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Scrmon 1.

oy

Jubpr 5.

Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the
common salvation, it was needful for me tc write unto you
and exhort you, that ve should earnestly contend for th:
Saith swhich was once delivered urio the saints.

L}
THL writer of this epistle was him who in the gospel
1s called Judas not Iscarivt. The epistle itself is called
generaly not being addressed to any particular person or
people ; and may therefore be of more commeon concern.
In the passage I have read we may notice, First, The oc-
cusion there was for writing : iz was needful.  The apos-
tle did not write for writing sake; but to guard them
against certain men who had crept into the churches wra-
wares—t1rning the grace of God into lasciviousness,and deny-
ting the onlu Lord Gody and our Lord Jesus Christ. (ver. 4.)
—>Nccendly, The carnestness with which he engagedin it :
rlc geve wll diligence. The word* signifies haste, forward-
ness, diligent care ; somewhat like that which a pdrent
voild feel in pulling a child out of the fire. (ver., 23 )—
Thiedlyy, The su{yvcf on which ke wrote : the common sul-
‘0., This farnishes a reason for Lis being so much i
carnes: = the very vitids of christianity were struck at.
Had not this been ter case, it miay be they would not
have heard from him. Yheu Haman had conspired
against the Jews in Persia, vou recollect the petition of
Iisther, and the manner in which it was addressed to the
king. After inviting hitn to Ler banquet, and postponing
the matter till she had whetted his desire to the utter-
most, she at length uttered her request : I T heve found
Savou -~ in 1‘/1] sighty O Xbig, end ific pleaee the King, let my
LAVE b gicen me a iy pretitice, and imy PEOPLE &' muy re

* U’?Iﬁbst.
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278 dhe Compion Salvation.

guest ! For we are soldy, I and my feofiley to be destroyed, to be
sluing and to frovish @ but if we had been sold for bondmen and
bondwomeny I had held my freacey although the enemy could not
couaterveil the king's dumage!  Something like this seems
to be the spirit of this passage. It is as if the writer had
said, If the e¢nemy had levelled his weapon against any
thing but the very heart of the gospel, I might have held
my pcace.

The amount is: THE COMMON DOCTRINES OF THE
GOSPEL ARE OF THE FIRST IMPORTANCE TO BE TAUGHT
BY US AS MINISTERS, AND RETAINED BY US AS CHRIS-
TIANS. _

In discoursing on the subject, I shall endeavour to as-
certain wherein the common salvation consists; Inquire
why it is so called ; and shew the importance of its being
made the grand theme of our ministrations, and the first
object of our attachment. X

I. Let us endeavour to ascertain whercin the common
salvation consists.

There can be no doubt, I think, that by this phrase is
meant the gospel salvation. It is the same thing as 4
faith once delivered to the saints: thé common faith, after
which Titus is said to have been begotten.* In a word,
it is that which in the New Testament is peculiarly de-
nominated tke gosfrel.

But the question returns: What is the gospel ! Great
diversity of opinion prevails on this subjects One de-
nomination of professing christians tell you it is one
thing, and another, another; and how shall we judge
amidst such discordant accounts? If I were to tell you
that such and such doctrines constitute the gospel, you
might answer, This is only my opinion, which is sub-
ject to error, equally with that of other people. For this
reason I shall not attempt to specify particulars, but men-
tion certain scriptural mediums by which you yourselves
may judge of it.

First : We may form a judgment whereirf the gospel
consists, by the bricf descrifitions which are given of it.—
The New Testament abounds with these descriptions :
it delights in epitome. For example: God so loved the
world that he gave his only-begutten Son, that whosoever be-

* Titus 1. 4.
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lieveth in him showld not fierish but iave everlasting life.
This is the common salvation : and surely 1 need not ask
whether the doctrine which denies the fierishing condition
of sinners by nature, and supposes the unspeakable gif? of
heaven to be a mere fellow-creature, sent only to instruct
us, and to set us a good example, can comport with this
representation.—Again : T%e Jews require « sign, or mir-
acle, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: but we prireach Christ
crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block, and to the Greeks
Joolishness ; but unto them that are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.
This is the common salvation. We hear of preachers
knowing their auditors, and preaching accordingly : but
Paul went straight forward, regardless of the desires of
men.—Again ; I determined not to know any thing amung
you but Jesus Christ and him crucified. In cach of these
passages, the gospel is supposed to be summarily compre-
hended in what relates to the person and work of Christ.
This is the foundation which God hath liid in Zioi::
this is the common salvation.—Again; I d.c. 're unto yru
the gospel which I preached unto you, whick also ye have re-
ceived, and wherein ye stand ; by which also ye are saved, if
ye keep in memory, or hold fast, what I fireached unto you, un-
less ye have believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first ¢f
all, that which I also received, how that Christ died fur our
¢ing according to the scrifiturcs : and that he was buried, and
that he rose again the third day, according to the scrifitures.
Here also we see what is the gosprel, and what that is on
which the present standirg, and final salvarion of christians
depend : and I appeal to every thing that is candid and
impartial in my hearers, whether sucl. importance can
be attacred to the death, burial, and resurtvection of Christ
upon any other principle than that of his dying in our
stead, and rising again as our forerunner !—Finally ;
This is a faithful seying, and worthy of all acceptation, thar
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners, of whom I
em cki-f* ‘This language supposes, that in coming into
the world, our Lord was voluritary, or that it was with
de:ig , which supposes his pre-existence; and that this de-
Sign was (o save inners, the chicf of sinners. In calling it
a fuithful or true saying, it is intimated that ic was so much

£ Johmiii 16, 1 Cor.1.22—24. 1Cor. 1. 4. 1 Conr. xv, 1—4.
1Ten t 23
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L4
the theme of the apostle’s ministry, and so well known
amongst christiuns, as to become proverbial. A4 seying
crown into credit by experience of its truthy is the definition
which has been given of a proverb; and such was the
true saying of Paul. TlLis therefore must be the gospel
—the common salvation.

Secondly : We may judge wherein the common salva-
tion consists, by the dricf descriptions which are given of
he fuith of primitive christians. ‘This, as well as the gos-
pely is frequently epitomized in the New Testement; and
it may be expected tha. the one will agres with the
other. So we preach, and so ye believed. The creed of
the first belicvers, 1t has often been remarked, wos ver:-
simple, 1 believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of Godmm Wi, -
svever believethhat Jesus is the Christ, iz born of God—W /o
‘s he that evercometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus
i3 the Son of God © Believing is called receiving the witness,
or record, of God—.ind this is the record that Godhath given
to us cternal lifey and this life 1s in his Son * ‘There are ma-
ny other important truths, no doubt, the belief of which is
necessary to salvition ; such as, the being and perfections
of God, the evil of sin, &c.; but they are all involved
in the doctrine of Christ and him crucified. This all-im- .
portant principle is a golden link, which if laid hold of,
draws with it the whole train of evangelical truth. Let
a 1an cordially embrace tlis, and you may trust hiin
for the rest.

There are, I conccive, four thmgc which essent Lally be- .
long to the common salvation ; its nﬂ‘c.mtfy, is vicericus
mediuin, Ats freeness to the thef of sinners; and its Aely cf7-
cacy. If we doubt whether we stand in need of salvation,
or overlook the atonement, or hope for an interest in it any
otherwise than as unworthy, or rest in a mere speculative
opinion which has no effectiii influence on our spirit and
conduct, we are at prescat unbelicvers, and have every
thing to learn.

II. Inquire wherefore it is called the common sal\u

tion ?
Three reasons may perhiaps be assigned for this.
First: It isthat in which al the sacred awriters, notwith-

standing their diversity of ages and gifts, «re ogreed in

= Acts vin. 37, Johnv. 1, 5,9, 11.
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teaching. 'The Old Testament writers understood it much
less than the New ; but they all died in the faith of it.
‘They testified of the suffert. gs of Christyand of the glory that
should follow—"To him gtve all the prophets witness. The
New Testament writers differed widely as to talents.
Panl rcasoned; but Christ and him crucified was his
theme. JoAr had more of the affectionate: he was bap-
tized, as it were, in love; but the Lamb that was slain
was the great object of it.  There is no other name, said
Peter, given under heaven, or among men, whereby we
must be saved ; and John stood by his side and assented.
I, any of the New Testament writers could be supposed
to dissent, it would be James, who wrote fully upon the
nceessity of good works : but he was of the same faith,
and only pleaded for shewing it by his works.

Secenddly o Tt 1s th.at which 1s eddressed to sinners in com-
mon, without distinction of character or nation. The
nicssages o grace under the Old Testament were princi-
pally acdressed to a single nation: but under the gospel
they are addressed to all nations, to every creature. The
promises of mercy are indeed made only to beiievers ; but
its invitations are addressed to sinners The gospel feast
is spread, and ail are pressed to partake of it, whatever
has been their previous character.

Thirdly : It is that in which a/l bclievers, rotwithstand-
ing their different attainments and advantages, ure in sub-
stance agreed. It is fitly compared to milk, which is the
natural food of children. There may be great darkness,
imperfections, and’ error; and many prejudices for and
against distinctive names : but let the doctrine of the
Cross be stated simply, and it must approve itself to a re-
newed heart. A real christian cannot object to eitirer of
those four things which were considered as belonging to
the common salvation :—to the necessity of it, the vica-
rious medium of it, the freeaess of it, or the holy efficacy
of it.

I11. Shew the importance of its being the grand theme
5{ our ministrations, and the first object cf our attachment.

It 1s that which God hath ever blessed to the salvation
of sinners, and the edification of belicvers—The primitive
christians lived upon it—Times of great revival in the
church have always been distinguisied by a warmg ad-

Bs 2
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herence to1t.  In the dark ages of popery, the school-
men, as they arc called, employed themselves in deciding
curious points ; but at the time of the reformation, the
«common salvation was the leading theme. Those minis-
ters whose labours have been more abundantly owned
for the promotlor\ of true religion, have been distinguish-
ed by their attachment to the common truth; and those
¢ hurclies which have abounded the most in utal and prac-
ticai godliness are such as have not descended to curious
researches, nor confined their approbation to elegant
preaching, but have loved and lived upon the truth from
whomsoever it has proceeded.

There are three things in particular from which we are
:n danger of neglecting the common salvation, both as
preachers and as hearers :

First : A pretended regard to moral and firactical pireach-
gy to the disregard of evaergelical firincifile.  All preach-
iag, no doubt, ought to be practical ; and there are no
greater enemies to the Cross of Christ than men who can
bear nothing but what soothes and comforts them: but
this is not the only extreme. Almost all the adversaries
of evangelical truth endeavour to cover their dislike to-it
under an apparent zeal for ¢ morality, the christian tem-
per and christian practice.” If we neglect the common
salvation in our ordinary labours, morality will freeze upon
our lips, and neither the preacher nor the hearer be much
inclined to practise jt. To lose a relish for the common
salvation is the first step towards giving it up: and the
effects of this we are warned against from the example.
of the angels who kepet not their first estate.

Secondly : The love of novelty—Both preachers and hear-
crs are in danger of making ligiht of common truths, and
of indulging in a Spirit of curious Specufation. This will
render preaching rather an entertainment, than a benefit
to the soul. We are commanded to feed the church of
God........ ...not their fancies, or imaginations, nor merely
their understandings; but their renewed minds. It in-
dicatcs a viclous taste, and "aflords a manifest proof of de-
generacy, Where the common salvation is slighted, and
matters of refinement cu rul) pursued. hc doctrine
¢f Cheist crucified is full of the wisdom of God, and wiil
furnish: materials for the =rongest powars; end here we
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may dig deep in our researches: but if this subject has no
charras for us, what are we to do in heaven, where it is
their darling tiieme ?

Thirdly : A partial attachment to one or two particular
trutks, to the neglect of the great body of truth. It has fre-
quently been the case, that some one particular topic has
formed the character of an age or generation of men;
and this topic has been hackneyed in almost every place,
till the public mind has bccome weary of it; while otirer
things of equal importance have been overlooked. Beauty
consists in lovely proportion : and herein consists the hely
beauty of religion. When every part of truth has iis due
regard, and every part of holiness its share in our affec-
tions, then will the deauty of Jehovah our God be upion us,
and then will he estublish the work of our kands.

Finally: The common salvation, though it affords
ground for a universal application for mercy, yet wili be
of no essential benefit to us, unless it be specialiy em-
braced. Notwithstanding the indefiniteness of gospel in-
vitations, it is nevertheless true, that, He who belicverh and
1s baptized, shall be saved, and ke that delieveth net shull be
dami.ed!



Sermon 1I. |

PsarLm xc. 16, 17.

Let thy work afificar wito thy servaitsy, and thy glory unto
thoir children.  And let the beatety of the Lord our G.u be
upien ws ; a-d estublish thou the work of our hands ufior. us ;
yea, the work of our hands cstablish thou it.

IN cvery undertaking we have an end or ¢ads to an-
swer, .- wnich ail our lubours are directed. 1t is no icss
¢0 in religicus undertakings than in othiers ; and as these
are pure, end woithy of pursuit, such is the good or evil
of our exertions. W hut are, qr at least should be, the
great ends of a ciiristiun congregation in rearing a place
for divine worship?! What are the main desires of serious
people amongst you now it is reared? If I mistuke not,
they are depicted in the passage 1 have read :—'T'hat God’s
evurk may apfcar amo! gst vow i your own time——that it may
be continued to posieric—that God would beantify you with
sclvaiion—and firosfier the works of your hands 2

The psalm was written by Moses, probably on occasion
of the sentence of mortulity passed upon the generation of
Israelites which came out of LEgypt, on account of thcir
unbulief, as recorded in the xixth chapter of Numbers.
It was a heavy scntence, and very affectingly lamcuted
by tie holy man; but he discovers a greater concern for
the cause of God, than for the loss of temporal cormfort.
Hc prays that they may be taught to make such a usc of
this awful providence as to affdy their heavts u to wisduin ;
and that however God might afllict them during forty
yours wandering in the wilderness, he would bless thein
v it spivitual prospeiity.

Tis prayer was wmnswered. That generation wlich
w5 trained in the wilderness was, perhaps, the best that,
Toreel exhiiited during theie cxistence as a nation. It
15 of them that the Leid himseif spake, saying, 7:0-
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memicr theey the kindness of thy youly the love of thir:
esficusals, when tho: wentest after me in the wilderness, in a
laotd that was not scwn. Israel then wvas hiliness to the Lord.
Muy our prayer for the prosperity of God’s cause amongst
us be thus answered.

All I shall attempt will be, to review the cijects desired,
and shew the desirableness of them.

The objects desired, though expressed by the Jewish
lawgiver, have nothing in them peculiar to that dispen-
sation ; but are equally suited to our times, as to others.
They prove that the cause of God is one, through every
dispensation, and is directed to one great end—the estab-
lishment of truth and righteousness in the earth.

T'he first branch of this comprehensive petition is, That
God’s work might appear unto his servants. All God’s
works are great. Creition is full of his glory : provi-
dence is no less so : and each is sought out by thern that
have pleasure thercin. But it is evident that by the work
of God, in this connexion, is meant the operation of his
grace. When the Almighty took Israel to be his people,
he bestowed blessings upon them of two kinds ; temporal
and spiritual. He gave them the promise of a good land,
and of great prosperity in case of their obedience to his
will. But this was not all : he set up his cause amongst
them. They were his visible peoples by whom true re-
ligion was practised, and its interests promoted. It was
the carrying on of this cause that is here intended. It
was begun from the tkne when God made promise to
Abraham their grand progenitor, and was carried on du-
ring the lives of the patriarchs. When they were brought
out of LEgypt with a high hand, and formed into a people
for himself, it became more apparent, and yore a more
promising aspect; but wiacn they were doomed to die in
the wilderness, it secmed as if it must sink. Hence Moses,
who was tenderly affected with what concerned the hon-
our of God, pleads as he does. Thus he pleaded his
great name on a former occasion: and thus the prophet
Hubakkuk plecaded when Judah was going into captivity,
and the cause of God was likely to be ruined: G lLord,
revive thy work in the midst of the years ; in the midst of the
doore make kroten o oin wrath remember mercy !
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The work of God may be said to appicar amorgst wus
when sinners are converted to himself. Conversion is
not contined to Jews and heathens; but extends to sin-
ners oi ull ages and naions. It is not enough that we
are born und educated under the lhight of revelation, nor
that we yiceld a traditional assent to it. Nicodemus could
boust of all this, and more: yet he was told by the faith-
ful and true witness, that excefit @« man be burn again, he
canrot see the kingdom of heavein. Conversion work is pe-
culiarly the work of God. Ministers and parents may be
the instruments ; but God is the proper cause of it. None
but he who made the hgart of man can turn it from its
1coted aversion to the love of himself. Ministers and
parents know this by painful experience ; and therefore
can each adopt the prayer here presented as their own.
Wherever this work is, it will ef.#:car by its holy and hap-
py cffects. The drunkard will become sober, the chur!
liberal, the unclean chaste, and the malignant persecutor
of Christ’s pcople a humbie sufferer for his name’s sake.

The work of Ged will also appear amongst us it chris-
tians grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. The power of divine grace is
no less apparent in the carrying on of God’s work, than
in the beginning of it. Nothing short of an almighty
arm can preserve creatures, so prone to fall away, from
Sulling, and present those who aire so faulty, fauliless bcfore
the pirceence of his glory. And where this part,of the work
is, it will afirear also by its holy aad happy effects. Such
christians bear the most impressive testimony to the world
of tlie reality and importance of religion.

A second branch of the petition is, That God’s work
might so gppear as that there might be an iilustrious
display of his glory. All God’s works display Lis glory ;
but the work of grace in the salvation of sinners most
of all. Other things manifcst his wisdom and power;
but t.is his holy nature. The carrying on of kLis cause
in the world, by the conversion and sanctification of
sinners, gives a kind of visibility to the divine char-
acter. it is seen, and cven felt by the most abandored
of men. Ged is said to have apipicared i his glory in
builli g up Zion, after it had been broken down by the
Chaldeans. FEven thie heathen, when they saw what he
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had wrought, could nct forbear to acknowledge. 77e
Lord hath done great things for them! But the building
up of the gospel church, by turning the captivity of t! ose
who were the slaves of & dan, is still more glorious. The
Lord could accompiish the former wmerely by his pro-
vidence ; but the latter is the effect of the travail of his
soul.

It is requested, ‘third’y, That God would impart to
them his beauty : L.t the beaut; ¢f the Lord vur God
be upon us! All God’s works arc beautiful ; but saints
who are his workmans:.ip, are the subjects of a £oly beauty,
or of the bLeauty of holiness. They are comely through
the comeiiness which he puts upon them. Conceive of the
camp of Israel after they had been humbled, and taught
to fear the Lord their God. Two or three hundred
thousand godly voung peopie, following kim implicitly
in the wilderness, and trembling at the idea of repeating
the iniquitics of their fathers! This was a sight at
which even 2 wicked prophet was struck with awe, and
could not forbear exclaiming, flow goodly are thy tents, O
Jucob, und thy tabernacles, O Israel! Powerful are the
charms of genuine picty. Th:re is something in it that
disarms malignity itself, and extorts admiration even
from those who hate it. Milton represents the devil
himself, on his approaching paradise, as awed by inno-
cence, as staggered, as half inclined to desist from his
purpose, and feeling a kind of perturbation within him
composed of malignity and pity. Something likc this,
existed, methinks, in Balaam. He wanders from hill
to mountain, seeking for curses, but scattering bless-
ings ; sometimes half inclined to unite with God, and
concluding with a vain desire to die the death of the
righteous. Powerful, I repeat it, are the charms of gen-
uine piety. Conceive of a society of christians drinking
into the spirit of Christ, and walking according to bis
commandments. What an amiable sight! Beauriful as
Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, and terrible as an army wiih
banners ! So much as we possess of the spirit of true re-
ligion, so ncar as we approach its original simplicity, so {ur
as owr doctrine 1s incorrupt, our discipline pure and im-
partial, and our conversation as becometh the gospel, so
much of ¢the bcauty of the Tord our God is upisr us.
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A Sourth branch of the petition is, That Ged would set
s seal to their undertakings, and establish the work of
their hands : Eseablisn thou the work of cur hands upion us ;
yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.~It was the work
of Moses and Joshua, and the rest of God’s servants, to
mould and form the people, especially the rising gencra-
tion ; to anstruct them in the words of the Lord, and
Impress their hearts with the vast importance of obeying
them. And this Ins been the work of God’s servants in
every age. This is our objcct In our stated and occasional
labours, in viilage-preaciing, and in forgign missions ;
this is the object in the present undertaking: butall is
nothing unless God establish the work of our hands. Ex-
cept the Lord build the house, the builders labour in vain.
As we must never confide in God to the neglect of means ;
50 we must never engage in the use of means without a
sensc of our dependence on God.

Finally : Itdis requested that these blessings might ap-
pear both in their own times, and be continued to their °
posterity : Let thy work apifiear unto thy servants, who are
now alive, and thy glory unto their children, when they are
no more. It is desirable that true religion should be pro-
moted én our time. This indeed should be our first and
chief concern. Worldly men may care nothing about
this. If they gain but the corn, the wine, and the oil,
it is enough for them, but God’s servants cannot be hap-
py with mere temporal prosperity, if the interest of Christ
do not prosper. Nehemiah might have lived in affluence
at the court of Persia; but he could not enjoy it while
the city of his God was going to ruins. The true
labourers in God’s husbandry long to see it abound in
fruits : the builders of his temple desire to 3ee it rise.
-And though our own times lie nearest us, yet our prayers
and efforts must not be confined .to them, but extend to
fiusterity, The succeeding generation should he near our
hearts. In them we hope for materials for God’s build-
ing. The prayer of David would fit the lips of every
codly man, and especially of every godly parent:- Z%at
our sons may be as ofive-filants grown ufr in thar youth ; and
cr daughters as corner-stoxes, frolished after the similitude of
« fialace ! *
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I shall add a few words on the desirableness of the objects.

We have scen already that the manifestation of the
glory of God depends on the progress of his s.ork: by
how much, thercfore, we are concerned far the one, by
so much shall we be importunate for the other.  Itis for
the glory of God, that Satan’s kingdom should be over-
turned, and the kingdom of his Son established on its
ruins. This work is the sarvest of all God’s other works
of glory. It was glorious in him to promise to give Lis
Son the hecathen for his inhceritance, and the uttermost.
parts of the carth for his possession: but the glory of this
also depends upon its being performied. It was glorious
for Christ to die, that he might purify unto himself a pe-
culiar people, zealous of good works : but it is by *he actu-
al accomplishment of this object that his glory is perfect-
ed. It was glorious for God in hLis providence to drive
out pagakism and popery from this kingdom: but*f it
stop here, what are we the better? The cutting down of
weeds will be of but little use, it the pure seed be not sown,
and sprin;: up, and bring forth fruit in their place.

The progress of God’s work in heathen countries has a
close connexion also with our sptritual prosperity at home.
There is much beauty and propriety in the petitions of-
fered up in the Ixviith Psalm. God be merciful .nto us
—THAT thy way may be known upion carihy thy saving health
among all nations ! God blesseth the world by blessing the
church, and making it a blessing. A statesman would
wish for an increase in population, that the army, «nd navy,
and every other department of socicty might be filled :
and shail not we pray for the prosperity of the church of
God ; that faithful ministers, missiouaries and every other
description of christians, may not be wanting?

Finally : The regard we bear to the souls of men, es-
pecially to the rising generation, must render these bles-
sings desirable. It is not veurs, but you that we seek.
Qur hearts’ desire, and piraver to God for you, is, that
vou may be saved. If werecommend vou to attend the gos-
pel and embrace ity Is it because we want to enlist vou un-
der the banner of a party ? God knoweth ! Yet we shall suy
 you, and especially to the rising gencrationy, Go el %o
cnd we svill do you good ; for the Laord, we wusty wtdo spe e
good concerning we: ardd it Lhailcome 13 fas ihat o chisnove
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Sermon III.

Ernesrans itl, 14—16.

For this cause I bow my knees unio the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christo..nin.. that he would grant you according
to the riches of Lis glory, to be strengthened witl might, by
Liis Sfirity tn the inner man,

THR writing and preaching of the apostles had two
distinct specific objects in view. They fireached, to make
men christians; to turn them from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan to the living God : They
arote, to make them eminent christians; to quicken be-
lievers in their heavenly race, to promote in them a
growth in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Suchk was the zeal of Paul in en-
deavouring to accomplish the former, that he counted
not his life dear to him, but was willing to die for the
name of the Lord Jesus: nor was he less desirous of the
latter ; making it the leading object of all his epistles, and
the matter of his prayer day and night. Irt the apostle’s
words there are three things which require our notice:
"The object desired—its importance—and the encourage-
ment we have to seek it.

1. 'The object in which the apostle was so much interest-
cd on behalf of the Ephesians : Zhat he would grant you to
be strengthencd wiih might, by his Spirit, in the inner man.

Nothing good is found in fallen man; nothing grows
spontaneously in that soil but what is evil: if any thing
holy be found there, it must be produced by the Spirit of
God, who worketh in us both to will and to do of his
oood pleasure.  Nor is divine influence lcss necessary in
carrving on the good work after it is begun: such is our
proneness to relax, to grow weary, to fuint in our course,
that we need to be continually strengthened with might,
by his Spirit, in the inner man.
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The object prayed for tsnot bodily strength; that 1s of
but little account in the sight of God, though n muny
cases 1t becomes the matter of human bousting.  Sam-
son was possessed of might 1 the cutward man to a high
degree, and a poor use he madce of it.  Perhaps a more
feeble character is not to be met with amrong those whom
the Scriptures mention as good men : with all his wondcr-
ful exploits, hie weakly yielded to the tempter, and became
an easy prey to his enemies.  Nor is it mere menrel abili-
ty that 1s here intended 5 ther was the strength of Soileo-
mon. Paul did not prey that we might be mude greot
men, but good men; not thet we might be pouts or pii-
losoniaers, but chiristians ; not thut we might excel in gre-
nius or learning, but in grace and goodness; thut our
souls may prosper and be in healti—that we may Dbe
strengthened with might in the inner man. This part
of the subject will be better understoud by considering
some of the symptoms of spiritual might.

1. The manncr in which we perform réligious dutics
may serve as a criterion by which to judge of our strength
or weakness—I1f we be christians, we shall worship God
in our families and in sccret; shall search the Scriptures,
trequent the house of God, and aim to discharge the va-
rious duties which appertain to our stations in life. These
things we shall feel it incumbent on us habitually to
regard : but the question is, How, and in what maoncr do
we perform these exercises ! I{ our souls be in a languish-
ing state, they will become a task, and not a pleasure to
us ; we shall be weary of the Lord’s service, fcel his yoke
to be grievous, and while we keep up a round of duty, our
devotions will be cold, feeble af unprofitable.  But if
we be strong in the Lord, and in the power.of his might,
we chali count of the return of sacred opportunities, and
iind that wisdom’s wayvs are ways of pleasantness, and
that all her paths are peace. When David longed for
water of the well of Bethlchem, three mighty men
brake through tiie host of the Phiiistines to obtain it,
hazurding thelre lives for his sihe ; while men of weaker
attachiment would have murmured at the severity of
such an enterprise.  If we possess a warm heart for
Christ, we shall not think much of the time, the talents,
the prenevte. the influence whick we mav devote to bi-
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service : nor count our lives dear to us, if we may but
promotc his kingdom and glory in the world. This is
the love of God, that we kecp his commandments ; and
his commandments are not grievous. Nor will this pleas-
ure be confined to the public exercises of religion, but will
extend to those 6f a more personal and private nature. It
1s possible we may feel much animation, and possess much
enjovinent in the outward means, while we are cold and
lifeless in the duties of retirement; and this will be the
vuse where the religion of the heart is not cultivated, nor
rlose walking with God carefully maintained. But if we
be strengthened with might, by his Spirit, in the inner
man, communion with God will be earnestly sought after,
private duties vigorously attended to, and the closet will
vield us pieasure, as well as the tabernacles of the Lord
of hosts. There are but few of whom it may be said,
as of Caleb and Joshua, that they follow the Lord fully.
Muliitudes of professors appear to be but half-hearted in
religion ; they ncither wholly relinquish it, nor take it up
in carnest : but are desirous of following the IL.ord so far
as 1s consistent with their carnal ease, their worldly inter-
cst, or their sinful passions, and no further. But if the
object of the apostle’s prayer be accomplished in us, we
shall be decidedly for God, and promapt in our manner of
serving him ; not consulting with flesh and blood, not
attempting to accommodate our principles and practice
to those of the¢ generality, nor wishing to ‘do as little as
possible for God, consistently with our own safety; but
deligi.ting to do all his will, we shall run in the way of
his commandments.

2. The degree of our spiritual strength may be deter-
mined by the manner in which we resist temptation.—All
men are tempted ; but all do not resist temptation : this
is peculiar to the christian character. DMere worldiy
men go with the stream; they walk according to the
course of this world, and are hurricd along with the
impetuous torrent. But if we be christians we  are
not of the world, and are in the habit of resisting
its temptations.  Yet if our resistance be feeble and
indeterminate ; if we hesitate wherc wc ought to be
decided ; if we lock back on Sodom, like lL.ot’s wife.
with a lingering desire after these sinful pleasures which
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w o profess to have given up, and regret the loss of sensual
¢rrutifications,—are we not carnal, and walk as men? He
who is strengthened with might in the inner man wiil
not pause when temptation meets him, nor parley with the
tempter ;. but will readily answer, ¢ Thus it is written.”
It will be sufficient for him to know that God has for-
Iidden this or that. Like a dutiful clild, the will of his
father is the guide of his condnct, and that alone will fur-
nish sufficient motives for obedience : Thus it is written.

3. The spirit in which we endure afflictivn will tend to
discover the degree of religion we possess.—Aifliction is
the lot of man, as well us temptation; and we must all
«-ct throuch our difficultics 1n some way or other; but
the manner in which we get through them will shew
whether we be strengthened with micht in the inner man,
or not. It we fuint in the day of adversity, cur strength
is small; if we be fretful, and murmur at the hand ot
God : 1t we sink under the burden, and wish 1n ourseives
to dic, we cither have no religion at ally, or possess it but
in a small degree. Great grace would enable us to bear
affliction with submission, and even to rejoice in tribula-
tion.  Prhmirive christians vere destitute, aotliicted, tor-
mented 5 and vet how happy were they  with their dot !
They took joviuliv tae wpoiling of thelr goods, rejoiced
tiat they were counted worthy to suffer for Clirist's suke,
and counted it el oy when they fell into divers tempti-
tions.  Out of wekness thoy were made strons, und wax-
cd valiant m fight: thus they were more than conguer-
ors throuveh him that loved them.

4. The sense we entertein of vur sy grecdness is also
coerton of our bein < sirenvthened 1 the noer mon.—
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said, “ Though all men should forsake thee, vet will not
I.”  Faul was never so strong as when he felt himself to
be * nothing.” When most sensible of our own insuffi-
ciency, we shall pray most for strength from heaven, and
watch most against temptation ; and by these mcans we
shall be strengthened with strength in our souls.

II. We are led to notice the desirableness of the blessing
prayed for.—Paul would not have bcen so importunate
in his request, if it had not been of the greatest impor-
tance that we should not only be christians indeed, but
prow in grace, and in the knowledge of our l.ord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.  But thiere are other reasons which
might be oftered.

1. The Scriptures lay much stress on this, as tending
to glorify God.— Herein is my Father glorified, (saith
Christ) that ye bear much fru:it: so shall ye be my disci-
ples.” Every field will bear some fruit, in the ordinary
course of things; but 1t is to the more abundant hon-
cur of the husbandman when his field brings forth thirty,
«ixty. or a hundred fold. So itis not merely by our be-
ing caristians, that God is glorified; but by our being
eminent christians. Nor is this all: if we be desirous
only of so much grace as may carry us safely to hcaven,
it is doubtful whether we shall ever arrive there at last.
Abounding in the fruits of righteousness is considered
by our L.ord as cssential to the very existence of true re-
ligion ; fer, saith he, ¢ so shall ve be my disciples.” Christ
himseli broucht forth much fruit, and it is necessary that
we resemble him.

2. Our xejulness depends much on our being strong in
the Loids and in the power of his might.—If our souls
be in a languishing state, what good can we do in tiie
worid ¢ Ye are the salt of the earth ; but if the salt have
lust i:s savour, wherewith shall it be salted ? It is thence-
forth cood for nothing. What gcod can we do in socie-
tv. amonhyst cur immediate connexions or in our familics,
bot as we diffuse a saveur of Christ 7 And how can tois
Yo done, if we ourselves have lost that <avour, and are
become lifeless and enfruittal in the wavs of Cod! At
v ¢ clos- f crerv dav it becomes us 9 inquires iias any
(e bhean ouapreved by our conver=ution’ VWi auy one
thint the better of Clnlute oo b snev fave heord
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or seenidn us ! Or bave we been amongst men merely os
men of the world; and might they not say of us, Whut
do ye more than others? He who possesses much re-
ligion, will impart more or less of it to ti:ose about Lim :
tic will not make a show of it; yet it must be seen. There
13 that in the outward micn, the inward temper, and daily
cenversation of a man of genuine religion, which indicote
that he has been with Jesus.  The modesty of his counte-
nance, the meekness and cheerfulness of his disposition.
the swcet familiarity and scriousness of his intcrcourse
with men, eniiven the circle in which he moves, and re-
commend the religion which he professes.

111. "The encouragement we have to pray that we may
be strengthenced with might, by his Spirit in the inner
man, is intimated by the phrase, * That he would gran'
you according to the rickhes of his glory, Ve auWaen
men are both rich and generous, and willing to give to
the necessitors according to their ability, it affords a verv
nowerful motive to solicit their assistunce.  But who can
cstimate tha riches of God’s goodness, and the bonndless
extent of his grace! And if he gives accordirg o the
riches of his yrlory, what encouragement is here for pray-
c¢r! Open thy mouth wide, and 1 will fili 1t suith the
Lord.  Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy moy b
full. Let us sk wmuch, and we shall have much: The
Lord taketh pleasure in them that fear Lim, and in them
that hope in his mercy. He who had but oune tuieng,
and went and hid it in the earth, lost it; but he who
had five talents, and went and traded with the suame,
cained five other talents. Mcen who live to Guod, and
whose whole concern is to promote ks olorv. shall fing
their sphere of uscfulness calarging with tcir Lctivicy,
and that God is girding them with strengils proporionod
to their labours.  Lixce thetr divine Muastore their ovard
is with them, and thelr worh Lotore them. Fo g ol o
hath, shall be ¢iven, and he sball have more chondan v

but from him that et not, sii be 5o 1 v, e.
voat v hich he hath.



v

Letter 1.
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To Mrs. MEAD.

Rettering, Jan. 10, 1801.
My prar Frieup,

Y(’)UR heavy affliction, and it seems, approaching dis-
sciution, have 1ot been forgotten by me ; though, through
a multiplicity of concerns, I have not been able till now
to write. 1 kuow it is a serious thing to die ; but I know
also, that f:itl *: the Son of God will remoeve mountains.

It was one ot t.e consolations of our Lord to his sor-
yowful iscin'es. when about to be taken from them :
I ge to freprare a filuce for vou ; and if 1 5o and fircfure a
Hlace for you, 1 will come again, and receive you to myself';
that swhere I am, there ye may be also: and whither I go ye
know, and thke way ye know. What can I offer to my dear
dying fricnd more suitable than a few remarks upon this
interesting passage ? |

If our Saviour had been going to some unknown place,
and we must not follow him, we might well be unhap-
py = but whither I goye know. Itis true, we know nothing
of an hereafter beyond what God in his word hath told us:
but those lively oracles are a light in a dark place, whose
cheering beams picrce the otherwise impervious gloom of
futuritv. When a dying heathen was asked whither he
was going ¢ “ O my friends! (said he) we knew nothing
of an hercafter.”  Such must have been our answer., but
for the glorious gospel of the blessed God.  As 1t 1s, we
know whither our Redeemer is gone: he is gone to bis
Father, and to our Father; to his God, 2nd to our God.
He is gone to the Mount Sion ; to the city of ti¢ Jiving
God ; to the innumerable company of ang:cls 5 to t-e spirits
of just men made perfect; to God the jud-e of il
W hither he is gone, we know ; for we huve hudw foretaste
of the bliss.  As believers, wa are alresdy coane te Mount
Cion,  The church below and the e woeh Jave vre onldy
Gifurent Lineacs of the comes | inlsy ;) 50 foat 9€ Who s
COMEC L0 CINY, I8 Come 0 "Lz 9t
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But how are we to {sllow him, unless we Anow the
way 2 If he come and receive us, he will be our guide.
And this is not all; The way we know. Thomas thought
he knew not whither his Lord was going, nor the way that
led to him: yet ke knew his Loid, and believed in him
as the Son of God, and the Saviour of sinners. Jesus
therefore answered, I aem the way, the tru'?, and the life:
knowing me, vou know the way to thc heavenly life.
Yes, my dear fricnd, we not only know whither our Sa-
viour is gone, but the way that leads to him. The doc-
trine of the Cross, as dear PEARCE observed, “ is the only
rcligion for a dying sinner.”

It an aflectionate tather had resolved to remove to a
distant country, he might not take his wife and children
with him the first time; but might choose to go by him-
sclf, that he might encounter and remove the chief dif-
ficulties in the way, and make ready a habitation to re-,
ceive them. Such was the conduct of our Saviour. I
go to firepare a filace for you ; and if I go and pirepare a flace
Jor you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that
wiiere I am, there ye may be also. His passage through
the territories of death, was attended with the most dread-
ful of all conflicts; but having overcome, it renders ours
an casy one. Dezath to us is-—Jesus coming to reccive us
to himself.

The presence of a beloved ohject is the grand prepar-
ative of any place; and that which gives it its principal
ckarm. Such is his preparaticn of a place for us. Jesus
is there ; and that is enough. If any thing will operate
as a magnet to attract us from earth to heaven, it is the
consideration of being where Jesus sitteth at the right hand
of God.

If before this reaches you, you have not received ycur
dscharge, accept my aflectionate farewell. We shall
soon meet again; and meet to part no more. May you
enjoy a safe and comfortable passage, and have an ¢ntrance
ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting king-
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ!

My sympathizing remembrance aiso to Mr. Mead, and
t> your brother and sisters. The Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit !

Affectivnately yours,

A.F.



Letter II.

To Mn. T. R.
Kettering, Feb. 24, 1801,

My prar l'rivxp,

I DRCP vona few lines by Mr. L. to express the sym-
pathetic feclings of my mind with a family whom 1 sin-
cereiy respect. Doubtless you have sustained a loss in the
removal of dear Mrs. Mead , yet there are circumstances,
which if duly considered, must greatly alleviate it. She
might have left a family of helpless children. Her life
might have been such as to have disgraced her con-
nexions ; and their only relief might have been in en-
deavouring to forget her. Or, if she had sustained a fair
character amopg men ; yet if that had been ¢/, you woald
have sorrowed as those who have no hope,

As T said to her in the prospect of death, so now I say
to yoa: Hhither sheis goue ye kow ; and the way ye know,
It is not to an unknown state, nor where you.cannot fol-
low her. You have only to be followers of them who
through faith an ] patience inherit the promises.

Jesus went to Lo pare a place for his followers. We un-
derstand how he Jirepares us for heaven : But how does
his presence prepare heaven for us 2 Three ways occur to
me :—

First, As constituting rhe essence of its blessedness.~Think
what an accession of joy his triumphant entrance must
have occasioned through all the heavenly regions, and
what a source of continued eniovment his presence af-
fords? What would some socicties be without certain
interesting charscters, which are in a sort the life of them ?
And what would hecaven be without Christ? The zest of
the hcavenly bliss consists in its being the place where
Chiist sirt th at the vight lund of God. This is urged, and
well it mie it be, as the geand motive to set our affecrions
on things abuve.

Secondlv, Asgath-ri ¢ og thr thewhude fomdly of hequer
e ear:t —="This redemption brings mony muititudes to



Letter on the Deaih of 2lrs. Jead. 299

elorv, out of every kindred, and tonguc, and people, and
nation ; and cvery one that cnters adds to the onjoy-
ment. Inooieder to connect us wgether 1 the closest
bonds of affection, God has so crdored 1ty that both In
this world wd that which ts to coiiwe, our bless_cness
should be bound up with that of cach other; in secing
the good of his chosen, rejoicing in the ghidness of his
nation, and glorying with }is inheritance.  Hence it {ol-
lows, that every accession (o the Licaveniy world affords
an influx to the enjoviient ol its inhubltuizts.  LEvry
one that goes before may be suid w0 contiisate to the
preparing of the place for then, which follow after.  Fhe
pure river of the water ol life has its ¢rigin in the throne
of God, and the Lamb; but in its progress it passcs
through various mediums, which swell its streams, and
render it more and more deiectable.  I'rom the entrance
of Abcl into the New Jerusalem, to this day, it has been
rising higher and higher, and will continue to do so till
all the nations of the saved ure collected together.

Thirdly, As superintending tie concersis of the Universe,
and causing alt events to work together and firoduce a great
and ultimate good —Glory awaits the righteous immedi-
ately upon their departure from tiic body ; but a much
greater glory is in reserve. Innumerable events in the
system of providence must remain inexplicable, till the
mystery of God be finished. It is impossible for specta-
tors to comprehend the use of all the parts of a comipli-
cate machine, till it is constructed and put into motion.
And as our Forerunner is now preparing the scenery of
this grand exhibition, and hastening it to its desired issue,
it is thus that he is preparing a place for us.

From hence we are enc ouraged to be looking ’or, and
hasting unto the coming of the day of God, and directed
to consider it as the period when we shall be fully ser/s-
Sivd. How solema, and vet how sweet, is the description
of it. Zhe Lord hims if shel! descend from heaven with a
showry werlh the sdce op the archangdy and the trompe f
God ; and the decd in Clreist shell vise first, X shouty me-
thilhs, donotes the universal oy of heaven for the arnivad
of the day when the war is taominated in victory, wod
the Lot cacimy is destroved. The blowing of w e,
ey prebally abude to that of jubileey on which the pol o
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doors were thrown open, and the captives set at liber-
ty. Such were the consolations presented to the Thes-
salonians on tlc death of their christian friends.

Our Lord did not absolutely forbid his apostles to weep
at his departure : he himself wept ot the grave of Laza-
rus; but he dissuaded them from excessive grief—Let not
your heart be troubled. I think that I never felt v ut may
be called Acart trouble, or deepr distress, for the los of any
person, however near to me, whose death 1 considered
merely as a removal to the church ubsove. The words of
our Saviour are here applicable : If ye loved me ye wonld
rjoicey because Igo to the Father ; for my Father is greater
thax I, That is, the glory I go to posscss with my Father
is greater than any thing I could irherit upon carth ; and
therclore, if ye loved me, and your leve operated in a
proper way, you would rather be glad for iry sake, than
sorry for your own.

Present our kind and sympathizing regards to Mr. M,
and all the family, and accept the same vourselfy from

Yours affectionately,
AT



