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774 B3 Office of introducing thee to the Enterrainment, which
ocn 5548 the following Difcourfes will aftord, the kr_iowledg which
& & 1 ought to have of my felf, is fufficient to convince me :

.y

== | Forit cannot be expected that 1 {hould give a due Chara- _ M-
: . . - N : - - Thar kf.ul ‘
&er of the Author, which hath been already drawn by a far more excel- Owen, 122
.- . . ’ * » T re.
lent Hand, and which for meto attempt, as it woiild not be}co_me]y‘, (O Fucero rbe
it is above my undertaking. It would asill fuit with my difability, who Z72

rpon the

am inconfiderable, and f{o lictle known, to offer my mean Judgment i e
needleflly to recommend any of his Writings to the World. All that.its fians. |
proper and agreeable for me to do, is to aflure thee, that thefe which I
have had the care of publifhing, arethe genuine iflue of his Thoughts ;
moft of them the mature Fruics of the later Yeéars of his Life ; and to
give fome fhort account of their Order and general Defign. |

I have here offer’d to public view, in a fecond Volume of his Works,
{everal Difcour{es upon great and important T'ruchs; that what were his
ownretir'd and profitable Meditations, may, by the Divine Blefling,
become a common Benefit. |

The firft which prefents it felf, is, 4 Expofition on the Revelation : A
Portion of Scripture fo abftrufe, that tho’ it hasexercifed the Thoughts
and Studies of many worthy Divines, may yet, in {fome refpe&s, be
called 4 Seal’d Book ; which will be more perfectly explain’d, when He
who alone is found worthy to open it, the Holy Lamb of God fhall
come to unfold all its difficule Paffages, in their glorious Accomplifh-
ment. Asthe Author liv’d and rejoic’d in this hope, he has here in this
his Comment, pointed to the Foundation, upon which he grounded i,
even a fure Word of Prophecy: But as he was fully afcdta‘iri’d, that God
would in his own time make good his Word, he was not over-curious in
dating the Day of his Performance : you will find him modef(t in this
Point, he himfelf deterriines nothing, but exprefles the Opinions of "o- -
thers rather than his own, tho’ he indeed illuftrates them with Reafons,
which might miake them look probable ; and tho they have provd to
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be miftaken in their Calculations, yet many things occur in drawing
them up, which are not altogethér unworthy of being remark’d. Their
Accountindeed is now f{uperannuated, yet it was proper enough for
‘the Author to mention ic at the time of his writing this Difcourfe, which
was in the Year 1619. ltieems tobetheDivine Prerogativeto know
the Times and the Seafons; and as he always chufeth the ficteft, he
referves to himfelf the exact knowledg of his own appointed Day.
 That which comes nextin order of thele Treatiles, is, 4 Difcourfe of
the Knowledg of God the Father, and bis Son Jefus Chrift ; which I have
plac’d the firft of thefe Theological Tracts,” (and of others that are to
tfollow, it Providence permits me an opportunicy of publifhing thera,
~which infift upon other the chiefeft Heads of Divine Knowledg ) be-
canfeitis the defign of the hirft Rudiments of Religion, to inftruct us
what due apprehenfrons we ought to have of the Deity. As our Sa-
viour tells us, That this is Life Eternal, to know God the Father, and Fefus
Chrift whom be bath fent ; {0 tis the firms Foundation, whereon the beauti-
tul and uniform Struéture of all other Truths is buile ; and fad experi-
‘ence in all Ages hath made us underftand, into what wild Imaginations,
as to the cther parts of our (hriftian Religion, thofe unhappy Men have
wandred, (asthe Arrigns in the Primitive Times, and the Socinians in our
own) whohave ftumbled, and {o madea falfe ftep in their entrance ac
this firft and principal Truth. The Author, who confider’d the irre-
- mediable miichiefs of theleaft Error in thefe firft Articles of Faith, and
{aw the pronenelsin Mento miftake, has made it his chief Defign, in all
the parts of this Dilcourfe; to dire¢t our Thoughts to due Conceptions
of the Divine Nature, of the Trinity, and the Perfon of Chriff. And as
his Aflertions herein are no other, thanaccording to thofe meafures the
Word of God has prefcribed, he has fetch’d his Proofs from the {ame
Magazine ; andthe evidence of his Arguments is the more convincing,
{ince it proceeds from that Light which he beats out, by comparing pla-
ces of Scripture together. If any fhould judg fome of his Notions to be
too fine, and condemn his Thoughts for taking too high a flight, and
leaping over the common bounds of Knowledg ; this may be pleaded
in defence, that he has atleaft aflerted nothing that contradits a received
Truch, or which by any Confequence may weaken the Foundations of
Religion. May, he aflerts nothing, but what Divine Authbrity in Scrip-
ture does countenance ; he provesall by plain T'exts,and by an ealy un-
forc’d Explication, without racking or torturing them to make them
{peak hisownmind. He is the vender of no new Opinions, {ince what
he delivers, he clearly evinces to be thefenfe'of the Eternal Oracles of
Truth ; nor is he too beldly curious, {ince he is not wife beyond what
is written ; and the inquifitivenels of bis Mind fhould not be prejudged,
when his Enquiries have proceeded according to the conduét of an In-
fallible Guide ; and if they have gone further than others, itisonly be-
caufe, having {een the glymple of a Tructh, he could not leave i, till
he had purfued it down threugh the moft intimate recefles of Scripture.
Itis certainly allowableto dig deeper in thofeMines which are inexhaufti-
ble,and where thole,who come afrer the diligence of others;may ftil find

- new and far richer Trealures. Our Spiritual Knowledg furely is capa-
] ~ ble
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ble of increafe, and further d"egre_es may be yet added toit ; for even
2fter thofe glorious Times, wherein God has promifed to blels his Peo-
ple with larger eftufions of hl'S Spirit, who J_fh‘all lead them into all Truth,
they yet will then-know but in pare; andindeed all the f{ucceffive Ages
of theWorld put together, afford too fhort a time for us perfeGly to
{carch into the deep Things of God, fince Eternity 1c felf will give
us but {pace enoiighto know.and admire chem, =
The Difcourfe which follows, is, Of the Creatures, and the condition of
their State-by Creation ; which Thave plac’d before that of Eleftion : Becaufe
tho’ indeed the Electing Decree eternally preceded the framing of this
World;-yet God made his choice out of the Creatures which he deter-
nmin’d to make, and-confidered them in the State wherein they were
plac’d by Creation. - “Andthe Author, when he evinces the neceflity of
an Eleé¥ion-Grace; to {ave certainly and infallibly any of either An-
gels ot Men, draws his moft cogent Proot fron} the mutability of che
Creature, which ablolutely requir'd a fupernatural Grace to fecure its -
efltablifhment ... and "he therein refers the Reader to this Difcoutrfe,
wherein he provés that the Creature, as fuch, was changeable and un-
certaifl i the bef=Circumitances of its Condition, and had a very un-
fix’d Seation when it ftood, and flourifh’d in all the Glory of its Inno-
cence. Itis therefore requifite for the intelligent Reader, if he would
underftand the Foree of the Argument,to perule whatis difcours’d in this
Treatife concerning the weak and unftable condition of the Creatures,
which reiidets the Grace of Election indifpeni{ably neceflary unto their
Salvation. And as the Author had it in his Eye and Heart, not only to
pfoife’ the abfolute need we have of this Grace, but alfo to celebrate.
unto the height, its Glory and Praile; In profecution of this Defign,
he compates all the Advantages which A4dam, as an Innocent Creature
by Nature poflefied, with all thole fignal Mercies which belong to thac
condition, whereunito Grace advances the Elect fince the Fall, and en-
déavours to cottvifice us, how vaftly thole Bleflings we receive from
Chrift, the Second Adam, excel all the Benefits which the Creator’s
Bourity beftowed upon the firft: How Grace inftates us in 2 higher
Happinefs than we fhould haveenjoy’d ; 'Tho” we had livid with our
fitfk Father in  Innocence : How Grace makes us Gainersby the lofs of
all Paradifes Pleafures ; tho” we are apt to envy and regret that we have
loft them: And how the State of the meanelt Soul that belongs to
Chtift, who is blefled with all Spiricual Bleflings in Heavenly Places in
him, is infiftitely pieferable to Adam’s Primitive Condition, with all
its Enjoymients,  "Fhius in this Difcourfe he prepares the Mind of the
Reader to admire i1d adoré the Riches of that Grace, which further to
evince and illuftrate, is the whole Defign ot that which follows in the
- laft place of this Volume. y
The 1aft Difcourfe then is Of Elettion, which to fo many is a hard
Saying, 4 Stumibling-block, and a Stone of Offence. He difcourfes
this high Triich with fuch a wary Exadtnefs, that its greateft oppofers
will not ind any thing in what hé afterts, whereon to faften thole in.
viduous Refletions, thofe harfh and horrid Confequences wich which
they ufe to deform this Doétrine, to make it look affrighting, He is
| Very
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very tender in the point of Reprobation, "and exprefles himfelt no
otherwile concerning ic, than the Scriptures themielves do, wiz. That
there are fome of Mankind whom God has lett out of the compals of his
Gracious Decrees, as indeed he was not oblig’d to fhare equal Favourto

Roznite7- 211, “That thefe are the reft, or remainder, wWhen God  has chofen out

the others. . T hat thele he:refligns to the condu&of their Free-Will,
and leaves them to go on in their ownways,- and to reap atr laft chebitter

2. 14, Fruitsof cheir Evil A&ions.  After he has prov’d the neceffity of {uch

i6.

a (3race, asis deriv’d from the Decree of Eletion, . to aflure the Sal-
vatonof both Angelsand Men; and that all whom God hath refcued
from themilery and ruin of the Fall, were really {aved by this Grace;
He proceeds to illuftrate the infinite greatnefs of it by -many Confidera-
tions, as, Thatitappoints, and certainly brings us to a higher GGlory
and Bleflednefs, than was the defign of Creation to confer on the Crea-
tures, tho they had continued in Innocence ; and thatit commends its
{elf by a dilcriminating Love, which makes a difference between the
Ele&t, and the other of Mankind. He then: difcourles how infallibly
God’s Decrees of Eleltion obrain their defign’d iflue, and proves larg-

1y how an efte¢tual invincible Grace does certainly - accomplifh what

the Decree and Couniel of  God’s Will had determin’d. Thefe were
the Truths which exercifed the Thoughts and Hedrc of the Author, the
Element in which he lived, the Airin which his Soul breath’d, and by
which a Spiritual Lite was conftantly maintain’d in ic: And as he ex-
perienced, thatthey afforded him comfort and {upport againft all his
Temprations and Trials, he committed them to writing ; that others

might receive from them the {ame {olace and refrefhing help as he

did. *
Ic renders his lofs the more fupportable, that he has left behind
him now that he is retired out of {ight, -what may perpetuate a grateful
remembrance of him among Men: .That tho” God hath withdrawn
him to Heaven, he may yet beuleful to his Church here on Earth : That
his Service is not-ended with his Life, nor buried with him in the Duft .
and tho” he refts from all bis Labours, yet the Fruits of them may follow bim,
even after be is gonehencete receive their Reward. He lives again in
this Off-{pring of his better part, hisMind ; and being dead be yet [peaks in
them the fame Truths, which when living, were the moft delightful
entertainment of his Thoughts.

But I forget that I aflume too much te my felf, in delivering my‘own
thus freely, in things which are indeed {o much above me ; And1know
not how a zealous aftetion for the memory of a Father’s Name, whom
I cannot but love and honourin the Grave, hath carried me beyond the
bounds of that relervednels and modefty, which would perhaps have
far better become |

TrHo, GoopDp WIN.
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Chap. ;.

L
CHAP. V.

That the Second Perfon of the Tvinity affumed Hu-
mane N atuve into ‘Perfonal Union with Himfelf,
"~ and [o 3 God-Ndan inone Perfon for ever.

" Come to the great Myltery of our Religion, which {o loud a Voice pro-
B laims to be fuch, by the Apoftle, 1 1z 3.16. And without controver(y;
3 great 75 he Ayftery of Godlinefs, God was manifest in the Flefh. God had
o anifefted himfelf in the Old Teftament 1n his Works 5 as in Row. 1. 19.
That which may be known of God, is weanifeft in thewr : And wverf 20. For the Invi-
ible Things of bine fronz the Creation of the World are clearly feéen, being underflood
by the Things that are made,even his Eternal Power and Godhead. But God manifeft
.1+ the flefh, is an higher kind of Manifeftation, for there he is prefent: We
may fay of 1t, Here God 15, a vifible God in his Perfon. In the Old Tefta-
ment this was prophefied of, among other famous Oracles foregoing, Ifa. 7. 14.
A Virgin [ball concerve, and bear a Son, and (hall call bhis Nawme Imwranuel 5 that
is, God with #s. And again, Chap. 9. 6. For unto us a Child is born, unto us a
Son is given, which notes his Being God, the Son s who had been begotten
long betore by God the Father, and now given, u#nto us a Child is born, and
born of < Virgiz, there is his Humane Nature 5 Awd his Name [hall be called
WONDERFOL ; for his Perfon is a wonderful Perfon: 1he Mighty God, the
Everlafting Father, the “Prince of Peace, compounded of God and Man in one
Perfon 3 which fet all the World agaft at the knowledg of it. He did wownder-
onfly 5 that is, he fhewed himfelf to be God, for he alcended mnto Heaven in a
Flame, and therein fhewed himfelf more than a Man or Angel. As his Perfon
was Wonderful, fo his A&ions; Wonderful in his Perfon, as God united to
Man :; and wonderful as Man, in his making immediately by the Holy Ghoft 5
fuch a Man as never was. Says Dawvid, of his own Body, Pfal.139. 14.—Thos
elleft all ny Memsbers 5 1 ame fearfully and wonderfully nade——Curionfly wrought ir
the lowest parts of the Earth : The Phrafes do {peak fome curious piece of Work-
manfhip to be undertaken in hand, by fome fpecial Artift: And to hide his
Workmanfhip from the Vulgar, ( which argues the noblenefs of it ) he goes
into a dark Place, and there he works it unbeheld of any, and then he brings
it forth to open view. It was an Inftance Doctor "Preflor ufed to give, That 1n
the Geperation of a Child, between Father and Mother, the Father knows not
what is 2 doing, nor the Mother knows not what is doing 5 but God ftands by,
like a fecret Limner, and altuates the formation of every Member, according
to the Idea thereof written in his Book. But in the Formation of Chrift’s Bo-
dy and Soul, the Holy Ghoft difcovered his Workmanfhip in the dark place of
the Virgin’s Womb, called, the lower parts of the Earth. And to ftop the lowings
of Sin and Corruption, which by the Parents is done, himfelf performed the
part of the Formative Virtue which 1s in the Seed of Men : whence it was, that
the Divine Nature, whén he came into the World, {aid, .4 Body baf? thon prepa-
red, me 5 the word in the Original is, Kartartizein, that is, articulated, made
and fet in their due Place and Order.

I {hall only add one place further, to fet forth the wonder of the Myftery 5 _, p,. 1ack.
Jer.31. 223, The Lord batbh created a New Thing in the Earth, a Wowzan (ball cope- fonhash learn-
paf§ a Man. 1t 1s a Prophecy of the Conceptioii of Chrilt at Nazareth, one of }‘;ffyf::;‘;ﬁ 1
the Cities of alilee, the place where the Angel brought news firft to the Vir- cald, Bethle-
gin, and where fhe conceived him : Of which, if I have time, more afterwards. l;?‘;fh’”' Na-
Lhis was a New Thing indeed, a New Thing created in the World 5 the like o
unto which, as alfo the crucifying of his Son; he never did afore; nor never

' M * - will




32 Of the Knowledg of God the Fatber,

NP will do again.  And the Blefled Virgin hath a touch upon it, Lhe Lord bath doye
DM GREAT THINGS for me, and Holyis bis WNawze. The word 1 the Original
. is meyeAdix, and is the fame word the Apoftles ufed in A 2. 11. The wonderfyl
Works of God. -

And thus Heaven and Earth met and kiffed one another, namely, God and
Man. And this Upnion is the middle Union, (as I call it ) asin refpect to the
rwo other, the Union of the Three Perfons in one Godhead, and our Unioy
with God 3 fo in refpecét to the thing 1t {elf : For his Perfon being a middle Pe.
{on between the two Perfons, the Father and the Holy Ghoft : He, the Son, a5
2 middle Perfon, by his Union with the Eflence of God, takes hold of God on
the one part 5 and furcher, by his Union with the Nature of Man, takes hold
of Man on the other part, and {o takes hold of both at once 5 all which was
{uitable to his Otfice, as being Mediator, which the Apoftle fays, is of #wo tha
are at enwzity - and this you have 1 Tim. 2. 5. Forthereis one God, and one M-
Jiator between God and Man, the Man Chrift Fefws.

And as the Perfon was thus wonderful,God - #zanifefted in the £'lefh 5 10 the Signs
and Wonders that accompanied and followed his Perfon, after his being gone
to Heaven, and the coming of the Holy Ghoft, as Pax/an Eye-witnefs tefi-
fies, Heb. 2. 4. God alfo bearing thens witnefs, both with Signs and Wonders, and
with divers Miracles and Gifts of the Holy Ghoft, according to bis own Will : As al-
(o the Apoftle Peter, 1 Pet. 1. 11.—The Spirit of Chrift teftified before-hand the
Srfcrings of Chrift, and the Glory that [howld follow. The Times the Apoliles
lived in, were a glorious Seafon. The Apoftle “Pawu! hath in brief fummed up
the Chara&ers of them, and annexed them to his [ God manifefted in tioe Llefl]
as the wonderful Effecs thereof 5 as they follow in 1 T7. 3. 16. where 1t fol-
lows, Fuftified in the Spirit, by reafon of the frailty and meannefs of his Flefh
wherein “he appeared 5 He was fét at nonght by Herod and bis Mer of Wa,
Luke 23. 11. Mocked and {courged by Pilate and the Jews, and tor his pre-
tenfion to be the Son of God, caft out of the World under the publick 1infamy
of being the greateft Impoftor, the moft deteftable Villain and Decelver that
ever was in the World 5 The Rulers not {paring him, "when he hung miferably
upon the Crofs. He was efteemed of God, %ﬁz. 53. when he was crucified.
overwhelmed with all thefe Prejudices. “But prefently, as he comes to Heaven,
his Father owned him, fet him at his right Hand, and made his Enemies his Foot-
ftool ; and he was juftified from that great Reproach caft upon bim, for making
himelf God. In refpe unto thefe things, it isfaid, He was juftified in the Spi-
rit = that is, in his Godhead, being owned as God. Was not this a Wonder, a
mighty Wonder ! [ Seen of Angels’). And by their feeing him to be the Son,
( which nore of them were ) as foon as he comes to Heaven, they all fall
down and worfhip him : When he bringeth bis firft begotten into the Worla, be
faith, Let ali the Angels of God worfhip him, when he came firlt to Heaven: (And
the bad Angels, they believed and trembled, thiough Men did not s and they
befought him, not to torment them before the time, the Day of Judgment.) It
follows, [ Preached unto the Gentiles, and believed o in the World ]. 'The Gen-
tiles that had continued Idolaters two thoufand Years, worfhipping Devils, by
whom they were led 5 and the Apoftles but by preaching the Gofpel, ( which
was but whifpered, and yet runs through all'the World 5 1t ran like Wild-fire
upon dried Trees ) 5 They jurned the VWorld zfp-ﬁde down, Ak 17.6. [Takm
up into Glory ] and owned there in the higheft manner by God.. Whereas,
Fobn 16. 10. the contrary Speech there ufed infinuates, that he died, as calt
out by God for the moft uanrighteous Perfon that ever lived in the World:
Chrift foretells, that by the Spirit’s coming with the Word, he fhould convence
the World, that he was a Righteous Man, and had fatisfied for Sin 3 Of Righ-
teoufnefs, becaufe I go to my Fatner, and ye f[ee me #no more. And what is the
Reafon of all this? But becaufe this Man being taken up into Glory, there 18
no Eye of Men or Angels that fhall fee him in this Glory, but mult fall down
and acknowledg, That Man thereis God, the Son of God 5 and {o Fobr tells
us Rim@lf: And the other Apeftles that aw a glymps of his Glory, do confefs,
We faw kis Glory, as of the only begotten Son of God, John 1. 14. And if t-}_le
Clothes he wore, which were but the outward Appendixes of his Perfon, hdldt

ye
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: ‘ne {0 bright, as no Fuller on Farth could white them : How much motre " 1
?fst [flhl;;ane Nz%ture it felf, in which the fulnefs of the Godhead perfonally Chap. >
dwells, fhall tranfcendently fhine much more, as being a part of _him[élf; as he
.« able to make us to’ dos Phkil. 3. 21. Who [hall ‘change our vile Body, that it

uflioned like unto nis glorious Body 5 much more {hall he change Soul

Ay be f

.nd Body into the Image of himfelf.

put I fhall comprize, all that I intend to difcourfe of this Subject, in this one
Affertion. _

That this Perfon, the Eternal Son of (_'J‘od, who was, and 1s God, took unto
himfclf, into an unity of Perfon with himfelf, the Man Jefus 5 or that #4e Per-

for of brift is God and Man, joined into one Perfon.
To demonftrate the Affertion 5 the Punifurwe of which lies in this, That in

our Chrift, God and Man are become one Perfon.

. What is faid of his Conception, or Incarnation, mn that fore-cited place,
Luhe 1. 39. Lhat Holy Thing that fhall be born of thee, fhall be called the Son of

God 5 which is explained by that in Gal. 4. 4. God fent forth bis Son, (his Son
that was fent, and God, exifted atore ) 5 and ‘twas He, the Son, that fo exifted

that 1s, the Perfon 3 and he now {faid to be  made of a Womian, the Virgin.
Obferve, ‘tis {poken of, and attributed to, thisSon, that he was now wade of
IWonzan, mrade Man 5 who was begotten of God atore, and now fent into, yea
made, Flefh: And that this Son, and that Man made of a Woman, are yet but
one Son ftill, not two Sons: And therefore alfo one Perfon 5 for if they had
been two Perfons, they had been two Sonss the Son of God the ‘one, and
that Holy Thing born of the Woman, -another : Whereas being now joined
unto one Perfon, there is but one Son to God, as he 1s there denominated.

». Evidence : Go we from his Conception, to the conitant courfe and te-
nour of his Speech about himf{elf 5 That this Man ( when grown up ) fhould
continually talk of himfelf, and attribute fuch Things to himfelf, that were
proper, and belonged only to that Perfon, #he Word, the only begotten Son of
God ; as we have proved, and defcribed him, exifted before the World 5 that
was the Son of God in Heaven, and very God 3 That this Man, this {orry
Man to fee to, fhould ralk at that rate as hedoth, and ftill fay [ 1] not [ We},
whilt he {0 fpeaks of himfelf 5 all the Wits in the World cannot {alve this Rid-
dle, (if the feveral Speeches be colletted, and narrowly obferved, in the Gofpel
of Jobn, and "elfewhere ) but by this, which I ufe to fay falves all, He was
tzken into one Perfon with him that was the Son of God.

For Inftance, befides many otherss John 5. 17. My Father bitherto worieth,
md I work : Which the Fews underftood, that he made himfelf equal with God,
vrf 18, But how a Man fhould be God, this they underftood not. And he
ooes on to juftify it, and aflume it ; extending that Speech of his ( namely, that
My Father worketh bithe#to, and I work ) unto all things paft, as well as prefent,
or to come : even unto all that ever God did, verll 19. What things foever the
Fatber doth, thefe alfo doth the Son likewife : 1f he created the World, fodid [ : If
he hath governed all the Affairs of it, fo have I 3 My Hands have wielded the
‘Scepter with him: And God did never any thing without my Advice, and
Counfel : Shewing me whatever he doth, werf 20. Thus for time paft. And {0
for time to come 3 As#he Father raifeth up the dead, and quickueth thene 5 [o the Son
quickneth whone be will, verf. 21. God’s Will and Intention being, that all Men
ihall one Day bonour the Son, as they bonounr the Fatber, verf.23. And yet he
thattall’d all this, wasa Man 3 that came 1nto the World (asa Man) but thir-
ty Years afore : Yea, and he profefieth of himielf, Chap. 8. 57, 58. "That he was
atore Abrabawnz 4 “Before Abraham was, Iaw: that 1s, my Perfon. And yet
they judg’d him not above Fifty. All whichl alledg not as formerly, to prove

that Chrift was God, orSon of God : But now, That the Man Fefws, (whoitis
that uttered all this ;) that he was one Perfon with that Son of God, who 1s Ged.

For when he (peaks it, he f{till maketh but one [ I5;7] of the Son of God, and

himf{tlf. . And {peaks the farie things that are proper and peculiar to that Son of
M ¥ | God,
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them in his own Name, without any Limitation, or Caution, for being miftakep,
He, this Man, doth thereby diftinguith himielf from all his Fellow-Creature
Thefe things were {0 {tupendoully {trange, that they made the carnal Few wilg
and mad, and in a rage, and to cry out upon him, that he blfpremed 5 and cvep
and anon to take up Stones to {tone him withal : and although they had believcq
that he was the o¥effzah, whom they expected 5 yet {fuch things as thefe they ge.
ver could have imagined fhould have agreed to the Perfon of Chrift; whop
they expeted : They judgd he took upon him infinitely, beyond the Elevation,
and Proportion of the Meffiah himfelf. And therefore, Fobr 10. 24. They
having only at fir{t ask’'d him {omewhat ferioufly, TeZ ws plainly if thow be te
Chrift: And be as plainly tells them {o, that he was : yet frames his An{werup
in (uch defcription of himfelf, as the Chrift, that he was one with God ; a
that thereupon, the next Word he hears from titetmn, 1s, Lbor blafpherncf
verf. 33. '

Yej]f and in the 65 Chapter, thofe that were his Difciples 5 .that 1s, fuch a
were a coming on to believe on him, were for {uch {trange Riddles as thefe, ut-
terly putof: as Fobz 6. 61. And yet there, or unto them, fuch was his Zeal, to
aflert this his Perfonal Union between the Son of God.,and that Man Jefus, whofz
Mouth was the utterer of it 5 that he {peaks yet more {trangely, Doth this offind

o1 € FWhat if you fee the Son of Man afcend where be was before ¢ And there isno

other Foundation, or Ground for fuch a Speech as that 5 no other relpect could
bear it,” but this his Perfonal Union, as the reafonof'it 5 Why we keor his Mother,
ard " Brethren, {ay they : And where then could this Man be before ? Nay, to
éncreafe the Wonder yet more, he had faid to Nicodemus, John 3.13. Aud o
Man bath afiended up to Heaven, but he that came down frome Heaven, even the Son
of Man wkich #s in Heaven : that 1s, who is now in Heaven at this prefent. When
as yet they faw him asa Man, circumicribed with local Bounds on Earth, even as
any other Man is, -within the Verge of a poor {feamlefs- Coat.  And thefe thing
Le fo {peaks of him{elf, 1n diftinction from the whole Creation of God, as proper,
and peculiar to him 5 laying them therein in a rank infinitely below himfelf : yea
alfo as one equal to God his Father 5 and,as{uch, diftin¢t from him 5 and yet 152
Son of Man that utters it.  Although confider him as meer Man, it could not be
he fhould have {o {fpoken 3 the Things faid, will not bear fuch Words. Andit
1s among other Demonftrations of this Truth, and alfo was one of the main Ends
of God’s ordaining this Perfonal Union, to declares to the End,that Men might
bear with their Ears, and fee with their Eyes, ( as Fobn, ) the Original diftintion
of the Father, and his Son, as diftinct Perfons in the Deity : which was that
which was, and had been, among the Perfons from Eternity, afore Chrift took
our Nature, in thatit was confidently held forth by a Man, who being become
one Per{fon with the Son, could, and durft fay, and appeal to his Works, to ju-
{tify 1t 5 which were fo {ftupendoufly miraculous, that his Father (afore whom,
and to his Face he fpeaks it all ) muft be acknowledged tohave concurred with
him in3 and {o thereby teftified that he {pake Truth in th¥% : whilft yet this Man
utters it in the Name of a Perfon that wasnot meer Man, but alfo God, Son of
God. For this Man doth before, and after, upon this Do&rine of his, work his
Miracles 3 {fuch, as no meer Man ever did : and God fuffered him {o to talk, did
bear it, and let bim go on, and aflift him therein, or elfe he could not have
done them. As John 10.37, 38. If I do not the Works of my Fatker, belicve e
sot 5 But if Ido, though ye believe not me, believe the Works 5 that ye may know, and
believe that the Father is in me, awd I imbim. And when he had done all thefe
things, to afcend up to Heaven, and fit down at God’s right Hand 5 this, I fay;
1s at once a Confirmation of thefe two, the greateft Truths :

1. The diftinétion of the Perfons of the Father, and the Son, though one
God. As alfo, )

2. That this forry Man that {peaks it, was one in Perfon with the Son of God:
And if there had been no other End of this Incarnation of Perfonal Union, than

to declare and manifeft the firft of thefe,it had been worth it; which by {o great

an Evidence could never have been manifefted.

And
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And then, if this Man were notone 1n Perfon with the Son of God, who was af?-/ 2
God 5 let usall call him in Queftiorr, and arraign him at the latter day, inftead of m
his arraigning us 5 for laying low to himielf all the Saints, and the whole Creati-
onof God 5 when as himfelt'as Man was but a part ofit : yea for ufurping upon
the Prerogatives of God himfelf, and let his own Words judg bim. [ f{ay, let us
cry. out upon him as a Deceiver, if this Man had not that Divine Perfon, God’s
Son 1n him, and therewith a Divine INature, befides that of a bare Man, which
Divinity lay hid and concealed in him, asa Prince under a difguife 5 ‘And that
Perfon, and Divinity {o united to him, as to make one Perfon with him, this
Man that {pake thus.

Thirdly, We find thefe two Natures of God, and Man, {poken of in him, as
making up one [ /7] orone [ Hes;] when him{€lf fpeaks of himfelf, or his Apo-

les of him.

! [ begin with oHatthew 16. where he catechifeth his Difciples in this Furida-
mental of Religion 5 for wer/. 17, 13. he profefleth to found his Church upon
the Profeflion of it. 1. The Queftion ask'd, is evidently what his Per{on was,
and of what made up? This, his fecond Queftion, ver/ 15. Whonz do ye fay that f
am 2 doth direCity point to, for their punctual Anfwer: What, or whois w2y Per-
fon 2 And, 2. concermng that, you may obferve, that he bourids it-not, he ter-
minates it not, upon his beinga Man : Themain Queftion is not, whether he was
a Man or no ? orthe Chrift,the Son of Man? as ifthat were all : But my Quefti-
on reacheth farther, Whom do ye fay thatI, who am the Son of Man, 4w ¢
over and beyond my being a Son of Man, I am {omething befides. And yet, Son
of Man imported the Meffiab : as Carzeron upon Joh. 5. 27. ./iff?d hath givern bins
Authority to execute fudgment alfo, becaunfé be is the Son of Marn. Out of Dan. 7.13.
1 beiseld one like the Sor of Man. Which is the Pariphrafis of the Chrift.

3. "Peter, in his Anfwer for themall, affirms not barely that he,the Son of Man,
was the Chrift-s which was but a Name of Office: (As if you fhould fay ofa
Man, he 1s the King, orhe is the Chancellour 5 noting out an Official Perfon,
or to denominate his Officeonly.) But he further adds, Thor art the Son of the
Living God. |

4. Obferve, that he in his Anfwer joins thefe two together, to make up the
[1,] the Perfon of this Chrift, The Soz of Man,and the Sor of the Living God : and
as {ubltantially the Son of the Living God, as he was fubftantially the Son of
Man. Yea, and manifeftly fhewing that the mainof his Perfon, (for the Sub-
fiftence or Perfonality of it,) to confift in this, his being the Son of the Living
God, more than in his being the Son of Man. The like you have joined in
+ Chrift’s Queftion to the Pharifees 5 What think_ yow of the Chrift 2 David's Son,
lay they 5 David’s Lord, {fays he: and both making up one Me[fiah, or the
Chrift. So then, the Perfon of Chrift was Svs of Man, and Sonof God, Mat.16.
And Sor: of David, arid Son of one greater than Du.vid : for which he calls him
Lord, and both in one Perfon, «#at. 22. Let us now bring other Scriptures to
thefe. 1. You have the fame prophefied of him, at his Conception, . by the An-
gel, Luk. 1. The Somz of David his Father, verf. 32. The Son of God, verf. 33,
And both the fame He. Let us ftill purfue this Notion, through the Scriptures,
and from hence, go unto Rom. 1. 2, 3, 4. Paul ¢ Servant of Fefus Corift, called
lobe an Apoftle, [eparated unto the Gofpel of God, (Which ke had promifid afore by bis
Prophets, in the Holy Scriptures ) Concerning bis Son Fefus C brift our Lord, who was
sade of the Seed of David, accerding to the Fleflh : And declared to be the Son of God
with Power, according to the Spirit of Holinefs, by the Refurreltion from the dead,
In which Words you have,

I. As in the former, the Perfon of Chrift: that is, who, and what he
was i his Perfon, made the eminent, and primary Subje&t of the Go-
{pel: The Gofpei, ( {ays he ) concerning bis Sox Fefws Chrift. And that fec
forth as the Prophets in the Holy Scriptures, or Writings of the Old Teftament
~ had ﬁ.t him forth to us : fo as we fhall have occafion from hence to call in the
Tﬁ&quony of {ome Prophets, unto the confirmation of this alo. I fay, the
Perfon of Chrift is the primary fubject ofit: for the next following Words, in:

Bt on the Defcription thereof.  And {o whereas “PPail was to fet forth in his en-
. fuing
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Boox Il God hath ordained for Sinners, verf. 16, 17. 1 awznot afhamed of the Gofpel of
melﬂ”ifﬂ, for therein is revealed the Righteonfnefs of God, frov: Faith 1o baith o As it

See Beza,

Aéts 17.
Heb. 12.

written, 1le 311:‘[11—' [hall lize by Faith. 1t was {fuitable for him in this {0 methodica]
and fy{tematical an Epiftle 5 in the firft-place to fet out who, and what the Pa-.
fon of Chrift 1s.  Which, g

2. He performs in the next Words, and that under the fame Terms, or equi-
valent, as in the two former Chrit himfelf had done. 1. To be the Son cof
Duavid, made of the Seed of Duawvid, verf. 3. And, 2. To be the Soz of God,
verf, 3. [ His So»] in the fame Verfe. And fo in werfl 4. both making up thi;
one Perfon, Fefws Chrift our Lord. |

Yea, and 3. He further, and more clearly proceeds to fhew, how there were
sweo diftiné Natures met in that one Perfon 5 the Nature of a Man, according
anto which he was the Son of Duwid ¢ the Nature of God, or the God-head,
according unto which, or in refpeé of which, he was the Son of God: Irk
was made of the Seed of David, according to tke Flefh, verl. 3. And declared to |
Calfo ) the Son of God with Power, according to the Spirit of Holinefs., And as
the Oppofition proves this, {o it is very obfervable, how cxactly the Apofile
fpeaks in fo great a Myftery. 1. The Oppofiton clears 1t 3 for wertiovipx
According to the Flefh, is oppofed to xame mvevpa, according io the Spirit of Holincs
Now when he fays, He was of the Seed of David, according to toe Flefh s he (asall
acknowledg) mecans that according to, or in refpett of his Human Nature,
termed the Flefh, or asMan: So here, was made of the Seed of Dazid, oppo.
fitely, according to his God-head, termed the Spirit of Holinefs 5 as he was m
refpect thereof, the natural Son of God : {o he was manifefted with Power {oto
be, by the Refurrefion from the Dead. Now that Sp7rir, asin Chrilt, 1 taken
for the God-head, or Divine Nature dwelling in hims is evident by multitude
of Scriptures : The Flefb profits nothing, ihe Spirit quickneth : And by #ue Eternid
Spirit ke offered up himfelf, Heb. 7. And this God-head in him, 1scalled the Spi-
rit of Holinef¢5 by way of the ordinary Title given the third Perfon, who i
called the Holy Spirit: This here, the Spirit of Holinefs it felf, which fandtiticd
that Human Nature, as the Altar and Temple did the Sacriizce.

Again, Obferve the Apofile’s exaltnefs of Speech 5 as Son of David he 1s faid
to have been made, for begotten of Man he was not, yet made of a Woman,
Duavid’s Daughter, of the {fame Matter that all Men are formed of : But as Son of
God, h¥ fays not of him that he was made; but he here fuppofeth him already,
before he was made Man, to have been the Son of Ged, werf. 3. And therefore,
fays only he was declared; namely to us, or manifeftly evidenced to have been
the Son of God, according to a Divine Nature in him, in which he exifted be-
fore. And for proof of it, he holds forth the greateft Evidence, the Power
fhewn by him, in his Refurrection from the Dead : In that Chrift did afore
hzugd profefs, and declare that he would raife himfelf up, by his own Power
Foh. 10. 18. |

The fourth thing I obferve, is; That thefe two Natures remain in themfelves
diftin& in him, and yet both make up one Perfon. 1. Two Natures diftind.
The Apoftle doth profefiedly diftinguifh, as any Schoolman ufeth to doy Aecord-
ing to the Flefh, fays he, and according to the Spirit = Yea, he denies concerning
him,that he 1s Son of God according to the Fleth 5 according to which Nature he
1s confidered only as the Son of David : but Son of God only in- refpe&t of his
Divine Nature. And, 2. He fpeaksof him as one Perfon, that hath both thefe,
and confifted of both ; or elfe this diftintion needed not have been ufed : If he
had been either nothing but a Man, or if the fame Perfon had not been both
God and Man. As when you diftinguith of a Man, that gwoad Animam, accor-
ding to his Soul he 1s the Off-fpring of God 5 for God is the Father of Spirits:
but gnoad Corpws, according to his Body he 1s begotten by Man, who are the Fa-
thers of cur Bodies: To fay a Man is Mortal gnoad Corpws, but Immortal groad
Animane : Such a diftinction were needlefs, if a Man had not both a Body, and 2
Soul : Or if that Body, and Soul, made not up one manner of Perfon: Or if the
Soul were one Perfon, as an Angel is, and the Body another.

Now
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" Now the Perfon of Chrift is ftill every-where {poken of, but as One: Oxe 6}/&/‘!
Lord, 1 Cor.6. And yet of this the Apoftle Panl1s found to diftingiuth, that he ~"2P: 5-
.« Son of God, according to the Spirit 5 Son of David, according to the Flefh :
And you have it again ufed by ‘Peter, AEs 2. 30. Df:Wld kmjwmg that of the
 Fruit of bis Loins, according to the Flefh, God would raife up Chrift : That Addi-
tion | According to the Flefh ] needed not, 1if Chrift had not E:onﬁﬂed_ of another
Naturc befides.  Which being diftinct, the Onenefs, the Unity of this Chrift, to
whom both are alike attributed, muft be found in the Perfonality : “That he that
hath both thefe, 1s one Perfon. N

Now from hence, go unto Rom. 9.5. Where you have the f{ame diftinétion
again ufed, as in mamfe{t Oppofition to his Divine Nature 5 Whofe are the Fa-
thers, and of whowr as concerning the Flefh, Chrift came 5 who 7s over all, God bleffed
for ever. Amen. According to the Flefh, he was of Dazid, and the reft of the
Fathers 5 but befides, he had another Nature, which made him Lord over all,
" God bleffed for ever. Which clearly 1nterprets, Rome.1.3. Son of God, according to
the Spii’it of Holinefs : That as he was God’s Son, {c he was God. Or as Ro. 1.
Son of God, according to his God-head 5 even as Son of David according to the
Flefh : Yet both making but one _4tho, or Perfon, one Chrift.

Now, 4. Becaufe “Paxul, in that Rom. 1. 2. averred the Prophets for this com-
poficion of his Perfon, Son of David, according to the Flefh 5 Son of God, ac-
cording to, or 10 rcfpect of his God-head. Let us fee if we ﬁt_ld like, and fimilar
places to thefe in the Prophets s not to.name all that prove him to be God, and
Man : but fuch as are punctually correfpondent to thefe. fer. 23. 5, 6. 1.Son
of David, verf{. 5. Behold, the Days come that I will raifé unto David a righteons
Branch : that is, out of his Loins, a Branch out of that Stock, or Root. Who,
2. Shall be God, and Son of God : (as Row. 9. 5. Rom. 1.3.) verl 6. And this
is bis Nuwme, whereby be (hall be called 5 Fekovab our Righteonfnefs. Jehovab, from
the Name of his Effence, for 1t 1s the incommunicable Name of God ; and our
Righteoufnefs, as being Mediator, and noting forth his Office. And yet Feko-
vabh ounr ?(r;gbteazzﬁreﬁ, rather than the Muz our Righteoufnefs for his being our
Righteoufnefs, depends more upon his being Febovab, than his being a Brawuch of

Duvid 5 although upon both, as they are conjoined in one Perfon.
From thence, let usgo to Micab 552. Where we thall find, that as Chrift hath

two Natures met in him, Sozz of David, Soxof Ged; {o two Nativities {poken of,
and yet the Perfon but one. 1. The Ruler fhall come forth of Bethlehem: He
was born there as Man 5 and you know it was the L1ty of David, whither Mary,
asbeing of the Seed of Duawid, came to be taxed. So then, {till Son of David,
according to the Flefh,and born as fuch in the four thoufand Year of the World::
But then, as Son of God, His goings forth have been from of old, the Days of Eter-
ity

Unto this Head I alledg,as the concluding Proof to them foregone,that {ftrange
Riddle in Heb.7.3. applyed unto Chrift,fet forth from his Type Melchifedec,WVith-
ont Father without Mother without Defcent having neither beginning of Days nor end of
Life, but seade like unto the Soz of God, abidetn a Prieft continnally. Which being
fpoken of one and the fame Perfon, Chrift, can no otherwife be unfolded than
by a differing ref{pe had to the two Natures God and Man, and accordingly of
two Nativities. That he was God, and in that refpect had a Father, the Evan-
gelilt Fobu doth in a {pecial manner inculcate 5 that he had a Mother, the Story
of his Birth, by the other three, doth enform us : That he was born of a Virgin,
wilbont 2 Father, thofé three Evangelifts do tell us. And yet that Pau! here
thould tel] us, he was without a Mother, doth neceflarily import another kind
of Gencration of his, wherein there was no Mother concurred, and f{o another
Divine Nature met in this one Perfons in refpect of which he was as {ubftantially
begotten of him without a Mother, as that as Man he had been conceived of the

Subftance of his Mother, even Son of the Living God.

There are other forts of Proofs of this great Truth.

 AsFirft, The Communication, and Attribution of the fame Rights, Privi-
ledges, Attributes, Actions, Paffions, Infirmities.

1. All
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~A L All the Rights of the Son of God by Inheritance, given to the Man .

BooxIL g, . 45 that, called, Son of God; not as the Angels, Heb, x. Luke 1. 32. 'H,
mﬁwﬁ be great, and [hall be called the Son of the Higbq%i o And the Lord God [y
give uzto. hime the 1khrone of his Father David, to rule the Nationss; raife whop
he will ; have pofieflion of all Power in Heavenand Earth 5 to forgive Sing j

Man, Mat. 9. 6. |
2. The Attributes proper to God, are given to this Man : As, to have begy

in Heaven before the World wass John 3. 13. ¢~ John 27. Glorify me with ihy
Glory 1 had with thee, afore the World was. Before Abraham was, I am. Where.

by what 1s not true of that Nature alone in it felf confidered, 1s yet attributeg
t6 that Nature of a Man now : The natural Properties of Man’s Nature 1n hiy
were never altered : for Finite could never become Infinite 5 therefore it muff
neceflarily be fpoken in a perfonal refpelt, as being made one Perfon with hiy
that is God 35 @ui, not Qua, thatis, {poken of him who 1s Man, not of hiy
as Man: As when what 1s proper only to the Soul,is attributed to the whole
Man 3 as if when Paxl’s Soul was wrapt up into the third Heaven, and
Body remaining on Earth 5 that of his Body it fhould have been faid, i
is now in Heaven, becaufe the Soul it was united to, was there : Like to which
is. that Chrilt thould call his Body in the Grave, God’s Holy One 5 His Hi,
Oxe faw no Corrupiiorn 35 which 1s {poken of the whole Perlon, though it wash
Body only was capable of Corruption : Or that of Fobn, We faw and bhandl:
the Word of Life, 1 John 1. 1. And the Word which was frome the beginning.
And yet {peaks there of their handling bis very Body, Feel,if a Spirit have Fif
and Bones, and putting their Fingersinto 1t, {o to verity his having been come
in the Flefh. On the other hand, ¢ coztra, That all the Infirmities of the Hu.
mane Nature {hould be attributed to God, that God fhould befaid to be pierced
and crucified 3 2 Cor. 12. 10. Therefore I take pleafiire in Infirmities, in R
proackes, in Necelfities, in Perfecutions, iz Dijitreffes for Christs fake : for whenl
anz weak , then am I ftrong : compared with wer/. 8. I befought the Lord 5 which
is applied to Chrift, Foh2 19.37. And again, another Scripture faith, Ztey fll
look on bire whouns they bave pierced. And God to lay down bis Life, 1 John 3.16
Hereby perceive we the Love of God, becanfe be laid down his Life for ws 5 and ne
onght to lay down onr Lives for the Brethren. Thefe Contradictions, all the Witsin
the World cannot reconcile, but by a‘gknowledging two INatures 1n one
Perfon.

2. That the Obedience, yea, Blood-fhed of the Man, fhould be called, #
“Blood of God, the Life of God, 1 John 3. 16. There it is called the Life of
God : And A&s 20. 26. The Blood of God s yea, God's owrn Blood s and hi
ative Obedience the Righteoufnefs of God, and onr Saviour Fefus Chrift, 2 Pet. 1.1,
And thefe things were fpoken, not becaufe God was the Efficient of thefc n
him 3 for fo the Spirit is of our Prayers, Rom. 8. yet they are never termed
the Spirit’s Prayers, or Requefts ; though made by him in "us, and for us, bu
our Prayers. But all that Obedience of Chrift, is called God’s: Which diffe
rence can never be falved, but that the Man Jefus was one Perfon with God;
not o we : Yea, if that Man had fin'd, (if you could fuppofe it, as to bring
an Argument from it to illuftrate this ) 5 you may, by the fame Law, or R ealon,
that his Righteoufnefs is now called the Obedience of God, or, the Life of God,
infer that it muft have been termed the 87z of God : For what the Man did m
weaknefs, is attributed to God : But we are not 1n this perfonal manner united
to the Spirit, that our Weaknefles fhould be attributed to him: . We fin, y&
‘twere Blafphemy to fay that our Sinsare his; and all becaule he 1s not one
Perfon with us, though his Perfon is united to our Perfons.

Neither, 2. when that Blcodfhed is called the Blood of God, yea, his on”
Blocd : this is not {poken in refpe to his being Poffeffor and Qwner of it,

Plal. 50, ‘Godis of all the Creatures, The “Beafts o a thoufand Hills are wine. John 1.
He came, es o iSwx, to bis Own. And (0 the Blood of Bulls, and Goats, WeI
God’s, when facrificed. But this is not only faid to be his Blood, but his ow”
Blowd, and hisown Life : Thef¢ are Phrafes never fpoken of Poffeffion, or of
an Owner by Dominion or External Right: We call indeed other things, &
Goods, a Man’s own, but never call it a Man’s own Blood, unlefs it be natural-

ly
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ly or perfonally his own : We fay not of a Slave’s Body, this is the Body of W
his Mafters, his own Body, becaufe the Phrafe, a Man’s own Body, 1n proprie- p. §
ty of Speech, 1s ufed another way for the Body of a Man’s felf as of a Perfon.
Or if he give a Slave’s Life, or Body, for a Ranfom, we never fay, nor can
{ay in propriety of Speech, that the Mafter gave his own Body, his own Blood,
as a Ranfom : The Phrafe {0 properly notes out perfonal propriety 5 that is,of a
Perfon, unto what is a part of ones Perfon, and that the Blood is that Perfon’s
whofe own 1t 1s called. Yea, though a Father gave a Child to Death, who yet
is his Flefh and Blood, yet we hardly fay he gave his own Blood 3 - and yet if
that might be faid, becaufe the fame blood is naturally the Fathers: Yet of God,
the Father, it could not be faid, becaufe Chrift’s Blood, as a Man, did not flow
out of his Father’s Blood 5 for God begets not him as a Man, nor hath he Fle(h
and Blood to communicate : So that 1t neceflarily notes out, that one that was
God, a Perfon taking up that Man 1nto one Perfon with himfelf; that” Man’s
Blood is therefore called God’s own Blood, becaufe the Man’s, who is one Per-
{on with him. *
Neither, 3. is it {aid to be God’s own Blood, bec.u fhed by God’s Will and
Appointment 5 for {o the Blood of every Man, that is killed by God’s Will,
hould be fo called 5 and {o the Blood of Bulls was God’s own Blood in that

refpett.

Vfe. We muft labour to have our Minds and Faith well eftablifh’d in the trué
knowledg of the Perfon of Chrift, finceit 1s a Truth of {o great moment unto
us, and the Mifchiefs of erring about it, will be defiruive to our Souls. |

And the weight or importance, that our Faith be fet and kept right in this
Point, appears, in that Errors and Miftakes herein, as they have been frequent,
(o fatal in all Ages, and toall forts of Men that have had the knowledg or heat-
fay of our Chrift. o ,

1. o the Fews, Christ was a Stumbling-block , 1 Cor. 1.23. both in what his
Perfon fhould be, as appears 7ob» 10.33. and in other places 3 as alfo that his

Righteoufnefs alone, through Faith, {hould be the Righteoufnefs of a Sinner,

1s in like manner faid to be a {tumbling-block, Ro#. 9. #lt. Their Heads were
mightily then taken up, and bufied, who that Man Jefus thould be ;5 and how
many various Opinions did the Devils buz into their Minds, to divert them
from that which was the Truth, and alone was to fave them. Sowme faid be was
John the “Baptif}, fome Elias, others Jeremias, or one of the “Prophets.” And thus
it 1s now at this Day. The Jews, according to the Principles and Phancieg,, of
that Age, had thofe forementioned feveral Opinions of him, and perhaps nigny

more. And in this Age, according to other Principles which Satan pofleffeth

Men’s Brains withal, feveral Opinions are raifed up, what this Chrift thould be,

whillt all are zealous to profefs him. '

Then again Chrift himfelf foretold it, as a fore-running Sign of the deftru-
tion of Ferufalews 5 That the Jews baving rejected him the True Chrift, they
thould be giver up to many, powousvs, falfe Coriffs. Now thofe Days, and the
Occurrences thereof; afore Fernfaless’s deftrution, are made Types of the like
to fall out ( even in this particular Point ) in the Days precedidg the end of
the World, ( whereof Ferufalens’s deftrufion was it f{elf a- Type in Chrift’s In-
tention in that Chapter ): And accordingly thefé days now. Although Jefus at
Jerufaless is more generally acknowledged by almoft all that profefs Chriftianity,
yet n afligning what and wherein his being Chrift confifts 5 herein Men have,
and fhall run mnto as many feveral forts of Chrifts, as the Jews had done ; Oxé
ﬁli'])’_fﬁg, Here 75 Chrift 5 another, There 7s Christ 5 one, that this is Chrift 3 anothter;
tals, ‘

~And fuch buddings and fproutings forth of fuch Errofs, began in thofe firft

'mes, whillt Paw/ and other Apoftles were on Earth, amongft thofe that pre-
tended to Chriftian Profeflion: Witnefs thofe more than Hints in feveral Epiftles,
Which Payl plainly ftileth; the preaching of another Ghrift, than what bimfelf and
the other Apoftles bad preached : What elfe meaneth that paflage, 2 Cor.11.2,3, 4.
E)F or L ane jealows over yon with a godly jealoufte 5 for 1 have efpoufed yon to one Huf=
and, that I may prefent you as a chafle Vfrg}\z"an uwto Chrift. But 1 fear left by any
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corrupted from: the [enplicity that is in Chrift. Forif bhe that cowzeth, preacheth ano-
ther Fefus, whonz we have not preacked, or if ye receive another Spirit, which ye have
not received, or anotber Gofpel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear wit)
Firz.  That in thefe Paflages he glanceth at {fome falfe Teachers that had come ip
among them, as thofe words, wer/. 4. If he that-cometh to you preach, &c. evi.
dently imply, That at lealt fuch were then abroad in the World, and have
Leen in other Churches, and were ready to come to theirs, which Panl was ;-
Graid of  But more plain and direltly, verf. 13, 14, I5. For fuch are falfe Ap.
pofiles, deceitfil Workers, transforaning themfelves into the Apoftles of Christ. Au
no wiarvel, for Satag Fivzfelf is transformed into an Angel of Light. Lherefore it is
#o great Thing, if his Minifiers alfo be transformed as the NVinifters of Righteouf.
izefs, mwhofe end (hall be according 1o their Works. And thefe Expreflions do .
port, that the Do&rines which thefe had vented concerning Chrift, were framed
and raifed up to fo high an appearance of Spiritualnefs, as were not only apt ¢
ke with Believers, and deceive them, as zerf. 3. which made Panl {0 jealoys
over them, wer/. 2. but further, they {eemed fo Angelical and Seraphick, tha
in thefe, if ever in any ( his Depths, as they are called ) Satan had fhewed hjs
Depths, and had play’d the Counterfeit of an Angel of Light, and transformed
himfclf thereinto in his Inventions of- them. And when yet, as Pa#/ plainly
tells them, thatit was but a Counterfeit Chrilt, another fefits than be bad preacked,
anotker Spirit, and another Gofpel. So as the Chrift which thefe falfe Apoftles
had dreft up, had fo high an appearance of Chrift’s Spirit and Gofpel, as feemed
to vie with that true Jefus, &c. which the Apoftles taught for Glory and Spiri-
cual Excellencies. And this alfo, that new form of an Oath, which the Apoftle
ufeth upon that coherence, werf. I0. a new one framed to this occafion, as the
Truth of Chrift is in e, {ays he, ¢c. which he {peaks to import, that in thofe
other Teachers there was a falfe Chrift, and not the True. And to affelt the
Corinthians the more, and arm them with warinefs again{t, and fhew them the
danger of entertaining any new Doé&rines about Chrift's Perfon, he prefenteth
and enforceth the moment hereof, under the fimilitude of Marriage, 1 a2 jealow
over you with godly Fealoufie, (the fubject which Jealoufie 1s encreafed about, is
fear of what may rife to the breach of the Marriage-Knot ) left yvou fhould cn-
tertain the embraces of another 5 and fo it follows, For I have efpoufed jou to

one Husband, and I would prefent you a chafie Virgin to bim 5 thatis, to Chrif,
to whowz as yet yow are but efponfed. And it is as if he had faid, There is but one
Spiritual Husband, and there can be but one, your only Husband Chrift. It
;s in the Cafe of other Marriages, if you have not {uch a Man, you may
3ve another as good, yea perhaps a better. But if you miftake here in ob-
taining this one only-one for your Husband, you are undone. There can be no
greater Errors committed in Marriage, than Error Perfone, a miftake of the Per-
fon you are to marry 5 and when thinking you marry fuch a Man, you many
another. Yea, and if after Marriage to one Husband, you fhould be deceived,
as many Women (as Stories and Experience fhew ) have been, when their
Hufbands have been long abfent and out of fight; others that have had fome
refemblance of their true Hufband, or fome privy Mark of him, have put them-
{clves upon their Wives, and they entertained their Embraces s How fatal 2
thing is this > But I fear, fays he, wver/. 3. left by any means, as the Serpent begniltd
Eve through bis [ubtilty 5 fo your Minds [hould be corrupted frows the [implicity ihat
is in Chriff. 'The Devil hath a {pecial malice at the Perfon of Chrift, of all
other Truths concerning him 35 and to put this high abufe upon him, (pecially
goes about to deceive his Spoufe in his Perfon, to mifreprefent him and deform
him 3 yea, and if poflibly he can effect it, put this trick upon him, and great
impofture on her, that {he fhould take another Jefus for him 5 the Devil’s ]efus
inftead of God’s. And to effect this of all other, he will ufe his utmoft (ubtilty.
And having been himfelf an Angel of Light, he will transform himfelf in pre
tended Manifeftations, and Incomes, and Ravifhments of Spirit, that {hall ac-
company the Entertainment and Embraces of his Chrift. He will ufe all means
(if by any means, lays Panl) to econd, credit, and help forward this new
iviatch. And
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And one great occafion of their aptnels to be deceived, is the {implicity that C XA

s in the Perfon of our Chrift 5 not only in his humane Nature, a Carpenter’s

Chap. s5.

O, a crucified Man, a Chrift in Fleth, but that when befides for his Divine —° ~ >

Nature, they think they have h_ear::i and known already well enoqgh what Gpd’s
Nature is, by what is faid ot him 1n the Old Teftament, and {o in the Father,
.nd to know but the fame over again 1n Chnift; this 1s no great addition to their
knowledg. And that no other thing can be aflirmed of him, but that he is
God, and that to think that he {hould have but the fame fimple incompounded
Nature that God hath, and not be diftinét from God therein. They think they
.rc but as wife as they were in this, and {o are apt to liften after fuch Reprefen-
cations of a Chrift, as fhew him to be fome Divine Spirit that comes out of God:
differing from God, which they tancy will afford matter of {ome new and ma-
nifold Wifdom, befides that knowledg they have of Gogi by other means. And
+hus the fimplicity of his Perfon ( as they efteem this ) 1s apt to caufe them to
liften after fome other Story of him. Wh;reas the Glor}es and Wi{dom which
~rifeth from that Union of God and Ma_n in one P_erfon, 15 {uch, as tranicends all
other Imaginations, though never {o raifed with either Angels, Men, or Devils;
have or could for ever 1nvent concerning him. .

And the Deceits and Trains that Satan lays herein,he compares to thofe wherc-
with the Serpent deceived Eve, Lef? as the Serpent beguiled Eve, &c. He put it
into their Heads, that there was an higher Knowledg they might attain, than in
that keeping to God’s Law, they had already, or could attain thereby : And
further, that themfelves fhould be Gods; fo feducing them from God. And
thus here, there is not only a Promife of an higher and more {piritual Knowledg,
than that fimple Story of Chrifi God-Mun affords. But that themfelves fhould
be Chrifts. And they frame {uch a Story of Chrift, as fhould ferve to perfwade
this, and their Capacity of thisadvance. For a Chrift in Flefb, which this Man
Fefus is, fay they, you fhall have a Chriftin Spirit.  For a Chrilt without you,
that is, God fubftantially, you fhall have, every one of you, a Chrit within
you; yea, and if need be, they will not ftick to afhirm, your felves fhall be
God fubftantially 5 and not be united only to God and Chrift, but fo united,
as to exift 1in the form of God, and to be one and the {fame with God. Such or
the liike Workings of this Myf{tery of Iniguity, deforming and perverting of
the true Chrift into another, you find in Paul's Time amongf(t the Corinthians,
or of which from falfe Teachers then gone abroad, they were in danger of.

Some thing anfwerable, or like to this, the Church at Colgffas alfo were in
danger of. Thofe Philofophical Teachers, which, Chap. 2. 8. he gives them
warning of 5 Beware left any Man [poil you through "Philofophy, and wvairz Deceit,
after the Tradition of Men, after the Rudiments of the World, and not afier Chrift.
Their Doctrines perverted not only the purity of the Worfhip of the Gofpel,
but were intended to the mifreprefenting the Perfon of Chrift, as appears by
many Chara&erss Both, 1. in that in the very next words, For in him dwelleth
all the fulnefs of the Godhbead bodily. He gives them a perfe& definition or de-
{cription of the Perfon of Chrift, as in himfelf confidered, and in his fulnefs to
us, verf. 10. And ye are compleat in binz; which is the Head of all “Principality and
Power. And this in a dirett oppofition, ( as the coherence thews ) unto their
Philofophical Chrift, which they for Wifdom and Excellency would needs
compare with the Apoftle’s Chrift. And, 2. in oppofition to'their Counterfeit
Chrift, it 1s, that he alfofets out his Chrift in all his Perfonal Excellencies and
Fulnefs, the like no where in all his Epiltles, Chap. 1. werf 15, 16, 17, 18. And
then alfo of his Gofpel, which is the Revelation of him, werf 23, 26, 27, to the
end. And asit is the Myftery of God the Father, and of Chrilt, Chap. 2. 2. Inz
whow are hid all Treafures of Wifdons and Knowledg. Exhorting, that as they had
received Chrift, fo they would walk in him, werf 6., as in Matter of Order, fo
for Faith. FOor unto both thofe that Exhortation is direted; as appears by the
coherence with wer/ 5. but efpecially in their Faith about the Perfon of Chrift,
with which he therefore begins, wver(. 7. Stablifbed in the Faith, as ye have beer
tang bt, abounding therein with thanksgiving, being thankful to God, he bhad re-
vealed {uch a Chrift, his Chrift to them's For they could not have a better, or
‘another. And then follow thofe words, Beware left any Man [poil yon through

N 2 Philofo phy,
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Chrift. Some of the Teachers of thofe Times, finding . 1n PhiloIbPhe_rs ( then
in credit ) in Plato, Orphens, Hefiod, ‘Pythagoras, and in the Jewifh Traditiong,
many Divine Things about AdyG-s the Word, and of Emanations, and Genea-
logies,” and Defcents from God, as Irenens. thews, of him from God, and of the
the Creatures from-him, they dreft up a Chrift, and a Divinity, with thofe Phi-
lofophical Clothes, and Colours, and Paint, -which the Apoltle fays, was
after Chrift 5 as you {ay a falfe Pilture of a Man, i1snot after the Man, being not
taken from, nor relembdling his Perfon, but another clean. They were dcﬁ:rip-
tions of him, not taken from the Life or Truth that was in him. Whom there-
fore “P.aul {ets out in the fubltance of him 3 fz hine dwells all the fulnefs of the
God-Fead bodily, or (.you fhall give me leave to tranilate it ) perfornally. And
{o it was another Chrift. . And therefore, chap.'3. wverf . 19. thefe are faid notto
hold the Head, thatis, Him, zecrf.ro. he had ftiled the Head of all “Principalities
and “Powers 5 and chap. 1. 18. the Head of the Body of his Church, they having
clean perverted him to another Chrift. And asit was then, {oitisnow. Men
have gone about to bring “Panl’s, the Scripture-Chrift, to Plato’s 5 and as {uch,
would obtrude him on the Saints. \ :

Thus it was in Panl’s Time : But.Fobz lived longer, after all the Apoftles,
and faw thele Seeds and Buddings then fown, come to -a greater ripenefs, and
open and more grofs difcovery, from Blade to Ear 3 and writing that fir{t Epi-
file to the Chriftian Jews in a more fpecial manner, he {eeing what Chrift had
forerold fhould fall out, about the Time of Ferufalenz’s Deftrution, both afore
and after it to be fulfilled ; doth therefore, chap. 2. wverf 18. give this warning ;
My Brethren, it is the laft hour, ( becaufe the laft period of Time afore that fatl
overthrow of that Nation ) fir even now there are many Antickrifts, (asour Lord
had foretold ) whereby we kuow that it is the laft bour 5 we {eeing it thus fulfilled.
And, verf22. Whois a Lyar,but he that denieth that Fefus is, ¢ &eusts, The Chrit
the fole and only Chrift. And he is an Antichrift that denies the Father and the
Son, the Diftin&ion of thefe Two, and the Perfonalities. Awd whofoever de-
nieth the Son, the fame hath not the Father. And, 1 Fobn 4. 1. Many falfe Pio-
phets are gone out into the World. And what was the great falle point of odds

'which they endeavoured to fow and diffufe, wverf 3. They confeffed not that Fcfus

Chrift was come in the Flefbs and that Chrift was God : and theretore the Ca-
tholick Faith of all true Believers, in oppofition to thofe Errors about his Per-
fon, he gives us, chap. 5.20. And we know that the Son of God is come, and halh
given s an Onderflanding, that we may know him that is True : and we are in Lin
that is True, even in bis Son Fefus Chrift. Lhis is the true God, and Eternal Life.
They had other Dorines about their Chrifts whom they held forth, which
were a full denial of all this. You have the like in hisfecond Epiftle, zerf 7.9
And to obviate thofe Errors about the Perfon of Chrift, was it that he wrote
thofc: Epiftles, and his Gofpel of - ok, after all the other Evangelilts and Epr-
{tles written 3 exhorting them to hold faft to that Chrift whom they had heard
and known from the beginning, as himfelf and the Holy Apoftles had fet bhm
forth, chap. 1. verf.1,2,3. That which was from the beginning, which we hbave
beard, which we have [een with our Fyes, which we bave looked npon, and onr Hands

bave bandled of the Word of Life s (For the Life was manifested, and we bave

feen it, awd bear witnefs, and [bew unto you that eternal Life which was with the

Father, and was maﬂiﬁffed untous ). Lhat which we bave feen and beard, declare

- we unto. you. And ver[. 24. of chap. 2. Liet that therefore abide in you, which 3¢

bave beard fromwe the beginning : If that which ye have beard, from the beginning
[ball remain in you, ye [ball alfo continue in the Son, aud in the Father. The like,
Epift. 2. verf. 9. declaring thofe that fell into fuch Errors,and continued in them,
to be fuch Apoftates as never had Truth of Grace 5 Chap. 2. wverf. 19. 1k
went ont frowz ws, but they were not of ws : for if they bad beén of ws, they wonld,
#0o dowebt, bave continned with us : but they went out, that they might be wzade ani-

feft, that they were uit all of #s. And hints how fome of them fo finned thereD:

as that withal they finned the Sin unto Death; never to be recovered 5 Chap. 5-

zerf> 16,17. ( though not all thofe words, zer/. 16. do imply ) ; If any Man Jee

his Brother fina Sin which is not unto Death, he fhall ask , and he fhall give o
ife



and bis Son Fefus (brift. 93

L r thewe that fin not unto Death. Lhere is a Sin wunto Deaths I do not fay > <2
ﬁ,ﬁ /3}3 (hall pray fEJC 7t. Al Z)ﬂrigl}teazgﬁzqﬁ 75 Si{!j and there vz a Sin »ot m;{"o E‘l;f.\%
Death.  And of all he judgeth them f{uch, as, without Repentance, the Saints
thould have no communion with, Epiff. 2. verf’ 9, 10, 11. Whafoever trangref-
oth, and abideth not in the Docirinze of Cbr:ﬂ, bath wnot God « he that abideth irn
she Dotfrine of Chrift, bhe bath both the Father and the Son. If there cownse any wunto
yoit, and bring not tiis Dollrine, receive hivz not into your Hounfe, neither bid hiv:
God-fpeed = for he that biddeth hine God-[peed, is partaker of bhis evil Deeds. OF
this Confequence 1s true Faith 1n this Dodtrine. .

Now, asitwasthen, {foitis now. Thofe Times, and the Occurrences which

then fell out (foretold by Chrift ) among. Jews and Chriftians afore Fersfalenz’s
Deftru&tion, being Types of what thould now fall out in the laft Days afore the
end of the World : and we have yet but the buddings of what perhaps will
srow up to greater Ripenefs and Spreadings, asthen they alfo did.
“ Multitudes of thofe that are Orthodox in their Opinions, or {peculative Judg-
ments about the Perfon of Chrift, yet perifh, becaufe they know not, appre-
hend not this true Chrilt, as he 1s in himfelf really and f{piricually 5 They krow nok
the Truth as it is in Jefus, as Ephefi4. 20, 21. the Apoftle {fpeaks. And this
hath and doth fall out amongft all that live in the Church. But others begin
to err about the very Notion of his Perfon, coining other, Chrifts by dimi-
nithing from, or adding, unto the Perfon of him, as they would reprefent him
tous. And this 1sas ealy as ’tis dangerous, even as it was an eafie thing to
make another Gofpel, and to entertain it, as in the Galatiax’s Example appears,
Gal. 1. 6. [ marvel that ye are [o foon rewzoved frome hive that called yor into the
Grace of Chrift, unto anotber Gofpel.  And in that forementioned, 2 (or. 11. 15.
the Apoltle {peaksthe like of preaching another Chrift, confidering Men’s apt-
nefs to err herein 5 1t 7 70 great thing ( {ayshe ) though great in refpe of the
moment of it, yet ealy and foon done. And that is the Apoftle’s {cope in that
Speech.  And again, as {ome Churches then embraced another Gofpel, ( as the
(Galatians ) {o upon other Churches the Devil endeavoured to obtrude another
Chrit.

And he is foon (in the Doétrine about him ) made another Chrift, either
by taking away from him, or adding to him. |

1. By taking away from him, asif you take away his Godhead, this alters
the Perfon quite, as taking away the reafonable Soul from the Body of a Man,
takes inftantly away the Man, and leaves a brute Beaft in his room. * It turns
nim into the Carcafs of a Chrift, let him be fet forth in words, never {o gor-
geoufly or glorioufly, the fubftance of his Perfon is ftoln away. Or elle,

2, By adding to him : For if the joyning Works to Chrift’s Righteoufnefs, in
matter of Juftification, made another Gofpel, as the Epiftle to the Galatians
thews 5 Then furely adding the Perfons of all the Saints to the individual ore
Lord, one Husband, Corift, and that they all fhould be Chrift as well as he,

E{]ual with him, their Union with God the fame-that he is, this is to un-Chrift
Im.

The



