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INTRODUCTION.

Since many writers have spoken of the genuine-
ness of a literary production, and of its authenticity,
as if they were the same thing, and the terms were
convertible; or, at least, have indiscriminately
employed the latter to denote either; it may be
proper to define them with accuracy, ar.xd to state
the two distinct propositions maintained with
respect to the gospels in the following essay.
When we contend forthe genuinenessof the gospels,
we mean to say that they are not spurious pro-
ductions, but were really composed by those per-
sons to whom they are ascribed : when we assert
their authenticity, we declare our conviction that
they contain a correct narrative of .real trans-
actions, by whomsoever they were written. The
object of the following pages is to point out th9se
various internal characters, which so characterize
the structure and contents of the gospels, as to
evince that they can be no other than genuine
and authentic writings.

Many ancient writings have very rarely, if at-

all, been mentioned by other authors, and their
B

- _vv,_:; -

I e 1




2

credit, therefc?re, depends upon their internal cha-

':acter. And it is upon this foundation that all his-
ory whatever, taken in the aggregate, ultimatel
rests. Who doubts the truth of the histories obfr'

Persia, Greece, and Rome? And yet we have no -

other reason to believe these, except that those who
have recorded them, are cousistent with them-
Sf%]VGS, and with each other; and that their rela-
tions are confirmed by their substantial sgreement
w.xth all existing monuments and documents
with geography and astronomical calculation’s)
a‘nd with the political aspect and events of late;
times. The monstrous hypothesis of  Father
Hardouin, that the classical writings were for-
ged by some ingenious monks, who lived durin
the dark ages, is never regarded by any reasonabli
man, except as a paradox, which almost baffles
confutation. If any one chose to be sceptical, as
Dr. P.Ia.rtley observes, ‘“we could only shew l;im
that it is inconsistent with what he sees of humaI;
nature to suppose that there should be such a com-
blnatlon'to deceive ; or that the agreement of
these evidences with each other is far too great
tcl) be the effect of any such fraudulent design, of
Slance, &c.” Nor does the certainty of history
epend so much upon the number of testimonies
as upon their individual value and credibilityj

A few works, possessed of satisfactory internal

evidence, would be abundantly sufficient to claim

ourh%?ssent. ““I suppose,” argues the same philo-
s(:‘p ic reasoner, ‘““that the remaining writings
of Livy, Tully, and Horace, alone, would satisfy
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any impartial man so much of the general ex-
tensiveness . of the Roman conquests, &c., that

- nothing perceptible could be added to his con-

viction ; no more than any common event can, or

f ever does in fact, appear more credible from the
- testimony of a thousand, than of ten or twenty,

witnesses of approved integrity. Suppose, then,
that no more remained of the Roman writers than
Livy, Tully, and Horace: would they not by their

" references to the same facts and customs; by

the sameness of style in the same writer, and
differences in different ones, and numberless
other such like circumstances, of critical con-
sideration ; prove themselves, and one another, to
be genuine, and the pf‘mcipal facts related, or
alluded to, to be true*”’

The foregoing remarks may suffice to shew

' . the satisfactory nature of the evidence, which the

mode of inquiryto be pursued in the following

questions of the genuineness and authenticity of
the gospels ; and also the competency of those
documents, if credible, to establish the facts of
the Christian story. Though the scepticism of
later times, and the literary curiosity which has
pre_vailed since the revival of learning, have
‘called the attention of the Christian world to this
department of evidence, it may be remarked, that
it appears -to have been little attended to by the
earlier Fathers. No doubt was then entertained

* Hartley on the Christian Religion, Prop. 10.
B2
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of the genuineness and authenticity of the gospels?

the enemies of Christianity endeavoured to ac-
count for the miraculous events they narrated,
but did not venture to deny them. There appears
the most perfect undesignedness even in those
testimonies, which form, what is generally called,
the external evidence. The respective writers,
who, in early times, allude to the gospel history,
appear to have been unconscious that they were
furnishing, to posterity, valuable evidences of the
Christian religion, and to have been led to the
subject incidentally, or for the private satisfaction
of themselves or their friends. But Divine Pro+
vidence has, by these means, happily provided
for the conviction of distant ages. The various
testimonies of the ancient Fathers remain to this
day; the gospels themselves have been preserved
entire and uncorrupted, as far as was to be ex-

pected, or is necessary; in short, we have every .}
A\l

document requisite to confirm and illustrate the
anternal marks of the genuineness and authenticity
of these writings.

The author, however, is fully aware that the
investigation of this internal species of evidence
is difficult and extensive : and that it must, in
some of its departments, be of so delicate a'com-
plexion, as to require accurate discernment to be
united with much erudition and a cultivated
taste, in order to its complete elucidation. Those,
however, who can advance no claim to such en-
dowments, are fully competent to attain, from this
source, the fullest conviction of the truth of the

5

1 idence is nel-
' Christian records. Much of the evidence

ther recondite nor amRiguous; though too latent

E - {0 be observed by the indolent, or by those whz
‘read only to cavil and object, 1t appeals mos

forcibly to the reason and good senselof c‘z:i,lsxtd;)c(l5
and considerate persons. The gospe s m t e
perused with diligence and'attentlon, or’vs:te the
either not notice, or not justly apprecu;, ezndi‘
numerous particulars, which very stfong 73; lcon_
cate their truth. If any one, for ’hlS (‘):.sect -
viction, would minutely examine the ;uhj ¢ 1vri..
him sit down to a complete perusal of these

tings, in the calm and candid spirit of sober
B =]
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inquiry 1 der their tenmor, style,

inquiry; let him cons .

ch(zlxracte’r, and tendency; let (lium .corrxx:;):;:;;l;er:f
i ities and circu

with the known quali nd circums :

the reputed writers ; let him investigate their

. fitness for their undertaking, and the manner in

which they have executed it; llet htlm \{vnentsi};
i i the several actors
heir representation of : ' ©
Zcenes \:')hich they have described, a(t‘ld verlfygheu
i ions, and assumptions,
respective statements, allu‘smn , ns
l;stslznever he finds materials for tY;a purppste? in
i . and let him, at the same time,
approved writers ; ana let bl
cgl‘; to mind the great antiquity of the gospe:‘st,. and
the loss of many documents, by theblay')se o 1&1;
) and barbarism, W
and the ravages of tyranny 2  whic
i ' veat licht on them ; and he
icht have thrown greal g :  he
{vlslriﬁ arise from his laborious task wl.th :ihe im
ression that the evangelists ‘are entitled to our
gighest veneration and conf'{dence. If S.uchb a pj;—
son were 1o keep regular journal of his obser

i
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