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'Ibe General COlnlnittee if Cotrespondence, 

TO THE 

OF THE 

• 
. STATE OF PENNSYLVANlA. 

FRIENDS AND FELLO'V CITIZENS. 
t 

TIIE rapid al111roac}l of tIle electia;n of Electors of a 
President alld Vice President of tlle U nite{l States, renders it 
the. duty of tlle General COlnlnittee of C·orreslJondence to lnake 
a nllal appeal, to the good faitll, public ,Tirtlle, and politic~ 
{~onsistency of tlle IJe1nocratic part·y of Pennsylvania. The 
apllenl slIall be s}lort; we trllst, tllat it will ~e effectual. 

'J:'he n<Huination of the Democratie pa-rty by the r nited. 
·States on tllis inlportant occasion, presents JAMES MADISOIf 

ai' a candidate f·or the office of President and ELBRIDGE 
\ 

GERR y as a cao(Iidate for the office of Vice President. This 
nOll1illation ,vas opellly, freely and deliberately, made or ap
l)roved, by tlle Rcpuhlican del{~gates, frollI every State of the 
Union, ,yitll a single exce!ltion, who were assembled at 
'VasIlingtOll during tllC late session of COllgress. It was made 
ill tllC II}ode w hich has been .long 1{110Wn and llniformly pi-ae
tised, as tllC nlost comprehellsive to emhrace the "sentiments, 
ViC\\TS, all(l ,vishes of tlle wllole union; and, as the Dlost e:Oi. 
cient to secure harnlol1Y aIld co-opcration, in tlle ma'intainance 
of tlle Republican cause. It is also a mode wlljell has been 

. sanctiolled by tlle acquicsc_ence of tI le people, ,vho were well 
a,vare of its adoption, bcfore tlle late l~ominatioll; yet they 
llcvcr bad, in any fornl, f\ojected to its olleration. It Ilas 
lle-Cll excrei,c(l in tlle IJl'eSellt 110Dlinatioll of Ml' • • ]Jludison and 
]'Il~. Gel·ry,. ,vitl. tlle COIICllrrCllce alld clltirc approbation of 

1 JIU llCIIIocratic 11cPllblic'll:llS, in CYC)'Y stilte cx.ccpt one, ~Dd it 



bas bee~ expressly ratiJied and apPl'oved by tlle Republican 
melnbers of the Legislatures of the States of Pennsylva1nia, 
Massachusetts, Virginia, New Jersey, :New Hampshire, Ken
tllcky, Ohio, and Maryland. 

Against this powerful and decisive display of political 
s6Iltiment alld opinion, the only dissenting p'ortioll of the Re-

,publican family of the United States, is to be found in tlle 
State of New York. This secession is to be l 1egretted, bilt 
neither to be fea~ed nor indulged. It is too obvious fOl~ the 
reptltation of New York, that some of he~ pI'ominent l~epllbli
cans have lost the a,vful remembrance of past sufferillgs, 
and suppressed the painful anticipation offuture dangel" ill tlle 
sel1ish solicitude to obtain, at the last, as well as the present, 
Presidential eIeetion, the 'nomlnation of a candidate ill hel· 
own favor. For tbis object, she announces to the world a 
(letermination, singlyand alone, to oppose, and, if possible", 
defeat tlle delillerate choice or every other State, in Wllich & 

Democratie majority prevails •. In this pursuit she commits all 
outrage upon the principles and policy of all the States; but 
her conduct toward Pennsylvania in particular, has added in
sult to outrage. Not content with tlle pl~onlised aid of the 
seZf-created con'Vcnti01t of Federal gcntlc1ne'11, recently COD

ventA in New York: not content with the llle(lged co-opera
tion- of the selJ dclegated association of Federalists 'v hich late
ly assembled at Carlisle ; nor yet satisfied with the spollta .. 
neous devotion of "the British party in Ameriea ;" to the 
specious pretexts of her ambition; sh,e has venttlred to intro
duee her politieal missionaries, 'principally the oflicers of Iler 
government, into every county, in the vain hope to seduce 
to' al~rm, or corrupt, the Demoerats of Pennsylvania from tlle 
path orhonor and or duty. Let it, llowe,"er, be distillctly and 

"-

nniversally understood; let the approaching election illcon-
trovertibly demonstrate, that, whate,rer or ,vherever, may be 
the guilty triumph of these unnatural alliances, of these ne~ 
farioti~ dfin·ts, for tlle prostration of the Republican, and the 
ele~atjon· of the Fed'eral, party; tllC hOllest, enlightened and 
incoIT\Iptible dcmoeracy of Pennsyl,~ani~, will never partiei, 
pate in tllO turpitttde, or ill the shame of the transaction. 



"fo the guod faitll, the politieal consistcncy, the publie 
,~j]'tue of Olll' respected fello,v citizens, wc again appeal, ,vhen 

. ,ve asli, why SllOllld tlle deliberate, ,vefl-reflecte(l-upon no
lnillation of JJf,-• .J11adison all{l JJI1-. Gela1~, be l'evoked, c~tlcel
led alld set aside, I)y the denloc,racy of Pennsylvania? I{~s 
the declaration of Wal' furnislled any ground fOl~ tlle change l 
TIIC great body of the people of tlle Ullited States, and the 
legislatllre of every state, in 'tlljell the Democratie infiuence 
l)redomillates, speaking in llnisoll ,,'itll allllost evcry Reilubli
Cat1 voice in COllgress, llave called aloud for ,val', as the only 
llJ.ltl~ied, tlle Oilly remainirtg, l~esource to Villdicatc tlle llonor 
anc} to assert the i'tigllts of the nation. Ilave the conduct and 
evelIts of the ,,"ar, slle,vn tllat a cllange is neecssary, proper' 
or ~xpedient? The wal' is Just hegun. While our national go~ 
,~erllnlellt preserves its republican form aud !spirit., tllere can 
be IlO aecumulation of treasure, no enlistmellt of armies, no 
eqllillme.nt of navies, in the time of peace upon tlle specula~ 
iion of "Tar: and it is, perhaps4 t.he eoncomitant inconve
nience of the inestimable blessings of Sll(~ll a govern)llent,~tl)at 
'its ,val~S, "Till always ~omnlence in a state, comparatively UD
prepared fOI" tlle sllPllly, as ,vell as for tllC (liscil)lill~, of the . 
pliblie force. It is not the part of ,vis(lom, or Ør cau(lor, to 
shift tlle public Il}ans froln nteaSllre to measure, and the 
l)ubJic eOllfidence frOl11 malI to man, UPOI} every ~'icissitudc,' 

,vIlje]. tlle fortune of ,var lnay pl'Odllce. If an lincxpected 
disastel' Ilns OCCllrred on tlle land, is it not con,'"erted into an 
advalltage by tlle patriotie energy ,vhich has every ,vhere 
beell cxcitcd, to redeem the pledge of national valor and vir~ 
tlle i-rom the cOllscqllcnce ora co,vardly, treaelIcrolls Qr trea .. 
sonable SUl'rClldcr? If all invincible supel"iority of maritime 
force, cnalJles tllC -enenlY, at present, to prey upon Ol~. com
nleree, Ila,'C ,ve llot exultillgly seen, tllat renlove the disparity 
of nUlllbers, and Sllip to Sliip, gUD to gUD, 111an to man, we 
Il\a.y 11Qt only confidently cope ,vitil, but firntly expe~t to 
trinmpb m'er, the tyrant of the ocean. It ougbt also to be 
J'emclllberctl, 011 the one hand, tllat Congress could alone de
clltJ'C ille ,var, ~lnd provide the means to U'(fc~e it; 'VIlilc 011 

·t.ll~ otllelt hand, to im.p..llte to M,'. Madison the faillire or eTCI'~-



nlil itallY eXl!e(litiol1, or tlle dcfe~tioll of -e,·cl'Y lllilita,ry (~llicl~ 
,vill be to p)~lCr. llis llolllilarity alld fame llpon a fOlln(l~ttiol1, . ' 

011 wlticll no lllan of c~al1actcr, \VOll}(} COllSCllt to ll:lye ]lis OWll 

placed, anll OIl ,vh-jcll, fOl'illnatcly fOl" our COulltr~r, 11eitllcl' 
dllring tlle revolutionary contest, 1101' ~lftcll'Var(ls, tlle POP1l
larity alld fall}€' oi' "7'~<\..S]IINGTON ,ycre placed. 

'Vill it Ile said, tllut tlle iJnpcriolls conscquences of tl1e 
,-rar, alrcady sllggest tllE eXllc(lien{·y of a C}IUllge, ill tlle 110-
mi~ation of .]Jl-r. JJIlId'ison~ ,)ritll a "'icw to prOll1ote tlJC I'ctllrll 

of llcace? r-I'lte assertioIl f<,irlJ/ l~xa.l11inc(1 lV ill prove to 11C 1111-
jllst and fallacious.. A state oil ,v~t ... , illdecl], ,yill al,vaJYs, in 
SOlIlC degree, be a stHte of Slitfering: llut tllis cffcct lUllst I,e 
compellsatcd, by a consi(lercltion of tl1C lDotiycs, alld of tlle. 
objeets, flor cl1gaging in it. Is i~ ill tlle sllffcrings o-f Ollr 

FARMERS, tllat ,ye lIll1st trace tlle callse of ellange? N c'icr 
did tllC abundallt 11arvcsts of 'Penns)rlvania tilld a qllickcr, or ~t 
bettel', mar-ket. "Till tlle (lellression of COMMERCE preScllt 
the grolInd of cllungc? lJll(ler tlle Britisll Ordcrs ill Council, 
our cOlllmerce was allI1~llilate(1, except irl tIlose llcellsed chall
nels tllrollgl1 'Vllicll it passes as 'Creely and as sa'relJ~ dllring 
tlle war, as it ,lill dllring tlle lleace; ,Y11ile the nu'nlber 
ofBritisll captures, Jlas giYCll lIS, for the first tiJll{~~ a conso-

; l~ltion or illdcmnit.J" for Ollr losses, in tlle grcat ,~alde of' tllC 
Prizes ,vIIielI llave becn, ~r~d prohably ,vill be captilred from 
the ellenlY. III fille, (lo tlle eonlplaillts of the l\I.',NlJF.lc
TUllERS, or l\IEcIIA.NICS~J indicate tlle policy of a c'flange ill 
tlle 110llliJI,ltion of .;llr • .Jl1a(IL~0111 'l~ll~'" tlle ,yar is tllC lnain 
spring of tlle 110I.es of cycry ~tlallufactLlrer or l\f~c]lallic fOI· 
pl'0llcrty and ,vealtlIe FrL~ tllcm from tlle eOl)lpctition of 
Bl'itislt callitals, in Amet·jcan Dlarkets; pJ'otect tllClTt at tllcir 
110l11C:t t'ronl tllC inecndiary agents of Britisll establishnlcnts; 
ana, throllgh tlle medium of' tIleir arts and indllstl-Y, tlle .Se
COlld .JllJzerican Jrar "'ill blcss OUI~ countrJ", witll tlle Inra'ns 
of' pcrp~tllating tllat In(lependcllce, 'Vl1ich tlle First JVltP St. 

gl()riollsly atchiel·cd. But if, to the Farnlcr, the MercliantAt 
'tlle Manufactllrer, peace is, as it Ollg11t to be, ,,'it}l cycr.)' 
C'ood citizell, a eons:lllllnlation devoutly to 'be ,,'iS}lCd: sa'~ It v·. 
l\S e,rery natriotic Amet·ica.n ,,'ills3.v, an Ilo NORAIlLE P.t\'·J:! 

~ J. ~ • 
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Slld tlle best aS.Sllrance for S11Ch a pea~.e ,vill be fOllIld in tlle 
non1iBatioll of 1\11'. 1\lall ison. I-lis pel~sonal cl1al'a{~ter; llis 

DII1Jlic lire; ille cnjo~~nlcllt o'f honor alld 11apllilless in his o,vn 
da~l"; Ulld tIte lloble llassioll of agenerolls mind, to deserve the 
}'cspect alld gratitude of flltllre till)(,S, all concur to prese.nt 
'llilll to ~iOll, as ~t negoeiator fOll peace, llot 0111y the lnost' able 
to conduct the l1egoci~ltioll, bllt tIle nlost illterested in its sec-

c·ess. 

IIcl'C, fello\v c!tizcns, ,ye c.lose our a·llpcal to tllC good 
faitll, tlle p"1I)lic virtlfe, tllC political e,Ollsistenry, of tlle .ne. 
1110CJ'ClCY of Pc'nnsulvo1t'ia: bIlt it llcJnailiS to recoll11ncnd, ,vitIl 

all eal'l1estness an(1 solie.itll(lc prollortionefl to the lllagnitu(le 
of tlle stal\.c, tlle i1dolltiol1 of tlle Illost em. eie-nt DleaSUI'es to 
llrcl)~lrc alld to COIIClll{}e traiunllll1antl:r, the blIsiness of the 
Eleetoral EIeetion, 'Y]licll ,vill be Jlcld tl1rollg11out the State, 
011 t)le TIIIRTIETH D .. \ Y O~~ TllIS ~10NTll, (OetoIJer.) You 
alle 110'V to Illaintain the I'C!lublical1 institutions al1d clla.ractcl'J 
of OUl~ eoulllr:r, in 0Pllositioll to CL c01nbiucltlo1' of tl1cjriC1tds 
CI.lld acITIC1-e1tt:S of lIn aS1Ji,-r'lg citiz;f1l, (De "Titt Clill10n, 'VIIO 

Jlas (lescrtcd tlle (lenl0eratic cause all(l Ilal'ty) witIl tlle Fede
l~ltlisl;s, all(} iliC " B'rit'islt lJ(11)fy ill Jlnlfrieo;" acting upon the 
pl'ill(~iplcs and pl~lns of- tlle :years fi9!} and 1800, as di7Jltlgetl 
by tlle';'l' llgent, 'VILTAIAM COBBET'r; an(ll'cccntly pronlu]ged 
and sanctioned, by tIte a,cts U1td proClCtr1l1atio'11S of the Go-tCJ'·l'.OJ' 

of CCLllCldll. 

Fl'onl tlle 1101101·, princil}les alld jll,stiee of evcr~" ('itizen 
l1alllcd 011 tllC Electoral 1}'ickct, by tlle convcntioll at I~allcas
ter, the (lelllOCl'atie par1y '''Ollld be entitl('d to expcct a votc 
in favor of JA~IES l\l".~DISON and ELBItIDGr~ GERRY; all(l it is 

W!tll satisfactioll tlle conllnittcc ~tffirlll, tll~lt tllCY Jla,'c I'C
ceived froIll evel-Y district tlle firmest aSSllrances tllnt c,rery 
Elcctol' on tlle relu~lican ticket "rill vote for Jamps Ma(lison 
as President and Elbridge Gerry as V ice Presi~cnt of tlle U'lli· 
ted States 

From tlle rnembers ol' Congress, and the members oftbe 
State Legislature, who COllc\l!'red in tlle nol\1lination of James 
Madison and Elbridge GerJ'!I, the demoeratic part~ are 



s 

entitled to expeet a prODlpt and zcalous" exel'tion, to ensurc 
the 5~lccess of the Electoral Ticket. · 

_ From e,-ery independent, patriotie, incorruptible demo
erat, bis brethren Jlave a right to expect, and do expect, in the 
Sltpport oftJle nomination of JAMES MADISON and ELBRIDG-E 

GERRY, a display of good faith, public vinne, and' political . ' 

consisten(~y • 
Un.ler these auspieious exp8etations, and under the assu-, 

rances ,ve have recei,·ed fronl every district of PellDsylvsllia, 
well may the democratie party, at tbis crisis,resolve, in de
Jianee of internal and extel'nal enemies, to pre serve the "vir
tue, Liberty and Independence" of Pennsylvania, by the in; 
illI\~ce of theil· votes, as well as by thr' force of their arm,s. . 

We are, fellow citizens, 
• 

y our sincere friends, 

CO)lHITTEE Rooy, 

JACOB BOLGATE, 
JOHN BINNS, 
JOHN GEYER, 
JOHN PORTER • 

• 

Plziladelpllia, October 12, i8i!. 

PENJI'SYLV./INIJJ. ELECTOB.B.L TICKET. 

Charles Tbompson, 
b'avid Mitchell, 
PaldCox~ 
Isaac W orreil. 
),Jie~\el Baker, 
J08eph Engle. 
James. l~ulton, 
lsaiah Davi.s, 
.lolln Whitehill, 
.Edwar(l Crouch, 
H~h Glasgow. 
David FullertOIl, 

V,vid Meade. 

Samuel Smith, 
Robert Smith, 
Nathaniel Michler, 
Charles Shoemwr, 
James Mitcbell, 
.Tohn Mutray, 
element Paine, 
Arthur Moore, 
Henry Alshouse, 
James Stephenson 
Abia l\linor, 
A~SQD TannelU11, 

• 
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