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THE
R{SE, PROGRESS, ans COCNCLUSION
OF THE

NORTH AMERICAN REVOLUTION:

[

L ETTER L

Roxbury, April 26, 1776.

{7 OU have been informed of the meafures which the promo-
A ters of independency adopted for the ripening of that
évent ; in the advice which cingrels were prévailed upon 1o give
to the New-Hampfhiré, the South-Carolina, and Virginia
conventions. . ‘ . |
[Jan. 5, 1776.] The New-Hampfhire proviricial corivention
proceeded in their defign, and voted, ** that this corigrefs také up
civil govetiiment in form following~We being authorized
in particular to eftablith fome form of government, provided
that meafure Be recommended by the contineptal congrels, and a
recommendation being tran{mitted—the fudden departure of his
éxcellency John Wentwoith and fevera] of the council leaving
tis deftitute of lcgiﬂatio_gl, 'an‘ci no executive courts being open to
punifi ¢riminal offendérs—thereforé protéfting that we riever
theant to throw off our independence tpori Great-Britain, and
that wé fhall rejoice if fiich a reconciliation, between us and our
parént flaté, can be éffe@ed, as fhall be ipproved by the conti-
nentil congrefs—do refolveé, that the congrefs do affurhe the
name ‘and power of 4 houfe of repreferitatives; that they pro-
ceed to choofe twelve perfons, to be a diftinft branch of the
legiflature, by the name of a council for this colony; and that
1o att fhall be valid unlefs paffed by both branches.” But this
procedure was not usiverfally approved. A memorial and re-

Vou. 11, monftrance
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26 Tur HISTORY or rtun [4 D.1776.

moenllrince of the ficcholders and inhabitants of Portfmonth
was prifented to the conventien fitiing at Eueter, [ Jan. 10.]
It {eis torth, that @ the memorialifts are greatly alavmed, by the
formiton, that they are about to diffolve their exiftence as a
convention and afftine that ot a houfe of reprefentatives, and to
proceed to the eleetion of twelve counfellors, why are to act as
another branch of leg:{lavon for the future government of this
coiony.”  They remonthrate againft the procedure from an
oninion that the 1nhabitants will not generally approve it; and
wifh theretore that the minds of the people may be fully taken
ou fuch a mementous concernment, for that it 1s their mherent
right to know the plan, before adopted and carried into execu-
tion. They {ay alfo, * itamounts to an open declaration of in-
dependency, which we can by no means countenance.” A dif-
fent and proteft was brought into convention, [ Jan. 12.] by
feveral of the reprefentatives ; the purport of it was, * We dif-
fent and proteft againft the prefent plan of taking up govern-
raent for the following tealons—the vote of the continental con-
grefs, countenancing the fame, was obtained by the unwearied
importunity of our delegates there, as appears by their letter ;—
the faid vote does not appear to have been unanimous, but we
have reafon to think otherwife ;—New-York and Virginia
(Which are in fimilar circumftances with us, and are much larger
ahd miore opulent, and we prefume much wifer, and to which
we would pay all due deference) have not attempted any thin of
the kind, roras we' can learn have defired it;—it appears aﬂﬁm-
mg tor fo imall a colony to take the lead in a matter of fo great
fmportatice ;—our conflituents never expetied us to make anew .
form of government, but only to fet the, judicial and executive
wieel in motion ;—it appears to us, too mucl: like fetting up an
independency on the mother country.” The convention },1de
ever proceeded in their plan; but wheiy it was executed, and the ‘
body had aflumed the form of two houfés, they had the confift-
ency to. receive petitions [ Jan. 18.] from the towns of Portsq, -
mouth, Dover, Newington, Rochefter, S¢tratham, North-Hamp-~
ton, Rye, New-Marlet, Kenﬁngto'h,-c}'reenhnd, and part of
Brentwood, againft toking up government in the new effablifhed
form. Both houfes met in the town-houfe, the petitions were
fead, confidered, and fully argued by the council for the petiti- ",
oncrs. It was voted, [ Jan. 27.| thatthe committee write to the
cortinental congrefs, and lay the plan of government taken up
by the coluny before them, and let them know that a number of
members of tlus houle diflented from and protelted againfl the
fame, becanfe of its being fuppofed to hreathe too much of the
{pirit of independency ; and requell to know the judgment of the
congrefs

:ﬁb!w:!.,“!ﬂ,,‘?' :
e

R



4.D.176] AMERICAN REVOLUTION. g

congrefs thereon,  Whatever letter the committee might write
was probably forwarded under cover to one of their own dele-
aces; and by the advice of certain members was not brought be--
?nrc congrefs as a body, til} the day after they had given thewr {anc-
tion o the plan, by admitting upon thetr journals, on the gqth of
February, the credentials of the delegates chofen by the houle ot
rcp:efentativeson January the 23d. v

" "When Mr. S. Adams faw the inftruftions given by the capi-
tal ot New-Hampfhire, he was diffaristied, and feartul, left, if
“that colony took a wrong dtep, it fhould wholly defeat the defign,
he owned, he had, mueh at heart. He liad been alarmed betore
in 1l.¢ beginning of the month, when a motion was made in con-
grels ta this purpofe.— W'hereag. we have been cl.nargcd with
aiming at independen.y, a committee fhall be appointed to ex-

plan to the people at large the principles and grounds of our op- .
polition, &c.” ~ It would not do for Mr. . Adams evidently to
anterefl himfelfin oppofing the motion, though he was apprehen-
five that they fhould get themiclves on dangerous ground; but
fome other delega‘es prevailed fo far as to have the mater pofi-
poned; and yet they could not prevent the afligning of a day to
confider it. Some little time before, he had converfed with an-
other gentleman, probably a Virginia delegate, about a confede-
ration; when they agreed it muft {oon be brought on, and that
if all the colonies would not come into it, 1t had better be done
by thofe that 1a¢clined to it.  Mr. Adams promif-d, he would en-
deavour (o unite the New-England colonies in confederation, if
none of the reft would join in'it: the other approved of it, and
faid, that, if Mr. S. Adams fucceeded, he would caft in his lot
among them. Many of the principal gentlemen i the Mafla-
chufctts have been long urging their delegates at congrafs to
bring forward independency; the more fo, from a perfugfion
that, refiftance unto blood having been once made againf the
governmental meafures, the Britifh fpirit will never be quieted,
with any thing fhort of thofe conceflions and fatisfattions, which
Americans ncever make, General Wafhington has na wifh,
that the congrefs would declare the colonies independent; but
nany other officers, efpecially among the WNew-Englanders, are
defirous of it; though the fituation of their military affairs could
et late aflord them no reafonable encouragement, They have
becn obliged to change their army by a new inliftment under the
mouths of their enemy’s cannon; and while employed in this
operation, had not fg fome time men enough to defend their lines
had the Britifh troops commenced an attack. They had to guard
an extent of better than a dozen miles, with few more troops
than what were in Bofton, Such was the want of jufkets,
‘ | that

I —



@8 Tut HISTORY or tur  [4 D. 1776

that in order to fupply the new inlifted foldiers, they forcibly
detained thofe belonging to the privates whofe time was out,
al;\d who refufed to ferve longer; but act withour paying for
them.

 Gen, Greene wrote from—Profpe@-hill, January 4, 1776.
“ Had the enemy been fully acquainted with our fituation, I
cannot pretend to fay what might have been the confequences.
I this day manned the lines upon this hill, and fecl a degree of
Elea{'ure that I have not felt for feveral days. Our frtuation has
peen critical. 'We have no part of the militia on this hill ; and the
night after the old troops went off, I could not have muftered
{even hundred men, notwithftanding the returns of the new in-
lifted troops amounted to nineteen hundred and upward. Iam
now {trong enough to defend myfelf againft all the force in Bo-
fton.” Gen. Wathington thus exprefFed hmfelf on the firft of
the month: ¢ It is not perhaps in the power of hiftory to fur-
nith a cafe like ours—to maintain a pofl withtn mufket fhot of
the enemy for f{ix months together without——(powder, he
avoided inferting the word, left the letter fhould mifcarry;) and
at the fame time to difband one army and recruit another, within
that diftance of twenty odd Britifh regiments, is more than pro.
b"‘,’})’ was ever attempted.” ' |

~ The conduét of the New-Yorkers not anfwering the defires
of captain Sears, he had for fome time taken up his abode. in
Conneélicut. Being apprehenfive, that general Clinton, who
was preparing to go u‘fon fome expedition witha body of troops,
might pofhbly be deftined for New-York, and confidering of
what importance it was that the city fhould not be peflefied by
him, he came to gen. Walhington, and urged the neceflity of
its being fecured by American forces. But the general could
fparg no troops, every man of them being wanted in the envir-
ons %,f Bofton. Sears propofed that Wafhington fhould write to
gov. Trumbull, preffing him to raife two regiments for the fer-
vice. His application was ftrengthened by a letter of gen. Lee’s,
who wrote to the commander in chief, | Jan. 5.7 « glew-York
muft be fecured, but it will never, } am'afrad, be fecured by
direft order of congrefs ‘or obvious reafons. 1 propofe, that you
fhould detach me i:vo Conneéticut, and lend your name for col-
lefting a body of volunteers. 1am aflured, that I fhall find no
difficulty in aflembling a fufficient number for the purpofe want.
ed. This meafure I think abfolutely neceffary to our falvation ;
and, if it meets with your approbation, the fooner it is entered
upon the better—indeed the delay of a fingle day may be fatal.”
Mr. John Adams being at Watertown with the general court,
gen. Walhington defired his epiuion on Lee’s plan, Mr. John
Adams,
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Adams, in a letter of the next day, [ Jan. 6.] thweﬁ tha}t the
plan was prafticable, expedient, and lay properly within his ex-
cellency’s authority, without further direttions from con-
grefs. He took notice that a body of people on Long-Iiland
were intrenching themfelves, profefledly to.opﬁofe.the Amert-
can fyftem; that there was a body of tories in the city of New-
York waiting only for a force to protet them; and that the
Jerfey troops had been already ordered to that city. The mea.-
fures to be taken being fettled, the difpatches were got ready
and capt. Sears fet off with them, for Connetticut. [ Jan. 8.1
Gov. Trumbull was much pleafed, got the committee of fafet{
togeibies, haftened the bufinefls, and col. Waterbury and col.
Ward’s regiments were raifed and ready to march, by the ime
gen. Lee got to Stamford, within fifty miles of New-York, and
- mnear upon two hundred and fifty miles from Cambridge. Lee
fet off on the 11th; and when at New-Haven, one hundred
and fixty miles diftant, wrote on the 16th to Wafhington, « 1
fhall fend immediately an exprefs to congrefs informing them of
my fituation, and at the fame time conjuring them not to fuf-
fer the accurfed provincial congrefs of New-éork to defeat mea-
{ures {o abfolutely neceffary 10 our falvation.” Many of the New-
York provincial congrefs (if not the majority) were adjudged real
tories, {ome fo deemed might be only tlmidy whigs. By theazd,
~ i;n. Lee had colleéted at Stamford 1200 Cdnnetticut troops. The
ew-York committec of fafety were very averfe to his marching
them 1nto the city, and wrote to him upon the occafion. He ap-
fwered with much prudence, judgment, and refolution : and fent
to the continental congrefs for advice. They direfted him to
Tepair to the city, and appointed three of their members to meet
him there, and advife with him on the meafures proper to be
purfued. He was detained at Stamford with the gout. The
members from congrefs, and col. Waterbury being at%\'ew-York.
gen. Lee direfied capt. Sears to take Waterbury’s regi:nent, and
march it immediately for the city, At King’s-bridge he was met
by a number of citizens, who entreated him to halt, for that the
enemy had declared, that if any troops came in, they would burn
the city. Sears pleaded his orders, and marched ox. When
nearer the city he was applied to afreth, and ftrongly urged to
remain at a diftance from it : he oblerved, that neither the mem.
bers of congrefs, nor col. Waterbury, had fent him any orders ;
he therefore continued his march into the city. The citizens
were 1n the utmoft confufion. expefting the enemy would exe-
gute their threats, but they refrained. [ Feb. 4.% Gen. Lee came
on when able ; and arrived at New-York in lels than two hours
ptter gen, Clinton arrived at the Hook, in the Mercury, toge-
| ther
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ther with a tranfport brig. -Their arrival threw the city into {uch
a convulfion as it never knew before. Though it was the Sab.
bath the inhabitants were engeged in moving away their effects
the whole day, and continued 1t all night, Gen. Clinton failed
from Bofton on the 1qth, with a number of grenadiers and light
infantry, as fuppofed tor Virginia. He touched at the Hook,
probably to confult gov. Tryon, and fee whether any thing effec-
tual could be done to firengthen the Britith intereft in New - Yok,
After afhort tamiance, he proceeded to ithe fouthward.  Gen,
Lee, upon lus arnival, gave out, “ If the men of war fet one
houfe on fire n confequence ot my coming, [ will chain a hun.
dred of their friends together by the neck, and make the hoife
their funeral pile.”  He would in all likelihood, have retaliated
in fome formidable manner, While Clinton remained at the
Hook, various works were eretted for the defence of the city.,
Nine days before Lis arrival, on the 26th of January, and a week
after hus feiling, care was taken to fend over to Long-Ifland {e-
ven hundred ot the Jerfey militia, and three hundred of the Jer-
fey regulars, to difarm thofe perfons in Quecn’s county who op-
pefed American hiberty, and 1o fecure their leaders, which was
accomplifaed. |
The congrefs, receiving information of the difaffeftion of the
inlibitants of Tryon county, refolved upon difarming them, and
providing for the tuture tranquility of thofe partis.  They com.-
mitted the bufinefs to gen. Schuyler. The gcncral having no
troops at Albany to carry into execution their refolutions, was
under the neceflity of communicating his bufinefs to the fub.com.
mittee of the county, after haying adminiltered an oath of fecre-
cy. They contrived to call upon 700 militia: but fo great was
the zeal of the people, and they followed in fuch numbers (al-
though the weather was co'd in th extreme) that by the time he
reached Caghnawaga, he had near gooo men, including goo of
the Tryon county militia, [Jan. 16.] On Tuelday the 16th,
the general marched to Scheneétady ; and in the evening, a de-
utation from the Mohawk Indians delivered hin a fpeech in a
£aught tone, evidently calculated to prevent his proceeding tg
Sir John Johnfon’s, who was thought, or knawn to be making
military preparations. Schuyler, in his anfwer told them, that he
had full proof, that many people in Johnftown, and the neigh-
- bourhood thereof, had for a confiderable time paﬂ. made piepa-
rations to carry into exccution the wicked defign of the king’s
evil counfellors, and added, * We have no objection, nay, we
wifh that you and your warriors fhould be prefent to hear what
we fhall propofe to Sir John, and the people in and about Johnf-

town,
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town, who are our enemics.  But we beg of you to tell your
warriors, that although we have no quarre] wirh them, yet it we
fhonld be under the difagrecable neceflity of fighiing wia oae
enemies, and vour warriors [honld join them and fight againdt us,
that we will repel force by force.”” They replied and fud, ** Broter
Schirvler, the great man, attend.  Every thing that has been [l
to us, brother, has been perfeétly agreeable to us, &e.” A let-
ter was fent to Sir John John{on, requeiting a meetiag with hin
the next day, and atluring him, that he and {uch perfons whon
he might choofe to attend him, faould pafs (afe and umoleltel o
the place where he might meet him, and from thence b‘ack to
the place of his abode.  Sir John accordingly met gen. Schiy-
ler about fixteen miles beyond Scheneétady, accompanied by {oine
of the leading Scotchmen, ant two or three others, when FUE
pofals were made to him: he besged time to anfwer untl ihe
next evening, to which Scauyler confented. [ Jain. 18.] On
Thurfday the general approached within four milesof Johultown,
Sir John fent out anfwers to the propofuls of the preceding day,
which not being fatisfaltory, the general determined to march his
troops to Johnfon-hall, without dclay : but gave Sir John till
twelve at night, to réconfider the matter, afier which he would
teceive no propofals. At twelve an anfwer came from Sir John,
in behalf of himfelf, ‘the inhabitants ot Kingfhorough, and tha
neighbourhdod adjacent,” It was agreed to deliver up all ¢cannon,
arms, and military flores whatfoever, that to his knowledge werg
in the county, a few favorite family arms excepted :—ithat ‘Sjr
John, having given his parole of honor not to take up arms 2zaing
America, fhall confine himfelf 1o cerain limits :—that the Scosch
inhabitanifs fhall {urrender their 2rms, and the general may take
arH/ fix prifoners from among them as he choofes; without re-
filtarice, to be tréated however with humanity, and with all dug
deference to rank :—that the inhabitants (hall give up their arms,,
and enter 1nto like engagetents with the Scotch inhabitants :—
and that ‘all the men referred to in the above articles fhall be P24
radedat Johnflown on Siturday at twelve o'clock, and ground
their arms in the prefence of fuch troops as the general may ap-
pont.. Thefe terms were-agreed to, and on the next day gene-
ral Schiuyler marched to - Johnftown. [Jan. 20.] On Satarday
be drew up his men in the fireet; and the highlanders, between
two and three hundred, marched to the front, where they ground.
ed their arms,  Thele fecured, the gencral difmiffed them with
an cxhortation, pointing out the only condué which could infure
thpm protettion. In'the evening he returned to Cagnuage, leav-
ing col. Herkimer and the committee of Tryon county to receive
the-arms of the remainder, and to fix on fix of the principal lead-

. | cle
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ers to fand to him.  He sxpefted that the whole difarmed, or to
L= dijarmed, weuld amoarnt toabove fix hondred.  Gen. Schuy.
ler’s condu‘t was highly avproved by congrefs ; and thofe who
& companied nim in the expedition were praifed for their patrio-
sw fervices, o

Tae following detached articles of inteli'gence muft no: be
omitted. 1o the firft weel tn January, gov. %’rankliu's difpatch.
es for the min‘fivv were feized by lord Stitling's troops and fent
to Congrefs.  Ahout the middle of the mon:ly, the Jerfey men
defcried atreniport at fea. They procured feveral Loats, and
faiied in queft of ker with four days provifion. Lord Stirling
commanded. Upon their coming up and alotig fide of her, fhe
was taken withoat any refiftance, for the failors fwore they would
not fight for coramoz wages. The Americans are making falt-
petre all ovet the cuntinent, from New-Hampthire te Virginia
inclufively. o

Let us return to the neighbourtivud of Boflod,

[Feb. 8.] Major Knowlton was difpatched wiih a hundred
men to make an incurfion into Charleftowri, gdd bura a nume
ber of houfes, that they inight be no longer of {ervice to the ene.
my. He crofled the mill-dam upon the 1ce, bitween Cobble-hill
and Bunker’s-hill ; and immediately proceeded down the firest
on the wefterly fide of the latt hill, and deftroyed about ten hou.
fes, and brought off a {ew mufkets. He performed the whol¢
in lefs than an hour, without the lofs of a fingle man killed or
wounded, though the Britifi garrifon kept up a confiierable fire
of mufketry from Bunker’s-nill. This expedition cunfornded
the amufement carrying on in Bofton, at the fante inftaiit, |

The Briufh foldiers were much afflited with ficknals and the
{curvy, occafioned by the wat of vegetables and frefh provifions,
notwithftariding the powerful exertions made at home to throw
~ in fupplies. Mary of the veflels, which were loaded in England
with live ftock, vegetables and porter, had been either taken on
the coafl of America, or blown off to the Weft.Irdies, by the
fevere north-weft winds, which ufually prevail during the winter
shonths. Out of 40 fail of tranfports only eight had arrived. None
' of thefe things however hindered the ofhicers from aniufing them.
felves, 2l they could, in the prefent fituation. They had theiy
Lalis and theatre, that fo they might forget themfelves, while
fcemingly forgotten by their native country. It fo happened that
they had finilhed attending the Bufy Body; and the {cenes were
changed, that the farce of the Blnckade of Bofton, faid to be writ-
ten by gen. Burgoyne, might be performed. The figure defign.
ed for gen. Wafgington had juft made his appearance (as we are
told) upon the ftage, with a large wig and long rufly {word, t;:;

ge
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gether with lis ovderly fergeant, who had on ,h.f“' fhoulder a rn'ﬂy
gun feven feet long; now it was, that one of the regular fer.
geants came running on the flage, threw down lus l)a)'m‘l‘qt.‘ and
called out luftily, ** theY ankees are attacking Bunker's-hill, 1 hey,
who were unacquainted with the farce, thm};rht that this was a
part of it, but when gen. Howe cried out, officers to your aldrm
pots, inltead of mirth and laughiug, there was {hricking, crying,
fainting, &, | , e |

The 1nhabitants of the town have been fupplied with frefh pro-
vifions once in a while from Nova-Scotia, - Within two days of
the above affair, a floop arrived with beef, poultry and hay i the
hav fold for a guinea a !wqdrcd weight, the beet tor one an.d
fixpence the pound, geele nine fhillings a picce, and other arti-
cles proportionably, 1 ﬂ'erlmg‘ money. . .

There was fuch a continued backwardnefs in the Americans to
ferve in the army, that gen. Walhington was more and more
eonvinced, that it could never be raifed to the new cﬂablzlhn‘)cm
by voluntary inliftments. [ Jan. 18.] Such was its prelent ine-
yuality to capital operations, that it was unamimoufly agreed in
2 council of war, to requett thirtcen regiments 'ot.mxhua to be at
Cambridge by the firft of February, and to remain if wanted to
the laft of March, that fo a vigorous attempt might be made on
the army at Bofton; if praéticable. The news of the unfluccels.
ful attempt upon %uebe’c, and general Miontgomery’s death [ Jan,
541% was publicly known not only in the American quarters, but
at Bofton. Let me give you an account of the ficge duwn t0
the latel intelligence from thence.

The garrifon of Quebec, when gen, Montgomery appeared
Before 1t, confifled of col. Maclean’s mnen, a lundred and feven.
ty ; a company of the feventh reyiment, fixty ; marines, forty ;
militia, about eight bundred ; and {camen, belonging to the king's
frigates and to the merchant fhips which wintered in the harbour,
four hundred and fifty; in all, fifteen hundred and twenty, The
general was at the head of upwai¢ of eight hundred men™ only ;
fo fmall was the force he breugh: wun him, after leaving a corps
at Montreal ; and fo much wus Arold’s detachment reduced, by
the return of col. Enos’s divifion and other unfavorable circum-
ftance. Thus you fee the befiegers were little more than half
the garrifon.  Upon his appearing before the city he fent for-
ward a flag of truce wiich was fired upon by order of Sir Guy
Carleton ; [Dec. 6, 17;;. | at this gen, Montgo. 1~ was o pro-
voked, that the next day he wrote to Sir Guy a leter, in which
e departed fromi the common mode ot conveying his fentiments ;

* General Muntgomery's Jetter of December 18.
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ard made ofe of threatsand langnsge that e would otherwife have
rohabiy declined.  Notwithftanding the saciemency of the fea-
%bn he fit about ere@ing ~vero 3 His bateries were compofed
of fnow and water, which foou vecame folil ice. He planted on
them five picces of Gednance, tvelve and nine paunnders, with one
howiizer; but the artillery was madequate, and mwade no imprel-
fion ; it was therefore {foon :n ceuiercpiation to dorm the city,
[Dec. 16.] A council was held by ill the commanding officers
of col. Arnold’s detachn:ent 1n the evening ; and a large majo-
yity was for florming the garrifon, as {eon as the men were pro-
vided with bayonets, fpears, hatchets, and hand granades.  In a
few days feveral of the men were ill of the fmall-pox ; thofe who
were well and fit for fervice were ordered to wear hemlock {prigs
m their hats, to diftinguifh them in the attack upon the works,
[Dec. 201“ Col. Arnold’s detachment paraded 1 the cveninﬁ,
at capt. Morgan’s quarters, when gen. Mecntgomery attended,
and addreflfed them on the fubjeét of an aflault on Quebec, ina
fenfible fpirited manner. The {cheme of ftorming was wholly
the general’s, who, in the council of war on the occalion, fhow-
ed the neceflity, praflicability, and importance ol it, in fuch a
clear and convincing manner, that they were all agreed and full
in the meafure. But he was forced into the {fcheme fiom this
circumftance, that a part of his finall army had to ferve no longer
than to the end of the year, and three companies of Arnold’s %e- |
tachment werc unecafy, and were determined to return home. His
army did not now exceed eight hundred fick and well ; only feven
hundred and thirty were fit for duty *. The attempt had the appear-
ance of raflinefs ; but the general was per{uaded that men, who
had tehaved fo well, would follow him, and that many of Sir
Guy Carleton’s forces would not fight, when attual fervice con:-
menced. The general in his difpatches wrote, [Dec. 26.] «“ 1
have {o carly. reported to you my determination to return home,

I take it for pranted mealures are taken to fupply my place.
Should not aby body arrive, I muft conclude congrefs mean to
Jcave the management of aflairs in gen. Woofter’shands, (Wool-
ter was at Montreal.) If this bufinefs fhould terminate in a Llock-
ade, I fhall think myfclf at liberty to return. However if poffi
ble, I fhall firft make an eflort for the reduttion of the town. 1
had reafon to believe, when I wicte lalt. (be troops well inclined
fir a coup de main. T have fince dilcovered, that three compa-
nies of col. Arnold’s detachment are aveife.  They are within a
tew days of being free from their engagements: I muft try every
meafure to prevent thar departure.” [Dec, #7.] The next day

Dr. Linn’s letter to ma
at
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at evening the troops affembled by his order, with defign to make
an attack, and were about to march, when a .fre{h order came f‘ur
their returning to quarters— the weather being thought Hot pro-
per. Several men deferting to the enemy, the ggnc__ral was 1n-
duced to alter his plan, fo that no part of 1t tranfpired to the be-
fieged. [Dec. go.] The weather being florny, and the ladderf
being ready, the troops were ordered to parade at two o’clock the
next mormng. . , |
[ Dec. 31.51 The troops affemble at the time appointcd—they
that are to make the attack by the way of Cape Diamond,
at the general’s quarters on the heights of Abraham, and arc head-
ed by the general—they that are to make the attack through the
fuburbs of St. Roe, at tbe guard-houfe in St. Roe, and are head-
ed by col. Arnold. The divifion under Montgomerv coniiits of
the 1ft, od, 3d and 4th battalions of he New-York troops, and
part of col. Eafton’s regiment ; but of about two hundred men
only. The divifion under Arnold is made up out of the two bat-
talions detached from Cambridge, and amount to about three
hundred. Col. Livingfton, with a regiment of one hundred and
fixty Canadians, and major Brown with part of a regiment ot
Maffachufetts troops, are to make a falfe attack upon the walls
to the fouthward of St. Jobn’s gate, and in the mean time to fet
fire to the gate with the combui%ibles prepared for that purpofe.
The colonel 1s alfo to give the fignals for the combination of at-
tack, which 1s to begin exaltly at five o’clock. [It is faid, that
capt. Frazer of the emigrants, then on picket, going his rounds,
faw the rockets fired oﬂb as fignals, and tlx?om his knowledge of the
fervice, forming a conjeflure of what would happen, beat to
arms without orders, and fo prepared the garrifon for defence.
The diffcrent routes the aflailing bodies have to make, the depth
of the fnow, and other obftacles, prevent the execution of Li-
vingfton’s command. The general moves with his divifion, at-
tended by a number of carpenters, to the pickets at Cape Dia-
mond.s Thefe are foon cut with the faws, and the gencral pulls
them down with his own hands. He enters with kis aid de camp
Mr. M‘Pherfon, Mr. Antill the engincer, capt. Checfeman, and
the carpenters.  As they are entering, their guides forfake them ;
which alarms the general and other officers, who arc unacquaint-
ed with the pafs and fituation of the encmy’s artillery. They
however prefs on. The general obferving that the troops do not
follow with {pirit, calls out * Fie ! for thame! fhali the Nesw-
York troops defert the caufe in the critical morent ? Will you
not follow when your general leads ? Puth on brave boys, Que-
bec i1s ours,” A’ few aft with refolution, advance, and attack
the guard houfe, -vhen the enemy give a difcharge of grape fhot
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from their cannon, and of fmall arms ; which occafions the fall
oi the general, his aid de camp, capt. Cheefeman, and otaers,
The firing trom the guard houle ceafes, by the enemy’s quitiing
their polt, and ' the opportunity offers fo: the alfailants to pui
torward with fuccels. But the deputy quarter mafler general
Camptell, with the rank of a colonel, allumes the cominand §
and o being equal to the {pecial fervice of the moment, unhap,
pily orders a reneat, which takes place, and the wounded are
carried oft 1o the camp, | o |
We now come to col. Arnold’s divifion, which is ordered to
procecd in the following manner, viz. a licutenant and thirty
me: are to march in front as an advanced guard ; then the are
tillery company with a field piece mounted on a fled ; afier tha

the main body, of which capt. Morgan's company is firlt, The

advanced party is to open, when near the battery railed upon 3
wharf, which the affailants are obliged to attack in their way;
and when the ficld piece has given thern a fhot or two, the ad.
vauced party are to rufh forward with the ladders, and force the
battery, while capt. Morgan’s company are to march round the
whart, if poflible, on thc ice. But the fnow being deep, the
piece of artillery is brought on very flowly, and is finally obliged
to be left behind. The'main body alfo are led wrong, There
1s no road, the way 1s dark and intricate, among ftores, houfes,
boats and wharfs; and they are harafled at the {ame time with &
conitant fire of the encmy from the walls, which kills and
wounds numbers, without their being able in the leaft to annoy
themi,  The field piece not coming up, the advanced party witz
capt. Morgan’s company attack the battery, fome firing into the
port-holes, or kind of embrafures, while others {cale the battery
with ladders and immediately take pofleflion of it and of the
vard confifling of thirty men. This attack is executed with
%uch difpatch, that the ¢nemy di{charge only one of their can:
non. One or two men are loft on each fide. Coljonel Arnold
receives a wound in one of his legs with a mufket ball, and is cars
ried to the general bofpital.  \Vhen the prifoners are taken care
of, and a few men cotne up (which is in about half an hour) the
men attempt the next barrier, but cannot force it as the main
body is fome time before it can arrive, occalioned by the befores
mentioned obftaclcs. The enemy moreover, having the oppors
tunity, from the retreat of Montgomery's divifion-atter his fall,
turn their whole force and attention upon this, fo that before it
can attempt the fecond barrier, the affailed get fuch a number
of men behind the barrier and in the houfes, that the, aflailants
are furrounded with a fire from treble their umber, and find 1t
impolflible to force it, the former being under cover, whillc the
atter
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Jatter are quite expofed: here they lofe fome brave officers and
men. hat adds to their embarrailment, they fail ot being aid-
ed by a company of their comrades, who were quartc(ed on the
north fide of the river St. Charles, and not having notice in {ea-
fon, in endeavouring to join the main body, are [yrprifed and
mollly taken prifoners, by a party, who make a {ortie through
palace gate. They who are near the fecond barrier, at length
take poileflion of fome houfes, and from them keep up a conitant
fire for fome time; but as the party, which falbed aut of pa-.
lace gate, comes upon the rear of the aflailants, and.thp-number
of thele is greatly leffened by killed and wotnded, it is thought
beft to retreat to the firft battery.  This they do with the greateft
art of their men, where, upon a confultation of officers. prefent,
t is the unanimous opinion, that a further retreat 18 impracticar
ble. They maintain their ground till ten o’clock, and all hope of
relief being over, are at laft obliged to furrender prifoners of war,
with great reluttance. | _ o
By the beft account that can be obtained at prefent, they have
loft in killed and wounded about a hundred—one captain and
two lieutenants killed—col.” Amold, two captains, two lieute-
nants, and a brigade major, wounded. The lofs of the gene-
ral’s divifion is, the general, his aid, capt. Cheefeman, and half
a {core privates killcﬁ, befide the wounded. T hzdseneral wa
{hot through both his thighs and his head. His body was taken
up the mext day: an elegant cathn wawmpared, and he was
decently interred the Thurlday after, - We are told, that whey
his body was taken up his features were not in the leaft diftorted,
but his countenance appeared regular, ferene and placid—Ilike
the fou] that had lately animated 1t, Tha general was tall - and
flender, well ‘lunbed, of ealy, graceful and manly addrefs.~—
He had the voluntary love, efteem and confidence of the whole
army. He was of a good tamily in Ireland, and ferved with res
putation 1in the late war with France. His excellent qualities
and difpofition procured him an uacommon fhare of private af,
fection=his abilities, of public eflteem. His death-is cprifidered
34 a greater lofs to the American caufe, than all the others with
which it was a¢companied, - S

~ When the continental troops had collefted after the unfucesfs:
ful agtack on Quebec, there was adifpute who thould coramand,
and whether it was advifable to raife the fiege, or tarry until a
reintorcement {hould arrive. A council of war agreed, that
col. Arnold thould command, and fhould continue the fiege, or
rrather the blockade, which was accordingly done, apparently at
mo {mall rifk, as they had not many more than four hundred
men fit for duty, But they retired about three miles from the
| city,
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city, and pofted themfelves advantageoufly*. After mentioning,
that the prifoners made in the attempt to furprife Montreal have
been fent to Great-Britain, and col. Allen in irons, let us return
to Bofton and its environs. -
. (;Feb. 14.] About four in ‘the morning, a party from the
‘caftle-under col. Leflie joined another, amounting to about five
‘hundred, fent over the ice to Dorchefter Neck by gen. Howe,
They burnt about half a dozen houfes ; but the general’s {cheme
failed. He had been up the whole night, getting ready for an
attack’ with a large body of troops. He expetted, that the
burning of the houles would occafion {uch an alarm, as to put
the American ofhcers upon fending from Roxbuty lines 2 large
zeinforcement, and- thereby giving him an advantageous oppor-
sunity of attacking them ;- but at day break, he found their mep
as ufual at their alarm pofts, fo that he declined it. The ftrength
of the ice having been tried in one place, ‘and the froft continu.
ing, general V\ﬁafhington was defirous of embracing the feafon
for pafling over it, from Cambridge fide into Bofton. He laid
before a council of war [Feb. 16.] the following queftion : “ A
firoke well aimed at this critical junéture, may put a final perind
to the war, and réftore peace and tranquillity fo much to be
withed for, and-therefdre whether, part of Cambridge and Rox.
bury bays being frozén over, a general affault fhould not he
made on Bofton ¥ General Ward oppofed the idea, faying,
* The attack muft be made with a view of bringmg on an en-
gagement, or of driving the enemy out of Bofton, and either
end” will be anfwered ‘much better by poflefling Dorchefter
heights.””  General Gates was alfo againft it. The commander
in chief was evidently-for it: He did not appear enough' fenfi:
ble of the importance-of Dorchefter heights ; and probably con.
fided too much in the courage and perfeveranze of the continen-
taltroops and militia. - When the votes were called for, the ma:
jority were againft the attack. “The commander in chief could
not-refrain from fhowing that the was greatly diffatisfied.” But
anegative being put on the queftion, ‘the next point to be confi
dered was, whether they fhould poffefs themfelves of Dorcheftet
heights, witha view of drawing the ‘enemy out. This wds
agreed upon ; and the conduéting of the bufinefs was left wholly to
general Ward, who with generals Thomas and Spencer, com-
gnanded bn that quarter. ‘They had been for fome time colleét:
g fafcines, gabions, &c. unknown to general Wathington,
n expeflation that the fame would be wanted for this purpole.

_ * Celonel Mcig’s manuferijts, and Dr Linn’s lettcr, have furnifhed
Mot of theavove particuiars
. I'le
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Had they not praétifed fuch forefight, itis to be much dou})ted
whether they could have been in fufficient forwardnefs. The
;nilitia, which were called for from the New-England colonies
toaflift in fome grand operation meant to be undertaken between
the firlt of February and the end of Ma-rc.l.l, colletted apace ; bus
the want of arms was prodigious. Every thing was carried on with
the utmoft expedition ; that {o the heights might be occupied as
foon aspoflible. The defign was no fecret, and many were fear-
ful, that general Howe would fecure them before the Americans
—but he could not fpare a fufficient force for the purpofe. thonly

fo, but there was neither water nor covering upon the heights ;
“and had a corps been employed by him to gain the pofleflion of
them, it would have been in danger of being {urrounded, of hav-
ing its communication cut off, and of being obliged to furrender
in lefs than twenty-four hours, through the feverity of the
weather.

[Feb. 26.] The Americans had got forty-five batteaus, each
to carry eighty men, and two floating batteries, ftationed =t the
mouth of Cambridge river ; by the help of thefe, they meant to
rufh into the weft of Bofton, fhould the enemy make a ferious
- affair of Dorchefter. A council of war. was called to fix the
time for going upon the heights. The quarter mafter general,
colonel Miftlin, was fummoned to the council for the firft
ume. He went prepoflefled in favor of the night of March
the fourth, a friend having reminded him, that probably the
ation would be the nextday ; and that it would have a wonders
ful effect upon the {pirits of the New-Englanders, to tell them
when about engaging—** rementber the fifth of March, and a
venge yourfelves for the maflacre at Bofton.” When required
to give his opinion, he {pake in favour of the aforementioned
night, and fupported it in oppofition to the contrary fentiment
of general Gates, who for fome reafons deemed it an impropee
time. After a debate, it was carried for that night by a majority
of one. It was concluded, that feveral regiments of militia from,
the .ieighbouring towns, fhould march in, and do duty for a few
days on the lines of Dorchefter and Roxbury. Among other
preparations which had been making againft the day og aftion,
the doftors, furgeons, mates, &c. ha§ been preparing two thou.
fand bandages for broken legs, arms, and dangerous wounds.—
Though th's eircumftance was well known in camp, the men
did not appear daunted at the idea of the horrid carnage it im.
parted. There was a fpirit of animation among them, intimat-
ing a ﬁron% defire of coming to blows with the enemy. To con-
ceal the defign of the Americans, and to divert the enemy’s at-
tention, a very heavy fervice of caunon and mortars began ]to
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lay upon the town, between ten and eleven, on Saturday night,
FN{arch e, ] from Cobble-hill, Lechmere’s-point, and famb’s,
dam, a fortified battery at Roxbury. The firing was continued
all that, and the two {ucceeding nights. The firft night, two
feven inch, and one ten inch, and the congre/s mortar burft; the
laft after firing twice or thrice. Till the Saturday night, the
enemy did not believe that the continentals had {> many war.
like inftruments.  But Mr. Henrv Knox, who was unanimouft
elefied by congrefs colonel of the regiment of artillery the 1;th
of laft November, had becn to Tyconderoga, and brought from
thence and Crown Point, acrofs the lakes, while frozen fufRci-
ent to bear cannons, mortars and howitzers, to the number of
fifty and better. Shells, &c. they had got from the king's flore
at New-York, and out of the ordnance brig. The cannonade
and bombardment did little damage, only fhattered fome houfes
and hurt a few {oldiers. o |

" [March 4.] All things being readv ot the Monday ; as foon
as the evening admits, the expedition goes forward. The co.
vering party of 8oomen lead the way ; then come the carts with
the intren hing tools; after them the main working body of
about 1200 under general Thomas : a train of more than 300
caris, loaded with ?afcines, hay in bundles of 7 or 8oo weight,
&c. clofe the martial proceflion. The bundles of hay are de.
figned for Dorchefter neck, which is very low, and expofed to
be raked by the enemy ; and are to be laid on the fide next to
them, to cover the Americans in paffing and repaffing. Every
man knows his place and bufinefs. The covering party, when
upon the ground, divides; half goes 1o the point neareft to Bofu
ton, the other to that next to the caftle. Al poffible filence is
obferved. But there is no occafion to otder the whips to be
taken from the waggoners, left their impatience, and the diffical-
ty of the roads fhould induce them to make ufe of them, and oc<
cafion an alarm #, The whips ufed by the drivers of thefe ox«
earts, are not formed for making muc noife, and can give no
alarm at a diflance. The men in driving their oxen commonly
make moft noife with their voices ; and now a regard to their
own fafety diflates to them, to fpeakto their cattle, as they move
on, .n a whifpering note. There are no bad roads to require aa
exertion ; for the froft having been of long contimuance, they
are fo hard frozen, as to be quite good. The wind lies {o as to
carry what noife cannot be avoided by driving the ftakes and
picking againit the ground, (ftill trozen above eighteen inches

“ Cee the Marquis de Chaltellux’s traves 1n Nosth-Americs, vol. ii.
B 2780 decp
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decp in many places) into the harbour between the town and the

‘caflle, fo thatit cannot be heard and regarded by any who have

no fulpicion of what is carrving on, efpecially as there is a con-
tinued cannonade on both fides. Many of the carts make three
trips, fome four ; for a vaft quantity of materials has l3een col-
letted, efpecially chandeliers and fafcines. By ten oglock at
night the troops have raifed two forts, vne upon each hill, fufh-
cient to defend them from f{mall arms and grape fhot. ‘The
night is remarkably mild, a finer for working could not have

beep feleéted out of the three hundred and fixty-five. Thev

cofitinue working with the utmoft fpirit, till relieved the Tucf-
day morning [March 5.] about three. It is {o hazy below the
heights, that the men cannot be feen, though 1t is a brij it moon-
light night above on the hills. It is fome time after day break
before the minifterialifts in Bofton can clearly difcern the new
erefted forts. They loom to great advantage, and are thought
to be much larger than is really the cafe. General pre 15 afto-
nifhed upon feeing what has been done ; fcratches his head, and
is heard to fay, * I know not what I fhall do; the rebels have
done more in one night, than my whole army would have done
in months.” The admiral informs him, that if the Americans
poflels thofc heights, he cannot keep one of his majelty’s thips
in the harbour. A council of war determines to attempt dif-
lodging them.

éeneral Wathington has fettled his plan of defence and of-
fence. Bofton is fo furrounded on every land fide by neiglhibour-
ing hills, that nothing can take place on the wharfs ot next to
the water, but it may be noted by the help of glaffes. Proper
fignals having been agreed on, by means of the gills, which are
in view one of another, intelligence can be conveyed initantly
from Dorchefter heights to Roxbury, and from Roxbury to
Cambridge, and fo the reverfe. This mode of communicatin
information is the fpeedieft and fafelt. General Wathington's
plan is, in cafle any number of the encmy lcave Bolton to at-
tack the heights and are defeated, to communicate fuch defeat
by the proper fignal, when 4000 provincia's are to crofs over
from Cambridge fide, and attempt the town in the confufion
that the regulars wiil be under. The boats are prepared, and
the men paraded ready to embark. General Suliivan com.
mands the firft divifion, and general Greene the fecond.  Gen,
Heath objetted to the command when offered, and remains in
¥erfe& fafety with the troops leit in Cambridge. The whole
orce which the commander in chief now hus, mcluding all the
militia, is not much fhort of 20,0z0.
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Allis hurry and buftle in Boflon. General [owe nrders the
Tadders in town to be cut to ten feet lengths, that they may be
fit for fcaling, A large body of tioops are 10 embark on brrard
the traniports, and o procced dewn the harbour, with a' view
of landing in thie hollow between the £ uthedt of the two ferched
hils and the caftle. The men are eaierved by orne, at vhole
door ticy are drawn up before embarking, to look in - geiwral,

ale and dcjc(z}cd : ancfare heard to fay, * It will be another
%unkcr’s-hx”uffai'r, or worle"~they have adopted the provailing
miflake of Bunker's for Breed's-hill.  Some fhow grear refu.
fution, and boaft of what they will do wich the rebels. When
thefe troops, amounting to about 2000, and defigned to be under
the command of ford Peicy, ave upon the wharfs, and pafhing
in the boaws to the tranfports, the Americans expett they are in.
tended for an immediate attack, clap their hands for joy, and
with them to come on.  General Wathington happens at that
inftant to be on one of the heights ; thinks with lus men ; and
favs to thofe who are at hand,—* Remember 1t 1s the fifth of
March, 251 avenge the death of your brethren.” It 1s inftant.
by ciked by tuch as are not near enough to hear,—* What fays
the general ?” Tlis words are given v anfwer. Fhey fly from
gan to man through all the troops upon the {pot, and add fucl
to the martal fire alreAly kindled, and burnfng with uncommon
intenfenels.  The furrounding hills and elevations about Bofton,
affording a feeure view of the ground on which the contending
parties a. : espetted to engage, are aitve with the numerous {pec-
tators that throng them. A more intercfling and bloody {cenc is
apprehiended to be juft upon commencing, than what prefented
at Charleflows:.  They wait, as do the roops, officers and pri-
vates, the morning through ; and ull rer info the afternoon,
when they are convinced of the tide’s being fo far ebbed, that no
attack can be made by general Howe en the Tuclday, which in.
decd is not las inteation, for he 1s preparing to do it or the

Vednefday.,  The tranfports go down in the evening towurd
the caltle, a fivating battery is allo towed down, bt the wind is
unfavorable, and befere they reach thar deftination Llows up
frefh, and forces three of the velfels athore on Governor’s lﬂmu}
A Rorm fucceeds at night, fuch as few remember ever 10 have
Leovd s and toward moruing it rains exceively hard,

(March 6.7 The defign of general Howe was hereby fral
irated, wnd a deal of bloodhed providentially prcvcnu"(l. A
conncil of war was cailed 1 the morning, and agreed to evacu.
ate the town as foon as poilible. The time that had been gain-
o3 by the Amertcans tor flrengthening their works, before any,
attempt ceuld be now mads npor them, took away all hope of

fuccels ;
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fuccefs ; which would have bien more precarious than expefted,
by reafon of eolonel Mitllin's having adviled to, and provided a
‘%:virge number of barrels, filled with ftones, gravel and fand, that
awere placed round the works, to be rolled dewn and break .[he
{ines of anv hoftile advancing troops, when afcending the hills,
He is cititled to much praife for al'rhis exertions, and particular-
iy for bis conduét on this occafion.  There was a full {upply of
teams aud other requifites for the fervice ; and though the men
were for awhile without cover, and fuffered fromn the rain and
cold, vet before Thurfday evening he had a number of barracks
upr 5 they having been framed beforehand, and brought wpon the
§;mund on Mouday night.  (March 7.] There was a general

htry and contulion in’ Boflon ; both troops and tostes were as
~ taly as poffible in preparing ro quit the town, and ts carry off

CR A

" all they could of their military flores and valuable effe-ts, " The
“number of tranfports and vellels was thort of what were vanted

In the beginning ot lalt November, general Hows ree e «let.
ter from lord Dartmonth, advifing to the evacnation of Yollon,
and the removal of his troops to New-York., He excufer hnn-
fclt by pleading he had not fulticient thipping. He was now
ubhged to evacuate with fewer, | G
[March 8.] A flag was fent out from the fele@t men, ac-
auainting general Walhington with the intention of the troops,
and that general Howe was difpofed to leave thie town {ftanding,
‘provided he could retire uninterrupted by the country, General
‘Wathington brov~hi himfelf under no obligation; hut exprefled
himfelt in words v admitted of a favorable conftruétion, and
mumated his good wilhes for the town's.people. He was at a
lofs to know where it was that general Howe intended going ;
and though inclined to believe o was Halifax, yet to guard againft
the evil of a miflake, while the Britith were preparing to be
gone, ke fent off the riflemnen by land to New-York, to afhift in
fecuring that city,

[March g,] General Howe iffeed a proclamation, ordering
all woollen and liren goods to be delivered to Crean Brufh, cly;
be they in whofe hands they might, {March 10.] Sundry thops,
belonging to perfons in the country, were broke open, and all
the goods, of whatever fort or kind, t.ken out by the faid Brufh,
and put on board thip to be conveye? away.” The next day
fhops were firipped by him of all their oo 's, though the own.
ers werein town, | March 12.] There v s a licentious plun.
dering of fhaps, flores, and dwelling-houles, vy foldiers and
failors, carrying deftruttion wherever they went @ what thiey
could not carry away they deltroyed,  7Thé nest day the fawe
fcenes were renewed, though exprefily forbid in orders, and thy

uuilty
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uilty threatened with death, if detefled in that or firing a houle,
fMarch 14.] The fireets were barricaded in different parts of
the town, and difpofitions made, as though the troops would
foun take their departure.  Stores, &c. were plundered by failors
“{rom the fhips of war, led by their officers under pretence of or.
ders from the admiral. LMarch 15.] Proclamation was made
by the crier for every inhabitant to keep to his houfe from cleven
o'clock in the morning till night, left they ihould annoy the
troops in their intended embarkation; but the wind coming
about to eait, they moftly returned to their barracks again.—
‘March 16.] The troops waiting only fora fair wind to embaik,
ad little elfe to ftudy gut mifc%aief, which ihey praiifed to a
great degree, by breaking open ftores and toffing the contents,
being private property, into the dock ; deftroyiny the furniture
of every houfe they could get into, and otherwife committin
}:very kind of wantonnefs, which difappointed malize coul
uggefl.
1gMarch 17.] A breaft work was difcovered to be thrown
up by the Americans at Nook's-l:ll on Dorchefter p2ninfula,
which from its proximity, had an entire command oi Bofton
Neck and the fouth end of the town—--a work which the king’s
treops had moft fearfully dreaded. In coifequence of it, they began
to embark at four o’clock in the morning, and were 2ll on board
and under fail before ten #*. When it was certain that they were
quite gone, fearch was made, for fear of what might be, and fires
were §ifcovercd in feveral houfes fo circumitanced as to intimate
a defign of fetting them on fire, which was ha{)pily fruftrated.
Nothing but prevailing prejudice will impute fuch defign to any
other than fome unprincipled privates; though an officer of
rank was flrongly fulpetted of having plundered under an ofh.
cial charatter, and ot having connived at the rafcally condutt of
{maller villains. What {o haftened the Britifh upon a fight of
the works on Nook’s-hill, was probably an apprehenfion, that
the Americans would poffefs themfelves of Noddle’s 1fland, and
by ereting batteries at both places, enclofe the harbour with the
fire of their cannon. When the king’s troops withdrew from
Charleftown, they left centries ftanding as ufual with their fire.
locks fhouldered ; but it was foen fufpefted what regiment they
belonged to, and that they were only efligies fet there by the
tlving enemy. It appears by one of the orderly books which
was left behind, that their force was 75735, exclulive of the ftaff;
fo that with the marines and failors, Zlowe might have been

. Moﬁ of the above from March the fixth, is taken from the manu-
fcriptjournal of a gentlemian who coatinued in Bofton, whilein the hande
of the Britith gencrals,

confidered
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 confidered as 10,000 firong, had it not not been for the mutual
jealoufies which took place between the arniy and navy.

The difficulties which the troops were under, from being fo
unexpetedly obliged to evacuate Bofton, were much inzreafed
by the numbers who were under the neceflity of removing with
them. Many who were difaffeéted to the American caufe had

~ fled there with their families for fafety ; befide thefe, there were
¢ not a few of the old inhabitants, who concluded it was far more
- prudent for them to withdraw than remain. Both together,
~ with their families, made up fome hundreds, and with their ef-
- fefls encumberced the tranfports; to which muft be added the
plunder taken from the town, conﬁﬁin§ of furniture and various
other articles of a bulky nature. The fuddennefs ot the evacua-
tion prevented an application to Halifax for a fupply of Thipping
to leflen the embarraflments. When the fleet got down to Igiug
and Nantafket roads, they remained there feveral days, and du.
ring that period, burnt the block-houfe and barracks on Caftles
Ifland, blowed up and demolithed the fortifications; but
they did not undertake to carry off the cannon, and only
attempted rendering them unferviceable, which was efletted as

to feveral. |

General Wathington was foon acquainted with the evacuation
of the town, when meafures were taken to preferve the peace
and order of it, by placing guards and giving direttions as to the
admiffion of perfons into 1it. The day of evacuating, being the

~ Sabbath, was in favor of regularity. On the Monday [Mar. 18.]
" his excellency fent off five regiments under gen. Heath. After
marching about a hundred miles, they embarked and went from
New-London through the Sound to New-York by water. The
reft, excepting a few which were left in Bofton, took the {ame
route, when the fleet put to fea, the American army was well
fupplied with flour, while in the neighbourhood of Bofton, with-
outany particular interruption, owing to capt. Wallace’s ha-
ving been ordered to cruife about Rhode-1{land, inftead of New-
London. Confequently the flour for the army alway got fafe
from New-York or elfewhere to New-London from ‘thence to
Norwich, and then by land to the place of deftination.— -
About a week after the evacuation, the Britifh fleet failed as
was foon known, for Halifax; but commodore Banks was left
with two or three men of war to protett the veflels that fhould
arrive from Great-Britain or Ireland; fome of which will un-
doubtedly be taken notwithftanding fuch precaution. It was but
three days before the evacuation, that capt, Manly took a tranf-
port of 400 tons burden, laden with peafe, pota‘oes, pork four

crout, and ten packages of medicine.
When
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When adniffioninto Bofton was allowed, the American troop
were very defirous of fecing the town.  Many of them came
from inland plac: s and were never: ina fea-port; their curioliy:
was much excited on a varicty of accounts.  But the fimall-pox
was in feveral pars of 1ty aud therefore they ouly, who were:
patt the diforder, were to be admitted,  Such however was the
defire of numbers, that they were guihy of a deception, to ob.
tain entrance,  The thought of being lable to cauc{\ the diftem.
'per would have terrified them in the higheft degree a litde while
ﬁack; but to gratify a dilflerent paflion, they fu\ppwﬁlul their
fears, which might operate for the preventing of their taking the”
infeélion,  The works of the enemy naturally engaged therr o
tention,  Thele, by judicious perfons who have furveved them,
are acknowledged to be excellent, and every one is convineed,
that it would have been a moll hazardous attempt to have endea
voured forcing them,

" General Walhingron appointed perfims to pracure an account
and to take carc of the articles which the Buitith troops left be.
hind.  Beflide others, there were at the Caille-Iland and Bofton.
2 50 picces of cannon, great and fiall, more than halt of which
jnay be rendered ferviceable by the aids of ngenuity @ the hea.
viclt have been the leaft injured—four thirteen and a halt inch
portars, two of them wuth their beds v.'oi%hing five tons cach~
2,500 chaldron of fea coal—25,000 bufhels of wheat—z2,300
bufhels of barley~—6o0 bufhels ot oats—100 jars of oil, contain.
ing a barrel cach-—and 150 horfes, Some of the ordnance were
thrown into the water; but the Americans will recover them,—
‘The joy of the inhabitants, whether fuch as remained in town or
withdrew for perfonal fecurity, upon finding themfelves veftor
ed to the fafe and peaccable enjoyment of their ancient rights,
freed from what they deemed wnodious tyrannical authority, ina
fitation 1o triumph over the difgrace of their encmices, and with
the profpect of fpeedy relict from the diftreffes which they had
been under for many tedions months—that joy is more eafily con.
ceived than exprefled. ‘I'hev received the commander in chief
with every mark of refpe€l and gratitude, which could be {hown
to a delivere-. |

&' Mar. 28.] At his excellency’s requeft, Dr. Elliot preached
a thank{yiving fermon on the opening afyefh of the Thurfday'
letture,  Thot you may not be at the trouble of twining to your
Dible, take his text in manufeript, * Look upon Zion the iy,
of our folemnities: thine cves fhull fee Jerufdem a quiet hab
tation, a tabernacle that thall not be taken down: not one d
the flukes thereof fhall ever be removed, neither fhall any o
the ¢ords thereof be broken.”  When you are minded to exé
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amine the context, look for chap. xxxiil, 2o, of Haiah, The
general and a number of officers attended. A dinner was
provided for his excellency and other gentlemen in public and
private life, L

The dav after the le@ure, [March 29.] the Maflachulett’s
council and houfe of reprefentatives complimented him in a joint
addre(s.  They took notice, -among many other things, of his
attention to the civil conflitution of the colony ; of the regard he
had alway fhown for the lives and health of thofe under his com-
wand ; of his having attended to the prefervation of their metro-
polis, in the quiet pofleflion of which they now were, without
that effufion of blood they fo much wifhed to avoid.  When they
exprefled their good wilhes for him at the clofe, they began with,
* May you flill go en, approved by heaven, revered by all good
men, and dreaded by thofe tyrants who claim their fellow men
as their property”"—and finifhed with, ¢ May future generations
in the peaccful enjoyment of that freedom, the exerciie of which
your {word fhall have eftablifhed, ratle the richeft and moft laft-
ing monuments to the name of a [1I"uflungton.” His anfwer was
| Emper, moderate, and becoming hus {ituation. It wiil be to his

onor to mention, that in private converfation, he expreiled him-
felf to this purpofe: * The recovery of Boiton, by the {peedy
flight of the eneny, is more fatisfattory than a vittory gained at
the expence of much blood-thed.” When he fent off an ¢ cprefs
to Lord Surling, at New-York, he wrote, “ Gen. Howe aban-
doned Bofton without deftroying it. The town 1s in a much
better {ituation, and lefs injurcd than I expetted, from the re.
ports I had reccived ; though to be fure, it is much damaged,
and many houfes defpoiled of their valuable furniture.’ The
following anecdote of the general may be acceptable. A gen-
tleman who had heard the Rev. Mr. Davis relate, that col, Wath.
ington had mentioned—he knew of no muiic fo pleafing as the
whiflling of bullets; being alone in converfation with him at
Cumbrld,ge, afked him whether it was as had been related ; the
general anfwered—* If I faid fo, it was when I was young.” Let
ws take a tranficnt notice of the hard{Lips expcrienced by the
Bofton mhapitants. whether they remained in the town, or withe
elr‘cw from it, and refided elfev/here till the evacuation. Not-
withftanding the univerfal profeflion of patriotifin, advantages
were too generally taken for opprefling them, by extravagant
charges. A fenfible writer juflly cenfured {uch proceedingg i
tl.m:'(,onnc{thcu.t gazette; and complained, that the refugees weve
Ouiged to pay far higher rents for houfes than ufual, and in fome
mfitances double. "The greateft {ufferings of thofe who remain-
ed, arofe from the want of fues and frow proviions, not to men-

tion
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tion fuch as refulted from the prefence of the Britith army and
navy. Frefh provifions were not alway to be had, and were mofl.
by too dear for the lower clafs to obtain ; but at length the rat. !
ons of the foldiers were fo plentiful, that by the aid of thefc and ¥
arrivals from Europe, they that remained in the town had ato.
lerable fupply of pork, peas, falt-butter, fweet-oil and bread, at -.
a moderate price. But the intenfc cold of the feafon rendered
the want of fuel extremely grievous. Families, which had been -
accuftomed to plenty, were obliged to burn with the moft fpar.
ing hand, and to fave by going to their beds very early, and leav.
ing them as late. Many k?t to them in the fharpeft weather,
other than as they got up to drefs their victuals and eat their meals,
Numbers, to fupply the want of fuel, pulled up the floors of their
houfes, the ftairs, and whatever oﬂgred. The wooden build.
ings, taken down by order of gen. Howe, were appropriated to
the ufe of the royal refugees. It was as much charity to the
poorer inhabitants to admit them to a {mall fire, as to furnith
them with viftuals. You muft recollet the hard frofts you have
‘in Britain, once in a great number of years, to conceive of what
perfons muft endure through the want of fuel, from the long
continued frofts of this country. The houfes which the Britiﬂ%
officers inhabited while in Bofton, were generally left in good
condition’; but afterward much damaged when icnanted by the -
Americans, whofe ftile of life did nct lead them to pay atten.
tion to neatnefs and elegance. .
New-York, moft probably, is henceforward to be the grand -
fcene of aftion. Gen. Lee has left the city fome time, and is
gone to the fouthward. While there, he took care to remove
the good cannon cn the battery, and at the king’s ftore, amount. -
ing to about a hundred, to a place of fafety ; a third of them are
thirty-two pounders. He alfo drew up another tremendous oath | -
to be adminiftered to the tories, and ient captain Sears over to
Queen’s county withit : which led congrefs to relolve, * That
no oath by way of teft be impoféd upon, exaéted or required of .
any of the inhabitants of thefe colonies, by any military officer.”
In many of the ftreets of the city there are breaft-works, barrica. .
does, &c. and more are making, together with forts in abundance. |
Actual fervice began 1n the colony, [Apnl6.] A Britith {loop
fent her boat athore on Staten-Ifland to get water, and a party of
riflemen took the boat and crew prifoners. The firing between
the floop and the riflemen lafted all day. The city, in a week’s
time, was thronged with provincials ; and it might be concluded, -
that the environs were not very fate from {o undifeiplined a mul-
titule; but there are few inflances of fo great a number of troops
being together with {o litle milchief done by them., However
a8
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us they (elpecially the Conneéticut .(:oldiers, whom fome rm-
‘nounce the dirtieft people on the continent) are not particu arly
attentive to cleanlinefs, the owners of the houfes where they are
quartered, if they ever get poffeflion of them, muil be years in
.cleaning them, uplefs thcr et new floors, and new plaifter the
walls. Gowv. Tryon has loft his credit with the citizens, and is
.now [poken of with contempt and difguft.
‘The governor of Virginta, Lord Dunmore, was no lefs popular
- than Tryon at one time ; but is at length as little refpetted by the
Virginians as the other is by the New-Yorkers. The meafures
the has continued to purfue, have onlv increafed, inftead of di.
minifhing the general refentment. ' We left him on board a (hip
off Nortolk, on the 14th of December, and col. Robert Howe in
offeflion of the town. The Liverpool frigate arrived from Great.
fgritain. Soon after, the captain fent a flag of truce, and de.
manded to be infermed whether his majefty’s ihips of war would
‘be {upplied from the thore with provifions : the reply wasin the
negative ; and the fhips in the harbour being continually annoy.
d by the riflemen from behind the buildings and ware-houfes on
the wharfs, it was determined to diflodge them by deftroving the
fame. Previous notice was given, that the women, children, and
other innoacent perfons, might remove from the danger. [ Jan. 1.]
‘The entrance of the new year was fignalized at four o'clock in
the morning, by a violent cannonade from the Liverpool, two
floops of war, and the governor’s armed fhip the Dunmore ; fe-
‘consed by parties of failors and marines, who landed and fired
the houfes next the water. ' Where buildings inftead of being co~
vered with tile, flate, or lead, are covered with thingles, (thin
hglit pieces of fir or cedar, half a yard in length, and about fix
inches broad) let the wind be ever fo moderate, they will, upon
being fired, be likely to communicate the conflagration to a
diftance, fhould the weather be dry, by the lighted burning
fhingles being driven by the force of the flames to the 10ps
of other houfes. Thus it happened here; and moft of the
town was deftroyed. Col. Howe, by his pofilive orders and pre-
fence, did all he could to extinguifh the fﬁ'e ; but in vain, It s
not improbable, that fome of the loliers and .. groes, regardlefs
of all orders, inftead of extinguithing, ufed Wl (eir endcavours
to fpread the flames ; and thought themfelves jultficd, upon the
rinciple of the property’s belonging to perfons inimical to the
iberties of America, A part of the town elcaned ; the owners
were moftly whigs, Their houfes however, were afterward vaa
lued, and then burnt by the direttion ot the ruling civil authoria
ty. Thus the whole town was reduced o alhes, that the encmy
might have no {helter, fhould they be wiclined to eftablith a polt
oL. 11, G on
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on the fpot. A few men were killed and wounded on hoth fidesat
the burning of Nortolk, the moft populous and confiderable town i
for commerce of any in the colony. It contained about 6009 ; -
inhabitunts, «nd many in affluent circumftances. The whole ! ¢
is eftimated at more than three hundred thoufand pounds fterling, - -
However urgent the neceflity, it was an odious bufinefs for a go. - -
veraor to be himielf a principal attor ‘n burning and deftroying ;"
the beft town 1 his government.  The Americans afterward cut
oft every poflible refource from the fhips, burnt and deitroyed -
the houles and plantations within reach of the water ; and oblig.
ed the people, chiefly royalifts, to remove with their cattle and -
provifions further into the country. Thehorrid diftrefles brought
upon numbers of innocent perfons by thefe operations, muft paia
the feelings of all who are not hardened by a party {pinit.
Governor V. 'rtin demands our next attention. Though he
was ohliged to ke refuge on board a fhip of war, he contem.
lated the reduétion of North-Carolina to royal obedience. He
ad been informed, that a fquadron of men of war, with feves
regiments, under the condutt of Sir Peter Parker and lord Corn.
wallis, were to leave Ireland on an expedition to the fouthera
provinces in the beginning of the year, and that North-Caroling
was their firft, if not principal obje€t. He knew alfo that gen.
Clinton, with a fmall detachment, was on his way to meet them
at Cape Fear. He had for fome time formed a conneétion with
the regulators and highland-emigrants, in the weftern parts of
the province. To thele people he fent feveral commiflions for
the raifing and commanding of regiments, and granted another
to Mr. M'Donald to aét as their general. He alfo commanded
all perfons by proclamation, to repair to the royal ftandaid, whick
was to be eretted by the general about the middle of February, , *
The highlanders and regulators colleficd and embodied at Crofs - -
Creek the beginning of the month ; and by the 1gth amounted - :
to about fifteen or l%xteen hundred. Gen. Moore hearing that
‘they were aflembling, marched with Lis own regiment, and al
the militia he could collett, about 1100 in all, to an important
poft within feven miles of Crofs Creek, which he fecured on “»
the 15th Feb. On the 12th they marched within four miles of
him, and fent in, by a flag of truce, [Feb. 20.] the governor's
proclamation, a manifeflo, and a letter to the general, which he
anfwered. Tlat and the following night they crofled the north. -
weft river, and took their route to Negro Head Point.  On in- 3
formation hereot gen. Moore fent an exprefs to col, Cafwell, who
- was upon his march with 8co men to join him, and dire€ted him 4"
how to proceed upon the ccealion.  Colonels Lillington and Athe *
wers.ordered, if poflible, tQ reinferce him; and if they could -
not, .
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not, to take poffeffion of Moore’s Creck bridge. The general
purfued the enemy ; but did not come up with them. He pro-
pofed getiing to and fecuring the bridge, which was about ten
miles from them. Want of horfes occafioned a delay; but col.
Lillington had taken his ftand there juft in tic.., and the next af-
ternoon was reinforced by col. Cafwell. The coloncls immedi-
ately raifed a fmall breaft-work, and deftroyed part of the bridge.
The next morning at break of day, [Feb. 27.] an alarm gun was
fired, direftly after which, {carcely leavigg the Americans a mo-
ment to gepare, the enemy with capt. M‘Cleod at their head
(gen. M*Donald being ill) made their attack. Finding a fmall
intrenchment next the bridge quite empty, they concluded that
the Americans had abandoned their poft, and in the mott furious
manner advanced within thirty paces of their breaft-work and
artillery, where they met with a warm reception. Captains
M:¢Cleod and Campbell fell within a few paces of it; and in a few
minutes the whole army was put to flight, and fhamefully aban-
doned their general, who was the next day taken prifoner. They
loft only about 70 killed and wounded. The Americans had only
two wounded, one of whom {urvived. The conquerors took 19
- waggons, 350 guns and fhot bags, about 150 {fwords and dirks,
and 1500 cxcellent rifles. 'The jov this conqueft diffufed among
the North-Carolinians is inconceivable, the importance of it be-
ing heightened by gen: Clinton and lord William Campbell’s be-
ing then at Cape Fear in {anguine expettation of being joined b
the vanquithed. The Americans under colonels Cafweil and Lil-
- lington were about 1000 ftrong.  Parties of men have been dif-
- perfed through the colony, to apprehend fufpetied perfons, and
dxfarr_n all the highlauders and regulators routed in the battle, who
. are difcharged if privates, but the officérs are fecured. It was but
- a few months fince ‘ capt. M‘Cleod and
» another officer took a folemn oath before the committee at New-
- bern, that their bufinefs in North-Carolina was only to fee their
- friends and relations. "
- In South-Carolina, when the recommendation of the continent-
» al congrefs for the eftiblifhment of a form of government came
to be confidered, a great part of the provincial congrefs oppofed
- the meafure; it had {> much the appearance of an eternal &para-
tion from a country, by a reconciliation with which many vet
- hoped for a return cf ancient happinefs, While they were fuf:
pended on this important debate, an exprefs arrived from Savan.-
nah, with the aét of parliament, paffed December 21, 1775, CON-
. fifcating all the Arierican property foand floating upon the wa.
ter ; and compelling all the crews belonging to American veflels
without diftinétion of perfons to ferve as common failors in the

Brudh
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Bruifh fhips of war. By this afl they confidered all the colonifts
trom New-Hamplhire to Georgia inclufively, as thrown out of
the king's protettion,  The timely arvival of it turned the fcale,
ﬁlemccf’ul. who were advocates for a reconciliation, and pro.
duced a niajority tor an independent conftrtution. Inlefs than
an hour after the att was 1ead 1n the convention, an order was
sflued 10 feize for the public, a Jamaica velfe! loden with fugar,
which had put into Charleftown in her way for London ; though
she had the day betore ?tained leave to pafs the forts, and ineant
to fail inthe afternoon.. Still the attachment of numbers o Great.
Brirain was fo ftrong, that though they affented to d’xg eftabhifh-
ment ¢f an independent conflitution; yet it was carried after a
long debate, that it is only to exift “ull a reconciliation with
Great-Brizain and the colonies fhall take place*.” |

The traufations in Georgia remain to be, related. Gen. Howe,

while at Boflon, in order to obrain rice, fent major Grant and

capt. Maitland with four tranfports and 200 marines to Savannah.
The South-Carolina cengrefs having nmelky information, com.
the Georgiang : he !

miflioned col. Stephen Bull to aétin aid o
accordingly marched a body to their afliftance. A battery was

erected, which fired fmartly upon the tranfports on their arrival , |
in the harbour.  Upon this they went round an ifland in the | !

[

night to get at fome vellels going to Great-Britain,  About four
o'cieck 1n the morning of gl _ '
lufion with the mafters and ethers, got on board thele thips,

arch the third, the enemy, by col. -

where theg attempted to conceal themfelves. But knowledge of -
t

1t being o , _
the fhipping, with three four-pounders, and threw up a breaft-
work, Firing between both parties after a while enfued. At
length it was determined to burn the veflels, orders were iffued
to %ire the Inverncls and cut her loofe ; which being executed,
the marines in the utmoft confufion, got on fhore in the marfh,

while the riflemen and field pieces were inceflantly galling them. =
The Thipping were alfo in the utmoft diforder. Some got up

the river under cover of an armed floop, while others caught

the flame, and, as they pafled and repaffed with the tide, were .
the {ubject of gratulation and applaufe. Seven loaded veflels were

burnt, and the intention of gen. Howe entirely fruftrated.
Philadelpkia will detain us tor a while. Congrefs refolved, [ Jan.
15.] * That to exprefs the veneration of the United Colonies
for their late general, Richard Montgomery, and the deep fenfe
they entertain of the many fignal and important fervices of that
gallant officer; and to tranfmat to tuture ages, as examples truly

* Dr. Ramfay’s Hiftory of the Revolution of §outh-Carolina, vol. i
p. 83, and vnward,

worthy

ained, 300 men were immediately marched oppofite
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worthy of imitation, his patriotifm, conduét, bolinels of enter
prife, infuperable perfeverance, and contempt of danger and.
death, a monument be procured from Paris, or any othier part:
‘of France, with an infcription facred to his memory, and ex.
preflive of his amiable churatter and heroic atchievements ; and.
that Dr. Smith be defired to prepare and deliver a-tunaral oration
in honor of the general, and thofe afficers and foldiers, wha fo
magnanimoufly fought and fell with him in maintaining the prine
cipfes ot American liberty." R
They ordered gen. Thomas to take tl‘mmand of the troops.|
in Canada; endeavoured to colleét gold and filver, in exchange-.
for continental bills of credit, for the fervise in that quarter ;..
and appointed [Mar. 20.] Dr. Franklin, Samuel Chale, and
Charles Carroll, efqrs. commiflioners to form a union between -
the péople of the United Colonies and tho{e .of that province,—
They left New-York in the beginning of ‘April on their way thi«-
ther, . As the piiefts have heen prevailed upon to refule the fa. :
craments to thofe of the Canadians, who are deemed rebels, and..
as it gperates powerfully againft the American intereft, a prieft.
isgone from Maryland to perform all the  needful fervices of the
Romith religion. . Congrefs came to the refojution, [Mar. eg. ] .
~* That the inhabitants of thefe colonies be peumitted to fit out 5
~armed veflels to cruife on the enemies of the United Colonies ;” .
aid many others which related to it, They. touk notice, in the.-
decleration which precedgd them, of the aft af parliament paided 1
the 81t uf December. This att has made many coaverts toin. ’
dependency in all fhe calonies. [Mar, 25.] Afier reading gen.
Walhington's letter of the 1gth, informing congrefs of the eva- .
cuation of B.fton, they ordered. thanks to be .prefented . to him,
in their own and. in the name of the Thirteen: United Colonges;
and to the niticers and {oldiers under his coinmand ; and thai a-
medal of guld Le fyuck in ¢ommemoration of the event, ‘and..
prefented to his e (ivney.  They refolved: (Aprid 6.) to adwmit
of the impyrtation { any goods and merchandize, (if not of the .
growth, produétion  or manufatture of, or brought from any .
country under thie dominton of the king of Gréat-Britain) ex«.
cept Eaft India tea. }hiry on the fame day determined, * That
no {laves be imported intc any of the colonies,” They ordered
(April 10) a fecch to be deiivered to capt, White Eyas, whom
thgy, no lels than lord Dusinore, in compliance with the ex-
]t):ectaaon of the Indiaa, addrelled with a—** brother capt. IVhiie
yes, » - '
The difufe of tea is again fathionoble through the United Co.
lom.es. It became fo n the MallucLuietts, {oon after the 2. ft
India company's teas were dellioyed on December the 1or,
| 177 g
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1778. Coffee, which is about nine-pence flerling the pound,
is fubllituted by vaft numbers for, the once favorite herb of
China; now the more readily exploded for having been the ac.
cidental occcafion of the troubles with which the coloniits are
~exercifed,

- [Apr. 1.] Dr. Warren’s merit obliges me to mention, that
the lodge of Free Mafons, whereof he was late grand mafler,
agreed to take up his remains, and in the ufual funeral {olemni-
ties of that fociety, decmr to inter the fame. The fpot where
he was buried, was po out with thofe attending circumftan-
ces that affured them, that they had gained the pofleflion there-
of, though confifting of bones only; which were honorably in.
terred in Bofton, [Apr. 8. being attended by a grand proceffion
of the fociciy accompanied by a crowd of {peétators.

- Commodore Ezekiel Hopzins's naval expedition is the laft
article of intelligence to be related. The fleet confifted of two
fhips, two brigs, and a fleop, all armed and well manned, inclu.
ding hetter than 200 marines. On the 17th of  February they
Jeft Cape Henlopen, and after a pleafant paflage of fifteen days,
eame to an anchor off the iﬂanX of Abacco, about feventeen
Jeagues from New-Providence, which gave the commodore an
- opportunity of inquiring into the flate of the laft ifland, and of
Jearning that it was well fupplied with warlike ftores: on whichit
was deemed a proper objett. The marines were embarked on
board fome f{mall yeflels belonging to New-Providence, whith
had been taken; ‘and the whole failed Saturday evening, March
the 2d ; the next merning all the men were landed at the eaft end
of the ifland. They were marched toward the fort built about
half way between the landing and town. Upon their approach.
ing it, the garrifon fired upon them, then fpiked up the cannon,
and retired to the fort within the town. The Americans took
pofleflion of that which had been abandoned, [March 3.] and
ftayed there the whole night to refrefh themfelves. The next

morning they marched forward to the town, and entered it with-
out meeting any interruption. The othcer went to the gover-

nor, and demanded the keys of the fort which were immediately
given. Upon taking pofleflion of it, he found 40 cannon

mounted and all well'loaded, befide a great quantity of fhot and .

fhells, with 15 brafs mortars, but miffed of the grand article,
150 cafks of powder, which the governor carefully fent off the
night before. They remained on the ifland, till they had gotten
all the flores on board the fleet, and then the whole took their
departure on the 17th. They brought away with them gover-
nor Montford Brown, the licut. governor, and a counfellor.

[April
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| April 4.] The fleet fell in with a Britifh {chooner, on the
eaft end o? Long-1flard, and took her. The next day they took,
a bomb brig of eight guns and two howitzers, ten {wivels and
forty-eight men, well tound with all forts of ftores, arms, pow-
der, &c. On the 6th, about onein the morning, they fell in
with his majefty’s fhip the Glafgow (of twenty mine pounders
and 150 men) and her tender. At half paft two, the Cabot brig-
antine, capt. Hopkins, jun. came up with the Glafgow, and
upon finding who fhe was, immediw fired her broadfide;
when the Glafgow made her a returt® of two-fold, and with
the weight of her metal damaged her fo much in her hull and
rigging, as obliged her to reure for a while to refit. On her
retiting, the Alfred of twenty nine pounders on the lower,
and ten fix pounders on the upper deck, commanded by the
commodore, capt. Hopkins, fen. came up and engaged the Glaf-
gow for three glafles, as hot as poflible on both fides. While
thus engaged, the Columbus, ca})t. Whipple, of eighteen nine
pounders on the lower, andten fix pounders on the upper deck,
ran under the Glafgow’s ftern, raked her as fhe pailed, and then
luft on her lee beam, while the Annadona brig of fixteen fix
pounders, took her ftation on the larboard quarter of th& Giaf-

ow; the Providence floop of twelve fix pounders altered her
ﬁation occafionally. By day light the ftation of the American
veflels was changed, as the two fhips had dropt on each quarter
of the Glafgow, while one of the brigs kept altern, giving a con- .
tinual fire.  Captain Tyringham Howe, of the Glafgow, per-
ceiving the force of the American fleet, feemingly increaled by
a large fhip and a fnow, which kept to windward as foon as the
aftion began, and difcernin}; none of captain Wallace’s fleet to
afford him the prolpett of {upport, very prudently mude all the
fail he could crowd, and ftood in for Newport. The bravery
of captain Howe’s behaviour is to be commended. That he
fhould have efcaped from a force, fo much fuperior when unit-
ed, does not give fatisfattion to the Americans, and is imputed
to {ome failure in condutt or courage on the fide of their com.
nanders. Commodore Hopkins, in his account of the aftion,
has written, “ We received confiderable damage in our thip, but
the greateil was in having our wheel-rope and blocks {hot away,
which gave the Glafgow time to make fail ; and I did not think
proper to follow, as it would have brought on an attion with
*he whole of their fleet, and I had upwarﬁ of thirty of our beft

eamen on board the prizes : I therefore thought :t moft prudent
to give over the chace, and fecure our prizes; and having raken
the Glafgow’s tender, arrived the feventh with all the fleet”—
at New-London. [April 16.] The cungrefs have given ordclrs,
“ that
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% that the cannon and fuch other ftores as are not neceffary for
the fleet, be landed and left at New-London ; and that fuch of
‘the cannon and wheels as governor Trumbull fhall direét, may
‘be employed for the defence of that harbour.”

~ Commodore Hopkins is thought not to have followed his in.
ftruflions ; and to have difplealed by departing from them,—
The Alfred had fix men killed and as many wounded. The Ca.
'bot had, four men killed and feven wounded, the captain among
ithe latter, The Colt:‘*a had one man who loft his arm, The
'Glafgow had one marfRilled, and three wounded by the mufke.
‘try from the Americans, The main damage on each fide lay in
the hulls and rigging.

Many of your papers, itis obferved, are very liberal in be.
‘flowing upon the colonifts the appellation of rebels, traitors,
‘cowards, &c. while thofe printed on this fide the Atlantic are
calling the parties employed againft the Americans by fea and -
land, pirates, banditti, minifterial butchers, butchering affaffins,
cut-throats, thieves, &c. Thefe abufive names take with the
unthinking multitude, whether in high or low life, and fet a
keener edge upon the fpirit of party; but are produétive of
much cruelty, and tend to beget a rooted antipathy. You will
not objet-to any expence, that may attend the conveyance of
this letter by way of France, no other fufe one offering at pre-
fent. My correfpondent there will cheerfully undertake the care |

————

:g-wty“"“*n IR

of any you may want to forward to America. b
: R
L ETTER I

o o o
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London, May 23, 1776,
Frieno G,

THE choice of George Wathington, efq; bv congrefs, to be
commander in chief of the American army, is adjudged
highly prudent by the firft military charaéiers thai have ferved in
America, and who conjetture tfrom his acceptance, that the ree
duétion of the colonies by an armed force will be more difficult
than 15 generally expefled, The nunilters of itate however, are
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bent upon making the attempt. They have nat profited by the
Lexington {kirmﬁhes. nor the Breed’s-hill battle. It would be
happier for the nation, would they copy the conduét of the Spa-
nith court, toward the inhabitants of Bilcay, near upon a hun-
dred and fifty years back, In 1632, the court laid a duty upon
{alt, contrary te the privileges of the people. Upon this the in-
habitants of Bilboa rofe, and malflacred all the oflicers appointed
to colleétit, and all the officers of the grand admiral. Three
thoufand troops were fent to punith them for rebellion : thefe
they fought, and totally defeated, driving moft of them into the
lea, whigx difcouraged the court from purfuing their plan of tax-
ation, and induced them to leave thofe, whom they had confi-
dered in a flate of rebellion, to the full enjoyment of their anci-
" ent privileges®, i: is thought that a treaty with the court of
Peter(burgh for 20,000 Ruflians, was at one time the laft year
in confiderable forwardnefs ; but that the extreme diftance of the
fervice, the difficulty of recal, the little probability of the return
of many, and the critical ftate of public affairs through Europe,
rendered it abortive, after the mofl funguine hopes of fuccels.
In all the Furopean countries, where public affairs are a {ub-
je&t of writing or converfation, the general voice is rather favor-
able to the Americans. In this parucularly, the lower clafs of
people are adverle to the war. They have boldly and without
reftraint condemned the conduft of their rulers in terms of the
utmoft acrimony. But this has not beea regarded, other than
as it has obﬁrué%ed the recruiting fervice, which never proceed-
ed fo heavily before. The reluctance of individuals has been
diriking and peculiar : they have not only refufed the ufual prof-
fers ot encouragement, but reprobated, with indignation, the
caufle in v' "~h they were folicited to ensage, and exerted them-
felves to hinder others engaging. * Neither proteftants, nor ca-
tholics in any number, have been prevailed upon either in- Eng-
land or Ircland, to inlift for the American fervice, though the
bm}r}ucs have been raifed, and the ufual ftandard lowered, to
facilitate the levies. The recruiting officers have declared, they
never before met with fo many mortifications in tius branch of
mlitary bufinefs. But among the higher orders of men, a ftrange
1nfenfibility with refpeét to public affairs feemingly prevailed.—
I'be accounts of the late military atlions, as well as political
proceedings of no lefs importance, were received nearly with as
much indifference, as if they wholly concerned other nations
wnl_] whom we were fcarce connefted. You mufl cxcept from
thelc obfer\jauons the people of North-Britain, who, almoft to
a wan, fo far as they can be defcribed under any particular de-
noriation, netonly epulauded, but proffered life and fortune
Moy Adem®s delonge of e
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in fupport of the prefent mealurcs, The fame approbation was
alfo given and aflurances made, thongh with lefs earneftnefs and
‘unanimity., by a number of towns inpkngland.

The lofs of the American commerce was not generally felt,
The prodigious remittances of corn during the Britith {carcity,
and the larger than ufual fums which the colonifts were enabled
to pay from the advanced prices of various articles, thefe toge.
ther occafioned an extraordinary influx of money; while an
urufual demand for goods and manufa€tures of various forts, from
ditierent partsof Europe, produced a quick circulation of trade,
kept up the {pirit of the mercantile clafles, and prevented their
complaining for want of the American market. Great numbers
at the fame time were rendered perfeftly unconcerned at what
had happened in America, or were even rejoiced, becaufe of the
benefits they were receiving from the conteft. The war being
carried on at fuch a diftance, gave employment and emolument
to an amazing number of people; and caufed that buflle of buii.
nefs and plenty of cath, which checked all obfervation of defi-

T b

viences in other branches of trafiic. Add, that a tribe of con. .

traltors, dealers, and game:lers in ftocks and money tranfaétions,

were themfelves animated, and encouraged others to join in jufti-

fving and fupporting governmental meafures. Hence, that apa-
thy which has been noted; and which continued till toward the
meeting of parliament. |

The mmiﬁr}( gave into great expences, to {upply the army

at Bofton with freih provifions and other articles. It is faid that
five thoufand oxen, and fourteen thoufand of the largeft and fat-
teft fheep, befide a vaft number of hogs, were purchafed and fent
out alive. Vegetables of all kinds were bougﬁt up in incredible
quantities. ‘Ten thoufand butts of ftrong beer were fupplied by
two brewers, The feemingly trifling neccflaries of vegetables,
cafks and vinegar, amount in two diftinét articles, detached from
the general comprehenfion of other provifions, to near twenty-
two thoufand pounds : and the hay, oats and beans, for the
{inglc regiment of light cavalry there, amount to nearly as much.
"Fowhatéver it was owing, the tranfports were not ready to fail,
till the year was far fpent. By this mean they were detained on
the coafts by contrary winds, or toffed about by tempefts, until
the greater part of their live cargoces of hogs, and particularly of
theep, perifhed, fo that the channel was every where flrewed
with their floating carcafes. A large part of the vegetables muit
alfo have been deftroyed by exceflive fermentation.

The retaliation praétifed by congrefs in cutting off the Britifh
fitheries from all colonial provifions and fupplies, threw the
whole bulinefs upon the banks and coafis of Newfoundiand inzto

the
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the greatelt confufion, and brought diftre(s upon all who were
employed by fea or land in that quarter. Inftead of proiccuting
the fervice they went upon, many of the fhips were conltrained
to make the beft of their way to any place where provifiont
could be procured. It was computed, that to the value of
full halfa million ferling was left in the bowels of the decp,
and for ever loft to mankind, by the firl operation of the filhay
bill. .

'The florm which happened laft September the 11th, during
the fithing feafon, and of which you will have received fome ge-
neral accounts, may probably be reckoned by the Americans, as
it is here by the more ferious or thofc who favour them, a pro-
vidential retaliation of the fupreme Ruler on fuch as had d?pm-.
ed them, by a parliamentary aft, of that fuftenance, which fcem.
ed to be given ihem as their peculiar property, Left you fhould
not have had the particulars, let me mention, that a molt dread.-
ful tempelt, of a particular kind, difcharged itfelf on the coalls
of Newfoundland. The fea rofe near upon thirty feet almoit
inftantly. Above feven hundred boats, with all their g:olvlc,
perithed, and eleven thips with moft of their crews. At Havree
- de-Grace, no fewer than three hundred boats were loft. The
devaftation was hardly lefs on the land ; the waters broke in
beyond their ufual bounds, and occafioned valt deftruttion.—
The {hores prefented a fhocking [pettacle.

As the time approached for the meeting of parliament, ad-
drefles were poured in from different quarters, condemning the
conduét of the Americans ; apgroving of all the ats of govern-
ment ; and in general recommending a perfeverance in the fame, un-
til the colonies fhall be reduced to a thorough obedience. Manchef.
ter diftinguithed itfelf by taking the lead. Thefe addrelles neccila-
rily implied an approbation of the meafure that was then in exc-
cution, viz. the feading of five battalions of Hanaoverian troops,
to replace the like numbet of Britifh, in the garrifons of Gibral-
tar and Minorea, thereby to inereafe the force in America with
the addition of the latter. The elefloral regiments failed for the
places of deftination the firlt of November.

Petitions of a contrary tendency to the addreffes were prefent.
ed from feveral places. Great bodigs of American, Africm and
Welt-India merchants, with a majority of the inhabitants of the
citics of London and Briftol, fill ftruggled to have mattcrs re-
flored to their ancient fate, but to no purpofe. At a nuricrous
meeting of the freeholders of Middlefex, [Sept. 25. | after agrec.
ing to infiruft their members in behalf of public libeity, it” was
moved and carried, * that a letter thould be addrelfed from the
frecholders of Middlefex to thofe of Great-Britain,” The tenor

[}
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of it is in favour of a reconciliation with America, and againft
the profecution of the mninifterial war. Four days after, | Sept.
29.] the lord mavor, Mr. Wilkes, acquainted the livery with
his having received a letter from the continental congrefs, which
was read ; when it was moved and paffed in the affirmative,
* that a letter addrefled from the livery of London to the elec-
tors of Great-Britain fhould be read ;”” which was done, and af.
terward publifhed.  Three days before the meeting of parlia.
ment, an event took place, which for a while engaged the pub-
lic awtention, Rumors of combinations in favour of the Ame:
tcans, had been frequent. It wasfaid, that they were privately
abetted by the advice and correfpondence, and aflifted by the
purles of perfonages of high ranE and “importance. TheKe re.
- ports fpread much alarm through the nation, and exafperated
thofe who confidered the Americans as rebels. Hints and fu.
fpicions were given and taken ; and at length a feeming founda-
tion tor them appeared. [O€&. 23.] Mr. Sayre, an American
born, and a banker in London, was {ccured ; and being examin.
ed before the fecretary of fate, lord Rochford, and confronted
by his accufer, was committed to the tower for high treafon, on
the nidiculous charge, of a defign of feizing his majefty at noon
day, in his paffage to the houfe of peers ; of conveying him a
prifoner to the tower, and afterward out of the kingdor1; and of
overturning the whole form of government, by bribing a few
fergeants o% the guards, who were alfo to bribe their men. After
a clofe and fevere confinement of five days, an habeas corpus

was granted, and he was brought before the lord chief juflice of -

the King’s bench, who admitted him to bail, on his own fecurity,
in the trifling fum of five hundred pounds, and that of two

furcties in as much, for his appearance to anfwer the charge. No .

profecution was attempted, and at the feflion in December it was
moved to have his recognifance difcharged, which was granted |
accordingly. The fecretary will be fued for illegal imprifonment, !
though it i$ thought his conduét 15 jufhfiable in point of law.—
[Oé&t. 26.] His m2jefty opened the feflion of parliament with a .

fpeecl, which propoled fanguinary meafures, and charged thg

American leaders with having nothing in view, but the eftablith- ..

fast 8

ment of an independent empire. It fays, “I have received the -

moft friendly offers of foreign affiftance ; and if I fhall make any

treaties in confequence thereof, thé:y fhall be laid before you.— -
c

Aud I have, in t¢fiimony of my a

tore! trocfs 5 that a larger number of the eftablifhed forces of
this ki iom, may beapplied to the maintenance of 1ts authori-

‘ &ion for my people, fent ~
to the garri“ons of Gibraltar and Port Mahon, a part of my clec-

ty.  \Wuen the deluded multitude, againft whorn this force will -

be
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be dire€ted, fhall become fenfible of their error, I{hall be ready
to receive the mifled with tendernefs and mercy. 1 fhall give
authority to certain perfons to grant general or particular par.
dons and indemnities, in fuch manner, and to fuch perfons, as
they fthall think fit, and to receive the fubmiflion of any province
which fhall be difpofed to return to its allegiance. It may alfo
be proper to authorife the perfons fo commiflioned to refjore
fuch province, fo returning to its allegiance, to the free exercife
of its trade and commerce, and to the fame proteftion and fecu.
rity as if fuch province had never revolted.” ~ When an addrefs
to his majefty in anfwer to the fpeech, had been moved and fe-
conded in the houfe of commeons, lord John Cavendifh moved
for an amendment ; which occafioned a long debate, that was
carried on with the utmoft eagernefs and uncealing energy on
both fides. The employmer of foreign troops to reduce Ame.
rica, was an obje€t animadve =d upon by oppofition with pecu.
liar violence and indignation. ‘

General Conway though in place, oppofed adminiftration : and
condemned, in the moft decifive terms, the American war, de-
claring it to be cru.s, unneceffary and unnatural—calling itin
plain terms, a butchery of his fellow fubjetts. He reprobated
every idea of conquering America, upon all the grounds ot juftice
expediency, and pratticability. He declared in the moft unre-
ferved terms againft the right of taxation, and wifhed to fee the
declaratory law repealed (though it had palfled under his own au-
{pices when in adminiftration) rather than it fhould be employed
to colour defigns, the moft oppofite to the intentions, pubiicly
declired, of thofe who fupported it in parliament, and particu-
larlv oppofite to the fullefF declaration of his.own at the time of
his movingit. The miniftry made as good a defcnce as their
caufe would admit; and pleaded, *“ We are now in a fituation
whickydoth not afford a poffibility of receding without fhame,
run and difgrace.” Lord North acknowledged, that he had
bien deceived; that he did not imagine that all America would
bave armed in the caufe. Adminiftration, he faid, proceeded upon
the information they had received; if other gentlemen were in
pofleflion ~f better, why did they not communicate it?. Admi-
niftration had oppofite infarmation, but they adhered to that
which came from perfons whofe interefl made them parties with
the inclinations of miniftry. That which they negletted, as pro.
ceeding from miftake or a wrong bias, they now find to have
been the trueft. a

The fpace of a whole night was confumed in the debates-
upon the royal fpeech: it was near five in the morning
when the motivn made by the oppofition was rejefed b
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278, againft 108 ; after which e addrels was carried without
a divifion. :

Jn the boufe of lords, the debate on the addre{s was allo long
and warm. The Duke of Grafton fuddenly and unexpetiedly
quitted adminiftration. He went into a decifive condemnation
of all the afis of government for fome time paft with refpett to
America, as well as of the meafures held out by the fpeech. He
rleclared, that he had been dcceived and mifled upon that fubjett ;
and that, by the withholding of information and the mufrepre.
fentraent ot fafts, he had been induced to lend his countenance

to meafures which he never approved; and that he was blindly

led to give a fugport to the one of coercing America, from a
firm perfuafion held out, that mmtters would never come to an
sxtremity of that nature, and that an appearance of coercion was
all that was requifite to eftablifh a reconciliation. He aflerted,that
nothing lefs than a total repeal of all the American laws, which
had been palled fince 1763, could now reftore peace and happi-
nefs. The lords in adminiftration did not deny the imperfeél.
nefs of their information in fome mattecs, brt pleaded the im-
praticability of obtaining fuch knowledge as might have pre.
- vented feveral difappointments. They were obliged to depend
upon the fagacity and judgment of thofe whom they trufled.—

hey had taken all poflible pains to proceed upon fure grounds.
It would be unjuft to n:ake them anfwerable for failures, which
were occafioned by events totally vaexpeéled by the fhrewdeft
werfons upon the fpot: to fuch alone muft be attributed the ge.
neral want of fuccefs in the plans purfued tn the courfe of the
p.elent year. There were two remarkable instances of this kind;
ihe one was the total alteration of circuinftances in the province
of New-York; the other was the implicit acquiefcence of the
fouthern colonies in the views and arrangements of the nortls
ern. Thefe were events that accelerated with irrefiftible gapidi-
?r the revolution of affairs threugh the continent, and equally
urprifed the miniftry, who from iheir inteliigence, cduld be
newife avrehenﬁ‘ve of fuch an unhappy turn. Tlie defection
of New-York they imputed. to its being compelled into meafures
by the Connefticut infurgents, which the people there would
never hive otherwife adopted. They pleaded, *“ We muft ei-
ther reduce the colonies to fubmiflion, or for ever relinquifh all
dominign nver thrm, and all advantage from North-America.”
The motiop for the addrels was at length carried by 76 votes
againft 33. But a proteft againft it was drawn up, and figned
by rineteen peets. Inthat they condemned the war commen-
ced againft Americay with the wimoll freedom and afperity;; a;}tg
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allo cenfurea with equal feverity, the employing of forcign troops
and various other parts of the minifterial conduét.

As none of tire meafures adopted by adminiltration gave more
umbrage than the employment of the Hanoverian troops, oppo.
{ition getermined to bring it before parliament, in the moft fo-
lemn and ferious manner, A motior was accordingly made in
the haufe of lords, declaring that to employ foreign troops, with.
out the previous confent of parliament, was dangerous and un-
sonflitutional, as beirg clearly againft law. In the debate which
followed, various arguments were ufed for and againt the le-
gality of introducing tuccign forces into the kingdom or its de-
,'ipenj::ncies, without confent of parliament. As an att of indem.
nity would have been a recognifance of its 'xlleﬁahty,' it wag flu-
dioufly warded off, as well as the motion itfelf, which was de-
feated by the previous queltion, carried by a majority of 75 to
2. Inthe houfe of commons, the debates on this fubjeét were
rio lefs elaborate, and confifted of much the fame realonings.—
The motion was fimilar to that in the houfe of lords, and was
loft in like manner, 81 for, and 203 againft it. Thus wasa
queflion, of which the magnitude is equal to that of any other
fundamental point in the conftitution, put off to future decifion,
While it was in agitation, an incomparable ma}jqrity of the pub-
lic agreed in the opinion adopted by the oppofition. However
they might differ concerning meafures to be purfued refpefling
Amnerica, they cordially united with them in condemning the ad-
miflion of foreign troops into the kingdom, or its dependencies,
without the exprefs affent of parliament. |

That the defigns of the Americans might be completely fruf-
trated, it was propofed in a committee ofg fupply, that the naval
eftzblifhment of failors and marines, fhould be augmented to
28,000 men; and that the number of fhips of war on the Ame-
rican flation thould amount to eighty, The land forces were to
confift of 25,000 of the felefted troops in the fervice. Thefe
formidable preparations called up the attention of feveral princi-
pal members in the oppofition. In order, if poffible, to render
the operations of war unneceffary, it was propofed to facilitute
the means of reconciliation. [Nov. 7.] To “this purpofe, Mr.
L. Luttrell moved for an addrefs to his majeliy, * humbly re-
quefling, that he will authorife the commiflioners, who may be
empowercd to aét in America, to reccive provofals for concilta-
tion from any general convention, or congrefs, or other collec.
tve boedy, that fhall be found moft pcr,"c{:"{ll'v ‘o convey the {enti-
ments of onc or more of the fzveral continental colontes, fuf-
perding all inquiry into the legal or illegal forms under which

toleny or colonies may be difvoled to treat, as the moit ef.
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feftual means to prevent the further effufion of blood, and to re.
concile the honor and permanent intereft of Great-Britain, with
the requifitions of his majefty’s American fubjefts. The motion
was fcconded, but when the queftion was put, it pailed in the
negative without a divifion. ‘}mrd Barrington, in ftating the ar.
my eftimates, obferved that the number of effective men in the ar-
my at Bofton by the laft returns, was 7415 ; but that the forcesin
America were augmented to 34 battalions, amounting in the whole
to upward of 25,000 men. This augmentation being confidera-
ble, he thought it neceffary to {peak a few words on the fubjet.
He faid, he underflood that the 1dea of taxation was entirely given
up, and that being the cafe, it was abfolutely neceflary to fecure
the conftitutional dependence of that country. The general plan
of adminiftration, he believed to be, firft, to arm and fend out
commiflioners ; and then 1if the Americans fhould continue to
refift, to employ againft them the whole power fent out in for-
cing them to obedience. His hint about the idea of taxation be-
ing entirely given up, alarmed many gentlemen, who had fup.
ported government in their coercive meafures, with a view,
and in a firm perfuafion, that the revenue to be drawn from
‘America, would, in a proportionable degree, leflen their own
burdens.

- Neither the fecretary of flate who received the congreflional
petition brought by governor Penn, nor any other minifter, or
perfon in authority, had fince his arrival propofed a fingle quef-
tion to him, or defired the {malleft information from him. This
circumftance gave countenance to the charge, that a {yftem had
been chalked out for minidters, which they were obliged blindly
to purfue, and to at in, merely as machines, without heing at
liberty to form an opinion, as to juftice, eligibility, or confe-
quence. [Nov. 1o.f The duke of Richmond procured however
an examination of governor Pean before the houfe of lords. It
appeared from his examination—That congrefs was in the higheft
veneration imaginable by all ranks and orders of men :—That he
betieved implicit obedience was paid to their refolutions through
all the provinces :—That in Pennfylvania 20,000 effettive men

had voluntarily enrolled them{elves to enter into aflual ferviceif

neceflity required ; and that among them were perfons of the
moft refpetable charalier in the province :—That he prefumed
the major part were in flourithing fituations :—That befide thefe
20,000, there were 4,000 minute-men, whofc duty was pointed
out by their defcription.  They were to be ready for fervice at
a minute’s warning :—That the Penniylvanians perfeflly under-
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ftood the art of making gun-powder :—"That they had made that,

and falt-petre :—That the art of cafting cannon had been carricd
to great pertection j—-"That fmall aras bad been wede to as great
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a degree of perfeltion as could be imagined :—That the Ameri-
cans were equally expert with the Luropeans in ihlp-buxld;ug. tem
‘That hi was {ure the language of congrefs gxpreif;d the fenie of
the people of America in gencral, as far as it applied to Pennfyl-
vania ; and for the other provinces he aflirmed the fame, though
from information only :—That the titton which he had prefent-
ed to the king, had been confidered as an olive branch, and Lhat‘
he had been complimented by his friends as the meflenger of

cacc :—That he imagined the Kmericans. vgho p?aced nguch. re-
'{)iancc on the petition, would ue driven to defperation by its non-
fuccefs :—That he was apprehenfive, that fooner than yield to
what were fuppofed to be the unjuft claims of Great-Bi:xtam, the
Americans would take the refolution of calling in the aid of fo-
reign afliltance :—and That, in his opinion, the neglect with
which the Iaft petition was treated, would induce the Americans
to refign all hopes of pacific negociations. When he was after-
ward crofs-examined, he anfwered to foine quettions put to him:
—That except in the cafe of taxation, he appreliendcd, the Ame-
ricans would bave no objettion to acknowledge the lovereygnty
of Great-Britain :—That he knew nothing of the proceedings of
the congrefs, they were generally tranfatted under the feal of fe.
crecy :—and That in cafe a formidable force thould be fent over
to America in {upport of goverament, he did not imagine there
were many, who would openly profels fubmiflion to the autho-
rity of parliament. When governor Penn had withdrawn, the
duke of Richmond, after fpeaking a few words, moved, “ That
the matter of the American petition affords ground for concilia-
tion of the unhappy difference {ubflilting between the mother
country aud the colonies, and that it is highly neceffary that pro-
per fleps be immediately taken for attaining fo defirable an ob-
Je€t.”  After a long and violent debate, the motion in favoer of
the petition was rejeéted, by a divifien of 86, againft g3, includ-
ang proxies.

The houfe of commons was hlled with ao lefs altercation in
confequence of the demands for the fupplies on account of the
American war,  The land-tax was to be raifed to four fhillings in
the pound. This augmentation occafioned the country gentlemen
to turn their attention to an objett particularly interefhing to them-
fclves. They had fupported coercive meafures, in expeétation
that a revenue would arife from the colonies, to lellen the weight
of the burdens with which this country is loaded. A&uated b
fuch hope, they were willing to advance money, while they had
a profpect of bemg relieved from exaétions in tuture, by contri-
butions to be drawn from Awmcrica. It was therclore with no

[mall furprife aud concern, that they obferved, by the language
Vou. 1L l of
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of miniflry, that the idca of taxation was in a manner abandon. ¢
ed as inexL)edient, or impraéticable. They declared, thatif that §
je€t was relinquifhed, they alfo fhould recede from y

effential o
their intention of granting money for the profecuting of a con.
teft, from which no {ubftantial benefits were to be derived ; and
which was attended with an expence, that nothing but the well.
founded expettation of large pecuniary future emoluments could
encourage them to {upport, F hefe difcontents of the landed gen-
tlemen were a ferious alarm to miniftry, The only method of
pacifying them was a folemn aflurance, that the intention of ob.
taining a revenue from America had never been dropped. ' What.
ever language might have been held on this fubjeft, no more was
meant, than that in times of fo much trouble and confufion, it
was not advifable to mix that with other caufes ot diflenfion and
clamor in the colonies : but, though abandoned for the prelent,
the idea fully fubfifted in profpett. This explanatory anfwer having
quieted the country gentlemen, the land-tax was fixed at four
thiliings in the pound, by a majority of four to one.

An addrefs, petition, and mémorial, hasbeen tranfmitted from
the reprefentatives of Nova-Scotia to the king and parliament, in
confequence of the minifter’s conciliatory propofition during the
laft feflion. It propofes the raifing of a revenue 1n the colony,
by paying a certain fixed fumn in the hundred on the importation
of toreign goods. By which regulation the revenue will always
bear a due proportion to the wea th and confumption of the co-
lony.” The rate of this duty is to be alcertained by parliament,
and to remain unalterzbly fixed : the only future regulation to be
allowed 1s, for making the duty correfpond with the compara-
tive value of moncy at the time the rates are {cttled. But 1t prays,
“ that when the exigencies of the ftate may require any further
fupphies trom this province, that then fuch requifitions may be
made in the ufual manner formerly praétifed;” by which the pe-
titioners evidently mean to fecure to themfelves the right of grant.
ing their own money in all fuch exigencies. It alfo contains a
hit of grievances of v hich they entreat the redrefs, while they
intimate the neceility of fuch redrefs to infure a permanent con-
ne¢rion, and to retain the affettions of the people,

As the petition propofed the raifing of a revenue under the di-
re¢hion of parliament, [ Nov. 1. fadiminiftration received it; and
on the day appointed the houfe ot commons went into a commit-
tec upon 1t ; when upon the motion of lord North it was refolv-
ed, * That the prcpofition 1n the petition 1s fit to be accepted,
and that the umount of the duty thould be eight pounds per centum,
upon all fuch commodities :”—7That on the formal feitlement of
this matter, all other taxes and duties fhould ceale, fuch only ex-

cépted
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cepted as regulated commerce; the produce of which was to, be
carried to the account of the province :—and that a direét im-
portation into Nova-Scotia, of all wines, oranges, lemons, cur-
vants and raifins, from the place of their growth and produce,
fhould be admitted. A fortnight after, the refolutions were re-
ported, with a view to frame a bull agreeable to the prayer of the
petitioners. But a multiplicity of greater objects engaging the
time and attention of the minifters, and further confideration,
occafioned a total relinquifhment of this bufinefs. .
[Nov. 16.] The rapidity with which miniftry carried all their
meafures, did not prevent Mr. Burke’s moving for a concihatory
bill. The motion was prefaced by a petition from the principal
clothing towns in the county of Wilts ; and that was intended to
counterat another, which had been procured for a contrary pur-
pole, and to prevent (in the petitioners words) the dreadful ef-
fetts which might arife from fuch mi{reprelentation being con-
veyed to parliament. The debate that followed was not ter-
minated till four in the morning, when the previous queftion
being put, the motion was negatived by a majority of 210, t0.
165,
gome days after, the bill for prohibiting all intercourle with
the Thirteen United Colonies was brought into parliament. You.
will have received it long before you can get this letter ; and muft
have obferved, that commiflioners, whom 1t enables the crown
to appoint, have only the power of {imply granting pardons, but
are not authorifed to enquire into grievances, much lefs to offer
the redrefs of them. This bill roufed immediately the utmoft fury
of oppofition ; but the miniftry were prepared to meet it without
being moved from the ground they had taken. In the courfe of
the various arguments and methods of reafoning employed againft
the bill, no few farcalins were introduced. Among others, it
was obferved by one of its ftaunchelt oppofers, that the guardian
gentus of America had that day prefided with full influence in the
midft of the Britith councils, He had infpired the meafures,
that had been refolved upon by thofe who direfied the affairs of
the country., They were evidently calculated to anfwer all the
rurpofes, which the moft violent Americans, and their moft zea-
ous adherents could propofe, by inducing the people in the co-
lonies to unite, in the moft inflexible determination, to caft off
all dependence on this government, and to eftablifh a free and in-
dependent {tate of their own. He therefare moved, that the title
of the bill fhould be altered, and worded in fuch a manner as
fhpuld exprefls its real intent and meaning ; in which cafe he was
oi opinion, it fhould be ftiled a bill for carrying more eflettually
into execution the refolves of congrels.  After a long and vehe-

ment
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ment altercation, the motion for the bill was carried, [Dec. 11,)
by 193 votes againfl 64.

In the houle of lords, the oppolition to the il was no lefs
kcen and fevere. It was reprobated as neither equitable, expe.
dient or politic.  This bill (it was faid) completes the meafure of
that {everity which refufes to hilten to the reprefentations of a peo.
ple, who perfift in fpite of ill treatment, to call themiclves the
fubjetts of Great-Britain ; and who implore its clemency to [uf.

end the fword lifted to ftrike them, till one morc hearing has
{:cen granted them.

In the courfe of this famous dehate, it was oblerved by a great
law lord, that the queftion of original right or wrong, was not
fo much to be attended to, as the indifpenfible neceflity of felf.
defence.  'We are now engaged in a war, and muft exert our.
felves to profecute it with fuceefs. The critical fituation of our
“eircumflances compels us to fight. The laconic fpeech, whicha
Scotch general in the army of Guftavus Adelphus made to his
foldiers, 1s precifely applicable to wur fituation. Pointing to the
enemy he faid, “ See you thofe men, kill them, my lads, or they
will kill you.”  After a conteft which lafted till midnight, the
motion for the commitment of the bill was ¢arried by a divifion
of 78 to 19. |

It was followed by a proteft of unufual length, and great ener-
gv, wherein it underwent a fevere fcrutiny. A minute invefti sa.
tion was made of every obnoxieus part; and no cenfures were [
fpared of which it was thought deferving. The proeefting peers £
were Richmond, Ponfonby, Fitzwilkam, Abergavenny, Rock-
ingham, Chedworth, Abingdon, and Manchefter. We diffent, ',
{2y they, in one place, * Becaufe we rejeét with indignation that
claufe of this bill, which by 2 refimement in tyranny, and in a- §a
fentence worfe than death, ebliges the unhappy men, who fhall'
be made captives in this predatory war, to bear arts agamfl their 4
families, kindred, friends and country ; and, after being plunder. &
ed themfelves, to become accomplices in plundering their bre. &
thren.” His majefly went to the houfe of pecrs, [Dec. e1.] i}
and gave his aflent to the above bill ; and to others at the fame '
time.

In the courfe of the debates upon the American bufinefs, the
great importance of the colonies to the mother country was urg-
ed, by the miniftry, as a reafon for exerting the force of thena- -
tion 1n order to reduce them to obedience, though upon other
occafions they had been {poken of as hittle confequence. That
this redution might be the fooner and meore effe¢tually fecured,
the flates-gencral were folicited, by a letter of his majefty’s own
band-wriiing, to difpofc of their Scotch brigade, to ferve agai:}xlﬁ
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the Americans the cnfuing campaign. The requeft howevet
was not granted. Thc opinion given by Fohn Derk van der
Cappelle, 1n the aflembly of the ftates of Overyflel, was pointed.
ly againft it,  When entered upon his lgil.obfervatxon, he fays,
Bt gﬁxough not as principals, yet as auxiliaries, our troops would

be employed toward fuppreffing that (what {ome pleafe to call) a
rebellion’in the American colonies; for which purpofe I would
rather fce E]ani(farie:a hired, than troops of a free ftate.”

“ In what an odious light muft this unnatural cw_ll war appeat
to all Europe ; a war in which even favages (if credit can be givs
en to ncws-paper information) refufe to engage: more odious
ftill would it appear for a people to take a Fart therein, who were
themfelves once {laves, bore that hateful name, but at laft had
fpirit to fight themfelves free. But above all, it muft appear fuper.
latively deteftable to me, who think the Americans worthy of eve.
ry man’s efteemn, and look on them as a brave people, defend-
ing in a becoming, manly, and religious manner, thpfe rights,
which as men they derive from God, not from the legiftature of
Great-Britain.” |

“ Their mode of proceeding will, I hope, ferve as an example
to every nation deprived by any means of its privileges : yet for-
tunate enough in being able to make fuitable effotts toward re.
taining or regaining them.” - _

But though his majefty’s requeft to their high mightineflcs
was tiot complied with, his meflage to the parliament of Ireland
had met with fuccefs, and they ha§ voted on the 24th of Novem.
ber, * that 4000 troops out of the 12000 voted tor the defence
of that kingdom, be fpared for his majefty’s fervice abroad, (the
mef{lage had mentioned America) the fame to be no chatge to
Ireland after quitting the kingdom.” But they declined voting,
“ that 4000 proteftant troops be received to replace the like’
number {ent abroad; thefe likewife to be no charge to Ireland ;”
which propofition was alfo contained in the meflage.

fDec. 29.]| Sir Peter Parker and Earl Cornwallis, with the
Atteon and thunder bomb, failed from Portfmouth for Corke,
to convoy the troops and tranfports there to America. The Ac-
teon put into Falmouth, and took on board col. Ethan Allen
and his fellow prifoners, who had been confined in Pendennis
Caftle, Cornwall: from whence they were removed by direti-
on of government, upon a difcovery, that there was an intenti-
on of bringing them before the proper magiftrate, by the habeas
corpus aét, in order to afcertain, whether they were legally
chargeable with any crime, that could warrant their confine-
ment.  No affiftance was given to Alien in England; but when
the fhip arrived at Corke, a fubfcription for hun was begun in

lreland,
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Ireland, and an ample fupply of neceffaries given him, of which
he and his friends were ingreat need. About the goth of January,
1776, the fleet and tranfports were ready to fail ; but the lord
lieutenant of Ireland, doubting his power of permitting the
troops to go, a claule, giving particular leave on this occafion,
was inferted in one of the Infh bills.  \When the bill came to
England, the claufe was ftruck out upon the idea, * that the
king had a right by his prerogative to fend the troops.” The
lord lieutenant fhll retaining %xis doubts, the claufe was inferted
n another bill, which was hurried through with all poflible dif-
patch. But fo much time was loft by this aflair, that it was the
13th of February before the fleet could fail. It confifled of
forty-three fail, and about 2500 troops. On the 18th they met
with a terrible ftorm that difperfed them. Some of their tranf.
ports put back to Corke, others got into Plymouth, Portimouth,
and the Weftern ports. The Carcals bomb got into Portf-
mouth: When fhe parted with Sir Peter he had ouly twenty-five
fail with him. It is generally thought, he is del{ined for the
middle or fouthern colonies.

A fingle nfl:man taken prifoner and brought over to England,
being carried before the mayor to be examined was dilmifled ;:

as no crime was charged upon him, of which that magiftrate

could take cognizance. L :
His majefty having entered into treaty with the landgrave of

Heffe-Caffel, the duke of Brunfwick, and other German princes,

for 17000 men, to be employed in America, Lord North mov.
ed, [Feb. 29.] “that thefe treaties be referred to the commuittee
of {upply.” ‘The troops were reprefented as equal to any in

Europe tor the regulanty of their difcipline: and one reafon

aﬂifned for hiring them, was, that men could be more readily
had that way than by recruiting at home, and upon the whole on
cheaper terms. But the meafure of emploving foreign auxilia-

ries was feprobated in all its parts by oppofition: however, after-

debating till paft two in the morning, his lordfhip’s motion was
agreed to by a majority of 242 to 8§. When the treaties came
before the houfe of lords, they met with equal oppofition. The
duke of Richmond moved for an addrefs to the king, requeft-
ing him to countermand the march of the German auxiliaries,
and to give immediate orders for a fufpenfion of hoftilitics
America, in order to lay a foundation for i treaty, to compole
the differences between Great-Britain and her colonies.  He
took an hiftorical view of the treaties between the Britith and
Heflian court for maay years paft ; thowing that this had gra-
dually rifen in its demands, in every fucceflive treaty.  The pre-
fent was faid to have exceeded all the former i the cxorbitancy;
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of its conditions. He afferted, from the calculations be had
made, that the body of 17,300 foreigners, taken into Brntifh
pay, would, including all contingencies, occalion an expence of
no lefs than 1,500,000l. within the courfe of a twelve month.—
It was faid in the debates—the colonies areto be devoted to the
horrors of war, and to be trcated as a nation from which we
have experienced every kind of contumelious ufage. Unprovid.
»d with a fufficient number of troops for the cruel purpofes de-
figned, or unable to prevail upon the natives of this country to
lend their hands to fuch a fanguinary bufinefs, minifters have
applied to thofe foreign princes who trade in human blood, and
hired armies of mercenaries for the work of deftruétion. An
army of foreigners is now to be introduced into the Britifh do-
minions, not to proteét them from invafion, not to deliver them
from the ravages of an hoftile army, but to aflift one half of the
inhabitants in maflacring the other. This foreign conneftion
will be produétive of the moft fatal events. Hitherto this un-
happy difpute has been confined to the people of the Britith em-
pire : the colonies have not fhown a difpofition for the calling
1n of any other nation as an umpire. They apparently depeus
upon themfelves for its fupport and termination ; and do not,
in all probability, imagine that we can be fo inprudent as to al-
fociate others to our domeftic feuds. But when they fee that
we have a recourfe to this odious expedient, they will no longer
think themfeives bound to ftand fingly in the conteft : they will
after our example apply to ftrangers for afiftance. Thev will
conneét themfelves with fuc, as inftead of requiring fub di s,
will fupply them with men and monev—fuch as will eipoufe
their quarrel, not from mercenary motives; but from hoftile
confiderations to this country, from angient habits of inveteracy,
trom a thirft of revenge for the loiles and humiliations occafion-
ed by our arms, =
The plea of neceflity was the conftant fhield with which th
miniftry covered all the meafures that had been lately adop-
ted. But with regard to the prefent, they allerted——T'reat-
ing with foreign princes for the loan of their troops, is far from
being detrimental ; the terms are not exorbitant, confidering
how indifpenfibly they were known to be wanted, the extraor-
dunary fervice they are to go upon, the lands and feas they are
to traverfe in going forth and coming home, and the great un-
certainty of their return. The computation of the expences at-
tending them are over-rated. But had the expence been great-
er, the cmcrp‘ency is fuch that we muft have complied with any
terms demanded.  The Americans have thrown themielves out
Oi cur protettion, and are become ftrangers ; fo that we fhould
not
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not [cruple to employ againft them, both our own forces and
thole of our allies, {.ittle is to be apprechended from the coun.
tenance that foreign powers may give to America: it is fo evi.
dent, that their plaineft interelk militaies againft their undertak.
ing the defence of the colonies, that it is not a fubje€t defcrving

of difcuffion. S |
After violent debates, the queftion was carried in favor of
miniftry by 100 votes to g2. But not without a proteft, where.
~in the lords fay, ** We have reafon 10 apprehend, that when the
~ coloriizs came to underfland, that Great-Britain is forming al.
liances and hiring foreign troops for their deftrution, they may
think they are well juftified, by the example, in endeavouring
to avai) them{zlves of the like affiftance; and that France, Spain,
Pruflia, or ouer powers of Europe, may think they have as good
a right as Heffe, Brunfwick, and Hanau to interfere in our
domeflic quarrels.” When this bufinefs ... secided, another
came on, whichoccafioned no lefs ferment. ‘i'he. fecretary of
war gave notice, [ March 11.] thar the fun of 845,000l. would
be neceffary to defray the extraordinary expences from the
commencement of March the preceding ycar, to the end of laft
1]lanum*y. This information excited one of the moft violent
orms of oppofition ever known. *‘* Never, faid they, was fo
vaft a demand for contingent expences incurred in fo fhort a
tine,”  From the varnious calculations made on this occafion,
they inferred, that no lefs than one hundred pounds a man had
acen expended on the garrifon of Bofton, within lefs than the
term of a year ; during which time, they had been reduced to
great extremities, through want of provifions ; and had endu.
- red a variety of wretchednefs. The miniflry, though affailed
with much vehemence, ftocd their ground upon the approbation
and authority of parliament. They argued—As to the expendi-
ture of thofe fums, which are loaded with heavy cenfures, it
«ught to be remembered, that the operations they were employ-
ed in, wcre numerous and chargeable; and that the various un.
dertakings which had becn refolved upon, were of fo novel and
d&ifficult a nature, as to require the moft refolute cxertions, and
the moft libera! fupport. The Maflachufetts had exercifed that
refiftance for which, not imagining it would have been carried to
fuch extremities, they had not made an adequate preparation :
but now that nothirg lefs *han the moft daring and ftubborn op-
pofition was expetted from the colonifts, they thould no longer
withhold their ftrength ;’ 1t fhould put it forth infuch a manner,
as would thow that Brita was fully ableto crufh them, A fef-
fion or two more of firn .efs and vigor, would bring about an
alteration of flairs, aud make the colonies repent of the provo-
| cations
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cations they had given to this country. The motion for the
fupply was carried by amajority of 180 to 57. |
(March 14.] A frelh”atterapt was made in the houfe of
Jords to prevent a continuance of hoftilities. The duke: of Graf-
ton moved, that an addrefs fhould be prefented to the throne,
requefting that, in order to ftop the further eflufion of blood, and
to manifeft the fincere defire of king and parliament -to reflore
peace, and redrefs grievances, a proclamation might be iffued,
declaring, that if the colonies fhould prefent a petition to the
tommander in chief of his majefly’s forces in America, or to the
commiflioners appointed for fuch purpoles, fetting forth what
they confidered to be their juft rights and real grievances, the
king would confent to a fufpenfion of arms, and refer their peti.
. tion to parliament, where they mlfiht be confident it would be
duly confidercd and anfwered.  All the reafonings of thofe who
fupported the motion were totally ineffelual : 1t was rejetted
by a majority of near three to one. Thus ende.d'a debate, which
put aperiod, for a while, to all attempts for conciliatory meafures,
in either houfe of parliament. But the lord mayor, aldermen, and
.commons of the city of London, ftill continued their endeavours,
in an humble and decent addrefs, which they prefented to his
majefty. [Marche2e.| The anlwer, though not according to
their petition, was no wife irritating ; and exprefled as much
mercy and clemency to the Americans, adjudged to be'in a flate
of rebellion, as could be expefled, confidering what coercion
was going forward. Some of the Brunfwick troops failed from
Spichead [ April 4.] under convoy of two men of war, and were
followed the next day by generals Burgoyne and Phillips; Bur-
ﬁ;)yne had left Bofton in December, and returned home after a
| mﬁ)affage. ' |
[May 6.] Letters patent, by his majefty’s order, paffed un-
der the great {eal, conftituting lord Howe and general Howe, to
be his majefty’s commiffioners for reftoring peace to the colonies
in North-America, and for granting pardon to fuch of his ma-
jefty's fubje€ls there, now in rebeliion, as fhall deferve the royal
mercy. The fameday, commodore Hotham, with all the tran-
fports, having the ﬁr{z divifion of Heflians on board, failed from
St. Helen's for North-America. The troops are to affift in for.
- cingthe rebels to afk mercy. Five days u‘ter, his lordihip fol
lowed in the Eagle man of war. -

According to the eflimates laid before parliament, the army to
be employed againft the Americans, in diﬂp rent quarters, amounts
to 55,000 men, befide all the recruits raifed in Canada and other
parts of the continent, which may amount to sooo. Thele ef-
umates muft however have fuppofed the regiments full, But

Vor. II, K after
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after dedu€ting for deficiencies in aii conceivable ways, we ma
allow the whole land force, with which the united colonies will
have to combat, to be at leaft 40,00 privates and officers,

[May 2g.] His majefty went to the houfe of pecrs ; gave his
royal affent to fuch bill]s as were prclented ; and then put an end
to the feflion. In his fpeech hefaid, * It is with pleafure I in.
form you, that the aflurances which I have reccived of the dif-
pofitions of the feveral powers in Europe, promifs a continuance
~ of the general tranquillity,”

Many in Britain are more than ever difgufled with coercive
meafures, from the 1ll fuccels which has attended their executi«
on. The difaflers which have happened, have made a deep im.
preflion upon their minds ; and they are ready to impute them,
rather to the iniquity, than to the imprudence of the fchemes
in agitation. But adminiftration has been fupported by both
the prefs and the pulpit. Several pamphlets, compofed with
much art and ability, and recommended by many of the beau.
tics of language, have painted in black and hateful colours, the
claims and conduét of the Americans ; and have, by that mean, |
not a little inflamed the refentmen: of the mother country, One
of the leading methodift preachers, Nlr. W——, has revived
the doftrines of paflive obedience and non.refiftance, nearly as
afferted in the laft century. He declines prattifing them toward
his fuperiors in the Englifh church, of which he profefles him.
felf a member. The doétors Johnfon and Shebbeare, as in du.
ty and gratitude -bound for their refpettive penfions, have pub-
lithed many ingenious things on the fide of miniftry. But none |
have diftinguithed themfelves more arong the political champi- |
ons of the day, than Dr. Price. He publifhed in February a
moft admirable piece, ftiled, * Obfervations on the nature of
civil liberty, the principles of government, and the juftice and |
policy of the American war.” ~Such was theavidity with which .
1t was read, that it ran through four editions within a month,
His opponents may write agawnft it as much as they will, but
they will never be able to confute it. On the 24th of March,
at a court of common-council, 2 motion was made and carried,
* That the thanks of the court be given to Dr. Price, for his
excellent pamphlet on civil liberiy ; alfo, that the frecdom of
the city be prefented to him in a gold box.” Three days after,
at a court of affiftants of the drapers company, a motion was
made and carried to prefent the dottor with the freedom of that
company. The dottor has conveyed his acknowledgments to',
the lord mayor, aldermen, and common.council; and exprefled
his hope that their approbation would lead the public to fix their

Views




P BT IUR T VTR
""‘ j:’,‘:";. :‘ ..\.-"i\ P ¥ A '
YR LA .

CAD. 6] AMERICAN REVALUTION, g

AN

views more ¢:i fi-b megiures as fhould fave a finking conflie
tion, and prefesve us fygm‘gni;'séndg::g calamities, )

You may wifh to know the fentiiuents of wne Fronch relative
to the American conteft. Thofe of the nchility and geniry,
who are tolerably verfed in the Englifh language, accuitom them-
fclves to the reading of the papers containing the difputes be-
tween Britain and the colonies. The gencrality conceive of the
affair as a family quarrel, which the parues will make up after
a while. Whatever they may wifh, as to its continuance and
increafe, and however they may covertly contribute toward its
fupport, they will decline, for the prefent, all public interfe-
rence, and give the moft fatisfattory affurances to the court of
London, from an apprehenfion that both fides would otherwife
accommodate, unite and fall upon them. Should the late afts
which parliament have pafled, and the hiring of German auxili-
aries, force the congrefs into a declaration of independence,
they will flill remain inative, whatever preparations they may
make, until fome very favorable occurrence brings them for-
ward. Till then, they will not think of taking the colonies by
the hand ; left Britain fhould, upon its being done, offer every
thing fhort of independence, and thereby unite them afrefh to
the mother country ; which might difgrace France in the eyes
of other European powers, if not expofe her to worfe confe-
quences.

You will eafily conceive of my eager expeftation of hearing
from you fhortly. The operations in America will foon be ex-
tremely interefting, Let your informations be as early and fre.
quent as poflible,

LETTER 1L

Roxbury, fuly 19, 1776.

THE affairs of Canada fhall employ our firft attention.

Sir Guy Carleton has treated the prifoners, taken at the at.
tack of Quebec, both officers and privates, with the utmoft hu.
manity, In converfation with major Meigs, when rcturning

his
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his fword, Sir Guy faid, “ Yeu were certainly deceived in our

)

pumbers, and did not expeit we were fo ftrong.’ '
y ~ X 1Y

~ dnfwered, ** No, we kuew yoar flrength.,”  Carleton perfifted,

- * You muft have been duccived : for you never could have at.

~ tacked us, had you'knowr. that we were double your number,” *

‘The major rejoined, * We were not deceived ; but were per:

- fuaded, ".hat many of your men would not fight, and thought -

that fom2 of them might join us.”  The difcourfe was changed,
and {oon ended.

~ The biockade 'o'fl‘Quebec was continued ; but great were the

The majr

fears of the Americans, as they had no morethan gcomen tods -+
duty, -while there were upward of three times the number in the .
city., They were in daily vxpettation, that ihe latter would fale
ly out upon them. At length capt. Seaborn, with twenty-feven

men from the Maffachufetts, arrived for their encouragement;

[Jan. 25.] and was followed by other fmall reinforcements,

whereby they wereenabled to reft onenightout of two, which had
not been the cafe fora month. They advanced, and began again
to eret works before Quebec: but their ordnance proved inade-
quate. All the troops that could be {pared from the garrifon of

Montreal were fent down: but it was not till late in February,

that the army beforé the city amounted to g6o, officers included;
of rank and file fit for duty, the number was only 772. Mr.
Beaujeuimbodied a party of Canadians, with the defign of raifin

the fiege; but was encountered, and eafily difperfed [ Mar. 255
by a detachment from the continentals. The mifconduét of the
American {oldiery however, loft them the friendfhip of the Ca.
nadians, The account forwarded by an ofhicer was to the follow.
ing purport—'* When gen. Montgomery firft penetrated the
country, the Canadians were friendly. His moft unfortunate
fate and other accidents have produced fuch a change, that they
can be no more looked upon as friends. Their clergy have been
negle€ted, perhaps ill ufed, and fo are unanimoully, though pri.
vately againft the Americans. The peafantry in general have
been mal-treated; in fome inflances have been dragooned with
the point of the baycaet, to furnifh wood at a lower rate than

the current price. They have had given them, for articles fur- -
nifhed, certificates which are not legible, or are without a figna- -

ture; fo that one half of them have, of confequence, been re-
jebted by the quarter mafter-general. They have had promifes

of payment, without being paid; and fo been brought to look *
upon the promifes as vague, theit labour and property as loft,
and congrefs as bankrupt. With refpett to the better fort of people %
both French and Englifh, feven-eighths wifh to fee the throatsof -

the continentals cut.  The whole country has becn left without
any

Borl
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any kind of law, other than that of the arbitrary and gicfpotie
power of the fword in the hands of the {everal commanding ofh.
cers, too frequently abufed in all cafes of this nature. The
Americans have themfelves brought abou by mi{management,
whatgen. Carleton himfelf could never effett. A prieft’s houfe has
been entered with great violence, and his watch plundered from
him. At another ioufe, the Americans ran in debt about twen-
ty {hillings fterling; and becaufe the owner wanted to be pad,
tiley ran him through the neck with the bayonet. Women and
children have been terrified, and forced to furnith horfes to pri.
vate foldiers wjthout any profpeéi of pay. While the Canadi.
ans have in this way been alienated from, and imbittered againft
the continentals; thefe have been praélifing the moft {candalous
wafte of provifions, and by it, abfurdly adding to the danger
arifing from their other conduét.” On the receipt of this infor-
mation, congrefs refolved, [April 1g.] ¢ That inftruétions
be feat to the commiflioners, to caulfe juftice to be done to the
Canadians: and that the commanding ofhicer in Canada, be di.
refted to be very attentive to military difcipline, and to infliék
exemplary punithment on all thofe who violate the military re-
ulations eftablifhed by congrefs.” They had before ordered
'%our battalions to Canada, they now added fix more; and direét.
ed the commiffary general to forward 2000 barrels of pork
thither with all po&”ible difpatch. .
While the troops lay before Quebec, they caught the fmalls
pox from a girl, who had been a nurfe in the city hofpital, and
came out among them. The diftemper {pread, and the foldiers
noculated themfelves for their own fafety, regardlefs of all ors
ders to the contrary. The reinforcements, which were daily ar.
riving, praflifed the fame method: fo that thougly, by the firft
of May, the army confifted of more than gooc. men, there were
not goo fit- for duty at the feveral pofts; and the whole were
%reatly {cattered for want of barracks, What added to the di.
refs, medicines and every thing neceffary for the fick were
wanted. This was the {ituation of the troops, when gen. Thos
mas arrived to take the command, but ftill fomething was
attempted. The river about Quebec being fufficiently cleared
from ice, d[Maly 3.] the Americans took the opportunity
of the flood for fending up a fire-thip, about ten o’clock at
night, in order to firc the thipping; and drew up ready to at-
tack the walls, if the fire fhould take place. They were provided
with ladders and their fcheme was well laid. Had it fuceeded,
the garrifon muft have been thrown into great confufion; and
had that opportunity for making an affault been embraced, the
town muft have been in imminent danger of being taken, The
fhip coming from below was at firft fiprofed ¢ be a friend, ar-
Tivea,
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rived from {ea to the relief of the befieged. Being night it way
not till fhe was very near the (hippinﬁ, that fhe was difcovered to
be an enemy, when a heavy fire at her commenced; the people
on board, finding that they were no longer concealed, lighted
the train, and in a moment fhe was in a blaze; her fails took
fire, and checked her way: and the tide beginning to ebb,
fhe was carried down the river. The men made their efcape
in boats.

General Thomas perceiving that nothing effe€tual could be
doneby the army in 1ts prefent condition, learning that they had
only three days provifion, and apprehenfive of the danger that
would take place upon the arrival of Britith reinforcements, [ May

.] called a council of war, when it was concluded to make the
geﬁ retreat in their power. ‘The meafures which 1mmediately
followed, were {ufficient indications to the enemy of what way
intended. It {o happened, that carly in the morning [May 6.]
after the retreat was concluded upon, the Surprife frigate from
Great-Britain arrived, and was foon followed by the 1fis of 54
guns, and the Martin {loop, with fuccours. They had by the
zcal and aétivity of the ofhcers and crews, forced their way

through the ice, while the paffage up the river was deemed almoft ¢

impratticable. They had on board 1000 marines, and two com-
panies of the 2gth regiment, which were landed with all expedi-
tion. About noon, gen. Carleton having joined them to his own
troops, marched out, 8oo firong, to attack the Americans, who

had began their retreat before ; for gen. Thomas could not hazard

waiting an attack, as he was not able to colleét more than about

oo men, on account of their being fo {cattered on Point Levi

fle of Orleans, Beau Port, and other villages. The Americans
abandoned their baggage, artillery, ftores, and other encumbran-
ces. The fick got off as they could, creeping away from the hof-
pitals, many with the {mall-pox full on them. The Canadians
proved kind, fecreted and took care of them, till they were able
to march off and join their comrades. Sir Guy Carleton did not
take more than about 100 prifoners. The king’s troops, that
had juft arrived, were in no condition for a purfuit; but could the
whole have followed with vigor, they muft have taken or deftroy-
ed nearly all the American forces, for they had little ammuniti-
on. They retreated forty-five miles before they ftopped, having
marched almoft the whole night. After halting a few days, they
Eroceeded to Sorel, in a condition not to be exprefled by words;

ut had the fatisfattion of being joined here by four regiments,
that were waiting for them. }%ere they remained, and were re-
inforced by the arrival of other battalions. During this period
gen. Thomas fickned of the {mall-pox, and died. Havin% or;

ere
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dered that the troops fhould not inoculate, he would not have a
recourfe to that precaution for his own fecurity. The Ameri-
cans have loft in him one of their beft generals. He was amia-
ble in private and public life. Contented with domeftic happi-
nefs, he was not ambitious of an exalted ftation ; but was ready
to ferve his country in the moft hazardous fituation. General
Thompfon commanded after Thomas fickened, and when the
latter gied, the command devolved on gen. Sullivan, who had re-
paired to Canada early in May.

The Americans had for fome time pofted at the Cedars, a
{fmall fort forty-three miles above Montreal, a party of 3go men,
under the command of col. Beadle. Capt. Fofter, with a detach-

(ganadians 100, and 500
Indians, but without cannon, defcended from the lakes, and ap-
proached toward the fort*, The colonel, in a cowardly man-
ner, abandoned his command to major Butterfield, and repaired
to Montreal for a reinforcement. The major having little or no
more courage than the other, {'urrcnderecil the fort [May 15. ]
without making any refiftance worth noticing. Mean while, ma-
jor Henry Sherburne was detached with 140 men from Mont.
real ; but col. Beadle, valuing fafety more than fidelity or ho-
nor, refufed to return with the reinforcement. It was the day
after the furrender before major Sherburne could proceed from the
Jake (which he was obliged to crofs) with 100 men including him.
felf. The reft were left for guards and other fervices. [May 2o. ]
About five, they were attacked by a body of about sc0 Indians
and Canadians, who, under cover of a wood, fired upon them.
‘The Americans maintained an obftinate engagement for an hour
and forty minutes ; when the Indians having furrounded them,
rufhed upon and difarmed them. Many of them were facrificed
to Indian fury, butchered with tomahawks and other inftruments
of death. They loft in the aftion twenty .eight killed and wound-
ed. About twenty were afterward killed in cold blood ; and fe-
ven or eight were carried off by the Indians. The prifoners-were
immediately ftripped almoft naked, drove to the fort, and deli-
vered to capt. Foller, whofc fuccefs in taking the fort wa. not
known before the attion. The enemy had two and twenty killed,
among them a chief warrior of the Seneca tribe, on account of
whofe death the prifoners were probably treated with the groffer
nfult and abufe.  Arnold, who had been made a brigadicr gene-
ral the beginni.ng of January, had commanded in Montreal fome
time, having returned thither upon gen. Woofter’s going down
to Quebec.  He was defirous of remedying the evil that had tak-

# Journals of Congrefs, vol. ii. p. 257,
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en place at the Cedars, and went forward with a !party of between
8 and goo men to the lake. When it was difcovered that the
general was approaching [May 26. | and making difpofitions to
attack the enemy, capt. Fofter took care to acquamt him, that
if he would not agree to a propofed cartel, (which major Sher-
burne and the other officers had been required to fignand had
figned) but proceeded to attack him, every man of the prifoners
wauld be put to inftant death by the Indians. Gen. Arnold was
extremely averfe to entering into any agreement, but was af
length induced by the motive of faving the prifoners. A cartel
was concluded upon and figned on the 27th, for the exchange of
2 majors, g captains, 20 %ubalterns, and 443 foldiers, It was
agreed [May 27.] that four- American captains fhould be fent to
(Suebec as hoftages, and remain there until the prifoners are
exchanged. |
Let us now direét our attention to Sir Guy Carleton, who had
a frefh opportunity of exercifing his humanity toward the Ame.
ricans. That the fick, who were left bchinc{ and could not get
off when the others fled from before Quebec, might not perifh,
he iflued a proclamation, commanding the proper officers to find
out and afford the unhappy perfons all neccllury relief at the pub.
lic expence ; and to render the bencfit complete, and to prevent
obftinacy or apprehenfion from marring its effeét, he aflured them,
that upon recovering. they fhould have free liberty of returning &
to their refpeétive provinces. 5
Toward the end of May feveral regiments arnived; and the
Britith force in Canada, when complcted, was eftimated at about
13,000 men. The general rendezvous was appointed to be at
Three Rivers, half way betwecn %ucbcc and Montreal, about
go miles from each. The place takes its name from the vicinity
of one of the branches of a large river, whole waters are difcharg-
ed, through three mouths, into that of St. Lawrence. The Bris
tifh and Brunfwick troops were at this time much {eparated. A
confiderable body was at Three Rivers under gen. Frazer. Ano-
ther under gen. Nefbit lay near it on board the tranfports. A
reater than either, with the generals Carleton, Burgoyne, Phil.
fips, and Reidefel, was in feveral divifions by land and water, on
its way from Quebee. Gen. Sullivin, from the information he
received, concluded upon an expedition againft, as he apprehend-
ed, the Britith advance guard at Tlree Rivers, the exccution of
which was committed to gen. Thompfon. The latter embarked
at Sorel, with 1800 men, under colonels Maxwell, St. Clair
and Wayne, in fifty boats, and coafting the fouth fide of Lake
St. Peter, where the St. Lawrence {preads to a great extent, ar-
rived at Nicolet, from whence they fcll down the river by night,
an
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and paffed to the other fide, with an intention of furprifing the
forces under gen. Frazer. Three Riversis to be confidered ra-
ther as a long village, than a rcgular town, The plan was to
land nine mifes above the town, io fealonably as to march down
under cover of the night, and to attack it a little before day -break.
[ June 8.] By reafon of unexpeéted delays, it was fo long ere the
troops landed, that in a few minutes the day light agpcared. They
had then to make a forced march of nine miles. They haflened,
ran down hill and up, and got tircd. The general puthed on,
having procured a Canadian guide, who was either 1ignorant or
unfaigxgul . for a little before fun-rife he found his forces were
too much out of the way. They returned, but loft the road on
the fide of the river ; were foon however, in view of fome of the
enemy’s boats, between which and the flanking party feveral balls
were exchanged. They then quickened their pace, and continu-
ed advancing in fight of the fhipping, with drum beating and fife
playing, as they knew they were difcovered. They foon heard
the fpeaking trumpets found *land the troops—Iland the troops.”
The general judgin% there was no poflibility of pafling the fhips,
without being expoled to all their fire ; and yet determining to

erfift in the expedition, filed off at a right angle from the niver.
g—le meant to take a circuitous route, ang enter the town on the
back fide. A bad morafs interpofed ; the troops entered it ; they
were then about two miles from the town. A worfe march, for
about a mile and a half, did not offer in all Arnold’s expedition,
the men were almoft mired. About nine o’clock they came to
a cleared fpot ; formed and got into fome order about ten. They
advanced, but before the rear had got off the place of formati-
on, the front received a heavy fire from the enemy, which firuck
them with terror. The fire was inftantly repeated; and though
the balls flew over the heads of the troops, without doing any ma-
terial execution, they gave way and crowded back in the utmoft
confufion, which left them without a leader, {6 that every one
did as he pleafed. They turned their faces up the river, and
haftened through the fwamp as faft as poffible. About eleven
they began to colle&, and after a while ﬁ:’arnt from the Canadi-
ans, that the enemy had fent a detachment, with feveral field pie-
ces by land, to cut off their retreat, and a party by water to feize
their boats. About four they were told, that the enemy had fe-
cured the bridge before them, which it was fuppofed they muft
pafs. They were alfo foon convinced, that a large body was
clofe in thetr rear. Col. Maxwell ordercd all who Ead colletted
together to halt, called the officers to him and faid, * What thall
we do ? Shall we fight thofe in the front or in the rear ? or fhall

- we tamely fubmit ? or fhall we turn off into the woods, and each
-~ Vou. IL. L man
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man fhift for him{lf #* The laft propefal sas preferred ; but the §
encmy was fo near, that tie rear of the Americans was cxpoled |f
to another tremendous fire, while going down the hill into the |
woods, but the Dalls flew over them wicko'ut injuring any. The g&
perfon who was intrufted with the care of the boats, had remov. §
¢d them in time to a fecure place, {o that the lofs of the Ameri. |
caus, which muft otherwife have been much greater, amounte |
only tu about goo prifeners.  The troops that efcaped began to Jil
colle€t about ten the next day, and by noon were confiderably v
uurnerous,  They got along by degrees, and by fun.fet the day )
fuilowing arrived o pofite Gorel. [ June 10.] Gen. Thomplon '/
- aml eol, Irwin, the fecond in camand, with fome other officen, t
‘were'taken,  The killed and wounded of the King's troops wa *
tisfling. This attempt to furprife the Briti{h tzoops at Three Ri
vers, which ity appear to have been a defperate undertaking, -
would fcarce have been made, had it been known, in time, how
siich they had been reinforced by frelh arvivals; and probs.
bly ought to have been abandoned the moment that the furpri
was no longer poffible, . i
The king's forces Liaving joined at Three Rivers, proceeded by
land and water to Sorel, [ June 14.] off which the fleet arrived ia f‘;z;,{;

\
A

the evening, a few hours after the rear of the Americans had left
it. A conliderable bodv was lunded, and the coimand of the %
column given to gen. Burgoyne, with infiruétions to purfue the i
conttnental avmy up the river to 8t. John's, but without hazard. j«
ing any thing till another column vn his riéiht ould be able to }:y:
co-operate with him.  Sir Guy’s extreurdinaty precaution ia
putting nothing to the hazard, when sot abloluiely neceffary, gave ts}%
the Ainericaus the opportunity of efcaping. Had Burgoyne beea g7

inftruéted to prefs on with the utmoft expedition, great numben {8
of them muft have been made prifoners, and but few wuld have &
croflfed Lake Champlain, A
Major Nuthan Fuller, of col. Bond's Maffuchufetts regiment, &%
was intrulled with the care of the baggage, when the Awerican @
retreated up the Sorel. It was put on board feveral vellels, They @8
had a fine pallage tor a while, but at leagth were becalmed fo J&
long as to give the advance of the Britith an cpportunity of ap. 88
proaching them apace, The mujor acquainted gen, Sullivan, wid g
was confiderably a-hiead, of the dangerous fituation he fhould ¢4
foon bein,  The general fint a hundied batieans to bring off the 1%
nicn and baggage, snd gave orders for burning the vellels, The
major hud but juil tinte to accomplifh the work, and was in forme
danger betore i was finifhed. | June 15.) Gen. Arnold, with
his veops, left Monoeal and crolied fiom the ifland of Longmeil
tv the continent, in his way to Clumbles, A great part ot )
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Britith fleet and army fuiled for the fame place, and had not the
wind failed, would probably have arrived at Longuml the fang
night, and about the fame time with gen. Arnold. The gene-
ral carried away with him from Montreal 2 quantity of goods,
which he ordered col. Hazen to take charge of ; but the colonel
difapproving the meafure, would have nothing to do with them.
When the troops entered the road near Chamblee, they occafi.
oned {uch an alarm in the place, that the three corzpanies of artil-
lery formed immediatc}y and marched up the hill to meet them ;
which brought on a difcovery of their belonging to gen. Arnold,
and being from Montreal. ‘When the army lett Chamblee, the
men were obliged to drag their loaded batteaus, to the number of
100 or more, {ome with cannon in them, up t' e rapid-, by bo.
dily firength and up to the middle in water. Here they deftroy-
ed the faw-millg, three veflels and three gondolas, together with
all the batteaus which they could not bring off. Major Fuller
commanded the rear, confifting of five hundred men, and had
under his care the batteaus and baggage. The Britifh enter.
ed Chamblee at one ead, while he quitted it at the other. When
he was about a mile beyond the town, all his party, except
feventy, puthed off to elcape danger. Soon after you leave
Chamblee, in the way to St. John's, the road enters a wood,
which thickens-as you advance in it. Though the road is open
and good, ye: the bruth, wood and trees on each fide afford fuch
4 cover to parties, that you cannot afcertain their number, nor
be fure that there are not ambufhes in various places. The ma.
jor had #n alive, ‘fenfible, bold officer in the {econd lieutenant,
r, George®, who remained with him, The lieutenant was
ordered, with 37 men, to flank the advancing parties of the ene-
my. He, vy dwiding his men, concealing them on each fide of
the road, employing them in popping with their guns on the ene-
my, firft in one place then in another ; and fo changing the fcene
cf their attack, as though they were far more numerous, amufed
the udvance of the enemy in fuch a manner, as to fave the rear.
Mdjor Fuller imputes it very much to the condu& of lieutenant
George, that the rear, and of courfe the boats and bagjzage were
faved, The falvation of thefe was probably the falvation of the
army. ‘When the major found himfelf abandoned, he fent for-.
ward a meflenger to col. Stark and other officers, who were not
far before, acquainted them with his fituation, and requefting
tieir afliftance.  Cols, 8tark, Poor, Porter and others, imme-
al:‘fte{ly put themfelves under the command of the major, who had
ali fent on an exprefs to St, John's, to inform gen. Sullivan of

* Afterward captain George, of Watertown, near Bofton,
his
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his danger, and vhe weceflity of a fpeedy reinforcement. The

eneral haflentd away 1500 men under col. Bond, who met the
major about half way between the two places, feven miles from
Chamblee. The danger being ended by the arrival of the rein.
forcement, the major left the command to his colonel, and went

forward to carry gen. Sullivan the agreeable news of all being’ {afe,

which, after the various falfe diftratting repor:s that had reached
him, was received with inconceivable tranfport.  The major loft
but two men in the retreat ; the lofs was occafioned by their get-
ting drunk ; but from them the enemy could learn nothing of the
major’s real condition time enough to take the advantage of it .

[Jume 18.] General Burgoyne arrived at St. Fokn’s in the
evening. The Americans had taken away every thing and fet
fire to the forts and barracks. Major John Bigelow ftayed with

about 40 men, till thl?r were deftroyed, and at dufk pufhed off §

Liis boats for 1fle aux Noix, to which the whole army had repair-
ed. Greater confufion than it had been in during the retreat, is
feldom heard of; and yet the lofs it fuftained is too inconfideras

ble, to be given in detail, or in fum total. From the Ifle the ar- °.
my proceeded to Crown-Point, without any danger from a pur. §-
g deftroyed, and every 3

{fuit—every boat that could be found being
thing done to impede the enemy. The Americans had alfo the

command of Lake Champlain; and wili continue matfters of it,
until a number of veflels can be procured to give Sir Guy Carle.
ton a fuperiority, and enable him to traverie it with fafety. Other &

matters will now demand our attention.

[June 15.] The New-Hampfhir: veprefentatives voted unani-
moufly, that their delegates at the continental congrefs be in- %
ftruted to join with the other colonies indeclaring the Thirteen .

United colonies, 2 free and independent {tate, (not flates) &c.

provided the ieguiation of their internal police be under the di- %

rection of their own affemblyv.

It appears by a return of the inhabitants, that the fum total of -‘.;,

all the males, females, whites and ntgroes amounts to 82,394.—

The total excefs of malesis ::31. 'The males in the continent~ 4

al army are 2488. If of thefe fo many as 1357 furvive the fer-
vice and re'urn, the males and femzles are equal. In about
twenty years the inhabitants will be double the number. ¢ It
has been found by calculations, that America has doubled her
numbers even by natural generation alome, upon an average,
about once in eightcen years*.””  The continuance of the war,

% Major, now col. Fuller, of Newtown, informed me of the particus
lars in which he was concerned.

¥ Letters of Mr. John Adawsto Dr, Calkcen, pv 144
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unlefs exceflively defiruétive, will make no material difference.
“ In the Frenoh war, which lafled from 1755 to 1763 (duning
which time the colonies made great exertions, and had in the.
field a great number of men) it was found that the population had
increafed nearly as faft as L. times of peace t.” . B
One Mugfuiu, who had beena matfter of fome tradi ve{fcl,.

applied to gen. Ward for the corpmand of a continenta crmfe;
which lay unemployed. By his importunity and profeffions he-
prevailed and had an order ﬁiven him. The captain made all
poflible sxpedition, got pofleflion of the veflel, procured powder
and ball and with twenty men pufhed immediately into Bofton
bay. After he was gone from the general, the latter received
fuch a bad charaéter of him, that he {ent off an exprefs to: recal
the order: but it was too late, Mugford had failed. He was no
fooner in the bay but the fhip Hope of 270 tons, 4 guns,and 17
men, prefented to view. She was laft from Corke, and hzd ort >
board 1500 barrels of powder, befide carbines and bayonéss,
travelling carriages for heavy cannon, a vait variety of tools, ym-
plements and neceflaries for the army and artillery. Capt Mug-
ford ih his cruifer of fifty tons and four guns ran up to her,
[May 17.] and ordered her to firike. The Hope, either from
the failors declining to fight, or from other motives, made no
refiftance. Commodore Banks lay a few miles off with his-men
of war, and in fight; and his boats might foon have been up with
the thip. -The captain of the Hope, fenfible of this advantag.,
ave orders for the men to cut the top-fail halliards and ties.~
idugford heard the orders, and knew the confequence of execu- -
ting them—that the failing of the fhip would be fo long prevent.
ed, that the men of war’s boats would recover her. - He there.
fare opened with vollies of oaths and execrations; and i the
moft horrid manner, threatened the captain and every oneon
board with immediate death if the orders were executed, upon
which the captain was fo terrified as to defift. 'When Mugtord
had taken pofleflion of his. prize, he was joined by two ovher
{mall cruifers, who affifted in carrying her fafe through Pulling.
Point-Gut. The inhabitants of Bofton, ‘who had been devoully -
engaged in keeping the continental faft, had, on leaving their
refpettive places ogf worfhip in the afternoon, the peculiar
pleafure of feeing the moft valuable prize, on account of the

owder, taken fince the commencement of the war, entering the

1arbour.

Captain. Mugford having fecured the Hope, and meaning to

go out again without lofs of time, failed down and came to an

t Letters of Mr, Adams, p. 13, -
anchor
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anchor in Pulling-Peint-Gut, with the Lady Walhington, on
Sunday evening. [May 19.] They were attacked, about nine
o'clock, by thirteen boats from the men of war at Nantafket.—
The boats were beaten off, with great lofs on the part of the ene-
my, in the deaths of the brave lieutenant, who commanded, and
feveral of his men: but Mugford, exerting himfelf heroically,
was killed, and was the only perfon loft on the fide of the Ame-
rican cruifers.
~ The Maffachufetts general court for promoting the making of
falt-petre, had fome time back agreed to take in all that could be
by the firft of June at five and three-pence flerling the
d. On the week that clofed the period of receiving it, they
purchafed in this way 102,635lb.. There are fuch quantitics
yet coming in, made before the firft of June, that the court pafied
an order to receive for fome time to come, at the faid price, all
that fhall appear to be made before that time. |
. The harbour of Boilon had been leftin a defencelefs flate ever
fince the evacuation of the town, liable to the intrufions of a
{mall naval force, which might have entered and fired the town,
or laid it under contribution. The inhabitants of that and the
neighbouring towns, being diffatisfied with its continuing fo,,
concluded upon aflifting in erefting a fort upon Noddle’s-Ifland.
In the beginning of May a number of volunteers, both laity and
clérgy, repaired thither from time to time, and aided in the
work till it was finithed ; while the poorer clafs were rewarded
for their labours. Something having been done for the fecurity
of the harbour, general Benjamin Lincoln, while the court was
fitung; entertained the thought of driving the Britith fhipping
from Nantafket, and planneg a fcheme for efle€ling it. They
cenfifted of a fifty gun {hip, commanded by commodore Banks,
the Milford man of war, the Yankee Hero privateer, taken b
the laft, and feven large tranfports lately arnived with highland.
ers, an armed brig and two {chooners. The highlanders were -
{ ed to be at leaft f ven hundred. On Thurfday the 12th
of June, the Boftonians were acquainted by beat of drum, that
an expedition was goingto be undertaken againft thc enemy at
Nantufket. Dctac‘iiments from colonels Marfhall and Witney's
regiments, and a battalion of train, comnianded by col. Crafts,
were émbarked at the Long wharf, together with cannon, am-
munition, provifions, &c. and proceeded for Pettick’s Ifland
and Hull, where they were joined by more troops and fea-coaft .
companies, fo as to make near fix hundred men at each place.
Militia from the towns in the vicinity of Boflon harbour, with
a detachment from the train and fome ficld pieces, took pofl on
Moon Ifland, at Hof's-neck, and at point Alderton. A de-
| tachimeat
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tachment from the continental army under col. Whitcomb, with
‘two cighteen pounders, and a thirteen inch mortar, &c. were
embarked for Long-Ifland, and there took poit. ‘The troops
did not arrive at the feveral places of deftination till near mora-
ing ; but when arrived, were attive and alert in the higheft de-
ree. The cannon were foon planted, and a thot trom Long-
{land announced their defign; on which a f{ignal was made for
the flect to get under way. The commodore bore and returned
the American fire with {pirit, till a fhot from Long-lfland pier-
ced his upper works, when he got under fail. Several {hells
werethrown at him, which might haflen his departure. |
Thus was free egrels and ingrefs to the harbour for all friend-
ly vellels recovered on that very day, on which, two. years be-
fore, the failing of every one of that kind from the port of
Bofton ceafed by virtue of a Bntifh alt of parhament. This
circumftance was not thought of, when the expedition commen-
ced ; but was merely accidental, though it could not be oves-
looked when it had happened. The fame day the houle of al-
fembly received a letier from the prefident of the general con-
vention of Virginia, enclofing their refolutions wiath refpeét to
mdependency. .
Commodore Banks omitting to leave cruifers in the bay, af-
forded an opportunity to the American privateers of taking a
number of highlanders. Three days atter his quitting 1t, [ June
17.] the George and Annabella tranfports cntered, after a paf-
{age of feven wecks from Scotland, during the courfe of which
they had not an opportunity of {peaking a fingle veflel, that
could give them the fmalleft information of the Britith troops
+ having evacuated Bofton. They were attacked in the morning
by four privateers, with whom they engaged till evening ; when
the privateers bore away, on which tie tianfperts pulhed for
Boftan harbour, not doubting but that they fhould receive pro-
telion, either from a fort or fhip of force ftationed for the fe.
curity of Britith fhips. They ftood up for Nantafket road, when
an American batterv opened upon them, which was the firft fe-
rious proof they had of the fituation of aftuirs at the port to
which they were deftined.  Thev were too fur embayed to re-
treat, as the wind had died awuy', and the tide of flood was not
half expended.  The privateers with which they had been en.
gaged, joined by two others, made toward them, They pre.
pared for atlion. By fome misfortune the Annubella gos
a-ground fo far a-flern of the George, that the later expected
but a fecble fupport from her mutketry.  About eleven at night
thc. privateers anchored clofe by, and hailed them to firitke the
Briuth flag. "The mate of the George, and every fatlor on board,
’ | the
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the captainxcepted, refuled to fight any longer ; but every offi.
cer and private of the feventy-firit regiment, who were 1in the
fhip, ftood to their quarters with ready obedience to the lieute.
nant colonel. On their refufing to f{rike, the aftion was re.
newed, when after a fharp combat of an hour and a half, they
had expended every fhot belonging to their artillery. They were
then obliged to yield, there being no power of efcaping, nor the
moft diftant hope of relief. Their killed were eight privates
and major Menzies, befide feventeen wounded. The major was
buried with the honors of war at Bofton. The prifoners expe-
rienced the utmoft civility and good treatment. A week before
the capture of thefe tranfports, the. Ann, in the fame fervice, &
was taken and carried into Marblehead, though comnlodore |
Banks was then at Nantafket. The number of highlanders taken
is two hundred and fixty-feven grivatcs, forty-eigﬁtothers, befide
the honorable Archibald Campbell, lieutenant colonel of the fe- |
cond battalion of the feventy-firft regiment. '
[July 3.] Onmotion in the Malfachufetts affembly it was *
voted unanimoufly, * that if congrefs fhall think proper to de.
clare the colonies independent, this houfe will approve of the i
meafure.” 3
There is no doubt of its being approved by all the colonies: g
‘but there has been mana:uvering in order to produce the necef- 3
fary difpofition among the New-Yorkers ; of which you will i
form the beft idea, from the following letter written the begin- ¥
ning of May from New-York, in anfwer to one of the preced- ¥
ing month from Philadelphia—** Soon after I received your lets 3
ter, I fent for colonel Sears, Mr. John Smith and fume others, |
whom I knew to be ftaunch, to fpend an evening with me, that .
I might converfe with them upon the fubjeét (fuppofed to be that ¢
of taking up government.) It would not do to (Il,\ow your letter, &
or even hint that I had received it, but an opportunity for intro- §
ducing the fubjet foon offered. A captain of my guard came i
and reported, that the committee of fafety had fent fome perfons
to the main Fuard, who had no complaint lodged againit them.
I immediately fent to the committee, and they fent a fub-com- 3§
mittee to wait upon me. I alked them what charge they had to 4
lay againft the prifoners. They informed me, one was a collec.
tor who had not accounted for the money he had collefted, and ¢,
had abufed their congrefs. The others were in for different @
crimes. I told them, that I could by no means confent to have
free citizens {ubjetted to trials by court martial. They muft uy
them by proper courts, if fuch there were ; and if not, the of- .
fenders muft run at large, till neceflity obliged them to conftitute
the proper courts, This opened the door for me, and I took g
advantage
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advantage of it. The fub-committee thanked me for my care
over the liberties of their fellow citizens, and owned the necef-
fity of taking up government. Sears, Smith, &c. were {trongly
of that opinion, and all went home perfeétly {atisfied, and with-
out fufpetting the converfation was any tlnn,(;’ more than acci-
dental. The next day Greene and I were ordered to the jail to
fee fome prifoners of war. There I found fomé (Yerfons in for
robbery, and one for murder. As I found 1 had good fuccefs
in the beginning, I determined to keep on, and irequently took
occafion to mention the great dificulty, which muft attend their
prefent ftate :—that 1t would be tyrannical to execute thofe per-
fons without a trial :—to try and execute them, by procefs in the
name of a king, with whom we were at war, would be abfurd :
and if neither of thefe methods were taken, they mnuft, whether
guilty or not, {uffer perpetual imprifonment. The argument
took effeft; and even tories therifelves acknowledged it was beft
to take up government, till reconciliation fhould tske place.—
This doftrine pleafed me well ; for { knew if government was
once qfumea’ upon wnatever motives, they would ﬁ'nd thut the Ru-
bicon was paffed, and that they could never return to ther ancient
Jorm. 1 then, by the advice of my privy council, drew up a
piece purporting a petitionto the committee of fafety, to requeft
leave from the continental congrefs to take up government.—
This piece I enclofe you, and though badly wrote, it fteers fo
direétly between whiggifm and toryilm, that no perfon can tell
whether it was drawn by a whig or torvi My privy council in-
formed me, that it had the defired effe€t; the whigs were ford
of it, becaufe if it took effett, their point was carriei and no re-
ireat could ever take place ; the tories were fond of it, becaufe
it held up the d—d reconciliation they were feeking after. Be-
ing well informed of my fuccefs, Ithought it time to found our
colonel (thought to be M‘Dougall.) I fent for um. We con-
Verfed freely upon the matter of taking up government. Hé
owned the neceflity of it, and faid it would be carried into ex.
ecution at all cvents, at the meeting of their convention. He¢
informed me, that almoft every perfon began'to fee the necef-
fity, and that the inftruétions, then drawing up for tneir dele-
gates, mentioned nothuig about effeiting a reconciliation, but
to protett and defend America, When 1 found him in the true
way to happinefs, I difmifled him, and attacked others ;—to
tories I painted the evils attending their prefent ftate ;—to whigs
held up the advantage of feizing the precious moment. I foon
found my party increafe with furprifing rapidity.”

Within feven days after this lerter was fent to Philadelphia,
congrefs rcfolved, | May 10.] ** That it be recommended to the
Vou: 1L, M relpeltive
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refpeflive aflemblies and conventions of the united colonies,
where no government fufficient to the exigencies of their affains
hath been hitherto eftablifhed, to adopt fuch government as
fhall in the opinion of the reprefentatives of the people, bef
conduce to the happineis and fafety of their confhituents in par.
ticular, and Americain gencral.” The following preamble was
prepared and agreed to, ﬁve days after, * Whereas his Britannic
mujefty, in conjunétion with the lords and commons of Great.
Butain has, by a iate aét of parliament, excluded the inhabitants
of thefe united colonies from the protettion of his crown ; and
wherees no anfwer whatever to the humble petitions of the co.
lonies for redrefs of grievances and reconciliation with Great-
Britain has been or 1s hikely to be given, but the whole force of
that kingdom, aided by foreign mercenaries, 1s to be exerted for
the deftrution of the good people of thefe colonies ; and where.
as it appears abfolutely irreconcileable to reafon and good con-
fcience, for the people of thefe colonies now to take the oaths
and affirmations neceflary for the fupport of any government
under the crown of Great-Britain, and it is neceffary that the
exercife of every kind of authority, under the faid crown fhould
be totally fupprefled, and all the powers of government exerted
under the authority of the people of the co%onies, for the pre-
fervation of internal peace, virtue and good order, as well as for
the defence of their lives, hberties and properties againft the
hoftile invafions and cruel depredations ofp their enemues, there.
fore refolved,” &c. as above.

[May 18.] The{ecret committee was ordered to endeavour
to difcover the defign of the Frenchin aflembling {o large a fleet
and fo great a number of troops in the Weft-Indies, and whe.
ther they mean to att for or againft America. By this it ap.
pears that the congrefs have no allurance or certainty of fupport
from France.

Corporal Cruz, the rifleman who was carried to England and
difcharged by the mayor, 1s arrived with difpatches from Arthur
Lee, elq; containing intelligence of the whole naval and land
force intended for the attack of the united colonies, and of the
places for which they were deftined. He got a paflage to Hali
fax, from whence he made his efcape to Bofton; and then went
on to head quarters at New-York. Soon after, congrefs refol-
ved, [May 23.] That a committee of five be appointed to con-
fer with gencrals Wathington, Gates, and Miftlin, upon the
soft {peedy and efictiual means for fupporting the American
czufe 1n Canada. It was the opinion of the generals, that 1
would be impoflible to keep the Indians in a flate of neutrality ;
that they would undoubtedly take an attive part, either for of
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againft the Americans ; and that it would be beft immediately
to engage them on their fide, and to ufe their utmoft endeavours
to prevent their minds being poifoned by minifterial emiffaries,
When the committee brought’in tleir report, it was refolved
among other things, [May 25.] * That it is highly expedient,
to engage the Indians in the fervice of the united colonies.

Upon the firft intelligence received at Philadelphia of the troops
to be employed a%ainﬂ the Americans, a citizen of eminence
wrote to his correfpondent, “ We now know who the commil-
fioners are, and their numbers, viz. Meflss. the Heflians, Brun{-
wickers, Waldeckers, Englifh, Scotch, and Irith. This gives the
coup de grace to the Britifh and American conneétion. It has
already wrought wonders in this city: converfions have been
more rapid than ever under Mr. Whitefield. The Pennfylva-
nia farmer (Dickinfon) told me yefterday in the field—that his
fentiments were changed—he had been defirous of keeping the
door open aslong as poflible, and was now convinced, that no-
thing was to be expetted from our enemies but {lavery.”

The detaching of the ten ftrongeft regiments to Canada,
made the moft {trenuous exertions neceflary for getting New-
York into a proper flate of defence. Congrefs therefore autho-
rifed general Wathington to direét the building of as many fire
rafts, row gallies, armed boats and floating batterics, as might
be judged requifite for the un:aediate defenec of that port and of
Hudfon’s river. They afterward refolved, [ June g. | that 13,800
militia be employed to reinforce the army; and that a hy'ing
camp be immediately eftablifhed in the middle colonies, to con-
fit of 10,000 men. They did not overlook Canada; but on
the fame day agreed, that the general thould be empowered to”
employ in that province a number of Indians, not exceeding two
ghoufand : and two days after, [ June 5.{] ordered that the {tand-
ing committee for Indian affairs do devife ways and means for
carrying the fame into effett, Within four and twenty hours
after, they complimented the earl of Effingham, for the fingu-
larly noble part he had aéted, by naming one of their frigaEes,
now building, the Efingham. The names of the reft are, the
Congrefs, Randolph, Hancock, \Va{hington, Trumbull, Raleigh,
Montgomery, Warren, Bofton, Virginia, Providence, and De-
laware.

[June7.] Certain refolutions refpefting independency were
moved and {econded, and the confideration of them referred til}
the next day. Richard Henry Lec, efq; one of the Virginia
delegates, had given notice to congrefs, that on that da;f) he
fhould move fpr a declaration of independence @ he accordingly
made the motion. Various occurrences ha! coutributed to ripen

the
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the colonics fur the meafure; feveral of which have been occa.
fionally menttoned : others remain to ve nosicad,  The North.
Caiolinians were at one time violent againit » . maradon from
GrearBritaw ; a delegate in their conven ios vacatiorung inde.
pendei.. e, the 1y was—trealon—trealon | end he v coded to
order 1 hut they have been wearied ows by the. procuecings of
the Britith nuniltry, and the methods putriued and cintenan.
ced by governor Martin ¢ fo that all regard and fordneis for the
King and nation of Gyeat-Britain has {ubficed, and independence
has become the word moft in ufe among them. They atk, * Is
it poflible that any colony, after what has pafled, can wilh for
reconciliation ?” The conftant publications, which have appear-
ed and been read with attention, have greatly promoted the {pi-
11t of independency : but no one {o much as the pamphlet under
the fignature of Common Seafe, written by Mr. Thomas Paine,
an Englithman. The ftile, manner, and language of the author
18 fingular and captivating, He undertakes to prove the neccfe
fity, the advantages, and praticability of independence. That
no lurking affettion for the {overeign may impede it, Kings are
Placed in a light, that tends not only to deflroy all attachment
to them, but to make them diftafteful: their very office is ats
tempted to be rendered odious ; from whence the tranfition to
the royal perfonis eafy. Nothing could have been better timed
than this performance.  Ir unifon with the fentiments and feels
ings of the people, it has produced moft aftonifhing effeéts ; and
becn received with vaft applaufe ; read by Alimoft every Ameri.
can ; and recommended as a werk replete with truth ; and againft
which none but the partial and prejudiced can form any objec.
tions. It has fatisfied multitades, that it is their true intereft im.
media:ely to cut the Gordian knot by v:hich the American colo-
ntes have been bound to Great-Britain, 21d to open their com.
merce, as an independent people, to all the nations of the world.
1t has been greatly inltrumental in producing a fimilarity of fen.
timent through the continent, upon the fubjeét under the confi-
deration of congrefs.  On the 10th, the bufinefs was poftpone
to the 1ft of July ; but that no time might he loft, the next day
Meflys, Jeflerfon, John Ad:ms, ¥ranklin, Sherman, and R.
R. Livinglton, were appointed a committee to prepare a decla.
ration of mdependence, Direétly upon which, congrefs refol
ved,  That a commit.ee be appointed to prepare and digeft the
form ot a confedersiion 1o be entered 1nio between theﬁ: colo-
nies : and that a comnnttee be appointed to prepare a plan of
weatics to be propolcd o toreign powers,”

Let us p'df's for aw bt othar matters

[Jurerz.]  Congieelolved o fend major general Gates in
10 Canudd, to teke the comuuand of the forces in that provingei
e R
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but before the latter could reach them, they were at Crowns
Point; this however could not be known by coxmﬁrcfs. The
goncluded upon authorizing gen. Wa'hington to offer the Indi-
ans a rcw:mf of a hundredg (ﬁ)llars for everr commiflioned ofh-
ger, and thirty dollars for every private {oldier of the king’s
troops, that they fhould take priioners in the Indian country, or
on the frontiers of the united eoloties.  The general’s army is
furrounded by a great number of fecst foes, who, he 1s pers
fuaded, will ftick at nothing tc efte} .ol purpoice of deftroy-
ingit. They had laid a deep fviren e for doing «. which wag
rofecuted with the utmoft vigilance, but ha: been baypily dif-
covered. The general has full proot &s to their intentiona
againft the arpuy; but is not {o clear, whethe: trere was any
thing perfonal deligned againft himfelf, li:at reliance however,
which he has on the protettion of an all-wife and beneficient
Being, has fecured him at lealt againft the fear of it; and will
prevent any change in his conduét from taking place through
“~nrehenfion*. Two of the gencrl's guard were corcerned; a
. d, itis faid, whom they tempted :a join them, rnade the
difcovery, Scveral were taken into cuftody; and zriong them
the mayor of New-York, who confefled the bringiny of money
from gov. 1. on to pay for rifles made by a gunimith, now in
irons. The ma or atier being twice examined, was remanded to
prifon under a proper fuard.
This affair produced a change in the politics of New- Jerfey.
That calony, it was thought, would be among the laft to alter
its government, whereas it wiil now be among the firft that gets
2 fettled conflitution. Nothing more than a bare majority in fa.
vor of the alteration, was expected inthe provincial congrefs: but
the plot againft the general wrought wanders: there were but
four diflenting voice:. On the 21ft, however, before they
could know the plot as « bely, they proceeded to eleét delegates
for the continental congr :s, whomn they empowered to join in
declaring the united colonies independent of Great-Britain. In
this elettion they left our William Livingfton, efq; under aftrong
perfuafion that I;e was not favorable to independency; and chofe
the Rev. Dr. Wither{poun, the prefident of the college at Princes
ton, from a convittion that he would fupport it with all hig
abilities,
| June 25.] Gen. Howe arrived at Sandy-Hook in the Grey-
hound frigate. He foon reccived from gov. Tryon a full ac-
count of the flate and difpofition of the province, as well as of
the firength of the Americans, Gen. 1Wuflungton’s army was,
fmall, rather below nine thoufand fit for duty. Of this little
army, he wrote, [ June e8], * at leaft 2¢ o are wholly deftitute

¥ ‘The general’s letter to me.
of
.
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of arms, and near as many with arms in fuch condition as to be
rather calculated to difcourzge than animate the ufer.” The
fame day, the Britifh fleet arrived with gen. Howe’s troops from
Halifax, They took poileflion of Staten-Ifland, July the od.
On the 4th, the American zdjudant general, col. Jofeph Reed,
wrote to a member of congrefs, * With an army of force before
and a fecret one behind, we fiand on a point of land with 6000
old troops, (if a year’s fervice of ahout half, can entitle them to
the name) and about 1500 new levie. of this province, many dif.
affetted and more doubtful. In this {ttuation we are : every man
in the army, from the general to the private (acquainted with our
true fituation) is exceedingly difcouraged. Had [ known the true
poflure of affairs, vo confideration would have tempted me to have
taken an attive part of this fcene ; and this fentiment 15 univerfal.”
Gen. Howe is fufficiently ftrong, confidering the goodnefs of
his troops, to make a fuccefsful attempt upon the Americans;
but being in daily expeétation of the reinforcement from Europe,
he will undoubtedly remain thattive till their arrival.

This thenis a proper opportunity for relating the operations in

South-Carolina.

The defigns of miniftry againft the fouthern colonies were
providentially difcovered, before the arrival of Sir Peter Park-
¢r. In the begining of April capt. James Barron arrived at
‘Williamfburgh, with difpatches from the fecretary of ftate
for governor Eden of Maryland, which he took from on board
a fmall veflel fent by lord Dunmore to carry them to Anna-

polis. The fecretary’s letter is dated Whitehall, Dec. 23, 1775,

and fays.
“ SIR,

* An armament of feven regiments, with a fleet of frigates
and fmall fhips, is now in readincfs to proceed to the fouthern
colonies, 1n order to attempt the refloration of legal government.

in that é)art of America. It will proceed in the firft place to

North-Carolina, and from thence either to South-Carolina or
Vlrgmxa, as crcumitances fhall point out.” This difcovery 1s

ranked, by the American commander in chief, among many

other {ignal interpofitions of Providence, and as ferving to infpire
every refle€ting mind with confidence. No one profefles ¢ a more.,
rcliance on the all-wife and powerfu! difpenfations of the fupreme
Being, or thinks his aid more neceflary.” ﬁ
[April 18.] The Ann and Habella arrived at Cape Fear with.
gm of the 17th regiment ; fhe was the firlt veflel of Sir Peter.
arker’s fleet. From her arrival to the fecond of May, thirteen
iranfports got in, On the third of May, Sir Peter and twenty fail
arrived

i
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arrived with lord Cornwallis, gen. Vaughan and others: when
they met with general Clinton, who, after leaving New-York,
proceeded to Virginia, where he faw lord Dunmore ; but ﬁpd:
ing that no fervice could be effetted in that colony, he repaired
to Cape Fear river, and waited the arrival of the armament from
Europe. [May 5.] Gen. Clinton iffued out a proclamation from
on board the Pallas tranfport, offering free pardon to all fuch as
fhould lay down their arms, &c. excepting -Cornelius Harnett
and Robert Howe, The defeat of the highlanders and regula-
tors in February, and the meafures afterward taken for the fafety
of the colony, diverted the commanders from attempting any
thing againit it ; and led them to conclude upon attacking Charle/-
town, which they were in full expe&tation of fubduing, as they
had abeut 2800 land for.es to co-operate with the men of war.
Prior to their arrival and junction every exertion had been made
to put the colony of Sout)z-(,‘arolz'na, and efpecially its capital, in
a refpetable pofture of defence. As one mean conducing to it,
works were erefted on Su/livan’s ifland, fituated {o near thre chan.
nel as to be: a very convenient poft for annoying fhips approach.
ing the town ; and about thirty cannon, 32, 18 and g pounders,
were mounted on a fort confiruéted with palmetto, This is a
tree peculiar to the fouthern flates, which grows from twenty to
forty feet high without branches, and then terminates in fome-
thing refembiing the head of a cabbage. The wood is remarka-
bly fpongy. A bullet entering it makes no extended fraéture,
but buries itfelf without injuring the parts adjacent.

On the firft of June, advices were received it Charleftown,
that a flcet of forty or fifty fail was at anchor about fix leagues to
the northward of Sullivan’s ifland. The next day the alarm fig-
nal was fired, and exprefles fent to the officers commandihg the
militia in the country, to repair to the immediate deferice of the
capital with the forces under their refpeflive command. In a
few days feveral Lundred of the enemy’s troops were landed on
Long-1fland, fituated to the eaftward of Sullivan’s, and fepara-
ted from it by a creek.  On the 10th the Briftol, a 50 gun Thip,
her guns being previoufly taken out, got fafe over the bar. About
this time a proclamation was fent afhore, in which gen. Clinton
promifed pardon to the inhabitants, upon their laying down their’
arms, and quietly fubmitting to the re-ettablifhment of royal go-
vernment., It produced none of the effetts withed from it. The
militia of the country very generally obeyed the fummons of prefi-
dent Rutledge, and repaired in great numbers to the capital, The
regular regiments of the adjacent northern colonies, having been
ordered to the affliftance of their fouthern neighbours, arrived
a this critical junéture. The whole were commanded by gen.
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f.,ec, who had been fent to the fouthward on gen. Clinton's leav.
ng the Hook. The great opinion, every where entertained of
his ability and experience, ajd to the {pirits of the troops and
inhabitants. In a few days the Americans, including the militia
of the town and country, ‘amounted to five or fix thoufand men;
The firft South-Carolina regular tegiment, commanded by col,
Gadfden, was ftationed at tort Johnfon, on the moft rortherly
point of James-Ifland, and within point blank fhot of the chan.
nel. The{econd and third regular regiments of the colony, com.
manded by cols. Moultrie and Thompfon, occupied the two ex.
tremities of Sullivan’s-Ifland. The other forces had their pofls
afligned them at Haddrell’s-Point, James-Ifland, and along the
bay in front of the town. The ftreets near the water were in
differcnt places ftrongly barricaded. The ftores on the wharfs,
though immenfely valuable, were pulled down, and lines of de.
fence continued along the water’s edge. Domefltic conveniens
cies werc exchanged for blankets and knapfacks, and gentlemen
of the moft independent fortune laboured with the hoe and {pade
in their hands. Gov. Rutledge, fore againit his will, was obligs

N - e S

ed to adopt fome ablolute mealures for the defence of the place, |

e prefled 700 negroes with tools, &c. belonging to non-afioci. §
ators, to work upon the fortifications and trenches ; and feized ¥
for the prefent, the cath and papers of many affociatots, id name
only, to prevent their doing mifchief; as they hung back in the yj
hour of trial. Ina few days; by the labour of the citizens, it [
conjunétion with the negroes, fuch obftruétions were thrown in §
the way as would have greatly embarrafled the royal army, had ‘-
it attempted landing in the town. [ June 26.] The Experimert i

of 50 guns fafely crofled the bar, after taking {imilar precautions
with the Briftol.

[ June 28.] The fort on Sullivan’s-ifland is now to be attacked ”
by the two 50 gun fhips, the Briftol and Expcriment—four fri.

gates, the Atlive, Afteon, Solcbay and Syren, each of 28 gunt

~—the Sphynx of 20 guns, the Friendfhip armed veffcl of 22 guns,
the Ranger {floop and Thunder bomb each of eight guns, The

Thunder bomb, covered by the armed Ihi[:, takes her ftation i
the morning, and begins to throw fhells, between the hours of

ten and eleven. The Aflive, Briftol, Experiment and Solebay -

tome boldly on to the attack. A litile before eleven, the garri.
fon fires four or five fhot at the Aétive while under fail,  \When
fhe comes near the fort, fhe drops anchor, and pours in a broad.
fide. Her example is followed by the three other vellels, and 8
muft furious and inceffant cannonade enfues, The Sphynx, Ac
teon and Syren are ordered to take their {tation between the end
of the illand and Gharleltown, partly to enfilade the works ot she
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fort, partly to cut off the communication between the ifland and
the continent, aud partly to prevent any attempts that may be
made to interrupt the grand attack. The weltern extremity of
the fort, off which they arc to be ftationed, is fo unfinilhed as to
afford yery imperfett cover to the men at the guns in that part,
and alfo fo fituated as to expofe the men in ihe other partsof the
fort to a very dangerous crofs fire.  Providence on this occafion
remarkably imerpofcs in behalf of the garrilon, and faves them
from a faté, that undoubtédly would otherwife be inevitable,
About twelve o'clock, as the three laft-mentioned fhips are ad-
vancing, they all get entangled with a fhoal called the Middle
Ground ; two of them run foul of ecach other. The Atteon
fticks falt. The Sphynx, before the clears herflf, lofes her bow-
fprit; but the Syren gets off without much wnjury.  They are
to. late however, or in no condition far executing the intended
fervice.  ‘The Thunder bomb, after having thrown about Go
fhells, is fo damaged as to be incapable of firing longer. While
the continued fire from the fhips fjé)em fufhicient 1o thake the bra-
veft enemy, and daunt the courage of the moft veteran foldier,
the réturn made from the fort calls for the refpett of the brave
Britith feamen, thongh highly incommoded by it.  The garrifon,
which conlfifts of col. Mouitrie, 344 regulars, and a few volun-
teer militia, nearly all raw and unexperienced, flick to their
uns with the greateft conftancy and firmnefs, amidft 2 molt
ﬁ'rcd'd&il roar ofg artillery. They fire dehiberately and flowly, and
take a cool and effeélive aim. The fhips fuffer accordingly.
They are torn almofl to picces, and the flaughter is dreadful, Ne-
ver did Britifh valor thine more conipicuous, nor ever did their
marine expericnce fo rougli dn eiicounter, in an engagement of
the fame nature with any forcign enemy. The fprings of the
Eriftol’s cabl¢ béing cut by the fhat, fheis for lome ume moft
dreadfully raked by the Americans.  Cuapt. Morris, who com-
rhands lier, though he has received a munber of wounds, difilhins
. qﬁuitting his duty, till Lis arm being at length fhot off] he is car-
ried away in circumflances that afford no poflibility oi recovery,
Sir Peter Parker fuflers a (light contulion, Every man ftationed
it the beginning of the aflion on the quarter deck of the Briftol,
is cither killed or wonnded,  In the whole fhe has 40 men killed
and 71 wounded.  The Fxperiiment ks 2 3 killed and 76 wound-
el Capt. Scott, who commuirls hor, lofes his arm and receives
many other wounds,  Lord Canpbell, the late governor of the
colony, who [erves as a volunteer, with the greateft fpirit and
bravery, and is fo condefeen-liny, as to accept of the direttion of
{ome guns on the lower gun deck, recaves o liary in s left fide,
\"U L !I. ‘ T\:' u'rhi,.-h
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which may finally prove mortal®. The fire of the fort is prin.
cipally diretied againit the Briftol and Experiment, which {uffer
very much in their hulls, mafts and rigging. Not lefs than 70
balls go through the former. The Aéteon has a lieutenant killed
and fix men wounded. The Solebay has eight men wound.
ed. The lofs of the garrifon is only ten men tilled and twenty-.
two wounded.

The guns at the fort were at one time fo long filenced, that it
was thought to have been abandoned. When the garrifon had
received a recruit of powder, the expenditure of their flock ha«
ving obliged them to ceafe firing, they began it again, and did
amazing exccution by its exceflive feverity. During the long,
hot and obftinate confli€t between the American fort and the Bria
tith men of war, the feamen looked frequently and impatiently
to the eaftward, expeéting to fee the land forces, under general
Clinton and lord Cornwallis, advance from Long-Ifland, and
march up to fecond the attack ; but in this they were difappoint.
ed. Though the creek between that ifland and Sullivan’s 1s ea-
fily fordable in general, yet at that time, through a long feries
of eaiterly wiizds it was uncommonly deep, and impaflablc at the
ufual place of paflage. The Britifth troops might have croffed
higher up ; but then they muft have been expoled fo completely
aund fo long to the American fire, that they would have run the
rifk of being defeated. Col. Thompfon, with goo riflemen of
his regiment; col. Clark, with 200 regulars of the North-Caro-
lina line; eol. Horry, with 200 South-Carolina militia, and the
Raccoon company of militia riflemen, with an eightcen pounder
and a field piece, were ftationed at the eaft end of Sullivan’s.If«
land to oppofe their croffing.

The Britifh fire was kept up without intermiffion till near fe-
ven o’clock, when it flackened confiderably. At half paft nine,
the firing on both fides ceafed, and at cleven the fhattered fhips
flipped their cables, and withdrew from the {cene of aétion, af-
ier an engagement which had been fupported with uncommon
courage and vigor on both fides for above ten hours. Next
morning all the mcn of war, except the Aéteon, had retired
zbout two miles from the fland.  The garrifon fired feveral
thot at her ; fhe at fuft returned them, but {oon after the grew
{c: her on fire and abandoned her, leaving the colours flying,
ihe auns loaded, and all her ammunition and ftores behind.  She
was n a fhort time boarded by a party of Americans, who brought

off her colours, the fhip’s bell, and as many {als and ftores as .

three boats could contain. While the flames were burﬁing out
on all fides  they fired three of her guns at the commodore, and

* It at length occafioned Lis death,
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then quitted her ; and in lefs than half an hour after {he blew
up. x

PThere were many thoufand fhot fired at the fort {rom the fhip-
ping ; but the works ft.xﬂ"e{'ed httle damage : thofle which ﬁrus:k
the tort were buried in its foft wood. Hardly a hut or tree on tne
ifland efcaped. Scven thoufand balls have been picked up fincg
the engagement.

When the Britith flect appeared off the coaft, there was fo
fcanty a ftock of lead, that to fupply the mufketry with balls, 1t
became neceflary to ftrip the windows of the dwelling houfes n
Charleftown of their weights. Powder alfo was very {carce,
notwithflanding a feafonable fupply received a tew days before
the engagemeant. The proportion allotted for the defence of the
fort was but barely enough for flow firing. It was expended
with great deliberation. The officers, 1n turn, pointed the guns
with {uch exattnefs, that moft of their fthot took effet on the
fhipping. In the beginning of the attion the flag-ftaft was
fhot away. Sergeant Jafper of the grenadiers immediately
jumped on the beach, tooﬁ up the flag, and faltened it on a
fponge-ftaff. He mounted the merlon with it in his hand; and
though the fhips were direfting their inceflant broad fides at ths
{pot, deliberately fixed it. The day after the attion, gov. Rut.
ledge prefented the fergeant with a fword, asa mark of refpeét
for his diftinguifhed valour. Seven of the wounded of the garri.
{fon loft their limbs; but pot with thefe their {pirits; for they en-
thufiaftically encouraged their comrades, never to abandon the
ftandard ofy liberty and their country*. This was particularly
noticed of {ergeant M‘Donald, who being mortally wounded by
a cannon ball, employed the interval between the woundin
and his death, in exhortations to that purpofe. He expireﬁ
in a few minutes, when Jalper removed the body out of fight,
galling out at the fame inftapt, *“ revenge the brave man’s death.”

Charleftown has certainly had a narrow efcape. Gen. Lee,
wrote to the board of war July the fecond, * For the want of
cavalry, Charleftown and 1ts dependencies had certainly been
loft, if the enemy had atted with that vigor and expedition we
had reafon to expett, but a moft unaccountable languor and
ertnefs on their parts bave faved us.” The unfinifhed flate of
the fort, the danger of its being enfiladed, and the difficdty of a
retreat for want of a durable communication between the 1fland
and the main by abridge, led the general to view the fort rather
#s untenable, and to 1ncline to the abandoning of it: but when
he found that col. Moulirie was determined at all agventures to

*Genera) Lee's letter to congrefs
attcmyt
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attempt its defence, he fatisfied hunfelf with advifing to a feafon,
able evacuation, anJ agmnlt rilking too much in 1ts lupport.—
I'he colonel and his garrifon have deferved thie praifes and thanks
ot their country, and will undoubtedly meet with due honor.

Some thmk there was a capital miflake on the part of the Bri.

ilh commanders in flopping at e fort, when Charleftown was
the objetr; and that the fleet thould have pafled the Hland, in
prder to their attacking the town, which, with a leading wind
and tide, might have been done with a tenth part of the lofs aud
damage that the (hips have fuftained. But had they paffed the
fort a fuccefstul atwack upon the town was not a necellary
confequence. The very attack of the fort would have been
fuccefstul had the Afteon got fafe to her ftation, inftead of run.
ning aground,

The fate of this ex pedition wilt contribute greatly to efta.
blifh the popular government it was intended to over fet while
the news of 1t will ﬂv like 2 meteor through the conti.
nent, and carry with it a moft malignant mf%uence on the
roval caufe. Sir Peter Parker will moft probably fail foon,
with the fleet and troops, for the Hook, and in order to lom'
tord Hewe.

Now bt us refume the momentous bufinefs of independency.

'The Peanfytvania affembly withdrew from its union with con-
gufs, u confequence of inftruétions to their delegatc upon the
congreflional refolve of May the 15th, for fupprcﬂmg all'autho-
Tiy “derived from the crown of Great-Britain in the united colo-
nies. The committec of the city and liberties of P ntladelplia
apprehended, that by this flep an appeal was made to the peo-
pie 5 and in compliance with the requell of a large mzjority of
the inhabitan: Sy ﬂhxed"lcttcr‘; on the zcth of May (by virtue of a
power given to them i 11 the proxmuul convention held jann-
wrv 1775) for calling a conference of the committecs of the
counties, in order to collect the fenfe of the inhabitants upon th

aforefaid refolve of congrefs, and to bring about a rc-union of
thc provinces with the other colonies, by calling a provincial
convention, with a view to form a governinent for that purpofe.
Tliey intimated their bel: of, that the allembly had been dragged
into a compliance with molt of the refolutions of conﬁrcfs from
iear of a provincial convention.  Meffrs. John Bavard and Da-
nicl Roberdeau were particularly aflive in this bufinefs. The
deputies of the people affeibled [ June 24.] in full provincial
conference, and unanimoufly declared their willingnefs to con-
eur in a votg ot congrefs dec Idrmq the united colonies free and in-
dependent ftates. A change in they dclepau_s followed. M.
Dickinfon oppofed opcn]v and upon prmuplc, the declaration
s m’dcpulc;cnce, and vas theretore removed.
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The Maryland convention had inftruted their delegates, laft
December, to oppofe the queftion of independency. Thefe
therefor=, having given their vote againft it, withglrew; not from
aperfonal oppolition, but in compliance with their public repre.
{entation. Mr, Samuel €hafe was ftrongly attached to it ; and
when he was returned to Maryland, procured county inftruéti-
ons to the members of convention, by which the laft were 1ndu-
ced to alter their own inftruttions. I—K: tranfmitted an account of
it to his friend in congrefs, in the following terms,—* Annapo-
lis, June 28. Friday evening, nine o’'clock. Iam this moment
trom the houfe to procure an exprefs to follow the poft, with an
unanimous vote of our convention for independence, &c. See the
glorious effeéts of county inftrutions. Qur people have fire, if
not {mothered. S. Chafe,”

[July 1.] Congiefls refolved itfelf into a committee of the
whole upon the {ubjeét of independency: but neither colonies
nor members being unanimous, it was poftponed till the next day.
fJuly 4.] They had it under further confideration, when the
declaration of independence was agreed to and adopted. The
the title of it s, '

A DecrLaraTiON by the reprefentatives of the UNITED
StarEs of AMERICA in congrefs affembled.

The prcamble follows in thefe words: ¢ When, in the courfe
“ of human events, it becomes neceflary for one people to dif-
* {olve the political bands which have connetted them with ano-
“ ther, and to aflume, among the powers of the carth, the fe-
 parate and equal ftation to which the laws of nature and of
“ nature’s God entitle them, a decent relpeét to the opinions of
“ mankind requires that they fhould declarc the caufes which
* impel them to the feparation.

“ We hold thefe truths to be felf-evident; that all men are
“ created cqual; that they arc endowed by their Creator, with
“ certain unalienable rights ; that among thefe are life, liberty,
“ and the purfuit of happinefs :—That to fecure thele rights,
“ governments are inflituted among men, deriving their juft
* powers from the confent of the governed; that wtenever any
“ form of government becomes deftruftive of thele ends, it is
“ the right of the people to alter or to abolifk it, and to inftitute
* anew government, laying its foundation on {uch principles, and
“ organizing its powers in fuch form, as to them fhall feem
“ molt likely to ¢Hett their falety and happinefs. Prudence,
“ indeed, will diftate, that governments long cftablifhed, fhould
** not be changed for light and tranlient canfes; and accordingly
“ all cexperience hath thown, that wmankind arg more difpo%ed

“to,
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# to fuffer, while evils are faflerable, than to right themfelvey
# by abolifhing the forms to which they 2rc accuftomed, But
* whena long train of abufes and wfurpatioas, purfluing invaria,
““ bly the fame objett, evinces a defign to reduce thewn under ab,
“ fo%utc defpotifm, it istheir right, it is their duty, to throw off
“ fuch government, and to provide new gnards for their future
“ fecurity. Such has been the patient {ufferance of thefe colo.
“ nies; and fuch is now the neceffity which confirains them to
“ alter their former fyftems of government,”  The declaration
proceeds to give “ a hiltory of repeated in_jurics, and ufur.
% pations, all having in direét objcét the eflablifiment of an ab.
“ {olute tyranny over thefle ftates, To prove this, let fafls be
¥ fubmitted to a candid world.” Tt then enters upon a fpecifica.
tion of injurics, and complaints to the following purport.—

Aflent has been refuled to laws the moft wholefome 2ad ne.
ceffary for the public good,

Governors have been farbidden to pafs laws of immediate and
¥reﬂing importance, unlefs fulpended in their operation tili of.

ented to in Britain; and when fo {ufpended, an attention
them has been utterly negleéted.

Legiflative bodics have been called together at places unnfual, ¥

vncomfortable, and diftant from the depofitory of their public
records, for the fole purpole of fatiguing them into a compliance
with favorite meafures,

Heufes of reprefentatives have been diffolved repeatedly, for
0ppolﬁng with manly firmnefs, invafions on the rights of the

copie.
d ¥or a long time after fuch diffolution, it has been refufed ta
permit others to be elefted ; whereby the legiflative power, in.
capable of annihilation, have returned to the people at large for
their excrcife; the ftate remaining in the mcan time expofed to
all }:he dangers of invafion from without, and convulfions
within,

Endeavours have been made 1o prevent the population of thefe

ates, by obftruting the laws for naturalization of foreigners,
refufing to pafs others to encourage their migrations hither, and
raiing the conditions of new appropriations of lands.

The adminiftration of juftice has been obftrutied by the re-
fufing of aflent to laws for eftablithing judiciary powers.

Judges have been made dependent on the crown alonc for the
ien_ure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their fa-
aries,

A multitude of new offices have been erefed, and fwarms of

officers have been fent hither to harrafls the peoplc, und eat out
their (ubftance. |

Standing
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Standing armics have been. kept t}Y among s in times of
peace, without the confent of our legitlatures.

The military has been rendered independent of, and fuperior
to the civil power,

A plan has been formed to fubjett us to a jurildi€tion foreign
to our conflitution; and unacknowledged by our laws,

Afls have been pa(fcd by the Britifh legiflature, for quarter-
Ing large bodies of armned troops among us ;—For proteéting,
them by a maock trial, from punifhment for anﬁr murders which
they fhould commit on the inhabitants of thele ftates ;—For cut-
ting off our trade with all parts of the world ;—For impofing
taxes on us without our confent ;—For depriving us, in many
cafes, of the benefits of trial by jul}’ ;—For tranfporting us be-
yond feas to be tried for pretende pffences s—Kor abolifhing
the free fyflem of Englith lawsin a neighbouring province, eftab.
lithing thereir an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boun.
daries, fo asto render it at once an example and ﬁt inftrument
for introducing the fame abfolute rule into thefe colonies ;—For
taking away our charters, abolifthing our moft valuable laws, and.
altering fundamentally the forms of our governments ;—For
fifpending our own legiflatures, and declaring the Britith par. .
rament invefled with power to legiflate for us in all cafes what<
Tever, |

Uhe crawn of Great-Britaint has abdicated government here,
by du<iaring us out of its protettion, and waging war againft us..

Ou feas have been plundered, our coafts ravaged, our towns
burnt, and the lives of our people deftroyed.
~ Large armies of foreign mercenarics are at thistime tranfport-
Ing, to cowr.olete the works of death, defolation and tyranny,
alrcady hegus: with circumitances of cruel:{ and perfidy, {carcely
varalleled in the moft barbarous ages, and totally unworthy &’
etvilized nation, '

Our fcllow citizens, taken captive on the high feas, have
been conftrained to Lear arms againft their country, to become
the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall thems
felves by their hands.

Domeftic infurre€ions have been excited amongfl us, and en.
deavours have been ufed to bring on the inhabitants of our {rouy-

- dters the mercilefs Inaian favages, whofe known rule of warfure

% an undiftinguithed deltruétion of all ages, fexes, and conditi.

ons.—The declaration proceeds, (aying,
. In every fage of thele oppreifions, we have petitioned for
) rediefs in the moft humbic terms. Our rcpeat;d {)ctmons have
) been anfwered only by repeated injury. Nor have we been
wantmg in attentions to cur Dritifh brethren, We liave wari-
“cd
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v ¢d them, from time to time, of attempts by their legiflature tg fi
¢ extend an unwarrantable jurifdi€tion over us. We have re. #
« minded them of the circumftances of our emigration and fet. §&
« tlement here. 'We have appcaled to théir native juflice and §
« magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our {§
¢ common kindred to difavow thefe ufurpations, which would §§
« inevitably interrupt our connettions and correfpondence.~
« They too have been deaf to the voice of juftice and of confan.
« guinity, We mufl, therefore, ac(uiellcc in the neceflity, U¥
« which denounces our feparation, dn hold theri, as we hold
¢ the reft of mankind, enemiesin war, in peace friends. WE,
« therefore, the Reprefentatives of the United States of America,
« in General Congrefs affembled, _appealing to the Supreme
¢ Judge of the world for the re€titude of our intentions, DO, in |8
“ the name, and by the authority of the good pcople of thefe co.
“ lonies, folemnly publifh and declare, That thefe united cold- [F
“ nies are, and of right dught to be; FREE anp INDEPEN. gk
~ ¢ DENT STATES; that they aie abfolved from all allegiance |
“ to the Britifh crown ; and that all political corne€tion betweed g
¢ them and the ftate of Great-Britain, is, and ought to be to. §
“ tally diffolved ; and that as Fice and Independent States, they
* have full power to levy wat, conclude Pe’ac‘é, contratt allian.
“ ces, eftablith commerce, and to do all other afts and thing B
* which Independent States may of right do. And for the fup-
“ port of this déclaration, with a firm reliance on the proteétion
“ of DIVINE PROVIDENCE, we mutually pledge to each
* other our lives, our fortunes, and out facred 'Konor.”

The declaration was by order of congrels engroffed and figned §&
by the following members, 7OHN HANCOCK—NEew-Hame- @
SHIRE, 7ofiah Bartleit, William Whipple, Matthew Thornton: |
—MAsSACHUSETTS-BAy, Samuel Adams, Fohn Adams, Ro-
bert Treat Paine, Elbridge Gerry :—RHODE:1sL.AND and Pro- I§
VIDENCE PLANTATIONS, Stephen Hoptlans, William Ellery — &
CoNNECTICUT, Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntington, Willian i
Willams, Oliver Wolcott . —NEw-YORK, William Floyd, Philyp §
Living fiori, Francis Lewis, Lewis Morris :—Nrw.]JERSEY, '§
Richard Stockiom, Fohn Wither[poon, Francis Hopk}z;y&n, Foht |8
HKart, Abraham Clark :—PENNsY LV AN1A, Robert Morris, Ben- iR
jamin Rufh, Benjamin Franklin, Fohn Morton, George Clymer; i
games Smith, Genrze Taylor, Fames Wilfon, George Rofs — B

ELAWARE, Cafar ilcdney, George Read :—MARYLAND, §t- ¥
mue! Chafe, William Paca, Thomas Stone, Charles Carroll of Car: K8
rollton :—V IRGINIA, George Wythe, Richard Henry Iee, Tho: 1%
mas fefferfon, Benjamin Harrifon, Thomas Nelfon, jun. Fran %
Lightfoot Lee, Carier Braxton :—NORTU-CARGLIN A, Wallan if
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Hooper, Jofeph Hewes, John Penn :—SouTH-CAROLIN A, Ed-
ward Rutledge, Thomas Heyward, jun. Thomas Lynch, jun. Arthur
Middleton :—GEORG1A, Button Guwinnett, Lyman Hall, George
Walton. , - ’ |
The declaration of congrefs is inténded for their aft of fepa-
ration from the crown of Great-Britain : they therefore no
longer regard that prudential flate maxim, the king can do no
wrong 1n éflis official charaéter ; but, in making thcir complaints,
charge the fpecified gri¢vances to majelty itfelt'; by which they
mean to juftify, in the fight of mankind, tlie rénurciatron of
their former allegiance. Thus has an event been produced,
which was not had in contemplation by any of the colonies, or
even by any delegate, fcarce by Mr. Samuel Adams, as what
was fo foon to happen, when congrefs firlt met in the year 1774.
When Lexington engagement had taken place, he and fome of
his colléagues judged that the conteft muft then iffue in indepen-
dence, or flavery ; and therefore laboured to eftablith the firlt:
that the lalt might be prevented. But had a feribus propofal of
feparating from the crown of Great-Britain been carly introdu-
ced into congrefs, the diffolution of that body would have fol-
lowed, through the gencral averfion of the people at large and
of particular colonies to {uch feparation. 'The Maflachufetts dc-
legates had a veéry nice pait to att. The fouthern colontes were

jealous of their republican fpirit, and of their aiming at indepen-

dency. Thefe therefore, by a moft prudent policy; fecured
thofe of the Virginia delegates that verged toward republicanifm,
with whom they intrufted any favorite meafure which they want-
ed to have carried ; and who brought the fame fdrward and fup-
ported it in congrefs, againft the other fouthern delegates, while
their Maflachufetts brethren attended the debates without fhow-
ing themfelves particularly interefted, fo that the jealoufies of
fuch as were moft againftit were not alarmed. They took oc-
cafion alfo, from the various occurrences that offered, gently to
infufe their own {entiments into the minds of fuch as had before
oppofed them. Their wife procedure aided, on the one hand
by certain trufty frictids in congrefs; and on the other by the
perlevering blundering politics of the Britith miniftry, hdve
under the direttion of Providence produced independenicy. it
remains to be feen whether Providence will give to the fime arn
abiding eftablifhment. - The meafure which congref; have adgp-
ted, may be deemed by fome prefumptuous, confidering the
weaknels of their ownarmy ; the ftrength of tue Bridifh, affifted
by a (i)owcrful navy; and thai they have not the leafl aflurance
of aid from any foreign power. But how could it have been
avoided ? The people weie ripe for it. Piudence dictated a com.

Vor. IL pliance
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pliance with their expeétations and wifthes. A difappointment
might have difgufted, and produced diforder. The declaration
may give conhidence to the timed ; and animate the friends of
liberty to greater excrtions. It may lead France to think that
the Americans have refources more than are known, and {o in.
cline her to entertain the thought of giving them affillance;
while it admits of their applying for the fame, with perfeét con.
fitency as an independent people. They have nothing worfe
to apprehend from the declaration than betore.  The force de.
ftined to aét againft them proves, that, if poffible, they are to
be reduced to unconditional fubmiffion ; the declaration cannos
add to the milery of fuch fubmiflion. Befide, the quarrel is in
fuch a ftage, that it cannot be ended with fafety to the inhabi.
tants, but by their feparating from Great-Britain, and becoming
independent : any thing fhort of that mull now prove a conti.
nual fource of diflention and wretchednefs. The members of
congrefs have had it for fome time rung in their ears,

“ 'The middle way, the beft, we fometime call,

“ But tisin politics no way at all.”’

[July 8.] This day at twelve o’clock, the declaration of ins
dependence was proclaimed at the ftate-houfe in Philadelphia,
amidft the greateft acclamations. The day, in confequence of
general orders, it was read at the head of each brigade of the
continental army at New-York, and every where received with
loud huzzas, and the utmoft demonftrations of joy. The fame
evening the equeftrian flatue of the king was laid proflrate on
the ground. The lead of which it is made, i1s doomed to be run
into bullets. The New-York congrefs have unanimoufly refol-
ved, that they will at the rifk of their lives and fortunes, join
with the other colonies in fupporting the declaration ; and have
authorifed their dcelegates to adopt all fuch meafures as may be
conducive to the happinefs of the United States,

The New- Jerfey convedtion have declared their late gover-
nor, William Franklin, e{q; a virulent enemy to the country,
and a perfon who may prove dangerous, and who ought to be
confined in {uch place and manner as congrefs may direct : con-
grels have ordered him to be fent under guard to governor
‘Trumbull of Conne€ticut, who is to admit him to his parole ;
but if he refules to give it, he is to be fecured the fame as other
prifoners. Matters are drawing on to fuch a crifis, that the
next Jetter mult necellarily contain very interefling inteliipence.

VECTER
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LETTER 1V

Roxbury, Sept. 16, 1776,

ORD Dunmore has at length quitted Virginia and joined

the Britifh forces, He arrived with lord Campbell and
Sir Peter Parker off Staten Ifland. [Auguft 14.] His lord.
fhip continued on the coafls, and in the rivers of Virgina, till
the clofenefs and filth of the fmall veffels in which the fugit.ves
were crowded, together with the heat of the weather, the bad-
nefls and fcarcity of water and provifions, produced the peftilen-
tial fever, which made gicat havock, efpecially among the ne-
groes, many of whom were fwept away. When at length every
place was fhut againft him, and neither water ror provifions
were to be obtained, but at the expence of blood, it was found
neceflary, toward the beginning of Auguft, to burn feveral of
the {maller and leaft valuable vellels, to l}urc:vent their falling
into the hands of the Americans, and to fend the remainder,
amounting to between fortK and fifty, with the exiled friends
of government, to feek fhelter in Florida, Bermudas, and
the Weft-Indies ; a great number of negroes were fent at
the fame time to the laft of thele places for fale. The Vir.
ginians loft about 1000 of them in tue whole, including thofe
who were killed or died while attached to his lordfhip’s fervice.
Thus have ended the hapes entertained of fupprefling the oppo-
fition to government in Virginia by employing the negroes—a
meafure which being rather invidious than powerful, tended in-
finitely to inflame the difcontents of the people without addin
to the ftrength of the royal arms. The New- Jerfey co‘ngre:(%:'r
were fo irritated by the A)lot for deftroying the American army,
that they ufed the utmoft difpatch in forming their conftitution,
and finifhed it by the fecond of July.

Though they knew that the fubjeét of independence was be-
fore the continental congrefs, and that thele were upon the point
of declaring the United Colonies independent : and though they
had empowered their own delegates to join in the declaration,
yet that not being made at the time, they clofed with faying,
* provided always, and it is the true intent and meaning of this
congrefs, that if a reconciliation between Great-Britain and thefe
colonies thould take place, and the latter be taken again under
the prote€tion and government of the crown of Britain, this

charter fhall be null and void, otherwife to remain firm and in-
viplable,”

The

I
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The New.- Jerfey legiflature, in the following September,
chofe William Livingiton, efq; a gentleman of the law and of
firft-rate abilities, to be their governor. There was an equal
number of votes for him and Mr. Stockton ; but the latter hav.
ing juft atthe moment, refuled to furnith his team or horfes for
the fervice of the public, and the legiflature coming to the know.
Jedge of 1t, the chowe of Mr. Livingflon took place imme.
diately.

| July 5.1 The general convention of Virginia agreed upon
a conflituticn.  They began their {eflion the fitth of May, and
ten days after, when there were prefent 112 members, reflolved
unanitmoufly, that their delegates {hould be inftrutted to prepofe
to congrefs, that the United Colonics be by that refpettable bo-.
dy declared free and independent ftates. - It might be from a ful
confidence of receiving fuch inftruétions, that Mr. R. Henry
Lee gave notice, that he fhould move for a declaration of inde-
pendence. One géntleman of eminence, who was employed ia
the great work of planning the conftitution, made it his inceffant
ftudy fo to frame the portrait of government, that a kindred
with New-England might be difcerned in 1t.
~ Let us now repair to New-York, and the neighbourhood.

Lord Howe arrived off Halifax toward the end of June; up-
or. learning that the fleet and army had left that port on the 1ot¥g
and receiving the letter which the gencral his brother had left
for him, he proceeded to New-York without coming to an an.
chor, and reached Siaten-Ifland by the 12oth of July; from
whence he fent athore by a flag to Amboy, a circular letter, to.

ether with a declaration to feveral of the late governors of the
%Jnite’d States, then colonies, acquainting them with his powers,
and defiring them to publifh the {ame as generally as poflible, for
the information af the people. The declaration and lctters were
Jorwarded to congrels by general Walhington ; and ordered b
them to be publifhed in the feveral newfpapers, that the inhabi-
tants might be informed of what nature the commuflioners were,
and what the terms, with the expeétation of which the court of
Britain had endeavoured to amufe and difarm them; and that
the few who w re {lill fufpcnded by a hope founded either in the
juftice or moderation of the partics concerned, might be convin-
ced, that the valour -along of their country was ta fave its
libertics. ‘

[July 14.] Lord Howe fent up a flag to New-York witha
Jetter, under the fubfcription of ** George Wathington, efq;” but
which the gencral retufed to receive, as not being diretted to
pim with the tle and the flile futtable to his ftation.  Congrefs -
applauded him for ac'ng witha beceming dignity; and th,en{ dig
R Ye ‘te
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re&ed that none of their officers fhould receive letters or meffa-
ges, that were not addrefled to them according to their refpettive
rank. Adjudant general Paterfon was at length fent [ July 20.]}
' with aletter addrefled to * George Wathington, &c. &c. &c.”
- The general exempted him from being blind-folded, as cuftomary
in pailing through fortifications,and received him with the f‘}greateﬁ:
politenels ; but notwithitanding all the adjutant could offer, the
et ceteras would not remove the impediments to the correfpon-
dence attempted. The general told him, ¢ 1t 1s true the e cete-
ras imply every thing; but 1t is no lefs true, that they imply anﬁ
thing.” Tue letter therefore was not accepted. This bufine
ferved to difcover the caft of the general’s temper, and to thow
that he was firm and guarded. A conference enfued on the {ub.
jett of prifoners, and complaints on both fides, relative to the
treatmeunt they had received. The adjutant afferted an his ho-
nor, that the prifoners at Bofton, whenever the ftate of the arm
there admutted it, were treated with humanity and even indul.
gence. Upon his obferving that the commiffioners were intruft-
ed with great powers, the general an{wered, * Their powers are
only to grant pardon. They, wha have committed no fault,
want no pardons, The Americans are only defending what they
think their indifputable rights.,” Thus ended a conference, -
from which it was evident, that all attempts in the fame line
would prove ineffectual at prefent, The adjutant, through the
whole converfation, addrelled the general by the tile of excel-
lency, and behaved with the utmolft attention and politenefs.—
The arnival of the fleet and army 1n the neighbourhood of New.-
. York, made httle impreflion on congrefs. They continued
‘ with the {ame inflexibility, in the purfuit of the meafures they
had adopted. Whenever the declaration of independence was
publithed, it was received with the greateft joy. It reached
Charleftown within a few days, and was proclaimed 1in the moft
folemn manner to the troops under arms; and followed with ali
the ufual parade of a public rejoicing. It found the people of
South-Carolina exalperated againft Great-Britain for her late
holtile attack, and elated with their fuccefstul defence of the fort
on Sullivan’s Hland, henceforward to be called Fort Moultrie,
in honor to the brave colonel who defended it. The declaration
was equally acceptable to the military at New-York: and gave
them trefh {pirits and vigor.  The fear of fighting for, what they
apprehended would be, a patched reconciliation was finally at an
end. T'wo days before col. Paterfon waited upon gen. Wafh.
Ington, and as if in defiance of all the then formidable appear-
+ances, independence was folemnly proclaimed by the civil autho.
nty: atter which the king’s arms, and an clegant pi€lure of his
| | majefty,

////’___;—
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majety, were deftroyed. "The cpilcopal clergy however, upon
thefe proceedings, thut up their churches.

. The military operations on the part of the Britith being delay.
ed for want of the expetted reinforcements, the Americans had
the opportunity of firengthening themfelves. Having endeavour.
ed to fortify the entrance of the harbour, fo as to make it danger.
ous, for the fhipping, they expeéted that the military operations
would commence on the fide of Long-Iflind where they threw
up lines and erefted redoubts, next to New-York, in order to

revent gen. Howe’s advancing to and poffefling himfelf of thofe
Eeights which overlook the city, and fo attacking it from that

uarter. Gen. Greene was intrufted with the command of
3&3 poft ; and ftudioufly acquainted himfelf with all the dcfiles
Jeading to it, that he might reap the full advantage of them
whenever accafion required. Notwithftanding the er%orts to pre-
wvent the paflage of the Britith fhips up the North-River, the
fame was effected | July 15.| by the Pheenix, the Rofe, and two
tenders, with little damage from a heavy cannonade. They
failed 25 miles, and took their flation oppofite Tarry-town,
where the rver 1s about four miles wide. Only 5000 of the new
levies had arnved [ July 21.} in the American camp out of

15,000 ordered. The exertions of the ftates fhould have been
far more vigorous, confidering the formidable force their army
had foon to cope with, {fuch as no part of this new world had feen
before, viz. 2 body of 30,000 excellent troops; great numbers
-of them experienced veterans, rendecred the more formidable, by
the abundance of their military ftores and warlike materials, by the
goodnefs and quantity of the artillery with which they are pro-
vided, and bythe numerous fleet that fupports them, |

The particular Hjealouﬁ«':s and prcjudices of the continental
troops from the different ftates led them frequently to throw out
refle€tions tending to irritate each other and injure the common
caufe; fo that the commander in chief interpofed his influence to
fupprefsit by flgenera} orders. [ Aug. 1.| This was a meafure ab-
folutely neceflary, confidering the flate of his army; which was
as follows [Aug. 8.] for the feveral pofts on New-York, Long
and Governor’s Iflands, and Powle’s-Hook, 10,514 fit for duty;
fick prefent, 3039 ;—fick abfent, 629 ;—on command, 2946;
~—on furlough, 97;—total 17,225. ~ Thefe were little other
than raw troeps, and much fcattered, fome being 15 miles
apart*. The two fleets of tranfports, with the expetted rein-
forcements, arrived [Aug. 12.| under convoy of commodore
Hotham and the Repulfe, as did the camp equipage, fo that
gen. Howe was enabled to proceed upon the operations of the

* General Wafthmgton's letter,
campaign,

B
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campaign, which oug’it to have commenced at leaft two months
fooner. The fcarcity Of lead obliged the citizens of New-York
to part with their window leads for the ufe of the American
army. One houfe fupplied them with 1200lb. and another with
1000lb. Gen. Wathington provided fomefire fhips for hoftile pur-
pofes, and the defence of the North-River. One of them comman.
ded by capt. Foldick and another by capt. Thomas, went up after
the Pheenix and Rofe. [ Aug. 16. ] themghtbeing dark, they pafled
the Pheenix without feeing her. capt. Thomas fellan boardtheten-
der belonging to them, and burnt her. The light gave dire€tion to
eapt. Fofdick, who grappled the Pheenix, but by the lownefs of
his veflel, and the dexterity of the Pheenix’s hands, the latter
got clear of the fire thip and funk her. The enemy however,
thought it prudent to quit their flation tivo days after; and juft
before day-light, taking the advantage of a fine wind, the tide,
and a very heavy rain, went down the river, through a continu-
al fire from the American forts, but received no fuch damage as
to prevent their rejoining the Britifh fleet. Gen Greene was fo
ill, that he could ferve no longer; and gen. Walhington was
obliged to appoint gen. Sul/ivan to the command on Long-Ifland
notwithftanding the damage that mght accrue to the public by
the change at {uch a criticaﬁ moment.

About one half of the Heflians were yet wanting ; gen. Howe
however, had under him, the troops formerly at Bofton, the
reinforcement which arrived onthe 12th, the forces from South-
Carolina, which got in on the 14th, and fome regiments from
Florida and the Weft-Indies ; fo that he felt himfelf fufficiently
firong to refolve upon attempting the ifland. The neceflary mea-
fures being taken by the flect for covering the defcent, thearmy was
landed [Aug. 22.] without oppofition, between two {mall towns,
Utrecht =«ad Gravefend, not far from the Narrows, on the near-
eft thore to Staten-1{land. The American works, erefted under
the eye of general Greene, cover the breadth of a {mall peninfu-
la, having the Eaft-river (which feparates Long-Ifland from
New-York) on the feft, a marfh, extending to the water fide on
the right, with the bay and Governor's-{fland at the back.—
Within thefe works lies Brookland, where general Sullivan en-
camped with a ftrong force, a few miles diftant from Utrecht.—
From the point of land which forms the eaft fide of the Narrows,
runs a ridge of hills about north-eaft, in length about five or fix
miles, covered with a thick wood, which terminate in a fmall
tiflug land near Jamaica. Through thefe hills are three paffes
only ; one near the Narrows; afecond on the road, called
the Flatbuth road ; znd a third called the Bedford road,
being a crofs road trom Bedford to Flatbu'h, which lies

on
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on the foutherly fide of thefe hills, Thefe paffes through the
mountains, or hills, are eafily defenfible, betng very narrow,
and the lands high and mountainous on each fide. Thefe are the
only. roads whicg can be paffed from the fouth fide of the hills to
the American lines, except a road leading round the eafterly end
of the hills to Jamaici. An early attention had been given to-
the importance of thefe paffes. To the fecond of them, the fmail
American parties, patro lihng on the coaft, retired upon the ap:
proach of the Britith boats with the troops. Lord Cornwallis
lmfhed on immediasely with the referve and fome other forces;
t finding the Americans in pofleflion of the pafs, in compli.
ance with orders rifked no attack. [Aug. 25.] '?hree days after,
gen. de Heifler, withtwo brigades o Heﬁians from Staten-Ifland,
joined the army. It is faid, that when landed, he was told by
one high in command, * The Americans will give the foreigners
rio quarter ;” and that he anfwered, *“ Well, as I know it, I am
ready to fight cn thefe terms.” The foreign officers and foldiers
were led to believe, that the Americans are a fet of favages and
barbarians ; and to dread falling into their hands under the ap.
prehenfion of meeting with the crueleft treatmeént. The com.
mon men were taught to expeft; that if taken, they fhould have
their bodies ftuck full with pieces of pine wood, and then be
burnt to death. - The propagation of thefe fallhoods might be
confidered as juft retaliation upon congrefs tor advifing ani adopt-
ing a plan for encouraging the Heflians and other foreigners to
defert the Britith fervice.  Officers and men are totally 1gnorant
of the nature of the quarrel between Britain and the United States;
and have high notions of {ubjettion to princely authority. They.
deteft the thoughis of rebellion, and the Americans being ftiled
rebels, they are hearty in defiring and attemping their reduttion;
and need no incentives to whet their refentments. .
. The Americans had on each of the three above mentioned paf-
{es or roads, a guard of eight hundred men : and to the eaft of ther
ip the wood, col. Miles was placed with his battalion to guard
he road from the fouth of the hills to Jamaica, and to watch ths
“hotion of the enemy on that fide, with orders to keep a Harty
conflantly reconnoitring to and acrofs the Jamaica roa  The
fentinels were fo placed as to keep a continual communica. 'nbe-
tweer the three guards on the three roads.

< -

[Aug. 26.] General Howe having fully fettled a plan of fur-
rife, gen. de Heifter with his Heflians takes poft at Flatbu(h in
the evening, and comnpofes the centre.  About nine o'clock ths
fame night, the priucipal army, containing much the greater
art of the Britifh forces, under the command of Cenerals
Clinton, ear! Perey and Lerd Corpwallis, march, in order to
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gain the road leading round the eafterly end of the hills to Jas
maica, and fo to turn the left of the Americans. ~ Col. Miles,
wholt duty it is to guard this road, fuffers the Britifh to march
not lefs than fix miles till they are near two miles in the rear of
the guards, before he difcovers and gives notice of gheu‘ apProach.
[Aug. 27.] Gen. Clinton ayrives within half a mile of tne road
about two hours before day break, halts and fcttles hisdifpo-
fition for the attack. One of his patrols falls in with a patrol of
American officers on horfeback, who are trépained, and made

rifoners.  Sullivan, though in expeétation that thcy will bring
ﬁim intelligence, negleéts %ending out a frelh patrol on finding
himfelf difappointed. Clinton lcarning from the officcrs, that
the Americans have not occupied the rdad, detaches a battalion
of light infantry to fecure it ; and advancing with hus corps upon
the appearance of day, poflefles himfelf of the heights over which
the road palfles. ‘ |

General Grant with the left wing advances along the coaft by
the weft road, near the Narrows. About midnight, the guard,
confifting all of New-Yorkers and Pennfylvanians, perceiving
that there 1s danger at hand, flee without firing a gun, and bring
to gen. Parfons, who commands them,. the account of the ene-
my's advancing in great numbers b?' that road. Grant’s move.
ment 15 to divert the attention of the Americaris from the left,
where the main attack is to be made by Clintoni. Parfons perceives
by fair day-light, that the Britith are got through the wooq, and are
defcending on the north fide. He takes twenty of his fugitive guard,
being all he can colleét, and pofts them on a height in front of
the éritiﬂa, about half a mile diftant, which halts their column,
and gives time for lord Stiriing to come up with his forces;
amounting to about 1500, who poflefles himllelf of a hill about
two miles from camp. | ,

The engagement begins, foon after day-break, by the Heflians
from Flatgu%h, under gen. Heifter, and by gen. Grant on the
¢oaft; and a warm cannonade with a brifk fire of {mall arms, is
eagerly fupported on both fides for fome.confiderable titne. The
Americans oppofing gen. Heifter, are the firft who are apprized
of the march of the Britith troops under gen. Clinton.” The
accordingly retreat in large bodies, and in tolerable order, to re-
cover their camp; but are foon intercepted by the right wing un-
der gen. Clinton ; who having halted and refrefhed his forces af-
ter pafling the heights, continues his march, and getting into the
rear of the left of the Americans, about half paft eight ¢’clock,
attacks them with his light infantry aud light dragbons, while
quutting the heights to rewurn to their lines. Thev are driven

ack, and again meet the 130 aus. Lin. e alerpasely
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chafed ahd intercepted. In thefe defperate circumftances, fome
of their regiments, overpowercd and out-numbered as they are,
force their way to camp, through all the dangers with which they
are preflcd. The Americans under lord Stirling, confifting of
col. Miles’s two battalions, col. Atlee’s, col. Smallwood’s and
col. Hatch’s regiments, and who are engaged with gen. Gran,
bebave with great bravery and refolution, charging the enemr
and maintaining their pofts from about eight in the morning til
two in the afternoon ; but are {o late in their knowledge of what
pailes clfewhere, that their retreat is intercepted by fome of the
Britifh troops, who, befide turning the hills and the American
leit, have traverfed the wholc extent of country in their rear.
Several br. ak through the enemy’s line, and get into the woods.
Gen. Parfons, with a finall party, efcapes by doing it. Num.
bers throw themfelves into the marfh at Gowan'’s %ove; fome
arc drcwned, others perith in the mud; a confiderable body
however, efcapes by this way to the lines. The nature of the
country, and the variety of the ground occafion a continuance
and cxtenfion of fmall engagements, purfuits and flaughter, which
laft for many hours before the {cene clofes.

The Britith troops difplayed great valour and aftivity on this
occafion. So impetuous was their ardor, that it was with difhi
culty that they could be reftrained, by gen. Howe’s orders, from
attacking the American lines. They would probably have enter.
ed them, had not the works been completef the night before the
attion, by clofing an opening on the right, and placing an abba.
tis before it. The Americans were moft completely furprifed and
effettually catrapped. Col. Smallwood’s Maryland regiment fuf:
fered extremely, and wasalmoft cut to pieces. It loft two hun.
dred and fiftv-nine men. The lofs was much regretted on ac-
count of their being young men of the beft families in the coun.
try.  All who were engaged in the attions of the day, did not
difplsy the fame courage ; nor was it to be expetted from fuch
raw troop:. Many efcaped from the want of difcipline ; for they
broke at the fight of darger, and faved themfclves through flight,
whereas ot .erwife they mufl have been killed or taken. Large
bodies however were captwed.  Generals Sullivan, lord Surling,
arl Udecll, befide g colonels, 4 lieutenant-colonels, g majors, 1
captamns, 49 liewenants, 11 enfigns, an adjutant, g {urgeons and
-2 volumeers, were made prifoners, together with 1006 privates,
mnall 1067,  As amony the prifoners the wounded were includ-
ed, an allowance of berween 4 and goo tor killed, drowned, pes
riﬂned in the woods, (e mud ancl the like, nafl be reel oned ful.
ficiently Tarpc. Cule fis brafs ordnance were tken,  The lofs
ovihe Ltith, o willed and wounded. did not ¢ cecu 318 1 of

| wlonm




4 D.1776] AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 114

whom only 61 were {lain, The Heflians had 2 rank and file kil-
led, and 23 privates and g officers wounded.

The brilliant fuccefs of the operations on Long-Ifland may fa.
{cinate the judgment, and crown the head of gen. Howe with
laurels : but there are fome {enfible American ofhcers, who judge,
that by commencing them in that quarter, he completely put into
the hands of general Wathington, the only chance which offered
for the defence of New-York ; and that, 1f gen. Greene had not
been prevented by ficknefs from continuing in command, all the
paffes or roads would have been fo fecured and defended, as that
the royal army in attempting or gaining them would have been {o,
crippled, as to have been arrefted with regard to all future fuc-
ccfstul operations. Gen. Sullivan was too 1nattentive and con-
fident. Though in the midft of royalifts, he {uffered them togo
backward and forward juft as they pleafed. One of the Ameri-
can chaplains fearing that the Britifh would make a circuitous
march and take to the Jamaica road, afked him whether he had
guarded that pafs futhiciently, and reccived for anfwer, “ Yes; fo
that an angel cannot force it.”

It may be thought by many, thatif general Howe, inftead of
commencing his operations on Long-1fland, had run up the Nor¢A
River, and landed above New-Yorz, he would either have com-
pelled gen. Wathington to a {udden evacuation of the city, with
the lofs of nearly all the ftores of the army ; or to have fought
though very unequal in numbers and troops; or to have {ur-
rendered for want of provifions. That fuch a movement might
have been made, wind and tide favoring, without any particular
danger of a failure, had been eftablifhed by the fafe paffage of the
Phanix and Rofe up and down the river,

The vitorious army encamped in the front of the American
works 1n the evening ; and on the 28th at night broke ground in
form about 4 or 500 yards diftant from a redoubt which covered
the left of the Americans, The fame day general Mifflin crofled
over from New-York with 1000 men; at night he made an of-
fer to gen. ch/lzington of going the rounds, which was aceepted.
He oblerved the approaches ot the enemy, and the forwardnefs of
their batteries; and was convinced that no time was to be lofh,
The next morning | Aug. 29.Y] he converfed with the general up-
on the fubjett, am{ l'ai(?, “ You mutft either fight or retreat in-
mediately. What is your ftrength?” "The general anfwered,
“‘nme thoufand.”  The other replied, “ It is not fufficient, we
muft thevelore retreat,” "They were both agreed as to the calling
of a council of war ; und gen. Mifllin was to propofe a retreat.
But as he was to make that propofal, lefl his own charaéter thould
ulfer, he flipulated, that if a retreat fhould be agreed upon, he

would
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would command the rear; and if an aétion the van. When the
copncil was held, thefe reafons among others were mentioned for
removing the army to New-York, viz.—* 'The heavy rains which
have fallen two days and nights, with but little intermiffion, have
injured the arme, and {poiled a great part of the ammunition ; and
the foldiers, being without cover and obliged to lie in their lines,
arc worn out.”——* From the time the enemy moved from
Flabufh, feveral large {hips have attempted to get up, as {up.
poled, into the Fait-River, to cut oft our communication, by
which the whole army would be deftroyed, but the wind being
north-eaft, they bhave not been able to effeft it.”——** The
troops are become difpirited, by their inceffant duty and watch.
ing.” It was unanimoufly agreed to quit. Col. Glover, whe
be%onged to Marblehead, was called upon with the whole of his
regiment fit for duty, to take the command of the veflels and
flat-bottomed boats.  Molt of the men were formerly employed
in the fifherv, and fo peculiarly well qualified for the fervice.—
The colonel went over himfelf from New-York to give direéti.
ons; and about {feven o’clock at night, ofhcers and men went to
work with a fpirit and refolution peculiar to that corps. The
embarkation of the troops was committed to gen, M*‘Dougall.— &
He was upon the fpot at Brooklyne ferry, at eight o’clock, the &
Lour fixed for the commencement of this unportant movement, %
‘To his great mortification he found the miliia had not yet em.
barked. The getting them over protrated the time till between
ten and eleven o’clock. Mean while, about nine, the tide of
ebb made and the wind blew {trong at north-eaft, which adding
10 the rapidity of the tide, rendered it impoflible to effett the
retreat, in the courfe of the night, with only that number of
row boats which they could command; and the ftate of the wind
and tide put it cut of the power of col. Glover’s men to make
any ufe of the fail boats. Gen. M‘Dougall fent colonel
Grayfon, one of the commander in chief’s aids, to report to
his excellency their embarraffed fituation; and gave it as his
opinion, that the retreat was impraéticable that mght.  The co-
lonel returned foon after, not being able to find the commander
in chief, on which the general went on with the embarkation
under all thele difcouragements.  But about cleven the wind
died away, and foon after {prung up at fouth-welt, and blew
freth, which rendered the fuil boats of ule, and at the fame time
mace the paflage from the ifland to the city, direét, eafy and
expeditious, Providence further interpofed in favor of the
retreating army, by fending a thick tog about two o’clock in the
morning [ Aug. 3o.} which hung over Long-Ifland, while on
New-York fide 1t was clear.  During the embarkation, colonel

’ Scamimell
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ell was fent to gen. Mifflin with orders for a particalar
?:;i‘;nnr::’nt to march dovgn to the ferry; the colonel m?ﬁook the'
orders, and inftead of a regiment underftood the whole cover-.
ing party, and delivered them accordingly. On that gen. Mifflin
utted the lines, and came down to the place of embarkation,
to the great aftonifhment of gen. Wa(hm%ton, Who witl.x furprife
inquired into the reafon of fuch conduét. The miftake being clear-
ed up, gen. Mifflin returned to the lines, after they had been aban.
doned about three quarters of an hour, without 1ts being difco-
vered by the enemy, becaufe of the fog. The fog and wind
continued to favor the retreat, till the whole army, gooo in
number, with all the field artillery, fuch heavy ordnance as
was of moft value, ammunition, provifion, cattle, horfes, carts,
&c. were fafe over. ‘The water was {fo remarkably {mooth as to
admit of the row beats being loaded within a few inches of the
unnel. Gen. Wathington, though often entreated, would not
eave the ifland, till Mirgﬂin with his covering party left the lines,
at about fix o'clock. The enemy were fo nigh, that they were
heard at work with their pick-axes and fhovels. In about half*
an hour after the lines were finally abandoned, the fog cleared
off, and the Britith were feen taking poffeflion of the American
works. Four boats were on the river, three half way over, full
of troops ; the fourth, within reach of the ¢cnemy’s fire upan the
fhore, was compelled to return; {he had only three men in her,
who tarried behind to piunder. The river is a mile or more
acrofs; and yet the retreat was .eﬁ'cg}ed in lefs than thirteen
hours, a great part of which time 1t x:axnec_l ‘l}ard. _
- Had it not been for the providential {hifting of the wind, not
more than half the army could poflibly have croffed, and the
remainder, with a number of general ofhicers, and all the hec--
prdnance at leaft, muit inevitably have fallen into the enemy’s
hand. Had it not been alfo for that heavenly meflenger, the
fog, to cover the firft defertion of the lines, and the feveral pro-
ccedings of the Americans after day-break, they muft have fuf-
tained confiderable lofles. The fogrefembled a thick {fmall mift,
fo that you cotild fee but a little way before you, It was very
unufual alfo to have a fog at that time of the year, My in-
former, a citizen of New-York, could not recollett his havin
known any at that feafon, within the fpace of twenty or thirty
ears. |
’ Governor’s-Ifland, on which were two regiments, was eva.
cuared likewife with the lofs ot only one man’s arm, by a can
non {hot from the fhips. The Americans finithed the removal
of their military flores from thence, [Sept. 2.] and took every
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thing off but a few pieccs of cannon, notwithftanding the fhips
of war lay within a quarter of a mile of {ome partof 1t *,

Since the affuir of Long-Ifland, endeavours have been ufed to
keep up the {pirits of their people, by puffing accounts of the ex.
traordinary bravery of the troops, and the deftruttion they made
of the enemy. But that mattersare not very promiling appears
from a letter of gen. Mercer, who commands the flying camp,
dated September the 4th, wherein he writes, * Gen. Wafhing.
ton has not fo far as 1 have feen 5000 men to be depended on
for the fervice of a campaign, and I have not 1000. Both our
armies are compofed of raw militia, perpetually flu€tuating be.
tween the camp and their farms, poorly armed, and fhull worfe
difciplined. Thefe are not a match for, were their numbers equal
to, veteran troops, wcll fitted and urged .on by able ofhcers.—
Numbers and difcipline muft prevail at laf, ~ Giving foldiers,
or even the lower orders of mankind, the choice of ofhcers, will
for ever mar the difcipline of armies.” The wretched choice
of officers in the Maflachufetts, is complained of in a letter of
this purport to a gentleman of that ftate: * 1 can account for the
ftrange military appointments in your flate, on no other princi-
ple, than that your people mcan to guard againft the danger of
an army, by making it contemptible.  Without ofhcers we fhall
never have foldiers. They are finking the flate in the eyes of
the whole continent. At the end of a campaign we find but.
chers, bakers, {uttlers, and a large tribe of contraiors, with
fortunes made at the public expence, wiile a young officer
of merit, on twenty-{ix dollars a month, 1s a beggar. A man of
honor and fprrit cannot herd with company unworthy of him;
yet there is no one beneath a field officer, whole pay gives him
a right to company above a fhoe-black, The great number
of {outhern ofhcers now in York, who are but lttle ufed tq
the, equality which prevails in New-England, are continually
refenting the littlenefs of their pay.” A third gentleman tells a
member of congrefs—* I cannot agrce with you on the frequent
calling out of the militia. They are uneafy, reftlefs and difcon-
tented. They leave their bufinefs in a molt perplexing fituati-
on, when called out {uddenly, and muft be very great fufferers

in their private property. Their minds are always at home, in

their fhops, or on their farms.  This renders them low {pirited ;
a-dejettion faft feizes them ; ficknefs and death are the confe-
guences. The only purpole a militia can {erve, under prefent

" * T'he particlavsof the retreat are taken from Dr. Rodgers's thankf-
givirg fermon ; from col,Glover's letters ; and fr.m the informarion of
perionswho wee piclent,
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regulations, is, on fome fudden invafion to affemble and repel
the enemy, and return to their bufinefs again.” '

The account will thock your humanity ; and yet you muft be
told, that fince the conqueft of Long-Ifland, the American
captives, in feveral inftances, were tied up to be fired at by the
royal troops, openly and without cenfure®,

You will not wifh a detention of this letter, that the intelli-
gence from New-York may be brought down to a later period,
it fhall therefore be clofed with an account of the troops to the
northward, and of fome proceedings in the Maffachufetts.

The return of the troops ferving in Canada under gen. Sull:-
van was 7006. When gen. Gates firft joined them, the fmall
ox raged ; mot a cannon was mounted ; the veflels were lum.
Eercd with flores ; the men were difpirited with defeat and fa:
tigue; in fhort, the whole was a fcene variegated with every
diftrefs and difappointment, which can confpire to ruin an army.
Gen. Sullivan left it the 12th of July ; when he firfi joined it 1n
Canada, it was torn to pieces by ficknefs and unaccountable oc-
currences; its prefent {eeurity is thought to be owing to him j
and therefore the field ofhcers addreffed him, when leaving them,
and faid, “ It is to vou, Sir, the public arc indebted, for the
prefervation of their property in (g:nada. Itis to you we owe
our fafety thus far. Your humanity will call forth the filent
tear, and grateful ejaculation of the fick : your univerfal impar-~
tiality will force the applaufe of the wearied foldier.” '

With the loffes fuftained at Quebec, Three Rivers, the Cedars,
the confequent retreat from Canada, together with the deaths
and defertions, which have happened fince the firft of April,
the northern army has been diminifhed upward ot scoo, exclu-
five of gooo fick. Tul thefe were feparated, and fent off to
Fort George, at the head of Lake George, where the general
hofpital has been citablifthed, the camp itfelf had the appearance
of a general holpital rather than an army. The {mall pox had
infefted every thing belonging to it, the clothes, the blankets,
the air, the very ground the men walked on.  Gen. Gates ex-
erted all his powers to prevent this peflilence from fixing at
Skeenfborough, to which place the militia, ordered to reirﬂ%rca
him, were divetted to repair.  The army is not now at Crown
Point, for a council of gencral officers unanimoufly determined
to retire from thence, and take poft at the flrong ground oppo-
fite to the eafl point of Tycondervga. By the end of the month

» See M‘Fi“l““s amodern Fpic Peem in four cantos, P 812. Frinted
at Hartford n Connecticut, 1782, The author is Anown to be M-,

Jehn ‘Lrumtull, the Awerican Dut'er for wit and hem v .
aflar s
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uffairs began to wear a lefls gloomy afpe€t. The fleet upon Lake
Champlain increafed rapidly. The militia began to come to
‘Skeenfborough. On the 6th of Auguit the general was joined
by 600 from%@ew-Hamp{hire ; but many, both ofhicers and fol.
diers, were detained on their march, by inoculating, contrary
to orders, through fear of being infeéted with the fmall pox in
the natural way. While the army was in Canada, regularity was
difpenfed with, or negletted ; and the ruin of affairs there was
afcribed by fome members of congrefs to the want of regular re.
turns. Who was general, who quarter-mafter, who pay-mafter,
who commiffary, were important f{ecrets, which all their pene.
tration was never able to difcover. Gates has fent them a re.
turn, the moft fyftematical they have feen. The utmoft exerti.
ons are applied in building galleys and gundolas, to continue &
naval fuperiority upon the lake, whereby to prevent Sir Guy
Carleton’s penetrating into the United States by way of Ty.—
The poit oppofite to 1t occupied by the army, has been called
Mount Incﬁependence, fince the declaration of independence
reached them ; for that was received with the ufual applaufe.
[Sept. 2.| The Maflachufetts houfe of reprefentatives have
3n an addrefs to eongrefs requefted, that they would form a con.
federation. [Sept. 14.] They have alfo chofen gen. Lincoln
to command the milina ordered to New-York. An attempt,
which is now making, to fix by an a& of the gencral court, tﬁe
rice of various anic%es, may be well intended by the generality.
he charafters cf many, who are for the meafure, are too fair
to admit the fufpicion of a bad intention. But the meafure will
at length prove ineffeftual for the good meant to be anfwered by
it, and be produétive of great evil. The moft confcientious and
patriotic will be injured; while the crafty and unprincipled
make their advantage of it. Prices of provifion, and divers
other articles, like water, will find their own level ; and be high
or low, according to the quantity of ftock in hand and the d%:-
mand that there 15 for them. But warm theorifts will not be
eafily convinced by any other arguments, than thofe which re.
fult from experiments.

LETTER
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LETTER V.

Roxbury, Dec. 20, 1776.

["HE American army having providentially efcaped from
Long-Ifland, gen. Sullivan was immediately {ent upon pa-

role with a verbal meflage from lord Howe to the congrels;
inporting that though he could not at prefent treat with them in
that charatter, yet he was very defirous of having a conference
with fome of tlie members, whom he would cc ifider as private
gentlemen. He 1:fo1med them, that he, with e gehéral,.had
tull powers to compromife the difpute between Great-Britain
and America npon terms advantageous to both :—that he wifhed
a compaét might be fettled at a time, when no dccifive blow
was ftruck, and neither party could fay, that it was compelled to
enter into {uch agreement :—that were they di/pofed to treat,
many things which they had not yet afked, might and ought to
be granted :—and that, if upon the conference, they found any
pro%able ground of dn accommodation, the authority of congrels
would be afterward acknowledged to render the treaty complete.
The general arrived at congre{s with this meflage on the 2d of
September ; and was defired to reduce it to writing. They re-
ceived a letter at the fame time from gen., Wafhington, acquaint-
ing them with the removal of the army from Long-Ifland. On
the 5th, gen. Sullivan was requefted to inform lord Howe, * that
congrefs being the reprefentatives of the free and independent
ltates of America, they cannot with propriety fend any of their
members, to confer with his lordihip in their private charaéters,
but that ever defirous of eftablithing peace on reafonable terms,
they will fend a committee of their body to know whether he
has any authority to treat with perfons authorized by congrefs
for that purpofein behalf of America, and whatthat authority is,
and to hear {uch propofitions as he fhall think fit to make re-
Ipefting the fame. The next day they ele€ted by ballot for their
committee, Meflrs. Franklin, John Adams, and Edward Rut-
ledge. Eight days after, the committee met lord Howe upon
Staten-Ifland, oppefitc to Amboy, where his lordfhip received
and entertained them with the utmoft politenefs, the committee
In their report, {fummed up th ccount of the conference, by
mentioning that it did not app  to them, that his lordfhip’s
commiflion contained any other authority of importance than
was contained in the aét of parliament; for thatas to the power
of inquiring into the flate of America, which his lord{hip men-
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tioned to them, and of conferring and confuiiiisg wuh any per.
fous the commiffioners might think proper, and r-:prefeming the
refult to the miniflry, they apprehended anv expeélation from
the effeét of fuch powar would have been too precarious for
~ America to have relied upon, had 'he {lill continued in her flae
- of dependeace,  Thus the hopes of negoctation by the commil,
fioneraended.  The friends to independency rejoiced that it was
brought 1o U happy a conclufion,  They almoit trembled left i
fhould prove infnaring, and fomething {hould take place under
it, which, i the prefent diftreiled circumftances of their military
affairs, might demolifh the fabric they were ereéling, It ferved
to gain time for recovering from the thock occafioned by the
Jofles fuftained on Long-I{land. If itdzlayed the operations of gen,
Howe, it anfwered another valuable purpofe t and it is hard
otherwife to account for his delay, The committee managed
with great dexterity ; and maintained the dignity of congrefs,
"Their fentiments and language became their charatter.  His
lordihip was explicitly and anthoritatively affured, that neither
the cominiitee, nor the eongrefs which {ent them, had authority
to treat in any other capacity than as independent [flates. His
lordfhip had * no inftrutions on that fubje®.,” ‘The Ameri.
cans muft therefore fight it out, and truft in God for fuccefs.
General Wanungton's fitnation, afier cvacuating Long-If-
land, was truly difirefling. The check, whic the getachmem
had fultained, difpirited too great a proportion of the troops,
and filled their minds with apprehenfion and defpan.  The mi.
lina were difmayed, intraflable, and impatient to return. Great
numbers went off, by companies at a time, by half regiments and
in fome inftances almof by whole ones. 'I}llue flying camp was
too ltrerally {uch, - Whole battalicns of them tan off from
Powle’s (the mode of fpelling Panl’s two hundred years back #)
Hook, and the heights of Bergen, upon the firing of a broad-
fide from a man of war, when no onc was hart by it. An en.
tire ifregard of that order and fubordination neceflary to the
well-teing of an army, made his condition flill more Rarmin ;
and occalioned a want of confidence in the generality of the
troopse  The mumber of men fit for dutv, taking in the main
hndy and all thie our-pofls, was for fome days under 20,000 :
bue the militia, tov conteniptible to merit the name of foldiers,
wiil the new levies alike defpicable, compofed more than a third
of the army, The militia did inexpreflible damage, by telling
the other troops—** all is gonc—the regulars muft overcome,” =

* See queen Elizabeth's Lible, pr;"ntc& 1572y for Jugg in Powle's
Church YVard, 3 ,
by
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By fuch language the men became more and more difheartened,
What is (aid of the nilitia i« not peculiar to thofe from any one
flate : as to their intraétableneds, aned difregard of order and fub.
ordination, it 18 comnion w ali mii2tié, and mult be geuerally
expetted ; for men who have been free, and never fubject to
reftraint or any kind of controul, cannc!. in a day, be taught the
neceflity, or be brought to {ee the expediency of ftrict diicipiine,
Within nine days after the evacuation, the number of the fick,
by the rcturns, formed one quarter of the whole army,

Such were circunmftances, that they demanded the greateft
harmony poflible among the troops ; whereas no imall animofity
prevailed between thofe of the northern and fouthern ftates, oc-
cafioned by general and illiberal reflettions freely dealt out at
head quarters, It was not countenanced by the commander in
chief ; but the adjutant gencral afliduoufly endeavoured to make
and promote it ; fo that his excellericy, in order to remedy it1in
fome meafure, appoin:ed David Henley, ¢iq; deputy adjutant ge-
neral.  The day this appointment was announced to the army in
general orders, the 6tli of September, aletter was written to a
member of congrefs, which fays, * The infamous defertions,
the fhamelefs ravages, feditious {peechesand mutinous behaviour
which prevail in your army, call in the loudefl language tor a
reform. The militia here are only an arrned rabble, and all the
troops are without difcipline, It the conurefs does not gaife an
army for three years or during the conteft, all the beft ofhcers
will' quit it, Had we been wife to engage the men, at firft, du-
ring the war, we fhould now have had an army to have met
Britith troops on an equal footing.  As to having recourie to a
smilitia, it 1s a moft wretched fubterfuge, experience has demon-
firated they will not ftand fire, They will not fight from home.
Men muft learn to fight as they learn any thing elfe.  'We have
an exceeding good commander 1n chief, who is rot wanting in
wtrepidity, nor the truelt patriotifm. I wifh him more able
counfellors and {pirited a{Il)iltants. Be affured, Sir, that our
men have, 1n a great meafure, loft that virtue which firft en-
gaged them to hght, and are finking into an army of merce-
naries,” ‘

One licutenant colonel Zeidwitz was tricd for writing a letter
to the late governor Tryon, wherein he declared his attachment
to the royal caufe, and promifed his fervice upon certain condi-
tions : he was {entenced to be cathiered, and rendered incapa-
ble of any future military command.  This ftrange fentence was
owing to a militia brigadier general, and others of a fimilar judg-
ment, who betng members Ofﬂu:unnt,fMd,“h'wasonB'an
attempt to correlpond;” and fo the fellow efcaped.

General
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General Iafliingion divided his army, teaving 4500 in the city
of New-York, and polting 6500 at  Huerlem, and 12,000 at
Kingfbridge#. Ou the hillsat, or in the neighbourhood of thele
places, forts had been eretted, which the troops garrifoned.—
s‘he ftrongeft was Fort Wafliington, nigh fHaerlem, of difficult
accels, andg overlooking the” North river, the palfage of which
it was mcant to fecure by the aid of Fort Le¢, oppofite to it, on
the Jerfey fidle.  'When it became clear to the general, that the
enemy mecant to throw their whole wrmy between part of s in
New-York and its environs, and the remainder about Kingf.
bridge, he removed his quarters to col. Roger Morris’s, teq
miics from New-York, and not very diftant from Fort Wathing.
ton. The day before the committee of congrefs met lord Howe,
five fhips of war were fent up the Eaft river: on which it was
thought neceflary to evacuate the city as faft as poflible, and s
remove the frck, the ordnance, flores and rdvigons._ Colone
Glover was employed in this' fervice: he gegan upon 1t about
ninc at night. By fun rife the next morning, his brigade had
gt {ale over the Jerfeys, the fick 1n and about the city, amount.
Ing to 500. On the Saturday, he was ordered to have the tents
ftruck, and the heavy baggage carried down to the North river
to be tranfported up in boats, while the tents and light baggage
were carried up in waggons.  'This was completed about nine a
might, when an alarm took place; and he was ordered to march
his brigade to Haerlem to join gen. M‘Dougall, leaving the
whole bagsage of two regiments bchind, which afterward fel
into the enemy’s hands. The next morning they marched to
Kingfbridge. The poor lads had juft unflung their packs, when
up drives an exprefs with on account that the enemy weré land-
ing: on which they marched back without any kind of refrefh-
ment, joined five other brigades, about 7000, and formed on
Haerlem plains. | | .

General Howe, having fully preparcd for a defcent on New-
York Ifland, embarked a flrong divifion of the army under the
command of gen. Clinton and others, in boats at the head of
Newtown inlet ‘and at another place higher up, where they could
not be obferved by the Americans; who expeéted that the attack
would be made on the fide next to the Eaft river, and had there-
fore thrown up works and lines to defend themfelves.  [Sept.
15.] About eleven o’clock, gen. Iowe's troops landed, under
cover of the five fhips of war, ‘in two divilions, between Kep's-
faay and Turtle-bay, the Heflians in one piace and the Britifh in
another., As {oon as gen, Wuflungton hieard the firing of the

¢ Colone] Glover's letter.

-

r




4. D.1776] AMFRICAN REVOLUTION, 1s;

men of war, he rode with all difpatch toward the lines; but to
his great mortification, fourd the troops polted in them, retreat-
ing with the utmoft precipitation ; and thofe ordered to fupport
them, Parlons and Fellow’s brigades, flying in every direction,
and in the greateft confufion, i‘lis attempts to ftop them were
fruitlefls, though he drew his {fword and threatened t~ run them
through, cocked and fnapped his piftols. On_the .ppearance
of a fmall part of the enemy, not more than §xty or feventy,
their diforder was increafel and they ran off without firing
a fingle fhot, and left the general in a hazardous fituation, fo
that his attendants, to extricate him out of it, caught the bridle
of his horfe, and gave him a different direttion. Three large
fhips were ftationed in the North river, oppofite to thofe in the
Eaft river; both of them kept up a conftant cannonading with
grape fhot and langrage quite acrofs the ifland. The Heflians
upon their landing, feized and fecured in a neighbouring build-
ing as enemies, fome perfons who had been placed there to ferve
as guides, which for a while fubjetted them to a difficulty.—
When the Britifh were completely landed, they marched on to-
ward the Kingfbridge road. The American brigades, that had fled
upon the enemy’s approaching the lines, ftopped not till met by
col. Glover’sandthe five other brigades, whowere hafteningdown
to them. Upon the junttion, the whole ma rched forward and
took poft on'fome heights, when all at once, about 8oco of the
enemy as was thought, hove in fight on the next height and halt-
ed. Gen. Wafhington at firft confented to his troops marching
forward to give them battle; but on a fecond confideration,
counter-ordered, as he could not have any dependence on the
militia and the flying camp, which compofed half the number
then prefent. When the Americans were withdrawn, and no
profpett of aftion remained, the Britifh generals repaired to the
houfe of Mr. Robert Murray, a gentleman of the quaker per-
{uafion. The lady of the houfe being at home, cntertained them
moft civilly, with what ferved for, or was cakes and wine. They
were well pleafed with the entertainment and tarried there neartwo
hours or more ; gov. Tryon feafoning the repaft, at times, by
Joking Mrs. Murray about her American friends, for fhe was
known to be a ﬂcadx advocate for the liberties of the country,
Meanwhile, the Heffians and the Britifh, except a ftrong corps
which marched down the road to take pofleflion of the city, re.
mained upon their arms inaétive ; which gave gen. Putnam the
opportunity of efcaping with about 3500 men, including the
guards, who had been left to fhift for themfelves, when colonel
Glover had been ordered away from New-York. The general,
in order to efcape any troops that might be advancing upon the

direy
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dire€t road to the city, betook himfelf to that which lies alon
fide the North-river, and marched to the end, wheie i turns oa
fhort to the right, and leads on to another and nariower, thy
oes to Blooming-dale. By this lalt road, he avoided every
ﬁangerous approach to the enemy, and retreated with fatety. Bug
nothing could have been eafier than to have prevented his geiting
intoit. A good body of troops with two f :1d pieces, in abour 2o
minutes or lefs, ceuli have taken fuch a poficion as wonld have
neceflarily cut off Putnam’s rewreat.  Col. Grayfon has repeat.
.edly faid, fpeaking humoroufly, ¢ Mrs. Muriay faved the Ame.
rican army.” On the day that gen. Howe’s forces landed and
the following one, they made prifoners 354 privaics and 17 ofh.
cers*.  Many think the general was greatly mutaken in landing
on the ifland 1nftead of throwing his army around it above Kingf.
bridge,.and thereby hemming in the whole body ot the Americans
at otice.  Such a manceuvre they view as having been within the
‘compals of ealy prattice, confidering what a naval and military
apparatus he lad at lus fervice.

[Sept. 16.] On the Monday there was a tolerable {kirmiih be.
.tween twao battalions of light mfantry and highlanders, and three
companies of Heflian riflemen commanded by brigadier Leflic,
-and detachments from the American army under the command of
lieut. col. Knolton, of Connecticut, and major Leitch, of Virgi.
nia. The colonel received a mortal wound, and the major three
balls through his body, but 1s likely to do well. Their parties
behaved with great bravery, and being {upphed with freth troops,
beat the enemy fairly from the ficld. The lofs of the Americans
except in col. Knolton, 'a moft valuable and gallant officer, was
inconfiderable ; that of the enemy between 8o and 100 wouinded,
and 15 or 20 killed. 'This little advantage mfpirited the Ameri.
cans prodigioufly. They found 1t requived only refolution and

. .good officers to make an enemy, they ftood too much in d:ead
.of, give way+. The men will fight 17 led en by good ofiicers,
-and as certainly run away if commanded by {coundrels.  Sunday
-was an inftance of the laft, and the next day a confirmation of the
firft affertion.  On Sunday, the officers, inflead of heading and

-~ leading the men on to attagk the enemy when landing, were the
firlt to fcamper off.

. [Sept. 21.] A few days after the Britith hud polleffed them-
{elves of New-York, a moft terrible fire happened. A thouland
houfes, near anc fourth of the city, were lard in afbes.  Trinity
church, the public charity {chool, the rector’s houfe, and a Lutheran

* The board of war.
t General Wathington's letter to general Gates,

chapci
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chapel were among the buildings which were confumed. The
lofs fultained in houles, &c. by the corporation of Trinity charch,
is thought, upon a moderate computation, to be more th.qn
15,0001, fterling. The fire broke out at a dram fhop, clofe. in
with the waterfide, on Whtehall flip, about one o'clock in the
morning. The reports {pread of its breaking out in feveral pla-
ces at the fame time, were erroncous, Every thing was very
dry, and abritk foutherly wind blew. The flames fqon caught
the neighbouring houfes, {pread, raged with inconceivabie vio-
lence, and madc all the fubfequent havock. There were few
citizens in town ; and the fire engines and pumps were out of
order. Two regiments went immediately to the place, and ma.-
ny boats full of men were fent from the fleet : to thefe under Pro-
vidence it was owing, that the whole city was not reduced to athes.
A gentleman* who was at Bergen (oppofite the {pot where the
fire firft broke out) faw it {oon after 1t began, obferv J 1ts pro-
grefs, and is perfuaded that it was not purpolely kindled, but was
merely accidentalt, and the probable confequence of the failors
having been fuffered to go on fhore the day before to re%ale and
frolic.  The drynels of the materials, the brifk foutherly wind,
and the covering of the houfes, {hingles inftead of flate or tiles,
caﬁgz account for its {preading, without ealling in the aid of in-
cendiaries.

A brigadier writes concerning the animofity in the American
army above noticed—* It has already rifen to fuch % height, that
the Pennfylvania and New-England troops would as foon fight
each other as the enemy. Ofhcers of all ranks are indifcrimi-
nately treated in a moft contemptible manner, and whole co-
lonies traduced and vilified as cheats, Knaves, cowards, paltroons,
hypocrites, and every term of reproach, for no other reafon, but
becaufe they are fituated eaft of New-York. Every honer is paid
to the merit of good men from the fouth; the merit, if fuch be
poffible, from the north is not acknowledged ; but if too appa-
rent to be blafted with falthood, is caretully buried in oblivion.
The cowardice or mifbehaviour of the fouth is carefully covered
over, the lealt mifconduét in the gentlemen of the north is pub-
lithed with large comments and aggravations.”

Congrefs have at length adopied a new code for the govern-
fment of the army. It was become abfolutely neceffary.” ¢ No
laws can be too {evere for the government of men who live by
the fiword, and who have this only reply for their ravages—quaus
negat arma tenente £ This was the language of a gentleman,

* Mr. Griffiths of New-York,

t The fame was confirmed to me by ot entle Bile at New-
Yok, Auguft 1755, y other gentiemen, while at New
whofe
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whofe concern in the army gave him the beft opportunity of pro-
curing certain information ; and who faid further to a member
of congrels—** Abfolute tyranny is ellential to the government
of an army, and every man who carries arms, from the general
officer to the private {entinel, muft be content to be a temporary
{lave, if he would ferve his country as a foldier. Almoft every
villainy and rafcality that can difgrace the man, the foldier or the
citizen, 1s daily praétifed without meeting the punifhment they
merit. So many of our officers want honor, and fo many of our
foldiers want virtue, civil, focial, and military, that nothing but
the fevereft punifhments will keep both from prattices which
muft ruin us. The infamous and cruel ravages, which have been
made on the wretched diftrefled inhabitants of this unfortunate
ifland (New-York) by many of our foldiers, muft difgrace and
expofe our army to deteftation. I have heard fome tales of
woe, occafioned by the robberies of our army, which would ex-
tort fighs from the hearts of tygers. Our men are at prefent only
robbers ; that they will foon be murderers unlefs fome are hang.
ed, I have little doubt.” The difficulty which the army has been
under, from the want of almoft every neceflary, tents, camp.
kettles, blankets and clothes of every kind, may have contributed
toward the caufe of thefe complaints. Unlefs the men can get
{fupplied in a regular way, they will be inclined, notwithftanding
the moft pofitive general orders to the contrary, to help them-
felves, however irregularly ; and when once they begin to tref-
pafs from neceflity, they are tempted to proceed for convenience
or pleafure; , |

Sept. 24!.1] Nearly at the fame time, an officer high in rank
and much efteeméd, communicated his thoughts in thefe words:
~* W¢ are now upon the eve of another diffelution of the ar-

my. Unlels fome fpeedy and effeftual meafures are adopted by

congrefs, our caufe will be loft. The few who at upon princi-
Ples of difintereftednefs are, comparatively f{peaking, no more
than a drop in the ocean. As the war muft be carried on fyfte-
matically, you muft eftablifh your army upon a permanent toot-
ing, and give your oficers good pay, that they may be, and fup-
port the charatier of gentlemen, and not be driven, by a{canty
allowance, to the low and dirty arts, which many of them prac-

tife, to filch the public of mcre than the difference of pay would

amount to. The men muft be engaged by a good bounty for the
continuance of the war. To depend upon militia is affuredly
telting on a broken flaf.  They cannot brook fubordination. It
‘would be cheaper to keep fifty or a hundred thouland in conftant
pav, than depend upon halt the number, and fupply the other

halt occafionally by militia. If I was to declare upon oath, whcth}'tc{
the
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the militia have been moft ferviceable or hurtful, upon the whole,
I fhould fublcribe to the latter.  No man, who regards order, re-
gularity and ceconomy, or whq has: any regard for h.lis own honqr,
charaéler or peace of mind, will rifk them upon militia.” While
the American caufc is thus expofed, fome gentlemen obferve
with pleafure of the enemy, [Sept. 25.] that—* Though they
are brave and furnifhed with all matters, yet from fome caules
they difcover very little of the great or vaft in their defigns and
executions,” S o " .
~ It is not flrange, that there is a number of bad officers in the
continental fervice, when you confider that many were cholcn
by their own men, who elefted them, not from a regard :0 me-
1it or any love of difcipline, but from the knowledge thev h.d
of their being ready to allociate with them on the foot of equali-
ty. It wasthe cale in divers inftances, that, when a company
was forming, the men would choofe thofe for officers who con-
fented to throw their pay into a joint ftock with the privates, from
which, captains, lieutenants, enﬁgns‘, {ergeants, gorpora;ls, with
drummers and privates, drew equal fhares.  Can 1t then be won-
gercd at, however mortifying it may prove, that a captain (hould
be tried and broken for ftealing his foldiers blankets, or that ano-
ther officer fhould be found fhaving his men in the face of diflin-
guithed charatters! Time muft and will clear the army of thefe
defpicable commiflion-bearers. . , R

Too many of the ré¢gimental furgeons have made a praftice of
felling recommendations to furloughs and difchar;ées at a lels fumn
than a fhilling a man. Only one of the number fuppofed to me-
rit the fame diftin€tion, was drummed out of the army, for fuch
a [candalous condu@®. Had all who deferved it, met the like re-
wird, a good rcform would have been made: that oneis too
pitiful a Lly'ubje&, to have his name recorded. He charged each
man fix-pence fterling, and any one was welcome to a certificate
for that fum. Several of the regimental furgeons had no profeflion-
al abilities ; had never feen an operation of furgerv; were uii-
lettered and ignorant to a degree {carcely to be imagined. Others
were amazingly deficient in the article of profcilional apparatus.
From one general return of fifteen regiments, it appeared that
for fifteen {urgeons and as many mates, all the inftruments (which
were reported to be private property) amonnted only to fix fets
of amputating two of trepanning fifteen cafes of pocket
wftruments—{even'v-five crooked, and fix ftraight needies—four
incifion knives for dilating wounds or other purpofes—and three
pair of forceps for extracting bullors,
~ Since the evacuation of New-York, the fick have fuffered ve-
kK much'for want of nccellaries, and have been in a miferable

Vor, 11, R fitvatiort ;
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fituation ; but it appears to have becn owing greatly to un.
toward circumftances, hurry, confufion, and an actual want of
the requifites for affording relief. The fick have amounted to
many thoufands, including what have been at different places
and many hundreds, if not fome thoufands, have been {fwept off
by various difeafes. Much cenfure has been caft L;igon Dr. Mor.
gan, direCtor general of the hofpital, for the fuflerings which
the fick have endured, more than is due, as apprehended. The

army ought to have been early provided with medicines, inftrus’

ments, and bandages, by a continental druggift, or chofen com.
mittee, before the campaign began, inftead of having them to
procure afterward : and the miliia which came late to the field,
fhould have been been provided by the different ftates, before they
joined the army.

An unfuccelsful attempt was made on the Britith out-goﬁ on
Montrefor-1fland. A large party of Americans, in five flat-bot-
tomed boats, under the command of colonel Jackfon, went down
Haerlem river to attack it, a little after four in the morning. They
had two pieces of cannon with them : the poft was guarded by
about eighty men. The Brune frigate being at anchor ncar the
Hland, fired at the boats in the dark, and funi one of them. The
colonel landed, and a fkirmifh enfued ; but {everal of the offi-
cers and men behaved moft fcandaloufly ; inftead of fupporting\
him they puthed off, fo that he wes obliged to retreat. He was
him{eli wounded, and left two and twenty wounded behind. Ma-
jor Thomas Henley, brotlier to the deputy adjutant general, an
intrepid oflicer, was killed.

General Howe had at length ripen~d his plan for cutting off

gen., [aflangton’s communi-ation with the eaftern flates, and en-
clofing hum on all fides 1+ s rattnedles on the northend of New-
York Ifland ; which oi. ' to have been executed a month back,
by a bold and unexjefte removal of the troops from Long-Ifland
i the firft initance, to Rochelle or the neighbourhood.

The gieater part of the army, being embarked in flat boats
and other fmall craft, paffed through Hell-gate, a paffage terri-
bie in name, but no ways dangerous at the proper time of tide;
entered the Sound, {O¢et, 12.] and landed early in the morning
on [vu9’s- Neck, in Weflchefter county, belonging to New-York,
upon tin lide of Connetucut, Gcn.(’\’aﬂzington’s army, fit for
duty, prefent and on command at different pofits, militia includ-
ed, wus about 19,000. Othcers and men were in cxpeétation
of aétive fervice.  The former were out frequently in reconnoi-
tring parties ; the laiter were looking out for the arrival of Gen.
Lec, on his way to th: camp. The Americans had no intenti~
en of quitting their ground upon the ifland and the x:righ!;our}

hood:
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hood of Kingfbridge; but a number of regiments were fent {ore
ward to counteraét the operations of the enemy. When the roy-
al army was landed, the generals found they could not get upon
the continent, by reafon of the cauleway’s being broken down,
and of works being crefted to %ppofe them. Six days were fpent
here to little purpofe, while a dozen other places were open,
where the troops might have landed with {carce any or no oppo-
fition, or difficulty attending them, Qn the laft of thefe days
the fecond divifion of foreign mercenaries arrived at New-York,
The fleet confifted of feventy-two fail, having on board 4000
Heflians, 1000 Waldeckers, two companies of chafleurs or ri-
flemen, 200 Englifh recruits, and 2000 baggage horfes. The
horfe-tranfports were heavy failing Dutchmen. They left St.
Hclen's the 28th of June, were obliged to put into Plymouth the
7th of July, and failed from thencc the 19th.

[Oét. 14.] General Lee arrived in the American camp two
days after gen. Howe’s landing. The troops were mightily elat-
ed with his prefence, and felt themfelves ftronger by 1000 men
upon the accafion ; for they had great confidence 1n his abilities,
and expeéted much from him, becaufe of the {uccels which had
attended him at Charleftown, The general found that there was
a prevailing inclination among the chief oihicers for remaining
on the ifland. He ftrongly urged the abfolute neceflity of re-
moving toward Eaft and Weftchefter.  Gen. Wathington called
a council of war. [O€t. 16.] Lee alked what they meant by
entertaining a thought of holding their pofition, while the ene-
my had the command of the water on each fide of them, and
were fo ftrong both in their front and rear; and when there was
a bridge before them, over which they muft pafs to elcape being
wholly enclofed. He foon convinced them, how much they had
been miftaken. All agreed that the bulk at the army fhould quit
the ifland. He was al{o for withdrawing the garrifon from Fort
Wathington. Gen. Greene was otherwife minded, and argued,
that the pofleffing of that poft would divert a large body of the
enemy, and keep them from joining the troops under gencral
Howe. The latter had left earl Percy, with two brigfadcs of
Britith troops, and one of Hecflian, about 5000 men, 1n lines
near Hacrlem, to cover New-York from the inlults of the gar-
rifon.  Greene further urged the advantage it would be of in co-
vering, with Fort Lee, the tranfportation of provifion and other
articles up the North-river for the fervice of the American troops,
He ftated alfo that the garrifon could be broughit off at any time
by boats from the Jerfey fide of the river. It was concluded
that the poffeffion of Fort Wafhington, and the lines annexed
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1n i, fhould be continued ; and more than 2000 men were afs
figred 1o tuk favice, ' |
" Lseneral Howe, on the other hand, while at Frog's-Neck, re.
cei oA prov.ions, toses, and a reinforeenient;; [Qet. 1b. ) then
roiaiba hed teveral COTPS, imi.cd round Frog's-Neck, landed at
the menth ot Hutclhinfou's-tiver, and {ecured a patlage for the
ain budy ; which crelied at the fame place, advanced unmedis
ately, and lav that mipht wpon their arms with their right near
Rocheie.  On thar marchte this ground, they we: e annoyed
by a regiment or two o1 Attt ans, aud one o tﬂhe rifle battalie
ons, whom gen. Lee pofled boeliind a wall and fecreted tor that
purpole, Their advanced party was repulied twice; and the
Awmericans did not lcave the wall, tll the enemy advanced a third
time, 10 folid columms, when they gave them feveral fires, and
then reweated by gen. Lee’s order. “The Britith ae thought to
buve loft a confiderable number,  The Amertcans had a tew kil
led and «bowt ity wounded.  On the 21t iheright and cen.
e of the army moved two mles to the northward ot Rochelle,
on the voad to the fhute Plans. Licut, col. Rogers, with bis corps
of rangers, was detached to poliels Marrineek, where the carelefs.
nels of ks fentries expaled litm to & furprife, by which he fuf.
fered. [OF1, 22.) Gen, Howe was jomed by gea. Knyphaufen,
with the fccond “ivifion of Heflans, «nd the regiment of Wal.
deckers, |

General Wafthington, while moving the army from York If-
Jand into the country, was carcful to march and form thie troops,
{o as to muke a front toward the enemy, from Eaft-Chefter al-
moit to White.Plains, on the cuit {ide ot the highway, thereby to
fecure the march of thofe who were behind on their right, and
10 defend the rumoval of the fick, the cannon, ftores, &c. Thus
they made a line of fmull, detached, and intrenched camps, oc-
cupying. every height and firong ground, from Valentine's-hill,
about a mile from Kingtbtidge on the right, to near the White-
Piains on the left.  But the movement was attended with much
ditliculty, for want of waggons and artillery horfes.  The bag-
gage and artillay were carried or drawn off by hand,  When a
part was forwarded, the other was fetchied en. "This was the ge-
neral way of removing the camp equipage and other appendages
of the aymy. The tew teams which were at hand, were no ways
equal to the ferviee 3 and their deficiency could be made 1p only
by the bodily labor of the men, |

[Gtt. 25.] The royal army moves in two columns, and
takes a polinon with the &rurain front; upon which the Ame-
ncans guit their detachied canys, and leaving a corps near
Kinglbadue, allanble thew main force at Wihate: Plains, behind
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intrenchments thrown up by the advanced corps. Every thing
being prepared for bringing on an attion, gen. Howe marches
the troops early in the morning [Oét. 28.] in two columns to-
ward the White-Plains, the left being commanded by gen. Hei-
fler, All gen. Wafhington's advanced parties being drove back
to their works before noon, the army forms with the right upon
the road to Marrineck, about a mile diftant from the American
centre, and the left to the Brunx, ahout the fame diftance from
the right flank of their intrenchments. Gen. M‘Dougall, with
about 1600 men poflefles an advantageous hill feparated from the
right flank of the intrenchments by the Brunx, which by its
windings covers the general’s troops from the left of the royal
forces. Gen. Leflie, with the fecond brigade of Britifh troops,
the . leflian grenadiers under col. Donap, and a battalion of the
Heflian corps, are ordered to diflodge him. Previous tatheir attack,
col. Rall, commanding a brigade of the Heflians, on the left,
palles the Brunx, and gains a poil which enables him to annoy
the flank of M‘Dougall’s corps, wlile engaged with the other
forces in front. Four regiments of militia, upon the approach
of about 250 light horfe, run away, and leave the general with
600 men; who defend the hill far about an hour, againft the
whole fire of twelve pieces of artillery, and of the muéetry and
cavalry, with the lofs of forty-feven men ki'led and feventy
wounded*®. Tle gaining of this poit takes up fome confidera-
ble time, which is prolonged by the Americans fupporting a
broken and fcattered engugement in defence of the adjoining
walls and enclofures. In the evening, the Heflian grenadiers
are ordered forward within cannon fhot of the intrenchments,
the fecond brigade of the Britifh forrns in their rear, and the two
Heflian brigacﬁ:s in the left of the fecond. The right and centre
do not quit the ground on which they have formed. In this po.
{ition the whole royal army lie upon their arms during the night,
expetting ‘o attack the enemy’s camp the next'day. The next
day [Oct. 29.] they advance to a hill, on which col. Glover
commands, and where he has one brafs twenty-four, a fix, and
ataree pounder, and three iron twelve pounders. They form
a lire ay far s he can fee from right to left, and appear to be
about :2,c00, They approach in four columns, the cavalry
and aruliery in front, and continue doing it till withi