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TIIE GERRY-MANDER. 
~-----

A new speeies of Monster, which appeared in Essex South DiJtrict in Jan. 1812. 

" o generation of VIPER! ! u:lw lwth -æarlled you of tlte wl'ath to come ?'~ 

1'HE horrid l\fonst~t(,r "Tlich thi:, t1rawing ic: n forrect represenfation, appcare.} in th~ County of Essex, during 
tbe Ta5tsession of the J.JCgislaturc. Various and manifold have bcen the sPI~CIII<lfions anrl ('t)J}jr·t..hltl's, amOll!! karncLl 
naturali.lIts rcspectin~ the gmu~ aDJ origin of .t.bis astonishing produetion. Surne bdievc it to he the n'" l /J/lsrli.(/,., a cr,'a­
ture which had becn SlJi)~NI to exist olllv in the rOd's imagination. Otbers pronounee it ttJc"'rrl'l'!H .Hol/llf'fl"m{us 
of Pliny, or sin!!;le.headed H'fdra, a rerril:Ue anima of pagan cxtrad.ion. Many are of opininn that it is thc {;,'!/Jin or 
-'lipp{l(rff of romance, which floLJrishMl in the dark agrs, and has come hither to assist the knight of tht> (l1l'fd ('Olllltr­

nan('e ill restoring Ihat ~loomy perio:1 of ig-norance, fiction and imposition. Home think it Iht' great Ht'd Drag-un, nr Bun. 
yun 's ApolllJ/}tI or the l'lonBirum Horrendum øf Virgil, nud all beJieve it a creaturc of infernal origiu, boLh fr·.,ffi il~ aspccf, 
aDd from the circumstance of its bhth. 

But fbc It>arn"d Dor-tor Wat(!Tgruel who ill (amoIl! for pecping umkr the skirIs nf n:\tlJre. ha!> dccidcd that it be.;. 
lon~s to thf' ""nl"mander tribe, an:l givc!oI m:\uy plausible reasons (or this opinioll Ile says tbollgh tlll: Ilcvil himsclf 
1nU"t umlouht"oly have heeu concerned. either direct\.\1 or imlirectly in the procreation ofthis monstrr, Jet m:lIlY powerful 
t:all~f'S mllst have concllrrcci to g'ivc it existellce. amongst which m\lst he reckoncd lhl~ prfl'~nt cumhustiblc I\n\\ venoroolls 
stale ofaffairs. Thcre havl~ I"'en, (says the Doclor) many fiery eblll\itions of party spirit, m;\II.V explosions ofdcmocmtic 
wr"tll ilnd fulminationsof ~nber:laton .. 1 vrngeance wilbin the :Vfar pftSt, which wouhl natnrally produee an nneommon de­
~rænf infb.' ,,,,:>'itl/l anli acrimony in the boely politic, Hul as the Sa!amanue!' rnnnot he gC;'l'rah'd (~"I'I'pt ill th~ mo .. t po­
tent de~rce ofhl·at. he thinks Ihe5e malignant caulC!', coald not alone have rrouuccd !luch (li:llml!cal ("ffi·et!>;. He thc-retore 
3scribfos the r..:tl birth :mcl material uistt!nce ofthi!i mC)n~f.·r; in all itf:: horrors, tc, the alarm w"ieh IIIS EXC('lll'ncy tbe 
Governor and his frirnds cxperienced Icbt seasoRs while Ihey wcre uoder the inflllt,t\cc ot tlll' I)o!!.star ftllli the COlllet-aml 
'While his Excellcncy wn .. pregna:JI, with his la!lt Fipccch, his liheUo1Js message, ard Il lIumerOIlS ·Iilter of IJe\V juJ.!{(·s and 
other animal'!, ofwhich Iw has (,i:lce been happily <lelivered. This fnght anfl purturbatilHl \Vas occasionl'tl hy un inccluliary 
lette'r threatcnin~ ltiru wi1h firt~.brands, nrrows !lnd rfeatb ; (if hi~proclamalian :!; ta be crellth·t!) whiclJ \Vas s('nt to hirn 
UV some mi!!chi,~volls wf,g-ht, probably some rogne of Ilis own party, to fry Ihr st,ren,g-th of IJis Excell ~tlcy's !'lind. 1\'ow 
I,is Excellency bein!: sOlllrwhat like Il tintler-iJOrn, and his pilrty ver.yliablt·!o take firc-, fhry must of cn~)f..,e have been 
tJlrown into a most fearflll panic, ('xtrernely dangerous to persons in lhcir situation, t.nd calculatetl to llm'!uce the most 
diis<16troU:t dIccl:s upon thdr unbom progeny. 

From tlltost' premist'!; tlle sagadous Doctor most solcmnly aTcrs (beTe ran he no donht tlmt !his mon!lf.-r i ... :l ~['!, 'line 
Salamander, thOllgh by no m('3n~ periect In all its meUlbers ; n circlIm"tance however which J!oes far to prove> its il.~~iti­
RlRCY. Hllt as ihis Crt:aturc has ht~n engemlered anlll)fot1~ht fortia under the ,lIbli,"~st auspiccs, he propost's l hat il J1amc 
~holilll bf. ~i~'elllo H, expressivt":lfits ~cnll~, al the !lame time conveying 1111 cl".!!:tnt and vt'ry appropriatc complim"II! le; 
hiS ExceJlency the Gov~rnor, "ho is kuown to be dl" zealous patron and pro/JIolt"r of wtutevt'f is ,ww, H~1 ol!io;hi,,!!, ard 
p.rrafic, especi"lJy of dutnestic ~'rlJ\'lh an'} manIIfaeture. J.~or these TCl1S0i'III anti other va1tt:\hle cOllsidcrat ion ... t hl' Bor.tor 
has clecre::d that this monster sftall be denorninated a Gerr,,·mander, a name that must cxct'('dinglv grati~v tlw pi\rt'ntal 
hosom of our worthy Chi,'f Magi~trate, and prove 1;0 highly fiatteriIi!.'; to hi!> nrnhition, tlmt thl' Doclor may coltfidcntly 
pzpect in return for his iugenuity and fidelily, some heoc'ils a liUle more lI§lib!>talltial that) the COlllIllO" rc\riud of \"irtne. 

Tlmt nsstute naturalist Lucricostns however ill the 20th scction nf 11 is in valnahlc not('~ ti pon t he ~alam:mc Trr, cJe:uly 
r-ollcws that "lis word is a COfflJption of the Latin Salirnania, f'xprt'bsing til(" rllaradc.'ristic di!>likc and almost h~'dwphobic 
ilntipathy ofthat animal for sea salt: "Owcillge (to use the words of the ,Jlithtr) Il) Ihf' propC'rtil'S arul "irtUt·~ of 1 hl' I\ayclc 
~'minerall~, as is well knowcfl to moste folke, in dampeinge the h('at(~ of tl!",i c!('mcllft" f (yrC', wl\('rein t !:C' "ayd(~ hCilf>t~ 
"doth nbide, so that ifa pieceofsalt, or a 111 marine thin~e he placcd nt';'rl" it, it Iloth(' fref il ~olC'ly, aurl ('nral.,re it to !'iUrll 

,e madnesse tbat it tlotbe incontin~ntly throw from its mouthe a vl'nomOIlS spill le, \lhieh dnlhe tarni~hc li Ild tlt'~IJOY all tlmt 
,. is of worth or value fhat it tallethe UpOlI. A further and most manyfl'st "runlc' of wllldl (!('.ltllil'" hal re.! appl·ltn·the in 
(C that, whc'rc:ls, 011 Rod nt-are the rt'nohnoo salt mOl1nfaYII(', so c:.tIlNI. :l1II\,,):,t 'lll,·llw lIl:lfvdls an" w!ll1'krs with whieh 
" it dotheahoundc, not am ofthis Li.:arde specit"s hatlllwcu disco I t'raolr t"hrrryn('." \Vc~ 1"\ rdclle prnpth(', with IIIt.~ ut­
most dl'fercn(',(' to the in~cnious Ooc!or's opinion, tbat the t('rm Gtr~y-nillnitl hc' suhslitult'd 'ur (j pr r.) .'::,Intlt·r. as highly 
descriptive ,botb of the singular fcrocity of the monst("r in question, l,nd the influcllcc wbich the n~,)(ja .t ccrtain pcriotls, 
more CSPCCll'UJ on theapproach of Aprii, is SUPIJoscd to excrt o\'er it. 

A fr~('nd of ours IH~~ furtber f,ng~esfro that thrre is n {lfculiar fc1icity at the prrscnt tim~ in mlopting the ferm 
GerT,Y-manla, 3S accordin~ to his definition, Gerry jf> dt'tin'l1 from th~ Fn'nd, GUI'rr", or tbr. Italian, Guerra, (war) ami 
~bat It 1herefore pos~ the double advantage of (~xprcssing thecharacteristic ft.·lneity of this mnll,.;h·r. and tl:al magmn .. 
'!'I0us ~!lge fot war "hich seem, to 118ve fak"n sueh pO!lS('5Sion of ollr 'Worl hy Ch ief 1\1 a~istratt~ ilml his fricnds. Uut \\'C mt'O­

'Lon,thls m«:rely Røan ingcRlouII speculation, IJCing weU convinced ollrselves, notwitluilancJing appt·.anu;('e;. o( the trnly 
pacdic ~nhmcn'" of that great mnD, uhme mild and charilahte tJemmcil' Jn~ e.f his political opponl'nts haTe h:ul such Il 
,W)m.crfu( c11l'ct in cO!lvincing tb~;r rrnson,nUl\,ing the spirit of pnrly, ami in reconciling an conflicting oJ)imon!!, 
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The Gerry-mander. 





.,.."..".,.......,..",."" .. ,..,...,....,..,.,.,.,."."..,..~.".,..."""..,. ,..",,.,.,,. "',.,..".....",.. ,..",.,.."., ,,..,.,.,..,.,,.,. "''''''''''''.r';. 

~ 
~ 

J 
~ 
~ 
~ , 
'\ 

~ 
~ , 
~ , , 
\ , , .. 
~ 
\ 

I 
J 
,~ 

.~ 
i ~ ~ 
i ~ , , , \ , , \ 

+",~,~~,~",~~'I"'~~'~"''''''';''~'~'~~'~;~~~''~'I~'~'+ 
., o ge:ouation of V JI'~l1~ I "I". h"th uarned !Jou of the ,.rat:, lo comø 'I" 

TUE horrid '(01"le~.llr wllkh t"'1 du.winr; i. ",...orrect rfprllltn:ation, D[>peared in ti,. (.olln~J e.f EuclI. '!"ring the 
last Stllion or the l..e!l:blattlre. V~rioul a~.l m",;folll h~ve lwen the 8P.tcul~liolll .nd cun.i~clulel ~mol'g Icarmd n:,lurRIi.t~ 
re'p"eting the (ellU~ ~A4 origin ofilli. uleni''';''g produet.on. floIlIe beheve Il 10 be Ibe rrallJlI>;!;,k, .. CU-Il!UI~ "l.id, hød Iw~Jl 
IIIPPOICd ~o e.,a~t, only in the potl', im:l;ltlRalilln. Olber. r"?n~unce il.lh.e Set'pen, Al.n.c,~~<Wl', nf l'liny. or .;i'K~e·"tDd~,.l li!.. 
dr",,, ten',bl<: IUllmalof pagan nll'aCtlon, Many Rre or QPlnion lbillt IS the Griffin Ol" H,,,pDJriJ'ol I LmallCe. wh,ch fI"urLP.hl'll 
in the d3rk ages. and lIal C<1me bit"er to 8M8i~t Ihe knigbt rt tI.e rueful countcT.AIICe ill rUl",.i"g th.1 g:OOR"'Y j'Orriod of igr.<:­
rane!!, fiction and imposilion. Some tbink it lhu ,red Red Draron, Ol' Bunyun'8 /lpoll!Jonol' lhe .'11""irvm IJ"m,d"m of "il't", 
:.nd all helicve it a ereature of infernal "ri gin, botb from it. upect. Ind fr<..rn the c:ircun'~lallC:es !ff ilS bi,'lh. 

Hut lhe lurned Duetor W:ller,rud wbo i. famoll. f.J' peepinlf und, r the .kUlt of JlIlIUT~, t,~, dtc:ided tll"t it belongs tn 
\hl! ,41al"lIUJ.nck1' t~ibe, and pnslllllny plau.ib1e re"Un~ r~ tI .. 1 r·l,imon. Ue Illyt Il.ulIgh th lle\'il himlelf mult olIIw:'ubtcdh 
),:"r: beL11 C'cmcerned. eithcr directJy c.r indirl:clly in the prorreat:,m ol' \l.is mOh~ter.) et "",ny pOIl"crful caUle& must !lQve cmi. 
cllrrell to giv~ it ,,,iuence, amonglt whiell mv.t be lec;koned dll' pre-sl'llt cumbus,ible ani vellOllllo1U state of' .fTaifl. Thcre hare 
'CCI1, (illyllhe Oo.:\or) many ftery ebuliitior,1 ofplirly apirit. m~\'y nplosiol1& cf dern",,:.lic ",·.'h and fulminalion. o!' (1lb~l'. 
n"t"rial 9('ngelnce \l'i~hin the lear put, whkb wuuld uatur .. U)' I'rndlu'e 11IlIlI1CllmJl1',D tle,;rcc ol' iueammal,on t.nd aerimol'lY in tI.e 
"cxJy polilie, Bilt ~'Ihe S.lamandcl' eallnot be !'1'neralecl t'~c;l'pl iu 111t, mo,! pIJI .. ,,1 d,'arL'c of t>f'At, he II,ill".' ,hilse mal J'lar.t 
CII'JIIU, eould not elone bave prudllced IlIeh ,li,bolie.t elfcell, Ilc Ih~r!.f(Jre lEcr,l,n the rul I:.inh .,,<} mat,eri.l csi<teaec or 
tLIJ mon.tur. in 111 il. b(lrrtJr', ta Ihe III.rm 'I\'!1;tb hi, r.uen."ry Ill .. (h,urnClr IInu his fritlllls nptritl'Cllol lan 5f".Lon, y; hil p. 
they were linder lhe i"Uuenc;c nf d'e D;)g.tlu.r & ,Jre (;ulJle:-:tfld III,ik his Excelkllcy \1'&1 pre-gw/I;! \lilh l,i. JlIJIl ,pl'fcb, hi. liret· 
(11111 11I'''=-IC~. an.l" Olll1ll:rUII ... liller of new jl&<1, •• and <r,I.er l ... iu,:.I8, of '<Io1,;clt be 1,IlS since be"tl bllf.pil~ ~cli\'er"l1. '("bi, 
Irirln &Ild l'urturbllLion ~·R. ocra~lImell by an lncendia;" leltrr Ilm·altnir.g Ioim wilh li! e·hrlond., ~1" ""'. alltl dr.lh ; (il' b:s pr,,· 
clamati"n i, &O be crtditedJ. w',ieh WI.StAl 10 him b)' M(}~ mi.rhit:voul \\ii;tll, rl'lJb~"ly '0"'41 "'gue of bi. own party. to lry Ihe 
IIrengLb of bi. Es:t!lel.ey • IIIIr.d. Now I,i. E~cdlcnc}', ll~ill/(' ,olllewhat like: a ,il,der horn. rnd I,i. par,)' Vtl)' j;~trle 10 t"k .. 
firt, Lhe)' mu •• of CLurw I,.,e been tbrown int. a mu.t f~ al ful pllRic;, eXlrcrnely dtor'bcr('liS to pp' i(oni ;D l!'cil' ailuati"n. II:"~ 
calc;uJjted la prr,c1Il(,1! Il'e DlO.t di,.lll'Ou, .. ff' .. et. I'pon Iheir unbor/l proge/l}'. 

From tllllil premi~fI Ihe .. r,aeioWl IloclOr lnO'\ lolemnly anr. thcre can be no r.1oul>1 !I,ct lhi, mont:er is a ter.ll;n'!' 
Salatl\amhr, tholJ~h by ilO \IIe:r.n~ I, .. ,feet in all Hø \Ilt lIlLeu l a eirel,mstallce ),owI;.er "bi,," ge,ei rar 10 r,reve it. lfl!itimk)'. D' : 
al this uuture h •• beeu'l1J;tnde~ .. d .. nd bl'ollgtol forth u/lder lh •• 1I1.1;I'/IO'.t au'p~' ·~.l.e prqlo~fSl1,al.n~,"oul.1 Le givcn:, 
it, upreni\'c of it, gtnuK, .. n,t at tl.c urnc tillle ,'ol1\~)i.g In el~g .. r.t M.d ,er, ILp(>fopri,.tt comJllimetll to ~~lIctlcy tlle C, 

~~";~;~,~:~~~ ~n;!:f::t:,~heF!~a;h~:e ~~~.~~,~"~~ef(~:"~~:/;!~~~:'~ ~::~~~J~~~:i~:'~~~i:!' ;t!e:~~ll::r~II:~·r:i.r.h~~11r,,~f :.~::;~;, 
II,.U be lienominaL<'<i a Cer,,Y,mlncle;·,:1 n .. me tht.l mua', cscudil.f\,ly Cr.lif, Il t I'~Jcr.1:.ll:o.rm I.f I."r ""rlhy l'hid ~bg;.lrnlf', 
and prove lO high;)' Hattrnng to I,i. arnloil,j"n. 111I~t tJ,c I)o<.l"r n,u) cor,r.drnli} :'lI:(lcct in r~I'1I1I tor L;. it'cenllily ",d (delj', 
,"me benefit5 Il little more .ub~'a"lill Iban Ihe cam man .rcwlm) (Jf ,irtue. 

ThM aI.tule n~tul'ali51 Luhi(n~I ... bowenr in I'II~ :;:6\h fl CLion (Of "i~ ir,nIIlRl,le Ilr,I~N 'T.:n Il,e hlLlll1,r,dn, c!u.: 1;, 
,h .. ,.., lh:.t Ihia "'Md i.:I corruplioll ol' Ihe I.ltln Sa!;mani:.. ur" ~!oil ~ \I,e c 1,.rp(leri"ic lli.Lk~ at,d Iln,I.~1 Ilyurllpl;ul.io: U,I, 
plthyof Ibat "niJIIUllarsf'1I ult , "ll,,'cillg-O' (to Ufie Il,,, "ur":. d' Ihe .u11lQri le ,tc pl< I"Hiu u,c.1 \illllt~of!h'uyde mir.rrllll,' • 
.. u is well kuc.w(!\ 10 mllslefl>lkr, in d:'U\I";"I~ Il .. I,t:' Ioc "f II'ot c.ltU1U1I.: I..ff)"l'" '<IoI,~t&LI\\l,e '.;,dc hr;I.I(! .,)(,11. IIbid~,lIn th~: 
II if • pi .... e CJ( IAlt. or any lI'arillc IhioF,l' Ill: ~ 1;,n,l .', are il, il t!,.IJ.C fret it ,"Itl)'. :or.u tllr: Il" :t lo .u~b mpllneue \hal i~ 
"<Iothe inconlintlltly tbr 'W from its rr,I,ull:" lo I', ",~"t.~ lilill!". lO Jur to <1"II,c 1~llli.1 e ,,'d de,'(tIiY dl Il':I! it 'Jf wo.lh Or ,,:&.Iut 
"Ihal il fa!lett.e IIp,m: A fu .. thn nr,.1 n,c>1. n::n,~ (u1 (', cot-e of ... I,id, d(~dlie hall td arreartll,e in ,l,~t. \1 ),~rtl~. on lind r.~I1"r: 
.. Lhe rel,ounrd salt mr.un\IIY;w. so ull«l. H~l'I\L .. lir 1\,., lTl::nell ... d \lLI',d~'M , .. ilb 'ol lic:h it ck,d.e I,t li ;ale. ,..,t anl .f It,il 
.. '~iznr~e !prc;,,! I".lt, h', Il diE("~H',:.ble ti HI ~ r~." '"" Il C'rde're ,'re r "''', "ill> ,) e 1I1I':"U d~I"" Hf' 1'-' ll"t' iT grNOUS ,Dnt'; 
tCJt ø c.r"r.,un. tI,at t1,c """' C"'T!! n:e "'" h· ".I,lI'h' "1«, h,,· 1;," \ '1" I dtt. u 1,:,,},lj Jnu-'l'!11 f h"h L l I1 C ~II f"IU f~r('~,ty c;, 
Ihe mOM~~r in qutAlion. al,<ill,c il1fit:l.' LC ,h'" I, Ih I ~(l, ILl Il itl,'" III i~d~, ft:"'~ "l'tfj~lI} (,lo ll,t ai pli .... .!' c.l ..... ril. is ~L'P' 
posed lo (:tut o"('~ ir, 

A .'Iiu~d e.f O\l'~ hJI ft:?\l,cr :' :·f.H~f ,i l i, ! tI • j, a I fl "li",. r, li. i'y .1 Il" fl Hl'lIl I:'" e in .,tl tltil'lJP; Il,e- t~nn Gnr:" 
m.nia,1I Pr,cOIdj"g 10 l,i5 .!d:"iti"n, 1.." Y i. ,'to ;Hll l. I 11 c f-" '" l, Gl" rl~, or Ih 'I»lian Cm rra (v:u) and Iht it thcrdine 
pa4".~ts I he doublr "hlm'"ge: cf <! :'1' ! "7';: 11,< ,;,~:: _, '" iHic f<"", f <. fil,is nWIn,.r, .r.d Il,a' 1II:'gr'bn·,...'''''' r';e fe>r .... lt" 
.. bie-h .rnn~ In 1\11\(' I>l-tll tIld, r.'" . , .... ~~ ,I.l",: 'I \ (l,i,1 ~h~:'.)I'.:" I" d )"Ii Iliuo~, 1.1,1 \Il n,tl'lli',/llhi$ ftlorrel) nøl' 
jrg(lli""Uf.(,C'\llali~,,, )"ci"ll' weU con'·" ,': ,ol "lt." "'\11< id"I~1 :tl'~ I ,rUr"I\!~5. 0:.1 II,e Irul}' p.t:r,~ Il nlin,nlS c,f Ib.t gr"L' 

~:~~~~~' !';':~~':~:~ ~(I\d ;'/,~:;I; t':.(;~~'~:, . ;;' >: ~ I ,,~'}.~~ ~ ':il'~~: ;l'!;~,'~ I;I!:'I:~\'~ hol ,'.d, 8'" /<' ... /001 ,f'Ht ;" c' fI";"C;:"?: 'J".' 
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