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!thc exiflence of the dangers, sgainfi which the reader 35

cautiored.  Thefe notes correfpond to the numbers, which
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COILOSSIANS ii. 8.

Beware lft any mian fpoil yeu throvgh ghilefiphy and -
‘vawn decetty aftcr the tradiien of men, cfter the rudimanis
of the world; and nct after Chrifl.

- [T p—

HILOSOFHY, inits gennine import ard

tendency, is friendly to revealed religion.
When applied 10 the material fyflem, by dilclofing
the nature and pioperties of things, it not only leads
to many important difcoveries in the ufeful and or-
namental arts of life ; but is calculated 1o fill the
mind with the mof} exzlted conceptions cf the pow-
er, vifdom, and goodnefs of the Divine Architcél.
When converfant with the moral world, it explains
the chara&er, attributes, and will of God ; points
cut the reiation in which we flarnd, and ihe obliga-
tions which we owe to Him and each other ; ard as
far as it extends, inculcates the fame ccfrines and
precepts which ike Gofpel contains.

Unhappily, bowever, a pernicious forhifliy, the
cfi:pring of depravity, a1.d parent of miichief, has
fprung forth, and affumed the fame 2ppeliation. OFf
this vain, and deceitful philofophy, ike apoflle ex-
horts us 1o beware. Its nature ard «fHe&s, there-
fore, I thall Firft corfider : Secendly, exhibit in con-
traft with ity the pusity and e:cellence of Chriflian
principles : Whence, Thirdly, will sppear the necef-
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fity and duty of a watckful obedience to the injunée-
jonin the text. .

In former times, the enemies of revelation feem-
ed to have no other objeél in view thantoundermine
the Chriftian faith. To this point they direfled all
their wit and {ubtilty, without bringing forward any
definite fubflitute. The reafon probably is, that con-
fcious of the difingenuity and turpitude of their de-
figns, they were athamed explicitly to avow them.
They had not the affurance to own that their princi-
pal with was to be freed from the reftraints of reli-
gion ; and that they neither knew nor cared what
fcenes of diforder and wickednefs enfued, if they
could only walk in the imagination of their hearts
with impunity and withoat reproach. |

But in latt¢rdays, this rclic of ancient modefty has
grown into difufe. Modern philofophifts fpeak with
lefs referve, and tell us plainly what that ameliorat- -
ing {yftem is, which they would eftablifh on the ruins
of Chriftianity. Among thofe who admit the exift-
ence of a God (for many of them reje&t this funda-
mental truth) the obligation, and even the propriety
and utility of paying Him any external homage is po-
fitively denied. Confequently, the Sabbath is to be
abolithed, and houles of worfhip deftroyed, neglett-
ed, or converted to other purpofes. (1)

Inour focial intercourfe, it is laid down as a prima-
ry maxim that every one is invincibly and neceflarily
impclled to the precife mode of conduét, which he
purfues. The dofiine of refponfibility is therefore
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exploded. If a man injure his heighbour, it is ih-
deed unfortunate ; yet be is neither blameworthy nor
punithable.(2) The end, too, fanétifies the means;
and if the end be good, it is deemed of little, or no
confequence at whofe expence it is achieved. The
more intimate conne&ions of iife are to be diffolved
at pleafure. Matriage is pronounced ¢ a monopo-
ly, and the worft of monopolies” ;(3) and an indif-
criminate intercourfe between the fexes is contend-
ed for as more confiftent with thelaws of nature ! (4)

Somé plaufible pretence was found expedient for
letting loofe thofe turbulent paffions, which from
time immemorial liave been reputed hoftile to the
fafety and order of fociety. Otherwife, every mind,
hot totally abandoned, would revolt at the very
thought. Hence a fpecious, but vifionary and im-
pradlicable philanthropy is pathetically recommend-
ed. We are called upon to extend an undiftinguifh-
ing affe&ion to all mankind ; and, at the fame timey
forbidden to cherith and exprefs any appropriate
kindnels for our parents, our children and other re-
lations, beyond what we feel for utter ftrangers, un-
lefs they happen to be more deferving. Their con-
fanguinity entitles them to no preference in our ef-
teem. (5) Thus by detaching our hearts from thoft
with whom we are moft intimately conneted, and
who fall within the fphere of our immediateinfluence;
and by dirc&ing our good will to indefinite, diftant,
and unapproachable objefls, a foundation is laid for
the extin&ion of all the tender charities of our exift-
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énce ; while, under the idea of exercifing a diffufive

and fublime benevolence to the whole fpecies, we

are encouraged in the moflt contrafted and criminal
felf love.

In fatarity weare d=ftined to perpetual infenfibili-
ty ; for death is proclaimad an eternal flzep 1(6) So
that the awful and commanding apprehenfion of a
retribution to come, which tends, above all things,
to check the d:vices and perpetrations of iniquity,
is to be eradicated from the human breaft ; and eve-
ry one is to ¢ walk in the way of his heart and in the
fight of his eyes,” unawed by the {folemn admonition
that ¢ for all thiele things God will bring him into
judgment.”

Such, without the leaft exaggeration, is the moral
code which according to its authors and abettors is
to {uperfede the Bible, and p=rfzft our nature. Not
a fingle article is hiere exhibited but hasits advocates
ih print.

Now, itmu be obvious to every honelt mind, that
in a conmunity aftuated by fuch fentiments and
viaws, felfithnaels, cruelty, and anrighteouflnefls would
predominate to the exclufion of every focial and di-
vine virtue. The value which is now fet upon life
would be no more ! Not only that [olicitade for felf
prefervation ; but that tender regard to the health
and faf-ty of others, which the doftrines of immor-
tality and a future retribution infpire, would be an-
nihilated ; and all the craelties of pagan darknels
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would revive ! The dilappointed would have little
to relrain themn from felf-murder; nor could the am-
bitinus feel more relustance at imbruing their hands
in the blood of an adverfary or rival, than at the de-
fru@ion of a noxious animal for fafety ; ora harm-
lefs one for fubfiftence!

Yet thele fentiments, horrible and rainous as they
are. have heen, and are fill propagatcd with afton-
ithingart and induftry,in almoft every part of Chrift-
endom. Under the impoling name of philofophy,
they are fometimes unequivocally advanced and de-
fended ; but more frequently incorporated and dif-
guifed with other matrer.  For this purpofe, all the
ufages of antiquity are infidioufly reprefented as a
fy@em of tyranny, calculated to cnflave both the
minds and bodies of men, and deprive them of that
freedom, to which they have a natural claim. The
inflitutions of religion, and thofe of government too,
fo far as Chriftianity derives any fupport from the
civil arm, are painted as engines of the moft intole-
rable oppreflion ; and we are advifed to burft thefe
chains afunder, and affert and enjoy the privileges of
our being ! That is, in plain and explicit terms to re-
nounce the golpcl, and live as we lit ! For who does
not fee, that this muft be the final end of relinquith-
ing the means of moral inftru@ion ; or even of neg-
lef@ling to enforce them by law ? I readily concede
that particular creeds and formsof worfhip ought ne-
ver to be prefcribed. | But does it hence follow that
no attention to the Chriftiar Sabbath, and ns vifible
adoration of the Dei:y fhou!d be required ? Are not
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that fenfe and awe of God which thefc are calculat.
ed to excite and preferve, obvioufly neceffary to a
cheerful and confcientious fubmiflion to human ru-
lers; and, of courfe to the fccurity and welfare of
fociety ? Who, then, that is willing to ¢ lead a qui-
et and peaceable life, in all godlinefs and honefty”
himfelf, can objc&t to their legal eftablilhment ?

Itis immaterial which is firft corrupted, our princi-
ples, or our habits. Thelc different fpecies of cor-
ruption are mutually caufc and cffe&. Infidelity pro-
duces vice, and vice reforts to infidelity in its own
defence. Anotherclafs of champtions, therefore, con-
ﬁan‘tly affail the public with romances, plays, and
¢« cunningly devifed fables,” in which the hero, tho’
drawn as extremely amiable ir his manuers, benevo-
lent in his difpofition, and attached to the rights of
man, is fure to be an infidel; and in the courfe of
his career, to be guilty of aduitery,fight aduel,or com-
mit fuicide, under fuch peculiar and interefling cir-
cumftances as are evidently intended todiminifliour

“natural horror of fuch vile perpetrations ! By thele
arts, the minds of many are imperceptibly unhinged ;
their fympathy transferred to fiflitious or deformed
objeéls; and their Lzarts fteeled againft real woe,till
« they are led captive of the deceiver at his will.”
Thefe and other fimilar modes of attacking our holy
faith, are the ¢ vain deceit,” of which the infpired

peninan fpeaks.

The fpiritof prophecy, long fince foretold the work-
ings of this % myftery of iniquity™ and charafterized
its abettors. % As there werefalfe prophets of old; a-

I ey e e
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mong the people ; fo alfo there {hall be falfe teachers
among you, who privily fhall bringin damnable here-
fies, even denying the Lord that bought them. And
many fhall follow their pernicious ways, by reafon
of whom the way of trath fhall be evil fpoken of.
And through covetoufnels fhall they, with feigned
words, make merchandize of you. They walk after
the flefh,in the lufts of unclcannefs, and defpife go-
vernment. Prefumptuous, felf willed, they are not
afraid to fpeak evil of dignities. As natural brute
beafts, made tobe taken and deftroyed, they {peak e-
vil of things which they underftand not, They count
it a pleafure to riot in the day :ime. Spots they are,
and blemifhes, fporting them{elves with their own de-
ceivings, while they feall with you. Havingeyes full
of adultery, and that cannot ceafe from fin ; beguil-
ing, unftable fouls. An beart they have, exerciled
with covetous praftices. They have forfaken the
right way, and are gone altray, following the way of
Balaam,the fon of Bozor, who loved the wages of un-
righteoufnefs. Thefe are wells without water, clouds
that are carried about with atempeft. For when they
fpeak great fwelling words of vauity, they allure thro’
the lufts of the flefh, through much wantonnels, thofe
that were clean efcaped from them that live in error.
While they promile them liberty, they themfelves are

the fervants of corruption.”*

Nothing can be more apparent, than the utter im-
poflibility that fuch perfons thould be friendi; to the
virtue, or bappincls of mankind. Self indulgence
is their only aim ; and they care not whom they fa-

* 2 Peter 2 chap.
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crifice to their ambitious and finilter projeéls. The
only thing that can give them afcendency, and facil-
itate the accomplithinent of their withes, is the mifap-

. prehenfion of their charafler. And this, firange as
it may {eem, is prediéted by Omnilcience itfelf. Pur-
s fuant to this predittion thoufands of honeft inen have
| doubtlels been decoved by falfe colors to engage in
their caufe ; and, like Paul of old, when periecuting
the church, have ¢ verily thought ithey did God fer-
vice,” and were pleading for a fpiiit ot Chriftian can-
dour, charity, and toleration ; while, in faft, they
were inconfcioufly le{fening the importance of reve-
lation in their own, and the minds of others ; and,

i by giving it no decided preference to oppoling fyf-
- tems, were aiming a deadly blow at the gofpel itlelf !

Itis a matter quite indifferent to the irnfdel philo-
fophers of the age, whether our motives be good or
bad ; and whether we mean fo in our hearts oc not,
if we will only co-operate with them in their favor-
ite defign. They know perfeétly well, that if they
can once draw us into the {nare, we fhall in any ec-
vent lend thewm cur aid for a while ; and, probably,

- be more and more entangled, uill we give up both the
expetlation and the wilh of deliverauce, and become
wholly devoted to their intercft. . Here our chief
danger lies. I do not belive that a very confidera-
ble portion of my Counir_','m:"n have any difpofiiion
to Zifcredit or difcard the religion of their fathers :
but I do verily believe, that they are in great hazard
of being unwarily feduced and led aftray. For the
apoftles of infidelity are indefatigable in their exer-

———— e e - .
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tions. Vain writers, and vain talkers in abundance
are employed. Thofe leading profelyteswhohave had
accels to the fountain head, and imbibed their opin-
ions from the diflinguifhed high priefts of fkepticifm,
whether of ancient or modern date, are eager, either
by the humbler vehicles of pamphlets, or in their
daily converfation, to difplay their knowledge, and
communicate their difcoveries to their ncighbours :
Thefe again to others ; and thus the fame demoraliz-
ing principles, for {ubftance, have been tran{mitted,
repeated, and circulated, from the commencement
of the Chriftian Era, down to the prelent day. Mul-
titudes have received and fpread them, without fuf-
peling the antiquity of their origin ; and have ig-
norantly claimed originality, while they were the
mere retailers of profane jefls, and fophiftical argu-
ments, long fince refuted. The diffoiute and vicious,
of every age and country, have had fome tradition-
al acquaintance with them, and have endeavoured,
to the utmolt of their power, to give them credit and
currengy. Indeed,the whole fcheme of modern in-
fidelity is But a tranfcript, or rather combination of
the moft corrupt and extravagant theories of pagan-
ifm, modified by the exifling ftate of the world. The
fhades of difference, which appear in the oppofition
it now makes to human laws, are eafily zccount-
ed for. The religion of the heathen gave full fcope
to licentious inclinations ; and, therefore, no objec-
tion was felt, or made to its receiving the counte-
nance of the magiftrate. But the religion of Chrift-
ians is totally oppofed to ¢ thele vanities,” and {tridt-
ly forbidsevery impure defire,and profligate pratlice.



[ 14 )

- For this reafon, every government which fan&ions

- its inftitutions and dutes, muft cither withdraw its
patronage, or be demolithed! Even the boafted re-
finement of the new philofophy is more in pretence
- than reality. For though it be exempt fromthe grofl-
er ablurdities of polytheifin, it might eafily be prov-
ed that this exempiion is owing to the light of that
very revelation with which it militates. In its na-
ture and tendency, it flill bears a firiking refemb-
. lance to the old.(7) Hencz it is faid to be ¢ after
the tradition of men”; while on account of its fen-
fual and earthly compleélion itis pertinently added,
¢:afierthe rudiments of the world, and notafterChrift.”

This reminds me, fecondly, to exhibit in contraft
~ with it, the purity and excellence of Chriftian prin-
ciples. |

The difgufting fpefacle, which bas paffed in re-
view before us, will ferve, it is hoped, to endear to
our hearts the fublime and falutary do€trines of holy
writ. Here the great Jehovah is prefentedto the
mind, in the majeftic and amiable charaller of the
- Creator, Preferver, and Lawgiver of the world. As
. the creatures of his power, the penfioners of hisboun-
- ty, and the fubjels of his government, our homage,
' affe@ion, and obedience are claimed. In our indi-
vidual, domeflic and focial capacities, we are requir-
. ed to cherifh and exprefs the fentiments of devout
. adoration ; and “in all things by prayer and fuppli-
. cation, with thank(giving and praife, to make known
| our requefts unto God”; repofing an unfhaken truft
| in his mercy, and yiclding an unreferved fubmiffion
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to his providence. To encourage our approaches
to the throne of grace, and to animate our hopes of
acceptance, a glorious Mediator, ¢ who loved us and
gave himfelf for us,”is annourced. In him, we are
commanded to believe and confide, as ¢ our Strength
and our Redeemer”; and through him, to implore
the forgivenefs of our paft offences, and fupolicate
the aids of the Holy Spirit to direét our future con-
du&. Taking for amodel, the ¢ great Captain of our
falvation,” who has not only given us precepts, but
% left usan example, that in all things, we fhould walk
in his fteps”; while we conftantly afpire to perfon-
al purity, we are to cultivate meeknefs, juftice, equi-
ty and kindnefs, in our treatment of all with whom
we converfe. No doingofevil, that good may come ;
no vifionary colmopolitifim is allowed. Wec are to
accommodate our feelings and purfuits to the fitua-
tion, in which God and rature have placed us. The

ties of wedlock are to be held facred, and in no in-
ftance diffolved, 4 except for the caufe of fornica-
tion.” Our refpeélive families, without enquiring

whether they have more intrinfic merit than others,
demand our firft attention ; next our relatives and
friends ; then our neighbours and countrymen ; and
then, as we have opportunity, the whole human race.

In difcharging thele duties, we are to look for our
ultimate reward, not to the honors, emoluments, and
pleafures of time; but to the more permanent glory
and bleflednefs of the heavenly ftate ; andare, there-
fore, to have a prevailing refpe& to the divine au-
thority and law ; to live *as feeing Him that is in-
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~vifible” ; and to a&, in all cafes and circumfances,

ot i ¢ b L

¢ as thofe who expe& to give an account.” For we "
are taught to believe, that the great Sovereign of the
univerfe ¢ fearches the hearts and tries the reins of
the children of men, even to render to every one,
according to his ways, and according to the fruit of
his doings”; that ¢ he hath appointed a day in the
which he will judge the world in righteoufnefs, by
that man whom he hath ordained, whereof he hath

. given affurance unto all men, in that he hath raifed

him from the dead” ; and that ¢ all who are in their
graves fhall come forth, they that have done good to
be refurretion of life, and they that have done evil
to the refurre&tion of damnation.”

To engrave thefe awakening truths on our hearts,
and induce correfpondent {entiments and manners,
befide the perufai of the facred oracles in retirement,
one day in feven is appointed to the {pecial purpofe

~ of inftrution and worfhip; when people of every
- age, fex, and condition, may affemble, and unite in
- rendering thanks to the Moft High, for the mercies

of their lives ; in fupplicating his blefling upon their
various concerns, both temporal and fpiritual ; and
in recei\ving thole counfels, admonitions, and encou-
ragements from the holy {criptures, which tend toin-
creafe their virtue, ufefulnefs, and happinefs in life,
and ¢ are able to make them wife unto falvation,
through faith that is in Chrift Jefus.”

.Comparc this {yftem with what thepen and tongue
of unbelicf have offered in its room. How confpi-
cuous its fuperiority ! In itfelf confidered, how wor-
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thy of God ; and how important and neéceffary to
man! Itisvifibly adapted to our fittation and wants;
and, in every view, conducive to our improvement
and felicity. Confideredin its tendency and effcés,
it muft command the affent and veneration of every
unbiaffed mind.

From the firlt general notification of Chriftianity
to the prefent day, there have been in every age mil-
lions whofe names are unknown tohiftory, made bet-
ter by it, not only in their condu@, but in their dif-
pofition ; and bappier too, not {o much in their ex-
ternal circumftances, as in that which alone deferves
the name of happinels, the tranquility and confola-
tion of their thoughts. In addition to the unobferv-
ed fruits, which it has produced in the obfcureft thades
of retirement, its afpe& on the charafter of nations,
intelligibly proclaims its worth. It has mitigated the
condu&t of war, and the treatment of captives. It
has foftened the adminiftration of defpotic gevern-
ments. It has abolifhed polygamy. It has reftrain-
ed the licentioufnefs of divorces. It has put an end
to the expofure of children and the immolation of
flaves. It has fupprefled the combats of gladiators,
and the impurities of religious rites. It has banifh-
ed, if not unnatural vices, at leaft the toleration of
them. It has greatly ineliorated the condition of the
laborious part of every community, by procuring for
them a day of weekly reft and inftru@tion. In all
countries, in which it is profeffed, it has given rife to
r.amerous eftablithments for the 1elief of ficknefsand
poverty ; and, in fome, efpecially in ours, to a regu-
lar and general provifion by law. It has triumphed
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over tlie flavery eftablifhed in the Roman empire ;
and may we not hope it will, one day, prevail againft
the worfe flavery in the Weft-Indies; and I bluth to
add, in fome parts of the United States. It has alfo
obtained a fenfible, though nota complete influence
upon the public judgment of morals. And thisis ve-
ry important ; for without the occaftonal corrc&tion
which public opinion receives by referring to fome
fived ftandard of morality, no man can tell into what
cxtravagancies it might wander. In this way, it is
very poflible that many may be kept in order by
- Chriftianity, who are notthem{clves Chriftians. They
may be guided by the re&titude which it communi-
catcs to public opinion. Their conlciences may fug-
gelt their duty truly, and they may afcribe thefe {ug-
geftions to a moral fenfe, or the native capacity of
the human intelle&t, when in fatt they are nothing
more, than the public opinion reflcfled from their
own minds ; an opirion, in a confiderable degree,
formed and modified by the leflons of Chriftianity.
Certain it is, and this is a great deal 10 fay, that the
generality of the moft vulgar and ignorant people
have truer and worthier notions of God, more juft
and rightapprehenfions concerning his attributes and
perfe&ions, a deeper fenfe of the difference between
good and evil, a greater regard to moral obligations
and to the plain and moft neceffary duties of life, and
a more firm and univerfal expeftation of a future
flate of rewards and punifhments, than in any heathen
country,any confiderable number even of the learn-
ed werc ever found to poflefs.(8)
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Whence, in the third place, appears the neccflity
and duty of a watchful obedience to the apoftolic in-
jun&ion in the text. This, you may fay, would be
clearly indifpenfable, were we expoled to the perils
which have been defciibed. But whatever may be
the cafe old world, our favored land, happily
disjoined thole degenerate and luxurious re-
gions, has little to fear from their apoflacy. I an-
fwer—While we maintain an unintertupted com.
merce with that quarter of the globe ; while, in ma.
ny relpeéts, we adopt their cuftoms arnd imitate their
manners, can we be abfolutely infured againft the
contamination of their vices ? Let fats determine.
We import, reprint, and read their books. One,
for inftance, to which I have already alluded, (9)
declares in fo many words, (10) that ¢ marriage is a
fytem of fraud” ; that it is ¢ a queftion of no impor-
tance, to know who is the parent of each individual
child”; that «it is ariftocracy, felf-love, and family
pride that teach us to fet a value upon itatprefent”;
and-that a perfon ¢ ought to prefer no human being
to another becaufe that being is bis father, his wife,
or his fon.” Yet this publication, which befide the
preceding, contains many other paffages of a fimilar
defcription and tendency, (11) hasalready gone thro’
one edition in America ; and is now fcceiVing anoth-
erimprefion. Wshile {u:h authors find readers, ad-
mirers, and advocates aimnong us; while they are even
put into the hands of our 7outh, and the principles
they contain inftilled irto their fufceptive minds, as
the ground work of 'icir future charaéter and con-
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dufl, (12) have we no reafon to take alarm ; no call
to exert ourfelves to flem the torrent ; no induce-
ment to guard and fortify againft the fpreading con-
tagion ?

Other writers of the fame clafs have been officiouf-
ly excaledand commnended. Even Thosglss Paine, wha
.~ bas publifhed to the world his hatred of the Bible, as
. a book tending to bruta’ize the human race, (13) has
been repeatedly eulogized !(14)

At the fame time that fuch men are extolled for
“4heir benevolence, humanity and patriotifm, thofe
who are ¢ fet for the defence of the golpel,” are of-
ten vilified and decried ; charged with {uperftiion,
bigotry and party-zeal!(15) This is an infidious
mode of afluiling and undermining Chriftianity it-
felf, It tends to no other iffue, and if it produce a-
ny effeét atall, this mufl be its end. For whatever
be the pretext or defign, if the enemies of revelation
be raifed into general efteem, and its friends degrad-
ed in the public mind, ‘he neglet and contempt of
religion muft be the confequence. ‘

But not to enlarge here. Where is the perfon
who has not heard fimilar fentiments advanced in
private circlcs ? How frequenily do we meet with
profefled unbelievers, who treat every thing ferious
and facred with levity and ridicule ; depreciate thole
opinions, ufages and inftitutions which have been
fanflioned by the experience of ages ; paint our pi-
ous anceltors, as an ignorant, fanatical and cruel race
.. of men, at a very fmall remove from a flate of har-
barifm ; defcribe all wha venerate their memory and
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maxims as fervile dupes to impofure ; and triumph
anuy aflert their fuperiority to fuch vulgar prejudic-
es, and their determination to relilt and counteratt
them ! Inftances of a correfpondent pratlice are not
wanting. Such are the growing .difrcgard to the
fabbath and negleét of public woi thip, with their at-
tendant train, impiety, profanenefls, intemperance,
and diffipation, which are vifible to every eye!

With thefe evidences of the exiltence and opera-
tion of a fkeptical, unbelieving {pirit in view, we can
no longer doabt the importance of taking heed, ¢ left
any man fpoil us through philofophy and vain de-
ceit.” Inundated with publications whofe contents,
and converf{ant wi.k perfons whofe words and aéfions
are hotftile to ¢ the.faith once delivered to the faints,”
we have every conceiveable inducement to be con-
ftantly on our guard againft the aflaults of our enc-
mies. We are expuied to aflailants en every fide.
Even in retirement, where we may think ourlelves
mof {afe and invulnerable, books under the titles of
hiftory, travels, biography, philofophical difcuffions,
poetical effufions, and even moral effays, without the
utmoft caution on our part, may infenfibly infufe the
poifon of infidelity ! (16) Convinced that familiari-
ty diminifhes difguft, and frequently ends in attach-
ment ; aware too, that when the reader can be in-
duced to approve and applaud the general ftrain of
a work, he has, for the moft part, commited himfelf,
and may ealilv be converted inio an advocatc and
partizan of the whole, the moft artful and fuccefsful
adverfarics of the gofpel], commonly interweave with



|

|
|

[ 22 ]
fpeculations, otherwife brilliant and interefling, if not
ufzful, thofe unprincipled {ophifms which tend, firft
to weaken, and afterwards to deftroy its authority.
Hence, in the perufal of many writings, in almoft eve-
ry branch offcience,perpetual careto difcriminate be-
tween the good and the evil is indifpenfably requifite.

Nor fhould we be lefs circum{peft and vigilant

. upon other occalions. For, upon other occafions,
~ we are in equal jeopardy. Inourfocial intercourfe;
‘ yea,in the tran{a@lion of neceflary bufinefs, we often

find men who embrice every opportunity, either di-
reétly orindireflly, to traduce the gofpel and its ad-
herents. Now, if thelfe men happen to think with us
upon other {ubjeéls, or in any way, to bc agreeable

~ and ufefu!l to us, there is the utmolt danger of our

palliating their infidelity, till we gradually lofe our
accuftomed abhorrence of it, and are eventually
drawn into the vortex ourfelves. By this mean, ma-
ny an honeft mind has been eftranged from the vir-
tuous part of the community, and by affociating prin-
cipally, with the vicious and diffolute, has incautiouf-
ly furnifhed them with additional weapons for its own
deltruftion. Here is developed the true reafon why
thole, of whom better things might be expe&ted, are
fometimestransformed into the apologiftsand defend-
ers of profligate charaflers ; and here, I fcruple not
to add, is difclofed the frequent caule of that apolfta-
cy from the faith, which fo ofien aftonithes and
grieves the friends of goodnefs. ¢ Enter not,” there-
fore, s¢into the path of the wicked, and go not in
thke way of evil men ; avoid ity pafs not by it, turn
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from it and pals away. For they fleep not, excépt
they have done mifchief, and their fleep is taken a-
way unlefs they caufe fome to fall.” Shun, as the
worft of all infeQions, the haunts of riot and excefs;
where the votaries of unhol, pleafure celebrate their
midnight and abominable orgies! There the name of
God is blafphemed—There the Saviour of the worlcd
is viliied—There the word of truthis ridiculed and
contemned—There virtue is laughed out of counte-
nance—And there impurity and vice are exemplifi<
ed and applauded! If you once contra&t a fondnefs
for fuch fociety, your degeneracy and ruin are inev-
itable ! Nay, if you fo far fufpend your wonted de-
teftation of their ¢ filthy communications,” as to ac-
quiefce in complacent filencey or betray the approv-
ing {mile, you are enlifted in their caufe ! And think
not that your difcharge will be optional, or eafy!
For if realon and conicience are, now, infufficient to
reftrain you, your efcape will hardly be pratticable,
when thus entangled in the toils! Refolve then, with
the devout Pfalmift of old, to be ¢ companions of
thofe that fear God and keep his precepts.” Letno
coincidence of {ubordinate opinions and views lead
you to withdraw your affe@tion from the friends of
religion, or to repofe your confidence in its foes. |
This is not to “ account all things as lofs for the ex-
ccllency of the knowledge of Chrift.” Itis to ¢ wor-
fhip and ferve the creature more than the Creator,”
and by giving weight and afcendency to the wicked,
toaid and abet their cruel exertions for the extirpa-
tion of piety and good morals from the world !
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I am aware that the idea, here fuggefted, has beeti
treated as a chimera. It has been aflerted by the
defigning ; and believed, and repeated by the unwa-
v, that human nature, depraved as it is; is incapa-
ble of fuch extreme degeneracy, as deliberately to

. feek the demoralization of mankind. To tefute this
, affertion, I will not again appeal to infidel writers,
| though it would be eafy to multiply quotations from
them, direélly in point. I will only afk, what is their
objett, and that of their numerous coadjutors in all
the pains they take to bring Chriftianity into difre-
pute? Isit todifl ‘minate principles,and fan&ion prac-
tices, fimilar to thofe which the gofpel inculcates ?
~ Certainly not. Is it not then to difleminate princi:
ples and fanétion praflices, oppofite to thole which the
golpel inculcates ? Moft clearly.. What, then, are
 the defcription and tendency of thele oppnfite princi-
ples, and prallices ? Impicty, profligacy, felfilhnefs,
& confufion, and every evil work.,” Say, if you
pleale, that they themfelves have no conception ot
defire of fuch a deplorable iffue to their theories.
Perhaps charity requires the conceflion.  For that
¢¢ they know not what they do,” our Savicur long
fince declared. Neverthelefs, as their theories ap-
parently tend to this point, neither their ignorance
of the refult, nor their fuppoled averfion to it, will
" remedy the mifchiefs of fuccels ! The madman, pol-
fefled with the wild imagination, that burning your
houles would caufe others more convenient and com-
fortable, fpontaneoufly to arife from their afhes,
“might neither expe&l, nor intend to expofe you de-
fencelefs to all the inclemencies of the atmolphere !
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Yet his expeQations and intentions of good, would,
by no means, reconciie you to the experiment ; or
relax your zeal to counteraét and prevent it.

How various and invincible are the motives, which
here rife into view, and urge us to ation! If, my
brethren, you regard your own welfare, as individ-
uals, as families, or as citizens ; if you would lay a
folid foundation for the honor and happinefs
of your pofterity ; if you love the pleafant and
peaceful paths of wifdom ; if you with to anfwer the
end of your creation, and rile to a glorious :mmor-
tality beyond the grave, ¢ beware left any man fpoil
you through philofophy and vain dcceit, after the
tradition of men, after the rudimeuts of the world,
and not after Chrift.” ¢ Have ro fellowfhip with
the unfruitful works of darknefs, but rather reprove
them.” Form no intimacies, and, if poflible, avoid
all intercourfe with ungodly men. When you acci-
dentally, or neceflarily fall into their. company, ¢ be
not partakers of their fins” ; but uniformly difcover
your utter abhorrence of their hoftility to religion,
and your decided attachment to its doftrines, laws,
and inftitutions. Let them know, once for all, that
you have taken your ground, and are refolved to
maintain it ; that you ¢ are not alhamed of the gof-
pel of Chrift,” but efteem it the ¢ power of God un-
to {alvation to every one that believeth.” In every
condition and relation of life, be watchful and a&ive.
Are you parents and heads of families ? ¢« Walk be-
before your houfeholds with a perfe&t heart.” While
you ¢ keep yourfelves unfpotied from the world,”

D
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i train up your children and domeftics ¢ in the way in
‘which they fhould go.” Regulate their defires and
purfuits, and indulge them not to their hurt, Direét
their thoughts and attention to ufcful and important
fubjeéts. Be careful what books, and what affociates
:you allow them, in this forming period of their lives.
‘Realize that the fentiments which they now imbibe,
‘and the habits which they now contra& will proba-
'bly give complelion to their charatter in time, and
their fate in eternity ! Labour, therefore, to give
them an early relith for virtuous converfation and
fociety ; and to infpire them with a juft averfion to
tnofe ¢ evil communications which corrupt gond
manners.” Let the Bible occupy a confpicuous
place in your houfes; nor fuffer it to be banifthed
from your fchools. Accultom them to revere and
obey its facred contents, as the great charter of their
falvation, and the only guide to true refpetability
and happinefs.

Are you children and youth? ¢ Remember now
your Creator.” Pay a becoming deference to the
opinion and advice of thofe,whom nature and Provi-
dence has conflituted yourguardiansand counfellors.
¢ Hear the inftru€lion of thy father, and forfake not
the law of thy mother.” Liften tothe warning voice
of their fuperior wifdom and experience ; and yield
not to the impulfe of biind, impetuous paflion. Che-
rith the impreflions and reftraints of virtue. Innure
yourfelves, betimes, to felf-denial. Confent not to
the inticements of finners; nor ¢ follow the mult-
tude to do evil.” Guard againft profanenefs and
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fiivolity. Neither take the name of the Lord your
God in vain” ; nor adopt the indecent and impious
praftice of jelting with facred things: both of which
tend to benumb your fenfe of moral excellence, and
to plunge you into the deepefl guilt and error. Con-
fider that your all is at ftake, both in this and a fu-
ture world ; and that much, perhaps every thing de-
pends upon your prefent choice! Under this con-
viftion, ¢ lay up in ftore for yourflelves a good foun-
dation againft the time to come. Seek {irlt the king-
dom of God and his righteoufnels. Acquaint your-
felves now with Him, and be at peace; thereby
good fhall come unto you, and your path, like ‘he
rifing light, fhall fhine more and morc until the per-
fe&t day !”

To conclude :—Whatever be your age, fex, or fit-
vation, think not yourlelves fecure; but ¢ watch
and pray, that ye enter not into terrptation.” For
¢ your adverfaries go about,like roaring lions, {eek-
ing whom they may devour.” Apprized of their de-
vices, be diligent in the difcharge of your refpcflive
duties, and vigilant in detefliig and avoiding the
fnares, to which you are elpecially expofed. For
this purpofe, cultivate a profound and increaling re-
verence for ihe name, the worfhip, and the ordinar:.-
ces of Jehovah ; "and affidvoufly improve the vari-
ous means, with which he has gracioufly furnifhed
you, to ¢ efcape the corruption that is in the world,
through lult, and be made partakars of a divine na-
ture.” ¢ Search the fcriptures daily,” in private ;
and devoutly attend on the public miniftrations of
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the word. Should you heedlefsly imitate the diffo-
lute and abandoned ; < forfake the affembling of
yourfelves together, as the manner of fome is” ; and
think and fpeak diminitively of the duties, inftitu.
tions, and profeflors of Chriftianity ; without the de-
fign, and, perhaps, even without the confcioulnefs
of erring from the faith, you may unwarily be drawn
into all the praflical confequences of determined in-
fidelity ; and driven, at laft, to its open avowal !
¢ Take heed, then, brethren, left there be in any of
you an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the
living God. For we wreftle, not againft flefh and
blood ; but againft principali‘ies, againft powers, a-
gainft the rulers of the darkne{s of this world, againR
fpiritual wickeduefs in high places.”
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(NOTE 1) Al.Lthishasbeen exemplified in France. Her
leafdcrs, atanearly ftage of the revolution, took meafures,
by the introdulion of a new Calendar, gradually to banifh
. all remembrance of the Chriftian Sabbath, and even of
the Chriftian Era from the naiion: And in the mean
time, either demolifhed or defecrated moft of its Church-
es. That this was not a fudden or momentary paroxifm
of infuriated licentioulnefs ; but a deliberateand premidi-
tated projet of infidel philofophy, will appear in the fol.
lowing “extraéts from the reportof Anacharfis Cloots,mem-
¢¢ ber of the Committee of PuBLIC INSTRUCTICN, printed
¢ by order of the Narional Convention. Our Sans-
¢t culottes want no other fermon but the rights of man;
¢ no other doétrine but the conftitutional precepts i nd
¢ praflice ; norany otherchurchythan where the fe&ionor
¢¢ the club hold their meetings.—Nature, like the fun, dif-
¢ fulesherlight, without the help of priefts and veftals.—
The purpofe of religion is no how fo well anfwered as by
¢ prefenting caxte blanche to the abufed world. Every one
¢ will then be at liberty to form his fpiritual regimen to
¢ his own tafte, till, in the end, the invincible alcendant
¢ of reafon fhall teach him, that the Supreme Being, the
$¢ Eternal Bang, is no other than nature uncreated and un-
*¢ createable ; and that the only providence is the affo-
¢ ciation of mankind in freedom and equality !
¢ Man when free wants no other divinity than him-
¢ felf. This god will not coft usa fingle farthing, not
¢ a fingle tear, nor a drop of blood. From the fummit
¢ of our mountain he hath promulgated kis laws, traced
“in evident charafters on the tables of nature. From
¢ the eaft to the weft they will be underftood, without the
‘¢ aid of interpreters, comments or miracles. Every oth-
“ er ritual will be torn in pieces at the appearance of
¢ that of reafen. Reafon dethrones both the kings of
¢ the earth and the kings of heaven—No monarchy a-
¢ bove, if we with to preferve our republic below. Vo-
* lumes have been written to determine whether or no
¢ a republic of atheifts could exift,—Every otker repub-
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¢ lic is a chimera. Ifyou once admit theexiftence of 5
¢ heavenly Sovereign, vou introduce the wooden horfe .
¢ within your walls. What you adore by day will be
¢ your deltruflion by night. A people of theifts necef-
¢: farily become revelationifs,thar is10 fay,ilavesof priefts,
“ who are but religiou: go-betweens, xnd phyficians of
“ damned fouls.—The intolerance of truth wili one day
¢¢ orolcribe the very name of temple, finum,the etemolo-
¢ gy of fanaticifm. We thall inftaniy {ee the monarchy
“ of heaven condemned in its turn by the revolutionary
¢ tribunal of viftorious reafon ; for truth exalted on the
¢ throne of nature is fovereignly intolerant I” * But
enough of blalphemies, which muft fill every confiderate
mind with horror ! For inferting thus much, my apolca
gy to the reader is, that it unmaiks infidelity, and fur-
nifhes him with additional and powerful matives to guard
againft its baneful influence.

(2) Thefe demoralizing principles are repeatedly and
ftrongly urged by William Godw:in, in his < Enquiry con-
cerning political juftice”; a work which has obtained an
extenfive circulation, and a very counfiderabtde celebrity
both in Europe and America. He afferts, among other
things to the fame purpofe, that ¢ If there be a man, who
¢ in fuffering punifhment, is not confcious of injuftice,
¢t he muft have had his mind previoufly debafed by fla-
« very, and his fenfe of moral right and wrong blunted
« by a feries of oppreflion :—That the affaflin caunot
¢ help the murder he commits, any more than the c.g3-
¢ ger :—And that whatever attempts to prefcribe to 2
¢ mans condufl, and deter him from any courfe of atlion
¢ by penalties and threats, is an unqueftionable tyranny !”
See vol. 1. page 152 : vol. 2. p. 234 and 241. of the firft
Awmerican edition, printed at Philadelphiay 1796.

(3) Ibid. vol. 2. p. 368. (4) Ibid. voi. 2. p. 369—372.
The effeéts of an approximation only to the abolition of
marriage, and to that promifcuous fexual intercourfe
which are advocated in thefe pages, are jultly difplayed
in a late Morning Chronicle, London ; a paper, by no means

* See ¢ A refrdence mn France during the vears 1792, 35 4,
;. and 5.” Elzabeth-Town edit. of 1798, p. 269—70. notes

——
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unfriendly to the French nation. ¢ The Moniteur,” (a Pa-
ris paper) fay the cditots,* arrived yefterday, containing
¢ a lift of the births,deaths,&c. of the: department of Seine,
¢ including Paris for the lafl twelve months. Never was
«there publilhedadocument thatgives fuch an official re-
« cord of profligacy of manners! The number of l-git:-
¢ mate births is 19566 ; the number of :lligitimate births
¢is 4979 ! Sarthat the number of bajlardsis little lefs than
¢ a fourth of the whole. Tlic number of marriages is
« 4359; the sumber of divoices is 748, orabouta fifth !
¢t It is needlels 1o ccmment on fuch a ftate of fociety.
« Morality is poifoncd in its very fource! The domeftic
¢ ftate is abolifhed! The {chool of ali the virtues is de-
« firoyed !”

(5) See < Political Juftice,” vol. g. page 371—a2.

(6) Few readers wiil be ignorant that infidels often de-
ny the immortality of the foul ; and none, itis prefumed,
have forgotten that the inlcription, ¢ DEATH 1S AN ETER-
naL sLeep ! has atually been placed at the entrance of
many of the burying grounds in France! -

(7) This refemblance cannothave elcaped the notice of
any one,who has been converfant with the literary produc-
tions of pagan antiquity. The diffolute philefophers of
thofe times, advanced and advocated the famne pernicious
principi.s, which are now revived and palmed upon the
world, as liuportant difcoveries of a recent date ! The Po-
ems of Lucrctius 1n paricular, who flourithed about half
a century befo:z Chrilt, exhibit many of the daring and
piominent features of impiety and profligacy, which dil-
tinguifh and difgrace the publications of Volney, Condor-
cety Godwin, Painey and a hoit of other demoralizers of a
fimilar defcription. Writers of the fame clafs infefted
the church in its infancy.  As early as the fecond cen-
(lll'y, Juﬁin Marly dC{CHde and condemncd [hem in
terms by no mecans impertinent to their vifionary fuccefl-
ors of the prefentday.  In my opinion,” fays he, ¢ the
¢« whole of their {y{tems prefent tous nothing but the grofs
s¢ darknefs of ignorance, and the blacknefs of deceit, with
¢ errors wide and infinitc ; mere fancies, and crude con-
¢ ceptions, and ignorance which fets all comprehenfion
“at defiance. 1 have therefore fubmitted to examire
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¢ thetn, froma defire to point out the contradi@ions which
« prevail in their writings ; and to thow thatthey lead in.
« to difcufliions, incapable either of limit or definition ;
¢ and further to convince you that the end and refult of
¢: them is all unfatisfattory, and produ&tive of no advan-
¢ tage whatloever; without any fupport from matter of
¢: faft, or from the evidence of realon.” Hermie Siasups
poc (five Irrifio) Ty efw dihoco@uyv. Sub. fin. Ed. Paris :
Fufin Martyris Op.

(8) See Paley’s « view of the evidences of Chriftianity,”
Bofton edition 1795. p. 371—2. (9) Godwin.

(10) Enquiry concerning political juflice, vol. 2. p. 368‘
and 371—a.

(11) Inftead of athoufand others, which migki be guot-
ed, I {hall only pr.fent the following to the readers ab- -
horrence ! ¢ As long as we admit of an effenual differ-
¢ ence between virtue and vice, no doubt, all erroneous
¢ condufl, whetherof ourfelves or others, will be regard-
¢ ed withdifapprobation. But it will in both cales be con-
¢ fidered, under the {yftem of neceflity, as a link in the
“ great chain of events which couald not have been oth-
« erwife than itis. We fhall therefore be no more difl-
s pofed to repent of our own faults, than of the fauits of
¢ others 117 Vol 1. p. 311.

(12) In Virginia, the moft populous and influentia! Rate
in the Union, it 1s belte: ed on good authuru), that this
pernicious work has gained admiffion into fome of their
academies ; and is, very generally, put into the hands of
young gentlemen, defigned for the bar, as an introduél-
100 to the pardcular ftudy of law. What bouunds, then,
can we fet—what bounds ought we to fet to our appre-
henfions ?

(13) His words are, ¢ When we read the obfcene flo-
“ iies, the voluptuous debaucheries, the cruel and tortu-
« rous executions, the uorelenting vinditivenels, with
¢ which more than half the bible is filled, it would be more
« confiftent that we called it the word of a demon,than the
¢ word of God. Itis a hiftory of wickednefs, that has
¢ ferved to corrupt and brutalize mankind ; and, for my
“ own part, I fincerely deteft it, as 1detclt every thing
“that js cruel”!!! Ageof Reafon, p; 38—9g. Philad.cd. 'g4.
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(14) To {ay nothing of the more artful and equivocal
praifes, which have been repeatedly lavifhed upon this
mifcreant, and his abandonad compeer:, in fome of our
public prints; a late work, publithed at New-York, is
full to the point, and contains the following fhamslefs
d:oclarations :~—% He [ Thomas Paine] is one of the firft
¢ and belt of writers, and probably the moft ufeful man
¢ that ever exifted on the face of the earth. His moral
¢ and political writings are equally excellent; and the
¢ beneficial influence of the principles, for which he has
¢ contended, will be felt through all fucceeding ages.
“ Volney and Condorcet, Godw:n and Barlow, are jultly
« entitled to the univerfal gratitude and applaufe of the
¢ human race”!!! Princples of Nature &c. by Elihu
Palmer.

(15) Here a reference to the Worcefler Farmer No. X.
will be amply fufficient. This is fele@ted, not becaufe
it difcovers greater talents, acutenels, or addrefls, than
the numberlefs other calumnies of the fame kind, which
have appeared. Its principal claim to notice arifes
from the ftation of its reputed author; and its only title
to diftin&tion is the unexampled rancor which per-
vades it. :

(16) The writings of Hobbs, Bolinghroke, Shafishury,
Voliaire, Rouffeau, Gibbon, and many otbers that might be
mentioned, abundantly verify this remark.
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