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A

SER.MON:@C‘-

HE fulnefs and variety of fcripture is
fuch, that no occurrence, whether
public, domeftic, or private, prefents itfelf,
but you may find a text fuitable to the fame.
}i]ow far I have been direfted to chufe the
right, 1 fabmit to the better judgment of this
vencrable audience : but I mean to improve
the prefent oppertunity, by treating on the
{cparation that happencd amongft the Jewith
tribes in the time of Rehoboam, and to
ground the difcourfe upon thefe words in tha
{ Kings 12th ch. 15th v.

r KINGS 12 ch 15V

Hlerefore the king  hearkned mot unto the
people : for the caufe was from the Lord.

- HE facred oracles enable us to folve
many a difficulty in the 2ncient and
modcrn hiftory of the world.  Ac-
cording to their do&rine, the Lord

Jehovah, the Creator of the univerfe, governs

all his works, whether material or immarerial,

animate
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animate or inanimate, rational or irrational,
men or angcls, agreeable to an infinitely wife
plan formed from the beginning ; and brings
to pafs his own purpole, doing all his pleafure
and caufing his counfel to ftand, amidft the
various jarring devices of created intelligent
beings. He hath wifdom and ftrength, He
hath counfel and underftanding. He doeth
great things and unfearchable ; marvellous
things without number., He fctteth vp oa
high thofe that be lew ; that thofe which
mourn may be exalted to fatety. Hec difap-
painteth the devices of the crafty, fo that
their hands cannot perform their enterprife.
He taketh the wife in their own craftinefs :
and the counfel of the froward is carried
headlong. The deccived and the deceiver are
his. He leadeth counfellors away {poiled,
snd maketh the judges fools. He loofeth the
bond of kings, and breaketh the rod of the
oppreflor.  He pourcth contempt upon prin-
ccs, and weakneth the ftrength ot the mighty.
He taketh away the heart of thc chiefs of the
people of the carth, and cavfeth them to wan-
der in a wildernefs where there is no way.
He plucketh up, pulleth down, and deftroy-
ethkingdoms. He buildeth andplanteth and
profpereth nations. In fine, his influence
cxtends to all events whether more or lefs im-
portant, that fo each niay work together, in
its refpe&ive place, towards the accomplith-
ment of that perfe@ fcheme ot univerfal go-

vernment, which He hath projected.
Thus
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Thus we are taught to account for thofe
grand revolutions that take place at times in
thefe lower regions ; and - that are brought
forward by circumftances in themfclves appa-
rently trifling ; and that might cafily bave
:been prevented by a prudentand fpeedy com-
pliance with the reafonable requelts of the
aggrieved.

The Jewifh ftate flourifhed amazingly, un-
der the reign of Solomon ; whofe conrt was
the refort of the wifc and noble ; for there
came of all people to bear the wifdom of Solo-
mon, from all kings of the earth, which had
beard of his wifdom, 1 Kings. 4. 34. The
friendfthip of this wife king was courted by
neighbouring ftates, who paid him their an-
nual tributes. He enlarged his dominions fo
as to rule over all the region on this fide the
river, the great river Euphrates, from Tipbfab
even unto Azzab, over all the kings om this
fide the river, and he bad peace on all fides
round about bim, 1 Kings, 4. 24. Trade and
commerce was profecuted with that fpirit, and
attended with fuch fuccels, as that he made
Silver and gold at Jerufalem as plenteous as
Sones, and cedar trees made he as the [ycamere
trees that are an the wvale for abundance.
2Chro. 1. 15. His fubje@s enjoyed not enly
plenty but fecurity : Fudah and Ifracl dwelt
Sfafely, every man under bis wvine, aad un-
der his fig-tree from Dan even to Beer-fbeba,
from one end of the country to the other,
all the days of Sulomon, 1 Kings 4. 25.  One
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. One would have concluded, from the
hcight the Jewith empirc had reached, when
at its meridian in the reign of Solomon, that
Jike the fummer’s fun it would have been long
in declining.  But alas ! how foon did the
. glory and fafthion of it pals away, thro’ the
bad policy that prevailed under the rcizn of
his fucceflor. Solomon’s funeral is fiarce
clofed, before fatal diffentions arife : the Jew-
ith tribes feparate thro’ the imprudence and
tyranny of Rehoboam ; and “the empire is
fuddenly divided into two independent fates.

Thus the molt dcftru&ive events may be in
th= resr of che molt fucedfsful. It is not fer
a comunugity. any more thin a private per-
fon o fay. clorvios, in profert appearances,
My mountan ftandei wrone. £ fball not be
movedy 4 pjlait wever o i o verfity. Whea
great wercics bedtowed upon a tintul nation,
are productive of great viucs, inftead of lead-
irg to repentacee and the pra&ice of virtue,
divine juftice may herl ic without further
warning iato the denths of mifery.

When George the zd. of bleffed memory,
was upon the verge ~f cternity, the Britith
nation had ncarly att.ined the fummit of its
glory.  That worthy {overeign had the hap-
pinefs of his rcign interrupted, by an-unpro-
voked rebellion and by wars with forcign
powers ; but it's clofe was like that of the

{euwing fun, with not a cloud about it, when
ihe
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the ftorm that loured in the fky hath been
broken and difperfed.  His loyal fubj-cts
enjoyed the glorious circumftances, while
they fincerely monrned it's being a ferting
and nota rifingfun. However,they confoled
themfelves with the hopes, that his fuccef-or
would pofl fs the royal virtues of his aged
grandfire, and prove the happy inflrument
of confirming and lengthening out the Bri-
tith glory ; and therciore hailed his afcenfion
to the throne, with loud and hearty accla-
mations. Thefe had fcarce ceafed, cre it
was perceived, that the bancful irflucnce,
which George the 2d. forefaw, dreaded as
big with mifcry to his [ubjcéts. and fpoke of
with concern te his trufty {crvants was giving
a wrong bias to publick mealures.  Ol4 and
experienced perfons, converfant with bufi-
nels, and who had the confidence of the
people, were removed, that fo an ambitious
favourite of Ligh flying principles, with his
clan of pliant dependants, night be admit-
ted into places of honor, power and profit.
The throne was foon furrounded by men
of defpotic fentiments ; and the complexion
of the court was fuch, as that not only vio-
lent torics, but known Jicobites repaired to
it with confidence, while the itanch friends
of the Houfe of Hanover were fo coolly
reccived, as to be really flighted.  This oc-
cafioned many converts from among thofe
that were attached to the pretenders family ;

but as a political writer wilely and fevercly
B obfervcd,
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obflerved, tho' they changed their idol they re-
tained their idolatry. ‘They were, with the
~party they had joined, for having the king
ablolute ; but as Bricons were ftrenuous fer
the forms cf liberty, tho’ negligent as to li-
berey iddclf, they were for making him fo by
liw ; which, as the nation was loft to pub-
lick virrue, might eafily be done by cor-
rupting and fuum*g a majority in parlia-
ment. ™o wonder, th]t, while the leading
men  had fuch principles and views, and the
fcverdign a temper well adapted to fecond and
fu 0ert them, fhould he not be thought the
firfi promotcr, unwarrantable methods were
atopied for procuring monics for the purpofe
of miniftry, without regarding the rights of
thoie that were to pay them; and that a
firm determined cppofition to fuch proceed-
ings was decmed, und treated as difobedience
to legal 2uthority. From hence hath origi-
ated a {eparation between thofe that were
as nearly related and as ftrongly united as
the Jewith tribes  Such was the warm affcétion
that the Colonifts had for Great- Britain, that
they confidered her as their home, and ho-
nored her as their mother country. “In all
her aflliGtions, they were aflli®ed ; and when
fhe rdjoiced, they were glad. With what
anxicty did they cxpeé news, when her ruin
was threatned by rebellions or invafions !
How did they with that they could crofs the
Atlanticin her defence ! How did they cx-
vl in her falvations ! And how were their
hearts
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hearts enlarged in thankfgivings to God for
her fucceflcs ! But how has the cruelty of
the Britith legiflature, and the tamenels of
the Britith nation in fuffering it, produced
fuch an alienation of heart in the Colonifts,
that many, very many, can fcarce with to be
conneted with her more, in any way what-
focver | As a friend to the rights of mapkind
in general. and of this Continent in particu-
lar, 1 can't but pray that the King of kings
would give his fan&®ion to what the Congrefs
declared this day twelve month, and by fuc-
cecding make the united States of Americd
perpctually Free and Indepenient ; being af-
fured that there is no aliernative, but that or
the moft horrid flavery : And yet as a nativé
of Great-Britain, and confidering that that is
theland of the fepulchres of your forcfathers,
I can’t but wifh, that, tho’ we have been
drove into an independency, we may not be
forced into a total feparation. However, it
is likely that we fhall fce the words of Reho-
boam’s father verified—a brother offenled is
barder to be won than a flrong city, and thewr
contentions are like the bars of a caffle—of an
unfual (ize, beyond whatare to be met with
in common among ftrangers, Prov. 18. 19,

Return we to the facred hiftory.

Rechoboam repaired to Shechem, where all
Hrael met to make him king. The houfe of
David could plead a divine right to she

' throne ;
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throne ; and yet God, defigning to intimate,
that it’s princes were to rule for the good of
the fubj.&s, were not to lord it over his he-
ritage, and would forfeit their right fhould
they commence tyrants, did leave the invefti-
turc in the hands of the people.  Thus upon
evcry new inftalment, the people had an op-
portunity of relating the grievances they la-
boured under during the preceeding reigm,
and of infifting on a redrefs ere they acknow-
ledged the fucceflor.  Accordingly all the
congregation came and Jpake unto Reboboam,
Jaying, thy father made our yoke gricveus :
now therefore make thou the grieveus fervice
of thy futher, and bis beavy yoke which be
put upon us, lyhter, "and we will ferve thee,
v. 3, 4. We are not told what were the par-
ticulars on which this general complaint was
grounded. We may conclude from the ac-
knowledgment contined in Rehoboam’s an-
{fwer, that it was not without foundation.
The advantages erjoyed under the reign of
Solomon were uncommon ; notwithftanding
which, there werc fome things peculiarly dif-
puftful, that the people were not willing to
fubmit to under his fucceffor : and that Re-
hoboam might not conftruc their filence into
an acquicfence, they determined vpon fpcak-
ing their minds freely, and ftipulating with
him upon what terms they would ferve him.
Whether they thought the expences of go-
vernment muliiplicd unnecdflarily, or defign-
edly mif-applicd . whether they objeéted to
the
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the taxes as to0 great, or to the mode of
Jaying and raifing them, or to the imperious,
infolent and oppreflive behavibur of crown
officers : whether any, fome, or each ofthele
were particular matters of complaint muft re-
main an uncertainty : bur théy confidered
themfelves as having been under a heavy yoke
and grievous fervitude.  Tlicy therefore inti-
mate to Rehoboam, that they wonld not{erve
him, unlefs he would lighten their burden.
This circumftan¢e, plainly proves, that they
did not apprehend’themfElves botnd to non-
refiflance and paffive-obedience, though Reho-
boam fhould plead that he ‘was Emg ure
divino. The language of their proccdurc
was, “ we fubmit (0 no unconditional fove-
‘ reignty.  Yoi muft folemnly promife, be-
v fore we inflall you, and acknowledge our-'
“ felves yout iubjedts. Then we fhall know
““ what we have to truft to, and when our
“ pbligation to obedicnce ceales. Do we

“ approve of your prepofals, we will ferve
* you : it not,we are at liberty to ferve whom
“ we pleale. Do we agree to your propo-
“ fals, we arc bound to ferve you while you
“ keepto them ; but do you vary from them
“ without our confent, the contraét is ended,
“ our allegiance is abfolved, we have a right
*“ to chufe another fovercign, o: to alter thc
“ mode of government as we may judge
““ moft expedient”.  Let it be obferved, that
thefe were the fcmi'menrs not of a dif:aﬂ“c&-
ed party, butof all the congregation of Ifiael—

at

.. .
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at a period, not when the nation was over-
run with ignorance, and pricftcraft influen-
ced, but immediately after the Jews had been
tutored in the fchool of wifdom by the great-
eft and acuteft genius that ever lived. Here
I may introduce with propriety the follow-
ing words of the Rev. Dr. Thomas Newton,
wrote upon another occafion— “‘not only in
this particular, but in the general the fcrip-
rures, though often perverted to- the purpo-
{cs of tyranny, are yet in their own nature
calculated to promote the civil as well as the
religious liberties of mankind. Truye religi-
on and virtue, and liberty are more nearly
" rclated, and more intimately conneéted with
each other, than people commonly confider.
It is very true as St. Paul faith, that where
the fpirit of the Lord 1s, there s liberty : or
as our Saviour himfclf expreffcth it, if ye con-
timue in my word, then are ye my difciples in-
deed ; and ye fhall know the truth, and the.
truth fball make ye free” Whether thele,
which were the fentiments of a private cler-
gyman, continuc thofe of the Bilhop of Brif-
tol {ince advancement, is immatcrial to the
public : but they will be perpetuated in his
incomparable diflcrtations on the prophecics,

vel. 1 p. 313.

Rehoboam havirg hcard what the people
had to fay, with feeming prudence deters gi-
ving them an anfwer, till he had time tocon-
fider the affair, and confult his ccunﬁ:llgrs,'

an
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and {o fends them away for the prefent, fay-
g. depart yet jor three days, then come again

to me. Had Rehoboam a good defign in
thus delaying the matter, he ought to bc com-
mended for it ; but the policy of princes is
fo cxceeding intricare and croO!kcd, that he
might only mean to gain time by it. He
might refeat their conduét in prefenting fuch
a petidion ; artfully conceal his difpleafure ;
give it to all appearance agracious reception ;
propofe by that means to make them fecure,
1o deceive and to divide them ; and think that
within the three days, what with corrupting
fome, whecdling others, and frightning the
timid, he fhould fo weaken the oppofition as
to have nothing to fear from it. Such poli-
<y would only have refcmbled that of modcm
times. Rehoboam however, to keep up the
farce, <onfulted with the old men- that flood
before Solomon his father, while be yet lived,
and faud, baw do ye advsfe, that I may an-
Jwer-this people? The people when they heard
he had confulted the old ftatefmen of the for-
mer reign, might promife themfelves a redrefs
of grievances from their wifdem, and be rea-
dy to congratulate cach other upon -the pla-
fing profpe®. In #bis George the third did
naot refemble Rchoboam.  The reafon for it
may be eafily conjctured. He was well af-
fured, that had he confulted the old menthat
ftood before his grandfather while he yet li-
ved, they like Solomons councellors would
have adufcd him to have complied with the

petition
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petition of the complainants ; which, as he
bad no inclination to do, he might fear
would embarrafs his affairs and difconcert his
favourite projedts.

The sld men pave counfel to Rehoboam
{aying, if thou wilt be a fervant to tbz'J people
this day, and wilt ferve them. and anjwer
them, and. fpeak giod words to them, then
they will be thy fervaats for ever. 'The old*
men had ftudicd, been long acquainted with,
and knew the temper of the people; that
they were not given to change ; that they
did not feek occafion to feparate from Solo-
mon'’s fucceflor ; that they fought nothing
more than to have their petition complied
with ; that their propofals were honelt, what-
ever defigning and interefted men might in-
finuate ; and that they would keep their
word with Rehoboam were they gratified :
therefore they do not hefitate to declare pofi«
tively what would be the happy confequence
would he anfwer them gracioufly, and fpeak
good words to them.

Whether it was owing entirely to Reho-
boam’s not relithing this good advice ; or
partly to that, and partly to the cunning
pratices of fome felfith fcrvants, who were
fenfible, that, if he followed it, their {chemes
of apgrandizing themfelves and families
would gEe tetally ruined ; fo it was, that be
Jorfook the counfel of the old men, which they

bad ‘gwm bim, and confulted with the yourg
men
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men that were grown xp with bum, and which
Jood before Lam,

The perfons here {tiled young men, were
not {o very young in point of years ; tor,
from it's being {aid that they were grown up
with Rehoboam, we muft corciude ¢} at they
were of the fame age with him ; and he was
forty and one ycars oid when he began to
ccign ; but they worc yeung men compared
with the old men that ftood betore Solomon ;
they were young alfo iu point of political
kirowledge, and the art of governing propes-
ly. They bad lived long enough to have becn
good politicians and wife countellors, if they
had applied themdelves to the ftudy of human
nature,the tempers of mankind, and the hifto-
sy of ftatcs and kingdoms ; but they had neg-
le&ed thefc pardiculars and had appiied them-
fclves to the pleafiag and g=uing the favour
of the prince, to whom they had been ap-
pointed companions when young, and with
whom they were growon up. They were raw
and incxperienced, as to ftare afflairs ; and no
ways fit 1o be advifed with in matters of the
firt importance. which required the greateft
fagacity, and a judgment matured by repeat-
cd pra@ice. Men may have old heads, and
yet be incapable of giving proper counfel, for
want of undcrftanding what they arc con{si-
ted about. But as Rchoboam did not approve
of the counfel of the old mea, ke difcover'd
bis policy in applying ¢o the young men that

C wWore
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~were grown un wih him ¢ for there was no
dangcr of thuir piving advice that would be
difagrceable 1o him.  They had been fo long
about his perfon, riiat they koew his temper,
(perhaps better than wliat he himfelf did)
what ccunfc! would be acceprable to him ;
and thecy wouid not run the hazard of being
turn’d out of piace and removed friom before
him, by advifing to meafures that be might
difbke. Not only fo, but they might have
been fo long habituated to adapt their own in-
clinations to that of the prince with whom
they had grown up, as that harth procced-
ings might pleafe them no lefs than him. We
cannot be furprifed thercfore that they fpake
unto him, faving, thus /balt thou [peak unto
this people. that [pake unto thee faving, thy
Jather made eur yoke heavy, but make theu it
lighter unto us : thus fhalt thou fay unto them,
iy little fivger fhall e thicker than my father's
loins.  And vow whereas my father did lade
sou with an beavy yoke, 1 will add to your
oke s my fatler haty claflifed you with whips,
but I willchaflife youwith foorpions. Rehobo-
am thouzh dddcended from Solomon, had ve-
ry little of Solomon’s wifdom, or he muft have
kown, that fuch an anfwer as this, would
only irfflame the people, and make matters
worfe : but it {o fuited his arbitrary difpefii-
on, that wheo they came to him on the third
day according to appointment, he anfwered
them rcuoebly, forfook the old men’s coun-
{1, aad fpoke o thom after the counddd of

the
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the young men. Tt muft appear frange. that
any one who was not quite a natural fhou.d
commit fuch a horrid blunder, and dream of
bullying with great founding words of vani-
ty a high fpirited people. ftruggling for their
Jiberties, and dctermianed not to {fubmit to
palt hardfhips. But our text tcils vs how it
came about, and wherefore it was thar the
king hearkned not untothe people : he did itnot,
Jor the caufe was from the Lord, that be might
perform bis faying, which the Lord fpake by
Abijab the Shilonite, unto Jeroboam the for
of Nebat. What the Lord fpake by Ahijih
unto Jeroboam, was, that lic would rend the
kingdom and give ten tribes to him. It was
the will and defign of heaven that the ten
tribes fhould be fcperated from Rehoboam,
wherelore it was the. the king hearkned not
unto the pcople. He was left to himfelf, to
a&t a foolifh obftinate part, and 1o follow the
worlt advice, that fo the purpofc of the Molt

Jigh might be aucomphlheu. This 1s the
onlv rational way of acccunting for what
happencd : and thus was it according to the
Latin adage—tnolc whem God means to del-
troy, he firft of ail bereaves of fenfes. Lic-
hoboam being {0 loft 1o common fenfe as to
give the anfwer al ove related, the pecple re-
fented it witha becoming fpirit ; and havirg
nothing gond to hope for, from one wiin

could treat tham thus cavalierly as tho' they
were his bealts of barden, fhould they ent.r
1to furiher treaty with him ; and Lerg con-

fideng
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fident that it was not the will of hesven that
the Lord’s free people fhoeld fubmit to be
enflaved by a tyrant, becanfe he was defcend-
ed from David whom the Lord had avointed
to be king over the tribes of Ifrael, they bad
8 rccoutfc to the unalienable rights of human
nature. declared themielves free and mdepen-
dent, faying, what portion bave we m Dag-
vid ? neither bave we mberstance i the fon
of Fefle: to your tents O Ifraet s mow fee to
thine boufe David. ln the warmth of
their refentmentthey feem to fpeak difrefpe&-
fully of David : but when perfons arechare
ged with cruel treatment, and that after ha-
ving mcant well and honcftly, it is not unu-
fual for them to uter thefe haifh expreffions
thit they would not adopt in cooler moments.
So krael departed unto their tents.  Rehobo-
am was {oon fenfible of his crror ; but in en-
deaveuring to corre& ir, fcllinto anctber that
madc 1.1 affairs fhll worfe. e fent Adoram,
why was over the tribute to treat with them.
The 1ribute we may fuppole was one ground
of complaint ; and Adoram might by his bad
management in that department, have made
himfelf peculiarly obnoxious ; unlefs it was fo,
we can fcarce think that he would have fal-
len a facrifice to thcir rage in fuch a way, for
all Irael floned him with ftones that he died.
Had Rehoboam fent one or more, who had the
love and confidence of the people, and were
pofleticd of prudence, fome good might pefli-
bly have comc of it, and a rcconciliation have

taken
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taken place: but that was notto be, and there.
fore the aggricved were infulted in the com-
mi/foner employed by him. When Adoram
was (toned, Rehoboam perceived that it would
not be fafe for him to remain longer at She-
chem, and theretore made fpeed to mount his
chariot, and fled to Jerufalem. When he
got there, he thought the ten tribes were of
too much confequence to be loft, tho' before,
being far from the feat of government, they
might have been {lighted, and been fpoken of
in diminutive terms by the courtiers ; and he
dctermined upon reducing them to obedi-
ence by arms.  Accordingly be affembled all
the bonfe of Judab, with the tribe of Benja-
min, an bundred and fourfcore theufand chofer
men, who wers warriors, to fight agamf? th,
houfe of Ifrael, to bring the kingdom to Rebo
boamn the fon of dolomon. W hat horrid fcene:
were now likely to commence ! Countrymen,
brethren in blood, brethren in religion, fal-
ling upotr and flaughtering cach other with
the weapons of deftru@ion ! Houfes on fire
Towns in fames ! Women and childres
fhrieking, crying, and flying, without conve
niences, without neceflaries, into woods ano
dens and czves for fafety ! Sons. hicthren, lo-
vers, hufbands, parentsand grand-parents wal-
lowing in blood, and expiring in agonies !
Scenes not to be imagined without fhudder-
ing ! But an infinitely merciful God inter-
dits the whole by a moft timely mecfluge,
The word of God came unto Shemajab the
1N



man of Giod, fying, Jpeak unto ReFoboam the
Jon of Soloman the king of fudub, and unto all
the Loufe of Tudab and Benjamn. and to the
rewmmant of the people, faying thas furth the
Lor. ve fhall not go up, nor fight againft your
brethren tre chudren of Ifrael : return every
man to bis boufe. for this thing is from me.
Did Rehoboams regard to the divine prohi-
bition it fluence him to defift, it was more to
his credit than had he marched againfl and
fubdued the ten tribes; butit is to be appre-
hended,from the tezper he had before thew-
cd, that the authority of the man of God to
deliver fuch a mcflage would have been difpu-
ted by him, had not the Jews thar cleaved to
him been fully convinced of the meflages, being
from the Lord, which at once difarm’d them
of all hoftileintentions againft their brethren,
tho' themfelves accultomed to war. They
bearkned thercfore to the word of the Lord,
and returned to depart according to the werd
of the l.ord. 'Thus | have conlidered there-
volution that commenced at the death of So-
Jomon, and the progrefs of that feparation
from the houfc of David, that the ten tribes
v.cre druve iuto, by the infulting and tyran-
nical conduct of Rehoboam—an cvent of that
naturc and fo circum{tanced, that can be ac-
counted for only upon the principle afligned
by the facred hiftorian—the king bearkned not
anto. the peeple, Jor the caufe was from the
derd.  Ard itis upon that principle alone
that we can rationally account tor the fopera-

43474}



(23 ]

tion that hath rtaken place, between the uni-
ted States of Amcrica and Great- Britsin,
That real friend to America and the rights of
human nature, Dr. Price, was he acq:ainted
with all the anecdotes  to be gained on this
fide the atlantic relative to ovr affuirsinitead of
waording himfelt fo caurioufly ““ T funcy 1 fer,
would not hefitate in faying”, ¢ I fee in thele
meafures fomething that cannot be accounted
for merely by human ignorance”.  He wou'd
ftrike out Lam inclined to think that.and boldly
“ pronounce the hand of providenceis in them,
“ working to bring about fome great ends”.

You muft have applied alrcady much of
the difcour{e ; for we have not.-becen alluding
to things done in fecret ; and you cannot ve
dwellers in the Maflachufetts, and be {tran-
gers to them.  This continent complained of
real gricvances, and humbly petitioned. \Vhat-
cver individuals of uncommon penetration
might with, from forefceing what weuld ne-
ceflurily exilt fooner or later ; the bulk of the
people in cvery State, nct this cxcepted, the
body of the dclegates, would have been fa-
tisied, would have rejoiced, would bave been
happy, had theit requefis been complied
with, No fet of delegites could have infift-
cd upon more wirthnut breaking the urion ot
the colonies.  laftcad of being beard and re-
lieved, the yoke was increafed by frifh ads
cf cruclty, ant new burdens laid upon the
continent. Ouar firlt gricvances were fpoken
f;’f; as it notreal: and as tho' we cnmpi iued

witho.t
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without caufe, it was determined that we
thould have cauvfe for complaining. We had
not been accuftomed to a flate of flavery ;
thercfore could not brook fuch trcatment
without reieniing it.  In the Britith Paria-
ment we were polted up to the world for
poltroons, and . the miniftry promifed them-
{clves a vidtory, over all our rcfolutions to be
free.without any {laughter.  Thecabinect was
in no difpofition to give America any redrdfs.
The king was our iuveterate cnemy, and or-
dered the minifters to perfcvere in the old
plan ; and it was dctermined by the fecret
ruling power to diftrefs us as much as pofii-
ble. This ruler, being the veryelt coward
that human nature caa know”, * no wonder

that
8 Taken oat of a letter from a gentlemanat London te
his fricnd in Virginis, copied and fent over by the
Jare Jofi 1k Quincy, jun. E{q; whofe death was occa-
fioned by his zeal 1o ferve the American caufe, ne
Jefs than if he had been flain in the fiz)d, as appears
fiom the following minntes in his journal—¢¢ [t is a
gvod deal againft my cwa private opinion andinclhi-
nation that I now fuil ‘o America, 1have had nolet-
ter from theucefince they knew of my arcival. 1 know
not what my next letters may contain, Befides, the
fiie feafon is now ccming on here, and Dr. Fother gill
thinks Briflol air and water would g ve me peil &
health.  On theott er hand, my moft intimate triends
{cxc pt Mr. B omfeld) mfik upon my going dircétly
to Boflon. They {y no letters can po with (afery,
and that [ can Jeliver more information and advice
v/va v.ce, than cou'd or onght to bhe wrote.  They
fay my poin now (if 1 arrive f-'f) moft be of great
ndvantage to the American canfe’”, He attempted to
fuive the caufe in 1he way advifed to, notwihftand-
irg the perfonal dang-rs attending it, and loh bis
Iite in the attempt ¢ Let him be numbered therefore
with the herous that have fallcs ia the difpute,
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that he was afraid It we were Filfely afoct-
{ed, and with.d to have the trifli g military
fores we had colle@ed for fuvnc, in cala
mattcrs were brought to an cextremity, de-
ftroyed : inftrutions for doing it were with-
out doubt tranfimitted : blood heing wantonly
dpiltdp attgmptina to €x.cute them, we were
at once plunged into a defenfive war, with the
greatelt power in the worid. what with her
riches, her refources, her alliances, her ar-
mies and navics. When we look back ta
that-important p riod, :nd recolicd that we
cwere  without an army, without money
and without ammunidon,we are amaz. J. 1has
Inftead of being galled to the bouce wiih the
yoke of. flyvery, we arc keeping the anniver-
firy of our independency ! T'he fword beineg
drawn and the ground flained with-the blood
of its mhaoxtams, the people offcred them-
elves.willingly in the canfe of liberty, and
“the colonics united more clofcly. Sull we were
detirous, if poflible, of an accommodati-
on.  Wetherefore pctilioncd agzain, without
rifing in our requells, ouly cn!ux"ﬁg thom
. to take in new  gricvances.  lodaad of huy-
10g them redreflcd, we were adeenied, and
were 10 be treated s sebels. The power ot
Great-Britain was to be eniployed in reduce-
ing us, by firc and {word, by ciniles and na-
viese  This inclined feveral of the coloniesto
with for independeicy = but others would vot
hear of it tho’ it was known that the Biinfls
miniitry meant to employ Indiaus, Canadi
1) aus
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ans and Negroes againft vs, Union way
cflential to our fatety : {fome colonics there-
fore coul dnot be gratified in their defires after
independency, till it was the with of moft
or all. The delufive image of an inclination
on the part of the miniftry to fettle the dif-
ute by treating, with which many m Bri-
tain were amuled, fafcinated cumbers on this
fide the Atlantic: but when it was found that
the commiflion given to the Howes was to
be fupportied by an army of foreign mercena-
ries, a change of fcntiments among the be-
guiled Amecricans conmenced, and the ad-
vocates for independency multiplied greatly,
the meafure being made ablolutely neceffary
in order to fclf-prefirvation.

The dcep laid fcheme for deftroying the
army being difcover'd in a feafonable mo-
ment, remov'd the difficulties fill remaining
in the breafts of fcveral well-affeted to the
caufe and libertics of the continent ; and
brought every colony without excepiion to
unite in declaring for a ftate of indcpenden-
cy, and that they were abfolved from all al-
legiance to the Britith crown, and thatall po-
litical conne&ion between them and the ftate

of Gieat-Britain, was and ought to be torally
di“UIVCdo

A variety of particulars confpire to evi-
dence, that it becomes us to fay of this gteat
event that it was from thc Lerd. The union

of
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of the colonies was marvellous, confidering
the methods taken to hinder it ; that they
had their diftin& interefts, their mutual jea-
loufies, and theit different forms of govern-
ment.  The continuance of that union, not-
withftanding the attempts made to prevent it—
the general unanimity prevailing fucceflively
through the Congrefs—the ready compliance
yiclded to their recommendations and refoluti-
ons thro' the continent—the fuccefles attend-
ing our mi'itary operations—the new modcl-
ling of moft of our governments, that the
people might thereby atiain to the enjoy-
ment of their civil rights, to a degree beyond
what was before known—the derangemert
of the plans concerted by the adhcrents of the
Britifh miniftry in diffcrent colonies—-the re-
volution in peoples fentiments making them
fond of a meafure, that a few months before
they abhorred the thought of—the over-
fizht of king and parliament in negle&ing
conciliatory mealurcs, while there was an
opening for them, tha' urged ftrongly to it by
the wifclt fatefmen in the kingdom—ths
unanimity of the Congrefs on a puint which
fome weeks before would have occafioned a
great divifion—and Lord Howes not arriv-
ing tillindependency had been declared, which
prevented his having the opportunity of divi-
ding the public and of obftru&ing the mea- .
furc by the fubtle arts of ncgociation—Thefe
arc matters fo remarkahle as not to admic cf
our cxc'uding the fpecial influence of heaven,

Lk
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Y et others attach’d to a falfe philofophy,aferibe
the feperaticn of the united States of Ameri-
ca from Great Britain to moral and natural
canfes, without taking into the account the
providential concern of the Moft High in or-
der to the accomplithment of his own divine
purpofe ; but let every religious affembly fay,
the kiag hearkened not unto the pesple, for the
caufe was from the Lord ; this thing 1s from
rad.  And [ hearuly congratulate you upon
ins haviag brought it to pafs, as the only fe
zure way for your continoing free. 1 f{ce not
Lowiris peflible for you to be cvermore de-
condent upon Great-Britain, without being in
+ tare of bondage, and feeling all the horrors
2 aliwvery. [ have not a doubt but that we
are fully authorifed by rcafon and religion for
thus fcperating 3 and am perfuaded thar we
arc juflificd by the difinterefted and impartial
world, May the fpiritof wifllom raturn fpee-
iy o the Brivith oouncils thar o Brivain may
{5 n recover our fricadfhip and ficure cur
conreftion by commercial trearies, ere it jston
vere, andd Lier rein s feaded! Curof this | have
bl hone, antef fhome imporinet event fhau'd
vkt place in Furope, and oblize Britors 1o
berhiok dhromflelven s Tevlior expe@ dhat they
wil Hrain eyery none oo fulaine uss Ard

P s e repiery of the corrdons U mean
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amining his credentials, "and would probably
be ordered into confinement for a madman.
An angel from heaven would Kave lefs atten-
tion paad him, than a threatning exprefs from
a ncighbouring power.  Has not the God of
nature declared again and again his difappro-
bation of their bloody procecdings, by fcat-
tering their floets, ftaying their voyages, dif-
concerting their plans, delivering many of their
(toresinto our hands, and plunging them con-
tnully into greater dithculties. I mighe
enumerate the feveral interpofitions of provi-
dence wherehy  we have been carried fafely
thro’ the firft vear of our independency : but
your time will not permit it, and you can
{~arcz have torpot or be \ignnrant of them.
Notwithitaiding all. the Britith miniftry will
(tul perfit. O whcn-«“l\vcn—-wll(hc ven-
geance of heaven overtake them, by awaken-
ing an injured betrayed nation to avenge
ilelf onfuch treaflonabie rulers !

Bear with me fomewhatlonger, mv honna-
rable hearcrs, for mcihioks | porcoive 10 a
private corn-r, a {ly (‘raf" vand concarlod cree
my, whlfurmn "\ i 1Y M Hx b ) w(': ol.t ,‘n\-
{(.J b'.lt Ulh.{ n\; u\)t ufy ‘.'.»’t.}' \‘:“2‘5 !'.C noag
proceed v the hittorv, and oblerve Y us,
that the feperation of (he tenib s weakin o d
and halkeacd dhe ritn of all ; and may net
the hike he foared with reo: mJ to CGicat-Bri-
tin  and the unitd i‘.ms of Amcrica?
Loanfwer, Tie nila of  CGreat-Br'itaia

wiil
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will probably follow, unlefs prevented in the
manner abovementioned. And tho’ in the
heat of the prefent conteft, and while engrof-
fed in attending to our own fatcty, we can
fcarce find time to pity her ; yet when we
have got through our difficulties, we fhall
bitterly lament her fall, and curfe :*¢ memo-
ries ol thofe who made it abfolutely ;.o flary
for us to give her the mortal wound, :hat fo
we might cfcape with life and liberc.  As
to the united ftates of America, there is no
reafon to fear that it will be with them as it
was with the tetr tribes, do we improve by
their crrors. What led on to their ruin, was,
their choofing anothcr king when they had
rejcéted Rehoboam, and not erc&ing a form
of government that fhould keep out tyranny,
afterthey had caft off the tyrant. They muft
necds call Jeroboam unto the congregation,
and make him king over all lfrael : and he
through jealcufy, left the people by frequent-
irg the worfhip of the Lord God at Jerufa
lem fhould be induced at length to return to
Rchoboam, adopted a policy that made Ifra-
cl to fin, and forfeit the blefling and prote&is
on of hcaven.

But we are not bound to repair to the me-
tropolis of Great Britain that we may do ho-
mage to the Sovercign of the univerfe.  Our
{eperaiion from hercan be no injury to the #

A'ominmt. Should fhe think of denying

cpifeopal ordination to pcrfuns of that per-
{uafion,
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fuaflon, the only endangers her own eftablith-
ment : and confciencious perfons of that com-
munion will foon be able to procure epilco-
pal ordination eclfewhere. . No damage can
enfue to the continent, on the fcore of religi-
on, from its feperation. Nay, we may derive
a benefit from it, even beyond what is enjoy-
ed in Britain, by embracing the prefent happy
moment for eftablithing to all the peaceable
enjoyment of the rights of confcience, while
they approve themfclves good members of
civil fociety, be their religious principles what
they may.

In civil concerns, let usdiveft ourfelves of
that fe!fith partiality and oppreflive t*mper
which have fo difgraced us of late, and be-
nummed thofe patriotic principles which ani-
mated us in the commencement of the pre-
fent noble conteft, turning numbersinto fons
of rapine and extortion that once pafled for
and called themfelves high fons of liberty.
The nature of the times muft unavoidably
make the neceflaries no lefs than the fuper-
fluitics of life much dearer than formerly, {o
that it would be folly to fay, that all that ad-
vance which has taken place has been owing
to oppreflion and extortion. But if men
in this day will not be content with a liveli-
hood, and will make themfelves fortunes, im-
menfe fortunes, out of the diftreflcs of the
people, I fay, let the curfe of heaven fall up-
on their f{ibftance, their unhallowed gains,

tiil
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. till theameare pmvxdemlal]‘y dzrperﬂd amor g
‘the f{uffcrers. "Tis not a cuifc thatis caufe-
lefs.  Says the wifclt of men, be that with-
holdeth corn, the people jlhall curfe bun : but
blcjz'ng Jhall be upon the bead of bim that fe!-
leth it, Prov. 11, 26.—10 ¢srn we may add,
meat, wool. flax, fugar, falt. in a word all the
neceflarv articles ot lite, whether raifed in the
country by the farmer, or broughtin by 1he
merchant or perfons engaged in priv.;tc& ring.
Andl can h"arnly deliver over to fatan. in the
- name ot the people, fuch ommmc withhy!
ders, for the detrucion of their ficth and of
their fubftance, that {o their {pirits may be fa-
ved in the day of .the Lord ]gfue I aim not
_this .fircke at any particular order of men ;
" and have been vexcd at the weaknefsand wick-
ednefs that have appeared in that animofity
which hath exilted betweenthe merchant and
countryman. Fix their proportion, and I wiil
venture to bring as many honeft upright pa-
triotic individuals from the one as from the
other, and as many from each of the oppo-
fite character., But to hear fome talk againft
~trade and merchandife, as though they were
of courfe a nuifance to fociety and the coun-
try could do without them, isan exercife for
patience. Thofe very perfons forget, that
had it not been for trade and merchan-
dife, the country had never becn fertled by
their forefathers, had never been peopled and
cultivated as now, had remained a wilderncfs
and the refidencof Indians. 1hey forode,
that
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that without trade and merchandife we muft
have been enflived, for we could have had
neither arms, nor ammunition, tents, medi-
cincs, and {o on,  Thecountryman fays, and
reraember fir, that if it had not been for the
country you would not have had your men,
your provzﬁan and the likg~—True, my ftriend,
and this thcws that the country and commer-
cial intercft ought not to be contralted to
cach other, that Tor the public gnod and the
well-being of community, providence hath
delignedly joined them together, and what
God hath joined tonethcr let no man put
afunder.

I am greatly miftaken, or before the fword
was drawn, they were both jomcd in one in
whom we are all uniredPand to whom we are
all morc indcbred than to any cne man up-
on the continent 3 I recolic@ myfelf
and name him nor; ‘twould be like hewing
the {un after having deferibed it —Was not
the worthy end honourable Preflident of the
Coagrefs our gwn—a merchant al{o ? Some
of the firft chara&:rsin the cvil and milita-
ry department were merchants or traders ;
and now 1 have faid £ much vpon this head,
1 hope licde more will be faid apon ic hence-
forward but what wiil be healing,

I go on to mention, let us menld the go-
vernments of the refpedive ftrates, and the
reprefentative body of the united, viz. the
Congrels, {0 as nut onlyto exclude kings but

) tyranoy
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tvranny.and as ever to reta’n the fupreme au-
thayi ity in the people, together with the pow-
er, no lefs than the right of calling their de-
legited agents to an account, whether they fit
in theaflimbly, the council, the chair, or the
Cengreds. We are not fighting againft the
rame Gf a k?ng, bur the tLyranmny ; and if we
{ifer that tyranny under anothicr name, we
oty charge our malter without getting rid
i ear flavery. Take heed therefore my
en, and fland falt in that liberty where-
vou have been made free. Let no
fiooteintivideal, let no colle@ive body exale

it above meafure, and affume toitfelf pows
ees that do not belong to ir, and with which
it has nover been entrulted, ncither implicit-
ly wer exprefly. Now is the golden op-
poriunity for Lanifhing tyranny as well as
rovaity out of the American fates. and fend-
irg them back to Eurcpe from whence they
were dnnorted.

I might enlarge, but mutt forbear. Tis
cvpedient and opportune however to men-
tion that wou!ld we have our independency
porpetuated, let us repent of our fins, at-
tend to rligion, and live the doérines of
chriftianity 5 then may we reafopably ex-
pect, that future generations will joyfully
commemorate this anniverfary, ansl that the
rznves of thofe who boldly ftood forthin
the caufc of liberty, and ated a confiftent
aud uniiorm part will be blefled,

My
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My honourable audience, I am as much
tired thh fpeaking, 4s you can be with
hearing me ; but [ muft take a little no-
tice of what frikes the ear of my imagi-
nation, from one opprefled with the diffi-
eulties of the day—if thefe arc the fruits
of mdcpcndcncc, better be deperdent as
before |—My honeft friend, they are not
the fruits of independence, but of Bri-
tain’s attempting to enflave us. They or-
ginate truly and properly from thole we
were before dependent uvpon. Blame them
therefore for all your ditfficulties, and hate
more than cver being brought into bon-
-dage to them. Your difficulties are great,
but don’t miftake the caufe, chirge them
to the real authors. I pity you uuder
them, and recommend it to every man
cafe you of them as far as he is able.
But, my friend, have you cver read the
hittory of your own country wrote by
Mather, if not, you have heard ot ir, et
me recommend it to your perufal, vou
will then find, that your difficuliies .re
vaftly fhort of what your forctathers cn-
dured. And l:t me further tell yeu, thae
I do not recolle@ reading of any poople
fince the crcation that ever frcurca thor
libertics without undergoing far, far m r=
than what we have experienced, | {coor
fancy I fee, a diltant dawning thar in -
cates we are not far from the cid o or
troudles.  But if not, be ot go-d o,

bisi
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the horrors of flavery, af;cr,hﬁ%ﬁ'g”cxﬂhﬁe_-
rated our enemic by [0 animaied and brave
an oppofiton, are mote to be dreaded than
greater difficulties. Lock upon your liule
vnes, the darlings of your foul, and con:
fider what will be their lot' fheuld the
arms. of Britain prevail. Thcy will be for-
ced to cry out, Q that we had been bora
Africans inftcad of Americans! I now Jeave
it with your good fenfs, ard have done, my
friend. I cannot byt hope that the Lord
will fave us for his own names  fakKe.

AMEN! Soletitbs!

ERRATA —— Poceyr fixtizes frevnth bottem for
ur/h;/ TR H},'{/.//:'(,j/. l’;gge ~o thivteen hin~ from he

T p for (J/‘ﬂ'[’t’:f rogdd e,mpgg'd. P;oé& ;2, 1'4“ line IL'
Jogit vead firges,
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The following HY MN from Dr. Wan"T8's
collection, fomewhat altered, was fung upn'
the oceafion,

ATURE with all her pem'rs thsll fing
(.>d the creator and the King ; |
Nor air, nor carth, nor {kics, nor fcas,
Deny the tribute of their praifc.

Bepin to make his glorics known,

Ye feraphs that fit ncar his throne,

Tune your harps high. and Iprcad the found
To the creation’s utmolt bound.

All racrtal things of meaner frame,

Excrt your foree, and own his name ;
\Whillt with our fouls, and with our voice,
We firg his honors and our joys.

To him be ficred all we have,

From the young cradle to the grave ;
Qur lips fhall his loud wonders wll,
And cv'ry word a miracle.

This weftern foil, cur native land,
Liss {:7c in the Almizhty's Liand ;
Our focs of conguct dicam 11 viin,
Wil nc'er fubmit to wear ihe ¢hain,

Raifc moaumental praifzs high,

'To Lim that thunders thro’ the fky,
And with an awful nod or {rown,
Shakes an afpiring tyrant down !
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