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ACTS XX =8

Take Heed thicrcfore unts yourfelves, and
2o cll the Flock,over the which the Holy
Ghoft bath mede you Guer jeers t0 /c‘eJ
the Clurch of God, which be bath pur-
chafed with ois owwn Blad.

g HE Ofice and Work of the Gofpel-

Mmlﬂr}, is by the Appeintment and
T B Inflicetion of ]Esva Cuzist, the great
- King and Head of the Church. And
XXy of 3 this Officc was inttitated by the
= Logrp Jests at firft; fo it is hisyPlca-
fure that there be a flanding Gopr -Minuiry, with
which he harh promifed his reﬂ:ncL to theEnd of the
World. Hence the ame Qualifications required f,
and Duties enjoined tpon the firft Minifters of the
Gofpel as O\cncers in the Church, are mchqrv to
thofe who arc now introduced into this facred E mpuw)-
went : in the full and taithful Difcharge of which, it
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6 A+ Ordinatton SERMON,

1s of equal Tmportance to us, who arc honoured wizhy
this holy Office, as it was to the Elders of Epbejus,
dihgently to mark, and carefully comply with the Ex-
hortation of St. Pas!, in the Words which have been
now rcad.  Taie Heel toersfore un:s vyourfeives, ard
17 all the Flsck, sver the ‘v:..L y the Hoiy Gm/ path
made you Ocericers, ta fred the Church sf Gad, wwhich
ke bath p:{ral.‘g,..{ witp bis swon Dlosd.

Tue whole of the Apoftle’s Difcourfc with the
Ephefian LElders, who in thie Text are called Bi/isps,
1s pecaharly inftrueive and engaging 5 bur the Limits
ot a Difcourfe on this Occation, confine me to the
Confi leration of that Part, which hath been read ;
wherein St. Pazd reprefenss to the Minifters of the
Gofpe!l their Duty, both with Relpelt to themf{clves,
and to the People of their Charge,

The Exhortazion is contained in thofe Words. Tase
Heed ; which implies that unwearied Care and Dili-
gence, unfhaken Farrhitulnefs and pertevering Conflan-
cy. which are n *cuﬁr) to the Chrftian Mumtiter, both
in Regard to himtelt, and the Souls committed to his
Care ; pgcn‘Y; m fe2diig the Church of Gop, teach-
InJ and guiding 2 2 the £ioct in the W ay ot Dalvatioa.

To enforce a Compitance with this Exhortation
urow the Muitters of the Golpel, thus to iase Heed,
tie Apoftie vfcth fuch Arguments us thefe-—"Thetr
bw:-u went and Relation bcing by Office Overfeers
ot thc Fizc4—Thel \ulxmcy and Amhority of that
divine Persay, who calls, and appoints them to this
Rufinefs 5 which is the Howry GuosT, who made them
() cerfeers :—The Dignity and Werth of the Obiett
committed to their Charge : 1t is the moft horourabile
and excciient Society in the World—the #/2:8 of
CorisT, the Chred of Gon r—anld latlly the render

Yove and Concern, which the Laro Jiovs, thar good
‘\\ ot
»~)..,“‘ 0y \.l\a‘



An Ordination SERMON. 7

Shepherd, hath manifefied vnto his chofen People, in
the Pncc he paid for their Ranfem ¢ this was his own
blesd—a Ranfom infinitely meritorious and futhciens,
as he was, not only Man, but allo truly Gop. Thefe
Arguments, which the Apoftle {o clolely joins toge-
ther fhould have a powerful Intiuvence an all, v\ho
undertake the facred Office of the Gofpcl-\’liniﬂry,
to tate Heed to themiclves, and to 2 the Fisck, in
the whole of their paftoral Work. Not to touch
upon thofe Controverfies which are conne&ted with
fome of the Terms ufed in this Exhortation ; nor
ftand o colle@ the feveral Dorines contained in the
Text, T fhall endeavour to fhew,

I Wuat st 15 for the Minmflers of the Gefpel 19
take Heed to therjclves.

11. How, as Poflcrs and Ocerfeers of the Ch urrlw,
they are to take Heed 10 all the F Tock, and d feed
tlhe Church of Cod, And,

I11. 7 fball endeavour to enfirce the Exkortation fy
the Motivesand Arguments fuggefbed ts our Minds
11 the Wards of 1he Text.

I am to fhew,

I. How the Minifiers of the Gofpel are ts take
Heed to themfelue,.

Tre Charge given to Minifters is folemn and weigh-
ty ; ther Work and Bufinefs is great and difficult ;
the End of their Minifirations i1s neble and glorious :
and nothmq lefs than their own everlafling f‘mcnﬂ\
as well as of Multitudes, may dq‘md on the Manncr.
in which they difcharge the Work they are cnguged
in. A ferious Senfe of thefe Things, will excite Them
i the firft Place to take Heed to themfchves, that they

be



S An Ordinacicn SERMON.

be found anpreved of Goo, and faithful to their own
Souls, and the Souls of others. Pamcularly,

1. i Menifler o5 the Gopely s waickes fer the
S:ils of stcers, medl tale Her ft' hr: Qj, trct there
le toe? Af:f Py Li;‘} aid Power ¢f Rn.cz :n iu bis own
S:ul: de? chen Ee Exth prea chzd 13 ! tbers, be bmjc’lf
Jlsuid b2 g cofi-sesy.

TreED the Being of a Minifler. and the Fllidity
of his Gelpel Ad lawiiOrations, do not depend on his
internul cracious Charaer ; otherwile we never could
Lnow whoem 0 c’*ecm as Minifters of the Geofpel,
withaut that Giit o difcerming of Spinies. which was
rccu.wr to feme 1n the primiuve Age of Chridtianity,
and wrich hath lonz fince cealed, with the other mi-
r.m ags Powers. E\or doth the Eficacy of Gobo’s

Waord rea acheld, arife from the fecret Intentions of
thole who dilpente it We may not fo limit the
Hoaory Oxe of Ifrael, as to mimagine it uvpoiﬁale, for
him to rmprove the \hmﬂ'".:';ons of unfanctutted Men
for the Converfion of others, or the Edification of his
Own Pmpk - or that he never doth make them 2 Meang
of difpenting that faving Good o others, of which
they i ay he Lul nte themfelves, On t’hc othcr
Fand, how often have the moft faihisi Ceeats
slopt the Prophet’s Complaing, £ bave foizure .*3'. :&.:F:
/ f e /*ut Y ,Strc"un f;r rfngt and i v
io hat it is the'r oely \up;\ort and Comfort, umch 13
added i=T7oqpi Droel ke rat gathered, yet il 7 0
gFlilas e tre L,cs of tie LORD, and my GOD
b’»;;." ‘e 1y Swevsth, Hah 9. $ §. This then 1s a
Nstter we mult leave with the divine Sovereignty.
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However this be the Cafe, yet neverthelefs it is,
even in Regard toan honetui Pro‘bc& of Succefs, of
Bioh Tovpor tance that a M mlﬂu of the Gof pcl be truly
a yricous Perlons Gop is pleafed to ufe Meuns,

and
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and {acceed ther L.u 003, as thole who nuly aim at
the Glory of Gop, and the Salvation of their tcliow
Mcen ?
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Bor "nw!\’- Gop in the Exercife of his o x.rc?-:;r!
Grice, blchs the Minitley of unfaniated Pertons for
the Salvation ot others ) vet how dreadtul w0 ‘: cat

)

aWay omicives - The Ru_iit\', Lite and Power o
Relizion 1o their own Hearts, sre abio lvtc.\ noCotar
myg ansroved of Gop, o as to recens
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\131 can preferve fram the Dancer of Unhikh
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ulma. and carry through sl the Sed-Denial, pa ol
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Labour. and wartchiy D hoence that ave nedeury W
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oot Ao CPrance mh Go and

thc‘mm\es farithful o him, wio tieth the Heoor, ihas

Minitters be holy and gracteus Pertons, "os . :'::c ::r:“;
Place n "?x\' thor they take Hedd, lefl they be
void of that I.mm Grace of Gep. which the cy \:‘:-'
to oth "‘s and vrter Stransors to the etiedual Work-

s, and power! vl In Caences of that glomons Gorodl

they proach. Ob D How anfinitely doth &t cw:;c::*:
}w-\f- vy q, Ts ‘ A ' IJ" f ( -
heir own Souls, that they be Mon of Godivacls (-
How hwlﬂ" nece Lary to the faithful and p?.::‘.f&'! D}{“—
charne of their Duty to the S\nm of others, that they
be converted to Gep, ‘\\ the I'ower o divine Grace
y
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nover faved a Man becaule he was @ Prescher ) nor
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acht in e Eves of others s '
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Ordmarion SARMON. 11

and fandificd Perfon, and from a Principle of Faith and
Love i his Heart, be holy in hus .t.;tc, and faithful
11 s Wo: s, ~

Besires, *Tis of Tmiportance that a Min f‘ert e
Heel o his Life nd \.omcrlanon, becaufc he o o
as an Example to his People. The Eyes ot xt..éi
be more upon b, than upon others. And k-
he expedt that taey (houkd think him fertous, in v
Ing t‘] m a-anft thefe Vices, he hupfe:t dives 1o o
in perfwading them to thofe Puatics and Vietwes ¢
conttantly negleds. There 5 N a pecuiar Lind
c: :\‘n..i%k ()ﬂ;"'n' o a Minttter of CH IST.
be rake Heed o is Convertarion, Joft he conrralir |
owxn Doftrine. On the conuary. he ovcht o
an Fnhmnk of i that 15 Gk wlv,  viituows \.
prrife- \mnl‘). A Man that 15 pot of a bla i«
and good Behatieur, but on the contrary of a ’:= ,':;‘
and ‘\.3']\13’0.13 Condud®. is not fit for 2 Mimiiter of ...
b;n&m") This we lcarn trom the Apotic &
wio thus deteabdes what eught o be the Cnurner - oo
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Charge. in Rcﬂ 2 to Lis own Behaviour, Be tron au
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o nlosad tiaa donot u,u\ c:‘a. .\' Ler t“g Y0y,
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14 Az Ordmation SERMON.
I fhall pafs to corfider,

1L. How AMiniflers of tke Gsfi:l, as Paflors crd
Overfeers of the Churches, are 1o take Hecl ta ail the
Floct, and jeed the Charch of G:d.

By Flxctn the Text, is not meant the univerfel
Church, which is but one Flock in Relatior to Cuarst
the chicf Shepherd ; but intends that particulzr Césrce,
or Churckes, over which thefec Eilers weic O"c'l?en,
ot Bifbops, appointed to teach ang guide them, accord-
mg to the Mind of Curist. in the Way to Salvauon.
"The whole Body of Chrijhians is one univerful Charch,
on Earth ; all acknowledging Subjeltion to Crrist,
the Head and Lawgiw" of his Pevple: This large
Body iz made up of many Members, and diftinét par-
sicolar Churches, each furmthed with thc:r own
per Officers, having Power to enjoy ali Tuzist’s Or-
dinances.  Now, though a Minifter of thc Gofpel be
an Officer in the univerfal Chuarch, and a5 fuof, may
st wherever he is regularly called ; yet, as a fixed
Paflsr, he 1s, in a fpecial Manner, an Overfeer of
that particular Church, which is commitied to his
Charge.  In this Cafe the Exercife of tis Gifts and
Guidarce is fo efpecially limiited to his own Peopic,
that he may allow no more et his Pcln to others,
than his own Pecpie can fare ; or what the common
and murtual Concern whicn all Miniiters apd Church
ouzht to have for one another, demands of him. >0
that as the Relauon between a Paitor and his Flock,
Jays the Foundation for their refpediive Daties, he
mft be true to his Truft, and thcy faithful o him,

snd obey the Dircétions, which he gives them from the
Word of God.

The Care and Diligence which a Minifter muft
vre, 1k ex oeffed by tahno Heed ; and lhc main W ur:\
or Bulin . io be done, byjee.lzr'r or ading as a Pujisr

{0
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2o the Church, containing all te Flock, over which he
is made an Ozerjeer. Here let us conhider,

I. 11finiﬁemf?t. g t2e Churck of Cag-q- 1w~
plies, tha: ke be feitiful in preacti g ke Jerd of
GOD.

"Ti1s his Duty, as a faithfal Shepherd of the Flock
committed io his Care, to feed Curist's Sheep, arnd
to fevd Curist’s Lambs : on2 main Branch of which
cunfilts in teaching and inftructing them aright con-
ccraing the good Ways of the Lorp. Now, in all
our Preaching, we fhould cver keep this in View, that
the great End and Deiign of the Gofpel, in Sublervi-
ency to the Glory of Gop, is the Rccovcry of fallen
Man from the Ruins of his Apoftacy from, and Re-
bellion againft Goo; and the bringing perithung Souls
to embrace and fubmit to Jesvs CHrisT, as the glori-
ous Author of Sihati:z to all who believe. In
prcaching tius Golpel, every Minifier fhould obferve
that Charge contained in 2 Tim. 1L 1 5. St:a!y 12 ﬁrw
18l ap ?ra':'cJ 1wzt COD, ¢ Horiman (L2t needetd
w3t 12 be cfbamed, rigizly arciding the Bord of Truth,
The Word of Trmh is the Rule by, and according to
which, we muft prezca; and in our Difcouries endea

our to ufe a Sule moit fuwtable to th impm:an
‘T'raths we deliver, and not fo mnch conluit w‘xat
finc Thing< we c-n‘ ?Z:y, 53 how we may smoll eiicc-
iy i upuﬁ the 2'ids and Coniviences of our Har-
ers wilil & lenous, mmu.nml, and ahicng Senle of

noral, divine and cternal Thinrs.  We haeld always
rcmenmbder our Chavalter, as An;‘oan..u 2 o CHRIT
Jesus © and as all the Lines of Revelation mect, and
center in hum ; fo whatever Subped@s we teeat, it thoudd
be with a View, cither of bringing perifaing Sinners to
wrn unto Goo by Lim, or of encazing true Chrithars
to w.ilk werthy of their Ligh (..m.; . and heavenly
L\. \.\.L;l[.oub.

F N3
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Tie Salje&t-Matter of Preaching,is the wo.e Coun-
Sl st GOD : This s contataed in the Scnptures of
the OU and New Teftament.  We are not indeed to
fet the Principles ot Nazaral Religion in Oppofition to
that whicn 1s revealed, but onght rather to infift on the
Di&.tes of Reafon and Nature as fundainenial of, and
fubfervicnt to the Gofpel of Curist.  However, the
principal Defizn of Preaching, is to publifh 22e Gofpel
of Peace, and # ring glad Ti. hings of gsod Tl)tngf
Ixom Aote. The ‘Toft rmportant Subjelts of Gof-
! Preachi ing, sre fuch as have the moft apt, a:.d
Cﬂt tual Tendency toward the faving Converlion of
Sinvers ; and the Bulding them up in true Holinefs
and Comtoert, through Faith unto eternal Salvaton,
Hence a Minifter of the Golf] pel muft inculcate on
his Hearers, the Being. '\Jamre, and gloricus Per-
fcGons of the axest Gobp, and his fupreme and uni-
verlal Goverament and Dominion :—The eflential and
etcrnal Ditference of Right and \Vrox‘g Virtue and
Vice ; and the unchaq*rcab'c Obhgaton on all moral
Beings o b cnnformcd to the dl\me Law :—The
originl Glory, Purity and Happinels of Mankind . —
The dreadful Eiate of Sin and Mifery he is crought
into by the Fall :—The Importance, Neceility and
T'ruth of the Jdivine Revelation made to us 1o the
holy Scriptures ; and the great Dodtrines of revealed
Religion therain contained 5 {uch as—the Daltrine of
the facred Trixrry, and the feverai Parz atizn’d to
cach pivixe Pir-ov in the Redemprion of Sinners.—
How Salvazion was purchafed by Cririst, and 13 ap-
plicd by the Srixir—Gon’s Sovereignty in l‘a\'inq
Mercy on whom he will have \IuC\ s and yet the
Neccility and Lrcouragement there 1s toall 1o finve
JJor an Intere@l in the great Salvation :—The free
]u‘..hanon of 2 B-liever by the Kightcoufrels of
CuzprT tanved o him 1 — [‘nc ablolute ecefly of
fpiricual Rc""mrauon, unfeigned F “*.. N in the R
soner, evangelian] Repennes, Tova e Con,und

YRR
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our Neighbour, an holy Heart and heavenly Life,
and Perleverance and Progrels n very Chriftian Grace
and Virtue, to the End.through the efficacious Influence
of that all-powerfu. AGE\T, who fu {t £ bey: tns to1s good
JF7srk in the Soul, and will perform 1t until the ‘Day
of Jesus Curist. Phil. 1. 6. And finally, the Duétrines
of Death and Judginent, the Refurre&ion of the Body
at the laft Day, and an eternal State of Rewards and
Puniftiments, alligned to every one according to his
Works, whercof we hLave ihe higheft Affurance, the
Word of Gop can give, fhould be reprefentcd
in all their Glory and Terror ; to aroufe and alarm
Sinners, and engage true Chriftians to keep in Mind
the Day of the Lord, and to confider what Manner of
Pulons they ought to be in all holy Converfation.

In declaring the Dotrines of Religion, a Miniftes,
while he neglec'ls not Things of lefs \Vud]t muit in-
fift chielly on the greateft, mott certain and noccflary
Things : Thele are to be opened with Clearnels and
E vxdence, and then applud with Clofenefs and Encrgy.
Whatever we preach, it ﬂ,ould be with a Defign to be
underftood, and therefore made plain and eafy to the
Capacities of thote who hear us: or ¢!fe bew can the
Undcritanding be enlightencd ; the Conicience awak-
ened ; the Heart changed ; or the Life r"‘orlned ’Tis
too much a Sign of Infincerity. to hide one’s Mind
under Pretence of revealing it; and pvrno‘cly to ule
ambiguous Expreflions, when we {hould be plainly de-

‘clarmg to our People, the Counfel of Gop, for th
Salvation of their Souls.  Bat though we fhould de-
clare the Counfel of Gop. fu/ly in the whole Extent
of it. and pum' v, foas to be thoroug hly underflood ;
yet we ought to “ufe Pradence and Difer ction, and even
fuch Condclcention to the Weaknefs of Mankind as,
may be beft calcutated to recover them from their Pre-
Judices, and guide them | info the Way of Saivation, I
h |
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Ix addrefling their Hearers, Minifters fould care-
fully adant their Difcourfes to their fev ral Cenditions
and C"‘Clll]lﬂaﬂCCa, and 16 take Heed to give cvery cne
his Portion in dee Sealon. By the Terrors of the
Lorp, they mutt perfuade Men ; alarm the bold and

refumniuous Sinner, and awaken the fecure and un-
E)und rofeffor. T hote who are enquiring the Way
to Z:on, with their Fices thitheraard, muft be dire&ed,
and fuitably enconraged.  And ail Gop’s Children,
a!litted according to their peculiarWants, and quickened

to preferve, and i improve their Graces, and to hold out
to the Lnd.

Urox the whole, what need have Miniflers of the
Gofpel 19 1:te Hee;{, that they be found faithful in
Preaching the Gofyel, fully, plainly, and affeéionate-
ly ; teaching their Flock whattoever CririsT hath com-
mandcd thc'n fo as, 1o be able to addrefs their People
in the W 0sz of St. Paul, prececding the®Text, cven
inder the folemn Profpedt of fecing their Faces no
more. fFrerefore Iiake you 1o record this Day that
£ am pare fmm iire Blscd ,,f‘ all Aen ; For I Fave nst
Shunnel t5 declere ta you the whsle Cmr;/c’/ of Gcp ?

II. A Alowfler of the Gofpel mut tobe Heed in

gu 1'mrr the Flsck commatted to bis Char ge, dace srd; 20 42

the Mind of Chrift; and in adminiring the Seals of

the Covenant,

A Shepherd guides, and condults his Fiock; fo
fhould a Mirifler, the People of his Chaige.  His Bu-
{ine(s is to feed the Church: the orxgmal Word s
Loimariein, which implies, that he difcharge the
whole Duty of a Shepberd : which, befides freding the
Flock, fhews it alfo to be his Duty, carefully to ‘Qulut’,
and overfeeit. Hence that Exhortation, Beb, xui. 17.
Qlicy them that have 'the Rule 0"'er you, and fulmit your-

Jelves ;) for they veatch for yeur S Souls, as t/:ey that niuf?
give
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geve an Account : that they may do it wwith Foy, and
not with Grief'; far that s unprsfitatle for you.  The
Care of a Church is weighty ; and often rcquucs ihe
Exercife of Courage and Refolution. FEvery Part of
the Miniflers Work, requires Skill, and Prudence : but
more cfjpecially, how to behave in theHoufe of Chrisr;
to manage, overfee, and guide the Atiairs of hisC Furd] 1.
What hnly SKil is necetiary, in preaching the Co; <
to make plain the Truth, and convince the Hezrers;
to let irrehitible Liaht mro their Corfciences, ard hix
it there, ull the Goﬁcl be worked isto their Aff G-
oas and Lives ; "¢l their L)n be of encd, and turned
Srom Dirtaess 1o l_m-.', and thar Hearts ﬁ’m the
Pozwer of S:tan wits (911 that they may recerve Fure
a:0e el J/ Sens, cnd Inseritarce aniosiy then: that are
/”131/51 py Farth 1tat 15 14 CiHRIST. %(ts xXxvl. 3.
dat theugh there be fuch Skill and Care nccflary
P*cachhq ; yet there may be thofe,who fl:ali be etieem-
e qood Preachers, and vet be greatly defective in

auiding and conduéting their Flock.  Chi! what hely
P: adgncc whas MCC\"PIQ what Humility, whar Con-
defcention wnd Patierce 5 yet what Zeal, wkatCourage,
what Steadinefs. Refolution and Pon”anc; A7C TECUI-
fite, to take the Overtishtof a Charch ; and fo to con-
duct il Matcers, as [b Il be for the Horeur of Gon,
the Avancement of Religon, the Paace and T “C".
ton of aill the Flock, and the wmning thofo thur are
withoat, to come in,and tubmie ro(ht‘omux C‘l!\l\".’ 3
Houle, and 1o walk i all the Ordinarces ..nu Com-
mandments of the Imd bl;m elefs ? » Tim. 1 24, *,
The Servant of the Laord auft nst /’i'z:x ; Put ve gc
wnts all Mea, « cpt 2o ied. g3 pztm:, in Nivelnels in-
fPrafling thafe 1hat o oppofe theaelzcs. But mmlﬂh M-
niiters mull be gentle, meck :md ™G Henr yet refolute
.nd undaumcd in their Work. 2 Ulin. 1. 7. 8. Gop
pathoaot grvon us the Spivit of fﬂxr o but of Poeer,
2 /fof Lece. and of a famz.i Mind. Be not tisa ticre-
firg aibamed of the Tellinizny of cur Lord,——

e MissTERs
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AMinisTers of the Gofpl muft likewife go befere
thairr People in the Worlhip of Gop. to be their
Mouths to Gob in Prayer, and to blefs them in the
Nawe of ihe Lord.  They muft itudy how to ;ray,
as wcll as Low to Preach; and take Heed o know
their Pzopl’s Wants and Circumilances, not only that
thcy may adapt their public Difcourfes thercto, but
alfo lay them becfore Gop, in public and private
Prayer.

Oxce more ; Minifters of CrrizT muft take Heed
to maintain, and keep vp the Difcipline of his Houte,
and fez that it is exercifed 10 a ducMavner ; and like-
wifc faithfully to adminitler theSeals of theCovenant.to
all fuch as are qualified to receive them.  Oh! what
Care and Caution thould we vfc, i all our public Ad-
mirittrations ? and efpecially of ihofe Ordinances
wherein there i1s made a Difference between the clean
and unclean, the holy and unholy, that they be fo ad-
miniftred as to fthew every one his ftri Covenant En-
gagcements to be the Lorp’s ; the peculiar Priviledges
of Gop’s cevenant People ; 20d the manifold and in-
finite Bleflings affured, to all his faithful Servants.

3. A Minifer of the G:fpel mu? take Heed 15 all.

l’i’ Fls:.é, ocr f('l];i(‘l,) 17: i.f l'ii:;’u?:,' R Ol'fl.,/,:'(‘;".

His firlt Care muft be abour the whole s bot he s
sot to reft in pubhc Dunes, a5 it thev weie sl ihe
Duries of his Otlice.  For all the ol &l the n-

‘vidual Souls committed to bis Charge, mu1t be wautch-
ed over. T his fhews either, thet 2 Church cught not
to be larger than what one Pafor ean overfee wnd
take Care of 5 or elfe thar the Number of Paflors
{liould be nroparticned to the Largencfs of ihe Fiock :
For a Miitters Werk i3 not confined to any purticular
Number of his People, bat extends to the whole ; and
therefere he ought to take Pains, to be 2cquainted wit!

| the

-
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the State of the whole Fluck with which he s en-
t.uticd.  He thould endeavour to krow their Pertons,
their Tempers, and thar Converiztions. This will
pat him under greater Advanta. es of doing Goud, in
h'< private Counicls, and pubiic Preaching.  He muft
inttrult the lcnuranl ghe ‘\u\.lC( and Direétien to fuch
as c.ne with Cafes of Conicienee ; or in Concern a-
bous thieir eternal Ntate. and fononily afking, w bat naf?
we s 10 ke paved € He mull encourage Family Reli-
gion, Order and Government, and wake all prudent
Carc. that there be not a carciefs, prayerlefs Family
aincng s Peopie. His Iye muit eirecally be vron
the Yourh, znd hix Endeavems mu*‘ :nt, that they may
be a Sced 15 ferve the LORD, exd accourted 13 bim
Sor a Generatizi - He nwtt prodently and  vigilantdy
oypofe Selucers, and caufe the Diforderly 1o be
albamicd ; bur give due Encouragement to fuch as fhine
in their Chnitian Bchaviour, and cxciie others to imi-
tatc them. He muft comfort the AfliGed, +ifit the
VWWidow, and Fatheriefs, and be ever ready to attend on
the Sick. and endeaveur to be a weans of titung them
for a frunful Life, or a happy Death,

To clofe this Parucular, I fhall cnly oblerve, thot
the Ways and Mcanz whercin a Minler of the Gotpel
muft take Heed to all the Flock, befides hiz pubt

Labouss. gre {o many, that his Luc m uii he 2 Lifc F

Dl!u cence and mn $al Service. —iuch as he never wili

diicharg goin a faithful Manner, without taking great

Heed and Care. 1 fhall add,

4. A Muufler of the Golrel muft take Heed 1o 11+
Manner and Views with .w:zc/' be .?f/.ﬁg:’: the ~crs-
ous Dutics of his Offce,

His Werk muft bc managed purely for Gop, and
not for private Ends, Unle we aim to approve
outfclves o Cep, we do not ferve him, but ourfelves.

We
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We need therefore take Heed, that the Honocur of
Gop and the Redeemer. lic near our Hearts, in all our
Miniftrations unto our People.  Joh. XX1. 15. Fefis
Jfaith to Steon Peier. Simzn Sin of Fsuas, lovell thsu
me more than thefe 2 He fath unts bm, yea Lord ;
thou knciverd that I loge thee, He faith unts bim feed
n:y Sheep.

FurTHer, a Minifter muft take Heed, that he ma-
nmiteft the tenderett Love, and mott compaflionate Re-
gard, to the Souls of his Peopic.  The Relation be-
twecn a Minifter and his People, 15 an endearing Re-
lation ; when they fee thathe '.1)\ out himlelf {or their
fp.nmal Good, and manitells an affc&onate Ceoncera

and Love far their Souls, in the Manser in which he
always addrefles them. they will be moare hkely 1o
~hearkxn to his Warnings and Counails, chrooh ard
Directions. Oa the contrary, if it appears that he feeks

not them, but theirs, and fo is influcnced chicfly with
a View to his Livehhood, thoir Atleétion will foon be
alienated from him ; which will hinder their prohanz
by his Labour.  We mu'i then be lincerely atfectionate
and fertous, in all our public and private Exhortations,

Ve thould fo fpeak. as realizing the Preferce of Gap,
‘md the Reality and !m'mr!.xnu. of eternal Things ;
and fo minifter, that all may {ce that we value no out—
ward Things, in Lo.npa.xion of the Salvation of Soul

Axp finally, a Mimiter of the Gofpel maft toke
Heed, that he carey on his whole Work, v.'ith zn hum-
ble Senfe of his own Weakneis, and a bedieving Con-
hdence on the Lorp Tecus Cugrist. When we counfi-
¢or the Greatnels, ln.nnui'.("‘. and Difficulty of th's
Viork, we may Jhlyt y, $EEa s fuicient j;r heft
T lings & A \hmﬁcr muft then tike Heed thar, not
1 lns own Strength, bat in the Sirength of divine
Cirace, he enter upon, and go through rhe Work ; and
the he may fafely commit himéelf and his Work to the

LL' \i
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L-vd, in a wdll-groziaded Hope of reaping theReward
of « fanhtul Servant.

%1 ’tis Time to preceed to the laft Thing propofed.

il Lam 15 enforce the Exkbortatizn, upsiz 3 umm“r:
¢! the Gaojpel, 15 take Heed 1 tbemﬁ*/m, and io 2ii ire
Fisch, } v @ brief Vicw of the Mstrves and Argumenits
Sus. vefled, in the IFsrds of the Text. And may all of
us, whom Gon hath honoured with this Oﬂicc, be
perfuaded fo o take Heed, that we may fave our own
Souls, and the Sonis of them that attend on our

Minittry.

IS the Ainifler 5 CHRIST &y Oﬁ‘e, an Overfeer
of the Flsct, and 1o wwotch for So: iIJ Tne Nature of
this Ofhce, requires us to zaée Heed. We have under-
taken the Condu&, under CarisT, of a Band of his
Soldiers, 2gainft Powers and Principalitics, snd we muft
watch ouriclu.s, and keep them \.\a((_h‘ng It 52
Work we have voluntarily engaged in; nc¢ Man toi-
ced us hereto, fo even common Honefty binds us to
be faithtul o the Trult we have received. Shall we
enjey all the Honour and Priviledges of this Office,
and not be faithful init ? Isitnot of infinite Limpor-
tance to our Acceprance, that we rake heed : We are
Stewards, and itis required of a Steward, thata Man
be found faithful.  As Overleers of the Flock, do we
witch for Souls 7 Wo mult thea tzke Heed, or be g ilty
of the Blood ot Souls. Let us then attend to thole .-
portant Lies, that awful Admeniion to unfaithful
Teacners Ezek. 1L 17. 18 Leuof Aen, 1Ilave
ade thee a I atchman unto the Feife f Ifvael : there-
Sore bear the Jf ord at iy Nouts, an.z"g. e them 1 arn-
ing fromwe. B pen I Loy unte the Jracked. thou ﬂ 1t
furely die ; and 1256 (J'“'c. F Lim st wearvine, por fFeoliclt
2o earn l/fr wicked Jvem bis wicked B av 15 fuve Mg
Life: the fame "s'“( d Man f2el e in pis Luigaity ;
oo b5 Blood wil "Tiegiire at 12y iland,

Are



24 Az Ordinziion SERMON.

ARe Mmfters it spart 1 08 TP, l)' divine
I:I?:...!.,? .:'1 mads Queesfeers of the Fl2X, fyibe
H:ly Gés't? What an Ubhg..l.on then s lad upon s,
by our Call 2 It car Commiflion be {ent from Heaven,
It 1s not tobe ddube) cd. The HOLY GHOST
makes Perfoas Overfeers, by qualifying them for the
Oifice : by direfting the Ordainers o difcern the Qua-
lifications : and by mﬂucu.mg the Alinds of a People
and themfelves, for affixing them, to the Care ot a
particular Church. All this was often done, in the pri-
mitive Age of Chriftianuty, by an extraordinary ln!pi-
ration ; whereas 1t 15 now done, by the Ordinary Af
fitance of the Spint.  But as it is the {ame Spine, that
hath de terxmmd in the Word, that there fhall be {fuch
an Oihce ; whar the Qualxhcatlons are, which are ne-
ceflury to ity how Periens are o be ntroduced into
1t ; waat Powers and Authority are annexed 1o the
Oiﬁ:c; and gives his common and ordinary Affiitance,
i the whole T anfazGon, we are now to eftcem Mini-
fters of the Gofpel made Ocerfeers by the Hily Ghoft,
as well as s the priniave Age, though not in the fame
cxtraordinary Mainer. A Confideration hereot thould
quicken us to Faitvbfulnefs.  For how can we fly trom
the Prefence of the divine Spirit 2 Will not our broken
Wows, if we take no Heed to ourfelves, nor to our

locks, bz at lat mofl feverely punifhed ? Auanias
and Sapphira were flruck with iminediare Death, by
the Apoftolic Rod. for Lying 1o the Hory Guost -
Anld ihall we efcape, if we mock, and think o deceive
that Immenic and Ommku.nt SPIRIT, by recuiving
the folemn Charge of Warching for Sou]s without take-
33 heed to fulki the Minittry committed to us ?

IS 52 the Courcd) of GOD, which A niflors are cpe
j‘)ﬂ"zl‘.’to fesd? that gbr,.;us and honsuratle Society,
Jor whic: GOD ".../J u/?»u,cl/zm TEonders ia the
f:*a’,'.v_ V‘i’ s of e World 2 Aud doth GOYD dige
1"f/ i B ‘.A.«.‘_ Sors ".'J.’.f.!." RN ¢ LA T .-."/r‘,-'v:vf/..! them

19
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17 te Lealders and Guides unts bis own chofen People ®
Shall we then,who are called to this facredEmployment,
beunfaithful £and neither watch ourfelves.nor caufe our
Peoplc to watch ? Shall we defpife the Truft commita
ted to us,and while we are aflcep, fuffer grievousWolves
to enter, who will not fpare, but devour the Flock?
or fhall we in a Time of Danger, like Hirelings, de~
fert our Station, and [uffer the Sheep to be fcastered 2
And not rather take heed, and watch with a godly
Jealoufy. over all the Souls committed to our Care;
that if poilible, we might win them ro Chrift, and per-
fuade them to walk wortby of God, who bath called them
unts bis Kingdow: and Glory. 1 Thell 1L 12.

WWAS this Church, which is committed io the Minifc
ters of the Gofpel, purchafed with CHRIST’s 6w Blood 2
What an infinite T'reafure then is committed to us?
and fhall we take no Heed to keep and preferveit ?
ChirisT, the great and good Shepherd Jaid down his
Life for the Shecp : and fhall we dare to defpife, and
negle@ them ; and like Hirelings care not for the
Flock ? The meancft of our Flock was purchafed by
the Blood of CHrisT : and fhall we not tzke heed to 21l
the Flock, over the which the Holy Ghoft hath made
us Overleers; and to all the Individuals of which it
confifts, left through our Unwatchfulnefs, we fuffer
thofe to perifh, for whom CurisT, died ? His Blood is
infinitely meritorious and fufficient ; and in Virtue of
Gofpel Grace,we may offer cternalLife to all who will
accept it, upon Gofpel Terms : Let us therefore preach
the Gofpel of Peace, arnd bring glad Tidings of Geod
T hings, pu!?[i//.'n'ng Peace, ar.j Salvaticn, to periﬂling
Sinners by ] sus CHrisT.

Uprox the whole; What folemn Bonds and Obli-
gations are upon us to be faithful to him that hath
{fent us, and to the Souls of Men ? The Nature of our
Wark, as Overfeers of the Flock of Cirist—The

D aw ‘ul



26 A4r Ordination SERMON.

awful Charge given us in our Appeintment to it—The
Worth of immortal Souls, and the Church of Gop ;—
The Blood of Curist, by which the Church is pur-
chafed, and redecmed ;—And the tri@ Account we
muft all give u- to the chicf SepHERD, 2t his appearing
to Judg dgment, fhould powerfully cngage us, o tate
Heed t9 surfelves, cud to all ihe Flock, cver the wwhich
the Hzly Goofp Lath made us Overfeers, to feed the
Church s f GUD, swhich he bath purchafed w:tb his
own Blscd,

Havixg {o interwoven the pradtical Refleions that
arifc from the Text. in the Body of the Difcourfe,
I fhall conclude with a brief Addrefs, Firf?, 1o the
Perfon who is now to be made an Overfeer of this
Flock ; and then, jecendiy, to the Church and People
of Gon in this Place.

DEAR SIR, As your repeated and earneft Re-
queft bath called me, however unfit, 1o fpeak on this
great and folemn Occafion, 1 truft you will gladly re-
ceive a friendly and Brotherly Exhortation. It is with
weighty Concern that I now addrefs you : however it
isa joytul, as well as folemn Occafion ; cfpecnlly, as
we hope that a compaflionable I\eq'ud to perifning
Sonls, and an earneft Defire of being wfed as a Means
of their eternal Salvation. to the Praife of Gep's glo-
rious Grace, by Jesvs CHrist, hath engaged you to
chufe this holy Calling, and inclined your Hearr 1o
accept the Invitation and Choice of this Peopie. In
this View and Hope, we rejoice in Gop, and give
Thanks to his holy Name, that you have been trained
up for, and fpirited unto the Work, you are now 1o
undertake. While you have viewed the folemn Tra:,
atdons of this Day at a Diftance, 1 truft, it hath cauicd
you ferioufly to weigh the great and important En-
ployment:—- the many (Lua‘lﬁcauom neceflary 1o {it
for it ; and the watchful Care, and faithful Diligence,
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that muft run through the whole Difcharge of it.  And
ncw, all Things being prepared, the Church waiting
with longing E}LS to receive you as their Pafiony and
the Mlmllcra of the Golpel, ready to fcperate you to
that Work, the folemn Charge you have in view. muit
make it the Language of your Heart, weo 15 S fc.ent
for thefe Tu.ngs ¢ \ct, Jear Sir, be notafraid, nither
dlfcouraged the Work is indeed weighty, and requires
more than an \ngel’sStrength to fulfil, yetHein whofz
Scrvice thou art {olemnly to eagage, 1s inhnitely able
to make all Grace abound toward you. . Wherefore,
from an humbic Sente of your own lnﬁdﬁcnency, look
up to Huv, with whom is everiafling Strength ; and
relting on his all-fufhcient Grace, endeavour to be pre-
pared to reccive the weighty Trult of the Gofpel Mi-
niftry, and the folemn Charq" ot the Souls of this Peo-
ple.  And then take h’c‘ 22 t/'v felf, andts ali the 1'.0\,
over which the Holy Gioil mates youan Qverfeer to ,‘ od

she Church of God, which be bath purcha;ed woith s
vawn Bload,

Ou! Sir, take Heed o thyfelf ; to theLife & Peow-
cr of Grace in your own Heart: ler it ih'ne forth in an
holy, exemplary Converlation, evidencing it to be )our
highe(t Concern to approve yourfclt to (hc l.can ]i-,‘ 55
and to be mere, and more furnifhied and qualifed sor
the Work of the San&uary.  Tuke heed unto ol the
Flock, to feed theCaurch of Gob ; 1 tdythc unfonrchi-
able Riches of Curist’s Gofpel: these declare, and
preach- unto your People, plainly. fuli iy, and atfeltio-
nately ; that none perifh for lack of Knowiedee and
Inttrution: and fo thou [h altbe pue frow tle Bisyl :f
all Men.  Srady how to auide tluf: Chuich, with all
holy Prudence 'md Care, for it's Peace and Edification
in Love. Fauthtully exercife the I)Hu;»!inc, and Ad-
minifter the Ordinances of Curist s Houfe, Study
to be acquainted with all the Flock ; let none be 2hove
your Watch, nor any beneath yvone Nati 2 wind Cou-

D2 corn



28 . Ax Qrdiratien STKMON.,

cory s bt ren a ber that yeu watch for the Souls of
citrnr Feople, as ore that nuuft give an Account. At
tos . ath nutyour Heart temble, and begin almoft 1o
Fart buck niem tbe grest Undertaking ? Look then
to Gop, and know ycur Dependence on him, and look
to :L.e Lokp Jesus ChrisT, who hath engaged his Pre-
ferrce with his fauhful Minifiers. to the End of the
Wer'd o dine&, cemfort, firengthen and fucced you
Leothis be your Support.

I fhall only add; frequently view, en the one Hard,
the Awfulnefsof being found unfaithful, and of having
the Blood of Sou!: to anfwer for : on the other, the
Joy of being atlaft, in the Prefence of Ancels and
Men, approved byCurrst,as his faithful Servant. And
may you be fo animated hereby, as to tzke becd to your-
felf, and to all the Flock, that when Curist the chicf
Shepherd fhall appear, you may receive a Crown of un-

fading Glory.

I sHarr now Addrefs myfelf to the Church and
Pecple of Gep in this Place.

Lelsved Bietiren, We rioice with vou in the
Guodrels of the Lorp, that he is a Repaicr of your
Breaches, and a Reftorer of Pathe for yon to walk
i, Itie a Token of Cead, that yonr Hearts have
been inclined with fuch Unsniity to cheefe this Ser-
vant of Gop, for your Paiter; and that his Heart
il been inclined 1o sccept of the weighty Charpe
of your Souls,  And row, the Miniters of the Gofpel
cailed on this folemn Occubion, being wbout to feperate
himy to the Officec of a Minifler of CrrisT, and a
palforal Relanon unto you 3 Oh reccive himasa pre-
oy Gl of our afeended Loap. Let veur Hearts

'
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exult with Joy, when yop view the folegin, Trapife
ons of this Day.  Ifaiah g2. 7. How &¢cutsful upan. the
Mouirtains are the Feet of him thit bringeth good Tid-
ings, that publifbeth Pqace, Mt bringeth good Tidk
ings of Good, that publifheth Saluatian, that faith yuip
Z!t‘on, thy GOD resgneth.

Bur gltho’ it be 3 Time of rcligous Joy and
Thankfulnefs, yet not cagnal, Micth : but on the.cen-
trary. you fhould make it 3 Mayer of ferioua Cane
cern, and diligent Enquiry, why you kave fent forthis
Scrvant of ChrisT, that fo you might be rightly pre-
pared to reccive him as your Paflor and Ovzerfeer. —
T ate Feed, that you do not déf})ile him, but efteem him
for his Work Sake ; and ftrengther;, and encourage
him, in the Difcharge of it.—While he is fpending his
Time and ftrength for your Souls, chearfully, as far
as in you lies, afford him the Comforts and Conveni-
ences of Life—Exped not Perfeéion from him : He
is encompafled with the common Paffions, and Infirmi-
ties of humane Nature: Tbefe let Charity cover, while
you are careful Yo mark, and imitate him in whatfoever
Things be is an 1mitator of CHrIsT JESus.

BreTHREN, I befcech you, pray for him: firengthen
his Hands : encourage his Heart by your fervent In-
tercefiions for him, at the Throne of Grace.—Dili-
gently attend upon his Miniftry, and take heed that you
receive not the Grace of Gob in vain; and give him
Caufe to complain, I dave luboured in vain, ¢i:d Jpent
my Strength for nought, and ir vain.—Siudy Peace and

Harmony among your felves, and the Ged of Peace
be with you.

Axp now to conclude ; May the great Kinc and
Heap of the Church, abundantly biels the Labours of
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his Servant, in this Part of his Harveft : May you and
he long rejoice together ; and, at laft, may he have
many Souls, as the Seals of bis Miniftry, bis foy, and
Crown of Rejoscing in the Prefence of our Lorp Jesus
Curnst, at bis Coming.  And now the Gop of Peace,
that brought again from the ‘Dead our Lorp JEesus
CurisT, that great Shepberd of 1he Sheep, through the
Blood of the Everlafting Covenant, make you perfet
20 & bis Will,working in you that which is well- pleéﬁng
in bis Sight, tbrougbgjzsus Curist ; T2 whom be Glory
Jor ever and ever. AMEN.

FINTIS



