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AT a mectiug of the Society for propagating the Gospel among the Indicns und others in
North America, 6 November, 1817~
Voted, That the SECRETARY, Rev. Dr, PORTER, and RLISHA TICKNOR, Esq.
be & committer, to present the thanks of the Socicty to Rev, Dr, FOSTER for his Serimon,
delivered before them this day, and to vequesta copy for the press.
A. HOLMES, Secrctary.




SERMON.

JOHN 1. 9.

That was the true light which hghteth every man thal com-
eth into the world,

TIIE learned Poddridge, with some other ex-
positors, before and since his time, gives the follow.
ing construction to the passage now recited: ¢ The
true.light was that, which, coming into the world,
enlightencth every man.”” He, nevertheless, ac-
knowledges ¢¢ that our version may be consistent with
the truth, and that it most exactly agrees with the or-
der of the words 1n the original.”

It matters little to my present purpose, nor, as fax
as I can’ see, to any purpose, compatible with the
spirit of the declaration, which reading is adopted.
Both refer exclusively to Christ, and both virtually
assert that the illumination of his doctrine extends, in
a greater or less degree, to the whole human race. .

Something analogous to this assertion, and tend-
ing directly to illustrate and confirm it, obviously re-
sulted from the enaction and observance of the Mo-
salck law j—that ¢ shadow of good things to come,’”
of which ¢ the body was Christ.”’* Many rites of

¥ Coloss. 11, 17.
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worship and maxims of life, which prevailed among
the heathen, of most distant climes, bear such unde-
niable affinity to the Jewish theology, as to preclude
every doubt of their derivation from that source.
Meanwhile, the prophecies of the old testament, re-
specting the future advent of a Savieur, obtained so
extensive a circulation and credit, that. previously to
his birth, a strong and general expectation of a migh-
ty Deliverer bad pervaded alt the Kast, and prepar-
ed the way for bis ministry, not only among ¢ the lost
sheep of the house of Israel,””* but throunghout the in-
habited earth. We cannot, therefore, be charged
with absurdity, 1f we suppose the like to have hap-
pened, and to a still greater extent, under the gospel
dispensation. Under the gospel dispensation, beside
the more free and unrestrained commerce, associa-
tion, and intermarriage of the subjects beionging to
different kingdoms and states, no 1nconsiderable pains
have been taken, in every age, to disseminate the
principles of our holy faith. "o this inlent many
have ¢run to and iro, and knowledge hasg increas-
ed.” ‘The standard of the cross has been actually
planted, in every quarter of the globe ; and it is more
than possible that no nation, perhaps, that no adult
individual now exists, without being dirvectly or indi-
rectly indebted to the bible for some views of God
and duty, which are beyond the ken of unassisted
reason. 'The Mahometans have manifestly horrow-
ed the best precepts in their code from this sacred

* Matt. x. 6. T Dan.xn 4.
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book : and to prove that the pagan world, however
mconscious of the fact, may have received their most
correct impressions of piety and virtue from the same
repository of divine wisdom, we need only advert to
the progress and influence of the christian revelation,

Pursuant to the predictions of ¢ holy men of Gud,
who spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost,#
the law went forth out of Zion,””t and ¢ repentance
and remission of sins were preached in the name of
Christ, among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”;
Within thirty years from the ascension of our Lord,
his religion ¢ had spread itself throughout Judea,
Galilee, and Bamaria, almost all the numerous dis-
tricts of the lesser Asia, through Greece, and the isi-
ands of the Algean sea, the sca-coast of Africa, and
had extended itself to Rome, and into Italy. Dur.
ing all this time, Jerusalem coniinued the centre of
{he mission ;’’§ but after this time, the apostles and
their successors enlarged the sphere of action, and
more extensively proclaimed the ¢glad tidings of
ereat . joy,”q till the whole Roman empire became
professedly christian, under the reign of Constantine
the Great.

Nor has ““ the light of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ”| yet ceased to shine, nor will
it cease to ¢“shine more and wmore unto the perfect
day :’%% that day, when ¢ the carth shall be full of

¥ 2 I]etl i! 21- -i. BIiCH- i"-- 2. * IJU]‘:C xxi.VL "1‘7'
G See Paley’s Bvidences, p. 295, 206.  Boston cdit. 1795.
© Lauke n, 10, 2 Cor. iv, C. © rov. v, 18
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the knowledge of the Lord. as the waters cover the
sea.’’®* At some (imes, and in some places, it has,
indeed, been much obscured. "T'hose ancient church-
es of the eastern hemisphere, whose ¢ golden candle-
sticks,”’t and brilliant ¢ stars” once shed a benig-
navt lustre all around thein, have long been envelop-
ed in clouds ol ignorance and errour. But notwith-
standing thrs comparative darkness, it hardly admiis
‘a question, whether they have unot continued to enter-
tain couceptions of the nature, circimstances, and ob-
ligations of their existence, as Intelligent, accounta-
ble, immortal creatures, and to impart a degree of in-
formation to others, upon these momentous suhjects,
ol which both had been totally destitute, but for their
acquaintance, imperfect as it has become, with iHim,
who has “the words of eterual life.”’s

Similar observations are pertinent to the number.
less converts made by subsequent missions, not to
those remote regions only, but to the aborigines of
our country, and to evory other class and description
of human beings. By these means. 1nstruction 1s
eiven, which, not confined to the 1mmediate recipi-
cnts, is inevitably communicated, with more or iess
precision, to all with whom they are conversant and
connected ; and by them again to others, till, in the lit-
eral acceptation of the term, ¢“every man’’ 1s, in a mea-
sure, enlightened : till many pecaliar principles of our
holy religion, transferred, like the immemorial aph.
orisms and proverbs of common life, from one indi-

“ 1s. x1. 9. T Rev, 11, 1, - 1 Joln vi, 68,
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vidual and climate to another, are universally known,
and rendered familiar even to those, who have no
apprehension from whom or whence they proceeded.
Thus the condition of the whole species is ameclio-
aled : a vast variety of crimes and miseries 1s pre-
vented 5 and an immense aggregate of enjovment 1is
produced. Iguorant, and profligate, and wreiched,
as the heathen of our day confessedly are, 1 do not
think it a visionary conjecture,~—L believe it a posi-
tion capable of satisfactory proof, that, were it not
for the gospel of Christ, they would have been still
niore ignorant, more vicious, and more wretched.

¢ Gl__u'lstmmtv,” says a justly celebrated writer,®
‘“in every couutry, in which if 1s professed’” —and,
he might have added, in the world; to which it is
announced,—¢¢ hatlrobtained a sensible, though not a
complete infloence upon the publick judgment of
morals. in this way it is possible that many may be
kept in order by christianity, who are not themselves
christians. 'T'hey may be guided by the rectitude
which it communicates to publick opinion. Their
consciences may suggest their duty truly, and they
may ascribe these suggestious to a moral sense, or to
the native capacity of the human teliect, when, in
fact, they are nothing more than the publick opinion,
reflected {rom their own minds: an opinion, 1n a con-
sideruble degree, modiiied by christianity.”

L{ thie vemarks contained 1n this extract be well
founied, 1t 1s-highly probable, to say the least, that

* Puley, wt supra, p. 37 1.
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wany, if not all, of the opinions and rules of conduct,
so often advanced and quoted, as the spontaneous
product of reason, and so triumphantly pronounced
equal to any thing, which the sacred oracles exhibit,
may have derived their only excellence from that -
spired volume, with which they are insidiously put
in competition. Not to insist on the repeated messa-
ees from heaven to men, during the lapse ol ages he-
tween the creation and the giving of the law at Mount
Sinal, it 1s conceded, on all hands, that a large pro-
portion of the Jewish scriptures were extant, long be-
fore any other people were furnished with written di-

rections, for the government of their faith-orpractice.
VWe cannot, therefore, admit that all the boasted wis-
dom of ancient sages, much less of modern pretend-
ers, has emanated from themselves. As they cer-
tainly might, so they nndoubtediy did, receive assist-
ance, either by tradition or inspection, {rom the sa-
cred pages.

Thosc, who profess and feel a sincere attachment
to the doctrines and precepts of Christ, can hardly
realize how much they owe to that divine teacher for
all their consistent views of the being, perfectiong,
and government of the Most High ;5 of the relation in
which they stand to Him, the means of conciliating
his favour, the design and result of the discipline
under which they are placed. Butthe infidels of this
generation add ingratitude to insensibility, "They at-
tribute the sentimentsof religion and the correspondent
perceptions of daty, with which they are furnished by
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the word ot Grod, to the Inherent sagacity of their own
minds 3 und hence daye to infer the inutility and 1m-
posture of holy writ.

"I"hat this 1s neither gratuitous assertion, nor un-
charitable crimination, but a statement, supported by
incontestable facts, will be apparent, on a moment’s
impartial reflection. Previous to the coming of our
blessed Master, idolairy and superstition universally
abounded, except in Judea. 'I'he learned were per-
plexed about many points which lie at the foundation
of all religion, whilst the illiterate multitudes lost
sight of the unalterable distinction between right and
wrong, and neither knew nor inquired for what end
they were created. But since the publicalion of the
gospel, thls darkness is dispelled, and reason now
distinctly sees a great number of traths, which were
before covered with a vail, impervious to her acutest
penetration.  Among those, {o whom the gospel is ac-
cessible, few, if any can be found, however limited
their capacities or acquirements, who have not more
just, and honourable, and adequate notions of Ged,
and of his infentions and expectations concerning
mankind, than the most renowned philosophers of an-
tiguity could boast. t

It were vain and futile to lmpute this palpable su-
periority to any improvements of latter, times. No
other cause can he assigned, but the irradiation of the
‘“ sun of righieousness,”” who, like the bright lumina-

ry of natural day, ¢ rises on the evil and on the
f_3
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sood,”* and beams tellectual light through the
moral world,  FHuaman learning is well known to have
heen carvied to such perlection in ancient Greece and
Rome, that no succeeding age has presumed to dis-
pute with them, the palm of literary glory. Many of
their productions are, to this hour, considered models
of elegant, sententious, and sublime composition 5 and,
to this hour, are put imto the hands of youth, destined
to a liberal education, in all the higlier seminaries of
christendom. INorisany one permitied to challenge
and enjoy the reputation of an accomplished scholar,
till he is versed in their literature : and not 1n their lit-
erature only, but in theirscience 5 for in science too,
they were unquestionable proficients.  T'he solar sys-
tem, as taught by Newton, is but the amplification and
proof of that which Pythagoras had described, more

than two thousand years before : and the mathemat.
-ical books of Euclid, who flourished not far from the

same period, are still a standard work. Yet amidst
all this mental enterprise, encrgy, and achievement,
in the discussion and investigation of othier subjects,
how little was discovered of the duty and destination
of man! How grossly ignorant of the many impor-
tant truths, which ¢ the first principles ol the oracles
of God’t disclose to all who are conversant with
them, were the profoundest students of ancient Greece
and Rome! Iven Cicero, the unrivalled orator of
the one, though hiec wishicd and laboured to conlirm
the doctrine, uncquivocally confessed his doubls, of

© Matt, v, 45 T Hebov, 12
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Lhie soul’s immovtality :* and Socrates, the most fa-
mous moralist of the other, superstitiously conformed
to the impious practice of sacrilicing to 1dols,  Yes,
this martyr, as he has heen represented, to the wor.
ship of the only living and true God, could not dice in
peace, till he had charged his friends to fulfil a vow,
by which he had engaged a ridiculous victim{ to Als-
culapius.

Unbelievers of the present age would indignantly
spurn the charge of equal weakness. "Those of themn,
who do not renounce all religion, natural as well as
revealed, readily admit a future state of vewards and
punishments, and clearly discern the folly and wick-
edness of paying homage to a multiplicity of imagina-
1y divinities. Nor are they unapprized, however
delective their practice may be, of the obligations
imposed by the domestick, social, and civil relations of
human life, T'hough a heathen emperour,} who-had
devoted much of his time to study and rescarch, once

* Cicero begins his discourse upon this subject with a profession, that
he intended to deliver nothing as fixed and certain ; but only as probable,
and having some resemblunce of trathy {'use. Qu. 410 2, 15, 167 lave
ing recounted the different sentiments of the philosophers about it, he con.
cludes thus s WWhich of these opinions ix true, some God must tell us ; which is
most like truth, is a great question, [ Ibid. n, 20.] And when he had confirm.
cd, us much as he was able, the doctrine of the soul’s immortality, he in-
venously confesses, Catervae venrunt contradicentiumy—"That his afiinion
was contradicted, nat unly by swhole troofis of the sect of Epicurus ; but also
bu the most leerned of the other sects” [ 10id. no 63.]—See Whithy’s note
on 2 ‘Tim. i. 10; where it is made to appear that Secrates, vristotle, So-
phacles, Luripides, Plutarch, Seneca, Cwesary, avd Piny, werve among the
many, who doubted or denied an existence beyvond the grave.

1 A dunghill cock! U Alexander Severus,
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declared ¢ the author and finisher of our faith,”* wor -
thy of a place among the gods ol his country, for
having produced that comprehensive precept, ¢ All
things whatsoever ye would that men should do to
you, do ye even so to them,”} they secm to discover
nothing in it, above what, in their cstimation, they
themselves might have originated.

Whence, then, have they gained this pre-eminent
kunowledge? and how came they to ¢ understand
more than the ancients P’ Can they pretend to great-
er talents, to keener discernment, to sounder judg-
ment, than the distinguished personages, whom I
have named: as examples, and a Liost of others, re-
corded in history? QCertainly not: 1t is, therefore,
owing to their intimacy with that very gospel, which
they endcavour to depreciate and discredit, that they
are able to think. and converse more correctly upon
these topicks. By confounding the maxims of “inspi.
ration' with the dictates of nature, they artfully ar-
rogate the honour appropriately due to none but Him,
who ¢ spake as never man spake,”’§ and whilst they
¢ eat of his bread,” to use the bold and figurative

language of the psalmist, they unﬂ'ratefully € 11ift up
the heel against bim.””|] - - |

It were easy to enlarge; but the time requires
me to conclude with a few reflections on what has
been said. _

1. We are presented with a distinct and valid ar-
gument in defence of the christian faith.

*lchexal 20 T Meatt, vih 12, # Psocxix, 100, § John vij, 46, | Ps: sli, 9,
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'L'he reasoning of Gamaliel, in the Jewish sanhe-
drim, was cenclusive :  ¢¢ Lf this counsel or this work
be of men, it will come to nought; butif it be of God,
ye cannot overthrow it.”* Not far from eighteen
hundred years have now elapsed since these words
were uttered ; and, instead of falling into oblivion or
contempt, like all coeval systems of theology and
ethicks, christianity has not only commanded the at-
tention, assent, and reverence of the wisest and pur.
est minds, in each successive generation; but has in-
-variably dissipated the mists of absurdity and .delu-
sion, and sanctified the hearts and lives of men, in
- proportion as it has been sincerely embraced, and
correctly understood. 'The consequence irresistibly
follows, that christianity 1s of heavenly origin, and
that its founder is, indeed, “a light to lighten the
~gentiles, and the glory of his peopie Lsrael.”*t—And
what though we meet with some, who venture to deny
these animating truths, and to counteract their saluta-
vy tendency and influence ? Shall we imitate the dis-
ingenuous example, and acquiesce or concur in the
subversion of an institution, which brings life and im-
11¥01'tality clearly to hght? an institution, which
teaches us to approach the father of our spirits and
former of our bodies, not with costly rites, but with
filial affections; not with ¢the blood of bulls and
goats,”’{ but in the name of ¢‘a great high priest, who
cave himself for us, that he might redeem us from

* Acts, v, 39. 1 Luke i1, 32. + Heh, x, 4.
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all iniquily, and purily uuto himself a peculiar peo-
ple, zealous of good works ?”’% Lect us rather ¢ show
forth the praises of Him, who hath called us out of
darkness into his marvellous light 3+ and whilst we
confide, without hesitation or distrust, in the method
of salvation which he has prescribed, let us ¢ sancti-
fy the Lord God in our hearts, and be ready always
to give an answer to every one that asketh a reason
of the hope that is in us.”’]

. The preceding discourse suggests a process,
well adapted ¢ to convince gainsayers ;”’ or, at least,
to ¢“stop the mouths of those unruly and vain talkers
and deceivers, who subvert whole houses, teaching
things which they ought not.”’§

When the busy advocates for the sufficiency of
natural reﬁ?ﬁn obtrude their objections and . cavils
against revelation 5 and, at the same time, bring for-
ward opinions, transcending any thing which natural
reason has indicated to the best informed of those,
“who had no other-acknowledged guide, we may per-
tinently demand, why and how it is, that, before Je-
sus of Nazareth taught in Jewry, none, no not the
most studious and successful votaries of erudition,
among the heathen, were acquainted with the many
chastened principles of morality and religion, which
have since become so common, as to be infimately in-
corporated with their thoughts, and to fall spontane-
ously from their lips? And till they can give a more
satisfactory account of this phenomenon, than we

* Tit il 14, f 1Petil, 90 # 1 Petiib 15, § Tit. 1. 9, 10, 11,
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have yel had from the tongue or pen of infidelity ;
till they can either trace their exemption from the
eross impietics of polytheism to the exclusive disci-
pline of some other teacher, or prove themselves en-
dued with capacities absolutely unparalleled, at the
period alluded to, we have a right to believe and al-
firm, that, had not Jesus of Nazareth taught in Jew-
- ry, notwithstanding all their affected superiority to
vulgar prejudice and credulity, they might, at this in-
stant, have appeared 1n the act-of paying homage to
stocks and stones: of ¢¢changing the glory of the 1ncor-
ruptible God into an image, made like to corrupti-
ble man, and to birds, and four footed beasts, and
creeping things.”’* We have a right too, to impli-
cate their motives; and to suspect, 1f no more, that
they concede somewhat, which bears a resemblance
to christian purity, as a law writien upon the hearts
of all, for no better purpose, than to give plauqlblhty
and currency to the idea, that all the peculiarities of
the gospel were fabricated by designing men, in-"~
dependent of the appointment and co-operation of
God. ¢ Ye, therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these
things before, beware, lest, being led away with the
errour of the wicked, ye fall from your own stead-

fastness.”’ |
3. We are furnished with the most powerful in-

centives to a ¢ patient continnance in well doing.”’]
Unless we ¢ walk as children of the light,’’§,1t 1s,
comparatively speaking, of little avail to us, that

* Rom, Is 23. "' 2 Pet, iii. lrr P Rom. ii e “S 1':1)]]- Ve 8.
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¢ the day-spring from on high hath visited’”’# our
world, and spread a cheering radiance among its
benighted inhabitants. "T'rue we may be, and [ con.
fidently maintain that we are, materially benefited
in our secular concerns, by this wonderful interposi-
tion. It necessarily expels manyenormiiies from do-
mestick and social life ; and, by inducing less nox-
ious habits and feehnﬂ's, mitigates the sufferings, and
promotes the happiness of our piigrimage on earth.
Still, however, as ¢ this is not our rest,”’t and ¢ we
have no continuing city here :”’1 as we are candidates
for eternity, and destined to a state of endless retri-
bution, ¢ it had been better for us not to have known
the 'way of righteousness, then after we had known it
to turn from the holy commandment delivered to us.§
To whom much 1s given, of them shall much be re-
quired.”’]|] How exalted, then, are the attainments,
which may reascnably be expected of us, who, ¢ from
our childhood, have known the holy scriptures, which
are able to make us wise unto salvation, through faith
that 1s in Christ Jesus.”’q[ ‘ |

Much as these holy scriptures have cvidently ac-
complished, wherever they are published, or even ru-
moured : much as we have seen of thewr purifying
energy within the limits of our personal observation,
they have not yet produced their full effect. "They
have still many delusions to combat, and many vices
to eradicate. A great majority of christians, not ex-

*Tauket 78, 7 Mic it 10,z eb, xiit. 14, &2 Pet, 11 21,
P Lake xit 48, 9 2 'T'im. n 105,
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cepling those, who have associated for the express
purpose of making known the mystery of the gospel
of peace, have yet to learn, that ¢ wars and fight-
ings,”’* in every form, and for every object, of their
ordinary existence ; whether between contentious
neighbours, or contentious nations ; whether to se-
cure aggrandizcmént by the discomfiture, or to gratify

revenge by the destruction of others; whether to es-
tablish the tenets of a favourite sect, by fire and sword,

or to arrest the progress of free mquiry by calumny
and detraciion, spring from_passion-s totally repug-
nant to the spirit of Christ: that to be his disciples
whilst we ¢ bless them that curse us, do good to them
that hate us, and pray for them that despitefully use
and persecute us,”’t we must ¢ have no fellowship
with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather re-
prove thiem.”” ,

Under these convictions, let us exert our utmo
abilities more perfectly to apprebiend, and more uni-
formly to obey the will ef God. Thankful that ¢ all
things pertaining to life and godliness are given to us
through the knowledge of him.who hath called us to
olory and virtue :”’§ that we have ¢ exceeding great
and preclous promises, by which we may be partak-
ers of the divine nature, having escaped the corrup-
tion that is in the world through lust,””]| let us ¢ be
steadfast, unmoveable, always aboundingin the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as we know that our labour is
not in vain in the Lord.”’q[

* Jamesiv, 1. Matt. v. 44, i Eph. v, 11 & 2 Pet. 1. 5.,
i 2 Pet, 1. 4. ¢ 1 Cor.xv. 58,
Yy
5
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. 'L'he importance aud obligation of unwearied
a:[lor:,s to enlarge the borders, and strengthen the
stakes of Messial’s kingdom, arc most impressively
urged upon us. '

If we seriously consider the nature and operation
of christianity ; the benign aspect which it bears on
the temporal and eternal welfare of our degenerate

ace ; the expanded coruscations even of its scattered
and rellected rays; and, especially, the glorious re-
sult of 1ts meridian splendour, when ¢ the fullness of
the gentiles shall come in % when ¢‘“at the name of
Jesus cvery knee shall bow, and every tongue con-
less that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father 3’ and when there shall be nothing to
“hurt or destroy in all his noly mountain,’’} we can-
not bat acknowledge its unlimited prevalence, and

* ‘ pire
assurances of its final extension ¢ from sea to sea, and
from the river to the cnds of the earth :”’§ We cannot
but exult in the unexampled zeal of our times to
transmit the word of life, and the congenial means of
1*@11 gious - information and improvement to “every
Lmdred, and tongae, and people, and nation”’| of
men.—And shall we remain inactive spectators of the
eventiul scene? shall we take no part in the god-
like enterprise © Shall we prefer no petitions te ¢ the
Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers

mto his harvest 2’9

* Rom. xi. 25, T Philip. 1. 10, 11, Cfsa w9y § Zachoix, 10
" liev, v, O, © MMutt 1xe 08, |
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Blessed be God, we are now convened to do
what in us lies, both by our prayers and our alms, to
‘“ make glad the wilderness and the solitary place,’
and to cause ¢ the desert to rejoice and blossom as
the rose.””*  The Society, in whose name I speak, is
among the first institutions of the kind, which have
existed In our land : and though it makes no preten-
sions to the more dazzling honour of sending the good
news of salvation to another hemisphere, it is not,

~therefore, useless, nor undeserving of the publick

_

patronage. ¢ T'o propagate the Grospel among the
fndians and others, in North America,” is its object :
an object recommended alike by the number_ and
proximity of souls, who are perishing for lack of vis-
ion: anobject no less accordant to the maxims of
sound policy, than to the dictates of christian benevo-
lence. |

Those of our brethren, whose siraitened circum-
stances, or dispersed situations, render them unable

-to provide teachers for themselves and their children,

have strong and natural claims upon us for assistance.
Consideréd as probationers for a future state, their ev-
crlasting all is at hazavd. Considered as fellow citi-
zens, rapidly peopling the widely extended forests
of our territory, their personal improvement, and the
religious education of their offspring, arve visibly re-
quisite to the welfare and safety of the nation : and
no exertion or expense, in our power, can be an un-
due equivalent for the advantages connected with
that beneficent achicvement. | |

* 1s., XXXV, 1.
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So tno, the barbarous tribes, who hover upon our
hovders, or mingle with our set{lements, necessarily
depend on us for instruction.  Like us, they are sub-
jccts of moral government, and amenable at the tri-
bunal of heaven for ““the deeds doneinthe body.””*#
By a scasonable access and conformity to ¢¢the word
of veconciliation,” | they may rise Irom their present
debasement to a resemblance of immaculate perlec-
tion.  They may subdue those malignant propensi-
ties, which now impel them to so many acts of vio-
lence and outrage. They may become harmless and
useful o our unprotected frontiers. They may
“gerve their generation by the will of &od.””f  They
may uot only taste the sweets of mutual aifection,
tenderness, and sympathy, in this hife; but iuherit
““ a crown of glopy-that fadeth not away,””’§ and make
uninterrupted, ceascless proficiency in knowledge and
holiness, beyond the grave. |

T'hat the office of attempting this magnanimous
work properly devolves upon us, is indubitably inti-
mated by -the providence of that God, who ¢ hath
made of one blood, all nations to dwell upon the face
of the earth, and hath determined the times before ap-
pointed, and the bounds of their habitation.”|| "The
bounds of our habitation, and the consequent facility
and frequency of our intercourse with these de-
lnded outcasts, prove the undertaking more con-
venient, and practicable, and beneficial to us, than to

* 2 Cor. v. 10. T2 Cor. v. 19,  Acts x11. 36, . § 1 Ted, v, 4.

I! .".C'(S KTH. ST'
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any other people : and for us to overlook, or negleet
the ample means, with which we are furnished for
the purpose, were to ¢ withhold good from them to
whom it is due, when it is 1n the power of our
hands'to do 1t.”7*

Among the most eflicacious of these means, a par-
ticular attention to the young, holds a conspicuous
rank. Whetherin civilized or in savage society, the
rising generation presents a spectacle of the highest
interest. 1In the rising generation, we behold those
who are shortly. to be “i1nstead of their fathers,”’q|
and to constitute the nation, or iribe, or district, of
which they, hitherto, compose but an ineflicient and

subordinate part. Kree from the dominicen of invete-
rate prejudice and habit, they are peculiarly suscep-
tible of impréssions, favourable to the contemplated
reformation : and, by inducing them to ¢ approve the
things that are excélleni:,’ 't we take the most infalli-
ble method to insure that effect. "T'bey have nume-
rous avenues to the hearts of their parents, which are
inaccessible to all others; and as they advance in

years and virtue, they may be instrumental of inclin-
ing these parents to lend a candid and teachable ear to
lessons, which had else been treated -with pertina-
cious derision and scorn. In any event, their own
souls will be delivered ; and with them will com-

mence an cra, most propitious to themselves, and to
their lafest posterity.

~ In this connexion, it gives me pleasure to state,

Y Prov. i 270 1 Ps.oxlv. 16, 4 Philip. 1. 10,



>
e

that the Society, now before God, with some others
of a similar character, have adopted the practice ol
combining the estahlishment of schools with mission-
ary labour; a practice, the happy fruils of which
have excecded our most sanguine expectatious, and
producecl a determination o continue and increase It.

Pursuant to this determination, we have recently
petitioned the national legisialure for pecuaniary aid :
and we cannol but hope and believe, that the consti-
tuted guardiaus of the commonweal will eventually
see, that, beside the incalculable amount of virtue
and felicity to be anticipated from the measuve, to ap-
propriate a small part of the publick revenue, io the
diffusion of useful knowledge and true religion,
would do more to disarm the hostility and conciliate
the friendship of the wandering, untutored hordes
around us, than millions expended for their subjuga-
tion, by force of arms: more to perpetuate the alle-
giance and orderly conduct of our brethren, who, em-
igrating from its populous sections, are insulated in
the wilds of our country, than all the coercion. and
terrour-of penal laws.

But our petition, though preferred, has not yet
been discussed or granted; and we, therefore, need
and seek additional funds for immediate use. We
do not, however, solicit your contribution, my hear-
crs, as a sacrifice: we propose it to you, as a privi-
lege.  Occapied, as you are, by your respective call-
ings, and -unable to achieve the object Ly any other
process, 1t must be a privilege, that you are permif.
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led, by ¢ casting in of your abundance unto the oflcr-
ings of God,””* to gain the consolation and reward,
without the toil and peril, ol ¢ converling sinners
from the errour of their ways, and of saving souls
from death,””{ in places far removed from your per-
sonal agency and abode.

Bo you allége the improbability of succes 7 ¢¢ Lift
up your eyes, and look on the ficlds: for they are
white already to harvest.”’;{ Behold countless la.
hourevs, goinz forth from the east and from the west,
from the north and from the south., Mark the grati-
tude and joy, with which thewr approach 18 every
where hailed. See the long obstructed beams of gos.
pel light barsting into bright effulgence, in the dark-
est realms of paganism. Ivecollect that every new
proselyte opens a wider door to them that are ¢ sent
to preach good tidings, and prociaim the acceptable
vear of the Lord 3§ and you will not fail to aug-
ment the sum consecrated to so noble a cause, by
your bounty. God, let me tell you, may render
“your hounty the ultimate means of sustaining a wea-
ry herald of salvation, in his journey to some bewil.
deved mortal, who, by that interview, shall be led to
‘¢ hbelieve, with all his house,”’|| and be made an Ines-
timable blessing to the whole circle of his acquain-
tancc; an honoured instrument of exciting numn.
bers to ¢ flee from the wrath to come.’S DBy your
hounty too, Grod may ¢ perfect praise out of the

* Luke xxiv 4.+ James v, 20, % Johniv. 35, §Iselxn 2,
: .&G‘LS X\'i. 3*’%‘. 1 .\Iﬂtti i-lia :--
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mouths of babes and sucklings.””* T'he child, for
whom 1t procures an instructive book, may imbibe de.
vout and virtuous sentiments from the pages of that
book, and artlessly lisp those sentiments to a heed.
less [ather or mother, or both, in accents which shall
arouse them to consideration, and not only ¢ con.
strain them to live henceforth, not to themselves, but
to him that died for them and rosc again ;”’t but to
exert endeavours for the amendment of those with
whom they associate and converse,—the gracious in-
fluence of which, in all its bearings on the present
and fulure generations, baflles description, and over-
whelms imagination.

Resign yourselves, my brethren, to these delight.
ful anticipations § and, if you have a becoming sense
of the unspeakable benelits of the new and everlasting
covenant 3 if you have made these benefits your own,
by a cordial compliance with the overtures of mercy ;
il you have ¢“tasted and seen that the Lord is good,”
you will never be indiflerent to the progress of peace,
and truth, and righteousness among your fellow be-
ings. Whilst you cherish and display the spivit of
zodliness, in your daily walk, you will embrace this
and cvery suitable opportunity to multiply the troph-
ies and heighten the triumpbs of redeeming love.

¢“'T'hey that be wise shall shine as the brightness

of the firmament ; and they that turn many to right-
cousuess, as the stars forever and ever.”’$§

* Math. xxu. 16, 2 Corov, 14 0 Pabexxyiv, 80§ Dan, xii 3.
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DISTRICT OF MAINE.

Tue Rev, Dr. Narnavien Porrer commenced a mission
of two mouths at Fryeburg and the vicinity, September 1st,
1816, when he preached at Fryeburg ¢ to a respectable and at-
tentive, though not a large assembly,” and administered the
Lord?’ supper to about 40 persons.  On the 4th, he preached a
lecture in a district of the town where universalism prevailed,
and some very zealous advocates lor that doctrine were among
the hearers, ¢ My theme,” he writes, ¢ was John v,25; ameng
other things hrought to view the necessity of the sinuer’s hearing
the voice of the Son of God 1n the scense of the text, without
which his salvation would be impossible.”  After the lecture he
visited a man of four score and five years of age, who had been
in the assembly among his hearers, (formerly a member of the
church, and now an advocate for the doctrine of the salvation of
all men,) who told him, he thought he had delivered the truth,
desired him to visit him againg and joined with others 1n re-
questing him to preach on the Sabbath, in that vicimty, e
complied with the request. So good an acceptance, among
those of a different denomination, indicates that union of plain-
ness and fidelity, tempered with Christian prudence and the
“ meekness of wisdom,” which 18 worthy the mmtation of
other missionavies.  On the 7th, he attended a scliool, which has
obtained the name of Bible Schooly where a number of voung

3
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persons and children meet once in a week, to read in the Bible,
On the 15th, he visited a district school, inspected by Miss
Pr¥x#* g young woman of good education. ¢ I have never vis-
ited,” he observes, “ any district school, in which 1have found
this young woman’s superior. A knowledge of Grammar and
Reading, communicative talents and an excellent spirit of gov-
crument, were, perhaps, never more happily united than they are
in Miss P*##»¥ > At another time he visited a Bible school,
and preached a lecture 1o the pupils. ©On one Lord’s day, he
preached in Conway, admitted 3 persons into the church, and
administered the Lord’s supper. This service he performed on
an exchange with a minister, at the desire both of the church
and of the candidates for admission. At a public lecture ¢ the
preacher of universal salvation’” was one of the hearers, and
from him opposition was expected ; but, after an interview, they
parted amicably. ¢ A few of those who joined the society of
universalists have returned this summer, and are pretiy con-
stant attendants at the congregational sanctuary.”? .

On this mission, Dr. Porter administered baptism 5 times,
attended 4 communions, preached 10 lectures, attended 5 fune-
rals, and visited all the schools, ¢ which, at this time, were ver y
few.” A number of persons appearing to be under serious im-
pressions, he continued with them three or four wecks after-
wards, endeavouring, he writes, ¢ to win them wholly to Christ,
in the same manner, as when in the service of the Society ;
for he % could not leave them in this state.” Tle employed
much of his time in visiting, ¢ Few men were disposed to leave
the cares of their tarms to attend lectures; and 1n five seasons
in which he was on a mission, the success which crowned his en-
deavours in these visits, to awaken the careless sinner to seri-
ous consideration, and stimulate professors to double their dili-
gence, hag been more than that of public lectures. As God
seemed to ¢ own and bless such means,” he ¢ considered it as a
duty to pursue them.”” 1t was ins opinion, that the congrega-
tional society in Frycburg would ¢ not be able to continue
preaching through the year; yet thata thied month,” from us,

«would have heen sufficient to prevent a vacancy in any part
of 3¢,
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The Rev. Asa Preer has performed a mission ol two
months, at Belfast and the vicinity. He first visited Thomas-
ton, and preached on the Sabbath to a respectable assembly.
‘The next Sabbath he preached at Camden ; ¢ a full assembly,
and a very pleasing attention—a third exercise at a private
house at some distance.” e visited two schools herc, and
attended the catechetical exercise of both., At Belfast he was
“recerved apparently with satisfaction ;” visited 1n the course
of the week, and preached on the Lord’s day at the Academy
to a crowded assembly. Beside repeated services here, he
preached at Belmont, Dixmont, Unity, and a swmall plantation
contiguous to Belfast, still owned by the Waldo heirs. ¢ In
Thomaston there are individuals well disposed towards religious
purposes ; and they possess such local privileges, that, were
they a united people, the support of a minister would be-no bur-
den. Camden, although the bulk of the inhabitauts are sectari-
ans, the congregational society is respectable for property ; and,
unless I am mistaken, cherish more respect for the minmstry, and

" are better indoctrinated, than neighbouring places;.and here, I
think, missionary labours may prove useful. Belfast possess
commercial advantages above any town 1n the vicwity ... . the
population 1s heterogeneous. ... but_they are progressing to-
ward a more favourable state of social and religious order.”

The Rev. Danier Lovesoy eutered:on a mission of three
months at Robbinston and the vicinity, in September, 1816.
Though ¢ a stranger to the place and people,” he was received
with such respect and cordiality, and his labours were so appar-
ently ﬁcceptable and useful, that he writes in his journal: ¢ 1
think I had never more reason for thankfulness te the great
head of the Church for any events ot Providence, than for those
which related to wy mission to Robbinston.”” 'T'here 1s a small
congregational church in this place, but had been destitute of
preaching of this. kind about six years. This church was or-
vanized with the assistance of one of our former missionaries
[Mr. E. Abbot]; but the war, which commenced soon after, oc-
casioned the total suspension of the mission. Notwithstanding

------ - the presence of a preacher of another denomination, whose ser-
vices might have been continued there, ¢ the people unanunous<
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ly expressed a wish, that” our missionary ¢ might not only oc-
cupy the pulpit during the time specified in his commission,
but extend it as much longer at their expense.” He could not,
however, comply with the invitation to protract the term of his
continuance. As amissionary, he preached in this town 10 Sab-
baths, and lectures as ofter as it appeared to be proper, and
spent considerable of his time 1n visiting from house to house.
“ During my stay in this place,” he writes, ¢ 1 was treated with
the utinost kindness by the people, and had reason to believe,
that my feeble attempts in the gospel of Christ were crowned
with visible success. Six persons were added to the church of
such as, we char 1ta.bly hoped would be saved, and their children
dedicated to the Lord in baptism. Some attended meeting,
who bad not been seen there fm many years, if ever.” lhough
the inhabitants of the town were disposed to contribute in part
- to the support of the mission, it was thought most proper that
the contribution shonld be made by individuals, The sum thus
contributed was $51-50. Beside this donation to the Society,
a number of ladies in the town presented the missionary with

clothing to the amount of $40-873, and three dollars were given
him to aid him on his journey at his return. Mr. Lovejoy
preached considerably and visited at No. I, a plantation adjoin-
ing Robbinston, containing about 50 or 60 families; where he
received from an individual $2 for the Society, < There is,”
he writes, ¢in this plantation a considerable settlement of In-
dians, whom I visited repeatedly and conversed with the gov-
ernor. He seemed to be a man of some intelligence ; but, in
general they seemed to be 1n a wretched state.” He preached
several times at No. III, where there were about 20 families,
“ most of them well disposed towards the gospel ;> also at No.
II, about 15 miles from Rob’bmston, where are ¢ considerable
scttlements.” At Pennamaquan he preached 3 lectures, and
received for the Society $2:68. At Dennysville, where the
people appeared very attentive, he preached 4 lectures and one
Sabbath ; and received for the Society $17°14. There is 2 con-
gregational church in this place, and the Lord’s supper was now
first administered here, ¢ 'There were a namber of persons who
appeared anxious to enjoy the ordinances of the gospel.” At
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Orangetown, a plantation in that vicinity, he preached once,
and was informed, it was the only sermon delivered in the
place for six years. 'There was not a large number of faumilies
here, ¢ but they scemed very desirous of hearing the Word of
God, and able and willing to contribute of their substance for
the support of the gospel.” From two persons here he received
%3 ftor the Society ; making, exclusively of his present from the
ladies of Robbinston, the collective sum of $76:32, contributed
for the use of the Society. It is the opinion of Mr. Lovejoy,
that a missionary may be as profitably employed in Rebbinston
and vicinity, ¢ as at any place in the circle of his acquaintance.”
Beside the places already mentioned, he preached one Sabbath
at Frankfort,on his way to Robbinston, and oue at Unity, on
his return. During the mission, he preached 56 times, made
194 fanmly visits, attended 8'meetings for prayer and religious
conversation, administered the L.ord’s supper 4 times, baptized
I person of adult age, and 25 children,-and visited 4 schools.
The Rev, Josian PreT hag performed the service assigned
him at Norridgewock ‘and- the vicimity. 1n his mission, he
spent 9 weeks 1 the service of the Society, and preached 43
times, attended 4 conferences, visited 8 sick, one school, and
upwards of 40 tamilies. ¢ One week,” he writes, ¢ I have ven-
tured to spend 1n Norridgewock, and one in Bloomfield s the

~==~Test Lhave spent abroad. With respectto the reception I have

met with, T only say, iy labours have been reccived with ap-
parent cordiality and gratitude, and a 1cht1tmn of them uni-
formly solicited. The Macedonian cry 1 frequently hear from
places which I have not been able as yet to visit. I hope
to be able 1o make still wider excursions; but inorder to this, I
shall need the assistance of your Society.”

The Rev. Joun Sawver has heen assiduously engaged dur-
ing the year in the important duties of the minister and precep-
tor; 4 months of which services were by appointment of this So-
ciety at Brownville and the vicinity, He writes in his journal :
o L\ccphntr when I have gone some distance to preach on the
Sabbath, T have kept my school six days in the week,” during
~the last winter. His whole number of scholars was 39. 'Ihe_}
“make pleasing proficicney in every hranch of study,” taught
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them, “and their behaviour is very commendable. T view the
establishment of this Free School as one of the most important
and 1nteresting circuinstances in this northern and castern sec-
tion of the District. Can this school be continued, I appre-
hend it will have the greatest cffect of any thing upon the state

of schooling generally in this vicinity, Two of the scholars 1
had last winter are keeping school this winter to very general
acceptance.” In a letter, of Nov. 15th, to the Secretary,he
writes : «“ I have witnessed very pleasing effects from the Tes-
taments you procured lor me to distribute. 'We bave about 70
children reading the Scriptures, and their attention and fond-
ness for reading appear to increase. These children, since the
middle of July, have read, I trust, equal to 7 or 8000 chapters
in the New Testament. Some are now reading the Testament
through the fourth time; and most of them last December
could not read hut by spelling. More Testaments will be very
acceptable.,” Moses Greenleaf, Esq. writes, that ¢ several per-
sons, with large families, are now contemplating to change their
residence for the purpuse of affording their children the advan-
tage of the school.” |
The Rev. HeExnry TrUE, appointed at -the last semiannual
meeting of the Socicty to a mission of two months at Appleton
and the vicinity, commenced his labours in January, and per-
formed about one month’s- service; intending to perform the
remainder in the summer. His labours were at Appleton,
Searsmont, Putnam, and Montville, ¢ Searsmont, at present,
appears the most favourable to congregational mimsters, as
several families, from this | Union] and other places, friendly te
them, have lately moved into that town. The people have been
induced to raise a considerable sum for the purpose of employ-
ing a preacher. In Appleton, though divided by sectarists,
¢ there arc soine remaining, who seek the good old way; among
whom are & few who have been seriously impressed, and who
give hopeful evidenee of heing converted to holiness, The at-
tention to religion among all denominations has been of late
creater than wsual.  The meetings, where I have been, were
cenerally attended as well as could be expected.  In most in-
vtances, thankful expressions were made for the services ren-
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dered through the aids of your Society, and further assistance
earnestly requested.” Mr. True had made arrangements to
preach lectures, visit, and attend conferences, in the vicinity,
during the summer; ¢ hopingin this way to be as serviceable
and more acceptable than if he had spent ail the days of the
week abroad.”  Among other services, he visited schools, in
which lie ¢ gave such exhortations and advice as appeared most
important,” and distributed a considerable number of the Soci-
cty’s books. {"The remainder of Mr, True’s journal has not
been received, |

The Rev. Mr. Nusse continues his highly useful labours
at Ellsworth and the vicinity. Although his mpaired state of
health has not permitlted him to make so great exertions as in
preceding years; and the success of his endeavours has not, in
all respects, been equal to that which we have before recorded,
yet he proceeds in his course, with that faith and hope, which
the greatness of the causc, and a pious confidence in God, in-
spire. In his report he observes : ¢ Although, the present sea-
son, we may reap no precious fruits from our labours, the next
may be blest with an abundant havvest. ‘This should animate
our hope, and stimulate our exertions. It is our duty to go on
patiently and cheerfully”"with our appointed work; to be dili-
gent and faithful 1n planting and watering, trusting. in God to
to give the icrease at such time, and in such quantity, as he
may see fit.” The school under his care has-been kept in ope-
ration about ten months of the year past. The same studies have
been attended to as reported on former occasions, and much the
same method has been pursued with a view to store the minds
of vur youth with religious knowledge, and to form them to the
love and practice of moral goodness., ¢ 1 have lately, however,”
he 1nforms us, “introduced into my school a variéty of valuable
and interesting religious tracts. These are read on the Sab-
bath ; and on Monday wmorning the scholars are required to
oive an account of their contents. I cherish the ‘hope, that
this new regulation will be productive of’ good.”—* The infly-
cnce of my school is extensively felt in this new part of our

country. lIn it a goodly number have Leen qualified to be res-
pectable and useful teachers,.—In the course of the past year,
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7 young en and 18 young women have had the charge of
schools s some 3 months, soine 4, some 5, some G, and a lew
through the year. 'These have been spread over a tract of coun-
Lry more than 150 miles 1n length. Fromall the information I
have been able to collect, they were, L believe, generally very
useful in their employments, and very acceptable to thenr em-
ployers.”  After giving several testimomals in support of his
belief of their merits and services, he adds: ¢ These teachers
arc indebted, in part, to the hiberality of your Society for their
qualifications to be so acceptable and usetul, and several of
their schools have been, in part, supported by your charity.
Many have desired me to express their gratitude to your Socie-
ty for their kindness towards them.”

The Rev. Dr. PorTer has pertormed a second mussion to
Frychurg and the vicinity, to which he was appointed at the
last aunual meeting of the Society 5 and seldom has a mission
been crowned with greater success. He spent 10 Sabbaths,
preached several lectures, visited GO fawmilies and 9 schools,
baptized 9 children and 4 adults, and admitted 16 persons into
the church in Fryeburge The congregational society in that
townemployed him after the term of his mission was closed, and
the divine blessing still attended his labours.  Sincethe close of
the mission he ‘ulmlttLd 3 persons to churcli communton, and
baptized 2 heads of families and 4 children. ¢ 'There are,” he
writes, ¢ eight persons who now stand propounded, and ex-
pect to be admitted to church fellowship next Lord’s day. One
of these, a head of a fainily, was never baptized. 'Fhe number
of children 1in these families, (which are six,) 15 24, all to he
presented to baptism; the whole number of adults, reckoning
the candidates for admisston, 1s 7. The number of chil-
dren, including the 24 to be soon oflered, amounts to 37. Iu
forty four years of my ministerial labours, 1 have never seen
~so large a number of souls gathered into the kingdem of Christ
in <9 short a time. The spirit of inquiry is still awake, and a
hop.sul number under serious impressions. The God of all
arace perfect this, which, I believe, is his own work.—~The
w.mle number of communicants in this church is 106, 1t will
be remembered that the Congregational Society in Fryeburg is
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small, I hope it is increasing. The number added to this
church since the 1st of May is 22; the candidates therefore
make 30. 'T'his 18 certainly of the Lord. It is marvellous; 1t
is pleasing. Praise ye the Lord,all ye his saints.* This very
interesting account of the missionary s confirmed by a par-
agraph in the report of Alden Bradford Ksq. stating the result
of his inquiries in the District ol Maine. ¢ Mr, Fletcher thinks
Fryeburg, 1n Oxford county, is still deserving the attention of
the Society. He says Dr. Porter has done much good there;
that uncommon attention has been given to religion under Dr.
Porter’s preaching the last and present scason; that the con-
eregationalists are only about 40 or 50 famies, who, though
disposed to contribute something, are unable to-afford full sup-
port to a mimster,” e informed Mr. Bradford of the nume-
rous baptisms and accessions to the church in Fryeburg, and
said, ¢ that there was a prospect, if Dr. Porter should be contina
ued there, that the congregational society would increase, and
soon he able, without aid from abroad, to give an adequate com-
pensation to” a minister, and would have one scttled- among
them.” |

The Commiitee, on receiving ihis information, appointed
Dr. Porler to another mission of two months, to be commenced
nmmediately.

wimenuelill) o @Enar—y

ENDIANS,

AT Y B ¥

Stockbridae Indians.

T'nr state of the Indians under the care of Mr. SErGEANT
appears by his journals to have been gencrally similar to what
it was represented to be in our iast Report., By a parvagraph,
nowever, at the close of his last journaly dated 29 June, there
were favourable indications of considerable improvement in their
moral and religious state. ¢ With satisfaction and pleasure,”
he writes, ¢ 1 will further note, that there appears a general
veformation among my people, much more so than I have observ-

'S
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e¢d since they moved into thig country. The Indians, who depend
much on corn {or their support, have been, and are now, very
much distressed for bread, on account of the uncommon season ;
but they go among white people where it is- to be obtained, and
return and appear sober and diligent in their business. Their
wheat, now on the ground. appears promising. Their corn, as
the season has been, appears at present as if they would have
none. ‘This uncommon providence appears to he blessed to
their spiritual and temporal good.”

Senecas and Munsces.

Tue Rev. TiMmoTruy ALprx, (president of Alleghany Col-
lege,) in pursuance of the appointment of the Society, has visit-
ed the Seneca and the Munsee Indians, and performed mission-
ary.service among the destitute white inhabitants of the South-
western settlements. . He set out on the mission on the 1st of
August, and returned to Meadville early in September.  In this
period he preached 51 times, baptized 1infant,attended 2 pray-
er meetings, called on many families, conversed and prayed
with the sick wherever to be found in his route, and visited 3
Indian schools. On the Sabbath he officiated, < 1. Ina barn on
the Broken-straw 3* 2. in Cornplanter’s house at Jen-ne-sa-da-
cas 5. ata publick house in the township of Edenj 4. at a
schoothouse in the Seneca village, near Buffalo 5 5. at a school-
house in Jemestown, situated on the Rapids below Chaud-dank-
wa lake ; and G. at Oil creek, 28 miles from Meadville, and 1n
the evening,-at the house of Joseph Armstrong of the Big Sugar
Creek.” Te ¢ made 1t a point to preach whenever and wlher-
cver an assembly could be collected ; which sometimes scarcely
amounted to 20, and seldom to more thau 50 hearers, except up-
on the Sabbath, when he sometimes had nearly 200. At the white
settlements, generally consisting of people from the castern
s{ates,” he writes, that ¢ he was cordially receiyed 3 adding,
that «in all places there was a readiness, aud in gost an eager-
ness, to licar the gospel; and Jdrequent. were tif® lamentations
that this privileze is so ravely enjoved in those out posts of
Immanuel’s kingdom.”” Alter a brief account of the establisli-

* A stream emptying into the western side of the Alleghanys



39

ment of 4 mission by a Society in New York, at the Tuscarora
village, containing 320 souls, and the expected ordination of
Mr. James C. (Jlane as their resident missionary,and of the
religious state of the country, westerly from Lake Ontario, he
proceeds to give information of the more immediate objects of
our charity—the Indians.

““ In Cornplanter’s* village, extending one mile along the
banks of the Alleghany, are 48 persons, of different ages and
both sexes. I preached twice on a Sabbath in the spacious
house of that noble spirited chicf, which was well filled, and
mostly with Indians. Some of these were from Peter Krous’s
neighbourhood and from Cold spring. Henry Obeel, Cornplan-
ter’s eldest son, a major in the late war, officiated as my inter-
preter.  He performed with promptitude and in such a manner
as to arrest the attention of the aboriginal part of my auditory:.
He has olten interpreted in councils on subjects of business, but
never belore for a clergyman. Few if any of the Senecas have
ever had so great advantages for an education as the major.
In ecarly lhie he was. at school nearly 6 years in Philadel-
phia. Ile 1s a man of a very strong mind.. ... At the close of
each of my discourses, Cornplanter delivered an interesting
address, in which he expressed his gratitude for the notice tak-
en of him and his people. He said, ¢ I am always happy to sec
the ministers, and to have them preach at Jenunesadaqua. We
beain to understand something of the gospele We have been
in the dark, but we are beginning {o see light. I have long
been convinced that we are wrdng, I have oiten told my pco-
ple that we must be wrong, and that you must be right, because
you have the words of the Great Spirit written in a book.” *4

* Ki-cnd-twoh-ke literally means The Pianter. IHe 1s also known by
the Indian name No-nith, which'signiﬁes 1he Contemplative. liis En.
clish name 1s John Obeel Shin-ngé-watt-ni, the common wordfor Gen-
'fgman, is the term, by which'he is usually addressed by the Indians.

1 For a more particular account of * Cornplanter and the Indiane in
his hittle town,” Mr, Alden refers to a letter from himselt to Rev. Dr,
McKeay, printed in the Alleghany Magazine, November 1816. Yrom
that letter we select an mtelebtmg‘ paragraph : ¢ Last year, at a council
of the tribe, Cornplanter made an cloquent.speech of two hours’ length,
in which he guve a lucid history of his life. He stated that his tather
was a white man from Ircland, and that his mother was a Scneca; that
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M Alden had wformed him the day bheforey that he wad
going to see Red Jacket and the Indians of his village. In one
of his addresses, Cornplanter said, ¢ I have often talked to Red
Jacket about worshipping the Great Spirit in your way, but he
has constantly told me, that he was determined never to con-
form to your way, that he meant to hold on in the way which
his fathers had taught him. As your object 1s good, 1t can do

no hurt to visit him and his people, but I do not think that he
will take hold ofit. If I thought Red Jacket would take holil
of ity I would go with you to sec Red Jacket, and talk to him
about 1t.”” . .. ¢ On the following day,” writes the missionary,
““ he obligingly accompanied us 14 miles, to Cold spring. In
passing diflicult and dangerous places, he kindly took the lead,
shewing us the safest course, and whenever we came to a piece
of tolerable road, with much civility he would fall back, and,
pointing for me to go forward, say, in broken Knglish, cood
roud, good road.” Having taken notice of an Indian school,
which he visited, under the care of Mr, Oldham, and of the sal- -
utary eflect of his instructions and example; and of another at
Cold spring, « diligently taught by Mr. Elkinton, at the expense
of the Friends, who have long bestowed their benevolent atten-

he had always been attached to the tribe; that he had been zealous in
their way’ of -worship ; but, that now he was convinced they were all
wrong ; that he was determined to devote himself to the way, in which
the ministers walk, meaning the christian religion. f Anow, said he,
that we are wrong. [know that they are right. 'Their way of worshipping
the Great Spirit is good. 1Iseeit; I feelit; Ienjoyit. 1In this happy
and persuasive manner did he, with bhis imperfect knowledge, plead
the cause of Christ. In one part of his animated address, when speaking
of his former views and habits, his language scemed to be like that of
Paul giving a representation of his pharisaick zeal.in opposition to
christianity ; in anotber part, it was like that of Joshua stating his pi.
ous resolution to the tribes of Israel at Shechem. How much of the
gospel plan of salvation this venerable sachem understands, it is difficult
to-ascertain ; yet, from the speech already noticed ; from his subsec~
quent, as well as previous, occasional remarks, so far uas collected and
comprehended ;5 from his discountenancing the annual sacrifices, to
which most of his tribe are still attached ; .from the demolition of the
idol, a few years since, which was long a conspicuous object of adora-
tion in his village ; and, especially {from his late cxertions for a preach-
ed gospel, is there not reason to conclude, that the Holy Comforter has
so enlightened and prepared his mind, that he only needs an explana-
tion of the religion of Jesus, to embrace it withall his heart:*
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fions on this section of the Seneca tribe;” he mentions his
preaching at a private house in Big Valley, nigh the upper end
of the Indian reserve, which lies upon the Alleghany. An-
néh'-yesh,* a respectable chief, usually called Long John, and
more than a dozen other Indians attended the meeting. Mr.
McKay, a gentleman well versed in the Seneca language, acted
the part of an interpreter with ability. The chiel’ made a
specch, in which he thanked me for coming to see the Indians
and to preach to them, and wished me to express his grateful
acknowledgments to the good people, who thought so much of
the poor Indians as to send a preacher to them. Something
was suggested on the importance of having their children in-
structed, and the question was asked, whether it would be
agrecable to the Indians to have a school established at Squish-
.an-a-doh-toh,t the place of his residence, so called. He was
understood to accede to the importance ol such institutions,
but said he could not make a reply till a council had decided.
I intimated that in case the chiefs should communicate a wish
to have a school in that part of the reserve which is remote from
the one under the kind direction of the EFriends, before noticed,
there was no doubt hut such a wish would be premptly gratifi-
ed.” -Passingthrough Big Valley, Mr. Alden came to the shore
of Lake Iirie, 14 miles from Buffaio, and called on Mr, Hyde,
who has kept the Indian school in the Seneca village, on Bufta-
lo creek, five years. From all that he had heard,he ¢ had lit-
tle expectation of being permitted to preach to the Indians in

this, which 1s the moust populous settlement of the Senecas ;*’

but he ¢ met with a much more agreeable reception than he had

anticipated. Accompanied by Mr. Hyde,” he observes, ¢ we vis-
ited some of the nativesyparticuiarly Young King and Capt. Pol-
lard, two of the most influential chiefs. The business of my mis-
sion was made known to them, and they expressed their ap-

probation of the object. Pollard said he was glad I had called on

the chiefs so as to inform them of my wishes, that they might have

opportunity to communicate them to their people. It was their

desire that the meeting might be on the Sabbath, to which I

* The Tallest, or The Tall One.
+ Literally Bald IHill Flat.
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cheerfully agreeds Young King and Pollard promised to give
notice of the meeting, and Jacch Jamieson, who had resided
amony them two years, engaged to interpret.”  In the mean
time our missionary made an excursion to Lewistown, passed 1n
sight of the Niagara Falls,* and cressed over into Queenstown,
where he ¢ preached to a goodly number of his Britannic majes-
ty's subjects, and again iv the out skirts of Lewistown.” Of
the discourse to the Lndiaus, at the tine appointed, he gives the
following interesting account, ¢ We metat the school house
in the Seneca village, and it was filled with the tawny inhabi-
tants, while a cousiderable number stood without at the door
and windows. ‘Ten chiefs were present, of whom one was the
noted So-gwé-c-wan’-tau,t known by the name of Red Jacket,
of whose shrewd remarks to missionaries, on some former occa-
sions, you have probably been apprised.—I was happy to learn,
that when Pollard informed hun of wy arrival and wishes to
preach to the Indians, he expressed his unqualified approbation
of the steps taken for that purpose, and offered nothing in the
way of objection, as he had formerly done to my predecessors.
Mr. Ilyde was delighted o see such a full meeting, and espe-
cially so many chicfs giving a respectiul attention to the word
dispensed. In my address 1 spake of the past and prescut
state of the Indians, lamented the bad example too olten set
them, and the injustice not unfrequently done them by the un-
principled among their white brethren. 1 spake of the excel-
lence and infinite importance of the ospel, and the comfort,
which many Indians had enjoyed on a death bed in trusting |
their souls to the Lord Jesus Christs 1 descanted on the un-
certainty ol life, a judgment to come, and an eternity to fol-
low, the awful state of all men by nature, and the only method
of escape from the wrath which awaits the impenitent and un-
helicving, representing that Jesus is the Son of God and the on-
ly Saviour of the world. I also spake of the wonderful exertions
of the present day tor spreading the gospel to the unenhght-
ened narts of the carth, of the prophetick declarations of scrip-
* Tu the language of the Senceas, Ye-tth'-grau Kas.kongl/sshit.di.

+\Which literally means, Wide awiake and keeps every one clse
H“".:Lke-
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ture velative to a happy period, which is fast approaching, when
poor Indians, and millions of the human race, a8 ignorant as
they, would be brought to behold and to rejoice in the glorious
light of the gospel, when every wicked practice would come toan
end, and all the tribes of nen would form one vast band of breth-
ren, 1 mentioned that the good peopie of Boston and the vi-
cinity, a distant place on this island (adopting their language,)
had sent me to preach to them, that they had no sinister motives
for so doing, that they did not wish for their land, nor any
thing they possessed ; but, fecling the comlorts of religion in
their own hearts, they longed to see the Indians and all their
fellow creatures blessed with the heart cheering hopes of the
cospel of Jesus, and they considered 1t a duty to help those,
who are unable to help themselves, ag far as in their power, to a
knowledge of such infinite moment to every human being ; ad-
ding, that I should gladly hear any remarks they might see fit
to make upon any thing I had offered.—After a short consultas
tion, Capt. Pollard rose,and 1 a very graceful and eloquent
manner delivered an address. I regret that I cannot present
it to you in full. Neverdid I behold a more solemn and inter-
esting countenance. Jawmeison said he could not interpret the
whole, but would give me a sketch., It was nearly in these
words : ¢ Brother, the chiefs have agreed thai I should speak to
you in their name, ¥We are happy to see you among us. We
are happy to hear about the Great Spivit. We are happy tu
hear the gospel, IWe have understovd almost every thing you
have told us,  We like it very much, We thank you for com-
ing to talk to us, WWe thank the good people who have thought
of us, and have sent you to us. Ve should be glud o have min-
isters come to see us again’  ‘L'his 1s probably a very meagre
as well as a greatly abridged version of a speech, in the pro-
nouncing of which the chiel was not less than 20 minutes, and
displayed the talents of an orator absorhed in the magnitude of
his subject. T made a short veply, expressing my hope, that in
due time they would be blessed with the full orbed influence of
the glorious sun of righteousness, that they would understand
(e truths of the gospel, and ewbrace them, to their greatest
comfort in life and death. aud that. should we never meet to-



40

wether again to worship the Great Spirit upon earth, we might
meet with joy at the tribunal of heaven, and spend an eternity
in praising and blessing the great God and Redecmer.  Alter
shaking hands, according to customn on all such occasions, we
parted, I trust, mutually pleased and gratified.”

The result of his observations and experience deserves our
regard. ¢ 'The more I have attended,” he observes, < to the
situation of the aboriginal part of our extensive republick, the
more I have been convinced, that to teach the Indians with ef-
fect the truths of the gospel, ministers must live: with them,
learn their language, and preach to thew in their vernacular
tongue. It is generally difficult to procure an interpreter of
abilitics, and still more so to preach in such a manner that jus-
ticc may be done to many subjects, and a faithful translation he
aiven. The fact is, the languages of our red brethren are bar-
ren of terms for conveying many truths to their understanding.
Still, if a minister were fully acquainted with their language
and mode of illustrating subjects, he would be able to couvey
his meaning in a way wluch would be comprehended.”

Mr. Alden visited the Cataraugus village ; but ¢ many of
the leading characters were absent.” Jolmson, the interpreter,
sald he was persuaded it would be very agreeable to the chiefs
and their people to hear the gospel, if they had been at home.
Muv. Taylor, of the denomination of Friends in their vicinity, ex-
pressed his regret, that our missionary could not have an oppor-
tunity to preach to the Cataraugus Indians. ¢ These are all
Senecas, except about 6 families, who are Munsees. At the
Seneca village on Buffalo Creek are about 700 Senccas, 16 Mun-
sees, some Onondagas, some Cayugas, and a few Squaukes.
in the different reserves, the Senecas amount to something more
than 2000. The language of the Munsees 1s radically difterent
from that of the former. They are so called from the place
where they formerly lived, on a branch of the Susquchannah,
but are of the Delaware tribe.”

Mr. Alden gives the following account of the state of the
white inhabitants in his vicinity. ¢ Within 16 miles of Mead-
ville are seven places where there ought to be preaching; at
four of these, churches have been gatheréd, but they very sel-



4 ]

dom hear the gospel. 1 have preached in all these places, and
I have reason to suppose it would be agreeable to the people to
hear me more frequently than they do; and they would willing-
ly contribute something toward the support of a missionary,
who should visit them in rotation,”

-

The Rev. Mr. Cor having declined a mission to the Indiang
at Charlestown (R. 1.) the last ycar, and crrcumstances heing
the present year altogether unfavourable to its continunance, the
Committee, in compliance with advice from the president of the
Rhode Island Missionary Society, have employed no missiona-
ry there since their last Report,and are not yet prepared to rec-
ommend the appointment of one, They wait for further and
more encouraging i.lormation,

gl 4 G v

A surplusage from the Alford fund enabled the Committee,
agreeably to a vote of the Society, to make a small appropria-
tion for the benefit of the Indians at Martha’s Vineyard, not in-
cluded in the provision already made by Harvard Collcge.
Mr, Frederick Baylies, well recommended to the Committee
for Ius abilities and fidelity, and great acquaintance with the
Indians, has been appointed to teach the Indian clalidren and
youth. le visited the Indians at Chabaquiddick about the
last of May, and wrote to the Secretary: ¢ The Natives ap-
peared to be really pleased to think'T was about to open the
school. I calculate to have .25 scholars.”

el 4 sy

The subject of petitioning the Government of the United
States for aid in the education of Indian children, which was
referred to your Committee, has been attended to. A Petition
for that purpose was forwarded to one of our Representatives
and presented to Congress.at the last session in February.
Although not then acted upon, the Hon, Mr. STEARNS, Who
presented it, observed, ¢ the subject may be called up again
next sesston, if it should be thought advisable. The historical
sketch and the annual Report of the Society are enclosed and
filed away with the memorial. I am inclined to believe the

eventual success of this attempt probable.”
6
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BOOKS.
f'he Books and Tracts of the Society have been distributed
as usual.  Those sent to Brownville and the vicinity were re-
ceived with thankfulness and avidity. Of those sent to the
care of Rev. Hezckiah Packard, this faithful agent writes:
“ Pleasing accounts have been received, from difterent plac-
s, of the manner in which the books were received and read.
[ have the impression, that numbers have become more thought-
{ul and religious, in consequence of the Society’s pious charity
in this neighbourhood. Doddridge has been, to my knowledge,
rcad by several families with greatinterest,”
rreeaglilh 4 Tavens

By this view of the whole ground, the Society will be ena-
iled to perceive the state of the missions, and to adopt meas-
ures accordingly.,  The Report of Alden Bradford Esq. on the
District of Maine, while it, for the most part, conlirnis the pro-
priety of our recent transactions, will greatly assist your Cem-
mitice in the designation of stations and missionaries, to be
proposed to you at the annual meeting.

In the review of the lust year we see much to afiord us pleas-
ure and encouragement. Some of our missions have been unu-
sually successful. Thirty years have now elapsed since the in-
corporation of the Society. That 1ts endcavours to promote
the religious improvement and final salvation of those, who have
stood in the most neced ol assistance, have been, in some de-
eree, cllectual, there seems no room to doubt. For this cause
we bow our knees in devout thankfulness and praise to GOD,
who hath ¢ commanded the blessing.”” 1f, the fruit of our la-
bours be not now always visible, 1t may appear hereafter, The
promise 1s sure. 1f we sow bountifully, we shall reap also
bountifully. ¢ Let us not,” therefore, brethren, ¢be weary 1n
tvell doing; for 1n due season we shall reap, it we faint not.”

By order of the Select Committee.

A, HOLMES, Secretary.
Doston, 6 Noc. 1817,
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STATEMENT OF FUNDS, 1817,
U. 8. Six Per Cent. Stock, nominal §7500

real value 1st April 1817, 78375

Union Bank Stock - . - . 650000

Massachusetts State Notes . - - 64000

Bonds and Mortgages - - - 700:00
Seven Per ('ent. btde - - - 1974400 /

Massachusetts Bank Stock - - - 2000+00

R23167°735.

Cash on hand - - $884-48.

Of the above capital, 9000 are the donation of Hon. Joux

Avrrvorp, Esq. exclusively lor the Indians,
His Honor, WirLLiam PaiLvies, Esq. presented to the So-

ciety 500 to be expended during the current year.
I‘he Collection at the Church in Chauncy Place, 6 Novem-

her, was $207-84.

MISSIONARIES AND APPROPRIATIONS ¥FOR 1817.

Months,
Rev. john Sawyer Brownville and vicinity 4
< Daniel Lovejoy Robbinston and vicimty 4
«  Nathaniel Porter p. D. Fryehuw and vicinity 4
““  Asa Piper Camden and vicinity 2
Josiah Peet Norridgewock anducmltyz
e $b Nathan-Douglag——Altred- and vicimity: <@
- ¢« John Dutton ~ Great Is. and 1. of Shoals 1
¢  Peter Nurse F.ilsworth crant 100
To Do. for Schools 100

der direction of Rev. J. Sawyer and M. Greenleaf,

To the Schools in Williamsburgh and vicinity un-
200
lisq. for the past and present year

Months.
Rev. Freeman Parker Dresden and vicinity %
¢¢  Jonathan Fisher Sedgwick - - 1
To Limerick (conditionally) - . - %50
¥or the purchase of books = - - - 100
From JAlford Fund.
To Rev. John Sergeant . . . Salary - - Q90
To Do. Indlan Schools - - 50
For the ’\Tarraganset Indians ... and at 38-48
- )

1he disposal of the Select Committee
Rev. Timothy Alden—a mission of 6 wecks

among the Senecas and Munsees.
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UFFICERS ELECTED, XXX MAY, MDCCCXVII,

s Honor WILLTAM PHILLIPS, s, President,
Roev, FLIPHALET PORTER, DL DL Viee President,
Reve ABIEL TTOLMIER, D DL Secrctary.

Reve WIHLLTAM B, CHANNING, Assist, Secretary.
Mue, SAMUKL L AWALLEY., Treasurer.,

Mr. JOSIAH SALASBURY, Vice Treasurer.

SELECT COMMUN TR ~—SanmueL Savisaury, Esq, Rey.
Jentoian Monss, D Do Avpey Biravroro, tsqg. Me Jases
Yourre, Heve Unarees Liowernn, with the Presioenrt, Seo-
RETARY, atd TrREASURER,

PRESENT MEMBERS OF THE SOCIEFETY, IN ALPHABUTICAL ORDER.

Rev, Jashua Dates. | Damuel Parknin, Esq.

Alden I}l acdtord, Fosq. Roev Fhiphalet Paason, .0, D,
Do e Bussey, Fag, Fhis Honor Wit Phlﬂl[n, W1
BRoev, Willoun F. ( hanmng, Jonuthum Plalhins, fisq.

Lion. Johu Duavis. Rev, John Prerce.

flon "Uhomus Daees, Fpholet Porter, DT
seonael Blhot, Fs. Damel DL Ragers, Fag.
Wathanael Miomans, 13 L, Sambicl Sulisbury, Esq,

Jo.n Foster, 1 1) Mo Josuh S lln-.lmlt

Cadedh Gaoneit, s, f\ii hsha Ticknor.

lev, »anaacd Ghde. Mrotdward Tuckernmiun jun,
D ovid w Greenoueh, Tl Hon, BDudlev A, [\ng

ey Wallimmn Goreenough, M, Samuel T Waldley

Lo Hedye, B | Henry Ware, DD S 'r. .
Abiel i ;11..._5, D D. | STon, Ohiver Wendell.

Baward AL Holvoke, MDD, Jamies White, 1‘15{1

Rev. Joshua Thintigton, Fhenezer Waght, 1sq.

S Davad Heslop, M Walliam WY l)m“Jll(l

Rev. James Kendall,

John "I Wirkleod, LD LEL TN TEMBENRS TECEASED SINCE 1814,
Rev. Charles Low L” .

Bev, Joseph Mokhean, .l D, Ioun Lathrop, DI

Jodidiah Morse, D D, - tlon, Cotton Tults, M. D,
Blgah Parish, DD, Sarsuet Wialhioms, L. D,

PORM OF A BEQUEST, OR LEGACY.

Uom o L etve wid begueatl the sum of Lo the
Suciety fur propaealing the Gospel among the Indians and oth-

prs in Nordh America @ to be a';)pllul either to the general ob-
ects of the Iustitution, or to such particular purpuses, consis-
fent awith those objects. as the donor may think proper.



