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A LETTER FROM THE GENERAL AS-
semBLy fo the Churches wnder
their care, on the subject of the
Monthly Concert.

The General Assembly of the Preshyterian
Church in the United States, to the Peo-
ple under their carc—“Grace to you,
and peace from God our Futher, and the
Lord Jesus Christ.”

Christian Brethren,—In attenc-
ing, during our present sessions, to
the reports from the several Pres-
byteries in our connexion, on the
state of religion within their bounds
respectively, we have been deeply
gricved to find that the Monthly
Concert for prayer has not been
regarded, in a manner correspond-
ing with its unspeakable import-
ance. In some Presbyteries and
congregations, indeed, it appears
that the appointed season has been
better observed than in others: but
in almost all, the observance, we
fear, has been defective, and in
many, no room is left to doubt that
the neglect has been great and la-
mentable.  We therefore feel it to
be our indispensable duty, to call
your serious attention to this sub-
ject; and to endeavour to speak to
you upon it, with the plainness, the
hidelity, and the tenderness, hecom-
ing those to whom has been com-
mitted the care of souls, and wiio
are under an awful responsibility
for the faithful discharge of their
sacred trust.

Vou, VIIL.—Ch. 4dv.

As it is our earnest desire that
our views may in no respect be
misapprehended, we would first of
all obscrve, that we are very far
from wishing to place the day, or
evening, assigned for the monthly
concert, on the same footing with
the holy sabbath. None but God,
who gave us all our time, has a
right to hallow any portion of it;
and he has hallowed no more than
one day in seven, This you know
is the doctrine of our church, and
it is a dectrine whichi we wish not
to contravene, but to maintain and
teach. There certainly may be
occasions, when the most fervent
Christian may not only find it his
duty to be absent from the monthly
concert, but to employ the time of
its continuance in such sccular bu-
siness as would De utterly impro-
per, during any of the sacred hours
of the sabbath, But on the other
hand, consider, brethren, that the
word of God docs plainly teach,
that we should, as occasion re-
quires, set apart a portion of secu-
lar time for special prayer, and for
fasting too, when the aspect of
God’s providence plainly calls us
to these duties.  Recollect also,
that from the nature of the case, it
1 not possible there should be an
extended union for special prayer,
without a publick agreement or
nnderstanding, as to the time when
individuals shall come together for
the purpose. Now, we regard the
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way on the wnily of the charch,
They speak for themselhves, Tuis
perfeetdy plainy that the visible
church is united i tee manuer he
statess and it 1s adso equally |>Lun,
that it 15 not anml;unnalul 1o
one denomination: thus, in one
sense Christians are united, and in
anothery they are not nnited.
Injustice is done 1o Dro Jane-
way by the Reviewer, when he
suvsy P 101, % he does not think it
Comports w uh the zealous promo-
tion of that prosperity (of his own
churchly to afford the ieust coun-
tenance to me at least of our dis-
tinctive principles.”  After giving
his views en the question of wnl-
gamation, he proceeds in his ser-
mon to give utterance to his chari-
table feelings: “ In the mean time,”
&eop. 13 Does this look like a
refusal to afford to his Lpiscopal
brethren the least covntenance? He
does not repel them, but they repel
himg at least those Episcopalians,
who consien him and @l Christians
throughout "the whle world, who do
not boro 1o prelatical Episcopuaey, to
the UNCOVENANTED MERCIES  OF
Gop, and maintain that there can
Be X0 COMMUNION WITH THE ADO-
pasre Heap or vue cucren, ser
THROUGH A DIOCESAN BISHOY.

JEFFERSON’S PAPERS.
( Concluded from page 251.)

Awong Mr. J’s Anas, (Vol. iv. .
312,) the following article appears:

« Doctor Rush tells me that he
had it from Asa Green, that when
theclergy addressed General Wash-
ington on his departure from the
Govemmtnt it was observed in
theirconsultatlon that he had never,
on any occasion, said a word to the
publick which showed a belief in the
Christian religion, and they thought
they should so pen their address as
to force him at length to declare

publickly, whether he was a Chris-

tlan or not.  They did so. Tow-

Vor, VIL—i Jdy,

M U L IR
Jl’(,(/'mm o 1"{11.un.

over, he observed, the old fox was
too cunmite for them,  He answer-
e every article of their address
pmuulul\ except that, which he
nassedd over without notice.  Rush
nbwmw he never did say a word
on the subject in any of his publick
papers, escept in his \.1lcdlctory
letter to the Governors of the States
when he resiened his commission
in the army, wherein he speaks of
“the benizn mﬂucuu of the Chris-
tian religion)

« | know that Governeur Morris,
who pretended to be in his secrets,
and beieved himself to be so, has
often told me that General Wash-
ington believed no more of that sys-
tem than he himself did.”

As nearly the whole of this ex-
traordinary article refers to an ad-
dress made by the clergy to Gene-
ral Washington “on his departure
from the government,” and his re-
ply to that address, we shall lay
both these papers before our read-
ers— Lhe lirst we extract from the
publications of the day; the origis
nal of the second, bcarnw the auto-
avaph signature of General Wash-
ington, is now before us,

T, George Washington, President of the
ITnited States,

Sir,—On this day, which hecomes im-
nortant in the annals of Awerica, as mark-
ing the close of a splendid publick life,
devoted for near half a century to the
scrvice of your couatry, we, the under.
signed clug\ of mﬂexcnt denommatmns
residing inand near the city of Philadel-
phia, beg leave to juin the voice of our
fellow citizens, in exy ressing a deep sense
of your publick services, in every depart-
ment of trust and authonty committed to
vou., Butin ourspecial claracter as mi-
nisters of the gospel of Christ, we are
more imniediately bound to acknowledge
the countenance which you have uniform-
ly iven to his holy religion.

In your publick character, we have uni-
formiy beheld the edifying example of a
civil ruler always acknowledging the su.
purintendance of divine Providence in the
afiairs of men; and confirming that ex-
ample by the pu“u'tul recommendation
of religion and morality, as the firmest
hasis o social happiness;—more espe-
cilly in the following language of your
affectionate parting adlress to vour fellow
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citizens—* Of ull the dispositions amd b
bits which lcad to pulmul Prosperity, re-
ligion and morality wee indispens Gl supe
ports. In vain would that i clan tie
tribute of patriotism, who should Lbonr to
subvert these great pillars of soeid Lappi-
ness—the surcst props of the dntics of
men and citizens, The mere politicua,
equally with the retigions wan, ought to
respect and  cherishe them, A veline
coukl not trace ail their connexion, with
private and publick felicity.  Letnswith
caution indulge the suppusition that mo-
rality can be m.um.unul without rclizion,
Reason and expericnce forbid us to ex.
pecet that national morality can prevail in
exclusion of religions pnnuplu 7 shoald
the lmpmt‘mcg "of thesc Just nd pious
sentiments be duly appreciated el re-
garded, we confilemly trist U the
prayers you have offerdd for the prospe.
rity of our common country will be an-
swered. In these pravers we most fop
vently unite; and with cqual fervour ve
Joinin those which the numerou: publick
bodies that represent the citizens of these
states are oflering for their beloved chici,
We most devoutly mmplore the divine
blessing to attend you in vour retirement,
to make it all respects comfortable o
you, to satisfy you with length of days;
and finally to reccive you into happiness
and glory infinitely greater than this world
can bestow,
Wx, Wurrr,
ASHBEL GREEN,
Wt Syir,
Joux Ewing,
SAMUEL JoNLS,
W, Hevnee,
Samuen Macaw,
Hexny Hervern,
Saxver Bram,
Nicorss Cotniy,
Rosert ANNAYN,
W, Magsuawr,
Joux Menen,
Philadelphia, March 3d, 1797,

JouN Asnuews,

Jo I Senvoy,
Ronent Brackwrir,
W, Rocrns,
Tiovas Usriek,
Axpnrw Husrin,
Jonxy Dickiss,

J. Joxgs,

Joseen Trrven,
Ezexien Cooven,
Monraay [, Rakes,
Jas. Anercrosmie,

To the Clergyof different denominations re-
siding in und near the city of Plaludel-
phia.

Gentlemen,—Not to acknowlcdge with
gratitude and scnsibility the affectionate
addresses and benevolent wishies of my
fellow citizens, on my retiring from pub-
lick lite, would prove that I have been
unworthy of the confidence which they
have becn pleased torepose in me.

And among those publick testimonics
of attachment and approbation, none can
be more grateful than that of so respecta.
ble a body as yours,

Believing, as 1 do, that Religion and
Morality ave the essential pillars of civil
society ; I view, with unspeakable plea-
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sure, that Liarmony and  brotherlv love
which churacterize the Clergy of differ-
ent dens nmu"nn~, aswell e this, as in
cther prets of the Uolted States; exlibite
e 1o e t‘.’nt'!«l aonew and interesting
wiectueley stones the pride of our coun-
trvan b the surest busis of universal har-
Hiony,

That vour Ldeves i e good of man-
Kitel v be erovnod with suecess; that
Lot ‘l cijorments may he come
menstate with Your mert's; and that the
fatire u\\ ard of vood and fathtul ser-
vants ey Dy venes, [ oshiall not cease to
soplicate the Divine Athor of life and
fohienin, oo, WasnieToN,

No ue surely, on reading the
preceding papers, will (hscmcl in
them any evidence of the correct-
ness of M JSs staiement, I the
clepe ) in thewr consultation, had
sald what M. J., on the alleved re-
port of Dr. Rush, makes them say,
they mnst have been very wnormt,
or very regardless of the tluth. In
General Washi ington's “valedicto-
ry letter to tie governors of the
siates, when he re: w'ml his com-
misston in the army,” we find—and
we koow that at least one of the
cleray had then found—the two {ol-
lmnn” passazes—* The free culti-

atmn of Tetters, the unbounded ex-
tension of commerce, the prozres-
sive refinement of manners, the
growing liberality ufsontlment and,
above all, the pure ead benign light
of u’uf[u[mn have had a meliorat-
ing influence on mankind, and in-
creased the blessings of society,”—
Again, in rlosnwthclettcr the Ge-
net .1l lhlls recognises the necessity
of divine influence, in a fervent pe-
tition to \Innnht\ God—* That He
would most «rmcmusly be pleased
to dispose us ¢l to do justice, to
love wercy, and to demean our-
selves with that charity, humility,
and pacifick temper of mind, which
were the characteriztics of the Di-
vine duthor of Gur blessed veligion ;
without an humble iwmitation of
whose example in these things, we
can never hope to be a hap py na-
tion.,”  Here we hnd “the benign
light of rREvELATION,” Nt only ex-
plecslv mentioned, but represented
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as having a meliorating influence on
manl\md greater th.m all that 13
derived fmm the cultivation of let-
ters, the extension of commerce, the
refinement of manners, and {he
growing liberality of  sentiment,
This is a most important truth in
itsells and 1€ s trnth which shows
that General Washineton's creed
and system of action, in relation o
morals and religion, were the very
antipodes to those o ail such men
as Mr. J. and Governeur Moruis.
Yet Washineton, forsooth, is to be
wdentified with them—with them
who dishelieved and reviled revela-
tion, and most impiously lmpuled
to it an influence in the hwhe~t de-
gree malignant. ‘The (;an al, too,
speaks (\nllutlv of the “ Divine
Author of our blessed religion,” and
of *“an humble imitation of his ex-
ample,” and of God’s “disposing
us to do justice, to love merev, and
todemean ourselves with that chari-
ty, humility, and pacifick temper of
mind,” which characterized the Sa-
viour. Where, we ack, among all
the writings of the whole tribe of in-
fidels sha! N we find any thing like
this—unless, perhaps, in penning
something intended to serve a mo-
mentary political purpose, and theu
to be sueered at afterwards; hke
Mr. J.’s proclamation for a fast in
Virginia, at the commencement of
our mvnlutnunary war, to which we
have already called the attention of
our readers. Gen. Washington was
no hypocrite—By no one trait of
character was he more distinzuish-
ed than by his love of truth, and an
undisguised and inflexible adhe-
rence to its dictates, Ile never
would have spoken of divine reve-
lation, and of our blessed Naviour,
as he did, if he had not sincerely
believed 1n the truth of the one, and
the divimty of the other,

It so happens that we can speak
from personal knowledge of the
foregoing  address to President
Washington, and of his answer; and
can also probably state the circum-
stance out of which Mr. J.’s Jna
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article,now under consideration, has
been manufactured, It was a tri-
flinwerror, In comparison with many
that M, J. hax shown us that he
coutd commit, if he used the misno-
merof Axa Green for the name of the
preseut editor of the Christian Ad-
vocate.  Be that as it might, the
cditor’s name 15 the second which
appears in the list of those who
subscribed and presented the ad-
dress—the brief history of which
we are abie to give, not merely from
memoty, hut bv the help of a diary
kept at that time, and continued o
the present. On the Ist of March,
1797, three days before General
Washington left the presidential
chair—alas ! we fear we shall never
louk on his fellow again—the cler-
av of different denominations in the
city aud vicimty of Philadelphia,
hel(l a meeting for the purpose of
ﬂ(ldl@sslllg him on that interesting
occasion. In this they did no more
than was done by associations of ci-
tizens of almost every description
—Not to have done it, would have
been considered at that time as a
censurable omission ; yet the doin
of 1t was, we are conhdent a plea-
sant duty to every individual con-
cerned. At the first meeting a com-
mittee, consisting of the ﬁrst three
individuals whose names are exhi-
bited in the list, was appointed to
draught an address; and theaddress
itself was penned by the hand which
now writes. Whether anvalteration
was made in the first (lrauvht, by
the other members of the committee,
is not distinctly recollected, but it
ts believed that there was none; or
none that in any degree changed ite
bearing.  On the 2d of March the
comwittee waited on the President
and furnished him with a copy, to
enable him to prepare his answer,
On the 3d, the day before he ceased
tobe President of the United States,
the clergy went in a body and pre-
sented their address in fonn, and
received the answer which is before
the reader. In the “consultations
of the clergy® on this occasion, itis
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our belief that not a single syllable
was uttered inporting t\mt the Pre-
sident had “unever on any occasion
said a word to the publick which
showed a belief i the Christian
religion.”  Any such allegation, as
we h.wc shown above, wnuld have
been palpably false, if it had been
made; and by the writer, as abready
intimated, it was known then, as
well as now, that on leavine tie
command of the army, the General
had used the language which we
have quoted from his letter to the
governors of the several states. We
have, with a view to what we now
write, conversed with the venera-
ble Bishop White, whose naue is
the first on the list, and who was
one of the committee, and he has
assured us, that he has no trace of
recollection that any thing was said
in the two meetings of the cleray,
relative to the neglect of the l’nesl-
dent to declare Im beliet on the sub-
ject of divine revelation: And the
address shows, beyond controversy,
that nothing was saild “to force
him at length to declare publick-
ly, whether he was a Christian or
not.”

It is however true, the foregoing
statement notwithstanding, that al-
though President W uhm(rtun had,
in numerous publick acts, recog-
nised, in the most pointed and im-
presswe manner, the government
and providence of (]()(l and in his
farewell address, a part of which
was (uoted by the clow\, had
spoken of the influence and impor-
tance of religion, in such & manner
as neither \lr J. nor any other infi-
del ever seriously spoke, yet he had
not during his administration used
such explicit language in regard to
divine revelation, as he used when
he resigned the command of the
army. Tt is also true, that in pen-
ning the address, it was in the mind
of the writer, (he knows not that it
was in any other mind,) that a full
and fair opportunity should be given
him to speak, on leaving the chair

Jegforsun’,
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of state, as he had spoken on quit-
ting his military command, and that
the ad(hea% was framed with some
reference to this object. It is in
fike wauner true, that General
Washington did notsee proper to do
what the writer of the address hoped
he would do, that the writer, also,
regretted this omission, and regrets
it SUH, and that n cunvmsatmn
with his friends he has occasionally
mentioned the facts which he now
states.  He has not, ndeed, the
slightest recollection of having ever
nawed them to Dr. Rush; butas he
had the houour of an intimate ac-
quaintance with that gentleman, he
does not question tlmt he repeated
the facts to him; and that the Doc-
tor mentioned them il sume conver-
sation had with Mr. J.; and that
the facts, after being treated philo-
suphically by Mr. J. produced this
article, which, like certain chemical
(umpuuml differs essentially in its
inherent quahlne from the original
ingredients, 'The writer of the ad-
(heec most assuredly never did
think, or say, that General Wash-
ington was an infidel; but he
has said, and he says now, that it
would have given him much gratifi-
cation, if that greatinan had thought
proper, during his presidency, or ‘at
its close, to spcal\ out again, as he
had unce spoken bcﬁne—spol\en in
such a manner as not to permit the
enenies ol revealed truth to use
even his silence, for the vile pur-
poses for which they now endea-
vour to cmploy it.  What were the
constderations which induced him
to be reserved on this subject we
know not.  The greater part of his
administration was passed during
the period of the French levolutlon,
of any hostility, or any friend-
ship to which, after it had reached
to a certain point, General Wash-
ington most sedulously endeavour-
ed to I\L(’p both himself and his
country from every appearance ; and
the hostility of that revolution to
every thing professedly Christian,



1850,

38 known to have been open and vi-
rulent, 'The General was a recular
attendant on the publick worship of
God ; he showed the utmost respect
to all the Christian institutions of
his country ; he recognised all the
great principles of natural religion,
repeatedly, publickly, and empha-
tically; he called the whole nation,
by a publick proclamation, to so-
lemn acts of devotion; he incul-
cated, I opposition to the false
philosophy of the day, the impos-
sibility of preserving pure morals
without the aid of religion; he had
once publickiy and explicitly avow-
ed his belief in divine revelation;
he had constantly acted as infidels
never act; and even in his answer
to the clergy, he wrote as neither
Mr. J., nor any of his unbelieving
fraternity would have written, Per-
haps he thought that this was going
as far as the proprictics of his sta-
tion, in the peculiar circumstances
in which he was placed, required
or permifted him to go. Nor are
we unapprized that thece are men,
of whose beliel” of Christianity no
doubt exists, who think that Presi-
dent Washington acted, in the mat-
ter here contemplated, exactly
right; and that it must be attributed
to our clerical views and feelings
that we should wish him to have
gone farther.  Be it so—We do
wish he had gone farther; we give
it as our decided opinion, that every
Christian man, whatever be liis sta-
tion or Liis circumstances, ousht so
frequently and explicitly to recog-
nise his Christian laith and charac-
ter, as not to leave to the encmies
of his Saviour, any plausible open-
ing for their false surmises and sug-
gestions.  But because we so think
and speak, are we to be represented
as saying, or insinuating, that every
man, or any man, who thinks other-
wise—and above all, that President
Washington, because he dittered
from us in this opinion, must be set
down as an unbeliever in divine re-
velation? 'The absurdity and injus-
tice of such a representation is too
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monstrous to necd further expo-
sure,

We think we ought not to close
our review of these volumes, with-
out a distinet notice of the great
solicitude manifested by Mr, J.
to keep his opinions and feelings
on the subject of religion from the
publick, while he lived; and yet
that he should take eltectual mea-
sures, that those 6pinsons and feel-
ings should be known and have
their influence, after his death. 1t
15 clear that he dreaded to meet
the consequences of a publick
avowal of his sentiments, on this
side the grave; and yet that he
possessed such an inveterate hatred
to revealed truth, that he could not
be content to leave it unassailed,
when he should be secure from the
Just resentment of its friends. "This
was, in our estimation, a combina-
tion of cowardice and malignity;
and it has strongly reminded us of
the caustick remarks uttered by Dr.
Johnson, when Lord Bolingbroke’s
posthiumous works made their ap-
pearance, by exactly the same course
of procedure.  We shall not repeat
the remarks; they may be seen in
Boswell’s Life of Johuson. But as
Mr. J’s ruling passion was mani-
festly the desire of reputation and
the love of fame, why did he not
recoliect that these might be lost
after his decease, as well as before
it? Ordid he expect that the speedy
and universal prevalence of Unita-
rianism, which he predicted, would
save him from reproach? Whatever
were his caleulations, he has left a
monument of his blasphiemous im-
piety, which we are satisfied will
cause his memory to be held in
abhorrence by every American
Christian, to the end of time. The
love of their Saviour by all his ge.
nubic disciples is supreme—it can
have no rival. The Christian can
neitier resign it, nor modify it, from
a regard to a political party or a pa-
triotick favourite: and after the pub-
lication of these papers, the Chyis-
tians of our land (comprising, be-
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yond a question, a majority of its
talentand influence) will never hear
the name of Jeffer<on, without such
an association of 1t with his ha-
tred of Cheistianity, as will <ink
him immeasurably in their estima-
tion. In the close of a letter to
Mr. Madison (vol. iv, o 426) he
says—""To mysell you lave been a
plllar of suppmt throueh life, Take
care of me when dead” Weverily
think Mr.J. has feft a havd and im-
practicable task to his friend. Not
all the talents of Mr. Madison,
great as we admit thew to be; nor
all the learning and eloquence of
Unitarians, imposing as they cer-
tainly are; nov all the .1ut||n«r and
birth day celebrations of pnt'v po-
liticiang, however eminent in sta-
tion, will be able to form «a pillar
of support, " which will durably sus-
tain the reputation of the veviler of
Christ and his cause—*The me-
mory of the just is blessed; but the
name of the wicked shall rot.”’

In the first part of our review,
we expressed the opinion that the
reputation of Mr. J. would have
been consulted, by the suppression
of more than a fourth part of this
publlcatwn. We have since had
opportunity more carefully to in-
spect and consider the work in its
general spirit and tendency,and to
hear the opmmns relative to it of a
number of Mr.J.’s decided political
friends. 'That opinion is—and 1t
coincides with our own—that more
than onehalf of these papers ought to
havebeen destroyed by hls"ldnds()n,
out of regard to the memory of his
pronemtur' even on the supp()-ltmn
that he had received from that pro-
genitor a command to publish the
whole. We are not bound to do
an irreparable injury to the charac-
ter, any more than o the person, or
property, of those we love, because
they command it. Real aftection,
in every such case, 1s best demon-
strated by a firm refusal. One gen-
tleman, of no inferior station or eru-
dition, while he avowed to us his
attachment to the political party of
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Mr. J,, gave it as his unequivocal
opinion, that not more than one vo-
lume of these papers ought ever to
have seen the hght—in place of the
four, wiich his fegatee has publish-
ed. Besdes all that 13 offensive on
the topicks of relizion and morals,
there 15 such & manitestation of ir-
ritable feeling against his political
rivals and uppnnvnh feading him to
misreprescntations of character and
motives, and the notice and magni-
fying of triling incidents, as is al

torether unworthy of a philosopher
andd statesman—unworthy indeed
of any wian of conscious mte"rltv
and of a ik and liberal mmd

But the bock as it1s, we Kknow s
calculated to favour the infidel ef-
forts and combinations of the day
against the institutions, plans and
upmatmn% of the friends of true re-
higion; and we fear that the pub-

lisher had no reluctance that such
should be its eltect, especially as
this circumstance would ensure for
it a more immediate and extensive
sale. It only remains, therefore,
that so far as christian nfluence
prevails, the book should be ex-
cluded from every library both pub-
lick and private. It containsa mass
of moral pestilence, which, if it has
come unknowingly and unexpect-
edly, as we doubt not it often has,
into the hands of Christians, they
ought, without regard to pecuniary
loss, to consign to the flames; and
not leave it to poison fatally the
minds of their children, or other
unsuspecting and unguarded youth,
If no Chrstian would, for the
universe, take the responsibility of
being the author of such a work,
surely no one can be innucent who
gives it circulation—nay, who does
not use all lawful and “practicable
means to prevent the inconceivable
injury which it is calculated to
produce—to produce both to the
temporal and eternal interests of
every reader whose mind is not
p:enous\v established in the love
of sound principles, and the beliel
of revealed truth,
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