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SPEECHES

OF THE

Hon. T. ERSKINE axp S. KYD, Efq.

et ——

*# Gentlemen of the Fury,

& THE charge of Blalphemy, which is put
upon the record againft the Publifher ofthis publi-
catton’is not an accufation of the {ervants of the
Crown, but comes before you fanétioned by the
Qaths ot a Grand Jury of the Country. It ftood
for trial upon a former day; but it happening, asit
irequently does, without any imputation upon the
Gentlemen named in the pannel, that a fufficient
number-did not appear to conftitute a full Special
Jury, I thought 1t my duty to withdraw the caufe
fromtrial, ull I could have the opportunity which
is now open to me of addrefling mylclf to you, who
were originally appointed to try it.

* 1 purfued this courfe, however, from no jea-
loufy of the Common Juries appointed by the laws
for the ordinary lervice of the Court, fince my
whole life has been one continued experience of
their virtues; but becaule I thought it of great im-~
portance, that thole who wcre lo detide upon a
caufe {fo very momentuos to the Public, thould
have the highelt poffible qualifications for the de-
cifion. That they fhould not only be men capable
from their educations of forming an enlightened
judgment, but that their fituations fhould be {uch
as to bring them within the {ull view of thar en-
lightened Country, to which in charatter and in
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ellimation, they were in their own turns to be re-
Iponcibie.

“ Not having the honour, Gentlemen, to be
fworn for the "ing as one of pbis Couniel, it has
fallen much ofener to my lot to defend indiCtments
for libels, than to afiilt in the profecution of them.
Bu: I feeino embarrafiment from that recoilz&ion;
fince I fhall not be found to-day to exprefs a fenti-
ment, or 0 utter an e¢xpreflion inconfiflent with
thofe wvaluable principles for which I bave uni.
formly coniended in the defence of others. No-
thing that I have ever faid, either profeflionally or
perionally for the Liberty of the Prefs, do 1 mean
to day o contradict or counteract. On the con-
trary, . I defire to preface the very fhort difcourfe
I have to make to you with reminding you, that it
1s your moit folemn duty to take care Lhat it fuffers
no injury in your bands. A frec and unlicenfed
prefs (in the juft and legal fenfe of the expreffion)
has led to all the bleflings both of Religion-and go-
vernment, which Great Britain or any part of the
world at this moment enjoys, and is calculated ftill
father to advance mankind to higher degrees of ci-
vilization and happinefs. But this freedom, like
every other, muft be limited to be enjoyed, and like
every human advantage, may be defeated by its
abufe. |

“"Gentlemen! the Defendant ftands indifled for
having publ fhed this book, which I have only read
from the obligations of pmfeﬂional duty, and which
1 role from the reading of with aftonifhment and
difguft. Standing here with all the privileges be-
longing to the hlgheﬂ: Counfel for the Crown, I
fhall be entitled to reply to any defence that {hall
be made for the publication. I fhall wait with pa~
tience t11l 1 hear 1t.

% Indeed, If 1 were to anticipate the defence
which I hear and read of, 1t would be defaming by

anticipation
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anticipation the learned Counfel who is to make it.
For if I am to collett it, even from a formel no-
tice given to the profecutors in the courfe of lhg:-
proceedings, I have to expeét, thatin{tead ofa de-
fence condufled according to the rules and princi-
ples of Englifh law and jullice, the foundation of
all our laws, and the fan&mn& of all ourJu[’uce. are
to be firuck atand infulted. What is the force of
that jurifdiction which enables the Court to fit n
judgment? What but the Oath which his Lord-
fhip, as well as yourfelves, have fworn upon the
Gofpel to fulfil.  Yet in the K:ing's Courty where
his Majelly is himfelf alfo fworn to adminifter the
jultice of England—in the King's Court—who re-
—'ceives his high authority under a {olemn Oath to
maintain the Chriftian Religion, as it is promulgated
bv God in the Holy Scriptures, I amneverthelefs
called upon as Counfel for the profecution to pro-
duce a certain book defcribed 1n the indi¢tment to
be the Holy Bible.

- % No man defervesto be upon the Rolls of the
Court, who dares, as an Attorney, to put his name
tq fuch a notice. It is an 1nfult to the authority
and dlgmty of the Court of which he is an ofhicer;
fince it feems to call n queﬁlon the very founda-
tions of its jurifdittion. Ifthis 1sto be the fplr” and
temper of the defence; 1if, as 1 colletl from that
array of books which are {pread upon the henches
bebind me, this pubhcauon is to be vindicated bv
an attack of alt the truths which the Chriftian Re-
ligion promulgates to mankind, let it be remem-
bered, that fuch an argument was neither fuggelted
nor juftified by any thmg faid by me on the part
of the profecution.

«“ In this flage of the proceedings, T fhall call
for reference to the facred Scriptures, not from
their Merits, unbounded as they are, but from their
authortty in 2 Chriftian Country—~not from the

obli 1g2-
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obligations of confc.ence, but from the rules of
l.aq.. For mv own part, Gentlemen, I have ever
Eeen deeply devoted to the truths of Chriftianity,
and my tirm beitei m the Holy Golpel is by ne
means owing to the prejudices of education. (thouuh,
I was relic wuﬂv educated by the beft of parema)
but arifes from the fullet and moft continued re-
Hections ﬁf my riner vears and underftanding., It
forms at this moment the great conlolation of a Hife
which, as a fhadow, muft pafs awav; and mthout_
11, indeed, I fhould confider my lonfr courfe of
health and proiperity (pera.?m too lonig and too un-
interrunted to be good foranv man) only as the duil

which the wind {catters, and rather as a [nare than
as a bletfing.

“ Much, however, as I wifh to {upport the ay-
thority of Scripture from a reafoned confideration
of it, I fhall rcprcnz, that fubjeét for the prefent.
But if the defence {hall be as I have {ufpetted, to
bring them at 2ll into argument or queftion, 1 fhall
then tuinl a duty which I owe not only to the Court
as Counfiel for the Pro{scution. but to the Public, to
ftate what I fecl and know concerning the evidences
el that Religian which 1s reviled withont being ex-
aminec, and denied without being underftood.

“ I am weh aware that by the communications
of a Iree prels, all the errors of mankind, trom age
to age have bgen dif :puu,d and difpelled ; and ] re-
colicct that the world. under the banners of re-
tormed Chriftenity, has ftrugaled threugh perfecu-
tion Lo the nout'e eminence on wiich it flands at
this momeng, fhedding tae bleflings of humantity
end {cience upon ihe nations of the carth.

“ gy L\;::’*.L_ . by what means the Reformation
Tq-OUm leu. IR AN fi’:.-d:?d, 11 the books of the Re.
formers had been fuppreiled, and the errors of con-

cGemnid m;i caploded {uperflitions had been {up-
Forted as ungucibionabic by the State founded "up-

O
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on thofe very {uperflitions formerly, as it is at pre.
fent upon the dofirines of the Eftablifhed Church
Or how; upon fuch prineciples, any refurmation cis
vil or religious, can in future bg eftefled. The
folution is caly :—Let us examine what are the ge-
nuine principles of the Liberty of the Prefs, as they
regard writings upon general {ubjetts unconne&ted
with the perlonal reputations of private men, which
are wholly foreign to the prefent inquiry ?  They
are full of impliaty, and are brought as near per-
feCtion, by the Law of [ingland, asperbapsis con-
fiftent with any of the frail inftitutions of mankind. -

¢ Although every community muft eftablifh fu-
preme authorities, founded upon fixed principles;
and muft give high powers to Magiftrates 10 admi-
nifter laws for the prefervation of the Government
itfelf, and for the {ecurity of thole who are to be
protetted by it: yet, as mfallblhty and perfettion
belong neither to human eftablifhments nor to hu-
man individuals, it ought to be the policy of all
free eftablifhments, as it ismolt pecuharly the prin-
cipleof our own Conftitution, to permit the molt un-
bounded freedom of difcufiion, even by deteéting
errors 1n the Conititution or Adminiitration of the
very Government it{elf, {o as that decorum is ob-
{erved, which every {tate muft exatt from its {ub-
jetts, and which impoles no reftraint upon any 1n-
tellettual compofition, fairly, honeltly, and decently
addrelied to the coniciences and underftandings of
men. Upon this principle, 1 have an unqucltion-
able right, (a right which the befl fubjetts have cx-
ercifed) to examine the principles and ftrutture of
the Conftitution, and by fair and manly realoning,
to qucftion the pratlice of 1ts adminiftrators. 1
have a right to confider and to point out errors in
the one or 1p the other; and not merely to reafon

upon their exttence, ‘but to confider the means of
their reformation,

“..B);
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% By fuch free, well intentioned, modéh., and
dignified communication of fentiments and opinions
all nations have been gradually improved, and
miltder laws and purer religions have been efta.
blifthed. The fame principles, which vindicate ci-
vil contentions honeftly direGted, extend their pro-
teftion to the fharpelt controverfiés on religious
faiths. This rational and legal courfe of improve-
ment was recognized and ratified by Lord Kenyon
as the Law of England, in a late trial at Guildball,
when he looked back with gratitude to the labours
ofthe F.eformers, as the fountains of our religious
emancipation, and of the civil bleflings that followed
in their train. The Englith Conftitution, indeed;
does not ftop fhort in the toleration of religious gp:-
nzons, but liberallv extends nto pradtece. It per-
mits every man, EVEN PUBLICLY, to worlhip God
according to his own con{cience, though in marked
diffent from the national -eftablifhment, fo as he
profeffes the general faith, which is the fan&ion of
all our moral duties, and the. only pledge of our
{abmiflion to the fyftem which conflitutes a State.

“ Is not this {yflem of freedom of controveriy,
and freedom of worfhip, fuflicient for all the pur-
pofes.of human happinefs and improvement? And
can it be neceflary for either, that the Law fhould
kold out indemnity to thofe who wholly abjure and
revile the Government of their country, or the Reli-
gion on which it tefts for its foundatidn? I expetl to
hear, inanfwer to what I am now faying, much that
will offend me. My learned Friend, from the dif-
hiculties of his fituation, which I know from ex-
perience how to feel for very fincerely, may be dri-
¥en to advance propofitions which it may be my
duty, with much frecdom, to reply to; and the law
will {anttion that freedom. But wWill not the ends
of jultice be completely anfwered by that right, to
Roint out the errors of his difcourle In terms that

arg
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~ are decent, and calculated to expofe its defefls; or
will any argument {uffer, or wiil public juftice be
impeded, becaufe neither private honour and jul.
tice, nor public decorum, would endure my telling.
my very learned Friend, that he was a fool, a liar,
and {coundrel; in the face of the Court, becaufe I
differ from him in argument or opinion ? This 1s juft
the diftin€tion between a book of free legal contro-
verfy and the book which I am arraigning before
you. Every man ias a legal right to inveltigate,
with modelty and decency, controverfial points of
the Chriftian rcligion; but no man, confiftently
with a law, which only exifts under its {anttions,
has a right not only broadly to deny its very ex-
iftence, but to pour forth a fhocking and infulting
inveftive, which the loweft eftablifhments, 1n the
gradations of civil authofity, ought notto be per-
mitted to {uffer, and which {oon would be borne
down by infolence and dilobedience, if they did.-
¢ The fame principle pervades the whole iyltem
of the law, not merely 1n 1its abliratt theory, but
in its daily and moft applauded practice.—The in-
tercourfe between the fexas, and which, properly
regulated, not only continues, but humanizes and
adorns our natures, is the foundation of all the
thoufand romances, plays, and novels, which are
in the hands ot every body. Some of them lead
to the confirmation of every virtuous principle;
others, though with the fame profeffion, addrefs
the imagination in a manner to lead the palfions
into dangerous excefles. But though the Law
does wvot nicely diicriminate the various fhades
which diftipovifh thele works from one another, {o
as that 1t lu‘h.rs many to pals, through its liberal
fprlt.. that upon punc:ph. might be {upprefled,
woulu it or does it tolerate, or dges apny deccnt
B maf
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rman contend that it ought to pals by unpeniflicd
fibels of the moft fhamelels oblcenity, manifeltiy
ﬂﬂmted to debauch innocence, and o blaft and
"*mrun the morals of the rifing generation? This
1= only another 1tlultration to ” demonflrate the ob-
wious diftinghicn between the work of an author,
who fairly exerciles the powers of bis mind, 1nin-
veltigating doclrinal points in the religion of any
country, and him who attacks the rauonal exilt-
ence of every religion, and brands with ablurdity
and folly the {late “which fan&tions, and the obedi-
ent tools who cherifh the delufion. But this pub-
lication appears to me to De as milchievous and
cruel 1n its pmbable effects, as 1t 1s manifeltly il-
Icgal in tis principles! becaufe it ftrikes at the beft,
{ometimes, alast the only refuge and confolation
amidfl tht‘: diftrefles and affiflions of the world.
'The poor and humbiz, whom it affctts to pity, may
be {tabbed to the heart by 1t. They have more
occafion far firm hopes beyond the grave, than
th“[t who have greater comforts to render life de-
ghtful. I can conceive a diftrefled but virtuous
nmn. {urrounded py children, looking up to him
for bread when he has none to give them, finking
under the laft day’slabour, and unequal to the nexty
et ftill looking up with confidence to the hour
W hen all tears fhait be wiped from the eyes of af-
fiiction, bearing the burden lad upon him by a
my {tertous Providence which he adores, and look-
ing forward with exultarien to the revealed promiles
of his Creator, when he fhall be greater than the
greateft, and app;er than the happielt of mankind.
What a change in fuch a mind might not be
wrougat by fuch a mercilefs puohcatmu * Gentle-
men! whether thele remarks are the overcharged
ccclamations of an accufing Couniely or the juit
weilections ¢f a man anxious for the public free-
"~ dem,
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dom, which is beft {ecured by the morals of a nae
tlon, will be beft {etded by an appeal to the paflage:
in the work, that are {eletted by the indittment Tor
yvour confidcration and judgment.  You are at {i-
berty to connctt them with every contextand fe-
quel, and to beftow upon them the wildelt inter-
pretation. [ Here Mr. Evfhiie read and coxnmenicd
upon feveral of the fedelled pajluges, and wien bro-
cceded as follows: ]

. ¢ Gentlemen, 1t would be ufelefls and difgufiing
fo enumerate the other paffages within the {cope
of the indittment. How any man can rationally
vindicate the publication of fuch a book, in a coun-
try where the Chriitian Religion 1s the very founda-
tion of the law of the land, I am totally at a lofs
to conceive, and have no i1deas {or the difcullion
of? How is atribunal, whole whole jurnt{diction
1s founded upon the {olemn beliel and pratiice of
what 1s denied as fallchood, and_reprobated as im-
plety to deal with {fuch an anomalous delence?
Upon what principle is it even oftered to the Court,
whofe authority 1s contemned and mocked at? If
the religion propofed to be called in gueftion, is
not previoufly adopted in belief and {olemniy acted
upon, what authority has the Court to pafs any juda-
ment at ail of acquittal or condemnation? Why am
I now, or upon any other occalion, to {ubmit to
your Lordihip’s authority? Why am I now or at
any time to addrefs twelve of my cquals, as 1 am
now addrefling you, with reverence and {ubmiflion?
Under what fantiion are the witnefles to vive their
evidence, without which there can be no trial? Ua-
der what obligations can I cail upon you, the Jury
reprefenting vour Country, to adminifter juftice?
Surely upon no other than that you are fwarn to
adininifter it under the oaths youhave taken.  The

vvhole Judlmdl frabric, from the King's {overeign
b2 aunomy
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authority to the loweft office of magiltracy, has no
other foundation. The whole 1s buiit, both in
form and fubftance, upon the fame oath of every
one of its minifters to do jultice, as cop suaLL
HELP THEM HEREAFTER. Vwhat God? And
what hereafter? That God, undoubtedly, who has
commanded Kings to rule, and Judgcs to decree
jafiice; who has faid to witnefles, not only by the
voice of nature, but In revealed commandments
—THOU SHALT NOT RBEAR FALSE TESTIMONY
AGAINST THY NEIGHBOUR; and wha lLias enforc-
ed obedience to them by the revelation of the un-
utterable bleffings which fhall atitend their obfer-
vances, and the awful punifhments which {hall
atait upon their tranigrefiion:.

“ But it {feems, this 1s an age of reafon, and the
time and the perfon are at laft arrived, thar are
to diflipate the errors which have overfprcad
the paft generations of ignorance. The belrevers
in Chriftianity are many, but it belongs to the few
that are wife to correl their credulity. Delief is
an att of reafon, and {uperior reafon may, there-
fore, di@ate to the weak. In running the mind
atong the leng 11% of fincere and devout Chriltians,
I cannot Lelp lamenting, that Newton bad not
lived to this day, to have had his fhallownefs filled
up with this new {lood of light.—But the fubjett 1s
too awful for irony. I will {fpeak plainly and di-
retly. Newton wasa Chriftian! Newton, whole
mind burft forth from the fetters caft by nature up-
on our finite conceptions—Newton whofe {cience
was truth, and the foundation of whofe knowledge
of 1t was ph Ilofopm not thofe vifionary and arro-
gant pre efumptions, which too often ufurp its nate,
but philofophy refting upon the bafis of mathema-
tics, which, hike b figures, cannot lic. Newton, who
carsied the lmme and rule to the uttermolt barriers

of
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of creation, and explored the principles by which,
no doubt, all created matter 1s held wogether and
exifts. But this extraordinary man, in the mighty
reach of his mind, overlooked, perhaps, the errors,
which a minuter inveftigation ot the created things
on this carth might have taught him, of the eflence
of his Creator. What thall then be {aid of the great
Mr. Boyle, who looked into the Organic Strutture
of all Matter, even to the brute inanimate fuflances,
which the foot treads on.  Such a man may be {up-
pofed to have been equally qualiied with Mr.
Paine to look up through Nature to Nature’s God.
Yet the refult of all his contemplation was the moft
confirmed and devout belief 1in all which the other
holds in conterapt. as delpicabie and drivelling {u-
perftition.—But this error might, perhaps, arifc
{rom a wantof a due attention to the foundations of
human judgment, and the iructure of that under-
ftanding which God has given us for the inveltiga-
tion of truth.—Let that quefion beanfwered by Mr.,
Locke, who was, to the highelt piich of devotion
and adoration, a Chrifttan.  Mr. Locke, v;hole of-
fice was to detetl the errors of thinking, by going
up to the fountains of thought, and to direll into the
proper track of rcaloning, the devious mind of man,
by {hewing him 1ts whole procefs, frorg the birlt pes-
ceptions of {enfc to the laft conclufions of ratioct-
nation, putting a rcin befides ypon falle opinion, by
pratical rules for the condutt of human judgment.
But thefe men were only deep thinkers, and hived
in their clofets, thaccufiomed to the trafhg of the
world and to the laws which praliically regulate
mankind.

¢ Gentlemen! in the place where we now fit to
adminifter the juftice of this great country, above a

~ century ago, the never to be forgotten Sir Matthew
tale Pr;:ﬁded; whofe faith 1p Chiiftianity 1s an
' exalicq
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gxaited commentary upon its truth and reafon. ang
whofe liic was a g]ormus example of its fruits in
man, adminfiering human juitice with a wildom and
purity drawn from the pure fountain of the Chnif-
tain diipenfation, which has been, and will be, ) m
all ages, a iudjetl of the Ligheit reverence and ad
miraticn. But it is fzid b the Author, that the
Chriftian Fable is but the aie of the-more ancient
fuperltitions of the world, and may be ealily de.
tected by a proper underﬁunmﬂg of the Mythologies
of the Heathens. Did Milton underfiand tl ole
mythologies? Was /e lels verfed than Mr. Paine in
the fupemmons of the woild? No, they were the
{ubject of his immortal fonrr, and t}munh inut ocut
trom all recurrence to them, he pouyed them forth
from the ftores of a wemory rich with all that man
ever knew; and laid them 11 their order as the il.
lufiration of that real and exalied faith, the un-
queftionable fource of that fervid genius, which
caft a {ort of fhade upon all the o:hcr works of
maen—

He pafied the bounds of faming fpace,

Where Angels tremble while they gase;

He {aw, 11l biafted with excefs 0fhnht,

ie cioled his eves in endlefs night,

Bur it was the iizht of the sony only that was ex
§ n%uf‘l\,u; “ T he C(_.;Cl).tldl liont ﬂmnc inward, and
enatied him to jullify the ways of God to man,”—

The refuls ofms thi uking was neverthelefs not the

farme o the Aaoor<,  The myiierious mcarnation
of oue Bieffed Savionr ! wiiich this work blziphemes
30 words 1o waohy uniit {or the mouth of a Chril-

vt of Jutlice, that T dare
not.o 2aug wihl por, give them utterance) Mihon
. 2l conciclon o the Pargaile Lof,

t‘llp
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the reft from his finifhed labours and the ultimhate
hope, expettation, and glory of the world.
A Virgin 1s his Mother, but bis Sire,
The power of the Mot High; he thall afcend

The Throne hereditary, and bound his reign
With Earth’s wide bounds, his glory with the eav'ns.

¢ The immortal Poet having thus put nio the
mouth of the Angel the prophecy of man’s redcinp-
tion, follows 1t with that {olemn and beautiful admo-
nition, addrefled 1n the Poem to our great Firft
Parent, but intended as an addrefs to his poflerity
through all generations.

This having learn’d, thou haft attain’d the fum
Of wifdom, hope no higher, tho’ all the ftars
‘Thou knew’ft by name, and all th’ ethereal pow’rs;
All fecrets of the deep, all Nature’s works,

Or works of God 1n Heav’n, air, earth, or {ea,
And all the riches of this world enjoy’tt,

And all the rule, one empire ; only add

Deeds to thy knowledge anfwerable, add faith;
Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love,

By name to come call’d Charity, the Soul

Of all the reft : then wilt thou not be loth

To leave this Paradife, but fhall pofle{s

A Paradife within thee, happier far.

“ Thus you find all that is great, or wile, or
fplendidy ot illufirious, amongll created bemgs ail
the minds gifted beyond ordlmn nature, 1f not in-
fpired by 1ts aniverfal author for the advancement
end dignity of thie world, though divided by dif-
tant agesy and by the claihing Oplmom dlftmgulfh-
ing them from one another, yet joming as it were in
ope fublime chorus, to celebrate the truths of Chrif-
tianity, and laying upon us noly altars the never-
fading offerings of their immortal wildom.

% Acaint
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- ¢ Againft all this concurring télimony, wa £ng
fuddenly, from the author of this book, that the
Bible teaches nothing but  lies, obfcenity, cruelty,
and injuflice.” Haud he ever recad our Saviour's
Sermon on the Mount 7—in which the great princi-
ples of our faith and duty are fummed up >—Let us
all but read and practife it, and lies, oblcenity,
cruelitv, and injullice;and all human wickednefs
would be banithed from the world! ,.

“ Gentlemen, there 1s but one confideration more
which I cannot poflible omit, becaufe I confefs 1t
atfetts me very deeply. The author of this book
bas writien larcreh on public liberty and govern-
ment; and this laft performance has on that ac-
count, been more widely circulated, and principally
among thofe who attached themfelves from PEIN-
ciple 1o his former works. This circumflance ren-
ders a public attack wpon all revealed religion from
fuch a wrniter infinitely mhore dangerous.  The reli-
gious and moral fenie ot the people of Great Bri-
tain, 1s the great anchor which alene can hold the
veflel of the ftate amid{t the ftorms which agitate
the world, and 1f I could believe fora momcnt, that
the mals ofthe pcople were to be debauched from
the principles ofxehgmn}. wiich forins the true ba-
fis of that humanritv, charity, and benetolence, that
has been {o long the national chara&terifiic, inftead
of mixing toylcif, as 1 lometimes have dotie, 1n po-
litical relormations, I would rather retire to the
uttermoft corners of the eaith to avord their agtta-
tton ; and would bear, not only the lmpcrfcét ons
and abufes complained UF in our own wiic eftablifh-
ment, bu: even the worilt Government that ever
exiited 1n the world, "‘“*}mr than g2 to the work of
reformation with a muhitude fet free from all the
charittes of Chrifilanitv. who had no fenle of God’s
eu.lence, but f;om Mr. Paing’s Gbiervation of

Nature,
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Nature, which the mafs of mankind have no leifure
o Contemplate nor any belicf of future rewards
and punithments, to animate the good in the glori-
ous purfuit of buman happmda, nor to deter the
wicked from deltroying 1t even inits bisth.  But
I know the p-:—.ople of Lngland better.  They ave
a religious people, and wnh the blefling of God as
far as it is in my power, I will lend my ald Lo Lcep
them f{o.

“ 1 have noobjeltions to the {reeft and moft ex-
tended difcuffions upen doétrinal points of the Chrif-
tain REHgiOl’I, and t/’wugk the Z{I‘EU of E??g[?mmf dofs
not permit ity 1 do not dread the reafoned argu-
ments of Delﬁs againft the exiftenceof Chrlﬂlamty
itfelf, becaufe, as wasfaid by s Divine Author, 1f
it is of God, it will fland. An intelleCtual book,
however erroneous, addrefled to the imelleaual
world upon {o protound and complicated a fubject
can never work the mi{chief which this indiéliment
is calculated to reprefs.  Such works will only em.
ploy the minds of men enlighted by {tudy, to a dee-
per nvelligation of a fubjc& well worthy of their
deepelt and continued contemplatlon. The pow-
ers of the mind are given for human improvement
in the progrels of human exittence. The changes
produced by {fuch rempmcauons of lights and 1n-
telligences are certain in their proarefﬁons, and
make their way imperceptibly, as convitlion comes
upon the world, by the final and irreflible power
of truth. If Chriftianity be founded in fal{chood,
1ct us become Deifls 1n this manner and I am con-
tented. But this book has no fuch objett, and no
fuch capacity : 1t prefents no arguments to the wile
and enlightened. On the contrary, 1t treats the faith
and opinons of the wifeft with the moft {hocking
contempt, and {tirs up men without the advantages

of fcarning, or {ober thinking, to a total difbf“he
-
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of evcf'y’ thing hithertd held fucred; and confe.
quentiv to a rejetiton of all the laws and ordipances
of the {ta:e. u—n'ch {tand only tpon the atfumption
of their truth.

¢“ Gentlemmen! I cannot conclude without ex-
pre{ling ti:e decpéft rearet at all the attacks upon th
Chriftian Rengr N bv suthors who profels to pzo-
mote the civil liberties of the world. For under
what other autpices than Chrifhanity have the loi}
and fubvertied hiberties of mankind 1o former ages
been re-allerted 7 By what zeal, but the warm zeal
of devoted Chriftians have Englith hiberties been
redcemed and confecrated? Under what other fan-
tions, even in cur own days, have liberty and hap-
pinefs been extending and {preading to the utter-
molt corners of the earth? What work of civiliza-
tion. what common wealth of greatnefs has this bald
relicion of nature ever effablifhed? We {ee on the
contraryv, the nations that have no other light than
that of Natare to direét them, funk in barban{m,
or flaves to arbitaryv Governments; whilft fince
the Chriftiar xre, the great career Ofthe world has
been flowly, but clearly advancing, lighter at every
ftep, from theawful prophectes of the Gofpel, and
leading, I truft, in the end to univerfal and eternal
happinefs.  Each generation of mankind can lee
but a few revolving links of this mighty and myfte-
rious chain, but by doing our {feveral duties in our
allotted flations, we are {ure, that we are fulfilhing
the purpoles of our exiltence. You, 1 truff, will
fulfil yours this day !”

A Mr. Fleming. onc of the Clerks of the Bank,
was We only w unefs called on the part of the Pro-
fecution. He {aid, he purchalﬂd the book in quef-

tion, of the Defendant, at his fhop, on the 7th of
I'coruary iafl.

‘The
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The NoTtice which Mr. Zr/Zine mentioned 1n
his {fpeech was here read, and Mr. Foln Martin,
the Attorney for the Defendant, readily admitted

that he had f{ent it to thole who were concerned for
the prolecution.

“ Mr. Ky p began his addrels to the Jury by ob.
f::rvmg., that the cl arge againft the PMelendant was
certainly aferious and a fmmldab.t onc. Hefa:d the
Defendant had impoled on bun the duty of defend-
ing him; and exprefled his aﬂhrancc, that, while
he cudunnurcd to difcharge this duty with full at-
tention to the refpeét that was due to the dignity of
the Court, and with that decent and unaftetied fe-
riouinefs which he feit belonged to the fubjetty be
fhould be {avoured with a patient and impartial
hearing, both from his Lordfhip and the Juary.
Though he had undertaken to defend this man from
the penal conlecquences which 1t was fought to at-
tach to the publication of the pamphict in queftion,

yet he thought it proper, 1n this carly period of hus
addrefs, and indeed Mr. Erfkine had in a manner

cailed upon him, to apprife the Jury, that it was
not a matter of courle that be {hould have under-
taken to maintain the truth of every aflertion con-
tained 1n the pailages {clected for profecution, or to
aflert the correttnels of the realoning, or the juft-
nefs of every conciufion drawn from the fatls al-
ledged or the arguments ftated in the publication.

On {uch a plan, he {aid, 1t would be impofiibic to
defend any book that was ever written on the {ub-

jett ol R.ehﬂl(m or Politics, Netaphy {ics or Niorals,
OF On any other fuinect which in its nature, was not
{ufccptible of {irict and ablolute demoenfiration: on
fuch a plan, he would not undertake to defend cven
the excellent anfwer of the Bithop of Llandaft ta
part of the very publication which was the object
of the proiccytion, nor the anf{wer of the fame

C 2 learned
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learned Prelate to the 15th and 16th chapters of
My Siobea’s Koman Hiltory.  He wifhed it to
be diftinétly underitond, that he did not appcar in
il p"lcc where he ftood in the chara@ler of a theo-
logic:l unﬂutam, whele objett 1t might be, to main-
i3 the trath of one {yfiem of religious tenets, or
to arraign the {aifhcod «f avother; that ke did not
p"“ﬁ‘: t him{clf before the Jury as a Daift prepared
t. ceny the truth of revealcd religion, to tmpeach
tre auihority »f the Bible, orto u{hfv, in thefinét
and ! gal {enie of ihe word, tlm attack made upon
it by the vuhlication winich was the ObJELt of the
DrCichi prmcculun but that he flvod where he

d: . :Ad. seete in an Englith Court of Juilice,
co - oot and (o maintain II‘L richt ot everv ndaivi-
Cu. . f}.ir"f:—' and houeltly to dli(,u*aa fulnu} Coil-
f i div ot the Girlt 1m pOIthCL ta mankind : and to
neslii o t‘:*: werld the refu of hisinquiries taus
omeltiv and faine mac‘“ vhether that refule were
SRQIEE G heagis fevour of the prevatling fyftem,
U T 4

[

- alipr niecuzions for liel, be {aid, the charge
a_un tie D-fendant confifted of two cor mponent

. rte—-the HEI of writing, prirtm or pubhfhing,
alifl 10¢ IMMI2NH0T Wil W hlch ne writes, prints or
NS B s N Tre St gy alwavs hicft of telt
puchiac. DUE fatt was alwayvs the opJedt ot telll-

T

nLoal o ThgInTontien, C00, nught fomeumes be the
<. !J....L. of teitoronve and nagit be collected from
circumnances ara facts extnniicto tac work which
s the "'[_]c‘ct of prolecuiton: but it was generally

15 be collecied from the tenorand {ubitance of the
work jtic.f.  The wmere fact of publication was in
1tizll no cime: 1t 1t were. the Defendant mmht
2s voll pe iouna cmltv of publith:ng a itbel ofauy
dﬁif_rn:-xi(m wlichojegar mgenttv night fuggelt, for
h-'“. m:; ¥ ablithed e Bl as tor having publithed
cof Reaisn,  But whatever might formerly

hav' bccu held 1o be the Law, we owed 1t to the

{7 &
OI‘Ed
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great talents and unwearied excrtions of his learned
Friend who conducted the prefent profecution, that
it wasnow happily citablifhied, thaty fiom the mere
fall of publication, a Tury wasnot to conviet | tney
were to look to thie mtention of the "Z"a.-'f_l‘nd::.m,
whether he were the author or pubhihcer: and,
fromn thar (:-.pl*‘tiu‘l of thr mora! wonlt or 1needcnce
of thac inteniion, to convift or 1o acauit.—In the
prefent cafe, bie laid, the fatt of pub lication was
proved s the caly objedt, therctore, for the con-
fideratinon of the Jury, was the guilt or innocence
of the tentien.

““ Tu molt prolecutions foriibel, he faid, the lan-
gquage n which the Defendant’s iniention was .
Ch"tl"rf:d in the m{lrument of ace 1;{’111011, was Mc.lﬁ
and 1ntelligible to common underftandings. inca-
}mb‘e of wdmitting duferent meanings, according 1o
the ditferent P IIILI?’}‘CH of the leon\ W ho lde it.
This oblervauon, ln)‘n ever, was far from beiag dp-
plicable to the prefont cale, as wodsld be (cen f. O3
an cxaminaucn of the terms—"{hev were thele,
¢ Blalphemouily, inpioully, and }}m md) Ie
would on no occaflion, he latdy choole to occupy
the time of a Jury by an ()ﬂuudtluub and ufelels
difplay of learning ; much lefs would he attempr it
on an occalion {o {erious and {o {olewn as the pre-
fent: he hoped, therelorz, no {uch intention would
be imputed to b, from his endeavouring 1o fix
the exalt and original ;neaning of thefe terms; he
felt 1t neccifary to the full p._zfm mance of his dmy
to his Client. ¢ izl ;'hcmouf’\:{' he {aid, “¢ was de-
rived {rom two Greek words, which higmify to hurt,
to injure or to wound the fame, cnaracter, reputa-
tion, or good opinton; 1t therciors mcant, ¢ with
an intenuon to hurt,” &ce. ** Profanciv,” was dervived
more immediately from a Laun wnd whicn figni-

L]

fies ¢ a facred place,” a pilace it apait for the local
wmﬂllp of fome divinity ; a pl:z.Ct. where the fa-
‘ v OUTreE




voilrcd votaiics might be received to a, miore im-
mediate communication with the objeét of their
waorfhip; i the language of anctent legendsy, a
¢“ fane.” ** Profane,” when applied to placy, com-
prerendcd all that 1s not thus confidered as holy
ground ; when applied 1o them, 1t was conhidered
. as a icrin of reproach, imp'w.rm*"r that they were un-
worihv to approach the facred fpot, unwoithy of
the communton of the favoured votaries: to do any
thing ¢ profanely,” theretore, wasto do 1t ina man-
rer. or with an intention, to offend that which 1s
eiicemed helv; or, as 2ll [ubordinate Divinues
were now !‘}rlniFICd from hence, ** 1 a2 manner, or
with an mtention, to offend the one Supreme God.”
b ImEi’mﬁ}',“ was dentved trom the [ atin word prus,
wiich exprefled the anachment, aflettion, refpect
or -reverence which is dac from a man to {fome
ciler h{fi""' to whom he {tands m the selauon of
an mnferior; aspetween a fon' and a father, 1t cx-
prefled filtal aficction ; ac between a mai ond the

Lla

rence aue from tae former to the latier :—to do any
tatng * impioudiy,” thercfore, was to do 1t ““in a
Banner. or with an inl(?llt'r‘n. mconfiffent with Lhat
joverence whicihh 1s due from a man to is-Creator.”

It was plam, ll:—f_‘*r{‘furr*j thiat ar‘cmf:mg} ter the difl-
fcrent fyftems of religtous vpinions wiich men
gmbrace, thev would .w']h the opithets of blaf-
FETC'nOUSg 11]H¢Ux . (l ]“H }f‘.-:n T(_’ I,I'u.lC 1“}? 1o
cach other. nr,ri ‘rcr:r'c.t" with e Iﬁi{"{f. He

VW
ﬁ‘xen‘fﬂ fed s by inII:I ‘;f‘::‘:s from .lhcifrt biftory :

. '!u,L. ine ¥1re and the

., a5 CLCINS OF :‘ﬁ;;r:::u eitves of the Divine

eing ; but tacy thought 1ty M‘H to confine the
' i

pabitanon and-thiercdore they had

DL...J: - 1t ¢ CN L e Ehe conftant anda habitezl reve-
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no tempics.  Cambries, when he mvaded Egvnr,
L 3" . - . ”

detfiroyed tie tempics s of the facred animals, and
reprocined the Lgvplians as implous, blalj lemeuza

and
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and profane, for worfhiping a bull, a cat, or ad
onion ; the Lcrypflam, on the othcr hand, re-
proached him in the {ame terms, for violating the
objells of theirreligicus adoration. When Xerxes
invaded Greece, pmluuw in ke manner the [pirit
of his own religion, he deftroyed the Griecian tem-
ples, and reproached the Greeks with impiety, in
pretem'linﬂ to coniane the Denty to a local habita-
tion; the Greeks, on the contrary, reproached him
as impious and profanc, for violating thair temples,
A Chriltian might call a Turk blaiphemous, 1pi.
ous, and profane, for mamntaining the Divine Mil-
ficn of NMabomet: the Turk would {peak of (he
Chriftian 1n the fame terms, for denying that Mif-
fion, and reviling the Koran. The promoters of
the prefent prolecution alfumed it as a firfl princi-
ple not to be dilculied or controvered, that the
Bible was written under the mmediate authority of
the Deity, and that it contained the revelation of
his will; they would, thercfore, jultly,according to
that affumed prmmple brand with the (:puhua of
blafphemous; 1mpious and profane, the man who
fhould deny the Bible to be the Word of God, or
ipeak of itin a difrelpetitul manner. On the other
hand, the Author of the work now under profe-
cution, and others of fiinilar opintons, having form-
ed their ideas of the jullice, benevolenceyand other
atttibutes of God, from a contemplation of his
works, alluined the rnght of examining, by the
ftandard of thofe ideas, any book that was prefented
to them as contaimng the Word of GGod, and being
written under his hnmediate mdpiration.  If, there-
fore, they thought they found any thing in his
book which attributed to the Deity things incon-
filtent with their pre-conceived tdeas ot his hfmm -
they would call thote lefphu 10Us, Impious, and
profane. who oftered this book as conaining the
Word of God. Therefore, Land Mr, Kaidd, I thusk
I have
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I have delivered myfelf from the neceffity of (hew
ing that the inteniion was not blaiphemous, impious,

or profanc.
““ The real queftion, therefore, was not whether
the Jury or his Lordfhip approved the book—not
whether they condt.nmed the paflages feletled from
1* ana inicries in this inciciment, or any other part
o 1t— not whether the Jury were of the fame opl-
nion with the author; but whether at the time when
he wrote the ook, ht_. fcit as he wrote, and cxprefled
Biafelf as be {eit? whether he meant {erioufly to
examine an unportant fubject. and to fubmit his
thoughts on "1t to the worid without a wanton and
malevolent iniention to do miichiet? It this was
his object; and Mr. Kvd laid be thought 1t impofli-
Lle m prove the contrary, he had tl e refpettable
ahority of the Bithop of Liandaff for faying, that
the author ought not, and of courle the publilher
'nnm. to be amenable to a human tribunal.
1 e bad his authority for faying more; he had his
utnerity for faving, that it was not for any human
tribunat to fit m]udrrmcnt on the intention with
which a man wriics, or publifhes what he writes, on

fuch fubjeds.
= M. Kydthenrecad a paflage from Bilhop Wat-
fon’s Anfver to the Age ot Reafon, and another

from i.1s Aniwer to the 15ti‘~ aud 16tk Chapters of
Nir. Cibbon's Roman History.  He likewife read
a fciter of Dr. Lardner’s 1o ihe Bifhop of Chichefter

- A B

on the fubjedt of Wasiftons Dilcouries on the Mi-
racles of cur Saviour. 1 prove the fame propofi-
tinn and zid he could add many fimilar autho-
riiies. but e thousht thcde fathclent. Mr. Kyd
then oblerved, that ihele learaed perions {poke 1n
fzvour of a much gresier }ailt'lrif of itderty 1n writ-
s on fublecis of roligoaus controverfy than he
thousht he had at pre: it A 3y occation to reqmre
zem Il‘ld. ained thal no hanian t5ib ...mou”m tO 1N-
Lcrpofc. ;
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teipofe; that even the intention of the writer
ought not to be brought under the cognizance of
the Civil Magiftrate: all that /e had at prefent to
contend was, that no malevolent intention could
be fairly imputed to the author of the prefent pub-
fication. He fhould argue this, in the firft place,
from the publication itfelf, which, in many parts
of it, {poke in terms of the moft reverential awe of
the Great Author of the Univerfe—in terms the
moft refpetiful of the charatter of the Founder of
the Chriftian Religion, and of the moral dottrines
which he taught; and bhe defied the moft attive 1n-
duftry of the Counfel for the Profecution to find a
fingle paflage in the whole work, inconfiftent with
the moft chafte, the moft corre& {yltem of morals.

‘“ He then read {everal of the leading paflages of
the pamphlet, in confirmation of his aflertion ; and
faid he would go farther—he would venture to al-
fert, that, however erroneous the firft principles of
the author might be, however incorreft his con-
¢lufions from thofe principles, yet, admitting thofc
principles as the foundation of his reafoning, fome
of the very paflages {eletled forprofecution afforded
the ftrongeft proofs of the chaftity of the author’s
mind, of the benevolence of his heart, the philan-
thropy of his difpofition, and the corretnefs of his
moral {enfe.  The author might be wrong, and he
did not feel it 1ncumbent on him to argue that he
was right in drawing the conclufions which he did;
but his error wasinvoluntary; it was the error of his
judgment; itdid not proceed from the wickednefs
and- corruption of his heart.

“ Mr. Kyd then read the feveral paflages which
had been read from the Indittment: made feveral
comments on them, and on the anfwers which fome
of them had received from the Bithop of Llandaft;

ahid argued, that they were conclufions which a man
L D fairly
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tairly and without prejudice difcufling the {ubje&,
n*lg‘u horeltly draw trom the premlfes. He then
contended ﬁrenuouﬂv for an unlimited nght of dif-
cuilion on all fub_;etta. particularly on rcligious fub-

jetts: argued the impolicy of reftraint, as bewng
hurtful to the interelts of the Chriftian religion ; and
referred to the confequences which followed the
conduct of the Council of Nice—appealing to the
authority ot Dr. Lardner, who attributed to the
conduct of that Council the banithment of the
Chriftian religion from Afia, where it was firft
planted, and had flourifhed for more than three
centuries.

‘““ He {pokeintermsoflevere reprobatton of the
profecution, w hich compelled him, 1n the dlfcharge
of his duty to his Client, to enter into a difcuflion
which was irkfome to him, and might be produc-
tive of dangerous effctls on the public mind.  As
to the Defendant, he contended, /e ought to be ac-
quitted. whatever mght be thoucrht of the author. .

I'he pamphlet had been pubhﬂled and fold. {o long
ago as the year 1794; 1t had {unk into oblivion,
where it might quietly remained, had it not been for
the Anfwer of the Bilhop of Llandaff, which had
raifed it from the grave; that Anfwer being pub-
hifhed in the vear 1796, the Detendant bad printed
the prefent edition trom no other motive than to
give tht Public an opportunity of knowing what' it
was the Bifhop had thought worthy of an Anfwer.”

Mr. Ersxixe made a moft eloquent reply. He
{zid, he was bound, in reipett o his learned
Friend. as a Member of a moit honourable profel-
{ion, to iuppofe, that he was placed in a very irk-
fome {ituation. to be celled on for a defence lo ex-.
ceedingly dithcult to make and {o extremely deli-
cate Lo menage, without violating that common de.

. cency
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ecency that was due to a court of Juftice. Ile could
not therefore help confidering him as entitled to a
confiderable degree of indulgence. Mr. Erfkine
hereadverted to leveral of the paffages felefied from
the Old Teftament by Mr. Kyd, and explained the
realon of their introduélion into the facred writings.
‘The hiftory of man, he {aid, was the hiftory of
man's vices and paflions, which could not be cen-
fured without adverting to their exiflence ; and many
of the inftances that had becn referred to, were re-
corded as memorable warnings and examples for the
inftruttion of mankind., Mr. E. nextentered moil
forcibly and deeply into the evidences of Chriftia-
nty, particularly thofe that were founded on thet
flupendous fcheme of prophecy, which formed one
of the moft unan{werable arguments for the truth of
the Chrithian Religion. ¢ [t was not,” he {zid, ¢ the
purpole of God to deftroy free agency by over-
powering the human mind with the irrefiftible tight,
and convittion of revelation, but to leave men 1o
colletls its truth, as they were gradually illuftrated
in the accomplifhment of the Divine promifes of
the Gofpel. Bred as he was to the confideration
of evidence, he declared he gonfideged the prophe-
cy concerning the deftruétion of the Jewith nation,
if there was nothing elfe to fupport Chriftianity,
abfolutely irre{iftible.  The divifion of the Jews
into tribes, to preferve the genealogy of Chrift,
the diftinélion of the Tribe of Judah, from which
he 'was to come; the lofs of that diftinCtion when
that end was accomplithed; the predicted departure
of the {ceptre from Ifracl; the deftruction of the
Temple of Jerufalem, which imperial munificence
in vain attempted to rebuild to difgrace the pro-
phecy; the difperfion of this nation over the face
of the whole earth, the fpreading of the Gofpel
throughout the world; the perfecutions of its true

D 2 minifters,
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minifters, and the foretoid fuperititions which for
ages had defiled its worfhip—thefe were topics
upon which Mr. Erfkine expatiated with great elo-
quence, and piroduced a moft powerful effe&t on
every part of the audience. He concluded, with
a vincdicasion of the autbors of this profecution.
He !aia they were men of the highelt charalter and
greateft configeration in the country. Many- of
them were charged with the offices ot rehgion;
oth=rs of them were cloathed with the robes of ma-

giitracy ; moft of them were men of deep learning
and thinking; and all of them juftiy entitled to the
thanks cf the Public for their noble exerttons in the
caufe of religion and virtue.

Lord Kenyon then made the following

CHARGE TO THE JURY.

“ Gentlemen of the Fur ¥y

¢ Being now 1n potieffion of all the facts of this cafe,
and couvinced, 1 my own mind, what conclufion ought
to b drawn from them, I am not {ure, that it 1s necef-
Tiry to {zy any thing at all to vou upon the fubject.
CGentlerien, before vou procced to decide on the merits
of this or anv other caufe, itis proper to {ee whether the
parties linvating ftand 1n a fair ]i)i ht before you. I was
exiremely hurt when the lcarned Couniel for the De-
{enuan. thought it to flate to vou, with very confider-
ni.c emuhalis, and a verv determined tone of voice, that
t1%s vwosa feandaious profecution. I eannot help with-

Ire il featence had not been uttered. Who com-
mienced 1t prefecution, [ certainly know not.  But
rom what %l from the very learned Counfel who has

- ~5

;v > {at dowvn. i am 1n-ined to {uppole 1t proceeded
i-om a fociety of Gentlemen inibituted for the moft im-
poriznt of oll purpefss, for nrefeiving the morals of the
po.ie o a fcaey compefed of Clergymenand Laymen
G. ta. moddiecable charactor i the kingdom, who,
feei = how ihe country is overiun with profligacy and
wickednels, which boldly raife their heads 1n defiance

of
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of the law of the land, were determined te {ee whether,
In tue firft place, by admonition ard advice, they conld
110t i’top the toorert of vice and immoiality © and {e-
condly, 1i that fhouli fail, to try what could be doue by
pumthment. I people, with ihe veiv Lelt intentions,
cairy on profecuii=ns that are opprefiive, the end may
not always pernaps lancufy the means,  But the man-
ner in wincit thes prefecution has been conducted, is
certainiy no* oppreinve 5 for inttead of proceeding in the
more cxpemtic mode, the Profecutars went before a
Grand Jury of the Country: and it was neceilary to
obtain the opinion ¢ that Grand Jury before the party

could be putin piocefs. 1
““ Gentdemen, we fit here in a Chniftian Affembly ta
admintrte: the laws of the lan.i, and I am to take my
knowledee of what the law is from that which has been
fanctiored by a ¢reat variety of legil deciiions. I am
bound to ftate to you what my piedecefiors in Mr.
Woolfton’s cafe (2 Strange, 894) frated half a century
ago 1n this Court, of which I ¢ an humble Member,
namely, that the Ciinfuan tleligion is part of the law of
the land, Chriftiamty from s carlieft 1wltitution met
with 1is oppofers.  Its profelfors weie very {oon called
upon to pu lith thetr ap(}lﬂgiea ior the dactrines theyv had
embraced. In what manner they did that, and whether
they had the advantage of their «dveirfaries, or {funk un-
der the fuperionty of their arguments, manki:d for near
two thoufand years have had an opportunity of judging,
They have feen what Julian, Jusun Martyr, and otlier
‘A pologifts have wrnitten, and have been of opinion the
argument was in favour of thole very publications. The
world has been lately favoured with another apology
from a most learned and refpectable prelate, who calis
his work An Apolagy for th Chriffian Reirzion. 1 {hall
not decide between thie merits of the one and the othier.
The publications themfelves are in the hands of the
world ; and I fincerely wifh in the concluding language
of the work to which I have just referred (I do not affect
to ufe the very words) I fincereiy wifh that the author
of the work in queftion may becuime a partaker of that
faith in revealeg releion, which he has {o grofly defa-
ned, and may be enabled to make his peace with Gipd
OF
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for that diforder ~hich he has endeavouled to the ut.
moft of his power to mtroduce into foctety. We have
fizard tp.day, that the light of Nature, and the contem-
p:.atmn of the works ai creaiion are fufhicient, withour
any oiizer revelation of the Divine Will. Docrates,
Plato, Xenophon, Tully---each of them in their turns
proifeiled thF‘V wanted other hights ; and knowing and
confeiing that God wis vood, mev took 1t for granted
thic tine would come w hcn he would impart a farther
Revelation of his Wil to mankind. Though they
avaiked as 1t were through a cloud, darkly, they ho ned
their pﬁﬁerltv would almoft fee God face to face Tlm
condition of mankind has met sith reprehention to day.
Bnt [ thall not purfue thls argument. Fully impreficd
with the great trutlis of rehigion, which, thank God, I
was taughtin my eailv yeais to bchme and of ulmll
the hour of reflection and inquirys nf: Ead of producing
any doubt, has fullv confirmed me 1n.

£ T expected thie learned Counfel for the Defendant
would have differed the cafe of the Publifher {rom that
of the Author of this work : that he would have endea-
voured to convince you that whatever guilt might be-
long to the Author, nothing was imputable to the Pub-
hither. He has, howex er, to my utter {urprife, exactly
reverfed the cafe. He tellaxou, it was originally pub-
lithed at Paristn 1794 ; that the feelings of the Authior's
friends were wounded by this work, w hmh I call a ne-
tarious publicatton, and that it was1n a great meaiare
lorgotien; and yvou are now called upon to judge of the
merits Or dernerrts ot the publither, "who has brought
forth a f{ﬂl-bom work, forgotten by every body, ull he
ventured In defiance of the verdicts of mankind on the
Author's poh*lcm works, to fend it forth among the 1n-
babitants of this couniry. Unlefs 1t was {or the moft

:alignant purpofes, I cannot conceive how it was pub-
Lmﬁd It 13 however for you to judge ofit, and to do
juftice between the Public and the Detendant

The Jury inftantly found the Defendant—GUILTY.
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