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ErecTion-SER M O N,

venturing to appeac.” here upon the prefent
oceaGon, nor do. 1 defirg a better, than what
arifes from the concern. which the late ha-
nourable Proviacial Congrefs had in promoting it.
I am confciows they cou!d not chule me to this
fervice, m preference to my reverend fatliers ar-
brethren in the miniflry, from an apprehenfion of
fuperior abilities, ; but that it was owing o a fpe-
zial connexion wih them, and their perfuafion
that [ kad a zeal, for the caule of liberty, the Cone .
tinent in general, and the welfare of this Colony
in particular, anfwerable to their own maft ardent
withes. I fhall endcaveur to fupport the jultnefs
of that perfuafion, by exercifing a faithfuluvefs that
would have fuited the earlie(t days of the Coun.
try’s fettlement ; and fhall flatcer myfelf with the
moft eandid allowances from fo relpettabie an an-
dience, as oft as my knowledge is furpalled by
zeal, confidering that the laft fheuld predominate,
mow that the times ¢all for vigorous unabating
¢xertiops, |
The

I HAVE no other apology to offer, for my
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< "Fhe text, upon which [ fhall ground what I

have Further to fay, you have in thefe words
of the prophet Zeremiah, recorded in the zcth
chap. 20, 21. ver.  Their chitdren alfo [lall
ke as afsretime, and their congregation fhall be ¢
Slablipped before uie, and I will punifb all that
opprefs them ; and their nobles fhall be of 1hem-
Sfelves—the fentence is not perfedted withont the
addition of — and their governer Mall proceed frem
the midfl of then— but the wiflom of the Contis
nental Congreis, in which we checrtuily contide,
hath reftrained me from niaking it a partof the
text, In anabler hand, and {ome fitter time, it
may-of itfelf, fingle and alone, fufhice foria coms~
plete text, Amen. So leti be. -

wontbagu

IN having entred the world,depraved mankind,
and given a pernicious bias tQ €very human
heart, the beft conftitutions, whether civil or fa-
cred,do after a while degenerate,the fpirit of them,
departs, they retain only their outward ferms, and
by degr.cs lofe even thofe. 'That milienian flate,
in which many believe, could not continue vigore
ous and flourifhing, through the period of 3 thoufs
and ycars, without the conflant mivaculous Intere
pofition of divine power,in reflraining and keeping
down the corrupt difpofition of mortal men,

The Jewilh eftablifhment, both in church and: -
flate, was the orlinance of heaven given in an nn.
common manner, and, at the time, the beft in the
whole world ; but it was foon corrupted, and at
Jength fo enormaufly, that the patience of God
would rot fpare the people. "I'he Jews were
excrcifed with heavy divine judgments for theiy

| varicus,
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various franfyreflions in civil and facred matters,
and at laft carried away captive to a diftant coun-
try. However, it was not their deftrudtion, but

~ yeformation that the Lord Jehovah intended ; and
thercfore, to enceurage their repentance, by lete
ting them fee that their cafe was not defperate,and
keep them from fainting under their fore trials,
the prophet Jeremiah is commiflioned to deliver
to them the following gracious foul-reviving mef-
Tage, viz. ¢ Thus faith the Lord, behold, I will
bring again the captivity of Jacol’s tents, and -
have mercy on his dwelling places : and thecity .
fhall be builded uper: her own heap---her former
foundation---and tne palace (hall remain after the
manner thercof. And out of them fhall proceed
thankfgiwpg, and tht voice of them that make
merry : and 1 will meliiply them, and they fhall
not be few : "1 will alfo glorify thew, and they
~fhall not be fmall.  Their children alfo fhall be
as aforetime, and their congregation or affem-
bly (for they are fymohimous terms) {hall be efta«
blifhed before me, and I will punifh all that op»
prefs them : and their nobles---leading men of
rank, the intermediate perfons between the af-
fembly and firlt magiftrate in the land---fhail be

| of themfelves ; and their governor fhall proceed
| from the midft of themy, and 1 will caufe him to
, draw ncar, and he fhall approach unto me: for
!
|
|

- who is this that engaged his hedrt to approach une

to me, faith the Lord ? And ye fhall be my peos
ple, and L will be your God.” Here it’s pro-
miled the Jews, by BEim, whofe verachy might
be relied on and whoie power conld aconmplifly
the evenr, tha heir affairs fhould be heoo he
baek 10 their original flate, ihat they fhowld pol

theie




their old form of geverment, and that they fheuld
h.ve the fatistaCon of fecing thofe punifhed,
who had inflrumentally cecafioned their calamities,
for that the Lord himfclf would punith them.

A people, when under natispal judgments or
the iron rod of oppreffion, canrot help 1ooking
back to thofe Yimes, when the conflitution was in
a profperous and healthy condition~ nor having
an attzchment to thofe modes of government, to
which they had been long habituated, and which
they bad cxperienced to be peculiarly favourable
to the cominon rights of Luman nature, and te
have fccured them a greater Thare of the fame,
than is erjoyed by mankind in gencral. And
when they are encouraged by a divine premife, to
Jook back to them as what they fhall be ré-poffe(Ted
of, they muft feel the moft plealing emotions,
mext to thofe arifing from adtual erjoyment,

The Jews are told in our text, that their chils
dren fhould e as aforetime. The. word childres
doth not neceflarily refer to minors, being fre-
quently ufed in a much larger fenfe: Thus the
children of Benjamin means the tribe of Benjamin
~ —the children of I(rael and the children of Judah,

the people of 1frael and the people of Judsh,
Tbeir children may therefore intend the body of
the Jewilh nation ; and rbeir being as aforetime,
their enjoying that former freedom and profperity
with which they were acquainted im the beft
days of their political exit¢nce.

The deft times that the Jewith peaple ever

knew were, 1 apprehend, thofe of the judges ;fbe-
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anc their tale for T andeur, and Fuohﬂl f'om wcf'
for being like ncighbouring ftates, made therm
weary of their ain, fimple modes :md manneus,
and put them upon chufing a reyal government.
Durmg the pcrlol of the 3udqcs they were unce
and again, tor their nnqnm«-s. riven into the hand
of owprcﬂur.s : but when thieir vices did not bring
them nnder the divine judgmensts, they were mthc-
fell rmjoyment of lmu[y Every man’s houfe
was his caitle---evety man’s properiy was his own
~heexercifed a "prcmc authprity ancer,and over
his otwn vine, and his cwn fig-tree ; and, wherein
he trefpafied not wpon the rights &f hx.» fellow
creatures, nor interfered, wnth the Mafaic etablifha-
ment, did that which . was raqht in hxs OWn cyes,
without bemw fubjed to the contrcul cven of a
crownc.d hcad lﬂbLh lefs of crown ofiicers; for
in thofe days there was no king in {frael. He
»OUhllﬂlﬂtOF'ﬂUCklﬂ‘; could build or deltroy ;
onld go here and there ; ensuld exercife domi-
“nion.over the fifhes ef the {ca, ne lefs than over
the beafls of the ficld ; and could trade where and
in what he would.

T'he period of the judges wast not only a time
of frecedom, but a time of pmfpemv viewed both
in a civil and facred light, = Where fancy, the lufls

f(hc fle(lh and ot the eye, together with the pride
of 1ife, cmm’atc the judgmeut, the Jews may by

thouyht to have boen in the greatelt profperity un-
der the reion ot Selomsn ; when the king made
Glver to be in /:rq/z‘rn 1s(}nnes and cedars as
{.comore trees that are in the vale for sbundance ;

when the Jewifh court fhone with a fuperior amt
B dazs
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dazz‘ing lgltre; and when their pub}'nc and pr?-
¢ buildings were executed ia the higheft
and with the moft coftly magnificene: , fo as to be
the wonder of mankind,  But had it been realiy
the cale, would the people of 1frael have vnited
as one, in the commencement of the pex relim,
and hava complawcd to i:is fon and fucccffor h’.e-
hoboam, of his gricvous farvice and heavy yoke ?
Wou!d they have been fo enraged with Rehobe-
am’s anlwering them mughly, 25 to forget their
fondnefs for his yrandfather, and to revolc from
hid, erying out, ¢ What t portion have we in Das
vid ? nei her have we nheritance in the {on of
Jetle @ to your teats, O Ifiael ; now lee to thine
houfe, David”? Would all tke mbcs have revoitcd
except Judzh and Benjamin, wherc the feat of go-
vernment w.s eﬁab’iﬂud court inflnence was the
greatelt, ard e irhsbitants mennpolized the ad-
vantage ot thofe taxes and impofls that were col«
Jeéted throngh the kingdom ¢ There is a national
profperity ce:fiiiing in fuperflvities that catches
the i 1maf;lx* :iion of the valgar, whether in high er
Jow life, but that weakens the internal ﬂrcnmh of
a people, and breeds many public diforders.  And
there is a naticnal profp rity torm’d out of the
temperance, valour, Rrmneis and virtae of a peo-
plc, in caly thrugh not afueny circumuflances. ha-
vmg *ku@h to make themlelves fate and tappy,
though 1ot to entice others into the attempt of
nmkmg them a prey.  OF this laft kind was she
€ivil prof},cmy of the Jews in the days of the
sudges,  ‘Fhe nearer a flate approaches to, and
the more its confirmed in, this kind of civil prof-
perty, the fafer and lcnycr, in all pwkabmmi
' Wi
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will be the enjoyment of its liberties. But be
fides a civil, the fews were acquainted with a fa-
cred profperity in the days of the ju-ges. Al
lowing for numbers, ’tis probable that religion in
the powers of it, never flourifhed more among
them, than in the beginning of that pe iod. It is
certain that Mofes was not only a lawgiver to,
but a judge in ifrael.  Jofhua fucceeded him in
the exercife of all his power, fubjeét to the obfer-
vance of that law which Mofes had given, by
which cven Molfes him{e't was bound, having re-
ccived it from God.  The peeple faid to Jofhua,
all that thou commande} us we will do, and whi«
sherfoever thou fende/l us we will ge According
as we bearkned unto Mofes in all things, /i sril
we hearken umts the, And we further read, that
they ferved the Lordall the days of Folbua, and all
the days of the elders that out lrved ]o/lma, whe
bad feen all the great wirks of the Lord that be did
fir Ifrael. But we are told, that after a/l that
generation was gatbered unto their fathers, there
arofe ansiher generation a/’?er them, which knew
vt the Lord, nor yet the works which he had done
ﬁ.r Ijrael, 5 that the children of Ijiael did evil in |
e /"aL: of the Lord, and firved Baalim, and for-
/J:Jetbe Lard God of their futhers, which brought
toem o2 of the land of Egypt, and follswed other
gods, The carlioft days of a flatz are gencnaily
taz molt pure and religious,  “L'he prevaili g
principles of individuals at fuch a fealon, the pro-

videncial interpofitions that they are eye witne(les
29, and are ftrongly afleCied with from the pecu-
iiarity of their fituation, and the mades they are
wadec a ne cefliy of adopting, lead to it

B2 | Ha" :'w{,’
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sfaving “oreider’d the firft fertenee in our texe,
Jet us attend to the next, in which the Lord fays,
ani their ca»g‘eganm (or affembly ) foali ke eDub-
bifbed before me. The Jews having 4 fixt eode of
Jaws, and a provifion for ecnfulting and knowing
the mind of the Lord upon fecial occafions,they
needed not as other free givernments, an houlé
of reprefentatives or affembly. “But they had
three grand feflivals annually, whcn all the males,
whoft age and health admitted, repaired to Jeru-
falem. « The enjoyment of thele: ftated feaﬁm
caleulared, to keep up the remembrance of wba;
great things God had done for thém, at the com-
mencement of their national exiltence, to promote
mutual affeftion by’ hrmmng individuals from the
woft diftant part of the land into an acquaintance
with each other, and ta'afford them an oppormmry
for promotir g any fchemes for public utiliny, was
confidered as a blefling =nd not as a burden by
the wifc and prudent.  “Fhe refloration and con-
firmation of ihefe feafons, after they had been in-
!errurtcd by the caprivity, i therefore enumera-
ced in the catalogue of mgrcies with which the
Jews wete to be favoured.” The congregatian cr
affembly of the people, befare the Lord in the ca-
pital of the country. fhould be fixt and confirmed ;
be made certain and perpetual. - The Jewifn fef-
tivals fhould be again obferved with the veice of
joy and the veice of gladnefs, without the hazard
of a fulpenfion ; and fhould be even beightned by
the exemplary pum(hmcm that the Lord woulq
1nflict upon thofc that ovprcfi;d thc chs.

|~” v

Thut
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Fhus faich the Lord, Lwill punsly all that op-

,reﬁ them Was it abfolurely unlawtul for a peo-
ple to with for the punifhment of thofe, who have
been the waltrumental occafion of their calamities,
or to have a pleafing {atisfaltion in finding that
they are punithed, we cannot imagine that the
jame would be promifed. in order to footh the
fuffenings of the opprefled. Some may indulge
a prlvatc cevenreful malicious fpirit againft their
oppre(lors, which ncithe: fuxpcure nor reafon will
saftity ¢ but an attaclinent to one's country, the
caufle of truth and cquity, and the rights of inan-
kind— the love of juitice—a defire of benefiting
the earth by public examples---and the expeQation
that the provnduma! gwcrnm”nt of God will be
thereby glorificd, may lead us to hope that pu-
nihineut wili be infliied, though not upen all;

yet upon the chicf promaters of owmr owpre(ﬁon,
and that they will not be lultered to efcapeGod’s

righteous judgments in, this world; while in the
{pirir of true cheiflianity we pray, that they may
m, brought i that usieigned repentance and ge-
nuine fmh. which l>y interefling them in the
rightcoulne(s of the blefled felus, " fhall procure
them an efcapc, from tae pt anithmcats of hell,and
raile them to the joys of meaven. While the
Lord promifes the fews to punith all that op-
prefled them, He gives them no intimation of the
manner in which he would doit. They might be
apt to wifl that he would punith in {éme certain
particular way, preferable to all others: butin
this they might be difanpeinted  Infinite wifdom
often varies the mode of punifhment. Providence

fuall fee that the law of retaliation is cxccuted
upor:
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upon one oppreflor as in the cale of AZsni-lezek
+--fhall appoint a {ccond to die by the &f'abl fhed
Jaws of the country, v herei - the oppraflion hath
been committed---Mall cut off a third in attempt-
ing .0 eflablifh and perpetuate thofe cruel plans
he bath proje&ted and promoted.--fhall catch
fourt!i by that pitand in that {vare which he
hath contrived and prepared for the innocent.--
and thall torture a fitih for the remainder of his
days, though life is fparcd, by overfetiing ali his
deficns ; by caufing his contrivances to produce
thofe very effc&ts he meantto prevent; by taking
away the ma'k and cloak under which he ¢on-
ceal’d himfelf, and fo rendering Liim odious to
former friends and acquaintance ; by leading man.
kind to {Jight and fhun him as the peft of fociety;
by making hin a by-word and a provcrb 5 and,
in dire€} oppofition to the ftrongeft defires of his
fou!, illing him with a jult apprehenfion shat his
namc wilk be infumous to the lately poftcrity.

The laft article in our text, which remains to
be confidered, is, and their nsbles frallba sf 1hemn-
Melves,  'The perfons, occupying the firft pofls of
honor,truft,profic & importance,fhould be of them-
felves, either as they fhould be natives, inftead of
foreigners and {trangers, appointed and fet over
thein, by thofe that opprefled and kept them in.
fubjeétion : O, as they fhould be of their own
chufing and approving, and not forced upon them,
Infome few rare inflances ftrangers may beequal-
ly uf:ful, friendly and acceptable with natives ;
but in general, the latter are more likely to poffefs
srs confidence, to underlland the prevailing tems

pes
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per and o a¢commodate themielves ta it, to fludy
the interells, and to promote the happinefs, of
the people among whom they refide. ’ 1'is alfo
defirmable that the choice, appoiniment and conn-
nusnce of their own nobles thould reft in and re-
main with a people, thit there may be the firmer
reliance upon them, and the fatal influcnces that
they might be otherwife wader may be the more
effcltnally guarded againft.  Lvils may enfue o
tines, trom a nation’s having and exercificg this
right ; but thefe evils, in the prefent ftate of hue
maun nature, will not,in all prob:biliry,be lo many,
great and permancent, as where *tis not enjoyed,
Applicable to the prefent cafe is thar trite obfer-
vation, that abfulute manarchy would be the beft
government in the world, were monarchs and theis
fucceffors pertc& and infaliible ; butbeing impere
fe& and ftallible, they are not to be trufted with
an unlimitted power ; and the belt form of gos
vernirent is that, which provide. beft againft the
abufe of power in rulcrs, while it entruils them
with a {utficicncy thercof for the goed of the

PUb“Co

We have gone over the promife made inour
text tn the Jews ; we cannot view it asa divine
promife made to ourfelves, but it may lead vs, 10
conje&urc how it was with this people in the ear-
liett days of their exiftence---to fearch into theis
dcgcne‘racies, for which we may corclude that they
arg now under the corretion of heaven---and te
remark. that a reformation in principles and prafti-
ces, will be likely to procure the approbation of
the fupreme ruler, fo far as to warrant our expedt-

INg,
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fag, that, throngh the orde r3ng= of his providenre,
the ciiildren of this cu)ony fhdl be as aforenme,
and therr com’rcnm)n or aflimtbly fhall be efta-
blithed before him ; thar he will punifh ali tht
opprels them ; and that theie nobies dhall be of
themielves,

Suffer me, yc worhy Reprafentatives of the
Peopie, and this refpcctabile -mdxen(c, to {pend 4
few minutes in co",-(tumw how it was with the
colony in the eariictt d= ys of its cxiflence. Thnr
Jove of liberry, but chiclly of rc.lu,xon, induce.
the firft {ettlers to veonture acrofs the atlntic, and
to take up their abode in this then inhofpitable
wilderncls, They were unier the ﬁrmw TR
ence of (he moft noble prmfmlc"; houzh ro:
perte, and tinGur 'd with the prev:nlmrr ncnm‘
of the age, that religiotiserrors were to be ¢ T ofcd
by the [word of tise manifirate a¢ well as of the
Spirit, which prodvccd thoﬁ. baneful efivts, tha:
have ftain’d their anndls, and that their pofleriry
pretend not to jullify : But may I rot fay, that
thofe who with rancour condemn them in the
Iump wuhounllownm for their mifcondud, from
the temper and ignorance of the times as to the
rights of confcience, know net ¢t what fpirit thcy
themfelves are, and would be in danger, wider
the like temprations, of fallivg inte the fame mif-
takes. ‘The mofl valuahle diamond is not without
it's flaw, And achange of circumftances may | revail
upon different rc!xcwus (cds, to give up what they
once vicwed as lcadmg and effontial tenets in thw
profeflion ; fo that even thole who are the mofl

peaceably i i{>clid, may at length think with Se-
Jr,_r,"f&-
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Jomon, that there is a time of war, as well ae g

time of peace; and that every thingis beautiful
in its time,

The firlt fettlers being under the ftrong influe
ence of the moft noble principles, we may fuppofe
that, in their private capacity, they-exercifed a be-
aevolent difpsufition, and aflifted, inftead of prey-
ing upon, and taking an advantage of each other
under their refpe@ive difficulties, being mindtul
of the apoltolic dire@ion,bear ye oneanother’s bure
dens, and fo fulfill the law of Chriff. Gal. 6. 2 ---
thac they treated religion as a matter of importance,
and were not indifferent to it---that they had their
families under a proper regulation, and difcouraged
all intemperance, impiety and uncleannefs---and -
that they were firit in their morals, We may
fuppofe, thit in tranfa&ting public affairs, they
were dilinterefted, were not aétuated in the choice
of Reprefentatives or Councellors by low felfith
metives, a view to their own particular advancage,
or the aggrandiZing their own relations ; thar,
when they fought ta the Lord by prayer for his
guidanee in their ele®ions, they were not abiv-
lutely and unalterably determine 1, right or wrong,
for whom théy would vite, tho* they might have
thoughtthe matter over before, and ralk’d vpou it
among themfelves, in order to their being the bet-
ter prepared for proceeding in the bukncfs with
proper expedition and regularity ; that they con-
fidered the qualitics requifite for the perfons de-
figned to fill the feveral departments in the ftare,
and whether fuch irdividuals w-re {o qnalified ;
that they had a regard not enly to abiiitics, but

integrity
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integrity and merals, having an eye to Fethre’s
advice, whereby Afajes was ccuniclied 1o provice
out of all the peonle, fuch as teared Geet. men of
truth, (true mes) hating covcmnfn(fa, when, n
piacc over them foraulers ond jadges. We ney
fuprofe, that they éid not n-ed.ctdy Crrertat. jese
J"u(us of cach (.&l'cr, and (16, & thuic of being
tiattors,whe did necihirk ¢ & \ with then felves,
as 10 the metbeds to be ador ied for ihe fervice of
the publie ; that they were not bt upon having
their ozvn way, but in their debates ard centuita-
ﬂom were i fearch of i chuto ciedt them indlie
&of s dint there was the leali degree poflible of
all kinds of bnorry and corruption ; that the
fir Qell care was sken. that the ecnmmonwealih
fhould rot fuffer damage; that they \\llhngl) {yha
mitted to all nceeflary expences to provide o its
fufcty ; thavthey did net, threugh either a tin'd
or rcnurwuc narrow contradied u.ipofm n, haz:rd
either its exitence or liberties : in a word that
next to the glory of Ged ard the ‘rterelts of 1ciis
gion, they labourcd to feérve the publie, and 1ot
thomislves of it

I fhall not go on with my fuppeliticns, lcft I
foould trefjuts upon your jaticnce ; but fhalt
preceed o encuire into thefe dcgcncracxcg, that
have got fommg in the cemaunity fnce the care
fieft-days of it’« cxifforce. Hewever fome, mife
sking the fenfe of Slomen, may by & Say not
thou what 15 the caule thet the forner wuys were lete
te. than thefe ¢ for thou deefl not irquire wijely cone
cerning this : Yot} have the belt avibernty, tha
«t the Jate Drovincial Cengrefs, for afierting that
s
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as 2 peonle we are chargeable with finful decl:-nyi-
ons,an.) a great abule of thife ineftimable bleffings
whichhk God haty beffow A upon us.  Whar thels
finful dec enions are, the Congrefls did not men-
tion ; 8at, I humbly conceive, the general voice
wil' juthfy me in remarking. that a ftrange degres
o' ‘c.i-lnefs has crept in among us, leadiag us
altd: from that golden rule, whercby we are di-
r&-Jd o du unto ethers, as we would that others
fhould do unto us—that the importance of reli-
gion has been moft fadly everlooked-- that the
very form at it has been reglected by mulitudes,
whi.¢ the generality Lave given themfelves no
coneern bout thg powers of it—1hat ordinances
have been fliuhted. Sabbaths prefined, and the
name of ‘he Lourd blafphemead— that famiieshave
not been peoperly taken care of ; the heals of
them have not called them together to worflip
from day to day ; due reltraiuts have not been
laid upon ¢hildren and others, who have heeo loft
much to their own guidance, in ead of receiving
line upon line, precent uoon precept, here a little,
and there a linde, through the | elp of whichtley
might learn tn fiec youthtul iufls, 1o manly the
deeds of the body, and toapprove themiclves unto
their heaveniy Father,  Were curfing, {wearing,
~drunkenacis and debauchery of various furts pro-
portionably prevalent in former times? Were there
the like im noralisies among the fiell tenlers 2
They that are acquaiated with rhe hittery of %3
country wiil not veature to aflrtir | may allo
remark that it has been. g omplain’d of, that there
ba: been mreat fadltinefi in the manrgcement of
public allirs---that impropcr mepn, from fin(ler
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defigns becaule of family connexions, and to ferve
a turn, have been chofe, put into, or continued
in places of truit or pawer— that proper ones have
been oppofed and kept out, through an uawarant-
able prejudice, and becaufe they would not be fo
the fluves of a party, as to be led, or commanded,
or a&t witheut being convinced or feeing, their
own felves, good reafon for what they did---that
modes of corrupting have been adopted with fue-
ecfs---that rcPrefematives, in{tead of being in their
place, attending the fervice of the public, agree-
sble to the expe&ations eof their eleflors, have
been fpending the time in tranfalling their own
bufinels---that it has been evident, that many, in
their votes and eleltions, have not been dire®ed
by judgment and. confcience, but by other motives,
and that by praying to Ged for his guidance, they
have been only increaling their criminality, by the
addirion of the moft daring hypocrify. Thefe
things have been complained of, and reported from
one and another, It is well known, that 1 have
mot been leng enough in the cruntry, and cannot
be fufficiently acquainted with the charollers of
individuals, and the fecrets of goverament, 83 to
venturc upon aflerting that thefe complaints are
in geweral, or in divers inflances juft. Fhey mey
have {prang chicfly from difappeintment, vexati-
or, malice and envy ; though I cannot but fear,
that the complainants have had, in paft years,
fome foundation to go upon. ' '

Our degeneracies, we muft conclude frem the
Jight of nature and revelation. have contributed te

bring us under the prefent calamities, Ged, the
4 infinitely
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infinitely wife Governor of the univerfe, may (and
I truft, almafk to a degree of affurance, doth) de-
fizsn, by the conteft now exifting between Britain
and\hc Continent, to eftaslifh us in the enjoya
ment of our liberties, befides favouring the feve.
ral Colories with an enlargement of them. Bae
the divine wifdom could have contrived te have
fecured us thefe bleflings, witheut muking us ac-
quainted with the horrors of war ; and it becomes
s te impute it to our tranfureflions, that we muft
Eaﬁ through a {cene of difficulties, ere we can be
rought to the enjoyment of them. That fame
all-perfe&t Being, who, as Creator, hath fo wone
deifully made mankind, that vicieus courfes
fhould produce, and be pusithed by badil
diforders ; hath, as meral Governer of the world,
fo conflitnuted matiens, that the like courfes fhould
eccafion public difeafes and convulfions, for their
corre&ion, and, if not reformed, their deftruftion.
Do we defire, that our conteft would fisilh im
the manner juft now hinted at, and thst we may
foon come te the end of our troubles, and not be
deftioyed, we hould certainly repent and reform.

You have had it already remark’d te you, that

a refermation in principles and pradices will be
likely to precure the spprobatien of the fupreme
ruler, fo far as te warrant our expeQing, that,
through the orderings of his providence, the chil-
dren of this Coleny fhall ke as aforetime, and their
eoagregation, or s{fembly, fhall be eflablifhed be-
fore him ; that He will punifh all that epprefs
them ; and that their nobles fhall be of them-
felves. This remark remaing te be inﬁﬂodlu‘fo-.'
AvVe
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- 1 have net mentioned in it the word repentince,
But a reformation in principles and practices oe-
ceffarily inclades the thing itfelf.  There can be
no fuch reformation without a change ot mind,
ard surentertaining different thoughts et patt ¢ ne
du&, which will of courfe lead us to repent of ig;
and no repentance is genuine and godly, that doss
not produce a reformation in principles and pradiis
ces.  We are new in an unufual way called upon
to wafh cnifelves, te make ourfelves clean, to put
sway the ¢vil of our doings frem before cur ey s,
to ceafe to do evil, tolearn to de well, anil to feek
every kind ef judgment. But conflicering that the
faft recommendced, much to the fatisfation of the
religious of all demominations, by the Continental
Congrefs, is at hand, when thele matters will of
courfe be fully difcours'd of, I only touch upon
them ; at the fame timé obferving, that an aitcrae
tion of prafice muft flow from a charge in pricci-
ples, or cur relief will moft likely prove no betrer
than a temporary expedient.  The fovereign of
the univerfe may fo far honour, in the fight of the
world, an outward refsrraation of manners, as o
erant deliverance upen the zccount of it ; bug
“where there is nothing beyend fuch outward res
formation the deliverance will prebably be neither
complete nor permanent. Indeed fhould we
-make thorough work of it, and reform in princie
ples as well as pradtices,we have fuidiciert warrant
to expect, thar God will gratify all our wifhes,
wherein they are juft and proper, he haviag once
and again declared in his holy-aracles what is tan.
tamount hereto, though I fhall qunre the fullow-

ing paffuge enly, out of the 18 of Jer, 7, 8. v:;.
t
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Ar wlat inflant T [Lall fpeak concerning @ natisy,
aid conneritng a kingdsm, 10 pluck up and to puil
dvwn and 1o deffrey 1t ; if that nation- againg?
whom [ have j?w/:aw::.:'i, turn frem the:r evil, I
eui il re});’n! o/‘ the el rlat [tz.'?az/‘gfu‘ 1o ds inte
them,  Ont.emorrow tierd iy, in fome refpeds,
to b 2 new thing under the {un, that hath net
been alrendy of old time, the {everal united Bni-
tith \mericew colonics are to bumtle themfelves
under the w'shity band of God,  May the {piric
of the Lord prepere and carry us all throegh
the right difcharze of fo reafonablea ferviee, then
may we boepe, on tie woft rational grounds, that
the chil. ren of this coleny will be as aferetime ;
that th ir aflowdly will be eftablifhed before the
Lord ; riathe will panifiall that epprefs them;
sud that their nobles fhall bs of themfclves.

A man of a t'mid make, of little faith, no way.
eonverfunt with or forgetful of hiftorical faéts,
may be apprehenfive, that, though our alicmblyis
gathered. and we are about to have our Naobles of
curfelves, thic mode of government will not be
eflatli/hed, and that the prefent appearances are
enly like tiele fudden revivals that frequently
precced the teral extnllion of life, He may
tremble at the thoughts of that power with whom
we are o contend.  He may be terrificd withthe
rotion, that ‘oener or later we muft fajl before it
and he may therefore be willing to compouad for
Jite and the precarious tenure of a listle property,
with the rame furrender ¢f his liberties,  Was the
caufe of the Miniflry the caule of Great-Britain,
fapported by the united endeaveurs of the nation,

12{tead
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inflead of being execrated by perfons of the firfk

charatter, for wifdom, courage, experience, nobi-
lity and piety, and oppofed by multitudes waiting
for advantages againfl adminiftration. Was there
not animmenfe debt of more than130,000 millions’
flerling, hanging like a milflone round the neck
of the public—= an exhaufted treafury---2 decayirg
trade---ard the moft alarming. profpeds o the
merchant, trader and manufadurer, Were not thé
internal diftrcfles of the flate, through a mulipli-
city of poor, the dearnef. of provifions and a load
of taxes, exceeding great.  Did the intcrelt and
pelicy of France and Spein require their remains
Ing in peace with Britain, during a civil war be-
tween her and the colonies, inflead of the con-
trary. Had not the wide Atlantic fet us at fo
great a diftance from Europe, and the American
winds and feafons promifed us their afliftance ia
their refpe&tive months. Had the colenies been
Jefs united or zealous. Had not cfficers of cou-
rage and eondudt, converfant with tl:e arts of war,
and warm for the liberties of mankind, offer’d
their wfliflance, and readily urdertook our defence.
And had not the individua's of the Comtinental
Congrefs, regardlefs of threats and wrath like the
roaring of lions, boldly ventur’d to engage in
maintaining our common rights, upon forming and
fupporting a Continental army, and in. appointing
able Generals to command it, in whem we can
confide and do rejoice, but whom we cannot cem-
pliment to any advantage, by reafo: of their being
fo fuperior to every thing we can offcr of that kind,
Flad they not adopted thofe meafures, which will
expofe them to fufler as rebels, unlefs fuceefs

prevents. -~
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prevents---Tlien we might have had & fearful
looking for of fhery trials for a Jons continuance ;
and might have felt great mfum':w ments - Bar,
when, befdcs the favourable cxrcum lunces already
hinted at, we refle@t, upon the it tary {pirit that
the Lord of holts hath pros Lh.mnuy il .afed
throush the Continent, {0 as in {ome to overcome
the moft powerful prejudices of eduwcation and
denomination @ that the Britith minifiry have ot
focceeded inarny one part of their plan, but have
been involved in greater difficulties every 'icp
that they taken @ that (God has wonde r!ux!/
peared for us,crowning eur military operations mm
unufual fuscels, and difconcerting tholc of the
encmy : that the Ecitith troops, intead of rang-
ing st large witheat oppofidony or driving the
country before them and being at liberty to riot
upon the fat of the land, and ro grarify their brual
lults upon our wives, daughiers or miorz dudant
reladons, are confined within narrow [ nits, and
cut ofl from the enjoyment of divers comborrs, by
thofc they have buen tansht to confiler as inta-
moas cowards ¢ that our pmplc, who have fuffzd
the moft, lo't very confiderably, ard been redacel
to many difficuliics and hardfhips bafoie nnknown,
have been firangsly preferv’d from deieétion and
faincing, as though by the (pecial interpoiiion of
heaven and, fo far from murmuring and com-
plaining wherever they havn gnne, have Leen in
common cheerful and pleafant---taough ftrap-
gers before to the defoiations and cruchies ot war,
they have born them as if they liad bean fonim-
arzed to them,  When we fuither refle®, upon
the importance and goodnels of vur caufe ; how

D e
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the number of our encrries has been worderfully
kept down from time to time, notwithfar dirg the
rcinforcements they have been frequently receive
ing ; bow they on the one hand apyear to be
greatly dilpiriced, whiie on the oth.r our fcrees
are animated ; that on the fide of edminifliation
have been all manncer of dies, deec’t, wicked cune
ning, corrvption, profauenc(s and blafphemy ; but
that mu'titudes are contmually fupplicating the
divitie tavour and bl (ling forue, I fuy. when all
thefe particulars are conrfilered, we are jufiified
in hoping, that the preceedings of this coy, inflead
of being the laft of the kind will prove the rencw-
al of our conflituticnal privileges, and that this
mwode ef government will be ¢/Faliifhed before the
Lord. We fhould certainly rebel againft the Se-
vereizn of the univer{e in his previdential difpcn-
fations, and rejeét the divine council cummunica-
ted to vs by that medivm, did we ot refolve to
peifift in cur prefent oppefition to the wicked de-
$ons of ap arbitrary mimiflry.  And let but the
feversl members of this honourable houfe of Re-
prefentatives exert themfelves in their public le-
giflative and private capacities, to  brirg back
the manncre of the people to what they were orte
ginally, fo that our children may be as aforetime,
virtucus, difinterefled, patriotic and pious ; and to
extirpate thofe vices that have crept in unawares
ameng us.  Let them approve themf{elves the gee
nuine defcendants and fucecfiors of thofe that
compofed the moft carly affemblies. keeping out
{from amopg them all thofe evils, that have bcen
complained of in paft years : and we may be al.
woft certain, not enly that our aflumblics will be
sftablifhed,

A
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eftablithed. and eur nobles continue to be from a-
mong ourf{elves ; but that the Lord will punifh
thofe that opprefls us, in fome way or other, as to
‘him fhall feem be(t, and lead the world to cry out,
Verily there is a reward for the righteous : verily
He 15 @ God that judgsth in the earth : Yea, we

may probably live to fee our gevernor proceed
Jrom the midft of us,

I fhall detain this venerable audience no longer

than jult to mention the few following oblerva-
tions,

No member can confitently take his place, or
be admitted to fit in the houfe of Affembly, who
hefitates about fetting up gevernment, fecing,that
the Continental Congrefs advifed to the latter, no
lefs than the choice of Reprefentatives in order
toit ; and that there is the like ojiginal authority
for the one a; the eother,

He that does not mran to bear a part in the
public burdens of the day, but to efcape wholly
wnhurt in perfon and property is no patriot; while
he that, inflead of lerving, defigns only to ferve
himfelf of the public, to acquire riches a-d raife
a fortune out of the general calamity, nult be
scally one of the worlt of men, cannot (+ferve
the protetion of the ftate, and when difcover’d
m.ut be deteiled by every true fon and daughier
of liberty, as being @ moft odious chara&er.

There is nat an individua! bue may be aiding

ad afilting to the commen caule on¢ way or ether,
D=2 | 1he
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The wicked and unrighteous may help it mates
rially, the one by forfuking his wickednefs, and
“the other his unrightcoufnefs. ‘I'he godly by their
inwrought fervent pra ers, which avail much
with their heavenly Father; thus may pious woe
men contribuce to the fuccefs of thofe arms,which
the feeblencls of their {ex will net admit of their
bearing,  lnfants may be helpful by moving theic
parcnts to exert every nerve, and ttrain every fi-
new, rather than train them up te e bond-men
and bond-maids to haughty tyrants and mercilef
eppreflors.  Theaged and expiring, by encon.
raging all ubout them not to furrender the bef}
port of that fair patrimoay which they are now
leaving benind them.  The martal and courage-
ous by their perfonal bravery. ‘The timid by
cencealing their fears, withdrawing themfelves
whenever their fears would be apt to appear and
produce a banctul influence, and when they dif-
courfe upou public aflairs, by infiting upen the
divine incerpofitions with which we have been fa-
voured, and the goodnefs of the caufe wherein we
arc engaged. The poor may afluft by detcrmining,
thattno’ poor they will be free ; and that if they
canact have riches, they will not wear chains.
And e rich by the loan of their money, that (o
the neeceflury expences may be fupplied, ana the
delence of the country may mot fall through, for
want of the requifites for carrying it on. Nothing
can be more faulty than for the rich to decline
hazarding their cath, while exempted from hae
zarding ther perfons; nor more fimple, than for
them, through fear ot lofing fome of their riches,
to enwanger the lofing them all, together ‘l’;h'h

their
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their liberties. Could the ftate be fecured, < j)er&
fon would be provoked by fuch prepofterous cone
4.& to fay to each of them, coafining the words
toths body only, Thy money perifb with thee.
May heaven influence every one of us to contri-
yute our beft abilities, accerding te our feveral fa-
ons and relations, to the defence and fupport of
ae commonaweal | Amen, v
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