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A Ta: MEE:TI&G af the FI%E:I:HOL&RS and other IN«
HABITANTS of the Townsof BosToN, duly qualified,
and legally warned, in pitblick: Town- Meeting affem-
bled, at FANEUIL—HALL, on Monday the 5th day of

:7:;{}', A. D. 1790, 9 '0’Clocky A. M.

O T E D That the SLLECTMEN be, and here-

by are, appointed a Committee to wait on
EDWARD GRray, Efq. and, in the name of the Town,
thank “hih fof the (firited and elegant ORaTION,
thxs day delivered by him, at the requeft of the Town,
upon the ANNIVERSARY of the INDEPENDENCE oOf
the UNiTED STATES of AMERICA; in which, accord-
ingto the Inftitution of the Town,-he confideréd the
feelings, manners, and prmcrples, which. led to that
GREAT NATIONAL EVENT --——-And to requef’c of him
.acopy theredt for the Prefs. * ~ |

A

Atteft. WiLrLram Coorer, Town-Clerk.

4 ’ »
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Bofton, Fuly 7, 1790.
GENTLEMEN, +% R
.UNDER the kind patronage, of my Fellow-

T awr_f/mm, I cazﬂnt to give for the Prefs, a copy of the
OF ATION Idelivered on thoe 5ih z;qﬂc:mt at tbczr requeft.

Icmz, GE‘\ITLEMEN,
Wzt}) greczt refp o and qﬂee’m,
e nmeYour bumble jzrwzzf.-.
T - EBWARD GRravy.
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" Frienps and CouNTRYMEN,
" ' I r . . i ! -

4 HE great deeds of this people-in purfuit of
liberty, the magnanimity which achieved
..them, which did not ceafe its exertions, until
their freedom and independence were eftablifhed, dig-
nify the.charater of Americans, and adorn the hift-
ory:of man. |

. But for what purpofe are we affembled’? As fub-
Je&s, to rejoice that a king has granted.us fome paltry
privilege ?- That he has banifhed an unjuft minifter ?
That Nero's minion is difplaced while Nero reigns ?
No.: Such humiliating inducements to feftivity be-
]oner to other countries. As freemei, -our object. 1s
to commemmate the 'day which emancipated our
Country “It'is to celebrate that great day, which be--
held three millions of people breal«.. from their chams,
and aﬁ'ume thelr natlve * dwmty '

Thc cxrcumf’cances which led to this great event
’ naturally

* All men are born free and cqual,  Maffa. Declar. of Rights.
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- naturally command our attention. The origin of an
empire eftablifhed on the bafis of liberty, i1s not only
interefting to Americans, who enjoy its bleffings,- it
1s of importance to every one, who has a proper fenfe
of the rights of man.

The views of mankind in fubmitting to govern-
ment were, to obtain ¢ through its protection and
care, the happinefs to which they naturally afpire.”
What form is beft to atfain th:s object, has dmded

the opmlons of many.

Some writers have been fo mean and fervile as to
become the advocates of defpotifm. They have de-
duced the rights of man from the. courtefy of kings,
and taught that the happinefs which government af-
fords, can only be procured by the ignoble means of
fervitude and fubmiffion.

Soclety 1S certamly neceﬁ‘ary to the fehcxty of man;
and to enjoy it, government muft be eftablifhed. But
are the bleflings derived from it, only to be obtained
by enabling one to make millions unhappy, without
redrefs ? By fubje&ing their rights to the caprice of
a fellow-mortal, who, by nature, hus the fame frail-
ties as they, and whofe elevated Pcatlon increafes them ’

* Such WI‘!tC‘I’S have only debafed themfelves. No
man was cver reafoned into flavery. Whole nations
have been convinced that to be happy, they muft be
free. Extreme ignorance of the people, and the ar-
tifice of . rulers, have been the only fuccefsful advo-
cates of this degraded ftate. There

+ Vid. the confutatmn of thefe writers in 2z Burlemagqui,
131, &c. in Vattel, b. i. ¢. 4. . 23, 24
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There can be no doubt a free government 1s beft
fuited to the nature of man. It gives him a proper
fenfe of his own 1mportance. Indced, when the op-
portunity has prefented, he has uniformly eftablifhed
1t.  In fuch a government, men are diftinguithed not
for the fervices of their anceftors, but for their own.
Great talents and virtues are the badges of office ; and
the little diftin&ions of rank, created by the pride of
kings, give place to the noble rank of freedom, to

which all the people are entitled.

If we look into hiftory, we fhall find that free-
dom has generally originated from oppreflion. Ab-
folute. kings, who have condufted with moderation,
have lived and died peaceably on the throne.. Men
being attached to that government, under which their
anceftors lived, and themfelves were born and edu-
cated, have commonly {uffered, before they refifted.
But thofe who feemed difpofed not to rule, but to
ruin ; not to govern with prudence, but to enflave,
have awakened the fpirit of liberty ; which has not"
commonly been foothed until the rights of the peoPIc |
have been fecured, as thcy fuppofed from future in-
frmgement. - '

From this fource ongmatcd the freedom of the
Grecian {tates, which were at firft abfolute monarchies;
urtil the tyranny of their kmgs made it neceffary that
the people fhould affume the government. I And
in our own country, we behold the famc caufe pro- -

ducc the fame cffe& I
¢

t Maneaguc's Ancient Republicks, 15. Dion Halicarn,248.
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It.1s not neceflary I thould recount your {ufferiigs,
which led to the late war. - The claiimn of right i1n a
Britifh Parliament to bind you in all cafes whatever,
the trial by jury in many caies abolithed, Judges . ap-
pointed to hold their offices during pleafure, ftanding
armies kept among you,. without the .confent. of
your Legiflatures, and your- charters violated, -are
too recent’ to need a particular recital,

- As you proceeded in that conteft, it became" evi-
dent that the downfall of a minifter, and-the redrefs
of a few grievances, were principles.too.limited to.go-
vern an enlightened people, in their condué towards
their oppreflors, - The right of fovereignty in the
people of America was as facred -as any right they
“had ever enjoyed. It was not founded on any infti-
tutions of man ; fuch fourdatlons were oo Narrow.:
It -was foundcd on the eternal laws of nature, .——Ic
grew out of thofe laws :—It was cherithed by the, fpl-
- rit of your | fathers ; and under the valour and wifdom
of their fons, that fovereignty originated, and has ﬁnce
attained to its full ftrength and vigour.

Never did a nation appear with fuch luftre as dld A-
merlca, in the day we celebrate. Party had no.fhare in
. 'The declaration of Independence {fpoke the united
fenuments of the people. It § was not made in"the
career of victory, when the mind, flufhed with fuccefs,
overlooks all dangers in the wildeft enterprizes ; 'yoiir
fortune had been adverfe : Yet on that day you ihul:
the door againft reconciliation ; on that day was ex-
hibited the auguft {peftacle of America, alone, and

| without
¢ The Declaration of Independence., - |
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ithout ally, fearlefs of Briafh power and pride, af-
ferting the rights of herfelf and man. That day
placed you in the ftation, for which God defigned you.
It was an uncommon caufe in which you were engag-
ed. It was rot the caufe of America only; it was
the caufe of human nature. T he late war commenced
on your part, not from wantonnefs and pride ; but,
for freedom’s fake. You perfevered in 1t, not with
a view to violate the privileges of others, but to de-
fend your own : Not to add new triumphs to Ame-
rica, but to preferve thofe unalienable rights, which
belonged to man in all ages ; which are his inherent
birthright in all countries ; though overwhelmed in
many by fraud or violence.

It would be an unpardonable omiffion, thould I not
obferve, that the unpaid army which was peaceably
difbanded, and the other patriots who exerted them-
felves for you, either in the cabinet or the field, will
ever be entitled to your gratitude : particularly the
Commander of that army, whofe fame cannot be ex-
alted by applaufe. Illuftrious Man ! in the record
of thine altions, fhall the hiftorian fecure his own
immortality ; and though thy grateful country can
afford thee no adequate recompence ; yer, if its pray-
ers are heard, thy full rewards are in Heaven.

During the late war, our minds being fully and ea-
gerly engaged in the great obje& of Independence,
we imagined, when that objeé fhould be obtained,
our hiberty muft be fafe. Having feverely fuffered
under a King and Parliament, whofe conftitutional
powers were formidable, and having frequently expe-

rienced the fatal effects of thofe powers, when abufed,
B | we
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we fufpected that all rule naturally tended to oppref-
fion : That an auvthority in a government to check
the licentioufnefs of man, involved in it a power to
enflave him ; that fuch muft be its effe, and there-
tore that rulers, invefted with that authority, were
dangerous. Not reflefting that many powers were
abfolutely neceffary to eftablifh that [ eedom, fo dear
to us all ; to procure our happinefs as a people, and
fupport our dignity as a nation: And from a prepof-
terous jealoufy of our friends and fellow-citizens, we
would not arm them in our defence, left they fhould
turn againft us. 'We forgot the honeft leffons of hif-
tory, whigch ‘have taught, that a government without
fufficient authority to protect thofe who live under it ;

which has not within itfelf the means of its own de-
fence ; which can exift only when faion flumbers ; ;
which cannot control it, but is controled by it ; which
purfues the happinefs of the people, and yet is defti-
tute of fufficient energy to enforce obedience, muft
inevitably fall : and that from its ruins will arife an-
other, defpotic as that, you oppofed with fuch || fpirit,
and refifted with fuch || firmnefs; which can be check-
ed in its defolating courfe, not by the conftitutional
barriers, provided by the people; but by the caprice
of a tyrant, or the arbitrary mandate of a minifter.

Such a nervelefs government, as I have defcribed,
was the late Confederation. It vefted in Congrefs a
right to recommend, that is, to give the States advice,
which they might rejeét.  Our rulers had a right to
requeft, and we might comply, if we thought proper.

What protection could that government afford, whofe
orders

| As would have heen immortalized, even if this pcnnle had
not fucceeded 1n therr conteft with Britain.
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orders could be executed only by entreaty ; whofe
only refources were in prayers and {upplications ?

Thofe perfons are miftaken, who fuppofe the late
articles of Confederation were annulled by the prefent
happy Conftitution of the United States. To every
effectual purpofe, they expired with the late war ; du-
ring which, many States obeyed the requifitions of
Congrefs. But it was a time of enthufiafm. For
what American heart could be fo callous, as to be
lukewarm 1n fuch a war ? Their defires rnet a ready
compliance; not becaufe Congrefs required 1t, but
the caufe; not becaufe their powers wrre regarded,
but becaufe an enemy was in the bowels of our coun-
try, carrying ruin in its train.

Indeed had we given that form of government fuf-
ficient authority to execute its own powers, which is
neceflary for every government, we muft have placed
the legiflative, judicial and executive powers in a fin-
gle body of men. Thofe three departments of power,
vefted in one man, is tyranny ;* placed in one body
of men, muft become an oligarchy.*  Surdly:the {pi-
rit of Americans would not fuffer them to adopt a
form of government, which, invefted with thofe means,
that in another would preferve their liberty, in this,
muft pervert thofe means to its deftrution.

After the late war, it manifeftly appeared to every
nnpartial obferver, that America had not a govern-
ment to any national purpofes. She, who, united in
her late ftruggles, appeared with fuch {plendoron the
theatre of nations, being afterwards divided,was falling
Into infignificance and contempt. To expect enlarged

views, and a liberal and national policy, from thirteen
un-
* Spirit of Laws, b, 11,¢.6,p.188. TFederalit,v. z, p. 93.
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unconnelted,} independent States, towards themfelves
and other nations, was to difregard all former exam-
ples. Hiftory would tell us, rather to expect a re-
newal of thofe fcenes, which ruined and dithonoured
Greece, where we behold no views, but thofe of State
importance ; no interefts regarded, but thofe which
were local : not the patriot bleeding for his country,
but the partizan in his caufe, If the-Grecian States
{lemetimes joined in one caufe, it was not becaufe the
Amphictionic Council § ordered it, nor becaufe the
common good required 1t, By accident there was an
union of State interefts, and that genius, which fhould
have been employed in framing fuch a conftitution,
and fuch laws, as would make the people happy, and
Greece refpectable, was exhaufted in mutual injury,
and mutual flaughter.

It feems agreed by political writers, that a people
are without liberty, when the - legiflative, executive
and judicial powers are wholly vefted in one man, or
1n one body of men ; | and if example is to-be -our
inftructor, we muft be convinced that a people are
equally deftitute of freedom, whofe rulers do not pof-
fefs thofe powers to a certain extent, and have not
{ufficient authority to execute them.

A people fubjet to little or no conftitutional rule,
do not govern themfelves. They are deceived, if they
{uppofe they do. Faltion rules them, and affumes to

itfelf their honourable name; 1t calls itfelf the people,
Were

1 By an cfficient government.

§ The Amphi&ionic Council confilted of Depuries from the
feveral States of Greece ; Every State had an equal vote 1n that
Council ; and 1t operated like the late Confederation, not upon
individuals, but upon States. The Federalitt, No. 18, has ac-
corately defcribed 1t.

i 1 Spirit of Laws, b, 11, ¢46, p. 188. 2 Pub. 93.
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Were the Athenians free, when they unjuftly ban-
sthed Ariftides, Cunon, and aothers, their. greateft and
beft men ? Were the Romans free, when Marius,
defpifing even the forms oflaw, deliberately murdered
all thofe, whom he fufpected were in the intereft of his
rival, Sylla? Were they free, when Sylla revenged
himf{elf on the adherents of Marius, with equal con-
tempt of authority,and with equal cruelty ? or when
the Triumvirate* were in office? No. Athens and
Rome, when in their moft democratic ftate, were
conftantly the feats of fattion.¥ Yefterday one party
was in power, and governed with unbridled defpotiim,
as well the people, asits enemies. To-day, another
1s uppermoft, and, finarting under its former {uffer-
ings, plays the tyrant in its turn. To be neuter,
or the friend of real liberty, was dangerous. The
{pirit of patriotifim {unk into the fpirit of party. The
partizans of the bold and faltious demagogue, not
the. friends of their country, were invefted with its
honours : And we behold in both, when at the height
of their imagined freedom, the citizen a flave and 2
tyrant by turns.

" If thofe governments had poffefied fufficient autho-
rity to check licentioufnefs, control the fatious, and
protect the peaceable citizen, hiftory would not have
told us of the cruelties of thirty tyrants ; nor would

the pofterity of the manly Romans have degenerated
into flaves.

It 1s manifeft, that for a time, a local, not a national
policy, regulated the conduct of many States; that

the

* The Triumvirate alluded to, were Pompey, Czfar and Craflus,
Vid. 2 Vertot’s revolutions in the Roman republick, 255, &c.

T Vid. Montague’s Ancient Republicks, 83, 84, 85 and 86.—
262, 3, 4 and 333. ]
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the profperity of a fingle State, and not of all, was the
object of its citizens : and the mind, being accuftom-
ed to fuch narrow views, was bewildered when it con-
templated the interefts of a great nation. To dimin-
1fh the diftinét authority of each, } and thereby render
all more refpectable ; to transfer new powers to our
rulers, and thereby increafe our liberty;§ to create a
government for a people, whofe interefts were dif-
cordant, | which fhould temper, regulate and control
thofe interefts, in fuch a manner, as would conduce to
the benefit of all, appeared impraéticable to thofe,
who had been tutored in the little politics of a State ;
who perhaps did not attentively inveftigate, and,
therefore, did not comprehend our national interefts.
But an event took place, which, in its confequences,
was fo alarming as to awaken in them a fenfe of our
danger; which unveiled the weaknefs of our govern-
ment to the view of all ; which demonftrated to the
people, that they muft immediately make an efficient,
firm and national government for themfelves ; and,
that if they thould delay to improve the opportunity
for that purpofe, which they had long pofiefled, it
would be loft forever, It is almoft unneceflary 1
fhould tell you, the event to which I allude, was the
late infurrection ; which infpired the friends of their
country with fear, left America fhould add to the tri-
| umphs
1 State.
¢ If faltion rules in a weak government, as I have before ob-
{erved is the eafe, it is eafy to conceive, that, by adding to the
powers of rulers, the liberty of the people may be increafed.
Indeed, unlefs fuch additions are made, it is difficult to conceive
that they have any liberty at all. -
| Our Reprefentative, Mr. Ames, in a very fenfible fpeech,
delivered in Cougrefs on the sth of May, 1789, aflerts, that few

of the interells of the feverai States clath with each other ; and
that although their interelts are various, they are not oppofite.
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umphs of the advocates of arbitrary rule, and thereby
exhibit another * inftance of the degeneracy of man.
This event revived in the people thofe general and
extenfive views, for which, during the late war, they
were eminently diftinguithed : And being determined
to unite upon liberal principles, having a juft fenfe of
real liberty, and being refolute to preferve it, a na-
tional government for our country was foon framed
and adopted, the bleflings of which we have experi-

enced, and ftill enjoy.

<« Civil liberty (fays a great Judge) confifts, not in
a right to every man, to do juft what he pleafes; but
it confifts in equal right, to all the citizens, to have,
enjoy, and to do, in peace, fecurity, and without mo-
leftation, whatever the equal and conftitutional laws
of the country admit to be confiftent with the public
good.” This is the liberty for which Americans
fought; and it is a prize worthy of the conteft, and of
thcm They have proved how much they regard 1t,
by adopting a Conftitution, which muft be its firm
prore&wn and fupport : A government, not forced
upon, but voluntarily adopted by them ; not framed
by others, but by themfelves: A government, whofe
powers are divided into three departments, + inde-
pendent of each other, and, therefore, checks itfelf ;
checked by thirteen legiflatures, which derive their
powers from the proper fource of all legitimate autho-
rity, viz. the people ; checked by the people” them-
felves, who, at ftated times and periods, can difplace
their rulers, and appoint others in their ftead ; con-

troled by the enlightened ftate of the human mind, at

the

* In addition to Rome and many other countrics.
T Legiflative, -Executive and Judicial.
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the prefent day; controled by that manly {pirit which
brought our forefathers to this country ; which, with
a noble firmnefs, has uniformly refifted tyranny in its
advances, and has crowned our country with inde-

pendence and with glory.

But your Conftitution, excellent as it is, will not
preferve your freedom, unlefs you are virtuous, Be
affured, that without virtue; no people ever continued,
for a long time, either refpectable; happy, or free.

Other § happy effects of Independence, we daily
experience. Our commérce is extending ; our ma-
nufa&ures are increafing ; and our Country has be-
come; and will contmuc, an afylum for thc oppreﬁ'ed

of others.

Let me conwratulate you, that the {pirit of liberty
is not conﬁncd to America. You have awakened it
in other countries; § particularly in one, || where, with
an irrefiftible force, 1t has. borne down arbitrary power,
has liberated ‘the victims * of defpotlc rule; and
¢ led a King in triumph.” Leatning, which is dif-
fuﬁngltfelf muﬁ ftrengthen it in its courfe :—And let
Us rejoice, my countrymen, that we have fufficient
grounds to anticipate the glorious day, although 1tmay
not belong to our times, when this our earth, the
greater part of which is in bondao-e, will become a
world of freemen—when, perhaps, a day like that we
celebrate, will be the common jubilee of mankind !

1 (i. e.) Befides our excellent Federal Conftitution.

§ In I'rance, and in the Aufltrian Netherlands. i France.

* The people of France liberated thofe who were confined in
the Battile, and deltroyed it. '
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