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Ele¢tion SERMON,

ROMANS, 13, VERSE §.

YHEREFORE YE MUST NEEDS BE SUBJECT, NOT
ONLY FOR WRATH, BUT FOR CONSCIENCR SAKE.

' THE Apolftle Paur appearsto have been ar
adept in philofophy, ethics and politics.  In his ac-
quaintance with human nature he was equalled by few,
Knowing the will of his divine Teacher, and having
imbibed his {pirit, with irrefiftible arguments, enforced
by a captivating addrefs, and all the powér of rhetoric,
he inculcated the interefting doftrines and facred
maxims of chriftianity. Well verfed in the principles
of <ivil government, and knowing the importance of
the influence of chriftianity upon the minds and con-
duct of men to the happinefs of civil fociety, as well
as to their preparation for another and more glorious
ftate, with the authority of an Apoitle infpired by the
HolyGhoft ; and commiflioned from the King of Kings,
he folemnly exhorts, < let every foul be {ubje& to the
higher powers: For there is no power but of Gop !
The powers that be, are ordained of Gon.” The
meaning undoubtedly is, that civil government,through
the inftrumentality of men, was inftituted by the provi-
dence of Gop, for the benefit of mankind,  On this
principle, civil magiftrates are appointed, not for their
own honor, emolument or aggrandizement, but to pro-
mote private and public peace and happinefs, by dif-
| countenancing
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countenancing vice, and encouraging virtue and reli
gioa, To fuchagovernment, well adminiftered, chrif,
tianity requires peaceable and quiet fubje&tion ; and en.
torces it with gicis folemn denynciation againft thofe,
who refift fuch a governmeat ; they refift the ordinance
of Gop, and fhall receive to themfelves damnation.—
Buch fubjeilion is required pot from a prinaiple of fear
only, dut for confcience fake. The Apoftle means a
gonfcience enlightened by the principles of Chriftiani.
ty, and fanQified by the fpirit of grace. We muft
herefore be fubjedt, not for wrath only, but from a ftill
{tighc,r motive, 3 fenfe of obligation to Deity and the
indiffoluble bonds of confcience. R

Tue words ofthe text may therefore properly ftand
as the head of the following difcourfe; in which a few
thouzhts may be fuggelted upon the neceflity and im-
portance of virtue and religion to the fupport and fuc.
ccfs of civil goveynment.

Tng Apoftie does not prefcribe any particular form
oi poverament : This is left to the wifdom and difere-
tion of men ; with which chriftianity never intermed-
les. It is evident from the Apoftle however ; that
government ought to be founded upon the juft rights
of mankind, and to be adminiftered for the beft interefts
of fociety.  They greatly miftake the Apoftle there-
fore, who fuppole him to favor the horrid doétrine of
pafive obedicace and non-refiltance.  Such language
is fit only for 2 defpot ta an untaught, barbarous peo-
ple. If this were the Apoftle’s meaning, no appofition
ought to be made to the greatelt tyranny on earth. Na
revolution might then take place ; but men, like brutes,
inuft fubmit to fill more brutith men ; patiently wear
ta~ galling yoke, and drag out the burden of life in
wiftrable fervitude withont refiftance.

- THe B,poﬂlc teaches no fuch dottrine. Chriftianity
is by no means adapted to encourage oppreflion apd

tvrapnv. No form of government vet conftruéted,
i ever
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ever was fo congenial to cﬁriﬁianity, a3 a well regulat
ed Republic. No religion, ever yet known, is fo con-
formable to the geaing of a free government, as chr.f-

tianity.

 Whtorver critically attends to human nature, the
defign of civil govérnment, and the influence of religi-
ous principles on the minds and conduét of men, wilt
eafily perceive how effential forality and religion are
to the péace and happinefs of civil fociety. There are
in mankind a variéty of defires and paffions, whence
all their a&ions proceed. In the prefent ftaté of hu-
man depravity, unhappily for us, thefe defires and paf-
fions are frcquently at variance with each other.—
This circumftance, in fpite of philofophy and natural
religion, will create 4 ¢lafhing of intefeﬁ, that will pro-
duce thofe different opinions and oppofing adtions,
whence diftrefling evils may enfue. To prevent fuckh
mifchiefs, the invention of eivil government undoubt-
cdly took its rife, If the defires and paflions of men
were duly regulated, civil government and penal laws
would be unneceflary. Men would then never érr,
except through mifapprehenfion, which information
and the benevolent affe@tions would always retify.—
But huthan nature is poflefled of the paffions of felfith-
nefs and ambition,envy and jealoufy, which unreftrained
would produce difcord, ftrife, and every evil work.

Civit government is a kind of machine, which the
neceflities of mankind have compelled them to ere
for the reftraint of fuch defires and paflions as, if let
alone, would be reinous to the public peace and hap-
pinefs of fociety. Fhefe machints ought to be fo conf-
truted and managed, as in their operations to efte&t
that public peace and happinefs, which may be fenfibly
felt, and reahized by the people. But thefe machines
require fomething more, than the power and influenice
of penmal laws, to preferve them in order, and promote
their great and important ufes.  The great art of ma-

naging
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Baping governmeit well confifts in laying thie défires;
the paflions and hufts of men under proper reftraint,—
Dut How can' this be done ? The éxperieicde of ages
decides that penal laws alone are inadequate to the
purpofe. Though in many inftances they may be effi.
cacious, yet in general they do not reform the deprav.
ed minds of the lawlels, nor corre& the vicious habits
of the licentious. Fear of punifiment may prevent
fhany ¢rimes ; but, as it does not deftroy the defires
and paffions which originite them, whenever this fear,
through the hope or profpe& of impunity, fubfides,
the fame paflions will again urge on to licentioufnefs
and criminalty. Human reafon and philofophy are
not of themfelves fufficient to feeure the permanent
peace and happiriefs of focicty from the depradations of
licentious defires and paffions. Further aid beyond any
thing civil governnient abftraltedly confidered ems
braces, is neceflary to fupport it, and to fecure the
liberties and happinef(s of the people. Religion prof-
fers this aid.  The very defiga of chriftianity is to re-
form mankind, to mieliorate their tempers, to bring
them to difcharge their duty to Gobp, and one another,
and through the merits of the Redeemer to fit them
for happinefs in the world to come. The fpirit of the
religion of Jusus, thoroughly imbibed, would check
all dangerous . alpiring ambition, and thofe reltlefs
jealoufies, which fo often difturb the peace of mankind.
Cliri{tbiadity embrace§ thie true principles of free go-
vernments, as:founded, not in ufurpation, tyranny, or:
opprethion, but in the true freedom and happinefs of
mankind, Divine revelation defcribes the charater
of good rulers, as meir of wifdom and under{tanding ;
and requires that they be able men, fuch as fear Gop,
aud hate covetoufnefs. Thus faid David, the fpirit of
the Lord fpake by mie, the Gop of lfracl faid, HE, that
tuleth over men, muft be juft, ruling in the fear of
Gob. Sueh rulers are not a terror to good works, but
to the evil.  Theyare Minifters of Gop for the good

of the people. The facred Oracles teach us, that,
though
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though they live, as Gob upon earth, they muft dic
like men, and be accountable to him, by whom Kings
reion and Priaces decree juftice ; who taketh not bribes;
and is no refpeter of perfons.

Ir a government ufirp 2n authority, and clim the
exercife of a power, with which they never werc in-
velted ; or if one branch of government fhould leap
its own prefcribed limits, and invade the prerogative
of another ; or if the people fhould claim the exer-
cife of that .authority, which they have delegated to
their rulers; in all fuch cafes the order and harmony
of government will be neceflarily interrupted, the pub-
lic felicity {ufier, arid the liberties of the people be en-
dangered, - Hence fuch contefts may arife berween
peace and faétion, government and anarchy, as will
thake, if not deltroy, the very folindation of public
happinefs. To prevent thefe fatal evils, chfiftianity
requires that nothing be done through {trifc and vain
glory. DBut that cach in lowlinefs of mind efteem
others better, than himfelf. That every one ftudy to
be quiet, and to do bis own bulinefs ; not going be-
vond, nor defrauding othcrs in any matter. Chrifti-
anity teaches to render to all their dues; tribute, to
whom tribute ; cuftom to whom cuftom; fear, to
whom fear ; honor, to whom honor. Wearenotto
{peak evil of dignities; nor uie our liberty for a cloak of
maliciouninefts, but as the fervants of Gop. We areto
lead quiet and pcaceable lives in all godlinefs and
honeﬁy; and in all things, whatfoever we would that
men thould do unto us, even fo to do unto them. All
this is to be done from love to Gob and our neighber,

and from a religious regard to dutys.

No fubftitute was ever yet found equal to virtue
and religion for the fupport cf order ahd geod go-
vernment. Thev, who reje&t thefe, may boalt of thur
conftitutions, their laws and adminiftration ; butaci-
ther the wifeft conftitutions, moit rigid laws, nor firqnz
nerved officers, dreary prifors, nor fevercdt punidh-

B SntS
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ments, without the aid of virtue and religion ¢an f¢:
curc the permanent felicity of civil fociety. The
boafted powers of philofophy, of natural reafon, and
national honor are all too feeble or capricious to be
depended on to effet that manly, that regular, and
uniform mode of conduét,which is the natural offspring
of virtuc and religion. Nutural religion is of high'
importance, and its induceménts’ to righteoufnefs angd
truth, peace ard good order are numerous and weighty;
but they fall far fhort of the motives of chrittianity
and give lefs fecurity to the liberty and happinefs of
civil fociety. The influence of the former terminates
with this life ; but the latter embraces motives drawn
from the confideration of a future {tate 5 that the ac.
tions of men as moral agents will be rewarded or
punifhed in the world to come. Thefe are motives
the ftrongeft and molt influential, that can apply to the
confciences of men. Without thefe the public, in
many cafes, can have no fecurity. The confcientious
man, in {ull behef of the exiftence of Gob, and the
truth of chriftianity, as an honeft man and fincere
chriftian, a&ts as under the cye of the all feeing and
heart fearching Deity, who will bring every fecret
thing into judgment, puntfh the guilty, and beautify
the meck with falvation,

But what has the infidel to do with confcience,
whofe mind 1s contaminated with unbelief 7 Whofe
principles are deftrutive both of religion and morality ;-
and whofe confcience is fearcd as with an hot iron by
dceply rooted vicious habits ? What dependence can
{ociety place on fuch chara&ters? A foe to Gop is not
a friend to man.  Reftraining laws, neceflary as they
arc for the preveniion of crimes, can never reach the’
cvil of abandoned principles and vicious habits, {o as
to effet a remedy.  Such charalters may fometimes
ad for the public good ; but this is only, when fuch a
linc of condu& coincides with fome favorite paflion—
They always change with the current of their pafhons

and intcrefts.  Such men are unftable in alf their ways.
In
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Tre connexion with the power of confcience, we may
inftance the importance of the influence of religion, in
the ufe of lawful oaths, An oath is a folemn appeal
to. Gob, for the truth of what is affirmed or promifed :
It implies an imprecation of the jult and righteous judg.
ment of Gob, if what the perfon declares, be not true s
or if, in what he promifcs, he fhould not be faithful.
An oath is therefore a folemn religious a&, implying
the imprecation of the wrath of Gop upon a perfon, if
he be guilty of perjury. Dreadful is the punifiment
threatened in fuch cales. A curfe fhall enter into the
houfe of him that fivcareth falfely by the name of the

Lorp !

Tue utility and neceflity of oaths in cales of evidence
and in laying a perfon under {folemn obligation to fide-
lity,in the difcharge of the duties of his office, have been
known and acknowledgedamong moft nations. An oath
of confirmation, fays the Apoltle, is an end of itrife.
As a kind of fanétion to the lawfulnefs and utility of
oaths in important cafes, the Deity himfelf, gracioufly
condcfcended to confirm his promife to Abraham by
an oath. Qaths of ecvidence and of office are of {o
much importance, that civil government would be un.
fafe without them, It would be difficult, if not im.
poflible to invent a fubftitute, that would anfwer the
purpofe. ¢ Becanfe, as one oblerves, the obligation
of an oath reachcth to the moft fecret and hidden
practices of men, and takes held of them in many cafes,
where the penalty of human laws can have no awe ar
force upon them.”” But what is the oath of an infidel,

or of a man void of rcligion ¢ What fecurity can the
public have from the oathof a perfon, who does not be-
lieve there will be a future ftate of rewards and pun-
ithments ? What obligations of confcience can fuch a
perfon feel?  His taking the form of an oath, while he
1s regardlels of that being, by whom he fwecars, 15 no
better, than folemn mockery. The public, it may be
repeated, bave no fecurity from fuch oaths. The util-

ity
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ity and neceflity of oaths therefore, to the public {afety
and happinefs evince the neceflity of religious princt.
ples and virtuous habits.- In the days of Polybius fuch,
we are told, was the corrupuion of the principles and
morals of the people of Athens, that, * no Greck
could be trufted on the {ecurity of hus oath.” Dut in
the republic of Rome, antecedently to their abound.
ing licentioufnefs, {uch was the impreflion of their re-
ligious principles and: virtuous habits on young minds,
¢ that no Roman was ever-known to violate his oath,”

Trz pafions of men, unawed by religion and con.
{cience, are dangerous, and ruinous to the freedom and
happinefs of civil fociety. *

WxEN loofe principles, ungovernable paflions, and
vicious habits take place of morality and. religion ;
ambition and avarice, revenge and thir{t for dominion
in the difappointed, or envy againt thofe, who rifc a.
bove.them in wealth and honor, united with difhonef-
ty and intrigue, fow the feeds of difcord among the
people, excite jealoufies, raife factions, and difturb the
public tranquility ; and, if unreftrained, would throw
government, yea even the world itelf into confufion,

Tue evil efle&s of irreligion and irnrﬂu:)r:h&tlity'~ may be
cxemplified from the univerfal hiftory of mankind. A
few inftances may be fufficient to confirm the fubje&. .

WaorvER attends to the hiftory of that ancient na-
tion, the Jews, will find thefe obfervations verified.
When Balaam found that every other expedient ta
bring deftrution upon Hrael failed, he laid a diabolical
fcheme to corrupt and debauch the morals of the peo-
ple, and by this mean effefted their ruin.  To the fame
caufe, the corruption of principles and morals, may be
traced the fmal deftruction of the Jewth policy,church,
and ftate. | "

Tue ancient republic of Sparta through the extraor-
dnary policy and rigid laws of Lycurgus, aided by
= punciples
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principles ard habits imprefled upon the young mind
by' a {ingular mode of education, exifted for- almoft
feven hundred years, 'While it remained cemented by
the force of principles and manners, it bore down' all
oppoﬁtion,‘und bid defiance-to the world. But it fi-
nally fell a facrifice to diflolute manners and lawlefs fac.

tion.

" To fimilar caufes may be aficribed the ruin of the
famous; vhough fhort lived republic of Athens.  So-
lon lived to fee the fabric of freedom, which he had
ere@ed, fall to deftruttion. He gave them laws, which
he acknowledged were not the beft that might have
been given, but the beft they could bear,  On his
deparwure from Athens political {ftorms arofe ; - aided
by an unprincipled licentious populace, demagogues
took the lrad, deluded the people, {eized the ftrong
hold, and eftablithed a-{yftem of tyranny. The free-
dom of Athens was never reccvered. That once famed
republic, overrun with ignorance and barbarifm, now
groans under Turkifh tyranny, and Mahometan impof-
turc. - '

Tur feuds and fa&ions, which eventually proved
the overthrow of the freedom, and the republic of
Rome, may be traced up to the fame deftrutive foun.
tain of bad principles and diffolute morals of the peo-
ple. ¢ They adopted the luxury, the immoralities,
and irreligion of other pations.”” "L hefe in coincidence
with their own paflions effe&cd their complete ruin.
Thus that renowned republic, which nothing elfe could
conquer, was concuered by its own vices, ¢¢ A cor-
ruption of manners and numerous crimes, fays a diftin-
guifhed writer, made greater havoc in the city, than
the mighticlt armies could have done ; and in that
manner avenged the conquered globe.”

As human nature in all ages of the world 1s
the fame, like caufes, under fimilar circumitances, m
whatever period or part of the globe, will produce like

offets, Happy will it be for America, if we avoid the
rocks,
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rocks, againft whiclh {fo many others have been dathed
1 pleces.

Manvy importatt inferences and refleétions, appofite
to the prefent occafion {bggelt themiclves from the fub.-
jet. |

Ir the influence of virtuc and religion are fo effential
in preferving the frcedom and {fecuring the permanent
felicity of civil fociety ; the cultivation of good prin-
ciples and virtuous morals among the people may be
confidercd, as an objeét highly meriting the regard of
our Legiflative, Judicial, and Executive branches of
govcrnment, 'What encouragement then fhould be
given by our civil Rulers, by all influential men, and
every clafs of citizens, to morality, religion and piety ;
and to all chriftian inftitutions, as calculated to pro-
mote {uch happy cfleds. |

Ir civil government thus needs the aid of good prin-
ciples and virtuous habits, to render its operations hap-
py.and permanent, 1t muit be a hazardous experiment
for any nation under Heaven to reject that aid, on fup-
pofition that conftitutions and human laws are fufficient
without 1t, to fecurc pcacc and good order, and the
rights and privileges of the people.  Men may form
conftitutions, cnadt laws, difplay therr philofophy, and
exert all their eloquence in conjundtion with cocrcion,
but all will be infufficient for the permancent fecurity of

reedom and good government, without the aid of rel.

gion.

Reasowing fror human naturc and palt events, we
might venture to predid, it any nation fhould have the
temerity to calt off morality and religion, as unnecefla-
ry to the happincfs of civil {ocicty, it would in the e-
vent pay dearly for thic experiment ; and find, per-
haps too late, that their own folly was their ruin.

From the forcgoing obfervations we may infer the
high importance of a virtuous cducation,
| In
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Ix countries, where religion is only the tool of ftates
and of tyrants, the more 1gnorant the people are, the
more eafily they may be impofed upon and enflaved.
itis the intereft of fuch governments therefore, to keep
the great mafs of the people in ignorance. But, as
mankind were not inadc for {lavery, an enlightened
virtuous pcopk will never fufler themiclves to be lone
enflaved. If, through fupmels and mattention, tyranny
{hould flip on the galling yoke, and fuflén upon them
the chain of flavery, they would foon feel their mife-
ry, and with @ manly, virtuous refentment raife the alf
conquering arm of hiberty, and break the yoke, as o
withe of {traw, aud {mp the chain, as a fpiders web.

A virtuous edacation is eiltential to the permanent
felicity of all free governments. ¢ T'he infant mind,
fays a writer of note, left to its own' nututored dictates,
inevitably wanders into fuch foilics and vices, as tend to
the deftruttion of itfelt and others.”  ¢¢The early and
continued culture of the heart cait alone produce fuch
upright manners and prinaples, as are neecfiary to
check and fubdiie the pafhions of the toul 5 and Liberty
can only arife from a general fubordination of thefe to
the public wclfare,”

FoucaTion in general forms the charalers of mer.
Principles nflitled 1nto the mind, and habits formed in
carly hife, lay a foundwtion, for the happincls or miie-
ry of the world.  They verily the facred mxaxim, traia
up achildin the wav, he thoukd o3 and, when he
old, he will not depart frem 1.

farpressep with thefe 1deas, our pious anceftors
made the earlicit exertion for the diffufion of know-
I=dge, and the promotion of morality and rehigion a-
wong the people. Therr defign has been happily
aided by many chrifiian Patriots, whofe numerous cha.
ritable donations for the promoiicn of knowledge and
religion, while they liave {o creatly ferved to advance
private and public happineds, have at the {ame time

fiid
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faid up for-the ptous and charitable donors a rich ine
heritance in heaven! .

We.-are happy in living under a government, where
the great object of promoting learning arid religion has
arrefted the attention of our wife and patriotic Legife
lators, who from time to timie have enadted fuch laws,
as, if carried into execution, would prove the grand
palladium of our tepublic. . Our Legiflatros have de-
tlared that ¢ a general diffemination of knowledge and
virtue is neceflary to the profperity of every flate, and
to the very cxifterice of a Commonwealth * -
.. To promote the great defign of a virtuous education,
a prefent exiflting law of this Commonivealth, makes
it the ¢ duty of the Prefident, Profeflors, and Tutors
of the Univerfity in Cambridge,.Preceptors of Acade-
mics, 4nd all other Inftrutors of youth,. to take dili.
gent cdre, and to exert their belt endeavours, to im.
prefs on the minds of children and yauth committed to
their care and inftru&ion, the principles of piety, juftice;
dnd a facred regard to truch, love to their country,
humanity and univerfal benevolence, {obriety, induftry,
and frugality, chaftity, moderation, and temperance,
and thofe other virtues, which are the ornament of
human {ociety, and the bafis,upon which the republican
conftitution is ftruftured ; and it fhall be.the duty of
fuch [nfttuctors, to endeavor tolead thofe under their
care (as their ages and capacities will admit) into a
particular underftanding of the tendency of the be-
for¢ mentioned virtues, to preferve,and perfe& a repub-
lican conftitution, and to fecure the blefﬁn%s of liberty,
as well, 2s to promote their future happinefs ; and the

tendency of the oppofite vices to flavery.”

- May this monument of thie wifdom and patriotifm of
the Legiftature, who framed it, be as lalting, as the

world.

THis leads us to refle® upon the importance of in-

trufting the inftra&tion of youth to thofe only, who are
: perfons



s -

[ 17 ]

of religion and good morals ; who will teach by ex-
ample as well, as precept.

" Harry will it be for thefc rlﬁnq States, if our Le-
giflative and Executive branches of government be im-
preﬁ%d with the idea, that without clofe attention to
the virtuous education of youth, republicanifm, free-
dom, and public happinefs can never be preferved.

From a regatd to the happinefs of the people, pri-
vate and pubhc prefent and futtire, our civil fathers, we
may hope, will give every cncouragement to htelaly
and religious inftitutions.  Parfimony n the fupport of
education and religion 1s a kind of facrilege, 1n which
we cheat ourfelves and the rifing generation, injure the
public, and rob Gop of his due.

Ir morality and religion be thus eflential to public
happinefs and the fupport of free governments, it muft
then be of high importange, that our rulers be virtuous
and good me.

I BeLIEVE it may be cobfidered, as an unfailing max-
im, that no man can in heart be a true republican,
who isnot a perfon of piety and good morals. Anin-
fidel, immoral true republicanis a folecifm in language.
C onfcqucnt]y no man, who is unfriendly to religion in
profefion or prattice, ought to be intrufted with any im-
portant concerns in government. If it be pleaded, that
bad men in many inftances have done great good to the
public ; it may be replied, this happens ouly, when the
{elfith principles and paflions chance to coincide with
the public good. . Such cannot be confided in. Spe-
cial caution ouglt to be ufed againit all thofe, who treat
chriftianity with contempt. Whatever fuch men may
pretend, I appeal to the ferions part of the community,
whether an enemy to the crofs ¢t CHRIST can be a
friend to mankind ? The liberties of the people can ne-
ver be fafe in the hands of unprincipled men. While
the following maxim remains an eternal truth, ¢ That
can never be politically right, which is marzlly wrong 3’

(. an
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an unprincipled man can never be a good politician,
and ought never to be confided in by the people.

Tue example of wife and religious rulers, if juftly
cleemed, wilrhavc great influence upon the people.—
For,ina general way, we may {ay with the wife fon of
Sirach, ¢ As is the judge of the people himfelf, fo are
his officers ; and wlllat manner of man the ruler of the
city is, fuch are they, that dwell therein.”” From the
imitative nature of man, the power of example lays an
indifpenfible obligation upon rulers, and upon all influ-
ential men, to exhibit an example of vittwe and piety
nt all therr words and athiohs.

I1apry muft it be for that people, whofe rulers fecl
the weight of this obligation.  Bad examples are al-
ways contagious, The higher men are called in life,
the greater in general is the mfluence of their example.
It legillators difregard the laws, they have framed, they
pradtically declare fuch laws are of ro confequence.—
One of the moft effe@ual methods, to irduce men to
obey the laws, is for thofe, who prefcribe them, to fet
the example.  Highly favored is that people, whefe
legiflators may each, with an honeft heart fay, as a great
and wife ruler in Hrael faid to the people, ¢ look on
me, as | da, fo do ye.” ’

IN every view it muit be tlre higheft wifdom in all
cledtions to have ai eye to the religious charadter of
men as welly as to the other qualifreations. What
can have greater influence upon the minds and conf-
ciences of Rulers, to excite them to fidelity in difcharge
of the duties of thewr office, than an habitual fenfe of
the alifecing eye of Deity, joined to a firm perfuafion,
that the molt exalted, who live, as Gobs on earth,
muft dic like men, and appear at the awful tribunal
of Gop, who is no refpeéer of perfons, and be adjudg-
¢l and rewarded according to their works.

[¥ the influence of religion be fo effential to pub-
e happmefs 5 then the encouraging of virtue and

piety,
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picty, and difcountenancing of all profaaity, intempe.
yance, profanation of, the Lord’s day ; all public {hows,
and plays, and cvery.thing, whicti tends to diflipate
the minds, and corrupt the morals of youth, or the
people. at large, claim, the attention of our wife and
virtuoys Rulers, the guardians ofiour laws and liber-
ties, On fome ofthefe vices, particularly on profanity,
intemperance, and profanation of. the holy Sahbath,
with their baneful influence upon focigty, I might ex-
patiate, were it not.that [.fhould intrude too much
upon your patience. One vice however 1 cannot fgr-
bear to mention. I mean flander or detradtion. This,
whether 1t proceed-from.the tongue, the pen, or the
prefs, is an evil of. the meaneft, blackeft Jdie, and of
the moft mifchicvous tendency, Its envenomed fhafts
often aima deadly blow at the’ faireft- and moft impor-
tant charaters, to wound-and deftroy that good name,
which is better, than great riches ; yea, that isnext.
to life itfelf. When long tried virtue, diftinguithed:
merity and fignal fervices are repaid with ingratitude
and abufe, can it be expefted, that men of . integrity
will be willing to continucin the fervice of their coun-
try ! If men of this charader be driven from office,
and others facceed them, who prefer. private emolu-
ment to the public welfare, we fhail; when too late,
ruc the fo]]_y 4nd 'wickcdm;fs‘.of that conduét, which
produced the'change. ~ Slander is an evil of fuch mag-
nitude, that no bounds can be fet to its mifchievous .
confequence. Well might the wife preacher call the
defamer a madman, who cafteth fire-brands, arrows,
and death. With wfinite reafon did the inlpired A=
poitle rqprcﬁ:nt the defamipg tongue, as a fire, a world
of iniquity, that fetteth on fire the courfe of nature ,
and as fct on fire of hell.

THERE is nothing however, . to be.reared from an
open, manly, honeft, and decent inveftigation of pub-
lic men and meafures. The right of free difcuthon and
private judgement is the glory of every frec Amesi
cap.  But, when this degenerates into falfchood, fcur-

riicy,
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rility, :md perfonal abufe ; no indignation nor con-
tempt can be too great to be expreflfed againft it.—
Happy, thrice happy will it be for America, when the
principles of chriflianity, and the energy of good morals
fhall influence every heart, dictate every tdngue; and
guide in every a&lon. Then will harmony of opition,
peace, and troth pervade every part of the United
States. Then will wrath and bitterdefs ceafe, faion
hide its monftrous head, iniquity be done away, and,
the kingdom of the Rcdccnicr Rourith.

We muft palt over many othcr inferences and re-
flections, which ndturally fuggeft themfclvcs fmm this
fruitful fubjc&

Tms day rccalls to our grateful remembrance,
what we have heard with our ears, and our Fathers
have told us concerning the great things our all gra.
cious Gop hath done for this lard. . Ourpious ancef-
tors, on account. of the dlf['olutcncfs of manners and
licentioufnefs of thc youth, among whom they rcﬁded
““ and fcanng their, pofterity through thefe tcmptatlons
and vicious cxamples woyld dcgcqcratc, and religion
die among them ; far the fake of purity ¢ of worthip,
and liberty of conlcience, and from a hope of laying a
foundation for the propagatlon of the kmgdom of
CurisT,” Jeft all that was dear in their native cnuntry,
and planted themfelves in’ this then barbarous land.—
From fmall beginnings, by aferics of almoft miraculous
cvents,. the United States have arifen into an extenfive,
flourithing nation,

~ AND now, with refped to our conﬂltutlons laws,
and adminiltration, civil and religious prwﬂc"?es and
with refpeé to our commcrcial and agricultural interefts,
may it not be afirmed, withoit an hyperbole, that we
arc the happielt nation, that has cxifted, fince the morn-
ing ftars fang tog cthcr, atd the fons of Gos fhouted for
‘oy at the creation of the world,

WIIAT
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WaAT gratitude is due to Heaven on this cceafion,
tor our State and Federal governments, and for the pre-
cious privileges and bleflings, we enjoy under them ?
With what grateful {enfations thould we remember that
wile and valiant band of ftatefmen, warriors, and other
patriots, whofe great exertions have been employed in
pulling down the ftrong holds of tyranny and oppreflion,
and in rearing up the pillars of liberty, peace, and pub-
lic happinefs ¢ To do full juftice to whofe chara&ters,
would beggar the power of Janguage. May their me-
moriés remain Indelibly engraven op the hedrt of every
Armerican ! But who, O who can render adequate
thanks to Gop for W ASHING T O N—
whofe wifdom and intégrity, irmnefs and magnanimity,
have excited the aftonifhment of the nations of the earth,
and ddded a nrew wonder to the political world! -

- WHAT is wanting, to render our national happinels

1
Ll

as complete, as the prefent ftate of things will permit,,
but 2 jult eftimate of the numerous public bleflipgs,
whereby we are diftinguifhcd from otlier nations, due’
gratitude to Heaven, and an expreflion of this gratitude,
by a correfpondent behaviour.  We ought however,
to remember that a ftate of profperity is a ftate of dan-
ger. It excites envy abroad, and lulls to {ecurity at
home. It prefents us a mark for the wiles of thofe,
who are well verfed in intrigue ; while our youth and
inexperience render us unfufpicious of their {tratagems,
and poorly qualify us to detet and defeat them, While
we are juit and faithful in the fulfilment of our engage-
ments to all, as free and independent States, may we be
proof againt fcreign arts, and forgign influence from
every quarter.

Ox this aufpicious anniverfary, while many nations
are fitting 1 darknefs, others are involved in the horrors
of war, ftruggling for the bleflings we enjoy, and are
groaning to be delivered from calamity, to bchold our
civil fathers, the heads of our tribes, herg peaceably
aflembled to tranfu@ the great aflzirs of flate, what
| - | * leart
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heart does not {well, with gratitude to Heaven !, Wiat
tongue is mot ready to break forth into 2 fong of:
pralic. o |

His Exccliency the Governor, his Honor the Licu.
tenant Governor, the honorable the Council, and the
honorable the Members of . Legiflature, will pleafe to
aceept my warmeft dnd inoft réfpe@ful congratulations
on this important, joyful occafion. 'May Almight
G o take your Excellency and Honors into his moﬂ
holy prots&ion !, InRucnced by the beft. of principles,
the peaccable religion of the Prince of Peace, may
wifdom and upatimity attend your connfels and 'deci-
fions ; that the feop_lt‘ may rejoice and fay, blefled be
the Lord God of Ifragh, who hath fet fuch wife and good
men to rale over us “Wherefore let us be fubjeét, not
only fol wrath, but for confcience fake. SR

May the vartous branches of the State and Federal
governments, under the influence of the religion of Je-
fus, each in its proper ‘fpliere, like the various orbs
above, keep théir proper places and balances, the one
never encroaching upon, or interfering with the other,
move o in harmonious rounds till time fhall be no more )

Ir fuch be the importance of morakty and religion,
to the fupport of. the freedom and happinefs of fociety ;.
my much refpe&ted.fathers and brethren in the miniftry
will never be wanting in their exertions to promote re-
ligious principles, and:the chriftian virtues among the
pcople. 1am happy in believing the great body of the
Clergy, with a very.few exceptions, are firm friends to
our State and Fedéral-goverpments, to our conftituted
authorities, to virtue and rchaton, peace and.good ors
der among the people. * And, if their united exertions
and patiznt fufferings in effelting the American revolu-
tion are marks of patriotifin, may they not juftly lay
claim to the title of chriftian patriots ¢ 'When the divine
Saviour commands us to render to Cefar the things that
arz Cefar’s, and to God the things that are God’s—
Wiicn tie infpired Paul folemanly charges titus to put

his
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his hearer's in mind to obey magiftrates, and to be rea-
dy to every good work—When the infpired Peter fo-
lemnly exhorts his hetivers to fubtit themfelves to cvery
ordinance of man for the Lord’s fake—-When we hear
the infpired Jude denouncing his anathemas againk
thofe, who difpife dominion, and fpeak evil of dignities ;
withi fuch divine commands; and enforting examples
before s, on any great emergency, fhould the Clergy
{how indifference, and not exert their influence to fuve
their country ; might not our divine Lord and Mafter
fay, as in another cale, I tell you, if thefe fhould hold
their peace, the ftones would immediately éry out.—
In every ferious danger, on cvery ifnportant crifis, for
Zion’s fake they will not hold theig peace, and for Jeru-
falem’s fake, they will not reft, until the tightecufnefs
thereof go forth, as brightnefs, and the falvation there-
of, as a Jamp that burncth, They will plead that God
will {pare his people; that none among the nations of
the earth may fay of Ainerita, where is now their God ?

In 2 word, may the confideration of the great im-
portance of virtue and religion to our public and pri-
vate happinefs, both prefent and fiture, engage every
clafs of citizens to cultivate the chriftiin temper, and
to promote fobriety, peace, and good order in every
Iphere of adtion ; that our peace may be as a river;
and our righteoufnefs, as the waves of the fea! May the
holy Spirit of the Lord be poured out upon all the naa
tions of the earth ; and that kingdom, which confifts
cth in righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in the holy Ghott,
aniverfally prevail | That inftead of wars and blood-
thed, Kings may become nurfing Fathers, and Queens
nurfing Mothers to thic people of God. Then will that
ancient prophecy be tulfilled, the kingdoms of thisworld
are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriit,
and he fhall reign forever aud ever.

FINIS.



