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Prcach'd at Northampton, an tise Lord's bﬂ)'.. June 26. 1748 .I
' On the Death ot .

The Honourable .

Sobn Stoddord, Ef -8
Glten a Mernber - of' his Ma_]eﬂy 8 -
| " Council,
"" For many Years Chief Juftice of
g . the Court of Common- Pleas for
. ihe County ‘of Hamopfhire,
_fudge of the Probate of Wills, and
‘Chief Colone! of the Regiment, &c. |

Whadacd at Eq/.’m June :9 1748. in the 67th Year of
his . Y
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GOD’s awful Judgment wn the

breaking and withering of the
STRONG Robs of a Community.
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Ezex, XIX. 12. |
Her frong Rods were broken and withered,
¥ N Order to a right underltanding and improving

thefe Words, thefe four Things muft be obferved
and underftood concerning them,

1. Whe f[be is that ts here rcPrcﬁ:nted as having had
ftrong Rads, viz. The Fewifh Community, here as often
cifewhere, 15 called the People’s Motier.  She is here
compared to a Vine planted n a very fruitfu! Soil, <. j0.
The Fewifb Church and State is often elfewhere compar-
ed tc a Vine ; as Plal, Ixxx. 8, &c. Ifa, v. 2. Jer. it 21.
Ezek. xv. and Chap. xvii. 6.

2. What 1s meant by ler fireng Rods, viz. Her wife,
able and well qualified AMagisirates or Rulers. ‘That the
Rulers or Magiltrates are intended is manifelt by ver. 11.
And fhe baa STrong Rods for the Scepters of thens that bear

- Rule,



A firong . Rod.

Rule. And by Rods that wers STRONG muft b
mieant fuch Rulers as were well qualified for Magiftracy,
fuch as had great Abilities and other Qualifications fitting
them for the Bufinefs of Rule. They were wont to
chufe a Rod or Staff of the ftrongeft and hardet Sort of
Wood that could be found, for the Mace or Sceptor of
a Prince ; fuch an one only being counted fie for fuch
an Ule ; and this generally was overlaid with Gold.

It 15 very remarkable that fuch a ftrong Rod thould
grow out of a weak Vin@*f;.jt-llut {o 1t had been i Ifrael,
throngh GOD’s extraordi¥ry Blefling, in Times paft,
‘Though the Nationis fpoléen of here, and frequently elfi-
where, as weak and helplefs in icfelf, and intirely depen-
dent as a Vine, that is the weakeft of all Trees, that can't
fupport it feif by its own Strengith, and never ftands but
a3 it leans on or hangs by fomething elfe that is &ronger
than itlelf 5 yet GOD had <aufcd many of her Sons to
be itronz Rods fit for Scepters ;. he had raifed up in If
rae/ many able and excellent Princes and Magiftrates
in Days paft, that had done worthily 1 their Day,

3. It fhould be underftood and obferved what is meant
by thefe ftrong Rods being éroken and witbered, viz. Thele
able and excellent Rulers being removed by Death = Men’s
dying is ofren compared in Scripture to the withering of
the Growth of the Earth. |

4. It fhould be obferved afrer what Manner, the break-
ing and withering of thefe ftrong Rods is here fpoken of,
viz. as a great and awful Galamity, that GOD had bro’t
vpon that People : *Tis fpoken of as one of the chief
Effefts of GOD’s Fury and dreadful Difpleafure againft
them ; But fhe was plucked up in Fury, fbe was caft down
30 the Ground, and the East Hipd dried up ber P}"i’ﬂf bey
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broken and withered, ”

Jrong Rods aere broken and withered 5 the Fire bath con-
fumed them. The great Benefits fhe enjoyed while her
{trong Rods remained, are reprefented in the preceeding
Verle 3 And fhe bad Grong Rods for the Scepters of them
" that bear Rule, and ber Stature svas exalted among the thick
Branches  and fbe appeared in ber Height with the Multi-
tude of ber Branches. And the rernble Calamities that
attended the breaxing and withering of her ftreng Rods,
are reprefented in the two Verfes next following the Text;
£Ind now fhe is planted in the IWildernefs, in a dry and ibir-
sty Ground 3 and Fire is gone oui of a Rod of ber Branches,
which bath devoured ber Frujg,  And in the Conclufion
in the next Words, is vety c¢mphatically declared the
Worthinefs of fuch a Difpenfation to be greatly lament-
ed ; Se that fbe bath no Sirong Rad to be a Scepter torale
sbis is a Lamentation, and fball be for a Lamentaiion.

That which I therefore obferve from the Words of the
Text, 10 be the Subje@t of Difcourfe at this Time, is
this,

When GOD by Death removes from a People chofe
in Placz of publick Authority and Rule that have been

as ftrong Rads, “tis an awful Judgment of GOD cn that
People, and worthy of great Lamentation. |

In difcourfing on this Propofition, I would

.R 1. Shew what Kind of Rulers may fitly be called firomg
ods. |

2. Shew why the Remowal of fuch Ralers from a
People by Death is to be looked upon as an awful
Fudgment of GOD on that People, and is greatly o be
hmcnwd! [1

O -
Y. !ﬁdf‘;.



A firong Rod

1. Twould obferve what Qualifications of thofe wha
gre in publick Authority and Rule may propetly give *em
the Denomination of Sromg Rods,

- ‘1, One Qualification of Rulers whence they may pro-
perly be denominated frong Rods, is grear Ability for thé
Maragement of publick Affairs.  When they that ftand in
Place of publick Authority-are Men of great natural A-
bilities, when they are Men of uncommon Strengih of
Reafon and Largenels of UnderRanding ; cfpecially
when they have remharkably a Genius for Governthente, a
peculiar Turn of DMind fitleg them to gain an extraor-
dinary Underltanding in Things of that Nature, giving
Abihty, in an efpecial Manner, for Inlight into the My-
fterics of Government, and difcerning thofe Things
~ wherein the publick Welfare or Calamity confifts, and the
‘proper Mcans to avoid the one and promote the other ;
an ‘extraordinary Talent at diftingmithing what is right
and juft; from that which is wrong and unequal, an =
fee thro® the falfe. Colours with which Injultice is ften
difguifed, and unravei the falfe and fubtil Arguments and
cunning Sophiftry that is often made Ulfe of to defend
Iniquity ; and when they have not only great natural A-
bilities in thefe Refpets, but when their Abilities and
Talents have been improved by Study, Learning, Obfer-
vation and Experiepce 3 and when by thefe Means they
bave obtained great actual Knowledge 5 when they have
acquired great Skill in publick Affuirs, and Things re-
quifite to be known, in Order to their wife prudent and
effectual Management ; when they have obtain’d 3 great
Underftanding of Men and Things, a great Knowledge
of human Nature, and of the Way of accommodating
themfelves to it, fo as moft effeftually to influence it to
wife Purpofes ; when they have obtained a very extenfive

Knowledge of Men with whom they are concerned !iln
T the




broken and wi’:b’ered . | 1y

the Management of publick Affairs, cither thofe that have
a8 joint Concern in Government, or thofe that are to be
govzrned 3 and when they have alfo obtain’d a very full
and particular Underftanding of the State and Circum-
{lunces of the Country or People that they have the Care
of, and know well their Laws and Conftitution ; and what
their Circumftances require ; and likewife have a greae
Knowledge of the People of Neighbour Nations, States,
or Provinces, with whom they have Occaflion to be con-
cerned in the Management ofy publick Affairs committed
to them ; thefe Things all contribute to the rendring:
thofe that atc in Authority fit to be denominated freng

Rods.,

2. When they have not only great Underftanding, but
Largenefs of Heart, and a Greatnefs and Noblenefs of Dif-
pafition, this is another Qualification that belongs to the
Chara&er of a frong Rod,

- Thofe that are by divine Providence fct in Place of
publick Authonity and Rule are called Gods, and Sons of
the moft High, Plal. Ixxxii. 6. And therefore 'tis peculi-
arly unbecoming them to be of a mean Spirit, a Difpo-
fitton that will admit of their doing thofe Things thatare
fordid and vile ; as vvhen they are Perfons of a narrow,
ptivate Spirit, that may be found in little Tricks and In-
triguss o promote their private Intereft, will fhamefully
defile their [1ands, to gain a few Pounds, are not afham-
ed o nip and bire others, grind the Faces of the Poor,
and {crew upon their Neighbours ; and will take Ad-
vantage of their Authority or' Comnwiffion to line their
own Pockets with what is fraudulently takicn or withheld
from others, When a Man in Authority is of
fuch a mean Spirit, it weakeus his Authorify, and

malkes him juftly contemptible in the Eyes of Men,
B and



X8 A flrong Rod

and ig utterly inconfillent with his being 1 frong
Noad. | | |

Bur on the contrary, it greatly cftablithes his Autho-
aty, and cauies others to ftand in Awe of him, when
they fee him to be a Man of Grearmefs of Mind, onc that
ahhors thofe Thinps that are mean and fordid, and not
capable of a Comphance with them 3* one that is ‘of a
gublick Spirit, and not of a private narrow Difpolition 3 ¢
Muan of Honcur, and not a Man of mecan Arifice and
clandeftine Management, {or filthy Lucre, and one that
abhors Trithog and Lpaitinence, or o walte away his
Timie, that fhould be fpent in the Service of GOD, his
King, or lus Country, in vain Amufements and Diverit-
ens, and in cthe Poriuit of the Graufications of fenfual
Appetites 3 as GOD charges the Rulers in Jfrael, that
pretended to be their great and mighty Men, with being
migkty 1o arink WWine, and Men of Styength to mingle flrong
Drirk.  There don’t feem to be any Reference to their
being Men of {trong Heads, and able to bear a great
deal of ftrong Drnink, as fome have fuppofed : There i3
a fevere Sarcaimin the Words 3 for the Prophet is {peaks-
g of the great Men, Princes afd Judges in ffrael (as
appears by the Verfe nexe following) which fhould be
mighty Mer, flrong Reods,Men of eminent Qualifications,
excelling in Noblenefs of Spirir, of gloricus Strengsh and
fortitude of Mind 5 but inflead of that they were migh-

ty or eminent for nothing but Gluttory and Drunken-
nefs.

- 3. When thofe that are in Authority are endowel with
much of & Spirit of Goverimuent, this is another Thing
that intitles them te the Denomination of ffreng Reds.
When they not onrly are Men of great Underftanding and
Wifdem in Affzirs that apperiain to Go?cmmenr,l but

18V



brobein and withered. Ir

have alfo a peculiar Talent at ufing their Knowledge,
and exerting chemf{elves i this great and important Bu-
finels, according to their great Underflandinp; in it
when they are Men of eminent Fortitade, and are not
atraid of the Iaces of Men, are not ateud to do the Part
that properly belongs to them as Rulers, thovgh they
meet with great Oppolition, and the Spiats of Men are
preatly vntated by ity when they bave a Spiric of Kefo-
[ution and Ativity, 1o as to keep the Wheels of Gavern-
tent 1 proper Motion, and o caule Judgmert and Jof-
tice to run down as a mighty Stream 5 when tlicy bave
not only a great Konowledoe of Government, and the
I hings that belong to it in the Theory, but itis as it
were natural to them to apply the vatious Powers and
Faculues with which GOD has endowed them, and the
Knowledge they have obtain’d by Sctudy and Obfervati-
on, to that Bulinels, fo as to perform it moft advantage.
oully and cftectually, |

4. Stability asd Firmnefs of Integrity, Fid:lity and Piety,
355 the Lxercife of Awthority, s another Thing that grreat-
ly contitbutes fo, and 1s very cflential 7» the Charadter of
a flrong Rod.

When he that is in Authority is not only a Man of
ftrong Reafon and great Dilcerping to konow what is jutt,
but isa Man of ftuct Integrity and Righteoufnefs, is firm
and immoveable v the buxccution of Juftice and Jude.
ment 3 and when he s not only 2 Man of great Ali-
lity to uear down Vice and Immorality, but has a Difpo-
fition agreeable to fuch Ability 5 15 one that has a firong
Averfion to Wickednels, and is difpofed to ule the Power
GO has put into his Flands to fupprefs 1t 3 and is one
that not only oppoles Vice by his Authority, but by his
Example 5 when he 1s one of inflexibls Fidelity, will be

faithful
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faithful to GOD whofe Minifter he is, to his People fop
Good, 15 immoveable in his Regard to his fupreme Auw
thority,his Commands and his Glory 5 and will be faith-
ful to his King and Country 3 wiil not be induced by the
many Temptations that attend the Buiinefs of Men in
publick Authority, bafely to betray his Troft ; "will not
confent to what ke thinks not to be for the publick
Gond, for his own Gain or Advanccmer t, or any private
Inter:t ; is one thatis well principled, and is firm in
acting agrecably to his Principles, and will not be pre-
vailed with to do otherwife through Fear or FFavour, to
follow a Multitude, or to maintmin his Interelt in any on
whom he depends for the Honour or Profit of his Place,
whether it be Prince or People 3 and is alfo one of that
Strength of Mind, whereby he rules his own Spirit. Thele
Things do very eminently contribute to a Ruler’s Title
to the Denoinination of a frong Rod. ‘

5. And latly, It alfo contributes to that Strength of

a Man in Authority, by which he may be denominared
a firong Red, when heis in fuch Gircumfances, as give
him Advantage for the Exercife of his Strength for the
publick Good ; as his being a Perfon of hnnourable
Defcent, of a diftinguifh’d Education, his being a Man
of Eftate, one that is advanced in Years, one that has
long been in Authority, fo that it is become as 1t were
natural for the People to pay him Deferznce, to rever-
ene him, to be influenced and governed by him. and
fubmit to his Authority ; his being extenfively Known,
and much honoured and regarded abroad ; his being one
of a good Prefence, Majefty of Countenance, Decency
of Brhaviour, becoming one in Authority ; of forceabl:
Speech, &c. Thefe Things add to his Strength and tn«
creafe his Ability and Advantage to ferve his Generation
in the Place of a Ruler, and therefore in jome B.ﬂ}'pe&
crve



broken and withered. 3 &

ferve tarender him onc that is the more fitly and emts
nently called a frong Rod,

}

I now proceed

1. To thew that when fuch ftrong Rods are breken
~and withered by Death, *tis an awful Judgment of GO
on the People that are deprived of them, and worthy
of preat Lamentation.

And that on two Accounts,

1. By Reafon of the many pafiiive Benefits and Blefi-
inns to a People that fuch Rulers are the Inftruments
of.

Almoft all the Profperity nf a publick Society, and
civil Community docs, under GOD, depend on their
Rulers,  They are like the mamn Springs or Wheels 1n
a Mac .ne; that keep every Part in ther due Motior,
and a.¢ 1n the Body pslitick, as the Vitals in the Bocy
natural, and as the Pillars and Foundation in a Buﬂding.
Civil Rulets are called the [oundations of the Earth,
Plal. Ixxxii. 5. and x1, 3.

The Profperity of a People depends more on their
Rulers than is commonly imagined.  As they have the
publick Society under their Care and Power, fo they bave
Advantage to promote the publick Intereft every Way-;
and if they are fuch Rulers as have been fpoken of, they
are fome of the greateft Bleflings to the Publick. Their
Influences has a’ Tendency to promote their #calth, and
caufe their temporal Poffeffions and Bleilings to abound,
And to promote Firtue amongft them, and fo to unite
them onc to another in Peace and inutual Benevolence,

and
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and make themy happy £ Society, cach one the Inflrument
of his NeiphboursQuicenefs,Comfoic and Profperity 5 and
by thele Means to advance their Reputation and swenr
in the World 5 and which 15 much mure, 6 proroote
their fpsritual and cternal Happinefs.  Facrcfore the wile
WNan fays, Beclel, x. 1. Bleffed art thon, O Land, wien
¢by Kiisg 15 the Son of Nobies, -

We have a remarkable Inflance and Iividence of the
happy and great Influence of fuch a flrongr Rod as hi
been defesibed, to promote the univerfa! Profperity of a
Beople, in the Hiftory of the Reign of Solemon, thovyth
many of the People were uncafy under his Governmenr,
and thought him too rigorous in his Adminiftrations
(Sce 1t Kings xii. 4.) Judah and racl dwels fefely, cuory
Marn under bis Vire and under bis Fig-Tree, from Dan cven
to Beerfhieba, all the Days of Solomon, (1 Kingsav, 25)
nd bz smade Silver (o be among thein as Stomes for Abiiu-
darce, (Chap. x. 27) znd Judah and liracl were many,
eating and drinking and wmaking merry,  The Queen of
Steda admiired, and was greatly aftecéted with ehe Hap-
pinefs of the Pcople, under the Government of {ucn.a
ftrong Rod, 1 Kings x. 8, 9. fays fhe, Happy ave tby
Ren, bappy are thefe thy Servants, which fland  continnally
Before thee, and that bear thy Wifden ! Bleffed te the Lord
8Ly GOD, cobich delighted-in thee to fet tiee om the 9 prone
of Miael :  Becaufe the LORD loved rael for cver,
therefore saade be thee King, to do  Judgmemt and

Jufice.

The fourithing State of the Kingdom of Fuazb,
while they had firong Rods for the Scepters of them
that bare Rule, is taken Notice of in our Context 3 ber
Stature was exclted among the thick Branches, and. fbe ap-
pear’d in ber Height with the Dultitage of bir Bmﬂcgff:,[

H W £
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Such Rulers are eminently the MINISTERS O
GOD o his People FOR GOOD . They are great
Gifts of the moft High to a People, and bleffed Tokens
of' his I'avour, and Vehicles of his Goodoels to them,
and therein Images of his own Son, the grand Medium
of all GO’ roodnes to fallen Mankind 3 and chere-
fore alf of them are called, SONS OF T'I1E MOST
I41GEHL Al civil Rulers, if they are as they ought to
Le, fuch ftrong Rods as have been defcribed, will be like
TLE SON of the Mofl High, Vehicles of Good to Man-
kind, and like bim, wil! be as the Light of the Morning,
when the Sun vifetl, cven @ Meyviing without Clonds, as the
tender Grafs [pringing ot of the Earthy by clear fhining
aftcr Rais,  And therefore when a People are bereaved'
of them they fuftain an unfpeakable Lofs, and are the
Subjects of a Judgment of GOD thatis greatly to Le
lamcented, |

2. On Account of the great Calnsities fuch Rulers are
a Defence from.  Innumerable are the grievous and fatal
Calamiues which publick Sociceties are expofed to in this
cvil World, which they can have no Defence from with-
out Order and wthority. It a People are without Go-
vernment, they are like a City broken down and without
Walls, encompafied on every Side by Enemies, and be-
come unavoidably fubject to all Manaer of Confuficn
and Mifery, '

Government is neccflary to defend Cosmminities frons
Niferies from <within themfelves 5 from the Prevalence
of tnteftine Difcord, mutual Injuftice and Violence. ‘The
Members of the Socicty continualiy making a Prey one’
of another, without any Defence one from another.
Rulers are the Heads of Union 1a publick Societies, that

hold the Parts together 3 without which nothing elfe is
* o
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tn be cxpedted than that che Members of the Seciety
will be continually divided againit themielver, every one
alting the Pare of an Lncmy to his Neighbour, every
onc’s Fand againft every Mao, and every Man’s Hand
againdt him 3 pong on in remedilefs and endlefs Broils
and Jarnng, 'uall the Society be utterly  diffolved end
broken in Picces, and Lafe it felf, in the Neighbourhood
of our IVellow-Creatures, becomes miferable and in-
tolerablc.

We may fee the Need of Governmient in Societies by
what is vilible in fumilies, thofe Jefler Societies, of which
all publick Societies are conftituted. How miferable would
thefe little Societies be, if all left to themifelves, without
any Authority or Superiority in one above another, or
any Head of Union and InBuence among them ? We may
be convinced by what we fee of the: lamentable Confe~
quences of the Want of 2 proper Excrcife of Authority
and Mainienance of Governmentin Families, that yet are
not abfolutely without all Authority. No lefs Need s
there of Government in publick Societies, but much more,
as they are lurger, a very few may poflibly, withoutany
Government, aét by Concerty fo as to concur in what
fhall be for the Welfare of the Whole ; but this 1s not
to be expected among a Multitude, confticuted of many
Cheufands, of a greac Varicty of Tempers and difterent
Interelts, |

As Government is abfolutely neceflary, fo there 15 a
Neceflity of Zrong Rods in Order to it : the Buiinels be-
1 g fuch as requires Perfons fo qualified ; no otherbeing.
fufficient foi, or well capable of the Government of
publick Socicties :  And therefore tacfe publick Societies
are miferable that have not fuch ftrong Reds for Scepters

| 153
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to rale 3 Leclell x. 16, [Fe to thee O Land, when thy King

e h 2 B
v3 a Chiid,

As Government, and flrong Rods for the Exercife of
it, are secelliry to preferve vublick Socicties from dread
fal and fatal Crlamitics arifine from among themfelves ;
fo vwo lely requifite are they to defend the Commnnity  frome
Soreign Enemics,  As they are hike che Pillars of a Build-
ing, fo they are alfo like the Walls and Buliwarls of 3
City 1 They are under GOD  che main Strength of a
People in a Time of Var, and the chief Inftruments of
char Prefecvation, Safety and Reft. This is fignified in
& very lively Manner in the Words that are vfed by the
Fewifh Community in her Lamentations, to exprefs the
Fxpectanons' fhe had yrom her Princes, Lam. 1v. 20.
THE BREATH OF OUR NOSTRILS, The ancint-
¢d of the LORD, was taken in their Pits, ¢f whom we
Jaid, UNDER HIS SHADOW <we fLall live emong
the Heatben. In this Kefpe@ alfo fuch ftrong Rods are
Sons of the smoft Fligh, and Images or Refemblances of
the Son of GOD, wiz. as they are their SAVIOURS
from their Enemies ;3 as the Judges that GOD raifed
up of old in Jfrael arc called, Nehem. ix. 27, Therefore
thou deliveredf} them into the Hand of their Enemies, twho
wesed thens o and in the Time of their Trouble, when they
cried unto thez, thoy beard? ibem from-Heaven 3 and ac-
cording 35 iby manifold Mercies, thou gaveft them SA-
VIQURS, whe SAVED THEM OUT QF THE
HAND OF THEIR LENEMIES,

Thus both the Profperity and Safety of a People, under
GOD, depeads on fuch” Rulers as are flrong Kods.
YWhile they enjoy fuch Bleflings, they are wont to be like
~a Yine planted in a froicful Soil, with her Stature exalted

amoniz the thick Branches, appearing in her Height with
C the
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the Multirde of ber Branches 5 bue when they have no
flrong Rod to be a Scepter to rale, they are like a Vine
planted na Wildernels, that ig mpnh d o be plucked
up, and caft Jdoww to tht Ground, (o haye her P
deied up with the [t Wind, and to hive Idre com-
wg out of her own  Dranciies to devour  het
b rml:

On thele Accounts, N hcn n People’s ftrong Rods are
broken and withered, “ds an awful ]mlnmcnr of GOI}
on that People, and worthv of great Lamentation @ As
when King Yofieh (who was mubtlcfs,ono of the furong
Rods relec’d to n the Text) was dead, the People made
areat Lamentation for him, 2 Chron, xxxv. 24, 24, Zid
they brought bima to Jerulolem, and be died, and was buried
in one of the Sepuichres of bis Fathers, aind all Tudaly and
Yerofalemy migrerned for Joliah ¢ And Jﬂm;h‘l lamented
for Johah 5 nd -all the finging Men and inging 1oimen
fpake of | ofiah in their Lamentatiops, to this Day, and mede
them an Ordinance inlracl 3 and Lebold, !izg are Sirilicn i
the Lamentations,

APPLICATION

I come now to apply thefe Things to cur own Ll
under the late awful Frown of Divine Providence
upon vs, 1n removing by Death that fbosesrable  Per-
fon in publick Rule and Author:ty, an Inhabitant
of this Town, and belonging to this Congregation and

Church who died a Bq/z'w thc Iaft Lom 5. Da}r

Hc was eminentiy a flrozg Rod in the f~remention'd
Refpelts,  As to his natural Abilities, Strepgth of Rea-
fan, Greatnefs and Clearnefs of difcerning, and Depth of
Pepetration, hig was ong of the firlt Rank ¢ It may be

doubied
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in thefe Parts of the World,  Ile was a M of a vy
preat Genins, and bis Genius was pncwlmrly fitted
for the unu:lﬂnmlm'* and manague of  pudlicl sif

fuirs,

And as his ganeral Capacity was preat, fo was the
Knowledge that he hadd acguired, Dis UnderRanding be-
ingy ereatly improved by clofe Application of Mind to

Joubted whether he has left hsSuperior i thefe Rofpe@e

thofe Thinee he was calicd to be concerned in, and by a
very exadl ()nﬁ:rvumn of them, and long Faxpericace in
themy,  Fle had indeed a0 prear Infight into the Nature
of publick Socicties, the &fvflerics of G_owrm):m:, and the
Attairs of Peace and 1ar @ e had 2 Dilcerning that
very few bave of the Things wherein the publick Weal
conﬁﬁs, and  what thoie Things are that do expofe pub-
hick Socienes, and of .the proper Means to avou! the lat-
ter and promote the former. He was quick i his Dif-
cerming, i that in molt Cales, efpe cmlly {ich as belang-
ed to ks proper Bufinefs, he at ivit Sight would {Le
further than minit Men when they h::r.d doie their beft
but yet he had a wonderful Traculty of 1improvieg his
own Thovzhts by Meditaiion, and carrymﬁ his Views a
greater and greater Lengta by long and clofe Application
of Mind, He Ladan Extr‘....{;tum:lry Ability to (nlimm..ﬁ
Kight and Hveng, in the Mudft of Intricacies, and Cir-
cumitances that tended to perplex and darken the Cafe :
He was able to weigh Things as it werce i a Ballance,
amd to diltinpguith theote 1kings thar were fohd and
weighty rom thofe that had only a tair Shew withoug
Subftance, which he evidently difcovered in bis accorare,
clear and plain Way ot fiating and  commitring, Canfes
to a Fury, from the Dench 7ac by others hath been ob-
ferv'd) he wonderfully  dilticguifh’d Truth from Falf-
- hood, ‘and the meft dabour'd Cales, feean’d always o lie
‘ ~ Clti!r

-
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clear in his Mind, his [deas properly rang’de— and he
had a Talent of communicating them to every ones Une
derftanding, beyond aliseft any one, and if any were
sufeoided 1t was not becaufe Lrath and Palfhood, Right
and Wrong were not wedd aiftinguifh’d.

Ele was probably one of the ablelt Paliticians that e.
ver New-Eugland bred : He had a very uncommon Ia-
ficht into zwzen Naiure, and a2 marvellous Ability 1o
penetrate into the particuler Tempers and  Difpofivions
of fuch as he had to deal with, and to difcern the Gt
Way of treating them, {o as moft cffecuzlly to influcnce
ghem to any good and wife Purpofe.

And never, perhaps, was there a Perfon that had a
more extenfive and thorough Knowledge of the Stare of
tbis Land, and its publick Affairs, and of Perfons that
were jointly concerned with him in them : EHe knew
this People, and their Circumftances, and what their Cir-
cumflances required : He difcerned the Difeafes of this
Body, and what were the proper Remedies, as an able
and.mafterly Phvfician. He had a great Acquaintance
with the neighbouring Colonies, and alfo the neighbour
Nations on this Continent with whom we gre concerned
1n our publicic Affairs : He had a far greater Knowlecge
tnan any other Perfon in the Land of the feveral Nations
of Indians 1n thefe Norchern Parts of America, thew
Fempers, Manners and the proper Way of treating them,
and was more extenfively dnown by Them, than any other
Perfon in the Country ¢ And no cther Perfon m Autho-
rity in this Province, had fuch an Acquaintance with thie
People and Couniry of Canada, the Land of our Fine-
mies, as He. -

He was exceeding far from a Difpoflition and Fors
vardnels
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wardnefs to swtermeddlc with atber Folks Bufine/s 3 but as
to what belonged to lits proper Bulinels, in the Offices he
fullained, nd the mnportane Affairs that he had che Care
of, he had a great Underftancing of what belonged  to
them, 1 bave often been furpnized ac che Length of his
R.each, and what 1 have feen of liis Ability o farefee and
dewermine the Gonfequerces of "Uhings, cven ata preat
Diflance, and quite beyond the Sighe of other Men.
IFle was not waverng and unfteady i his Opinion @ Iig
Manoer was uevir fe pafs a Judpsment rafbly, but was
wont firtk thoroughly to deliberate and wergh an Aftair

and 10 chis, nomnthﬂandmg his great Abilitics, he was
grlad to n'npmvc the Help of Converfation and Difcourfe
with otiers (..md often fpake of the great Advantage he
found by it} but when, on nrature Confs deration, he had
fetried his Judpment, he was not calily turned from

it by falfe Colours and planfible Pretences and Appear-
ances.

And befides his Knowledge of Things belonging te
his pafticular Calling as a Ruler, he had alfo a great De-
arec of Underftanding 1n Things belonging to his ge-

Calling as a Chriftian © He was no inconfiderable
sz : Hle was a wife Cafieift, as 1 know by the great
f it 1 have found from Time to Time; by his judm—
ment and Advice in Cafes of Confcience, wherein 1 have
confulted him ¢ And indeed T fcarce knew the Divine
that I ever found more able to Lelp and enlighten the
Mind in fuch Cales than he,  And he had no fmall De-
eree of Knowledge in Things pertaiming to experimental
Religien 3 but was wont  to difcourfe on {uch  Subjeéls,
not only with accuraze doctrinal Diflinctions, but as
one intimately and feelingly acquainted  with thefe
Tangs,

IHe
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He was not only great in fpeculative Knowledpee, but
his Knowledge was praftical, fuch as tended to a wiie
Condu& in the Aflairs, Buiines and Duties of Lite ;5 o
as properly to have the Denomination of #7jdem, and fo
as properly and eminently to wvelt him with the Cha-
ralter of a<vife Alav. And he was not only  eminently
wile and prudent m his own Caondnél, bhut was one of the
ablett and wiclt Connfellors ol others i any dithiculs

A,

The Greatnels and  Ilensurvallencfs of bis Diipofition,
was anfwerable to the Targeneds of his Underltanding,
He was naturally of a great Mind @ In this Refpedt he
weas truly the Sox of Nodles.  1le preatly abhor’d Things
which were mean and fordid, and feem’d to be incapa.
ble of a Compliance with them. How far was he from
Trnfling and Impertinence v his Converfation 7 ¥ low
far from a buly, meddhing Difpofition 2 How far fron
any fly and clandeftine Management to Gl bis Pocket:
with waat was fraudulently withhelkd, or violently fqueez-
ed from the Lalourery Soldicr or inferier Officer 2 Flow
far from taking Advancage fromy his Commiffion or duthe.
rify, or any fuperior Power he had in his idands 2 i
the Ignorance, Dependence or Neceflities of others to add
to his own Gains with what Property belonged to them,
and with what they might julliy expedt as a proper Re.
ward for any of their Services ? THow far was he from
fccretly raking Bribes oflered to induce him to favour any
Man in his Caufe, or by his Power or Intereft to promote
his being advanced to any Place of pubiick Truf, Honout
or Profit ! How grearly did he abbor Lying and Preva
ricating ¢ And how immoveably fledfalt was he to ekadi
Truth ¢ His Hatred of thofe Things that were mean and
fordid was {o apparcnt and well known, that it was evi-

dent
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dent that Men dreaded to appear in any Thing of that
Nature in his Prefence.

~ Ye was a Man remarkably of a Publick  Spiris,
a wue Lover of bis Contry, and greatly abhor’d
the facnficing the publick Wellare tw private Ine
terelt.

He was very ennnently endowed with w Spirit of Go-
wernment.  The GO of Nature feem’d to have formed
him for Government, as though he had been made on
Purpole, and caft mto a Mould, by which he fhould be
every Way hted for the Bulinefs of a Man in publick
Authority.  Such a Bebaviour and Condudt was natural
to him as tended to mainian. bis Autlority, and poflels
others with Awe and Reverence, and 1o enforce and ren-
der effe@ual what he faid and did, in the YVxerofe of
Ins Authoney.  Hce dwd wee bear the Siward in vain
e was truly a Terrer fo ¢cvil Docrs, What I faw in
biny often put me in Mind of thar Saying of the wife
Man, Prov. xx. 8. Tbz King that fitteth in the Throne of
Tudgimens featlereih away all Lol witd bis Iaes, Te
was one that was not atraid of the Faces of Nen s and
every one Knew that it was in vain to attermpt to deter
himy from deing what, on matare Confideration, he had
determined he ought to do.— bwvery Thing in him was
gicat, and becoming a Man in his publick Seation. Per-
haps pever was there a Man that appear’d in New- Lng-
fard, to whom tiae Denomination of 4 Grear Man did

sare properly belong,

But though he was one that was grear amone Men,
exalted above others in Abilicies and Greatnefs of Mind,
and in Place of Ruie, and fearcd not the Faces of Men,
yet be feared GOD. lic was ftidtly confcicntious in

BE
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his Condad, both in pabhick and pavate. Taeves Bnew
cae Man o that feetied more Hedfallly .md o veihly
1o act dy Principde, and accovding o Hales and Aoy fru,
citabhifhed and feteled i Mind by the Prctates or fug
/.m'.r:nmr: and Confeicnes. Tle was a Nion of i@ Jubs
tice and deliry = Fattiruloels was crsioently s Chis
racter @ Some of Lis greaefl Opponents, that have beey
of the conteary P;uw to hirn an publick AL s, Yot have
openly ..u.hnm;.ulrr d thy of him, That fe wvas e farths
Sul Ban, e was remalably faidhiul in los publick
Trufls @ Fle would ot bately ‘letiay Lis Tral?, from
frear or Tavour @ Lo was mn vain to oxpecl 16 5 huweven
Men might oppofe him or negiedt hiin, aod tow great
focver  the ey were ¢ Nor would he !h.'.‘i.';lfftﬂf the priodick
Tutereft, wherein committed to him, tor the Sake of his
own Eafe, but dilipently and iaboriouily watched and
laboured for it Nipht and Day.  And he was faithful in
private Afairs oy well as pudlick 1 He was a mofc farib-
ful Fricnd 5 faithful o any one that in any Cale afked
his Counfel : And his” Fidelity mipght be depend-
ed on in whatever Afiair he unaerts ok for any of his
Ne:gbfmu. | ' | .
e was a neted Inflance of the Pertue of Temperance,
unalterable in it, in ail Places, in all Companies, and in
the midlt of all T emptations.

Though he was a Man of a great Sping, yet be had
a remarkable C cvertment of bis Jﬁ:ﬂt and excetled in
the Government of &is Tongue. I*‘.-. the mid@ of all Pros
vocations he met with, with the Muldtudes hx.. had to
2zl with, and the great Multiplicity of perplexing A1
fairs in which he was con cmf,c‘ and all the ﬂppf}ﬁmm
and heprm-_hcq he was at any Time the Subjeét of';
yet what was there that ever proceeded out of hu Mm}:m
Lildf
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b Bee Pnemiles could Tay hold of I No prolane ¥ i
Geattiey o vai, walhy wieomly and unchniitian Specches,
ot any "Uime he expreffed himfelf wich great Warmel
s Vo, it ﬁ:{*lﬂ’rﬁ te b frotn Principle and Deter-
Cranation ¢ his Tudpment, mather than from Peflos
When he cupreficd  himfedf Grongly and with Vebe-
pencdy thole tiing were acgimtnied swich him and  well
soferded b tom Time o Time, mipht evidendy  fee
e was done in Confequence of @0oneht and  Judginent,
{ffifghing the  Circumftances  and  Confequences  of
g

_}Ji

he Calnspefs and Steadinefs of his Behaviour in pros
vate, partieulatly o bis Paily, appeared remarkable and
cremplary to thofe who lad awit Opportunity to
obicrve,

e was thorovghly cltabliflied in thoie relinisus Pidx-
erples and Dodlrines of the frfl Fathers of New-Lreland,
wiually called the Dofrines of Grace, and had a great
Detettation of the oppofite Errors of the prefent fafhi-
onable Divinity, as very contrary to the Word of GOD,
and the LKxperience of every true Chriftian. And as he
was 2 Friend to Trh, fo he was 2 Iriend to vital
Piety and the Power of Godlings, and ever counten~
anced and favoured it on all Qccaflions.

e abhor'd Profanes, and was ¢ Perfen of a ferneus
and decent Spirie, and ever treated facred Things with
Reverence,  He was exemplaiv for his decent ek
dastce on the publick [Varfbip of GOD. Who cver faw
hitn irreverently and indecendy lolling, and laying down
“his Head to fleep, or gazing dand planmg abour the
-Meeting-Tloufe in Time of divine Service 2 Ana 25 he
wasable (as was before obferved) to difcowfe very ue-
| ), {tandmgly



derftandingly of experisental Religion, o to fante Pepe
funy with wi)mm he was very intimate, he gave It
stons fufliciently plain, while converfings of thefe Thinggy,
that they were Matters of s own xpetience,  Awnd
iome fertous Perfons in civil Authority, that have ordiog-
*sily differed from him in Matiers of Government, yet on
fome occalional clofe Converfation with Liny on Fhings
of Religion, have manifelted an high Opinion of hifs as
(o reai experimental Piety. ‘

As he was known to be 2 ferious Perfon, and an Yine-
my o a profane or vain Converfation, o be was feared
o7 tkat Accouns by great and {mall., When he was in
the Room, only his Prefence was {ufficicor ¢o maintun
Decency 5 though many were chere that were accounted
(Gentlemen and great Men, who otherwiic were difpos’d
t0 take a much greater Freedom in their Tallc and Beha-
viour, than they dared o do in his Prefence.

He was nos snmindful of Desth, nor inicnfible of his
own Frailty, nor did Death come unexpedted to him,
For {fome Years paft he has fpeken much to fome Per-
fons- of dying, and poing into the cternal World,
';‘:gnifying that he did not expelt to consinue long
iere.,

Added to all thefe Things, that have been mention’d
to render him eminently a firong Rod, he was attendeat
with many Gireamfiances which tended to give him Ad-
vantage for the exeriing of his Strength for che publick:
Good. Fle was honourably defcended, waz a Man of
confiderable Subftance, had been long in Authority, was
-extenfively known and honoured abroad, was highin the
kfteem of the many Tribes of Jndians in the Neigh-
- ST pouthood



—_-

X o anlny T g -:—rﬂ'r_

e o e g o E—— —Em sy - A e TV [l O B

prokes wid withcred. 7
bonarhood of the Briif Colonies, and fo had great In.
fuencs spon them above any other Man in New- Vg
Tund 5 GOD had endowed him with a comely Prefence,
and Majelty of Counterance, becoming the great Qua-
fities of his Mind, and the Place in which GO had e
him.

b the Bvercile of thefe Qualities and  Tlodowinents,
under cthefe Advantages, he bas beea as it were a Fadher
to this Pare of the Land, on whom tae whole Cennty had,
vnder GOD, itz Dependence in all its public Affairs, and
cfpecially fince the Begtoning of the prefent War, How
much the Weighe of alf the warlike Concerns of the
County (which above any Partol the Land lies cxpolfed
to the Enemy) has lain on his Shoulders, and how he hag
been the Spring e all Mortion, and the Doer of cvery

Thing that has been done, and how wilely and faithiully

he has conduéted thefe Aflairs, I need pot inform iz
Congregation.  You well know that he took Care of thie
County asa Father of o Family of Children, not negledt-
ing Mens Lives, and makKing light of their Bleed ;3 bur
with great Diligence, Vigilance and Prudence, applying
himfelf continually to the proper Means of our Safcty
and Welfare,  And efpecially has this ks uative Town,
where hie has dwelt from his Infancy, reaped the Benefic
of his happy Influence : Xis /¥7/dom has been, nnder
GOD, very much our Guide, and his Authorisy cur Sup-
pord aund Stresgth, and he has been a grear Honeur (o
Nogthamwpton, and Ornament to our Conrch, -

He confinued in full Capacity of Ufefulnefs while he
lived 3 he was indeed confiderably advanced in Years,
but his Powers'of Mind were not fenfibly abated, and
hig Strengeh of Body was not fo impaic'd, but that hie

: L Wap
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was able to go long Journeys, in extream Hmt ahd Cold,
and m a fhort l'ime, o

But now this frosg Rod is broken and withered, and
furcly the Judgment of GOD thevein i3 very awfuly asd
the Difpenfation that which may well be for a Lamentas
tion. Mrobably we thall be more fenflible of the Worth
and Importance of fuch a flrong Rud by the Want of
it. The awful Voice of GOD in tlis Providence ig
warthy to be attended to by this whole Frevince, and
efpecially by the People of this County, but in a tnore pes
culiar Manner by us of this Tewn.  We huve now ting
Tefimony of the divine Difpleafure, added to all the
other dark Clouds GOD has lately brought over us, and
his awful Frowns upon ve. " Tis a Difpenfaton, on many
Accounts, greadly calling for our Huwmtliation ana Fear
befor: GO 5 an awful Maniteltation of his - fupreamn,
unjverfal and ubfolutc Dosminion, calling us to adore 'the
divine Sovereigoty, and tremble at the Prefence of this
grmr GOy : And it s alively Inflance of bwnan Frails
iy and Mertality 1 We {ce how that nonc are out of the
Reach of Death, that no Greatnels, no Authority, no
Wifdom and Sagacity, no Honourablenefls of Perfon oz
Station,.no Degree of Valuablenefs and Importance ex-
empts from the Stroke of Death. This is therefore a
loud and folemn Warnmg to all Sorts to prepare for their
Departure hence,

And the Memory of this Perfon who 1s now gane,
wpno was made fo greac a Blefling whiie he lived,
fnould engage us 1o fhew Relpe@ and Kindwefs to bis
Family. This we thould do both out of Refpect to him
and to his Father, vour former eminent Paftor, who in

his Day wasin a remarkable Manner a Fatber tm this
Part
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Part of the Land in Spirituals, and clpecially to this
Yown, as this his Son has been in Semporals~— GOD
greatly refented i, when the Children of Jfrael did not
fhew Kindnefs to the Houfe of Yerubbaal that had been
made an Inftroment of fo much Good to them,  Judges
viit. 35. Neither fherwed they Kinduefs to the Houfe of Je-
rabbaal, according to all the Good wwhich be had fhewed
unto firacl,
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