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The PREFACE .
W HE author of the following [bests doth
not mean o detrall from the merit of bis
worthy brethren, who have publifbed on
the fome fide of the quefion. He had began
before he knew the defign of others ; and upon
objerving that bis awn plan was dyfferent, pur-
Jued it, defirous of contributing to the extinclion
of an ancient and generally exploded fentiment ;
and of furnifbi..¢ an antidote againft the feem-
ingly maligrant poifon of the ULD SERPENT,
~ firft inflilled snto the cars of our common maiker
Eve, when be gave the lie to God's threatening

and faid unto the woman——**Ye fhall NoT
SURELY DIE.” a

The mental tafles of men are as wvarious as
their amimal ; and therefore a variety of publi-
cations may pleafe a much greater number, and
by that means do more umiverfal fervice, than
any fingle one bowever well executed.

The Friend of Truth will never regret, that
he flands not alone in_fupport of it. He rejoices,
at fecing numbers coming in to the aid of a good
caunfe. And the author of this performance

bopes,
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hopes, that fhould that be attacked afreth, there
will not be wanting thefe who fhall offer them-
Selves willingly to the fervice of the Lord in
defence of it ; and the more fo, as be will pro-
bably be prevented by particular engagements
of a different nature. |

Syriac was the vulgar language of Judea in
the days ef our Saviour ; but with regard te
every book of the New Teflament, the prefump-
tion is in favear of its being written in Greek ;
‘and we muff meceffarily admit that the Evan-
gelifis were divinely influenced to give us the true
Jenfe of our Lord's expre/fions in the Greek words
they ufed, which vindicates the reprefentation
made of them as though uttered by our Lord.

The pamphlet defigned to be anfwered is anony-
mous ; and, whatever may have been whifpered
in private circles, it bath mever been progerly
announced to the public, who compiled or whe
prefaced it. And it ought to be remembered,
that when gentlemen think it eligible to enter
into the literary world ineog, they are mot em-
titled to Jpecial refpect from any excellency of
private charalier, but may be fairly treated as
though they were wholly unknown,
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Do&rine of Final Univerfal Salvation
EXAMINED,

And fhewn to be unfcriptural.

o - .

> NDIFFERENCE to religious fentiments, thought
1 to be of divine revelation, however haflily pro-
nounced a proof of candour, catholicifm and good
{enfe, muft, upon mature deliberation, appear little
other than an affrooe to the wifdom of that Being, who
is fuppofed to have revealed them.
- That the writer of the following fhee:s pretends
not to fuch indifference, cannot be complained of by
thofe whe are endeavouring to fpread their own par-
ticular tenets, which, though not really novel, are new
to the generality of the prefent geperation.

When perfons reje& dotrines upon the fole plea
of their being new, it is warranrable to couviace them
of their miftake : bucit is not the antiquity or novelcy
of doérines, that fhould incline us to receive or rejed
them—no—bunt their being, or oot being, contained
dire@ly or indire&ly in the facred writings. The ap-
peal is to be made to Mofes and the Prophets, o the
Lvangelifls and Ape/tles, tor it is the Bible that cone
tasins the religion of confiffent Proteftants, and pot the
writings of Origen or Clement ¢t dlexandria, or any
sther wninfpired divine, Should
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Shouold it be aflzrted, that cur Lord’s words in M-
thew, when hie fays,“ there be cunuchs who heve wade
themlelves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s fake,”
are to be under{lood /iterally ; and fhould it be brought
10 proof, that the pious and lzarned Origen caltrated

himfelf, the argument would produce a locer rather
than convittion. |

Whoever confults the firlt volume of the celebrated
Mofbeim’s Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, will learn from thence,
that Origen and Clement were novorious, for introducing
1nto the church, that * pagan philyopioy and vain deceit,
(alluded o by Dr. Hartiey, but wiih a diterent view)
and for mingling them with chriitisnity, and fo
corrupting it.”’%

Clement of Alexandria, who was the praceptor of
Origen. flourithed about 1he year 200, and lived 1ill
towards 220, * His exceflive atiachiment to the reign-
ing philofophy led him into a variety of pernicious
errors.”t+  Origen, who ‘ied in the year 254, aged 6y,
enchanted by the charms of ke Platonic philolophy,
fet it up as the telt of sli relinion, and imagined that
the reaforis of each dot:iine were to be found in that
favourite philofophy, and their wnature and extent to
be determined by it.”’}

Bnt 10 difmifs Clement and O-igen, and attcod to
deremiab White, chaplain to Oliver Cromwell, who is
honoured with the ep'thets of pious, ingenious and excel-
lent, If thefe epitliets are cejiyned 10 buas the mind
and prejudice the reader, in tavour of the chaplain’s
teafoning, it muit be imputed to weaknefs or craft ;
but whether lay-craft or prieft-crait is immacerial
to the cale in haud.  That the chaplau was iageniots
will appear from (he following anecdote, which ;x{.ill

al{o

* Salvation for al! Men illuftrated and viadicated, p. 21.
T tnotlicin, Vol L. p. 148.
! owivineim, Vol, [opo 221,




- (3) .,

alfo prove at the fame initant, that Oliver Cromwel
‘was {till more ingepious. Jerry while in a (tare of
celibacy was ambidions of matrimonial coonexions with
his malter’s daughter,and laboured privately to gain her
affeQions. Oliver obrained informaricn of it, and,
wa'ching the opportunity, enters abraptly into the room
where Jerry was upon his knees before his Dalcnia,
The fight of him ia fuch a poiture led Cromuwell to
atk the reafon ot it,  Jerry ingenioully an{wered, that
he was befeechivg her iadyfhip to intercede on his
behalf, that he might ohidin onz of her maids of horour
(weationing the pame) in marriage, O ! crys the more
ingenious mafter, 15 that all ! Wl T will help you
out of your difficulty ; and immsadiarely famnmooned the
unfufpedting innocent m.id into his prelence, enjoined
her compliance with the wiih of the chaplsin, and then
faw to it, that it was fo and the parties married.

But if Oliver’s Chaplain was ever fo pious, ingenious
and excellent, what is thar to the purpofe 7 No man is
to receive the dolrine of Univerful Salvation upon
that account ; any more than that manjler of monfters
the dolrine of tranfubflontiation, b:caufle embraced
taoght and defended by mioy Papifts far more pious,
1ngenious and excellenr than ever was Jeremiah White.,

We are told (p. 4) that Me, IWhite’s 1ntcoduion
“ breathes a fpiric of piety and benevolence,” it is not
pretended bowever thac this is ap argument in favear of
a Untver (3! Reflorationof the haman race ;and yet it may
{erve to captivate fiily women, whether in petticoats or
breeches, who are cper 1oiorivr and never able to come
to the knowledge of the truth ; and to make them believe
that he has the true knack of intarpresing {ceiprure.

The ooly anfwer, that Mr., IVhite™s benevolent rans
and rhapfody upon the divine goodn:fs is cutitled 1o,
are the following lines of Dr, T2ung,

| “ Not
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“ Not, thus, our infidels th' Lternal draw,
A God all-o’er, confummate, abfolute,
Full orb’d, in his whole round of rays complete:
They fet at odds heav’n’s jarring atrributes ;
And, with ooe excellenze, another wouad ;
Maim heav’o’s perfellion, break its equal beams,
Bid merey triomph over—God himfelf,
Undeify’d by their opprobrious praife :
A God all mercy, is a God upjuft.”*

Haviog done with Mr. White’s introdu@ion we {hould
now proceed to his feriptare arguments, which we mulft
-fappofe have not fuffered by being printed in the pre-
feat form ; but it may be profer to lay down before-
hand certain priaciples and rules, to be regarded, while
we are interpreting the fcriptures, and protefs to vene-
rate them as drvine oracles.

The wiiters being infpired by one and the fame
Spirit, no real contradi€tion of doétrine can be admitred ;
snd each muft be usnderftood in a fenfe that accords
with the whole,

The meaning of particular paflagesis not to be de-
termined by the found of words; but the fovnd of
words is t0 be determined by the meaning of fuch
peflages, which muft be fixed by the conoexion, cir-
cumftaoces, and agreement wi.h other paffages.

We muft not ufe a violence in forcing particular
fenfes upon fcripture expreflions, whea we fhould
bluh to praltife the fame with human compolitions.

Thefe maxims being admitted, let us pafs on to try
Mr. White*s {cripture arguments.

The firft he produces is from the 11t epiftle 1o Timst by
ii. 3, 4. Ged our Saviour, who will have all nien to be
[faved, and come to the knowledge of the truth. He tells

us
¥ The Complaint, Night iv.
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ut that * the letter of this text is full and exprefs,
Ged will have a1L MEN to be faved, and fhould we
piels it, there are almoft as maoy arguments as words ;”
but we may prefi it to death betore we can extraét one
arpument from it in favor of the Univerfal Refloration
of the hamanm race. ALL MEN arc in capitals, as
though ALL neceflurily meant every individual ; and
as though it would be abfurd.to underftand the term
with any limitation ; whereas there are many univer-
fals in fcripture ufe, tha, if not underftood with limi-
tations, imply the greateflt falfehoods. It is truly
ridiculous, to obferve how fome trifling geniufes will
furoith themfelves with a fet of univerfals, and, by
jingling the fame, pleafe themfelves and amufe their
admirers, |

Uahappily for the chaplain, he fays, ¢ the words are
to be raken in the fame latitude and extent with other
~ places,” and quaotes ch. vi. 13. God that quickneth all
~ things, Woiking upon it by his own example, tbe
letter is ful! and exprefs, God that quickoeth aLL
THINGs; and yet aLL in this paffage cannot te un.
derftood without a limitation ; for ftocks and ftones
aud a number of other inanimate things God doth not
quicken. Welivein an age of wonders. Who knows,
but what fome wonderful interpreter, one of ten thou-
fand, may arife thortly, who fhall attempt proving
from this paffage, together with the words of Jobn the
baptit—God is able of thefe Mones to raife up children
t: Abrabam—that1he period will come wheo univer/al
amimation thall prevail, and the mountains fhall fkip
with real life like rams, and the little hills like lambs.

Mr White or his tranfcriber has mif-quoted when
he fays “our Saviour tells us, all things live to God.
Luke 20, 38. for things is not exprefled, and cannot

be
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be implied in the original, as the tran{ciber will know
by confultiog the Greek, which it is apprehevded he
underftandech.

The original word and its compouad, ufually tranf-
lated all, occur, in the malculine, faminine and ncuter
genders, in the fisgular and plural numbers, no: leis
than 1278 times.* — e ere

It is tranflated varioufly by the tcrmsj-zlba/e—-'w/)a-
foever—wbhatfoever—whomjoeve: —all manner of —and
a/l. When connefted wiii a negative, it anfwers (o
any ; but our tranflators inftead of not any render the
- terms a0 ; thus no flzth thou!! be faved (Mark 13. 20)

no Qeth fhall be juftified (Rom. 3. 20)

It often intends every indimidual without exception,
and at other times figonifies only every tind, or a great
sumber, and that even when the number is /efs than
haif of the kind. It is ufed wuh like latitude thae
attends the term a//, and when the Englifb idiom
will admir, is moilly tranflated by i,

Whar follows will evioce, thar it is by no means
peceflary to believe, that every fingle maan  and wo-
man will be faved; becaufe we rcad, * God wiil have
ALL men to be faved!”

When we are told (Mat. 4. 23) that onr Lord healed
every {asit is in the original and is {o rendered Mat. 9.3 5)
fickoefs, and every difeafe, we caonot underfland any
thing beyond what our traof{litors have intimated by
fayiog, all manner of ficknefs and all manner of dif-
eafe. (The fame may be obferved of Mate, 10. 1.)
)t would be abfurd to fuppofc that all (or even half

| ot)
® Mat. 131, Mark 72. Luke 174. John 3. A&s 8.

Rom, 71.1 Cor. 111. 2 Cor. 52. Gal. 16. Eph. §3. Phil,

34. Coll. 40. 1 Theffa. 18. 2 Thefa. 16. 1 Tim. 24.
2 Cim. 18. Tiws 14. Philm. 2. Heb. 51, James 13.

1 Pet. 18. 2 Pet. 3. 1 John :7. 2 joha 3. 3 John 2.
Jude 6. Rev. ¢9.
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@f) rhe fick and al/ the difeafed of ail Galilee thonld
be brought to him.  When it is mentioned (in the
uext, the 24(*1 verfe) that his fame went throughout
«!l Syria, «n't they brought unto bim a/! fick people ;
“pothing more could be defigned than great
" numbers,and yet probably not a quarter of a/l the fick
through §yria, which was alarge country, Whes our
Lord told his apoftles (Mat. 10. 22) that they fhould
be hated of all men, he peceflarily excepted all that
{hould entertain them aud hear their wo.ds.  When he
pronouaces the mullard feed (Mat, 13. 32) the leaft
of all feeds, could he mean aay other than that iy was a
{mall feed. one of the lesll ? as every oae knows there
arc much finaller feeds. What @, huge and ftrong net muft
that be (meontioned in the 47'h v.) which whea caft into
the fca, could pather of every kind; if by every (the
fame in the'original with al/) is mtcnded every one
whatfoever without exception! Our Lord charged his
difciples (Mat, z3. 3.) .to obferve a// whatfoever the.
Scribes and Pharifees fitring in Mofes’s feat bade them
obferve ; but ir was only that all whatjoever, which
agreed with Mc/:s and the Prophets; for they taughe
many things fiom chat feat, which were derogatory
from the glory of God and oppofite o his holy com-
~mands. “ Had He enjoined an abfolate fubmiflion to
their ditates, He would in effcé have forbid their be-
licving in himfelf, whom the fctibes rejeéted.” Every
Awmerican is aware, that the exprefhon muft be limited
¢r thar otherwife it is not true, that a/l they that 1ake
the fword (hall perith with or by the fword (Mat.26.52)
When Simon faid to our Lord (Mark 1. 37) al/ men
feck for tl:ce, did he include all the Sadducees, Scribes
aod Pharifees 7 Our Lord and the difciples that attend-
ed himn were Jews, fome cf them eat with uowathed
Ronds ; aud yet we read, that the Fharifees and a// the
‘* Jews
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Jews except they wath their hands oft ear not (Mark
7. 3.) When our Lord faid, a// things are pcflible 10 bia
‘that believeth (Mark 9. 23) were theve not numiterle/s
exceptions fuppofed, though the words are fall and
expre[s ! The like when he {aid (Mark 11. 24 ) what
things fo ever ye defire when ye pray, believe that ye
receive them and ye fhall have them @ and agaio (Mark
13. 13.) ye fhall be hated of a4/l meo for my pames
fake : and again (ver. 23.) behold 1 have foretold you
a/l things. Did every individual ot the Jewifh covucil
confent, though it is aflerted that they a// condemned
him, i. e. Chrift, to be guilty of death (Mark 14. 64)
when we read (Luke 23, 51 ) that the counfellor jofeph
of Arimathea had not confented to the counfc! and
deed of them ¢

We are informed (Luke 3. 21) that all the pesple
were baptized by Joha; but from Jobn’s contiouing to
baprize long after this, it is evidenr, that a// meaos only
great pumbers of a/l ranks and profeflions among the
Jews. Our Lord tells the Pharifees (Luke 16. 16.)
that every man prefled ioio the kingdom of God ;
and yet they, fo tar from doiug it, hindered others
all they could. When Luée fays (19. 7.) that they a//
- murmured at feeing our Lord going (o be gueft with
Zaccheus, he could mean no more, than that there
was a3 general murmur ; for among the multitude
there were many followers, who were fo attached
to Chrift as to be faticied with all he ¢id. When
the woman of Samaria cried out ro the citizens “ come
feec a man who told me all things that ever 1 did,
Is not this the Chrift ”  (John 4. 29.) none of them
were fo foolifh as to imagine, that (he included every
tranfa&tico of her life. When our Lord, to encou-
rage his apoltles, promifes the Comforter, and adds
(Joha 14. 26) * He (hall teach you a// (hings,” He did

414
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not include o/l the arts and fciences or other fuper-
fluous knowledge; but all that was neceflary for them
to know, |

What words can be more full and exprefs than the
following, ¢ there were dwelling at Jerufalem Jews,
devout men, out of every nation under beaven (A&s2. 5.)
It is not ouvly every nation, but every nation under
heaven ; and yet there were many nations at that time
under heaven that were not known (o any onein Jeru-
falem ; though we fhould admit that America was oot
then peopled, whereas the' contrary is moft probable,
Every nation uvder heaven where the difperfed Jews
dwelt, is evidently all thar is intended. The difciples,
we are informed, had a// things common (Aéts 2. 44 )
but he that would infer from thence, that it was ‘fo in
every particular is not 2 fit member for either religious
or civil fociety, and would not be admitied to refide
loog eveon atnong /ndians,was he to attempt reducicg his
priaciples to pratice. Ananias fays to Saul (A&ts 22,
15.) “ thou thalt be his witnefs unto a// men,” though
there were millions to whom Paul/ never preached, noc
wrote, and to whom his very name was unkuown.

The apoftle Paul wiites of himfelt (Rom. 7. 8)
“ Sin taking occafion by the commandment wrought ia
me a/l concupilcence;” the tranflators have juftly ren-
dered it all manner ¢of coucup:dcence. Again (1 Cor, 6,
12 ) “all things are lawtul unto me;” chough none
tethified more ttrongly againtt a/l things that were fin-
tul, aud to his teing uiter the law to Chrifl, and not
without law to Gud. He was made all thiogs to alf
men, that be wight by all meaus fave fome; (1 Coc. o.
22.) aud yet wasnever a finlol contormift to the man-
pers and cuftoms of the vicious, theugh rich, mighty and
noble, and therzfoie muit be undeittood accordingly :
the fame when be fays * 1 pleafe a/f men 10 wll things
(1 Cor.10, 33.) tor cho’ in matcers of pure indifference

1)
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mo onc was more coandelcendiag; ana wm &/ fU .
things he was pliable asa thread ; yet, when truth a...
holioefs were concerned, he was firm as the rock and
bold as the lion. Charity which believeth a// things
and hopeth al/ things (1 Cor. 13. 7.) cannot believe or
hope any thing inconfitent herewich.

How uareafonable, arbitrary and cruel would it be
for a man 10 argue from his reading (Eph. 5. 24.) « let
the wives be fubje® to their own hufbands in
every thing,” that his wife was patiently to fubmit to
every cruelty and 0 every command, that he is plealed
to lay her under, when intoxicated with wine, with
rage, or attachments to other women. As unreafonable
as toargue, that there were oo difiatereflted chriftians
but Timothy, when the apoftle wrote (Phil. 2.21.) “for
all feck their own things, not the things of Jefus
Chrift.”

lo the firlt epiftle to Timothy (6. 10) t" appitle
tells us, “ the love of money is the root ot all evil ;”
and yet we koow, that there is much evil that hath
pothing to do with the love of mooney, and doth not
grow upoa that root. He fays io his letter to Titus
(2. 11.) that « the grace of God,” viz. in the gofpel
difpenfation, * bath appeared to all men,” which muft
be underftood as intending men of all nations ranks and
orders ; for every individual man, cven myriads, had
not been made acquainted with the gofpel.

Jobn tellsus in the Revelation (5. 13.) “and every
creatare which is in heaven, and on the earth, and
under the earth, and fuch as are io the fea, and a//
things that are in them, heard 1 faying, Blefling
and honour and glory and power be unto him that
fitteth upoo the throne aond to the Lamb forever and
cver”  Willa perfon of any feufe fuppofe from bence,
that every thiog that was before mute became vocal ;
and not rather, thar a// aature in differeat ways concurr’d

in this foog of praifs, When
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When we read, that every bond man and every freed
mao hid themfelves from the wrath of the Lamb (Rev.
6. 15, 16) we muft except a/l the friends of the
Lamb. When the beaft caufeth a// both fmall and
great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive & mark
- in their right hand or in their foreheads ( Rev. 13, 16.)
notwithftanding the words are fo full and exprefs we
muft exclude every one whofe faithtuloefs and attach-
meats to Chrift would not admit of their complying.
When Babylon becomes the hold of every foui fpirie
and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird (Rev, 18. 2.)
we cannot fuppofc that foul fpirits, unclean and bateful
birds are to be found in no other part of the vniverfe
“than Babylon : nor can we underftand the phrafe lite-
rally wheo it faid (verfe 24.) in her was found the
blood of a4/l that were flain upon the earth. When
all the folls are called upon to come and gather them-
felves together uoto the fupper of the great God,
that they might cat the fleth of a/l men (Rev 19. 18.)
both free and bond, both fmall and great, the fleth
of the enewies of God is all that can be meant. Aad
when the foundations of the wall of the heavenly
Jerufalem are faid to be garnithed with every precious
ftone (Rev. 21. 19.) the fenfe is no more than our
tranflators appreheaded and have exprefled by a/ff
manner of precious {tones, .

But as faith Dr. Doddridge * it would be endlefs to
enumerate the texts, where common fenfe requires us
to take the word a// in this general manner.”

We may fairly conclude, from this indu&ion of par-
ticulars, that we are not bound to admir, that 7o ome
- awhatfoever, let him be the moft abandoned profligate
that ever exifted, will mifs of fina/ falvation, becaufe
the apoftle has ufed the term ALL, and faid ¢ God
will have ALL men to be faved.” " B

t
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Bu' thovld we adnic of Mr, BPhite’s interpretation,
that al/ men me.as the whole human race, not a fingle
Moul exceptec vet his favourite dofrine could not be
fapported by this text. He tells us indeed, “ it is not faid
God wonld have all to be faved by his goed will, but
that he aquthoritatively wills it © wilis it as a being
of fupreme, uncontroulable power, 8 being that will be
obeyed. Lt is a fixed, determined, immutable will, not
¢ranfient, nor revacable. Thus powerfully, and irre-
fiftibly does God i/l all men to be faved” Boldly
“afferted ! When a man is haranguiag and has a poiat
to carry, there is nothing like declariag roundly and
with the utmolt confidence, without difcovering the
Jeaft change of couarenance or trepidation of voice,
the flory is true, it is certainly fo, let it be ever fo
contrary to reafon, feripture or faéts; for he will find
fome, who will credit him upon ir, even v . tho
are fenfible and judicious in other refpeéls; baut,
“thiough weakoefs of intellectual verves, they fuffer
themfelves to be flormed out of their fenfes, by the

~ daring aflaulis of defperadoes in religion,
However, not to be terrified by Mr. White’s bold
effertions, let us try the truth of them; and their
agreement with his next paragraph, wherein we read
~ #as he, i.e. God, wills the end, fo does he wi/l the
neceffary means leading to it.  1n order to their being
Javed, he will have all men come to the knowledge
of the truth. No man §s or can be fanéiified or faved
“without the knowledge of the truth ; Gdd wills there-
fore that this means of falvation thall pafs upoo them.”
But the chaplain or his tranfcriber has failed to tell
us where this means of falvation—the kunowledge of

the truth—pafleth upon all men, |
That perfon is paft reafoning with, who will deny
that che apoltle by fruth here means the gofpel, 1t
18
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is indifputable thar not one half of the world fis
chriftianized ; and that, fo continuing, it is morall
impoflible, they thould have the énetwledae of the truth,
But if the end 15 not to be obtained without the nee
ceilary means, and the neceflary means, do not take
place—if Do man is or can be fan&tified or faved with-
cut the #nowledge of the truth ; and yet milliops live
and die, from age 4ge, without this knowledge, then
it muft follow, that the wi// of that Being, who is
faid to will that ALL ».EN come to the koowledge
of the truth, cannot mean that authoritative will,
which is accompanied with uncontroulable power and
is ever obeyed.  Seeing then that God doth as powers
fully and irrefiftably will all men to come to the know-
ledye of the truth, as to be faved ; and that fadts withe
out number evideoce, that all men come #s¢ to the
knowledge of the truth, we are reduced, by dire
peceflity, to underftand the divine will in the text for
the approving and not the determiniog and effeing
will ot God. \

The apoftle makes no difference between God’
willing that all thould be faved, and his willing that all
(ould come to the knowledge of the trath, Lt e
- alfo be noted, that the original is not, who wills #o fave
all men, but wills all mea # ée faved, the verb is
paflive and not aétive. Had it been altive, Mr. White’s
fitft texe in proof of the certain falvation of all men
- would have been far more to the purpofe; as it is, he
obtains no fupport from it. Qur tranflators were fenfi-
ble of a material difference, between God’s willing to fave
all men and williog all men #0 be faved ; and have hinted
this difference by rendering the pafluge will have all
men {0 be faved, They would have exprefled the
-meaniog of the apoftle yet mére fully, had they ren-

dered it would bave all men to be faved, intcnding; by
| “his
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his good will : for, notwithftanding, what the chaplaia
autporitatively pronounces, the apoftle, while he ulcs
the original word for wi//, in the fame tenfe and mood,
ot lefs than thirty-nine times in his writings, in more
than twenty nine places alludes to the inclimation of the
mind and not the eperating power of the will; accord-
ingly it is tranflated in twenty four* inftances by wou/d,
in oue by difpofed,+ in a fecond by I bad rather,} and
in three others by defire.§ In the other ten places,)
where it is rendered will and wilt, it might be once
and again more properly would or wouldff. It occurs
only twice in the remaining epiltles. James fays
(2 ch, 20) but wilt thou know O vain man, which is tan-
tamount to—but énow thou O vain man. John writes
(3ep. 13 v) 1 will not. -

We meet with it, in the hiftorical books of the new
teftament, fixty one times, fifty one of which it is tranf-
Jated will or wilt: the fifty one muft be reduced to
forty one, for in ten places of Mark and Lute,} we have
enly a repetition of what we meet with in fix of Ma¢-
thew.l] 1o twelve more,[|| at leaft, out of the forty one,
the allufion is evidently to the inclination, pleafure or
defire of the perfon or perfons concerned. .Th

| ¢

* Rom. 1. 13.—7. 18, 16, 19, 20, twicein the 1gth ver,—
11, 25.~16. 19.==1 Cor, 7.7, 32.==10. 1, 20.==11. 3.
12, 1.~14. §. 2 Cor. 1, B.—g. 4.—12. 20. twice,
Gai. 3. 3= 17. Col. 2. 1. 1 Thefl. 4. 13
¢ Thefl. 3. 10.
~+ 1 Cor. 10. 27. 1 1 Cor. 14. 19,
§ Gal. 4. 9,—=6. 12, 13.
) Rom. ¢.18. twice.—=13 3. 1 Cor. 4. 21.=7. 36, 39.
4, $85,—16. 7. 1 Tim. 2. 4—5. 11,
++ Mark 1. 41.=8. 34.—10. §l.=14. 12, 36.~-1§. 9,
Luke 5. 13.—~9. 23.=~18. 41.—22. 9.
1} Mate. 8. 30—16. 24.==20. 32.—~26. 17, 39.=~27. 17.
l§ Matt. 13. 28.=15. 28.~17. 4.—20. 21.=27. 21,
" Mark 6. 25.~15. 12. Luke 19.14. Joha g. 6.
Aa‘ 7- 280—90 6."'-250 90 ‘
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The remaining oumber is twenty nioe ;¥ snd fhould
the impartial reader confult them, he will probably be
ready to judge that in feveral of them po more is
~ meant than the inclination.

As to the other ten of the fixty one, the original is
tranflated would or wouldft,t defire or defireth,} and
lifteth.]  ‘Thus it appeareth, that not only in Paul’s
writings, but through the whole new teftament, the
originzl word, in the fame tenfe and mood, rendered
will io the text under confideration, alludes to the in-
elination of the mind, ana not 10 that gperating power
of the will for which the chaplain contendeth.

It may be obje€ted, that however the original word
alludes in common to the snclinaiion of the mind, as hath
been now obferved, becaufe that it is the wi// of the
creature that is concerned ; yet that wheo the diwine
Being fpeaks or is fpoken of, it hath another meaning :
for, that as Mr. White faith (p. 6.) * the will of God
does not reft in pitying men, and withing it were bettes
with them—uno—the wi// of God and his woré are one.
He wills nothing but he works it”? That «“He is an
emnipotent and wife agent and can never be refifted,” fo
as to be fruftrated even when oppofzd, is readily grant-
ed: but that, when he is faid to wil// in the ficred
wri.ings, we are not always to underfland fuch kind of
will as the chaplain maintains, hath been thewa from
the fact, that all mendo not come to the knowledge of
the trutb, though he is faid to wil/that they fhould do

it;

* Matt. 9y 13.=11. 14=12. § =15 32.=~19. 17, 31.

—20. 14, 1§.—~21. 29.=23. 4.~26. 1§.—27. 43.
Luke 9. g4.=i12. 49.—13. 31. Johng. 21, 40 —
6. 67.8. 44 —g. 27.—17. 24.—21, 22, 23. befides
the fix above {pecified at the mark i1.

t Matt. 12, 38. Mark 10. 35, 36. Luke 6. 31. John

9. 27.~=12.21.~21. 18,

¥ Matk g0 350 Lukes. gpo 4 Jobo 3. 8,
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; and will be 1uade further to appeiar, when it (hall
havc been ‘proved below, that all men are nst faved, tor
that individuals do really perifh, However betore we
enter upon thar proof, let me poiat cut the error of
Mr. White's aflertions from other pafiages of icripture,
which contain a flat denial of them.

Our Saviour, to filence the cavils of the pharifees
at his eating with publicans and fianers, tells them to go
and learn what that meaneth 1 will have mercy and not
Jacrifice. (Matt 9. 13.) Aod when they complained 1o
him, that his dcfcxplcs did what was pot lawful to do
upon the fabbath, he anfwers them by faying, “ifye
had kaown what this meaneth, [ will have mercy and
ot facrifice, ye would not have condemned the guiltlefs
(Mate. 12, 7) The words are a quotation from
Hofea (6. 6) There Jebovah faith by the prophet,
“for Ldefir’d mercy and not facrifice ; and the kuow-
ledge of God fore than burorofferings.” D
Doadridge renders the Grecé in Matthew, * 1require
mercy and not facrifice;” and then notes, ¢ fo the
Greek evidently ﬁgmﬁcq when it exprefles che will of
a fuperior ; and this the original (Zebrew word im-
ports, which feems to anfwer to that modern pirafe
ufed by princes fuch is our pleafure”’ ‘The Sepuagiat
tranflation varies fornewhat from our Saviour’s quctation,
which is as the Hebrew *mercy and oot facrifice,”
whereas the other is mercy rather than or before facei-
fice, and the koowledne of God rather than or befors
burnt-offerings.” Thc Scpiuagint obt:ving, that
the fubfcqucnt clanfe in the Hebrew deierinined the
fenfe of the preceding, rendered both in the fame
manner. The verd uled by cur Saviour and the Sep-
tuagint is the fame : and his authority jullifies the ufe
«f it asanfwering to the Hebrew ongmal and the
mcaciog of the peflage in Hefoa proves, tlm i the

ucw
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new teBomentitintendeth I e fice, prefer, take detight
in. am pleafed with, requive, and the hke, whatever the
chaplsin or bis tranfenber may affert to the contrary.

Oue. of the preatelt Hebricians that this century
hath produced, Schultens, makes to bend the primary
potion of the Hebrew root in Hefea; from wheoce
the tranfition is eafy 1o the fubfequent fecondary figni-
fications—* to have a ready, well-difpofed, and checr-
ful iaclination of will and affe@®ion; to be well affeéted
to; to favour; todelighting ro be willing ; to choofe ;”
which are pisen as the common neaning of the word
by Dr. Taylor in his Hebrew Concordance, He
hath omitted mentioning fo will, but cannot be thought
to me4q, that it fhould be excluded ; feeing, that the very
firjl tranflation be gives, is in the Latin for to will ;
aod in this he agrees with Pagninus, Buxtorf, Leigh,
Opitius, Stock, and orhers, who had before ioterpreted
the Hebrew root in the like maoner that he hath done.

The Do&or in his preface remarks to the following
purport, “ The words and phrafes of the new teftament
are but the words and phrafes of the old tranflated
into Gr.eé. The fame language runs through the
whole, and is fet in fuch a variety of lights, that one
partis well adapred to illuftrate ‘another, To under-
{tand the ineaning of the Spiritin the new,itis efentially
necellary that wennderftand its fenfe in the old teltament.
By carefully colladog thofe places of the facred code
where any word is ufed, you may judge what fenfe &
will, or will not bear. - Which being once fetcled, there
hes no appeal to any other writings in the world; be-
canfe there are no other books in all the world, in the
pure onginal Hebrew, but the books of the old 1efta-

et A jadament therefore duly formed upon them
muit be abfolutely decifive.”

| &) T.et
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Let vs proceed upon this plan, and sttend to the
iflue. ‘The Hebrew verb, the feofe of which hath
been given, is to be met with eighty four times in
the old reftament, thirty nine of which it is vfferted of
or uttered by, the divine Being.  Infixteenout of thele
it is rendered delight, have delight, delighted, delighteth,®

 Javourefl,t well pleafed} and have no pleajure.§the nega-
tive being added ; and that the true fenfe could not have
heen given, but in thefe or words of fimilar meaning,
is evident from the prepofitions with which the verb is
connedted in the original. In the other twenty three
places it is rendered pleafes, pleafe, bath pleafure in,
aod have I any pleafure at all *% awould and will ;11
delighteth in aud delight ;it defire, defired and defire/? |||

In the forty five places, where the Hebrew verb
has a reference to the creature, it is tranflated in like
manner as when referring to the divine Being, except
in Fob 40. 19: in which it is moveth, 1t is only will
io Ruth 3. 13 : would io 1 Kings 13. 23: and willing
in 1 Chro, 28, 9. |

The Septuagint have tranflated the Hebrew, in forty
out of the eighty four places, by the Greet verb tranf-

lated willin 1 Tim.2. 4;30d in twenty of them, where
the

* Numb. 14. & 2 Sam, 135. 26.—22. 20, 1 Kings 10. ¢.
2 Chro. . 8. Pf. 18. 1¢9.—22. 8.=147. 10, 1. 63, 4.
—65. 12.—60. 4. Jer. 9. 24.

+ Pf. 41, 11,

i I 42, 21,

y Ezek, 18, 32 =133, 11,

** Judges 13.23. Pl g1, 19.=115. 3.=~135.6: 1f 53.10
§5. 11.==56. 4, Jonzh1 14 Pl g 4.—35.27. Ezek,
18. 24. twice, more literally in defiring do [ aijire, but
mere eleganly bave [eny pleafure at all, “

ikt Sam 2,24, Job. g 8. Pro. 21 1.

4 PLogs 23, Micah 714, Malo 2 170 16 10,

O PV o406 Haelea 6,6, T 50 00,
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the divine Being is fpoken of or fpeaks* The intro-
dudtion of the verb «vill into thefe leveral paflages,
~inflead of what our tranflators have ufed, by fuch - as
pleafs to make the experiment, mult fufficiently hew
the weaknels of the chaplain, in laying that mighty {trefs
upon ity and crying out “ the will of God and his werk
are one, He willi nothing, but he works it” The
geoerality of readers will probably be fatisfied with
the tollowing fpecimens. .

David predicts the l:nguage, with which the enemies
of our Saviour reproached him when upon rhe crofs,
faying  he trufted in the Lord, that he weuld deliver
him: let him deliver him, feeing he delighted in
him.’+ The Septuagint render it in the prefent tenfe,
{o that the word is exac@ly the fame as in Timothy; and,
what deferves obfervation, the very fame with what the
facred hiftorian records.} Let the Englilb then be, “let
him deliver him feeing he wills him” Add Mr.
White’s paraphrafe on ihe fame word in Timothy, only
changing st for him, and read, “ He, i.e. God, autho-
ratatively wills him; wills him, as a Being of fupreme,
incontroulable power. 1t is a fixed. determined, immu-
table will, not tranfient avd vevocable. The will of
God and his work are one. He wills nothing, but
he worksit”> What a fweet fenfe this makes of the
paflage ! Qur tranflators have avoided the ablurdity
by rendering it in the Evangelift, ¢ let him deliver him
now, if be wi/l have him,” meaning will approve of
him, or, to comport with the Pfalm, delighteth in him,
which muft be the fenfe, becaufe of the prepofition
that the Hebrew verb is there conne@ed with, though

icis wanting both in the Septuagint tranflation and in
Matthew. | The

* 28am. 15.26. 1 Kings10o,9. 2Chro.g. 8. Pf. 5. 4.
~—18, 19.—22. 8.—37.23 —40. 6.—41. 11,~§1. 16—
115,3 —135.6 —14%. 10. Prov. 21. 1. If. §5. 11—
§0. 4. Ezck. 18. 23, twice, and v, 32, [of, 6. 6.

b PLoz2, 8. 1 Matt. 27, 43,
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The prophet Ezekiel furnithes us wich the follow- |

ing remarkable paflages.  “ Have 1 any pleafurc ac all
that the wicked thould die; faith the Lord Guod: and
..ot that he {hould retura from his ways and live?  For
I have no pleafure in him that dieth, faith the Lord."*
"The Sepruagint tranflation reads in Eng/ifh with the
Greet verb rendered as in Timothy, « thall | wwall wirth
my will the death of the wicked, fo much as, (er,
equally with) his turoing from the evil way and his
living? For I wi// not the death ot him that dieth,
faith the Lord.” The ufe of the Greet verd fizni-
fying #o will by the Sepruaginr, mult be allowed to
be juft, from what hath been already obferved.

- Hereit isevidently maintained, that che Lord wwil/-
leth the amendment ot the wicked rather than his
death: Anund if fo, it miy be propofed to Mr, White’s
tranfcriber, how comes it about, that as Ged wills au-
thoritatively, with fupreme uncontroulable power, with
a fixed, determined mmutahle will = how comes it about
that as his w/l and work is one; and as he w:ils
nothing, but he warks it; that the wicked doth yo:
turn from his evil way and live? What hinders ?
Heis an omnipotent and wife agent, he can oever be
¢ffectually refilled.  The text and contexr, fuppolcth,
that in divers in{tances the wicked dieth 5 and yet the

oenoprding of the text fhews, that it is true of cvery

wicked man that the Lord willeth his amendment
rather than his death. It matters oot to the argumnent
what ¢his death is, whether it intends future punilliments
or dying by pational judgments, There is no other
way of removing the abfurdities following upon Mr,
W hite’s mode of reafoning, but by admitting in oppo-
{ition to what he pretendeth, that when the coi/f of
God is fpoken of, it often meaps bis beacvolence or

good

* Ezek. 18, 23, 32

»
3]
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geod widd ; his approving, and oot his determining,
effelling, omnipotent will.  The divine Being exercifeth
a moral goverpment over his rational creatures, They
have all a law writtea upon their hearts ; to fome he
hath given a fuller and clearer revelation of his mind.
By that Fle tells us, what we are to do, and what we
are to forbear. When we go cootrary to his direce
tions we 4& wickedly; when we obey them we a&t
righteoufly.  Itis hiswill and pleafure that we fhould
at righteoufly, He threatens us, if we donot :  He
promilcs us benefits, if we do, His facred oracles are
written in the laoguage aod disle& of thele lower re-
gions ; and Do, to us, in the unintelligible diale&t of the
upper; being defigued for mortals, and not for angels.
I bey fpeak after the manner of men, who cannot fpeak
or conceive of the diviue Being above human abilities;
and therefore, to excite fuirable thooghts and affe&tions
in them, diltin&ions are ufed concerning the Deity,
and p:flions afccibed 1o him, which do not really belong
to his nature, and which, to prevent miltakes, we are
taaght in other places are foreign to it, as implying
chaogeablenefs and imperfeétion. Were we to confi-
der more, whea reading the fcriptures, the divine
Being as the moral Governor ot the world, publithing

bis will and pleafirs -touhis ggafonadble creatures, we ..

fhould the more ealily comprehend TReirinean iy and
defign, It is the will and pleafure of every kind fove-
reign on earth, that all bis people may be good fubjeéls,
and 1cap the benefit of it: and it is the ewill and
pleafure of the King of kings, that all his reafonable
creatures fhould be faithful and obedient fubjeéts, and
ot confequence enjoy falvatioo.

It is not improbable, that when Pau/ wrote to Timo-
- thy, “ who will haveall men 10 be faved,” he had his -
eye to thofe gracious and encouragiog declarations con-

tained
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rained in Ezekiel (ch.18. 23, 32.and ch. 33. 11.) for his
expreflion is conformable thereunio ¢ and uhat this is not
8 fingular conjefture, is plain trom tne reference made
to this paflage of Paul’s, in the margin of fome of our
Engli/b bibles, | |

The gofpel confiders all men as{inners,aud is, in fhort,
e ProcLamaTioN from the King ot kings, promifing
pardon and grece 1o all who repent and believe on the
Lord Jefos CEufl. Itis the divine pleafure, that this
ProcramaTion fhould be publilhed far and wide,
through this globe, to all natiops, kindreds, tongues and
people; and ¢hat every cne who hears it, fhould take the
benetit of it : and this is the feofe, in which ** God will
have all men :0 be faved, and come to the knowledge of
the trath ) 2nd let it be remembered, that it cannot be
faid w.: jiice, *of this will of his that it reffeth in
pitying mcn, and withing it were better with them;”
for, by his Son, He commanded the spoltles to go into
all the world, and (o preach the gofpel to every human-
creature,+ without exception ; and Paul was called to
proclaim the glad tidings to the Gentiles exprefsly : and
had chriitian fovereigns undeiftood the calls of provi-
dence and of the feriptures, inftead of having empleyed
the fine aris of navigation to the infamous purpofes of
difcovering new couatries for to plunder and enflave
the patives, they would have'employed them in the
glorioas purpofe of fpreading the divine Proclamation
of pardon and grace through Jefus Chriit, tothe ever-
lafting falvation of all true penitents and believers,
without regard to their complexion, features, manners
or cuftoms,

Some w2y with me prefer the above explanation of
Mr. Wite’s ficft text; while others choofe to an{wer
him by urgiog, that the words a// men, do not necefla-
rily imply any more than a// orders and forts of men :

for
+ Mark 16. 13,
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for that the term al/, both before and after, muf# be
uoderftood in a limited fenfe. When the apoltle di-
reéls in the firft verfe, that prayer fhould be made for
all men, he conld tiot mean for every inutvidual, as
chriftians were vircually prohibited by that loving difci-
ple 7ehn (1 John 5. 16.) prayiag for thofe who had
finned the fin unto death, i. e, had been guilty of the
unpardonable fin agaioit the holy Ghoft, Again, when
(in v. 8th) he writes, 1 will therefore that men pray
every where,” he defigns not in each, but in any place,
without regarding its having been, or contiouing to be,
hely or unholy, which agrees with what our Lord taught
the woman of Samaria (John 4. 21—~24) in anfwer to
her ecquiry about the proper place of worfhip. Now
if all in the 1edeand in the 8th verfe my? have a con-
fined meaning, why may it not have the like fenfe in
the intermediate fpace? |
Oboe or other of thefe interpretations muft be allow-
~ed, or the fcriptures are at variance, and give an
uncertain found.
- Now is the place, referved in my own intention for
replying toan anfwer that may be given to the argu-
ment, drawn from all men’s 7ot coming o the know-
ledge of the truth, in proof that all men are not faved.
It may be anfwered, that though millions live and
dic without the kndwledge of the truth, yet this means
of falvation may pafs upoa them in another world,
The pamphlet doth not affert it, in fo many words;
but the fenfible and careful reader will obferve, that only
fome priociples are publifbed, that others are concealed
In confequences to be revealed when the favouratle op-
portuaity offers, We may reft aflured, that we are not
mifters of the whole plan, while we ftop fhort of
Origen’s full {entimenr, who is pronounced by fome to
have “ turned even hell ielf into a purgatory; and w0

have
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have thought, that not only wicked men, but the vory,
devils might be fo purged in ir, ax to cuwe forth angels
of light"* | S

T'hat the knowledge of the truth is atrainable in the
dark regions of hell, will not appear incredible 10 thofe
who believe, that a free intercourfe is maintained be-
tween the miferable inhabitants of it——that many who
have prophefied in the name of the lLord Jelus, aod in
his name have caft our devils, and io his name done miny
wooderful works will be publickly doomed in the day
of judgment to future punifhments—and that numbers
are called to the koowledge of the truth, who periih
notwithftanding ——it will be well, if there are no ad-
ditions made to them, by the flatiering and falle hopes,
that fome ¢ntertain of being at length Tor ever happy,
io a diftant though unknown period, let their moral
chara&ter here be whatit may, from the unfcriptural
perfuafion, that there is aual falvation for all mean,
But though it thould be admitted, that the knowledge
of the truth is attainable by ali the damned in hell,
whether men or devils ; yet there is not the leaft fuaa-
dation in the facred oviacles, for fuppofing. that fuch
knowledge will prove faving to any of them. It is
evident, that the New Teltament confines the Procla-
mation of pardon and grace for all who repent and
believe on Jefus, to the inhabitants of our world ; and
hence they are aflured, that if they believe not, they
~hhall not fee life, but the wrath of God abideth on
them.4+ Thisis the current dotrine of fcriprure, fo
‘plaio and intelligible, that he who runs muy read it, and
that the way-faring man though a fuol cannot miftake
it—-unlefs heis a will-fool. Itis addrefled direllly to
Jinners on earth, and not to fiferers in hell ; there is
ot the Jeaft intimation, thiat it will ever be lirected g

the
® Wuke's Difcoutfe on Purgatory, p. 3.

{ John 3. 36.
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the latter : the contrary is {trongly afferted ;. for the
former are told, that if they believe pot they fhall zes
fee life, but the wrath of God abideth on them. Will
the wrath of God abide on them ¢ Shall they not fze
life ? They then that will venture to contradi&t this
dotrine, and to teach men that the wrath of God
will abide on them only for a certain period, and thac
atter fuch period they fhall fee life, though they have
trodden under foot the Son God, and bave accounted
the blood of the covenant am unboly thing, and bave
done defpite to the Spirit of grace—fuch teachers, me-
thinks, ought to come invélted with powers for
working miracles greater than thofe wrought by Jefus
and his apoftles, for thefe verily taught the reverfe.
‘The poet Milton gives a far more fcriptural account of
hell than fuch teachers, when he crys out,

“ Regions of forrow ! doleful fhades !' where peace

“ And reft cannever dwell! hope never comes,

“ That comes to all : but torture without ead

* Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed

“ With ever-burning fulphur unconfum’d !”

We miy be told, that Peter writes,} * Chrift alfo
hath once fuffered for fins, the juft for the unjuft, being
put to death ip the flefh, but quickned by tke Spirit, by
which alfo he went and prezched unto the fpirits in pri-
fon: which fometime were difobedient, when once the
long {uftering of God waited in the days of Neab while
the ark was preparing.”” This paflage has been greatly
perplexed aod tortured by defigning and interefted
theorifts, whoie bufinefs it was to fupport a favourite
{cheme, Dr. Doddridge’s tranflaticn is certainly a joft

~one—* Quickened by the Spirit, by which (or whom)
going forth he preached to the fpirits in prifon, who
were long fince difobedient.”— The Spirit by whom
eur Lord was quickened was the Spirit of Ged; this
E Spirit

% 1 Pet. 3. 18~=20. -
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Spirit was granted to Noah, that preacher of rightean!-
nels, by our Lord, who is therefore fpokea of a: gorny
JSorth by him and preaching 1o thofe (pirits in pitton,
who were long (ince, or tormerly difobedient, whea once
the long fuffering of God waited in the days of Nouh.

Whether this interpretation be allowed or rej:(ted,
matters not to the cale in hand, Lei perfcus main-
tain, if they will, that the paflage reters to our Lord s
defceat into hell or limbus patrum, and ro his preach.
ing there; it doth not appear from i, that his preach-
ing proved effetual for the falvation of any; tor e,
at writing, fpeaks of the auditors as beinss il ypiriee
sn prifon, and wakes no mentien of any’s reruining
with our Lord to a better place. His fayiig, who
were long fince or formerly difobedient, doth v arpue
that they were not now difobedient ; for 1t they were
not now diflobedient, they would fearce be thut up n
prifoo : but he alludes to that particular difohedience
in the day of their trial, whea once the long fuffering
of God waited to fee, what woun!d be the eff. & or Neah's
preaching ; and which difobedieuce proved the cecalion
of their being caft into prifon.

Paul wasa moft zecalous indefer! mahle preacher ; and
ic is not to be doubred, but that he would readily heve
poftponed going to heaven, on quitting the body, sod
have vifited the damoed in hell, ha! there been the leatt
glimmering hope that be theuld be: initrumental i fav.
ing a fingle foul out of that place of torments; whereas
whenever he mentions being abfent from the body, he
conclades that he fhall be prefeot with the Lord, It is
now above four thoufand years {ince the difobedient in
the days of Noah were fen: to the prifhn of hell; and we
have not yet had certain autbentic intclligence of aay
one’s having been brought, by means of his tormeuts, to
godly repeotance, and commenced an holy perfon, «nd in
confequence of fuch chaoge obtained a removal to glory.

- The
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The Papifls indeed aflure us, upon their word and
honour, that numbders have gone to heaven from the
hmhus patram wud from pusgatory 3 and in Cardipal
Bellarmin’s time molt of their divines taught, that the
damned and the fouls 1n purgatory, are tormented in the
jame jire and in the fame place : but they diftinguifh be-
tween the damned aud the fouls in purgatory ; the latter
are “penitent finners, who departed this life in grace and
charity, but neverthelefs indebted 10 the divine juftice
fome pains, which they foffer in the other life; pardon-
ed as 10 the eternal guslt or pain. yet obnoxious to fome
temporul penalty ;” the damned are thofe abandoned
wicked gracelets fpirits, whofe fins fhall never be remit-
ted : fo that in this point the Papifts keep nearer to
the fcriptures than the ingenious Mr, White and his
admirers, | |

let us pow procced to the arguments in proof ef
there being fuch daruned, whole fins thall never be remat-
t2d, aud who will never fee and enjoy eternal life ; but
{ball have the wrath of God abiding on them.

The {criptures uvoiformly teach, that the moral
cha:afters of mankind are formed and fixed in and by
the prefent life ; that their flates are unalterably
determined at death; and that the time of probation is
then at an end. The admouitions, promifes, threat-
nings and reprefencajions of our Lord aud his apoftles
evidertlv imply it

Solomon’s advice is—* whatloever thy hand findeth to
¢o, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor
device, nor knowledge, nor wifdom in the grave,whither
thon goeft ;”* by which he means to declare, that the
prefent world is the lage whereupon we are called to
perform the parts aflipned us by our Creator ; and that
we fhall oot be aliowed to perform them over again,
1 thac iavifible world to whick we are going. A

. greater
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grester than Solomon exprefles the fame fentimenr,
when he faith, “1 muft work the works of him that
feat me, while itis day; the might cometh when no
man can work.”* The lalt claufe appears to be a ge-
- neral acknowledged truth applied to his own particalar
cafe——a cruth holding forth this inftruion, that
the day of life is the ume of aétion ; that the night
of death clofes the fcene; and that we fhall be ap.
proved o¢ rejefted, as we have finifbed well or ill.
In perfect unifon with thefe ideas, it is written, “ to
day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts
#s in the provocation, Take heed, brethren, left there
be in any of you an evil heart of wubelief,in depart-
ing from the living God; bur exhort one another
daily, while it is called ¢0 day.”’+ * Now is the accept-
ed time, behold, now is the duy of falvation”] Jobn
the baptift, in his preaching, compares the national
cburch of the Jews 1o a threfhiog floor covered with
wheat and chaff, and fays of our Lord, “ he will tho-
rooghly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the
garaer, but he will burn up the chait with unquench-
able fire”’§ The good are compared to wheat, the
bad to chaff. The former are to be gathered into a fafe
and fecure place, the latter are to be deltroyed—uot
to pafs through a new and fiery trial, in order that they
may be thereby turned into wheat.

We read—* God fo loved the world, that He gave
his only begotten Son, that whofoever believeth in
him, thould not perifb, but have everlafting life| He
that believeth and is baptized fhall be faved, but he
that believeth oot fhall be damned,”q or condemned in
@ judicial way to future panilbment. The laft quota-
tion was fpoken by our Lord, after his refarreéion,
a litle before his afcenfion, and when commiffioning

| his
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his apoftles to preach the gofpel to every human crea-
ture ; and fo deferves fpecial attention, It would be
tedious to the reader, to mention all the paffages, where
falvation or eternal lite are promifed to every one who
repenteth and belicveth on the Lord Jefus; and where
it is threatened, exprefly or by manifel? implication,
that whofoever believeth not fhall oot fee life, fhall
perifh, (hall be damned or condemned to future punifh-
meat: Salvation and eternal life in fuch paflages’are
evidently fyoooymous; and fo are not feeing life, per. fb-
tng, being damned, or condemned, ‘The forme: avn.. ine
latrer are contrafled 10 each other as oppofites. DBue
what becomes of the contraf?, if the threateniog on'y
means, thar nobelievers thall be condemned and panii:-
ed for a while. and after that fhall be bleflod « %
cterpal life? The fiullt preachers of the gofinzi it
have been thonght egregious triflers or worfs, <, wh s
they fpake as they did, they intended oe o i sz
this; and had a referved fubterfuge, accordivy . 7 v,
the vileft mifcreant that ever went to the ywavi v
at length be faved. Many perfons, when thev riws
entertained a pleafing opinion, hrough an indoleuce 7
temper, will not be at the paims of examining iniw
the truth or fallehood of ic. They had rather be de-
luded by an agreeable dream, though to their future
damage ; than be awakened to a fenfe of danger, time
cocugh to efcape the approaching evil. 1 would hope
beter of fome into whofe hands this may fall; and
therefore goon, and note, that the moft and beft ar-
gameots of the pamphler in behalf of the Refforation
of all mankind to final happine(s are taken from the
writings of the apoltle Paul. Let us examine whether
. theinterpretation,given to the paflages quoted from him,
~ doth not contradi@ what he advanceth in other places;

for if fu, fuch interpretation cannot be the true one.
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Paul tells the Romans,* that  all things work togcther
for good to them that love God, to the calledaccoriing
to his purpofe ;”’ and, in fupport of it,adds, * whem he
did foreknow, he did alfo predeltinate to be conformed
to the image of his fon; orcover, whom he did pre-
deflinate, them he alfo called; and whom he called
them healfo jultified ; and whom be jultifi=d, them he
alfo glorified.” Not to enter in'o difpute about the
meaning of foreknowledge, predeflination, and cailing;
the paflage conuneéts thefe with being juffified and glo-
rified. and appropriates the whole to certwin individuals,
to the exclufion of others—to them that love God, 10
the called according to his purpofe, We may as well
argue, that a part is the whole; as that ali are fore-
koown, all are predeltinated, all are called, ali are jufli-
fied, and all are glorifiel—or as thac a/l are glorified
and reftored to fioal happinefs, though fme anly are
foreknown, predeftinated, called, and juftified.

In his epiltle to the Hebrews, he declares it impoilible
for thofe who were once enlightned, and had rafted of
the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the holy
Ghoft, and had tafted of the good word of God, and the
powers of the world to come, thould they apoftatize, to
be renewed again unto repentance ; and then reprefents
their unhappy doom by the following illuftration, *for
the earth which drinketh in the raio that cometh oft
upon it.and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom
itis drefled, receiveth blefling from God : but that which
beareth thorns and briers 1s rejeé&ted, and is nigh unto
curling, whofe end i s to be burnedt How puerile and
impertinent is this illuftration, 1f the end of the greateft
apoftate is only to pafls through a temporary burning,
in order to his recerving a bleffing from God, and being
made finally happy ! He allo waras them, fayiog,
“fec that ye refafe not him that fpeaketh, for if they

efcaped

-n,
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efcaped not, who refufed him that fpake om earth,
muck more {hall oot we efcape, if we turo away from
him that fpcaketh from heaven,”* Could it enter into
the head of any believing fenfible few, who recollected
how the refufers in the time of Mofes were deftroyed,
~that the apoftle fecretly admirted, that fhould they turn
away from him that Ipake from heaven, they would
efcape notwith(tanding, and in length of time become
~ the companions of them that ferve God acceptably, with
‘reverence and godly fear, | |
When he writes to the Corinthians, * but with many
of them God was vot well pleafed ; for they were
overthrown in the wildernefs;” he fubjoins, *now
thefe things were our examples,” and again a little lower,
“pow all thefe things happened unto them forenfamples,
and they are written for our admonition.”t What
was it that happened unto them? For their difobedi-
ence murmuring and lufts, they were overthrewn in the
wildernefs, they were deltroyed of the deftroyer, and
were never faffered to enter the promifed land. But
how are thefe our examples, if after having given ioto
the higheft a&ts of difobedience, indulged the bafeit
lafts, and allowed ourfelves in the moft indeceot mur. .
murings againft the divioe condu&, through life, we
are admicted into it ? Upon Mr.White'’s principle, they
were written in vain, and have no admonition in them;
for they do not prefigure the abfolute and perpetual
exclufion of any from the heavenly Canaan, though the
deftrudtion of the Jews in the wildernefs was an abfolute
and perpetual exclufion of all fuch from the earthly
¢ne. From the paffages now quoted it is evident, that
Paul was oppofed to the Reftoration of all mankind te
Jinal bappinefs, whatever fome inquificors may attempt
forcing him ro fpeak, by putting his expreflions to the
rack and torture,
I
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It remaineth, that we attend particularly to ths
great Prophet of the church, whom if the chriftian
profeflor will mot hear, it is vain to think of calling
other evidence. Our Lord teftified, that « ftrait is the
gate and narrow is the way which leadeth uato life, and
JSew there be that find it.”+ Gihers maintain, that,
though this is true in reference to the direff road unto
life, yet there is another round about way leading from
deftru&ion, which, the many, who for the prefent pre-
fer the wide gate aod the broad way, will ac laft hit
upon, fo that all without exception fhall have life,
Could the muliitudes of common people, who liftened
to'our Lord’s fermon uoderftand him in this light ?
Or did he mean to impofe upon their credulity ? Or
did he not believe what he taught ? each was impoffible.
But his parable of the rich man and Lezarus will
admit of oo fuch glofs, 1o that he intreduces Abraham
as fayiog to the rich man in hell, ¢ betwixt us and you
there is a great gulf fixed ; fo that they which would
pafs from hence o you caanot ; neither can they pafs .
to us,that wou!d come from thence.””} Had Mr White's
admirers the modelty that the poor tormented wretch
had, they would give up the point, upon receiving
fuch an anfwer from heaven, uttered by the father
of the faithful, though they might like him imagine,
that a meflenger from the invifible world would be
more convinciog, than Mo/es and the prophets, with
Jefus the evangelifts and apoftles. But they may plead,
that this was a parable and a fition, True, it was {o;
and a proper vehicle to convey inftruicos, after a
ftriking and forcible manner never to be forgotten, in-
to the minds of the attentive audience. One of thefe
inftruftions, and which could not be miftaken, by them,
unlefs they poflefled Mr, White’s ingennity, was, that
if they were once caft into bell, they could never pafs
from

% Matt. 7. 14. 1 Luke 16, 26,
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from thence to heaven. This was a truth, or it was
pot. If it was not, but asrtfully employed to terrify
from bad pradices, the charaler of our Saviour isim-
peached and. his pame blafphemed : he becomes.a
Machiavelian inftru&or, and does evil that good may
come of it : he deceives his hearers that he may pre-
ferve them from vice. However, let Jefus be true,
and every mao a liar, Whether he fpake plainly or in
parables he taught the truth ; snd therefore the wicked,
whether rich or poor, learned or unlearned, when once .
caft into hell fhall never pafs from thence to heaven,

In his anfwer* to the Sadducean objeétion againit the
refurreion, it is manifeftly implied, that a// men would
not be faved: for while he faith, *they which fhall be
accounted worthy to obtain that world” where they
neither marry oor are given in marriage, neither can
die any more, but are equal unto *he aogels, and are
the children of God ; he alfo teacheth, that all will mot
be accounted wortby.

Upon another occafion our Lord declared, “he that
fhall blafpheme againft the holy Ghoft hath not forgive-
vefs for ever, but is obnoxious to everlaftiog con-
demnation’’t (or damuatioo) according to the original.
“ The blafphemy againft the Aholy Ghoft thall not be
forgiven uoto men ; whofoever fpeaketh againft the
holy Ghoft it hall not be forgiven him—aeither in this
world, nor in that which is to come.”f How could
our Lord have more exprefsly aflured the Jeaws, that
blafphemers againft the holy Ghoft would remain pere
petually unpardoned ? He fays pofitively that *they
thall not be forgiven;” and to give the grearer weight
to his words, hath a recourfe to the proverbial expre/fion
by which it was ufual to figoify, in the firongeft terms
poflible, that things fhould never be— they fhall oot
be forgiven—=neither in this world, nor in that which

F "
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is 40 come.” According to Mark he faid alfo, in the
fame difcourfe, of fuch blafphemer, « he hath not for.
givenefs for ever, but is obnoxious ro everlafling con-
“demnation” (or dampation) We muft then believe,
that the guile of fuch blafphemy will ever remain
unpardoned ; and, if fo, the blafphemer cannot be
sdmitted into heaven, If the repeated pofitive affer-
tions of our Lord, though exprefled in the moft forcible
languoage, are not to be crediied, where are we!

Can it be ferioufly faid in anfwer to this argument,
that * che blafphemer will continue in hell, till by his
fufferings he hath fully fatisfy'd for the unpardonable
Jin; and tt  he will afterward upon a change of cha-
raéter remove to heaven ?” It may be replied, that
then upon this removal he may go about boafting
smong the glorified, that “ he is lefs obliged to Chrift
than they, for that his greateft fia was not pardoned for
the fake of Chrift, and that he himfelf made a complete
compenfation for it without any abatement” But it
may be thought more to the purpofe to obferve, that
if the blafphemer can by fuffering compenfate for
the fin againft cthe holy Gboft, and yet continue to
exift in a capacity of being afterwards for ever happy ;
then the finner doth not, by the greate/? fin he can
poflibly commit, forfeit his exiftence 3 for the uopar-
donable fio is reprefeated as the greateft poflible.
~ But to come to the cafe of Judas, concerning whom,
on accoant of his treafon, wur Lord aflures us, ¢ it
had been good for that man, if he hid not been born.”t
This muft neceflarily imply, that the trsitor will ne-
ver be finally happy : for if ever he was to enter upon
eternal life, it was certainly good for him that he was
born into exiftence ; though his fufferings prior to it,
thould have continued for a period of as maoy millicos
of years as'would be vontained in a line of figures f;pm
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this paper to the fun, or even the moft diftant flar;
for fuch a period of fuffering would not bear fo much
proportion to eternal happinefs, as the unit ooe does
io oumber to fuch a line of figures, or s moment 13
time to fuch a period. ‘Temporary punifhment howe
ever protradted is nought when compared with everlaft-
ing bleffednefs. - The 1inftance of jJudas is theo 10
poist, and decides the controver(y, tbat there canoot
be a “ Reftoration of a// maokind to final happinefs;”
becaufe it would have been well for that man if he
had not beea born. -
Now let us try, whether the other texts; quoted in
the pamphlet, will admit of an interpretation agreeing
with what hath been already advanced : they mutt, ot
there is a2 manifeft oppofition between different parts
of fcripture—the more eafy and natural fuch intes-
pretation, the more fatisfallory it will prove. The
apoftle writing to Timothy could not do otherwife
thao fay “ God our Saviour,” as he was tbeir faviour,
even though no other than Paul and Timothy were
faved; and the extenfion of the pronoun osr to akl
maokiad is @ violence, which though tao. often prac-
tifed by, is notwithftandiog a fcandal to difputants.
When io the 4th ch. 10 v. he ftiles God the Ssviowr
of all men ; it is oot in allufion to Jpiritual, but temperal
deliverance. ‘We read (Judges 3. 9) “ the Lord raifed
up a deliverer to the children of Ifrael ;” and again
(15 v.) “the Lord raifed them up a defiverer ;" in the
Hebrew it is a Saviour,as noted in the margin of fome
bibles: the Septuagint ule the fame word as in Timotby.
Samuel tells the Jews (1 Sam. 10. 19) “ye have this
day rejefted your God, who himfelf faved you out of
sll yoor adverfities and your tribulations.” The Seprua-
gint tranflaie it, * who himfelf is the Saviser of you, out
of all your evils and yoar tribulations,” employing the
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Gresk word the apoltie doth : and this they do lo many
other places, fo that God the Saviour, my Sasviour,
our Scvicur, aud the Saviour of Ifrael are very common,
even when femporal deliverauce is ploiziy tatended.
In the beginaing of the verfe Paul writc:, tor the end
of advaacing godlinefs ( for this thing therefore” in
the orizina)) we both labour add fuffer reproach ; he
thea affigns the realon tor their laboutieg and fuffer-
10g reproach, cotwithitanding the danger: 2nd fatigues
sticading them, and 4dds, “ becanle we rult in ke
itving God, who is che Saviour, preferver, proteélor, cr
deliverer, of all men, efpecially of thofe that believe.”
The title anfwers (o that in Job 7. 20. Preferver of men.
Paul refers 10 God’s providential kindnefs, by whicly
he preferves and defends all men, but more ¢/pecially
the fithful.

We arc told, “cthat all mep, reprobate as well as
¢lecl, have one and the felf fame God. The elef? bave
oot one God, and reprobate ancther ; but ore God w
the God of them borh. 'To adopt the words in Mala-
¢by 2. 10. “Have we not all one father ? Hath not
one God created us 2 yea, the fame good and kind
aod merciful God and father made all. So then we
fee the blefled God ftands io the fame near aod tender
“relation to the whole human race.” A noble difcovery !
But was it defigned to convince,o¢ 10 confound the reader !
Had not the zeal of the publither out ran his judgment,
he aever would have fuffered fo fophiltical a paragraph
to have made its appearance. By way of anfwer [
retort the argument, God is the parent of the uni-
verfe. Men aod angels, Abrabam and Judas, the
minuteft infe® and the moft glorious Cherubim, the
holieft Seraphim and the impureft devil, Beelzebubd and
Gabriel have one and the felf fame God, The good
angel hath not ane God, and the bad angel amother ; but

one
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éne God is the Gud of them both.  To adopt the words
io Meluchy, ** Have we not all one father? hath not
one God created us ?”—all wheiher ftones or trees,
infets. birds, beafts or fithes, faints or finners, angels or
.devils ? yea, the {ame good and kiod aud merciful God
and father made all creatures. So then we fee the
blefled God (tands in the (ame near and tender relation
to the whole creation.” But will it from heace follow,
that he mu(t make all equally happy in proportion to
their refpe&ive capacities ¢ Or that he muft aot puanith
any who are difobedient and rebellious ? -Or, that he
is cruel and unmerciful (hould he prepare everlafting
fire for the devil and his angels; or fhould he confign
to the fame, the wicked and impeniteat among mankiod ?
Will fuch do&@rine agree wicth the words of J/arab ?
(27th 11 v.) “ Lt isa people of no underitanding, there-
fore he that made them,will thew them no favour.”
1f a people may be thus Aeale with, when univerfally
abandooed,though there may be certain good charalters
amoog them—a Noah, a Daniel,a Job~——much more
may the worlt individuals.

What Mr. White obfervesof the one mediator between
God and map, is as little to the purpofe, as his fophif-
tical paragraph about the one God. Chrift Jefus mediates,
not for the Few or theGreek only, the circumcifed or the
uacircumcifed, the free or the bound, but for the whole
human race wichout exception, who embrace and com-
ply with the gofpel.  And the value of his atonement
was fuch, that divine juftice can acquit every one who
repeuts and believes, agreeable to the gofpel-proclama-
tion ; therefore i¢ is-with propriety faid, * who gave
himfelf a ranfom for all :” but it doth by po means
follow, thac therefore in ju/flice all men mu/? be faved,
or that the blood of Chrif? lotes its virtue. The virtae
of Chriff's blood was defigned to fave men in perfeét
’ harmony
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hermony with. the divine holinefs and juftice, which
require repentance and faith,according to the eftablithed
mode of redemption ; while thea it faves each individual
that repents and believes, it is not in any true feufle /o2,
thaugh numbers ’fm'/b through their own impenitence
s0d uabelief: fo that Mr. White afligns a falfe motive
for the apoftle’s adding—to be teflified in due time
—peither do thefe words mean as he pretendeth,
“ that there fhall be a time, wheo, from the actual

falvation of every individual (which though not
printed is evideatly intended) it will be manifeft that
all men are ranfomed and bought by the blood of
Chrift :” the original is literally —tbhe ¢efimony in due
time, or proper feafon——and therefore admits of
different eafy conftructions without our being obliged
to fly to this unferiptural one. | |

The reafoning that hath been now ufed, to fet the
paflage in 1 Tim. 2. 6. in its true light, and to corre&
the mifconftra&tion put upen it in the pamphlet, may
be applied to 1 John 2. <. “ If any man fia we have
sn advocate with the father, Fefus Chrif? the righ-
teous, who is the propitiation for our fins, and not for
ours only, but for the fins of the WaoLe WorLD.”
However Mr. White may exclaim—* A text fo worded
with a nat only,and the Whole World looks as if the Spirit
bad purpofely confulted to obviate and prevent all c/ip-
pings of it:” yetit muft be clipped of his comments ;
or the Spirit will not be confiffent,and teach the fame
do&rines in differeat parts of fcripture, but contrary
ones. The apoftle Jobn wrote this epiftle, as muft be
fuppofed, to belicvers within certain limits. Uoder
a fenfe of the fioful infirmities attending him and thoie
whom he addrefled, he faith, ‘¢ who is the propitiation
for our fins;” but they were not the only belicvers
who were thos privileged; the bleffing was common

to
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to all of that charaler, without spy regard te their
circom ftances, nation or place of abode ; his bepevo-
Jant heart glows with the thought, and in an extafy of
pleafure he adds, *and not for ours only, bu. for the fins
of the Worx WorLbp,” meaning believers whether
Jews or Gentiles, every where over the whole world,
The propriety of the addition will be ftill more appa-
rent, were the perfons addrefled moftly Fews or yery
- much fo; for fuch might be ftill tainted with the
bigucry and pride of their nation, who held the beft of
the oncircomcifed Greeks, and much more Barbarians
and Scythians, as vnfit for.converfation and company ;
snd could not bear the thought of their admiffion to
equal privileges with themfelves in the Mefliah’s
kingdom. | |

The ingenious Mr. White purfuing his fubjed,
refers us to Romans 5, from the 15th to the 1gthv.
But not as the offence, fo alfo is the free gift :  for if
through the offence of one, many be dead ; much more
the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by
ene man Jefus Chrift, hath abounded unto many. And
mot as it was by one that finned, fo is the gift: for the
Judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free giftis
of many offences unto yuflification. For if by one man’s
offence death retgned by ome, much more they which receive
sbundance of grace, and of the gift of righteoufmefs, fball
reign in life by ome, Fefus Chrift. Therefore, as by the
offence of one judgment came upon all men to condem-
nation, sven fo by the righteoufnefs of one, the {ru gift
same upon all men, unto guflification of life. For as by
ene man's difobedience many were made finners, fo by
the obedience of one lhall many be made righteous.

The paflage is not without its intricacies; but upon
examination will be fcund mot to favour Mr. White's
fcheme. The epiftle was dire€ted to believers, seloved
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-of God, called and holy. Paul fets himfelf, in thelatter
- part of the chapter, to ‘*(hew that the calamitics
brought by the fir? Adam on bis feed, are repaired
with glorious advantage .to all who by faith become
interefted in the fecomd Adam;”’ as is. obferved by
Dr. Doddridge; whoin his note upon the 12th v, fays
“ g3 this verfe is an inference from the 11th, it feems
evident that believers only are fpoken of;; for it is
plain from comparing the gth, 1oth, and 11th verfes
with the 1ft, that it is only they, who are juflified by
Jaith, who bave peace with God, and who joy 1n him by
Chrift as having received the reconciliation. And thie
obvious remark clears the following paffage of difficul-
ties, which would be exceeding great, if it were to be
confidered without regard to this conne&ion, and which
have io 'f3&, mifled many commentators ; who for
want of artending to it, have planged themfelves and -
- their readers into great perplexity, and given a fenfe
to the patagraph, of which it is by no means capable.”
He afterwards remarks, that the 12th, 18th and 19th
verfes make one continued fentence, snd that the in-
termediate verfes do undoubtedly come in as a
parenchefis.

In the 14th v. Adam is ftiled the figure, -or model
of him who was to come, viz, the Meffiah or fecond
Adam. Each is defcribed as a publick perfon or fe-
deral head, to his refpedtive feed or pofterity—herein
they agreed ; but not in this (whatever Mr, White
affes1s) ¢ that they each, by turns, reprefented manking.’
Neither do the words mary and a//, wherever they
eccur in this paflage, take in the w/iv/e human race :
when connefted with the Ar# Adam they take in all
bis feed ; and when connelted with the fecond Adam
they take in a/l his, but nooe other, Mr, White cn-
warily for himfelf admits the diftinQion between the
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feed of the firlt and of the fecond Adam, while hé
{peiks ot * the one fin of Adam’s being charged upon
-~ all his fee!, aiid the abundance ot Coriff’s righieoufe
nefs being imputed 1o 4is feea.” The feed of Adam
includes @// mankind defcending from him in the
ordinatry way ; and the feed of Chri? intends the
belicving part ot mavkind, as is evident from this
chapier and other parts of fcripiure.  Herein Adam
aad Chrift agree, that they are publick perfons; and
that they convey important confequences to their par-
ticular polterity ; bur they differ in feveral refpeéls.
Adam conveyed to bis polterity, fin and death; Chrilt
conveyeth to Afs, righteaufuefs and fife. Nor 1is the
offence and the free gift exallly alike. « Through the
¢ffence of one, Adam, the multitude of his pofterity died ;
but the grace of God and the gift by grace which is by
one man, Fefus Chrifl, bath much more abounded to the
multitude ot his polterity, and that in two very impor-
tant articles, i the firlt place, the gift is not merely
as the ruin that came upon us by one that finned in
refpect of the nomber of ofleuces in queftion; for the
Jentence of one oftcace pafied upon us te condemnation ;
but the free gift is eiteCival to our jufdification from
many effences.  Morcover, in the next place. if by me
man’s offence death vergned by ene over all his pofterity;
then they who thankiully and obediently receive the
abundance of grace and of the pift of righteoufucfs, foadl
much more reign in dife by the one reftorer and re-
coverer of his fced, even Jefus Chrift; ihey fhail by
bim be brooght to a much nobler and wore ex-
cellent life than that from which Adam fell and twhich
they loft o hiw.” ‘1 ’he agreement between ddam
and Chr/tin conveying importaut coufe~uences {though
the cenfequences are extremely differe. ) each to his
Pesticular poflterity is fummarily flate © in the 18th
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and 19th verfes, when the apoftle reflumes the fubje&
be had began in the 12¢h v, having finithed his paren-
thefis. “ Therefore as by one sffence the federal influence
~ was £0 all men unto condemnation, Kb alfo by one grand
aél of righteoufnefs the federal influence is to all men
who receive and embrace it unto juflification of life ;
Jor as by the difebedience of one man many were made
finners, o by the obedience of onme, i, e, of Chrit, fall
many be made rigbteous.”’
The above paraphrafe is chiefly ap abridgment of
Dr. Doddridge’s, with a few fmall alterations.
The paflage we have been confidering appears to
be written much after the medern curt fentimenral
manner—io broken, incomplete fentences—to be per-
feted by the coutemplitive mind of the kpowing
and judicious reader. Bur rot to evade the force of it
as quoted in fupport of Univerfal Salvation. 1l is
pleaded—« there is coe ofteace vpon all men to
cordemnation, and the rightecufnefs of ove upon all
men to juflification;” and it way be arged “ there is
an oppofition between tiat condemnation which comes
upos a// men through the offence of one, and that
juftification of life which cowes upen a/l men by the
rightcoufoefs of oue, i. e. of Chrij?; aud therefore all
men rauft be taken in the fame fcofe in both parts of the
verfe, and confequently muft be extended to alf maxn-
kind? 'This ftates the a*gument rather ftronger than
is done by Mr. White. «But it is not reafonable to
fuppofe, that the terms of oppofition have any refpeé
tothe univer/al extent of condemnation and juftification,
for the apoi}le’s defign is not 1o compare the number
of thofe who fhall be juitified, with that cf thofe who
are condemned by the fall of Adam; but to compare
the two heads together, Adamand Chrift ; and to fhew,
that as we are liable to condemnation by the one, fo
we
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we obtain righteoufnefs by the other.” From what
was betore noted it appears, that the terms o/ and
many, when deGgned to exprefs the numbers benet’ted
by Chrifl, as a icderal head, comprehend bis feed only,
and not all mankind; which may be farther argued
from the nature of the privileges with which fuch
are bencfited. They are of the higheft importance,
nothiug lefs than juftification, or a judicial acquiteal from
the guile of many offences, togeiher with eternal life
and *ic is fo plain, that they are appropriated to per-
~ {oos of a particular charater, exprefled (in the 17th v.)
by receiving the abundance of grace and of the gift of
righteoufnefs, that it is furprifiog any f(hoald have
fpoken of them as common to the whole hemap race,
And pothiog is more cvident, than that the original
word for receive ofien fignifies being acive in em-
bracing a benefit propofed, or a perfon offering himfelf
under a character of importance.”’*

Mr. White admits, that sone but thofe, who morw
lay hold on the gift of righteoufnefs, have the immee
diate benefit of it ; but falves the difficulty, by foppofing
that ochers will reap the benefit of it bereafter, and
by pleading that the word a// muft be taken as
univerfally when suftification throngh the righteoufnefs
of Chrifl is fpoken of, as when condemnration through
the offence of Adam. |

This plea hath been already anfwered; but he at-
tempts to ftrengtben it by faying, for al/ died in Adam
and therefore a/l fball be made alive in Chri?, Thefe
words he juoted befcre, and inferred from them the
refurretion of believers and umbelievers : herein he
was not fingular : others have done the fame, bat
without attending fufficiently to the chapter from
whence they are taken; in which the apoftle treats
- not, of the refurre®ion of the ungodly; but only of

ChrilPs
% See Dr. Doddridge’s note,
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ChrilP’s and that of believers, as confequent upon Ais,
When he writes (1 Cor. 15. 16 ——20) “if Chriff be
not raifed. your faith is vain: thzn they which are
fallen afleep in Chrif? are perithed. 1t in this life
ooly we have hope in Chrifl, we are of all men moft
miferable. But now is Chri/? rifen from rthe dead,
and become the fir/} fruits of them thac flep:;” itis
evident that he hath his eye to believers, with refpe&
to whom only Chriflis the firft fruits ; Le is not (he
fr? fruits ot them who come torth from their graves
10 the refarre@ion of damnation. When Pau! faith
therefore, “fince by man came death, by man came
alfo the refurre@ion of the dead ; for as in Adam
all die, even fo in Ch i fhall all be made alive”
(v. 21,22.) we muft uncerltand the refu-re€ion of 1he
dead as referring on’y to the refurrccion of pious be-.
lievers, and the all that are made alive as intending
them: in which we are coofirmed by the foliowing
verfes of the chapier : for * every mao is raifed in his
own order, Clri/l ihe firlt fruits, and afrerward they
that are Chri/F’s, at his comiag :"’ by they that are
CEriff’s is meant they that had fsllen afleep iu Chrif,
or deceafed chriflians. The apoftle doth not proceed
to meotion a word about the relurre&tion of the un-
godly : but when he comes to anfwer objections
again(t the dotrine of the refurre@ion fferts thar che
dead body is raifed in glory—in power—a [piritual
body. in the image of Chriff’s beavenly body, fo that
death is triumphantly fwallowed up in viflory : which
affertions can never be applied to them, who come
forth from their graves to the refurreétion of damration,
ard awake to fhame and everlafting contempt.

The laft quotation prefented us from Mr. #lite, is,
his remarks opon Eph. 1. 9, 10; and Col. 1. 20,
"Che apoftle writes to the Lphefians, ¢ having made
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koown unto vs the myflery of his will, according to
his good pleafure which he hath purpefed in him-
felf,” v.9. The myftery fpoken of is not, that the
wicked part of the creation, whether men or devils,
fhould, with the holy part of it, be reheaded in
Chri/t; but that the benefs of the gofpel were com-
mon to the Gentiles with the Jews, “ The calling
of the Gentiles had been long a {ecret, of which pei-
ther thoy oor the Jews had apy conception, till re-
vealed by the holy Spirit to the Apofles.” That this
is meant by the myflery here, is evident from the begin-
piog of the 34 chaprer to the 1oth v. and it is called
the myft.ry of Chrift (in the g4thv. of the 3d chapter
and in Col. 4. 3.) "Fhis was the myfiery for which
the apoltle was in bonds (Eph. 6. 19. Col. 4. 3.)
We may fay with Dr. Taylor (in his note upon
Rom. 5. 18.)“ the grand point in view is the extenfive-
nefs ot the grace of the gofpel, in oppofition to the
parrow principles of the Jews, who would have con-
fined falvation within the pale of their peculiarity.”
Had not Mr, White’s prejudice diverted him from at-
tending to this important point, he would have found
the key by which to have opened the pext words :
but he firft fixes an unfcriptural fenfe opon the 10th
verfe, and then rtells us tha? is the myflery {poken of in
the gth. Thecalling of the Gentiles to a full partici-
pation of fimilar privileges with the Jews was that
my(lery, which was o ordered, “ that in the difpenfa-
tion of the fulnefs of times, he (i. e. God) might re-
unite under ooe head all things in Chrif?, both which
are in heaven and which are onearth.”  Ir. Doddridge
hath the following note on the laft claufe, containing
the true fenfe of the verfe. “ Both in beaven and earth
is confidered by fome, asa Jewifh phrafe to exprefsthe
whole world ; and Mr. Locke thioks it may be eqniva-
lent
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lent to Jewws and Gentiles. But it feems moft reafon-
sble to underltand it, ¢f bringing Angels as well as
men uader the governmeot of Chrif,  The original
verb muft, in its moft liceral fignification, exprefs uniting
again under one head. Both Angels and men were at
firft in {weet and harmonious fubsetion to the Son of
God, the great Creator of both ; bur man haviag broke
himfelf of frowa the fociety, the Son ¢f Man by his
humiliation aod fufferings recovers all who believe in
him, aad in his humaa natare prefides over the kingdom
to which in the world of glory, 25¢y and his angels
belong. ‘This interpreration prefents us with 2 noble
view,”’ aod preferves the barmony of {cripture doétrines,
while Mr. White’s makes them a jumble of difcord:.

The church at Coloffe confilted chicfly ot Gentile
converts, as did that at Ephefus ; and Pauls epiltle to it
was written as that to the Epbefians, when he was in
bonds. He takes fpecial notice in both of that my/flery
of Chrif}, of which we have been fpeakiog ; and in
Col. 1. 20, exprefleth the fame fentiment we have
copfidered, with a fmall variation in words, * aod
(haviag made peace through the blood of his crofs) by
him to reconcile all things to himfelf, by him, I fay,
whether they be things on earth or things in heaven.”
On which Dr, Doddridge remarks, « Dr. Whitby would
seoder it, by bim to make all things friendly sn bim,
making peace between them by the blood of his crofi; and
1 appreheand, that to be the true fenfe, and the ouly
fenfe in which things in heaven can be faid to be
recoaciled ; when a breach commenced between man
and the blefled God, thc =ogels, as faithtul fubjety,
muft join with him againft the rebellious creature, and
be ready to a& as enemies to him, while he continued
the enemy of God,” but, upon that breach’s being
made ap by the blood of the crofs, aogels are recon-
siled to man. M

f,




( 47 )

Mr. White harpe upon the comprehenfive terms o
things which he or his extrator gives usin capitals. He
tells us, “ And when he, i. . the apoftle, fays, all things,
it is maoifelt noihing §s excepted. Had he not becn
~ bigouted, 'he w.arld have recolleéted, that though the
word ir things, 1ne apoftle intends perfoms or rational
beings ; and bt therefore mamy things may be
excepled, efpecially the everlafing fire prepated for
the devil and his angels, and the worm that dieth
not, which are generally fuppofed to be s bell
and not on earth., There have been, and mey be
ftill, maggotty people, who have fuppofed hel to
be fomewhere #n or under the earch ; but if the
apoftle had forefeco ir, he could not have taken &
more effeual method to have prevented our fuppofing,

that fuch as were confined there would be united again,

with the reit of the creation, under one head in Chrift
Jefus ; for though when he fpeaks of heaven he nfes
a prepofition whofe geoeral meaning is in, when he
fpeaks of carth he changes it to another which means
on, upon, or above. Mr, White might poflibly have
triumphed had the apoltle faid, * which are 712 heaven
sud which are in ecarth ;” and yet, asit isnct granted
by all, that hell is fomewhere in or under the earth,
it might ftill have becn maintained that the apoftie
ought 10 have been more explicit, and after baviog faid
*“ which are 12 heaven and which are #» earch,” thould
haveadded, “ and which are in hell :”” bt for waat of this,
all Mr.White’sconclofion “ there is nothing either in bea-
ven or earth whick. fhall not finally be reconciled to God,
aond be reduced to a proper ftate of fubjetion.” is nothing
more in fupport of Univerfal reforation to favour,
thag if he had told us, in the beginning God ereated
the heaven and the earth. 1t may not be amifs to note,
thae the change of che prepofition from i» to ¢n is in
both
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both Epbefians and Coloffians. 1t is needlefs to dwell
upon the futility of laying {trefs upon the term al),
after what hath been fo fully proved above, thac it
is often very far from including cvery individual,

—* Thus much for the excelleat Jeremiah White,”
at prefent : proceed we to another writer upon the
fame fubje& of Salvation for all men; who, though
not honoured as Mr. White with the epithet excellent,
i8 certainly as extraordinary an interprecer of the facred
oracles.

The apoftle being led 1o fpeak of the refarre®ion
of believers at the coming of Chr:ift (1 Cor. 15. 23)
without damping his prefeat joyful feelings, arifiog
from the contemplation of a glorious refurre&ion, by
ftaying 10 take notice of the awful folemnities of the
laft judgmear, fprings forward io his views to the con-
fummation of the mediatorisl fcheme, and crys out,
“ then, or after that, the end! when he thall deliver
up the kingdom to God even the Father; when he
fhall have puat down all rule, and all authority, and
power : for he muft reign till he hath put all enemies
under his feet. The lalt enemy that thall be deftroyed,
#s death. For he hath put all things under his feet.
But when he faith, all thiogs are put under him, it is
manifeft, that he is excepred, which did put all things
under him. Anud when all things fhall be fubdued
uato him, then fhall the Son alfo himfelf be fubje& unto
him that put all things under him, that God may be all
inall” But theicis “a great deal to be done after
the fecond coming of Chrifft, for the accomplithment of
which, a long period of time may be requifite,” before
this end cometh; as the day of judgment according 1@
{criptare follows upon Chrift’s fecond advent. Betore
this end cometh, univerfal fubjetion to Chrift fhall take
Place; agiceable to the #rong and extenfive terms that

are
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~areufed ; from which our extraordioary mtcrpretcr
infers, that the untverfal Jubs:Ction to Chriff implies
the total and abfolute deltiufion of fin, Satan and
death, the fecond no lefs than the fir/?, and the reduc-
tion of the whole buman race under a free and yet full
fubjection to the government of God, fo as to be the
meet objecls of bis mercy; when he (hall finally take the
~ kingdom into bis own hands. He charges the common
explanation of the paflage with giving us a poor, low
idea ot the final effect of Chrif’s reigo, in comparifon-of
what he contends for, 1t may fo, in the opinion of
one, who appears to be wife above wbat is written, and
to leave the common explanation, that he may forze
bpon us an uncommon one, in erder to ferve a purpofe,
T'o ferve this purpole he unfairly introduces into the
paflage a diltinétion thar hath pothing to do with i,
the difiin8ion between the firft and fecond death ; and
then very artfully endeavours to palm upon his rcader,
the poore/? and lowef? of all ideas, even a falfe one, that
the apoftle fpake of the fecond death as well as of the
firft, whcn he faid, * the laft enemy that thall be
deftroyed is death : whereas it is plain from. the
whole chapter, that he fpeaks of thar firft corporeal death
which is deltroyed by the refurreftion. Thisdeathis
the laft enemy *¢ that continues tohold in fome fort the
fubjets of Cbriff under its dominion ;” and is the -laff
10 bc totally and literally deftroyed ; and its deftre&tion
commenceth upon the foundmg of that trumpet which
aunouoceth the coming of Coriff 1o Judgmcnt Now
if this death is the /aff enemy 1o be torally snd literally
deftroyed, what becomes of our author’s fchewe ¢ For
atter its deftruction felloweth thar awful judgment
which will conilgo thedevil and his angels and the un-
godly tace of mankiod to the pains of tbc fecond
deith; and thus the abfolate deftiuiliva ot fin, Satid
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and the fecond death, as built upon this pafflage, is totally
fet afide, and numbers of the fons of Adam will be
juftly coufined for having been, and continuing to be,
REBELS againft the government of God—whether
everlaflingly confined in hell remains to be enquired into.
- The common explanation may be pronounced poor
snd Jow; but if the frue one, and according to the
divioe mind, it wonld argue more wifdom and piety
to withhold the epithets, It is not what we with or
fancy ; but what the Lord reveals that we are to
receive for truth : and while profefled believers in
feripture, as a revelation from heaven, we fhould be
upon our guard, left our withes and fancies fuould
impofe av uninfpired fenfe upon it. |

All rule, and all authority and power is put down,
- and all enemies are fubdued, and all things put under
the feet of Cbrist, when they are cither brought into a
willing and holy fubjection to him, or are vaoquithed and
puoitbed by him, fo as fully to difplay his foperiority
and fovereigoty over them ; and we are led to con-
ceive of the latter rather than of the former, by the
terms “ till he bath put all enemies under bis feet.”
The expreflion inclines us to apprehend, that the
perfons in this fiate of fubjeQion are /75ll enemies, who
deferve to be trampled uonder foor; inftead of srue
penitents, reduced to a free and full fubjeltion, meet
objelts of God’s mercy, and fit to enier upon the joys of
heaven: and is, therefore, wholly fubverfive- of the
author’s defign in quoting the paffage.

He is certainly an uncommon genius, or he would
never have thoughe of finding in the fir#? promife of a
Saviour, the do&rine of Salvation for all men. He
tells us that the words (in Gen. 3. 15.) 4nd I will put
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy feed
and bey [eeds be fball bruife thy bead, and sbou fbalt
druife bis beel; arc defigued to convey the thooght of

that
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that “complete wittory, which Chbrifl, the feed of the
womao, fhould gaw over the devil, there fpoken of
uader the emblcm of a ferpent : ior the words are
evidently an ailution to the way of defiroying ferpemts,
by ftriking cheir head. To bruife a [erpens’s bead is
a phrafe expretlive of one and the fame thipg with
killing a ferpent.”” Ooe would imagine, that the next
paragraph {hould therefore have been, ** Confequently,
whea it is faid of Chrift, that he fhould brusfe the
Serpent’s head, the idea obvioufly and naturally commu-
nicated by the words, is, that be fball defiroy the devil,”
his very being, fo that he (hould not live any looger ;
but contrary to our author’s own premifes, it is, “not
his being, bot that kingdom of bis, which as a tempter,
he has iotroduced ipto the world, accompanied with
Jorrow and death 2 and thus, according to our author’s
reafoniog, though the ferpent means the devil; and
though to bruife a ferpent’s head, is a phrafe expreflive
of one and the fame thing with killing a ferpent, the
devi! bimfelf i3 not to be defiroved, he is 10 elcape;
snd the {troke inftead of killing him, is only to dellroy
the kingdom he hath fet up in the world. Bur fill,
if our author is right; and *this firft promife of God
fairly I\ “ds as to look for the time when fin that work
 of the devil (hall bg totally and abfolutely deftroyed by

him who was borp of a woman;” theo either the
devil, or his devilifm mauft be deftroyed, and he be con-
verted into a good being, or fin flill remaineth in the
temper of the devil, and itis mof ¢ true io event and falt,
that Sin is totally deftroyed, by a reduétion of all men
under moral fubjefion 10 God,” “and it ought (upoa
his owa principles) to be fairly and honeftly owned
(by bim) that Chrift has vot bruifed the ferpent’s bead, as
itis declared that he (hould.” What means our author
by faying the devil, that is, his kingdom? Is the

devi/ and his Aingdom one and the fame, fo that
the
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the deftru&tion of the latter is the deftru@ion of
the former ? Then indeed, he who deftroys the
building, deftroys the builder.

" Bur oor author feems to think, thut if the humaan race
sre all faved, then the devil’s kingdom will be deftroyed.
He hath herein overlooke certain truths of no fmall
importance in the prefent cafe. Sin did not fir# begin,
when Adam feil in paradife; but in the blifstul
regions, when the angels deviated from their firf
fate of inregrity and holinefs, and for cheir thus fin-
hing were cat down to hell. One cf thefe falien
angels, for fome fpecial realhn, is ftiled the dewil and
diftinguifhed from £is angels; and probably is the fame
allive and leading agent in wickednefs that is meant
by Beelzebub the prince of devils, While the devil
and bis angels remain at enmity with God, reraiving
. their charalter as rebels againft him, fin and luft Rill
~teign.  If then, thekeing of the devil is (0 be (pared ;
and yet, fin, that work ot the devil, moft, according 1o
the firlt promife, be rotally and abf lutely deltroyed, by
him who was born of a woman ; the words in Genefis
are a promife of filvation to the dewil and bis angels, no
Jefs than to Adam and bis pofierity. But thar this
premife of falvation to them, thould come in while
the Deity was pronouncing a curfe aupon the ferpent,
appears to me impoffible ! |
““‘Apother text from the fame writer, and the laft
which the extraltor brings to view, is recorded in
Revelation 5. 13. And every creature wbich is in
beavem, and on the earth, and under the earth, and
Juch as are in the fea, and all that are in them,
beard 1 faying, blefing and bomour, and glory, amd
power, be umto bim that fitteth upom the tbrone,
and unto the lamb for ever and ever. The interpre-
ration givea to this paflage, is farther from the tn;th,.
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“y fome hundreds cf years, than from the prefent
moment to the end of time; and had our extralor
-confidered it duly, he would, for his own credir, have
concealed it from ioftead of brimging it fo view, It
bath no mauner of relation to tranfaltions beyowd the
day of judgment; it is a figurative reprefentation pre-
fented to Fobn in vifion, before the Lamb opened apy
one of the feals, of that boock wherein was written the
futore condition of the church at different periods.
The geoeral opinion is, that Fobn was banithed to the
ifle of Patmes in the reign of Domitian about the
year 96; fome place it earlier, pone later. The
period conneted with the opening of the firft feal-is
thought by Dr. Newton, bithop of Brifial, to- have
termioated with the lite of the emperor Nerva, A. D,
98. He fuppofeth, that the banithment of Jobs hap-
ped under Nero’s perfecution; and that the period
commenced with Pefpsfian and Titus in 90, when
Ferufalem was deftroyed. Mr. Lowman reckons, that
the period ended with the firflt centary, Dr. Ifaae
Chauncy. eldeft fon of a former prefident of Harvard
College, aod paftor of a church in Londen, in 2 manu-
ferint work upon the Revelation, wrote about ninety
years fioce, in my poficflion, interprets the wbite borfe,
which appeared upon the opeaing of the firft feal,as ex-
preflive of that ftate of peace and tranquility which the.
churches enjoyed foon sfter Foba’s haviog the vifion,
which he places in the reign of Domitian. He thioks
that the period from the opening of the firft feal began
about 98, and lafted till the third perfecution under
Trajan. 1 know pot of any who bring the opening of
the firft feal fo low dowo as the year of our Lord 100.
The laft pafluge therefore which the extractor gives
us, ioftead of relating to a tranfaftion to take place
(a0 body can imagipe ewbem, upon the fcheme of the
' | ” | pamphlet)
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pawphlet) after the day of judgment, preceded am
event that exifted near upon feventeen hundred years
ago.
The extraltor having given us from a xumber of
writers, (1o only) fome few (doubtlefs the mof weighty)
of the many texts mentioned by them in faveur of
Salvation for all men, exhidbits a like extrafl from
what they and others have offered in anfwer to the
ebjcltions brought againft the doérioe.

The firft he briogs forward is Dr. Fofepb Nicol
Scott; for after he quitted the miniftry, he was a
Do&or of Phyfick.

The Dr. bath certainly been trepanned into the
fupport of a fcheme, to which he was oppofed, |
thall ftate the cafe to the reader, and leave him to
follow it with his ewn remarks. The Dr. indeed
preached and publithed sgainlt the proper etermity of
hell torments; but in the fame difcouifes trom
whence the quotations are made, he argues that~—
“g great pars of the texts which the fcripture-writers
make ufe of, whereby to exprefs future punifhmeaot, as
to die, to be deftroyed, to reap corruption, 1o burn wup,
to confume, when applied to the perfons of men, are
fo far trom implyiog a perpetual continuance of sheir
life, that, oo the contrary, thefe terms (if literally
“underftood) fuppofe, that a period will be put 1o it,
Aad fhould this deatk,or defiruétion be fo circumftanced,
as oot to admit of aoy after refloration. it may, for
that reafon, be ftyled an evericfing defiruslion ; and
the means by which it is performed, an everiafling or
sternal fire. Aod, if this death or defiruftion, be ad-
miniftred by way of punifbment, for the fame reafon,
that the death or defiruétion are faid to be eternal, fo
allo may the punihment. When it is afirmed, that

the reprobate (hall die, thall reap corruption, fhall be
burns
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burnt up; and when the ideas of life, incorrmptibility,
indiffolubility, are conftantly refi:<ined to the good and
virtuous parc of mankind, as their peculiar prerogative,
will it not follow from heance, that to affirm the wicked
to be comtinued for ever alive, though in a ftate of
miferable fenfation, is net only to affirm that which is
pot afirmed in feripture, but which in reality, com-
sraditis it, and renders the feripture-account of thiongs
inconfifteot with itfelf ? 1 add, that, how true foever
it is, that the common cataftiropbe belongs to all the
wicked, that they fhall be deftroyed, or, to fpeak io the
Jeriptare fiyle, that tbe foul, which fins, it thall die : yet
this deatb or defiruétion, may admit of different degrees of
mifery, io proportion to the different degrees of guils.”

‘* The Bri& aod proper feofe of the feripture threas-
ming conveys the idea of a true and proper death.
Fire is a deflruflive element, and has a tendency to
sonfume (be bodies that are c¢aff into it; both the
mature of it aod cthe feripture. account oblige us to
iafer, that the wicked thall be comfumed and burnst up
in it.”

Ia the clofe of the fecond fermon on the fubje& of
future mifery, the Dr. addrefles the finner thus, *“ Canft
thou, io cool reflection recuncile thyfelf to the thowghs of
being comdemned by thac all-righteons Fudge, sad, by
his smpartial [entence, not ooly excluded from the
future bappinefs, but allo configned over to deflruZion,
a deilruction which (by fuppofition) will pot be reversed,
an everlafling detrullion from the prefemce of tbe
Lord, and from the glory of bis power ? 1s thy paffion
ot fear unmcapatle ot being moved by a defira&Rion
~ fo circumitaoced as this? And where, befides that
circumitance of diffolution, which belongs to all bad
men in common, each is given to underftand, that this
death will be executed upon bim, with that degres of
Juffering, which is proportioned to his ¢rimes.”

| However
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However erronecus the Dolloi*: fentiments refpe&-
ing future mifery and other matters might be deemed
by many who had a perfooal knowledge of him ; yet Ins
integrity, was unimpeached; and he caonot be fuppofed
to have faid as above, if he favoured or held with
the do&rine of Salvatics for all men ; for his reafon-
iog is defigned to prove, that the wicked will be fo
fully deftroyed, as after a certain period 10 have oo
JSurther exiftence.

Notwithftanding the Do&or aflerts, that ¢ the term
fo commonly tranflated eternal, everlafling, for ever and
ever, does not from any force of the word, imply what
we mean by a /ric and proper eternity; the original
words, both in the Hebrew and Greek, fignify nothing
more thanap age, and in the plural ages, cither longer
or fborter, definite or indefinite ;” yet, from the above
quotations, one would be ready to imagine, he had
Jome doubts, whether or no, a [2ric? and proper eternity
»as pot intended, when the punithment dnd deftru&ion
of the wicked and the means of efle®ing itare fpoken
of ; or why doth he fay, “ if the deflruclion admits cot
of any after refloration it may be ftyled an cverlafling
defiruttion and the meaus by which it is performed an
everlafling or eternal fire—and that, if the deftruftion
is adminiltred by way of punifhment, for the fime
reafon, that the death or defiru&tion are faid to be
eternal, fo alfo way the punifpment #* Why doih
the Dr. thus attempt to piove, that thereis a fenfe
in which the term eternal, or everlafling, when applied
10 the deftrultion and punithment of the wicked and
the fire of hell, may inteod a f#7:c? and proper eterpity,
fo be that the original doth not mean it in the places

alluded 12> Doth not this amount almoft 10 a yield-
ing up the poiut io difpute ?

Pat
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But t0 examine the aflertion refps&ting the term,
both 10 the Hebrew and Greek, tranflated eternal, ever-
L+fling, for ever and ever; begioring with the Hebrew
gnolam, frequently printed 10 the Eurcpean publications
olam. Dr. Tayler, who was iniimare with Dr. Scott, and
publithed his concordance many years after the fermons
ot the latter were printed, exprefles the fame fentiment
on the word gnolam, roundly declaring, « It fignifieth
eternity not from the proper force of the word, but
when the fenfe of the place, or the pature of the fub-
j&, to which it is applied requireth it ; as God and
his atcributes,”  If thisis a juft remark, it holds good
in 2 much higher degree with reference to all the
other Hebrew terms* tranflated everlaffing or eternal ;
fo that of confequence there is not at Hebrew word ia
the old teftamenr, that in its {tri® and proper feofe
fiznifies eternity or eternal—which may be deemed 1
molt extraordinary circumftance in a divirne revelation

" I | ‘of

* The other Hebreaw words are tamidh, kedhem, netzahb, and
gnaih. '

Tw.midh occurs one hu'dred and one times; but though
tracilated always, continually, perpetual, ever and evermore,
doth .not even once include the idea of proper eternity.

The true meaning of kedhem is antiguity ; you mecet with it
forty and three times. InDeut. 33. 27. it is rendered efernal,
the eternal God, inftead of the God of antiquity. InPf. g5.
19. of old, he that abideth of 0/d: fo in Micah g. 2. whofe

- goings forth bave been from of old. InHab. 1.12. everlaffing,
art thou not from everlafling # 1In Pro. 8. 23. in the plural
ever, or ever the earth was. 'g

Netzahh out of forty five times is often tranflated for ever :
but does not neceflarily imply proper eternity more thantwice
or thrice, unlefs we inc'ude thofe places, where if that ioter-
pretation is allowed the fcheme of Univerfal Salvation muft
be of courfe demolifhed ; and thofe alfo wherein it is afked
¢ wilt thou forget me for ever 7 wilt thou be angry for ever ?
wilt thou hide thyfelf for ever 7 and the like. It is oot
once joined with 2oy mame of Ged to exprefs his eternity.

Gndi'
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of that magnitude, aad whofe fubje& matter, in places,
is fo peculiar as to require it.  Bur poflibly the candid
reader, after having weighed what is to be offered,
may be ready to pronounce both the Doflors greatly
mitak<n, and to believe, that the fa&t is, that the true
~and proper force of the word gmolam, is, eternity or
perpetuty, but that like the word eternal in Englifh it
is, on occafion, ufed Aguratively 1o exprefs a longer or
Jhorter, a definite or indefinite duration, which is to be
determined by the feofe of the place, and the pature
of the fubje@ to which it is applied.

Gnolam is to be met with for the firft time in G:n. 3.
22, o that and the following verfe, the Lord God
propofes to fend A7am (pow that he hath fallen and
is become mortal) forth from the garden of Eden,
“lelt he put forth his hand, and take of the tree of
life and eat, and live for ever” —hcpe and expe (o live
for ever. Gnolam, canoot here mean an age: tor, as
yet 7o age had run cur: and befiles 4fdam was not w0
Jive it 3 wheress he lived an age ionger (han aoy man

elfe,

("nadh as a noun occurs twenty and eight times. Dr. Taylor
would not admit. that, in I{. 9. 6. (in the original the /ather
of eternity, wranflated the everiufling father ) 1t nicans proper
eternity a parte ante if applied to the Lord Jefus; and thea
“there areonly fix places where it muft be underftood of praper
eternity, Itis joined with gns'am eighteen t'mes, and once
with the plaral gnalmee: thiice it precedes gno/am, but fol-
lows it fifteen times, and gno/mee once. According to Aben
£zra, when following gr.o’am, it ferves only as a prepofition
and refers™to the word gnolam funk by an ellipfis; fo that
Jeanolam vegnadh is a concife mode of fpeech or writing for
Legnolam vegnadh gnolam. 'This remark of Aben Ezra ap-
pears jull, as the abbreviation is moftly in the Hebrew poefly
(whofe metre might require it) the {ung of Mofes afier the
deftru@tion of Pharaoch, and the Plaims. WWhether gnadee -
Num. 24. 20, 24 i3 to be counfidercd as the plural of the
noun or as a prepofition is hard to deteimine.  Balaam, ine
ftead of {ay.ng of Amal:k or Eber, Le fhall perith for eper,
might onlv fay, be fhall perilh until or enward, and theie
Quop, lawvirg imagination to £l up the blank.
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elle, fhovld you deduét from thefe antediluvians who
were born into the world, only fifty years for their
minority, 1t is evideotly contrafted to qeath or mor-
tality, and thretore neceflarily includes immorvality or
perpeiity ; and figoifies exprelsly the fame wich our
wranflaion.  ‘This we may proncunce the criginal
fignification of the Hebrew term. And fuch a fenfe
well agrees with the root from which itis derived,
meaning to be bid, cuncealed or fecret : for molt
efluredly nothing is more Lid, concealed, or fecret, with
regard to finite beings, thao etermity—the eternal God
only excepted. Eternity, properly confidered, is tbat
~ only which is concealed from the underftandings of mea
and aogels, and viewed by the divioe miod alone,
Whether Hebrew was the laoguage of Eden or npot,
Mofes without doubt did exprefs the truth in the moft
proper and fignificant terms.

Io fupport of what has been now advanced, let it be
poted, that gnoflam is ufed as an epithet whereby to
chata&erize the ¢rue God, and 1o diltinguifth bim from
the falfe gods of idolaters, Scme of the names by
which He was fpoken of, as El, Elehim, Ekbee, were
givea alfo to falie deities and idols ; and therefore the
term gnolam is once and again added when the free God
is intended, in order to mark him out by it ; and the
attribute, by that term afcribed to him, is conflidered as
beiog fufficiently defcriptive, and what no other gods
could pretend to, their origin being of late dare : But
if the word grolim, by its awa proper foree, doth not
exprefs that artribute, oo the cootrary gains that fpe-
ctal meaning from its conaexion, how can the appli-
cation of it, to a vame of God common to falie gods,
defcribe the true God 2 The epithetin that cafe does
not defcribe the fubjec?, but the fubje the epithet ;
waich is contrary to the very defign of epithets.  When
indeed the proper meauiag of an epither exprefes more

than
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than can belong to the fubjed, then the nature of the
fubjed obliges us to underitand it fyuratively : but
this is widely differeat from its gaining a meaning in-
Jfinitely beyond what is proper to it, by being joined
to a name of deity not peculiar to the true God, and
aerefore not peceflarily implying any thing infinite or
eternal in it. Let it alfo be obierved, that the pro-
per force of a word may at length vary, The word
mdy obtain through cultom and common confent a
fignification widely different from what it had when
 fielt uled: #nave and willain are inftances, each had
formerly a good meaning, itisnow the reverfe, The
nfe to be made of the obfervation is, that could it be
proved that the sriginal figaification of gnolam was not
Jir1ét and proper eteruity, contrary to the evidence above
- produced ; yet it is plain from the manoer in which it
i3 ufed, io order to maré out the true God, that it
acquired and poffefled this as its true and proper feufe,
when the facred oracles of the old teftament were
wricten, |

- But to advert to the paffages wherein it is ufed for
eternity or to mark out the eternity of God, aud fo to
diftingui/p the true from every falfe god ; afier having
noted, that the Hebrew language through want of
adjechives often makes ufe of a noun; thus gnolam
fignifying etermity, is ufed for eternal or everlafiing in
manaer following, the god of eterpity, for the ever-
lafting or eternal God ; in many places it is tranflated
by ever or evermore.  JEnovam, one of the peculiar
pames of the true God, is fynonymous with the ever-
lafing God ; and hence Abrabamis faid to have called
upoo the name of JeHovAH the everlafting God ;* and
the everlafling God JEHOV AH, the creator of the ends
of the earth is faid not to faiat or be weary.+ We
rcad, “ Thou O JeHovaAH, remaineft for ever;}

Thcu,

* Gen, 21, 33, 1 If 40.28. {1 Lam, 5. 16,
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Thou, Jesovau,art moft High for evermore 1% Thou
art from everlading”’ + and that -JEHovan (hall
endure for ever.} JEnovaH, though not nsmed, is
iateaded by him that liveth for ever in Daniel (12 ch,
2v.) When He himfelf lifteth up his hand to heaven
and fweareth,the form of the oath is 1 live for ever.”||
In order to exprefs particularly his exiftence from
cternity to eterpity it is faid, even from everlafing to
everlafling thou art God. § loftead of fo7 ever and ever,
as 1o our traoflation (1 Chro. 16. 36—29. 10.) it
fhould be, sccording to the original, and as tranflated
cifewhere (Pf. 41. 13<106. 48.) “ blefled be the
Lord Ged of Ifrael from cverlafling to everlafing.”’

We muft underftand the term gnolam in various
other places as meauing efernity ; thus when we read,
that Jehovah ficteth king for ever ; that his counfel
{tandeth for ever; that his glory thall endure for ever ;
that his mercy endureth for ever or is everlafling ;
that his truth endureth for ever ; that his pame ea-
dureth for ever, and is from everlafling ; that he keep-
eth truth for ever, reigoeth for ever and is an everlaf?-
ing king. According to Aben Ezra, as obferved in &
preceding note, it is meant to be repeated, in erder
to heighten the expreflion, and is moft juftly rendered
for ever and ever.

1o the Chaldee diale&t it retains the fame wmezniog,
Daniel cries out, * blefled be the name of God from
everlafting to everlaftling.’§ Nebuchadnezzar in his im-
perial proclamation to all people, nations and languages,
declares God’s kingdom to be an ever/ufieng kingdom,
that his dominion is an everla/fing dominion, and thasg
He liveth for ever. When Daniel’s vifion was explain-
ed to him, it was faid of the moft High, that his
kiogdom is ao ever/sfting kingdom }}

Applied
¢ Pf 918 t+—g93. 2. 1-—9. 7.—102. 12. [ Dent. 32. 40.
§ Pl. go. 2. 9§ Dan: 2. 20, 4—4. 3, 34 }L=—7. 27,
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Applied figuratively to thole fubj2&s that neceflurily
exclude eternity, it frequently anf{wers 1o the Lnglii
terms ever and alway when vfed in 2 relaxed fenfe.
Thaus the Hebrew {ervaot who had bis ear bored was 10
ferve his mafter for ever ;* and the Jews were w0 ob-
fcne certain ordinances and ftatutes for ever ; ;1 as long

poffible, whilft the fervaats ability and the Mofsic
dlfpcnfauon continued. But that gnolum when thus
ufed doth not properly mean the age of man or a cen-
tury (which are expredle by ocher words) is evident
trom the phrafes, througbout your generations by an
ordinance for ever, and it fball be a flatute for ever
throughout your generations. }

We read, “notwithitanding the cities of the Levites
may the Levites redeem af any time,”’|| in the origipal
gnolam, and the text is literally * the redemption-right
thall be ever or perpetually ta the Levites,” (0 be ex-
erciled at pleafare.  When the Pfalmift faith, « I
have inclined my heart to perform thy ftatutes alway,”y
ke mcans as long as poflible.  Bur whea 705 faith, « 1
would not live alway,”** the word might be rendered
eternally : and what man of a fimilar charalter with
Job would not loath immortality in the piefeot body
and world? The word might alfo have been rendered
eternally in that paflage, “a2od Jehovah faid, my
fpiric fhall oot alway ftrive with man.”’{t

Gnolam
® Ex.21. 6, 4——12. 14.=27. 21, and many other places.

1 Ex. 12.14. Lev. 10 9. || Lev. 25. 32. § Pf. 119. 112.

®% Job 7. 16. t+ Gen. 6. 3 The original Yehowah has been
given io feveral quotati-ins, inftead of the Engli/h Lord, which
laft term relates to dominion, whereas Fehovah cxpreﬂ'cs
abf:lute exiffence. Here I cannot omit meationing my earneft
with, that whenever another Zmerican edition of the bible is
prioted, it might be recommended by Congrefs, that 7ehsvab
fhould be retained in the Englifs wanflation wherever found
ia the Original,
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Gnolam may or mult have the force of efernity in
more than one hundred and twenty, out of four
hoodred and (wenty eight times that it occurs in
the fingular number. It is defligned more than fifty
times to exprefs the continuance, of the covenant
with Neah relative to the world’s not being again
drowned——of the covenant with Abraham aud his
{eed——of the covepant with the Jewith nation
——and of thofe ftatutes ordinances and fo on,
which were to be obferved by that people while the
Mofaic difpenfation lafted. 1o other places it intends
a longer or fhoiter duration, and hath a fenfe given
it in the traoflation fuited to the connexion. 1t occurs
in the plural number only nine times in the Chaldee
and (welve in the Hebrew :* but it is plain that the
fenfe is moftly funk by means of it, to undefined
periods of daration inftead of exprefling eternity ; in
like manper as gods mean lefs than Cod, for though
there be gods many and lords many, 10 us there is but
one God, ,a”d one Lard. Notwithftandiog

¥ [t is plural in the Chaldee when it is faid, “ O king live for
ever” (Dan. 2. 4—3. 9—35. 10=6. 6, 21,) —that, the God
of heaven fhall fet up a kingdom, which fhall not be ever de-
firoyed, but fhall ftand for ever (Dan. 2. 44 twice)—that the
‘God of Daniel is the living God and ftedfatt for cver (6. 26.)
that the faints fhell poffefs the kingdom for ever, even for
ever and cver (7. 18.) |

It is plural in the Hebrew when it is {aid, 1 have furely built
thee a fertled place to abide in for ever” (1 Kings 8. 13.
2 Chro. 6. 2.) ¢ 1 will abide in thy tabernacle for ever"
(Pl 61. 4.) T have confidered the years of ancient times.
Will the Lord caft off forever?”” (Pf. 77. 5, 7.) ¢ Thyking-
dom is an cver/afling kingdom” (Pf. 145. 13. where the plu-
ral has the Febrew for all before it) ¢ It hath been already
of old time” (Eccl. 1. 10.) ¢ In the Lord Jehovah is ever-
lafling ftiength” (If. 26. 4.) « Ifrael fhall be faved with an
everlafling {alvation, ye thall not be confounded avor/d awithout
end’’ (1f 45.17. twice) ¢ Awake O fword of the Lord asin
the generations o/ o/d” (If. 5:. g.) ¢ Seventy weeks are deter-
miscd to bring ia ever/affing righteoufnefs” (Dao. ¢. 24.)
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Notwithftanding the pumber of places, in whick
gnolam muft, from the pature of the {ub)-&s to which
it is joined, fignify limited periods of duration, is greater
than where it means efermity ; yet it is apprehended,
that, if the impartial enquirer after trath artends duly
to what hath beco above advanced, he will be con-
vinced, that the original and continued literal import of
the term is firic? and proper eternity, and that wheres
ever it doth not exprefs this, it is uled figuratively.

Let us now fee by what words gnolum is tranflated
in the Greek. The Greet tranflation of the bible is
fappofed to have been made at Alexandria about two
huondred and eighty four years before the birth of
Chrift, by feventy two of the moft learned Jews, who
were the beft fkilled in the Hebrew and Greek lan-
guages : for brevity they are ufually called the Seventy,
and the trapflatios from them the fepruagint. The
Hebrew term is always (half 2 fcore times only ex-
cepted) rendered, by the Greek noun aion, or the
adjeCtive atontos formed out of it—by the noon full
as many again as by the adjettive, The plural of the
noun does not occur fo often in the fcpiuagint, as
the plaral of gnelam in the Hebrew. lo fourteen
places the adjelive is plural being joined 1o nouns
that are plural, as generations, doors, paths, waftes,
hills, ways and places. The Seventy, as they muft
have attended to ferfz and not 1o found, were of courfe
led to ufc the moft expreflive word or words in the
Greek. as oft as fIrict and proper erernity was meant in
the original ; and yet, though there is no denying that
the Hebrew in numerous places intends /ié? and proper
eternity, not mcre thad a fingle inftance cfers where-
in they ufe any other term than aion or aionios : that
inftance is in Deut 33. 27. where meantion is made of
the everlafling arms cf the eternal Ged, which :!hey

reides




( 65 )

rénder by a word that figmfies a/ways flowing and lo
perpetual.  The patural interence is that the Seventy
were of opinion that aicn and aionios tully exprefled
JUrict and proper eternity, acd chat veither any other
fingle word nor any periphra(is was wanting in the cafe.
1t is not ftrange, that they were of this opinion, when
it is recolleCted that driflotle tells us that aicn is derived
from two words that mesn always exiting. The
etymology is peifeftly eafy, and does oot labour as
often happens in matters of that kind, aad is fome-
what countenanced by the ufe thac Homer made, five
huodred and fixty years before, of the fame words,
only alcering the laft into the plural number, when
fpcsking of his immortal gods.

driftatle flourithed ooly fixty years before the
Septuagine  trauflstion was made, and died within
thirty eight of it ; fo that the Seveaty might be fully
informed of his fentimeat. His own abilities, and
having been tutor to .flexander the'great, gave himan
extenfive charadter; and men of letters were obliged, for
their owa credit, to feck after and confult his writings.

Alexander's conquells fpread the Greet language,
and it became common. Of courfe, vaft numbers,
efpecially of the difperfed Fews being becter acquaint-
ed with the Greed than the Hebrew, the Sepruagint
came into general ufe, boih-privately aod in their
fynagogues; and fo continued, uotil and long after
the days of our Saviour and his apoitles, when it was
evidently in high eiteern.  Our Lord’s words in Mate,
15. 9. *“io vain do they ,worfhip me teaching for
doétriges the commandments of men,” are the fame with
the fepruagiotin Il 29.13.and might be (tho’ it becomes
me oot to fay were) quoted by Matthew “rom thas
trauilation. The Eunuch we muft fuppofe ufed the
feptuagiat, for the words of the prbphcr Ifa:ah (53. 7
8.) which we are told (A&s 8. 32, 33) heread, are

literally
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iterally the fame with it. The evangelifts and apc(ties
are thought to have followed it oftea. Pefer in his
addrefs to the men of I/7ael quotes the Patriarch David
fpeaking concerning theMefliah (A&ls 2. 25,26, 27, 28)
which is given us in the words of the Greek tranflation,
fomething different from the Hebrew, though the fenfe
is much the fame. From the regard thus thewn ro
the Septoagint, it may be fairly concluded, that aion
and aionios continued to retain the fenfe in which they
were fiefk ufed by the Seventy as expreflive of fric
and proper eternity ; and in confirmation of their flill
anfwering to the: Hebrew gnolam let it be noted, that
the Syriac verfion of the New Teftament, which was
made in the moft early times, uniformly renders them
by the fame term gnolam. |
Now let us fearch the New Teftament for the
fenfe of aiom and aiontos, * The reader may, if he
pleafe, look into the Greek concordance, and he will
there find,”’ that aion is to be met with thirty and
three times in the Evangelifts, and asonios thirty,
And are we to underfland an eternity as implied or
iotended, when our Lord faid (to the fig-tree) let no
man eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever —he that fhall
blafpheme sgainft the holy Ghoft hath not forgivenefs
for ever——whofoever drinketh of the water 1 fhall
give him, thall oot thirft for ever—it a0y man eat of
the bread which came down from heaven, he fhall
live for ever ; he that eateth of this bread (hall live
for ever—if a wan keep my faying he fhall not fee
death for ever—they fhall not perith for ever, neither
fhall asy pluck them out of my hand—whofoever
belicveth in me fhall oot die for ever”——then the
noun aron was rarcly ufed by our Saviour in sny other
fenfe than as meaning clernity, unlels when confioed
te a different one by an adooun or the fubjedt he is
treatiog
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treating upon. 1 have not added his words, * the fervant
abideth not in the houfe for ever, but the fon abideth
ever : and he (hall give you another comforter, that he
mey abide with you for ever : and lo I am with you alway
vato the end of ¢he world i as it might be difputed,
whether more than a certain meafure of time was in-
tended in any of thefe places, The meaning of the
word is limited when he faith, ¢ it (hall ot be forgiven
i this world—the cares of this world—the harveft is
the end of the world—{o fhall it be in the end of this
world—the children of this world.” There is no
miftakiog him when he Qith, “in the world to come,
eternal or everlafting life; and that world,” in oppo-
fitions to this world. In clofing that pattern of prayer
be gave to his difciples, commonly called the Lord’s
prayer, he ufes the word in the plural pumber, ¢ thipe
i8 the kiogdom, and the power, and the glory for ever ;”
fo did Gabriel, when it was told the Virgin “ he, i e,
Jefus, thould reign over the houfe of Jacob for ever.
Maryuled icin the fiogular, faying, ¢ he hath holpen his
{ervaot /frael in remembraoce of his mercy for ever :»
and fo did Zacharias wheo he mentions the holy pro-
phets which had been fince the world began ; and Peter
wheu he rafhly told cur Saviour,  thou fhalt not wath
my feet for ewer ;”” and the man cured of his blindnefs
whea he confounded the Jewifh Sanhedrim by declaring,
“ fince sbe world begam it was not heard that any man
opened the eyes of one that was born blind.”” It
matters not whether the Jews intended proper eternity,
when they took notiice of their having heard out of
the law that Chrift abideth for ever. But when they
faid, “ now we koow that thou haft a dévil ; Abrabam
is dead and the prophets; and thou fayeft, if a man
keep my faying he fhall not talte of death for sver ;”
it is plain that they referred 10 snd underffood our

Lord
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Lord as intending a continued perpetoa! exiltence, or -
mmrtahty; and it mu(t be conceded, that the nuun
aion, as commonly ufed by our Saviour without an ad-
noun or fpecial fubje@ to confine its mearing, doth
contain in general the idea of perpetuity, or frif? and
proper eternity,

Let us in like manner try the meaning of aionios.
When the young ruler inquired "good mafler, what
fhall 1 do that 1 may inheric eternal life? —~Wheo the
Jawyer meant to try our Lord’s fkiil in divinity by the
fame queftion—When our Lord told Nicodemus that
whofoever belicveth in the fon (hould have everlaiing
life; and Fobn the tapufl declared the fame to his
dlfmplcs-—-thu the woman ot Samaria was informed

uat the water which Chrift had o give, would be a
wcll of water fpringing up into everlafing life—Whea
the Jews were direfted to labour tor the meat which
endureth uoro everlafling life; and were told, who'o
eareth my fl2(h and drinketh my blood hath efernal
lift—When Peter (sid 10 our Lord, thou haft the words
of eternal lite— When Chrift tells us, that he gives
unto his theep eternal life ; and fpeaking of the Father’s
commandment to publiil the gofpel, fays, and 1 know
that his commandment is [ife everlafling——When he
{ays, * thou haft piven him power over ail flefh, that he
fhould give eternal life 1o as many as thou halt given
him; and this is life eternal (in the principle and will
terminate io ir) that they might know rhee the ooly
true God and J=fus Chrifl whom thou haft fent”—can
any other be intended by eternal life than a glorious
smmortality?  'The adjQtive afonios is joined to life
rweoty five rimes, by Chrit himfelt nineteen, our of
the thirty, and in all thefe places means eternil as
inclading Arief and proper eternity, not to iniilt npon
everlafting habitations (in Luke 16.9.) Anayet, if Iuc.

will
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will give up cor judgments to the difpofal of certain
interpreters, in the four others, when joined by our
Lord o fire, punilment and damnation. we are to be-
lieve it means vothing more than a temporary duration,
the real length of which fcarce one of them will under-
rake 1o tell us.  Such interpretations in diret violation
of the geueral meaning of fcriptural words are calculated
to promote dei{m, rather than chriftianity. When
revelation is fo treated by its friends, nowonder that it
is {purved by its enemies,

~ The phrafe of eternal or everiafting life is to be
found io the A&ts and Epiitles nineteen vmes, in fixteen
of which it alfo means a glorious immortalily; another
indeed might be added, for when Fobn writes *“ ye know
that no murderer hath eternal life abidiog in him,” he
“thereby defigns that lively faith and holy obedience
with which a glirious immortality is connefled as the
end thereof. [he fame apclile in \wo other places
istends by it Jefus Chrift.

The adjeftive adonios is ufcd twenty and two times
~more in the Aéts and Epiftles; four times in the
plural, and eightees in the fingular number. In the
plural by Paul wheo he writes of the myltery, which
was kept fecret fince the world began; of the grace
which was given in Chrift Jefus before the world
began ; and ot that eterpal life which God promifed
betore the world began. As our caufe is not flraiten-
ed for evidence, let it be admirted, that the idea of
eternity does noi enter into any of thefe paflages.
But when he faith, * the things which are pot feen
are eternal,”’ the ccnnexion and the apoftolic charaler
oblige us to maintain, that [rict and proper eternity
is intended : for thefe things which are not feen are
oppofed to thofe that are temporal—temporary would
have been a beiter word, as expreflive of their infig-

nificant
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nificsnt duration. 1t was alfo beneath the dignity of
the great apoltle of the Gentiles, to look, in the fenfe
he meant, at things which had a duration fhort of
eternity. As in this paflage, he refers 1o a proper
eternity, we mult conclude he does the fame in that
which immediately precedes, when he fpeaks of an
eternal weighe of glory, and iv that which follows,
wherein we read of an houfe not made with hands
eternal in the heavens. 1tis moft reafonable to believe
the like, when he writes of God’s having given ever-
lafting confolation—when he afcribes to the Kiog of
kings and Lord of lords honour and power everlaffing
—when he mentions, the falvaiion which is in Chrift
Jefus with eternal glory; Chrilt’s becoming the
author of eterna/ falvation vato-all them that obey him ;
the doltrine of eternal judgmeont ; Chrift’s haviog
~obtained eternal redemption, and his having offered
up himfelf through the e¢ternal Spirit ; the promife
of the eternal inheritance, which they that are called
receive; and the blood of the everlafing covenant,
Thus alfo when he fpeaks of the cemmandment of
the cverlafling God : by which epithet he means
rather to mark out the true God by the attribute
alluded to; than to exprefs that the true God pof-
fefled that auribute. But it is a falfe affertion, that
“ did we not koow, before hand, that eternity was an
efleatial attribute of God, it could never be argued
from the application of this word to him.” lndeed
did we know, before hand, that it was not an effential
attribute of God, it conld never be argued that it
was, from the application of this word to him: bot
the application of words may and do convince of thofe
truths refpetiog God, which we neither did nor could
koow before hand, as every one muft allow who
believes chriftianity : for till words coavinced km we
knew
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koew not, before hand, the love of God in providing
a Saviour, nor the exceeding riches of his grace in
pardoning the greateft of finners, Bat to return from
this digreffion ; and admic that the apoftle is not to
be uader{tood as meaning proper eternity, when he
writes to Philemon « perhaps Onefimus departed for
a feafon, that thon thouldft receive him for ever:”
however, methinks it is offering ao amsziog violence
to his writings, and takiog so unwarrantable liberty
with them, to fay, that, becaufe, in this laft meationed
place and three others, he might oot mesn proper
eternity, therefore he could not mesn it, when he
makes mention of everlafling deltrulion, though in
thirteen other places he ufes the term to mark out a
ric? aod proper eternity. Peter fpeaks of etersal
glory, and of the ever/afting kingdom of our Lord
and may be allowed to intead a proper cteroity : but
Jude is not to meet with the like indulgence when be
talks of Sodom aod Gomorrha and the cities about
them, fuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, though
it fhould be'obferved, that by cities we are not to un-
derftand the buildings but the citizens, as is evident
from our Lord’s declaring, that it fhould be more
tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrba, in the day of judg-
ment, than for that city which would not hear the
spoftles. As the everlafting gofpel in the Revelation -
may poflibly be fo ftiled in a figurative fenfe, we fhall
oot employ it in our argument. It may fuffice, that
the adjeive aionios is to be underftood fifteen times
out of the twenty two, as referriog to f7ri and
p-oper eteruity.

It appears from the preceding paragraphs, that
the a?jeétive aionfos is joined to /ife, one and forty
times io the New Teftament, and as often includes
Ari@ and proper eterpity, being ufed with that noun

‘ to
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toexprefs & glorious immortality.  Whata paltry que-
tation is thac then! “the bare force of the word will
pot fupport us, in mainta.0ivg an endle/s duration
with refpeét, either to the bappine/s ot the rightcous,
or the punithmene of the wicked. We know the
righteous fhall be bappy for ¢ver.  And why ! becavfe
they are faid, in other texts of feriprure 1o be dncor.
ruptible, inaiffolable, immortal, not 1o die any more, and
the like.” Yes; and we f{hould know it trom the
pumerous declarations made of their being to enjoy
eternal life, and the like, were the other texts of feripture
wanting : for the enjoyment of eternal life, eternsl
falvation, and an eternal weight of glory, as neceflarily
iuplies. immortality, as life does being.  The original
figaifying indijloluble, and tranflated endlefs, is to be
found owly in Heb. 7. 16. and has po direct reference
whatever to the righteous; but relates to Chrift alone,
who is faid to bemade a priet ot after the law of a
carnal commandment,; but afier or according to the
power of ao endiefs life. 1t is a vain pretence of fome,
that the endlefs life intends that of believers, which
Chrift by virtue of his prieltly office confers upen
them : * for as Dr. Owen well obferves, the comparifon
snd oppofition that.is made between the law of a carnal
sommandment, whereby Aaron was conftituted a prieft,
ond the power of an endlefs life, whereby Chrift was
made fo, do evidence that the waking of Chrift fych a
prieft as he is, was the e¢ffei? of this endlefs lie . but
how can Chrift be mace a4 pricf accordivg to the
power of that endlefs life which by wirtue of bis priefily
office he confers on others ?” Buch pretenre makes the
effec? produdlive of the caufe, and then the cau/e pro-
dultive of the ¢ffe?; and torms as complere a circle
as ever was travelled by a Popith difputant,  Qur
Saviour faith, *(bis is the bread which comelh [down
- oy,
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from heaven, that anas ray eat thereof and #of die
(Joba 6. 50.) and below (v. §8) he that eateth of this
bread thall livé for ever, where aion is ufed. Cau the
words, asd no! die mecan more, or are they more
expreflive, thaa the words fBall live for ever? la
anfwering the obje&ion of the Sadducees regardin
the refurretion, he tells them, that they which ﬂuﬁ
be accounted worthy to obtain that worid and the
refurretion from the dead (he means a blefled refur-
veftion becaufe it is coonefted with worthioefs)
peither marry nor are given in marriage, neitbes can
they die any more (Luke 20, 36.) but their immortality
is no more fecured by that mode of expreflion, than
if it had been, they [Ball hive for ever : it indeed leads
to this thought, :hnt, ss they can die no more, there @
no occafion for marriage to fupply the lofles that
death would occafion, We read aifo (Rev. 2t. 4.)
there thall be #0 more desth. My concordances do
not furnith me with more places wherem the ngha-
teous are laid not to die any more. |

The apofile Paul, treating of the refurrcéhon of the
nghtcous, writes conccmmg the body, “ic is fown in
corruption it is raifed in incorruption. Now this 1 fay,
brethren, that fleth and blood cannot inherit the kiog-
dom of God: neither doth corruption inherit imtor-
ruption. The dead fhall be raifed sncorruptible ; and
we fhall be chaaged: for this corruptible muft put on
incorruption, aud this mortal muft put on immortality ;
fo, when this corruptible thall have put on incorruption,
and this mortal (hall have put oo immorsality, then
{hall be brought to pafs that faying, Death is {wallowed
up in victory.” (1 Cor. 15. 42, 59, 52, 53, 54.) thefle
aflfertions relate to the body, and exprefs the change
it fhall undergo, in order ta that gloricus immortality
'mtcnded by etirnal Ii fe, and which paflcs upon the

sighteous
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righteous, ere they, in their complete perfons, enter
the heaveniy regions. The Greck tianflated immor-
sality is applied to the righteous only twice. What
is rendered here incorrsupiion is tranflared immoriality
in 2 Tim. 1, to aud Rom, 2. 7. This laft place
is a full proof that iscorruptivn means lejs thau eierned
life; for ip it the apoftle tells us, that, to them, who
by patient continuance in well doing feek for glory aud
honour and incorsuption God will 1ender eternal life.
~ Aund thus ths reader may obferve, that the righieous
are 0ot once faid to be indiffoluble ; that make the molt
of it, they are faid, only tbrice. not to die any more ;
but taice to be immortal, and five tinies (o be sncor-
rupiible ; bowever that imcorruption is by the apoille
Paul affirmed (o be snferior to eternal life.  They who,
atter weighing what hath been gow mzn0tivaed, and
the number of times the adjedtive adonios — eternal, is
joioed to life in the .New Teltament, will pretend,
that we could not know, that the righteous would be
bappy for ever, but becaufe they are faid in other fcrip-
tuces to be incorruptible (indiffolub.e) immortal, not te
di¢ any more, and the like, are 1o cothuliattically food
of their owa dogma, 3s to be out of the reach of
reafon with regard 1o the point ia hand,

J¢ remaios that we examipe the ditfferent meanings
of the.aoun aion in the Aés, Epiltles and Revelaiion.
But let it be tirit noted, that aion hath feveral (iguifi-
catiops, like a pumber of Englifhb words, with which
if a perfon is not well acquainted, he will blunder
molt egregioully in tranilatiog them ioto another
language: jult as @ novice who thould tranilate the
originai in L.uke 16, 8. “the children of this etermity,”
hecaufe that aisn ia other places iotends efernity ;
‘The ichool-boy who, haviog been converfant with
the Greek for a while, would obllinately retule o

tranface
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tranflate it wer/d though cocfined to fuch like fignifi.
cation by the adnoun this; or maintain that the fenfe
muft be the fame, the found being the fame, -in ali
places, might probably be adjudged to wholefome
difciplioe. lpnorancc in, or inattention to, the dif-
terent roeapings of the fame word in the H:zbrew,
has given rife 10 2 molt ridiculeus circumftaoce in the
p:€tures of Mofzs, who is generally drawn with horns,
We are told (Ex 34.29.) that when he defcended
from mount Srnai Yne fkin of his face fhone, the origi-
nal means alfo a horn. o the vulgate edition of the
old teftament, in ule among the Romau Catholics
and authorized by their Popes, it is tranflated, his face
was horned, and hence that ridiculous circumitaoce,

Aion, with other Greek words to confine its mean-
ing, in nine places anfwers to this wrrld; io threeto
the prefent world; in one to the prefent evil world ;
in one to the world to come; in ooe (o fince the world
began ; and iu one (0 accordmg ts (the age or manoers
ot the agre, or as in our tracilition) the courfe of this
world : 19 the laft quotacion aron is rendered the courfe,
and another word is ufed for the 1wor/d.

We caonor (uppafe, that the apoltle Fames, in thae
grand confulration which was held at Jerufalem by the
apoftles, elders and whole chriftian church within that
city, refpe&ting the liberties of the Gentile converts,
meant aoy thing fhort of “known from efermity unto
God are all his works” it is pity theretaore that the
original aisn had oot been fo tranflared, inftead of
“known unto God are all his works fromn the. begin-

ning of the world.”*

Paul wrote to the Corinthians, * if meat make my
brother to offend, 1 will eat no tlefh for ever,” thisis
more in the ftyle of the apoftle and fuits the Enrgli/
idiom as well as whi'e the world fandeth.+ thn he

faith
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faith of the liberal man, “ his righteouloefs remaincih
for ever.’} be miy mean that the power and inclinaticn
of that his righteonfuels which confilterh in difpe:f-
ing abroad aud giving to the puor, remaiocth for ever,
in the preceding fenfe, while life luficth. 1n his
epiltle to the Hebews. he peaks of Chrilt’s being a
prieft for ever, and coofecrated for evermore. five
times ; which in the opinion of oumbers means only
a certain uochangeible duraring unto the end of the
time and works of the gofpel ; but they who fmppcfe,
thac the priefthood ot Chrifl, after kaving juc the
faints ioto pofleflion of glosy, will have a ccninued
influenc: in the glorified flate, will plead that a /rifd
and preper cterpity is intended : without doub: the
apoftie defigned that when he applicd 1o Chrift a
quotation (from Pf. 45. 6, 7.) in the words of ihe fep-
tuagiot fayiag, “thy throne, O Gud. is for ever and
ev:.r,”’ 8tc. and whep he faid hat Chiift continueth ever,

Peter alfo meant a /Iri? and proper. eternity when
he declared “the word of God abideth for c'ver,"
snd again “the word of the Lord endurteth for ever,’
which is no other than a quotation of Ifaiah’s aflericn,
% bot the word of our God thall ftand for ever.” He
certainly meant i*, when he clofed his fecond epiftle with
* 10 him, i.¢. our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chritt, be glory.
both now and for the day (or term) of eternity.”
aoufual expreilion in the original, and which is lranf-
Jated ¢ both now aund for ever.”” Surely it is resfonable
then to undesftand him as meaning fri& and proper
eternity, when he writes of the ungodly “to whom
the milt of darkoefs is referved for ever.” The very
faroe ezpreflion, in the original, that Fude makes vic of
ccacerning them, though rendered (omewhat different,
“ to whom is referved the blacknefs of darkaefs forever.”

When Joho wiites. of the truth “and which thall
be with us for ever ;”’ it is not fo clear that he intends

4
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a preper erernity, as when he afferts, @ he that doth
the will of God abideth for cver.” |

Thele are all the places in the Adts, Epiftles and Re-
velation, in which aion occars in the fingular number,
excepting [ph, 3. 21, whereit precedes the plural and
helps to torm oue of the (trongelt expreflions, which
the devout zeal of the apoftle Pau/ could devife for
glorifying God—* unto him be glory in the church
by Chritt Jefus, throughout all ages world without end,”
as in the Englifh, Blackwall in his facred claflics,*
fays of this couclufion, “ it defies any verfion to come
any thing near it, aod commands our wonder.”” Dr,
Doddridge pronounces ir, “one of St, Paul’s felf-
nveoted and molt expreflive phrafes;” and adds,
“througb all the fucceffions of an endlefs eternity, may
come fomeching uvear it ; but even this emphatical as
it may feem, falls vaftly fhort of the fublimity aad
fpitit of the Original.” o

The apoftle ufes the plaral of aiem five times in
pronouncing the Creator, God, blefled for ever, and
tor evermore ; and in afcribing glory to him for ever:
and once in declaring, Jefus Chrift the fame yefterday,
to day,and for ever. Toward the latier end of his
epiftle 10 the Hebrews he writes, “ through faith we
underftand that the worlds were framed by the word
of God :” and in the begiuning, that by his Son He
made the worlds, which fome would render, He confti-
tated the ages, meaning the difpenfations of the church
and world, When he fays to the Corinthians, * upon
whom the ends of the world (ages) are come,” he
means upon whom the concluding age or laft difpene
fation of God to mankind on earth is come. In agree-
ment herewith Dr. Doddridge hath, “ but now once
for all atthe conclution of the ages,” inflead of “ bus
now oace in the end of the werld, hath he appeared
to put away fin by the (acrifice of himfelt,”+ There

are
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are interpreters of note, who would render © according
tc the eterna! purpofe which he purpofed in Chnitt
Jefus oar Lord,”* according to that predifpofition of
the ages, or feveral difpenfations which he made in
Chrit Jefus: while others preter the common tran(-
lation as agreeing moft with the meaning of the origi-
na. Wheo he mentions of the Lphefians ihat they
were qaickened together with Chrilt and fo on, that
God “ might in the goes to come fhew the exceeding
riches of his grace” he meaos fioite periods : and the
like, when bhe writes to the Colgffians of the myflery
which had been hid from ages and gemerations. But
when he mentions, ¢ the hidden wifdom which God
ordained betore the world unto our glory ;”’t and *“ the
myfltery which from the beginning of the world hath
been hid in God.””} he means mate thau our tranfla-
tion hath exprefled, even from eternity, or eternal ag.s;
the fame as when he ftyles God the King ot ages,
which in onr tranflation is efernal.|

1t is trequent for writers, in certain cafes to {lreng-
thea their expreflions, by what might otherwife be
ftyled redundancies : the pralice is not only allowable,
but oratorial.  [For ¢ver intends to all eternity, and fo
doth for ever and ever; and for ever and ever, world
without end, can intend no more : but there is more
force inthe manner of one than the other, The
facred writers ufe different forms to exprefs the fame
meaning ; and it is done a){o by one and the fame writer.
. Paul clofeth his doxologies with two plurals of
aion in five places, in each they are rendered for ever
and ever.  Peter doth it twice. The noon aron is
ufed in no other way whatever in the Revelation of
Jobn, where the plurals occur fourteen times. Our
Lord ufeth them when he faith, * I am he that liveth
and was dead and behold [ am alive for evermore :’ and

they
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they are ufed, when Sc is fild. that he fall reiga for
ever and ever ; and of the fervants of the Lamb 1 the
New gerafulem, that they (hall reigo for ever and ever :
end five times whea it is afferted of God, that he liveth
for ever and ever. They clofe doxologies three times.
la each of thele eleven inflances /Irict and praper ecer-
nity is intended : and yet truly a// muft be no evidence
that f2riél and proper cternity is inteaded in the re-
maiog three, when it is faid, * and the {inokeof their
tormeat alceadeth up tor ever and ever ;¥ and her
{fmoke rofe up for ever and ever ;+ and the devil
that deceived them was caft inio the lake of fire and
brimftone, where the beaft and the falfe prophet are,
and fhall be tormented day and night for ever and
cver,} The moft mighty reafons ought to be pro-
duced for fuch liberties with the phrafeology of a
facred writer, which would oot be otherwile allowed
in the cale of a humao author. Should it be urged, .
that the great whore, whofe fmoke 15 faid to rile up
for ever and ever, is the fame with fpiritual Babylon, -
that great city which makes all vations drink of the
wine of its raging forpication, and that the (moke of
Lo city can go up tor ever and ever, vndertandiog /Prict
and proper eternity, becavfe atier a while it will be
totally couvfumed : it is anfwered, as hath beco ob-
ferved with regard 1o Sodom aud Gomoerrba, that it is
not the buildiaps {0 much as the citizens that ase in-
teaded : and befiles. that the great whore, Bubylon and
the beaft are but diflerent names for one and the fume
cowmunity ; aad it is allerted of the beaft and the falfe
prophbet that they ave in the lake of fire and brim{tone,
(when the clofing {cene hath takeo place) where they
fhall be tormenied day and night for ever and ever—
fo that, thougb the toiwal deftrution of the great ciy
may be included, the perpetual punithmeut of tgc pro-

igate
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fligate and wicked citizens is the main thing intended,
when it is {aid, * aud her fmoke role up tor ever and
ever.” The place of torment to which they are con-
figned, is figuratively fpoken of, as a lake of fire and
brimflone, in allufion probably to the kind of punithment
by which diviae juftice was glorified in the deftruétion
of Sodom and Gemorrba and the neighbouring cities,
The whole place might for fome confiderable time be
2 burning lake, and when the combultibles were greatly
exhaufted might be extioguithed and filled with the
waters of jJordan and other rivers, and form that lal-e,
which afterwards took the pame of the Dead Sea, or
Latke of Sodom. The blacknefs of darknefs,by which Peter
and Jude reprefent future torments, may alfo be an
-gllufion to that horrid darknefs, with which the whole
stmofphere for a vaft nonmber of miles was probably
filled, by the fulphurous foot and fmoke that afcended
nto ir, and might haog over the curfed regioo, for
weeks or longer before it was difperfed, to awe and
reform the inhabitants of diftant cities,

It hath been falfely pleaded, that the Greek word
~ aidios 18 more expreflive of proper eternity than aionios.
The Sevenry never once ulfe it, even where they could
pot but be perfuaded thar the Hebrew meant proper
eternity; and in the New Teltament it is to be met
with only #wice, in Romans (1. 20) where God’s efer-
nal power is meationed, and in Jude (6+v.) when the
fallen angels are faid to be referved in ever/a/ling chains,

After all that hath been obferved upon gnolam, aisn
and azonios, ought we nor to apprehend, that the Angel
meant fIr:(7 and proper eternity,not only when he fpcke
to Daniel, of them thar thould awake to ever/afling life,
but alfo of them that fhould awake to fthame and ever-
lafting contempt*—that 7shn 1he baptift meant the like,
when he fa}s of wicked profef{ors, comparing thczm é“

clha

» Dan. 12. 3,




(8 )

chaff for their worthleflnefs, that Chrift will burn them
with unquenchable fire,¥—our Lord alfo when he
{peaks of (inners being caft into hell, where the worm
dieth not and the fire is not quenched it of their depart-
ing into ever/afling fire prepared for the devil and his
angels, and their going into everlafting punifbment,
while the righteous go into life eternal ;i and of
the blafphemer againft the holy Gheft being m danger
of, or liable to eternal damnation’’||——the apoltle
Paul wheo declaring, that the difobedient fhall be pu-
nithed at the appearance of Chrift with everlafting
deltru&tion from the prefence of the Lord §—=the
apoltles Peter and jude when they aflert, that for the
uogodly the blackuefs of darknefs is referved for ever ;
that the angels which kept not their firft eftate are
referved io everlafing chains; and that the inhabitants
of Sodom and Gomorrha {uffer the vengeance of eternal
fire §—and the apoltle John, when he fays, “ the
{moke of their tormeat afcendeth up for ever and ever ;
her {moke rofe up for ever and ever ; the devil, the
bealt and the falfe prophet (hall be tormented for
ever and ever,”**

But notwithftanding the above reafoning upoo the
original words ; aod even though mathematical de-
monftration could be given, that their /itera/ import
implied what we mean by /,i& and proper eternity ;
~yer, as they are often uled figuratively, they, who are
fet upon denying the real eternity of hell torments,
would maintain, that when applied to future punifhments
they are to be underftood fguratively; and would require
~ other arguments to fapport the do&ripe they rejeét,

Let us fee then what was the opinion of jews and
Gentiles relpeting this marter, in che times of our

Saviour
® Mat. 3. 12. + Markg. 43—48. 1 Mat, 25. 41, 46.
| Mark 3. 29. § 3 Thefl. 1. 9. 9 2 Peter 3. 14.
Jude 6, 7,13, ** Rev. 140 110219, g3, 10,
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Saviour and his apoltles, Philo of Alexandria, the
1 hiftorian and emineot for his learning, lirnamed judieus
from his being a Few, and who flourithed about forty
¢ years after our Lord’s birth, when Matthew is foppof-
ed to have penned his gofpel, faith, ¢ the prnithment
of the wicked perfonis to live for ever dyirg* and
to be for ever in paios and griets and calamities that
never ceale.”t The original Greet tranflated to be for
ever is peculiarly ftrong; we have no Englifh word to
anfwer it, was one coined upon the occaflion 10 elernatize
might be adopted. Dr. Scott writes * had the fcrip-
ture faid, in our moedern ftyle, that the reprobate (hall
be ever dying, and yet never die, there might have
been fome colour of argument, and it might have been
¢ inferred, that, though a never-ceajing-mifery is unot
exprefled iu 6 many words, it is (till, from the fcripture-
t phrafealogy, neceffartly implied ” { It will be noted by
¢ the reader, that Philo’s expretlions are almolt the very
fame with fhall be ever dying, and yet never die, and
therefore the Jatter is not a modern but ancient flyle,
nearly as old it oot older than any part of the New
I Teftament ; and though no parc of it, yet is to be
regarded as declaring the fentiment of maoy of the
firft men among the Jews.© And that this was i1he
{entiment of that fe& which was had in the greateft
repate by them, viz. the Pharifecs, is corfiimed by
J/epbus who furvived the deftruction of Ferufalem,
and informs us, * the Pharifees held, that the fouls
of the wicked were to be punithed with perpetual
puoithments, and that there was appoiated for them
a per puiual prilon.”|| The word aidios, which he ufes,
mult

-

- Wm N AN -
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* Mangey's edition of his works, vol. 2. p. 419.
+ Ditto p g420. London 1742, 1 Vdl. 2. 341, 342,

I Bell Jud 1. 2.¢. 8. § 14.p 1065, Ant. L.13. § 2. p. 793
Huadloa's edition Ox, 1720,
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mu(} mean perpetual as expreflive of proper eternity ;.
. g'ves an uncertain anintelligible found, inftead of

mtot«mug us what the Pharifees held, That this opi-

ninn, ot theirs was not .peculiar to them or the Jews, is

phin trom what Ovid, who died fix'een years before

our Lord’ crucrﬁmon, {aith'io his [6is (lines 196,197.)
‘Nec mortis peeass mors altera fiviet hujus:
‘Horaque eric tantis alitna nulla malis,

Berein he declares that no future death [ball put an
end (o the pains and penalties of that deach, o which
the wicked (hall be doomed; and that there will be.
no fa} hour to fuch great evils, He was too ‘de-

biuched a libertine to believe it for his own part,
~ but he gives us the common wvotion, of the day : as
doth Seneca, who was murdered by Nerg anno domlm“
65. when in his Hercules Furens hg makes Amphytrio afk
7/)efeu: alvifing him to refrain from human blood &e,
: " Certus inclyfos tenet-

- Locus nocentes? urque. fert fama, impios

Supplicia vinculis faeva perpetuis domage ?

What ! doth fome certain place confine the guilty 7
and, as common report faith, do dreadtul punithmeots
- keep the wicked under ia perpetual (or e‘verlaﬂmg J.

chains ?
" Coilins ia his Difcourfe offree thinking (p. 36) aﬁ'cns |
** the evil of fuper(tition ts now much incredfed, and
mea are under greater terrors and uneafinefs of mind,
- thao Pagans of old paflisly could be, when they thought
they hazarded lefs”  Dr. Bentley, in nis 2 1{t Remark®
upon Collins, anfwers, * this manifeftly fhews, that he
thinks eternal torments were pever magmed in the
Pagan {cheme, bur were firlt introduced by Chriftianity.
Jult contrary.  The vulgar in Pagani{m univerfally

| believed

* My acknowledgments are here made to the Doéor’s name-

fake at Cambridge, for havmg direéted me te this Remark
in the College Library, |
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believed them, as his friend Lucretiust would have
~told tnm In exprefs terms,
\ Nam, fi certam finem effe viderent
| Erumuarom homines, aliqua ratione valerent
| Reliigionibus arque minis obfiftere vatum :
| Nuuc ratio nulls eft reftands, ovlla faculeas;
| Jternas quoniam FoENAs in morte timendum.,
| ' t B 1 (o8
[For, if men could fee there would be a cerrain czod
- of their miferies, they would by fome means or other
get rid of the religions and threatnings of priefts.
At prefent there is oo way, no power of {landing out
again(t them; becaufe, truly, eternal pmrﬂa'mntr at
death are 1o be dreadec ]
>Tis fo fallc what our author lays dowo, that the

Pagm religion gave lefs uneafinefs in life becanfe they
thought thcy hazarded lefs after desth than we chrif-
riaps think we do, that its cerrain they rhoughe bad
men bazarded as much and good men obtained inf-
pitely lefs.”?
\ A queftion arifes, Did our Saviour or his Apoftles
~contradict this commoo notion ? Nathiag of that kind
~appears from the New Teltiment; and the Papifts
~pretend not to have any thing of it among the arcana
of aral traditions ; for as hath been already noted, tho’
they hold a pargatory, they admit that abandoned
-wicked gracelels fpirits will be perpetually tormented,
‘Had our Saviour thought, that (tre ape was oot ripe
for the difcovery of the mos-eternity of hell torments;
wand that it was prudent to let the volgar opinion pre-
*vatl till the remarkable out-pouring of the Spirit and
‘the clearer inftru&ions following upon ir, had pre-
pared the way for that particular difcovery ; his cha-
ralter as the great Prophet of the church might have

been

% Lucretius died, aged forty four, and fifty four years before
the birth of our Lord,

\
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~. been capable of a full vindication, had he been filems
upon the watter ; but what will be thought, fuppofing
the opinion to have beeo abfolutely falfe, fhould he be
found to have fpoken fo as to confirm the Volgar in
their falfe opinion, and to have lett his Apoltles 10 do
the fame ?

Our Lord was far from fparing the Pbarifees through
fear of their refeaiment s no defign of coaciliating
their regards could induce him to ccuntepance their
errors : when alone with his difciples we muft conclude
that he wauld be the furtheft from doing it ; and yer we
find by Mark, that io fuch a cnrcumﬂancc, he appears
to labour at impiefling the minds of his followers
with the idea, thac future punithments were really per-
petual, it is betrer for theeto enter iato life malmed
thav to go into hell, into the fire that wever fhall be
quenched 3 where their worm dieth me#, and the fire is
not quenchbed :* and again, “ thao to be caft into hell,
into the fire that mever /ball bc quenched 3 where their
worm dieth not, and the fire is nvt guenched :* and the
third time, *“thao to be calt ioto heil-fire ; where their
worm dieth not, and the fire is mot quencbed.” Matibew,
in his abridged account of this matter, menticns only
hell-ire and everlafi:ng fire, ¥ That the dilciples
might not flight the pains of hell they are compared
toa worm and to fire oo account of the exquifite for-
ment, that the gnawings of the one and the burnings
of the other produce wpon living bodies; and not on
account of the defruélion that cither occsfion to dead
carcafes that fcel no pain.  That they might not ima-
gioe, thefe pains would ead after a while, for as much
as 3 material worm dieth and proper fire goeth ouf,
our Lord faith, their worm diesh not and the fire is
noi quenched, avd he repeats is again and again—the
alcription of fuch perpetual qualitics, to the worm and

o
* Mate. 18. 8, o
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to the fire, manifelted alfn, that the worm and the fire
were to be taken fiiuratively; which muit morecver
appear with refereoce to the worm from kg, haia
rea/ worm can live but.a moweont in the fire ; ard it
the fire mult be underftood mctaphorically, trove s
equa: or fuperior reafon tor fuppofing the frue o the
worm. How liide groond thea had Dr. Seott 10 121,
‘“as to that conftraétion, which fome modern writers
have put vpon this worm, as though 1+ fliov s aehie
to the remorfe ot crnfeience, it requises no o ir 1¢ 1y
than this, that it is a mere arbitrary wterpretaticu, that
has no proof or warrant from the fcripture ufe ot his
phrafe.”* Would leifure and opporwory actir, pro-
bably it might be thewn, that the ernflrufiion of fome
modern writers i1s the fame with that of fcwe ancie ot
ones ; and that the Dr. has failed here, as much as
before, in his mode'n flyle. But to pronounce, * it re-
quires no other reply than this, thar it is a mere arbi-
frary ioterpretation,” is tantamount to telling us, that
- we muft underftond it Jiterally, which obliges us ro
embrace ao abfurdity ; how much eafier to conceive it
allades to the gnaw mgs of co-feience! and how firiking
the allufion! However, a caretul judicious reader of
Dr. Scott’s fermons will apprehend, that the Di’s head
was ftrangely poffefled with the notion that hell-fire
was real and material ; and that much of Lis reafoning
again{t the wicked’s being erernally puonithed is built
apna that notion—a ootion evidently fubverted by our
Lords [3ying, thatin the day of judgment the accurfed
thall depart into everlafling fire prepaved for the deii
and bis ange/’s. How material hire by any preparatica
can torment the devil and ius anpels muft exceed the
compretienfion ot every mortal; if the accurfed then
arc 10 be punithed i the fime fire with them, we
onght to underftand the tere fire in # fizwrative fenfe,

for
® Val. 2. p. 152,
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for that mifery which the wrath of an offended God
kindleth, But thould we graot, that the bodies of 1he
wicked will be confumed and burat up by the fire of
heil, be it what it may, a dithiculty (lill remaineth, viz,
-\ the fpirits of fuch bodies be alfo confumed or burnt
oy fach fire io leogeh of time, without any anpi-
g a& of the divine Being? 1f they are mere
. thea it appeareih to me impoflible : and as to
g {lruck out of exiftence by an annihilating
Jod the feripture appears to be totally filent
a2 tne head. Lt may be urped in fuppor: of their
it zorally deltroyed, that Fobn the bapuilt compares
thein 1o chaff, which fire will, of courfe, burn up alte-
getber.  But it mult be noted, that he ufes the com-
patiion in accommodation te the other parts of the
fimile he haih a recourfe to, while fpeaking of Chrift,
“ whefe fan, he fays, is in his hand, and who will
thoroaghly parge his floor.”  Dr. Doddridge in his
note upon the place, faith, *“ asto the phrafe of burriog
the chait wih anquenckable fire, Mr. Horberry bas
obferved with his wiual accaracy ot judgment (Enquiry
into the Duration of future Punifoment,* Ch. 1. No.1,2.)
that it is adolurely 1nconfiftent with all views of
the Refloraiion of the wicked; and that however the
phrale of besy confumed lske cbaff might {eem to tavour
the doétrive ot their annizilation (which, neverthelefs,
it t+ certaiy no pusifhment of mind or body can of itfelf
e.lct) the epithet ot unquenchable given to this fire is
fo a1 from proviog it, that it cannot by apy ebfy aod

juil interpritation be reconciled with i
Our Lord compares » the kingdom of heaven 10 a
pe’, that Vids cait iuto the fea, and parhered of every
Kiad ; which wheo it was full, the fiflierinen drew 10

fane

* [ have enquiced after, but have not heen able to get a fiphr

of tus cuthor, and thoald be greatly obiiged e Wiy R
tiemain wor the lvan of it,
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fhore and fat down, and gathered the good into vefels,
buc caft the bad away. So (hall it be, faith our Lord,
at the end of the world ; th= angels thall come forth,
and fever the wicked from amoug the juft, and fhall
caft them 1uto the furnace of fire, there (hall be wailing
and goafhing of teeth.”* The Dr, gives us this note
upoo it, “ the word which we render bcd, geoperally
fisnifies ccrrupt or putrid, and feems ao allufion to the
drawing up fome dead f/b in a net with the living.
Mi. Horberry jultly obferves, that this in the ftrongeft
termns reprefents the hopelefs ftate of finoers ac laft.”
Our Lord did further confirm the opivion of the
Pharifees refpe@ing the perpetuity of future torments,
when, a few days before his crucifixion, he clofes hit
reprefentation of the laft judgment with faying, and
thele (the accurfed) fhall go away into everiafling
punifbment, but the righteous into life esernal ? 1t was
impoflible, after what he had taught them before, and
confidering the koown do&rine of the Pharifees, that
his difcipies could, without a particular cauticn te
direCt them, apprebend, that the punithmeot of the
- wicked might, cr was to be of thorter duration than

the life of the righteous, the adjective applied to both

being one and the f{ame in the original ; and that
esernal life was meant to exprefs a glavious immortality,
and peceflarily implied proper cicroity hata been
already proved.

Thus ic appcars, that our Lord ioftead of conrra-
difting, or evcn beiog filent as te the commoe notios
of the proper cternity of tuiure puniinment, contribured
by his very expreilions; and the circumflances attend-
Ing them, to eftablith it.  We may otferve alfo, that
the apoftles after the miraculous efluficn of the holy
Spirit, and their being fully iultrued in the things of

rehigiog,
* Mak 13. 47, 48, 40
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religion, no where teach contrary to what the Phari-
Jees held,  Should it be pleaded, that Pau/ makes ule
of the word de/?-uc?ion, which {eems to imply the being
put out of exiftence; it is anfwered, that everlafting
deffrultion evidently means the fame with everlafling
punifbment, which is ftiled deffruction, not io reference
to the wicked’s being ftruck out of exiftence, but to
the deftru&ioe of all his comforts, when, as the apoftie
teaches elfewhere, God thall render to him, by Chrift
the Judge, indigoation and wrath, tribulation and
apguith. Confidering the number of Geotile converts,
- and that the gofpel difpenfation was defigned for all
- people, had the apoftles thought, that future punith-
meats were not properly eternal, and that the dotrine -
of eternal punilbments would be a grand obftacle to
the propagating of chriftianity, and that the contrary
was a truth which it was profitable vpon the whole to
proclaim molt audibly, that every body might hear it,
and not have terrors propofed to them that exceed belief
—we muft conclude that they would have declared
themfelves freely and explicitly upon the head;
whereas they evidently join with their Lord in coun-
tenancing and eftablithing the common opinion of the
day, that future punithments were really everlafling.
Indeed if they are not firi&tly fo, the ufe of the word
everlafling or eternal. always one and the fame in the
originil (excepting the two places above meationed
where aidios occurs) is, not to fay vorfe, little lefs than
- trifling ; the fame may be obferved of the terms, that
dieth not and that is not quenched. When it is faid,
that the worm areth nst, that the fire is not quenched,
thag it is everlafting, that the puaithment is everlafling,
and that the chains are everlafling the afcription of
thefe perpetual qualities is defigned ro excite fpecial
terror; but what /pecialN terror is jultly cxcited by
| thei:
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their Lung perpetual, if the party punithed is wholly
deftroyed or alter a while efcapes by a change of place.
Perpetuity is vothing to the purpofe, is of no avail at
all, when a total deltru&ion is cffected, or the fufferer
has got out of hell tor ever.

The anfwer quoted (p. 22, 23.) to fet a{idc the arpu-
ment drawn from its being faid *“ their worm dieth rot,
and the fire is not quenched,”’ is,in expreflions aifferent,
but iv meaning the fame with what M. R:cbarajau
gave above 3 hundred years age, viz. *fire may be
faid to be cver/afling, when it doth ot go out, 1ill the
combuftible matter is confumed.” To which it was
replied, that, *“at this rate of arguing, his own beard
might be called an everlafling beard, as it was capable
of growing while the nounifthing matter lafted; and
that the flame of a farthing candle might be called a0
;verlaﬂmg ﬁrc, ince 1t weculd Jatt «ill the wick was

ent.”’

The reader is dcﬁrcd likewife to recolle® the ferip-
ture reprefentation of the clofing fcene, with which
all human affairs finith, Whea the fecond advent of
our Lord commenceth, then is the hour in which all
that are in their graves fhall hear his voice, and {hall
come forth, they that have done good unto the refur-
re&icn of life, and they that have done evil to the
r¢furre&ion of damination, "T'he quick and the dead
are jodged by him ; and he renders to evay man
sccoiding to his deeds. The period employed in this
moft folemo and ioterefting tranfa&tion—grand beyond
defcription—affeting beyond conception—is ftiled
the duy of judgment : but ot bow long continuanoce is
maiter of uncertain conjecture, being referved among
the arcena of heaven. On its ending, the accurfed
BO away inrfo gverlaftiog punithment ; and the righ-
teous into cternal life ; an{werable (o the irreveifible

{entence
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fentence of the upright Judge. Aund thus all human
aifairs 1erminate, and are fised—the fcene clofes —
and all expe@ation of a mew flate of probation, and of
a new [entence is fer afide,

The pamphlet (p.24.) fpeaks of bell as the next fate,
- whereia, though ** the fufferings of the wicked will be
exceedingly great in degree, as well as long in duration,”
they are realiy under a merciful and gracsous difpenfa-
tion, as it is, *in order that they may be the willing
people of God.” How far condemning the wicked ta
ffer the punithmears of hell, is placing them anew
ander a merciful and gracrous difpenfation, ler every
one judge for himfelt ! But when it is added “npor
will they be delivered from their fuffering till this ie
effe@ted, i. e till they are made the willing people of
God” all expeftation of their being delivered is at
an end ; and the main objeCions againlt the proper
eterpity ot hell torments are virrually abandoned. [f
the wicked may be punithed io hell, till they become
holy and are fit for heaven; then in cafe shey become
ot holy, God can confiftencly wich his jultice goodnefs
and other auributes, punith them everiafiingly. Should
they be thus everlaflingly punithed, it is for fins com-
mitced in this world, or becaufe of their continuing
to fin: if for the former, then they may be ever/aftingly
punithed for temporary crimes: if for the latter, they
are conninued perpetually in a ftate of (uffering, with-
out the divine Being’s preventirg it, through benevo-
lence, by lriking them out of exiitence,

Let it be now noted, that it is morally impoflible,
thac their fufferiegs in hell thould make them rhe wi//-
tng people of God. ln the worft of company, with the
devil and his angels, furrounded by accurfed perfons
Jike themlelves, and not a fingle holy foul in the place,
how can it be thought, that they will learn to be holy!

They
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They go to the place of torments with fixed habits of
wickednefs. ls it the nature of thofe punifhments,
which occefion wailing and goathing of teeth, to pro-
duce holy d:fpofitions, full acquizsfcence in the govern-
meat of hedven, and love to God ? Do fuch
panifhmenrs in~ g2peral rake this effe&t upon earth,
that we may 'sok for the like in hell; or is it not
the very reverfe? From what we koow by prelent
experience, may we oot fear that the rormeats of hell
will excite rage and rancour of heart, and leid oo to
the molt horrid blafphemies? 'The gentlemen, who
hold the Salvation of all men, it is judged, exclude all
pofitive operation of the Almighty in effcéting holy
dilpcfitions, under the notion of its being inconfifteat
with moral ageocy : we mult not therefore admit of
goy fuch operatioon in hell; the damned then are left
to the full irfluence of their wicked habits, in a ftate
that hath a narural tendency to (trengthen them; fo
that we mult defpsir of their ever being made, by
fuffering, the willing people of God ; or rather, of their
being induced, by their futtering, to make themfelves (o.
However could we believe, that it might happen with
refpect to many or the majority ; yet fhould a fingle
foul remaiu poflefled of wicked principles, and continue
everlaltingly in che place of torments, the fcheme of
Univerfal Salvation is fallacious. Yea, (hoold any one
ot the fallen angels continue everlaltingly there, then
the chief arguments, again{t the proper eternity of hell |
torments, would be thereby proved to be fatle. It
might be afked, if the pains of hell are calculated to
produce holinefs, how comes it to pafs, that we have
1o ntimation, thar fome of the fallen angels, who know
alfo what tbe lofs of heaven meaneth, have at length
by their foflerings learnt obedience, recovered their
virtue and beea reftored to happinefs 2 What myhbc
| the
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the opinion of the favourers of Univerfal Salvation
with regard to the wicked at death, whether they fall
~aileep, not to awake till the day of judgment, or are
conveyed to a place of punithment, may not have been
publifbed as yet : but (heold the wicked go to hell
upon dyiug, agreeable ro the reprefentation made in
the parable of the rich libertine, we may conclude,
that there is no hope of their being nade the willing
people of God by their fuerings. They that will have
died five thoufand years before the day of judgment,
will be then condemued to the punifhment of hell for
the wicked deeds done in the body: but if they hag,
within that period of fuffering, Yearot to fear and love
God, are we 10 fuppofe, they would be feot again to
hell, being already fit for heaven ? It is more reafon-
able 10 thiok, that they cootinue in their difembodied
tate, during the intermediate fpace between death and
judgmeant, impepitent, without undergoing a change of
moral charalter.  Who wiil may believe, that it will be
afterwards effefled, by their foffering in bodies to which
they have besn united by the refurretior.

No oiher aniwer need be given to Dr. Hartley’s
aflertion, that it does oot appear from the writings
- of the moft ancient fathers, that they conftrued the
texts that fpeak of the foture punithment in the never-
ending fenle ; thao that Dr. Watts writes, * It is
really au impofition upon unlearned readers 10 pretend,
‘that the dotrine which depies the eternity of the
punifhments of heil, was the common feofe of ihe
primitive fathersfhough it is granied that Origen and
fome o.hers might be of this opinion,”*

1t

* Watts's World to come, Vol. g p. 320. .« Dr. Watts might
word himfelf thus guardedly “%&t be of this opinion” by

reafon of what fome writers on the Contreverfy have noted,
“ that Origen fignalized himfelf by explaining the {cripture,
and
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It has been already fhewn, that Origen and Clement
were notorious for infroducing ivto the church the
pagan philofophy and wain deceit, that Dr, Hartley
complains of, as what might prove introduétory to the
belief of the abfolute eternity of punithment: from
whence it would rather follow, upon the Dr’s reafoa-
ing, that the denial of fuch .abfolyte eternity, it truly
imputed to Origen and Clement, was owing to the pagan
philofophy aud wain deceit he alludes to. 1t would
have been much more to the purpofe could the Dr.
have faid, that the densal of this never-ending fenfe of
fatare punithment in the aocient creeds, thews that it
was 1o o-iginal docirine ; but the mere emiffion cf this
never-ending fenfe in fuch creeds, rather {hews that it
was 30 original dolirine, inltead of the contrary, aod
that it was geaerally admicted, and theretore the

infertion of it was needlefs.
The

and confuting of hereflies ; rhar whatever enemies he had
while living, their hatzcd of him was not grounded on hetero-
dox, or fingular, opinions laid to bis charge, but took its rife
from envy at his growing reputation and ufefulnefs ; that the
common charge againft bim was not heard of till 2 long
time after his death, when his writings might be confiderabiy
interpolated and corrupted (as other ancient writings were)
that his books of Principles are ¢xtantonly ina Latin tran(-
lation not to be depended upon, and thofe publithed by Huet,
are commonly fuppofed to be in feveral places corrupted ;
that his eight books agiinlt Ce/fus, which he wrote in his
old age, and are come down to us rather mors pure than
any other of his works, contain nothing clearly favourable
to thie opinion afcribed to him, but much that is inconfiftent
therewith.”” "It bas been much queftioned whether Grigenand
Clement of Alexandria did 1eally and fteadily believe, that
devils and damned men would be at length reflored to the
favour of God. “ Llemenpis charged with this by Le Clere,
and fome few others. # tho' he refers to Plats, as co-
ferving, that God inflits Tio punithment but for the good of
his creatures, °tis not deducible from any thing he fays, that
he approved of this_as true univerfaly.
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The contents of the pamphler entitled Salvation for,
all Men &c.&c. have been, it is hoped, fully and faitly
canvafled. May it oot be thought, that the followiog re-
fle&tions will occur to one or another upon the occafion ?

The arguments brought to prove the proper eternity
of hell torments, (hould they not filence every objetion,
are fufficient to evioce the wi/dom and prudence of
not hazarding any thing on the poflibility of the
contrary doltrine. _ '

No man of common fenfe and underftanding can be
juftified in allowing himfelf to live in vicious courfes,
and other than the fcriptures prefcribe, oo the per-
adventure that ever/afling punithment is no more than
a figurative expreflion for an indefinite time ; and
oo the prefumption of his learning to be holy in bell
among devils and damaed fpirits, thould he omit doing
it under all the fuperior advantages attending the pre-
fent ftate of probation.

But thould it bedoubted, whether future panithment
is prope:ly eternal; yeu the Salvation of all Men is a
diftinél {ubje&, and may be abfolutely. falfe, though the
damned fhould not be always {uffering. The evidence

‘ot fcripture agaiolt the Salvation of all Men is fo tull
and exprefs, that no dependance can be had upon any
dotrine of revelation, if nct oo that which teaches,
that fome individuals will never be admitted to the
enjoyment of everlafling happioefs. Whatever becomes
of them, they will wot be fuffered to enter the heaven-
ly paradife; or the word of God, is, as the Papilts tell
us, a nofe of wax that may be formed into aoy fhape,
and requires an infallible interpreter; whom, though
they pretend to poflefs, they are not agreed in; it
being a quelticn agitated among them, whetker it is the
Pope in his oww perfon, or a general council, or the
church diffuflive. or the Pope und a general council in
' conjucdlion,
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conjon@ion. 1t muft be the height of fully therefore
for a petfon to encoarage himfleit 1o any evil praduce
oo earth, from the prefent eafe, pleafure or prohic it
may afford him, under an apprehenfion, that, after
haviog fuffered for a loager or thorter period in bhell,
he fhall remove to heaven, where his happioefs will
be the better flavoured by reafon of the miferies
through which he hath paffed. Muft oot a conduét
of this kind evldence a greater lunacy, than what fub-
jects multicudes’ co confinement !

The pamphlet hath a nawaral tendency, by holdiag
forth a diftant never ending bhappinefs to every oue,
though wicked in the highe/l po/ffible degree, to encou-
rage the indulgence of paflions, fubverfive of family ard
¢ivil goversment, and of the moft deftru@ive quality :
and therefore is in itiz(f pernicious beyond expreflion,
snd more efpecially fo at the prefent particular time,
wherein libesty hath too univerfilly degenerated iato
licentioufnefs,. Whether it hath meanded or injured
the morals of individuals, and made them better or
worfe hufbands, parents, children, peighbours, citizens
or chriltians, is not below the atention of thofe that
efpoule it. |

What can we think of thofe teachers, who, appre-
hending the doftrine of Umwer/al Salwation ic be
feriprural (notwithtanding the countenauce our Lord
and his Apollles gave to tee contrary) undertake to
publith ir, as from the houfe-top, tor 2 wholefime doc-
trice, though they have noi the example of their Lord
and his apoftles 10 warrant them ?—rhat they are not
arrived at years of diferetion ? or, that they have paft
them ! [f happily fo prounded in the love of virtue as
to need oo terrurs, they might have cocfidered more
the bulk of mankind, and in mercy to the prefent world
have had their faith to themfelves,

-
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