence under certain regulations ; and that the punishment of
females, by cart-whipping and the exposure of the person, should
be discontinued.—At St. Kitt’s, the King's Council has entered
into some similar resolations. ‘¢ These,” say they, * are framed
with a view of improving the physical and moral condition of' the
Slave, so as eventually to qualify him for a state of freedom, to
which object this Board will earnestly contribute, upon such
provisions heing wade for the protection of the person and pro-
perty of the Proprietors of Slaves in this island, as may be
expected from the wisdom and Justice of the British Parliament,
and from the henevolent solicitude of our sovereign.”

Now while the intelligence received from these islands of
the intentions and acts of their legislatures, afford us a solid
encouragement to believe that the good and great work is really
going forward, that intellicence 1s the more important, because
(with every allowance for the different circumstances of different
parts of the West Indies) it must be considered, on the whole,
as oilering to the fiery resolutions passed in Jamaica and some
other colonies, a flat, decided, and most satistactory con-
tradiction.

We learn from the declarations made by these more pliable
istanders, that the work of amelioration and emancipation may
oo forward not only with advantage to the Slave, hut with safety
to the Planter. And now that I am on this point of our subject,
I would take the opportunity of carnestly recommending to
your attention a pamphlet lately published by Thomas Clarkson,
entitled, ¢ Thoughts on the Necessity of improving the Condi-
tion of the Slaves, with a View to their nitimate Emancipation.”
That pamphlet contains a description of several instances of the
emancipation of Slaves in large bodies; and in every one of
those instances the act of mercy, under the influence of wise
and salutary regulations, was found to be perfectly consistent
with the safety and advantage of all the parties concerned.
A few of the examples alluded to I will tuke the liberty of
brielly reciting. At the close of the first American war, a large
body of Negroes, who had been in bondage under American
masters, and had joined the ranks of the English army, were
conveyed, at the order of our Government, to Nova Scotia,
where a settlement was given to them, and where, with their
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wires and children, they formed a society of upwards of two
thousand persons.. They Ioug bore.in that colony the character
of sobriety and 1nduostry ; and at length, when it was discovered
that the climate of Nova Scotia was destructive to their health,
they were transported to the coast of Africa, where they formed
the new colony of Sierra Leone. There they continued to exert
themselves iu procuring their own maintenance, and the greater
part of them soon became Independent, and many even upulvnt
A very similar circumstance occurred at the close of the last
American war, in 1814. A considerable body of Slaves, who
bad been induced 1o desert the estates of their masters, and to
enlist as soldiers in our army, were then placed on a proper
allotment of land, in the island of Trinidad, where ¢hey also
displayed the energv of {reemen, and betook themselves with
much sobriety and lndustn to the cultivation of their grounds.

It is probably known to most of the persons whom I am now
addressing, that the colony of Sierra Leone has been angmented
of late vears to a verv considerable extent, by large budies of
\erfrue.a, re-captured on the coast of Alrlc..l or during the
Middle Passace, by the British cruisers. J.\Iam thousands of
these miserable sufferers have been delivered from the holds of
slave ships, and have been settled, under the protection of the
English, in the vicinity of Sierra Leone. And how have they
conducted themselves! Have they become a prey to indolence,
or eagerly returned to a wild and ulldl‘:Clp]llltd mode of life!
No. ThE} have on the contrary evinced, in the most remark-
able manuer, the tractability of the African cbaracter. They
bave submitted themselves to the care of Christian pastors, have
very generally adupted the principles of out holy religion, and
have mamfe:ated in their conduct so much industry, bUbllbt},
and order, as to afford a most 1pstroctive emnnple to other
communities, which boast of a far higher degree of knowledge
and civilization.

But of all the examples adduced by this useful and benevo-
lent writer, that of St. Domingo is the most completely 1n point;
and I have peculiar pleasure in mentivning it, because such is
the want of information generally pFE\alllﬂg on the snbject, that
the history of that island is perpetually cited by our opponents
as allurdipg a trinvmphant argument against the abolition of
slavery, To the vear 1792, Santouax and Polverel were sent
by the Revolutionary Gov ernment of France as Comimissioners
to St. Domingo, in order to settle somme disputes which bad
arisen, ou the suh_]eat of constitutional rights, between the {ree
Mulutto and the W hite inhabitants, Such was the destructive
fury of the two parties, that the commissioners were obliged to
cali in the Negroes to their assistance ; and this measure pre-
seatly led fo the emancipation of the wlmlc slave populution of
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the nlaml amounting tv half amilfion in number. The Slaves
were 1n ihc first mbtauce attached to the cstates of their masters,
Qs ﬂdsf_npla gleba, fur one vear; a term which, by Toussaint
(who came into power in 1794), was very prudently extended
to five veavs; and that wise and excellent man added = variety
of other regulations, which tended to secure at once the rights
of the \enmes and the safety of the YW hite inhabitants. \Tuw
what was the consequence of the emanmpahun of Slaves, when
tried on this extensive scale, and In times of peculiar turbulence
and danger ! It was this—That the planters continued in the
uninterrupted possession of their estates; and that the Negroes
quielly worked on thuse estates for reasonuable wages, until the
year 1802, when the whole island was thrown into the most
horrible confusion, by the iniquitous attempt of Bonaparte,
under the fatal influence of the deluded planters, forcibly to
reduce the emancipated Black population to tueir pristine state
of slavery.,

Still more interesting, il possible, 1s the narrative given by
our philanthropic anthor of the proceedings of Joshua Steele.
During the course of the great contest respecting the Abolition
of the British Slave-trade, and when eizhty vears old, this
centleman sailed from London and crossed the Ulmmc in
order to undertake the superintendance of his own estate—an
estate of 20004 por annum—in the 1sland of Barbadoes, and
with the determination to change the whole system of its
management,  On his arrival he abolished the use of the whip
as a stimulus (o labour, nstituled {ask-ws, . for smell rewards,
and established a court of judicature among the Negsroes them-
selves, by order of which alone all punishments were inflicted.
Afterwards he converted almost the whole of bhis Slaves into
copyhold bond fcnants, receiving from them a rent {or the land,
which he permitted them {o occupy, as well as for his legal
interest in their own persons, and on the other hand paying them
regular wages for their labour. When he had thus brought
them to the very threshold of freedom, this work of mercey and
true w isdom was cut short by the death ot the venerable Planter,
m his Olst yvear. Do the mean time, however, the effects pro-
duced by his adinirable plans were these: 'llmt order and hap-
piness prevailed throughout this hittle community; and that
both the quantity of labour cffected in a riven time by the
Negroes, and the profits of the plantation m,el[, were !nﬂltll}llt}d
Hhree-fold.

I'tis said that the West-Tudian Slaves are an abandoned race,
wlho, i hiberated from their bondage, would not fail to emplm
ﬂiell‘ power in, the destruction of their former masters. It is
said also, that they arc an incturably indolent race: and that, if
they were-once delivered: from the cart-whip, they would for
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ever cease to exert themselves, either in their owa behslf, or 1n
the service of others. DBut the instances which have now been
adverted to, afford the most satisfactory evidence that neither
of these assertionsis true. They plainly evince that the Negroes
are easily won by kinduess, and that those who bestow upon them
the sweet boon of liberty are perfectly safe in their hands ; and
further, that, like other persons, they nced no other stimmalus to
a willing indastiry, than those common motives which are found
so aniversally eflicacious in actuating the free labourer.

Such, then, are the grounds which I have already laid for my
resolution in favour of a petition: first, the difhcnities which
are thrown in oor wayv; and secondly, the reasonable hope
which so much solid evidence enables us to entertain, that ali
those diificulties may be surmounted to the unspeakable advan-
tage of the Slave, and without any danger to the Planters. Be-
fore, Lowever, I. finally offer the resolutions to the Meeting 1
must take the liberty of adverting to a few of those neanl
principles and facts (in relation fo slav ery, and to the preaent
condition of the Slaves,) on whbich our whole proceedings are
crounded. That these proceedings should be marked by mo-
deration is indeed earpestly to be desired. 1t is our decided
wish that the measures of Government, in the pursuit of our
olject should be prudent and temperate ; and we are very far
1ndeed from supposing that there may not he many of the W est-
Indian Planters, who treat their Slaves with real bencvolence.
1t is, I am sure, most agreeable to believe, that this may be the
case wiih ihe great 1mjur1tv of their bodv. Bat while modera-
tion and charm are thus exercised, it would be improper and
absurd to shut cor eves either to p"mclples or to facts. Now
I suppose that all present will agree with me in the position,
that a condition of society 1n which one large portion of the
pepulation is the absolute property of anuther must have a ten-
dency to corrupt, degrade, and barden the heart The Quar-
terh Reviewers, ‘Hhﬁ have treated the suﬂ'enngs of our Yest-
Iedian Slaves with so light and faint a touch, have, in the very
same Number, pre:.-,ented to their readers a powerful des¢r1p1wn
of the abominable cruelties practised on the Slaves in some of
the States of North America. I will not undertake to calculate
what allowance ought to be made for any supposed difference of
character between the American and the Englishman ; but of
this I am fully assured, that man in bis patural state, and until
Le is mended by something better than himself, is far too prone
to evil, to be safely intrusted with mtlcmztedpmwr over his
fellow-creatures. Such 1s one of the principles to which I
wished to advert. Another still more fundamental principle is
this ; That the Slave possesses a right to a property in his own
person, much superior to that which can possibly belong to any
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second person. The right of the Slave to a property in his own
person is founded on the most unexceptionable of all titles—
the gift of God. The right of bis master to that properiy, al-
though recognized by law, and therefore not to be disregarded,
is, in fact, the-mere creature of a depraved custom, and in the
present inslance has no other origin than the most atrocious
system of fraud and rapine which has ever disgraced the history
of man. .

And now with regard to facts; the Quarterly Reviewer visits
with heavy condemmation the assertion of that great and good
man, William Wilberforce—an assertion which, in my opinion,
does him real credit—that a proposition which has of late been
bandied about in almost every pari of the kingdom—viz. that
the condition of the West-Indian Slaves is fully equal to that of
the free Peasantry of this country—is * monstrous in itself, and
implies a total insensibility to the native feelings and moral dig-
nity of man.” Now certainly, in persons who are unacquainted
with the subject, this proposition may imply little more than {o-
tal ignorance ; but in those who know what Colonial Slavery 1s,
and are acquainted with its effects, it does appear to imply such
an insensibility. Let us briefly run through the comparison be-
tween the two parties. [ apprehend that the views of the per-
sons who are so much attached to this proposition, are limited
to the mere physical condition of the degraded Negroes. The
Slaves, it is said, are clothed, fed, and housed; and we grant
that a certain provision of clothing, such as that warm chimate
requires, is directed by the colonial law to be given to them—
that they have a small allowance of salt fish, and have provision
arounds, which they are permitted to cultivate principally on
the Sabbath-day. In these two points, I conceive that the com-
parison is still to the advantage of the British Peasant. The
same may certainly be said with reference fo habitation, as the
huts of the Negroes are greatly inferior to the English cottages.
And with regard to labour, our peasantry would, 1 presume, be
very unwilling to exchange their condition with that of those
unfortunate bondsmen, who not only work like themselves for
nine or ten hours during the day, but who, for several months
in the year, are compelled to continue their drudgery during
half of every night, or the whole of every other night, But let
it be conceded for a moment, that in point of clothing, food,
housing, and labour, the condition of the West-Indian Slave,
and that of the free British Peasant are equal; there are still
a few other particulars of no very inferior inoment, in which a
strange difference will be foand between the two parties in the
comparison. In the first place, the British Peasant settles when
he pleases in married: life, as easily as any other person, and
henceforward no man may interfere with his domestic comforts.
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‘The West-Indian Slave who takes a woman for his companion
is for the most part not married at all. ~ And here T-would ob-
serve, 1n passing, that the vaunted marriages of Slaves; asserted
by the ¢ Voice from Jamaica” to have tdl_wu place daring the
last vear in that island, are believed, by persons very well
acqoainted with the sebject, to have been cllveted in conse-
gquence of the discussions in Euogland, and evza " 1ne coorse of
a very few lours. But, be the Slave married in furm or not, his
connubial connection 1s totally unprotected by law : and the ca-
price of Lis master, or the sale by auction of the property of
which lie forims a part, may at any tuae tear his wife from: his
bosom, and separate hLis hclplc—wa children from their parents.
The MNegro works under the stimulus of the lash; and-the
laws of our colunies bestow upon his master or overseer a full
authority for inflicting on him, his wife, or his daughter, thirty-
nine lashes {or any fault or mishehaviver. Now 1 do not Kuoew
what one of our free Peasants would say to sach ussault and
battery; but I rather apprehend that he would be fonnd to ri-o
up in his own defence, and that in no very inefficacious way.
Be that as it muy, however, the law is always open to him ; just
as open, 1 am happ_\ to sav, as it 1s {v our worthy Chairman
inmseli, or to the King upon his throne.  Bat how is 1t with
the miserable Slave! It his masier even excced the pre-
scribed number of his lashes—if he mnltiply the tens into
hundreds—if Le absolutely murder hina in cold blood, and 3t
there be present ten thousund witnesses, yoi, if all those wit-
nesses be Slaves hike Limself, the laws of our colonies afivrd
no effzctive redress or satisfaction, and the oliender mav even
cojov an abolute tmpunity. But it 1s not onlyv as 1t relates to
the evidence of Slaves, that British colonial law s of uneqnnl
application. During the last vear, a cuse of yreat notoriety ac-
carred in Jamaica of a mpltll crime repeatedly commiticd,
under circumstaoces of the mest monstrous atrecity, on tie
person of a child only nine vears old. It happened that a free
person wiinessed the trausaction. The offender was prosecut-
ed, and convicted on clear evidence.  An arrest of jndament
was moved by his counscl, cu tlhe ground that the sufferer was o
Slave. So overpowered were the 1ee11uns of the Judges by the
atrocity of the case, thut they ov erruled the D]JJCC'IIUII and
condenined the criminal to death. But, on a cool survey of
the case alter the trial was over, the Chief Justice of the island
a3 ohliged to acknowledge lis own™ opinicn {though 1 believe
the case to be still undeudcu), thatl the sentence conld not be
legally carried into effect s and thus this tremendous crime was
likelv to descend to the level of 2 simple misdemeanor, panish-
able only by a small fine or short imprisonment. Now, however
mauny of us may deprecate the punishiment of deatl, even in
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such a case as I bave now described, 1 am sure-we shall he una-
nimouns In cundemnm" S0 gross an mequahh in the apphcatmn
of law. -

In short, the: Dritish Peasant 15 his own master, and a free-
man. The West-Indian Stave isa mere chattel. Heis reduced
to the condition of the beast of burden. He muy, it is true,
he very Kindly treated. He may also be bought, sold, diverced
from his wife, separated from his children, worked bard, flog-
ged, tortured, branded with red-bot irou, and, under particular
c:ruumshnccs even murdered, according to the arbitrarv de-
terminations of his fellow-men.  And now T may appeal to the
whole of this meeting, whether it be not indeed true, that the
propositton to which I have been alluding is “ monstrous, and
that 1t implies a total insensibility to the native feclings and
moral dignity of man?”

In conclusion, T beg leave to say, that on every occasion,
whether public or prnale it 1s my dvme, however unde!{]lldle-
ly fullilled, to act on the prmuplc:; of a Christian. You must
allow e, 1l1erelore, to say a few words on the nolign which
bas been very much circulated of late, that slav ery, as It exists
in our colonies, is not inconsistent with those plln{:lples. i

sav, that it 1s uttulv at vartance with the dictates of Christianity
llm[ one man should be regarded as the mere chattel of another;

utterly at variance with hose dictates, that we should C(llllpel
our fellow-creatures to lubour for us, and give them no wages -
for their labour; that we should inflict upun them the cruel
punishiment of the whip at our own discretion; that we should
degrade, expose, and toiture, even the female sex; that we
should subject whole {umilies to writs of Venditioni exponas,
by which the ncarest ties of affection may he forcibly torn asun-
der; and, finally, that we should allow of a system, under which
persons, who like ourselves possess immortal souls, are resarded
aud treated hike the beasts that perish.  Assuredly, all these
particulars are m absolete contradiction to that golden rule
which has been so appositely quoted by our Chairman— Do
unto others as yve would have others do untoyou,”  Iven ander
the Jewish Law, and before the introduction of Christiamty,
how often were the Prophets engaged 1 proclaiming liberty to
the captive! < Is this the fast that I have chusen, sarth the
Lord, a day for a man to afllict his soul? Is it that he bow
down his head as a bulrush, and bl]lL‘d{l sackeloth and ashes

under him?  Will ye call this a fust, aud an aceeptable day
unto the Lord! Is nol thes the fast that I bave chosen {—1o
loose the bands ol wickedness ; ‘o undo the heavy hur(lous; {0
let the oppressed go free, and to break every wkv WV hile
therefore 1 would encourage every dhpnsmnn to moderation and
charity 3 while T can sinc mel\ declare that no persons connected
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with the present question, appear to me to be so much the
objects for deep commiseration as the oppressors themselves,
(for theirs is the worst and most terrible of slavery,) vet 1 can-
not but remember, that, in grounding our proceedings on the
noble principles of theBritish Constitution, and on the celestial
sanctions of Christianity itself we are standing on a rock which
cannot be shaken. I must therefore implore our benevolent
and energetic Chairman ; I maust implore our worthy Member
for the county (now present); I must implore youn all—whatso-
ever situations you may occupy—never to relax your efforts in
this holy cause, but to go forward with a step at once measured
and determined—at once gentle and resolute—until that happy
day shall arrive when every individual within the whole circuit
of the British dominions shall be able to lift up his head with
thankfulness and joy, and say, BEHOLD, I AM FREE,
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