T H E

Diﬁimguﬁhihg Maxk%

L
- - * - T T
-
[
[
]
.- - - - o - . ... \ u . N " r -
. L]
! "
. o L ] L
. 3
L
[ -
[ ]

. F
. o aar g ' . up
r L .
-F £
1
ii‘ ' .1 v . "
- i ) - % ’ h i . * ) -
a : ' ] - L I F] [
a
L] - - ] T-i t . .. - - - - 1
" ¥ .,'_f - L - d -
u F W
b -

OF THE" o

- Extra&ed fro'n Mr. EDWAJ{DS,; 2

. | I\,Iinif{er of Noxthampton, m I\:cw-}lngland > et i
:1#‘5 F‘%‘tf r - - S ’ - : : . "7
B A “ S
Mzg:;t R—r——— . S
By ]OIIN IVESLLYhM‘A

Lare Fellow of L';ncctln-Collen'e, Oxon, T

-
..i - + § bl = -
-

> - -+ L] =
-
]
b ] .
- N T -
- - | | o B '}.
L9 . " ~ T

-
i . T F . -
. & - . - - -
1 - . +u -
r ‘ . ‘L 0 N D 0 N-_ _ B - 1:15

h = -
L gl - iy ¥
-y - * - r *
o

‘T”nmed by G PARAMO RE,. North-Green, \ﬁ’orﬂllp-Strect.

Sald ’hy G. WHITFIE LD, at the Chapel, C:ty-*ioad 3 and at th§

M cthodift Preachmg—chfes in Town and Country. 1795.

b,

| L Frice Fon&-Pnncm. ]

-



T H E

Diftinguifhing Marks, &c.

1 JOH N iv. 1,

Beloved, believe not every Spivit, but try the Spirits whether
they are of God, becaufemany falfe prophets are gone out
ento the world.

i, "Y HE apoftolical age was an age of the greatelt

out-pouring of the Spirit of God thatever was.
Aund that both as to the extraordinary gifts of the
fpirit, and allo as to his ordinary operations, in cone
vincing, converting, enlightening and f{an€tifying the
fouls of men. DButas the influences of the truc fpirit
abounded, fo counterfeits did alfo then abound : the
devil mimicking, both the ordinary and extraordinary
influences of the Spirit of God. This made it neceffary
that the church of Chrift fhould be furnifhed with {ome
certain rules and diftinguifhing marks, by which fhe
might procecd f{afely in judging of f{pirits, and diftin-
guifhing the true from the fallfe. The giving {uch rules
1s the delign of this chapter, where we have this mat-
icr exprefsly treated of. The Apoftle here, of {et pur-

pofe undertakes to {upply the church of God with fuch.
marks of the true {pirit as may be plain and f{afc, auo

{furecly diitinguifhing, and well accommuodated t6 ufe
and practice. And that the {ubjeft might be clearly
and fufficiently handled, he infifts upon it throughout
the chapter: which makes it wonderful that what is
faid in this chapter, 1s no more taken notice of at this

time, when that which 1s fo remarkable appears ; fuch -

an uncommon operation on the minds of the people
and there is fuch a variety of opinions concerning it,
and {o much talk about the Work of the Spirit.

2. The Apoftle is led to'difcourfe on this {ubjeét by an
occational mention of the indwelling of the {pirit, as
the {ure evidence of an intereft in Chrift, in the laft
verfe of the feregoing chapter. ¢ He that keepeth- his
commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him g ‘and
hercby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit

which.
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DISTINGUISHING MARKS, &c. 5,

which he hath given us,” Whence we may infer, that
his dclign in this chapter 1s, not only to give marks °
whereby to diftinguifh the true {pirit from the falle, n
his extraordinary gifts of prophecy and miracles ; but
alfo in his ordinary influences on the minds of his
peoplc. * |

3. The words of the text are an introduétion to this
difcourfe, of the diftinguifhing figns of the true and
fal{e {pirit, Before the Apoftle proceeds to lay down:
thefe figns, he exhorts the chriftians he writes to, to
care in this matter. And 1. Here is the duty of trying
the fpirits urged, with a caution annexed, again{t over
creduloufnefs : ¢ Beloved, believe not every Ipirit, but
try the {pirits whether they are of God.’”” The necef-
fity of this duty is fhewn from this, that there were
many counterfeits, ¢ becaufe many falfe prophets were
gone out into the world.”” And thefle did not only
pretend to have the Spirit of God in his extraordinary’
gifts, but alfo to be ecminently holy pcrions: to have
much of his ordinary. influences on their hearts, We
are therefere to look upon thefe words as a direftion to
try their pretences to the Spirit of God, in both thefe.
relpeltss

4. After the Apoftle had thus warned chriftians, with
refpeét to the trial of {pirits, he immediately proceeds’
to grve them rules, by which they may fafcly proceed in
judging of every thing that has the pretext of being
either the ordinary, or extraordinary work of the Spirit
of God.

My defign therefore is to fhiew what are the true,
certain, and diftinguifhing evidences of 2 Woik of the
Spirit of God, by which we may proceed fufely in

judeing of any opcration we find in ourfelves, or {ee in
J w 3

others.
5. And here 1 would obferve, that we are to take the

fcriptures as our guide1in this and in all cafes. This is
the {tanding Rule which God has given to his Church,
to guide them in all things, relating to their fouls. And
doubtlefs that Spirit that indited the Scriprures knew
how to give us good rules, by which to diftinguifh his
operations, from all that 1s falicly pretended to be from
him. And {ccing he has done this, in the chapter
wherein is the text; and done.it more particularly and

fully than any where elfe; in my prelent difcourfe I
A 2 1hall
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fhall go no where elfe formarks of the trial of the {pirits,
Jbut fhall confine mylelf to thofe that I find here.

But before 1 proceed particularly to {peak to thele
things, 1 would prepare my way by firft obferving ne-
gativcly, in {fome inftances, what are nof figns that we
are to judge of a Work by, whether it be the. work of
the Spirit of God orno.  And efpecially, what are no
¥vidences that a work that is wrought amongft a peo-
ple, 1s not the work of the Spirit of God.

6. Firlt, Nothing can certainly be concluded from
this, That the work that appears 1s carried on in a wav
very unufual and extraordinary. It is no fign that a -~
work 1s not the work of the Spirit of God, that is car-
ried on in {uch a way as the {ame Spirit herctofore has
not been wont to carry on his work ; provided the va-
viety or difference be {fuch, as may flill be comprehended
within the limits of thofe rules which the Scriptures
bave given to dittinguifh a work of the Spirit of God
" by. \What we have been ufed to, or what the church
of God-has beent ufed to, 1s not arule by which we are
t0 Judge, whether a work be the work of God, becaufe
there may be new arnd extraordinary works of God.
{oed bas heretofore wrought 1n” an extraordinary man-
ncr ; he has brought thois things to pals that have been
new things, {trange works; and has wrought in fuch a
manner as to Jurprize both men and angels: and as God
has done thus in times pafl, {o we have no reafon to
think but that he will do {fo {till, The prophecies of
jcripturc give us reafon to think, that God has {till new
‘things to accomplifh, things that have never yet been
{ccn., No deviation from what has hitherto been ufual,
lct it be never {o great, 1s an argument that a work 1s
not the work of the Spirit of God, 1if it be no deviation
from the rule that God has given, to judge of a work
cf -his Spirit by, The Spirit of God is {overeign in his
dpcraticns,; and we know that he ufcs a great variety s
and we cannot tell how great a variety he made ufe,
within the compafs of the rules he himfelf has fixed..
We ought not to limit Ged where he has not limited
himfelf, Ifa work be never {o different from what
has formerly been, yet, 1if it agrees in thofe things that,
the word -of God has given us, as the diftinguifhing.
Signs of a Work of his Spirit, that is fuflicicnt to deter=

mine us in its favour,
7. Theres



OF A WORK OF THE SPIRIT. 5

m. Therefore it is not rcafonable to determine that a
work is not the work of God’s {pirit, becaule of the ex--
traordinary degree in which the minds of per{ons are
influenced. If they feem to have an extraordinary
conviltion of the dreadful nature of fin, and a very
uncommon f{enfe of the mifery of it, or extraordinary
views of the certainty and glory of divine things; and.
arc proportionably moved with very extraordinary af-
fctions of fear and {ortrow, defire, love or joy: or-f.
the change that feems to be made in perlons be very
‘fudden, and the work carried on with very unufual
fwifinefs, and the perfons that are thus ftrangely atlec~
ted are very many, and many of them are very young ;
and alfo be very unufual in many other circumitances,
not infringing upon fcripture marks of a work of the
{pirit; thele things are no argumcnt thatthe work 1s not
a work of the Spirit of God.

‘The extraordinary degree of 1influence, 1f in 1ts naw
ture 1t be agreeable to the rules and marks given 1in
fcripture, is'rather an argument in its favour; for by
how muchthe higherdegree that is in, which is in its na-
ture agreeable to the rule, fo much the more 1s there.of
conformity to the rule, and {o much the more evident is
that conformity.

8. There 1s a great aptnels in perfons to doubt cf
things that are {trange; elpeccially, itis difficult for el-
derly perfons to think that to be right, which they have
becen-never.ufec to, and have not heard of in the days
of thetr fathers. But if it be a good argument that a
work 1s not from God, becaufe it 1s very unufual, then
it always was {6, and was {o in the Apolitle’s days. For
the work of the Spirit of God that was wrought then,
was carried on in a manner, that in very many ref{peflts |
was altogether new, There were {uch things then, as
neither the Jews then living, nor their fathers, had
ever feen or heard., Yea {uch as never had been f{ince.
the world {tood: the work was carried on with morc
vifible and remarkable power than ever had brcen be-
fore ; never were therc {een bpefore fuch mighty and
wonderful effefls of the Spirit of God, in {uch {udden
changes, and {uch great engagednefs and zeal in {uch
multitudes ; {uch a grcat and {udden alteration.in towns,
cities, and. countries ; {uch a {wift progrefs, and vait exa=

1ent of the wouk, o
; A3 - And
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. And we have reafon from {cripture prophecy to. fup-
pole, that at the commencement of the laft and greateft
out-pouring of the Spirit of God, the manner of the
work will be very extraordinary, and {uch as never has
yet becn feen 3 fo that there fhall be occafion then to
fay, as in Ifaiah Ixvi. 8. ¢ \Who hath heard fuch a thing ?
Who hath {een {uch things? Shall the earth be made
to brivss forth in one day ? Shali a nation be born at
once P For as {foon as Zion travelled, fthe brought forth
her children.”” It may be realonably cxpeéted that the
extraorainary manner of the work then, will bear fome
proportion to the Very:cxtraordinary events, and that
@lorious change in the {late of the world, God will be
about to bring to pafs by it.

g. Secondly, A work is not to be judged of by any
cfleéts on the bodies of men ; fuch as tcars, trembling,
groans, loud outcries, agontes of body, or the failing of -
bodily ftrecngth. ™The mfluence the minds of perfons
arc under, is not to be judged of one way or the other,
whether it be from the Spirit of God or no, by {uch ef-
fc€ts on the body ; and the reafon is, becaufe the {ciip-
turc no where gives us any {uch rule. We cannot con-
clude that perfons are undecr the influence of the true
ipirit, becaufc we fee fuch cfletts upon their bodies, be-
caufe this is not given as a2 mark of the true {pirit: nor,
on the other hand, have we any reafon to conclude,
irom any {fuch outward appearances, that perfons are
not under the' influence of the Spirit of God, becaule
theretis no rule of {cripture given us to judge of [pirits:
by, that does etther exprelsly or indireflly exclude fuch
cifefts on the body ; nor does reafon exclude-them. Ig
is cafily accounted for from the nature of divine and .
cternal things, and the naturc of man, and the laws of"
the union between {oul and body, how a true and pro-
per fenfc of things, fhould have f{uch effefls- on the-
body, even thofe that are of the moft extraordinary-
kind; fuch as taking away the bodily {irength, or.
throwing the body into great agonies, and extorting-
loud outcries. ‘There are none: of us bui- fuppofe, .
that.the mifery of hell 1s {o dreadful, and eternity-{fo vaft,
that it a perfon fhould have a.clear apprehenfion of that’
mifery as it is, it would he more than his-feeble. frame .
could bear; and efpecially, 1f-at.the fame time. he faw:-
himfclf in great.danger of.it, and.to. be- utterly uncera-

' - tain .



OF A WORK OF THE SPIRIT. o

tain whether he Thould be delivered from it, vea, and

to have no {ccurity from it one day or hour. We necd
not then wondcr, that when perfons have a very great

{fenfec of that which 1s {o amazingly drezdful, and alfo a

great view of their own wickednefs and God’s anger,

things {feem to them to forebode immediate deftruc-

tiomn. We {ce the nature of man to bc {uch, that

when he is in danger of {ome calamity that is very ter-

rible to him, he 1s ready upon every occafion to think

that now it is coming : as when pcrions hearts are full

of fear, in timie of war, they are ready to tremble at the

fhaking of a lecaf, and to expeft;the enemy every mi-

nute, and to fay within themielves, now I fhall be {lain.

If we fhould fuppole that a perfon {aw himlelf hanging
over a great pit, full of fierce and glowing flames, by a

thread that he knew to-be very weak, and not {uflicient

long to bear his weight, and knew that multitudes had.
becn in fuch circumitances before, and that moflt of
them had fallen aud perifthed; and faw nothing within:
reach that he could. take hold of to {fave him; what

diftrefs would he be in? How ready to think that now

the thread was breaking ; now.this minute he thould

be {wallowed up in thele flames? And would not he
be ready to cry out in fuch circumftances P How much

more thofe that fee themfielves in this. manner hanging
over an infinitely more dreadful pit, or held overit im.
the-hand of God, whom at the fame time they fee to be-
exceedingly provoked P No wonder they are ready to.
expett cvery moment when this angry God will. let
them drop; and no wonder they cry out of their mifery;..
and no wonder-that the wrath of God, when manifelted.
but a little to the foul, over-bears human ftrength,

- 10. So-it may cafily be accounted for,  how a true:
fenfc- of the glorious excellency of the Lord Jefus-
Chrift, and- of his dying love, fhould be {uch- as to-
overcome the bodily ftrength. We all own, that no-
man-can {ee God and live ; and that it is but a very:
{mall part.of that apprehenf{ion of- the glory and- love:
of Chrift, which the faints.in heaven:enjoy, that our
prefent frame can-bear: therefore it is not at all {ftrange-
that God fhould fometimes give his {aints fuch foretaltes-
of heaven,. as-to diminifh their bodily ftrength. -

‘11. But fome objeft againft {uch extraordinary ap-:
pearances, that we have.no inflances of them- recorded

in
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in the New Teltament. If this fhould be allowed, I
{ce no force in the obje@ion, fince neithier reafon, nor
any rule of {cripture excludes fuch tlings, 1 do not
know that we have any exprefls mention in the New
Teftameut of any perfon’s weepiug, or groaning, or
fighing, through fear of bell, or a fenfe of God’s anger 3
but 1s there any body fo foolifh as fiom hence to argue,
that in whomfoever thefe things appear, their convic-
tions arc not from the Spirit of God? And the reafon
why we do not argue thus, 1s, becaufe thefle are ealily
accounted for, from what we know of the nature of
man, and from what the {fcripturesinform us in general,
concerning the nature of etcrnal things, and the naturc
of the counvithions of God’s fpirit; {o that there is no
nced that any thing fhould be faid in particular con-
cerning thefe external, circumitantial effeéts. But
though they are not particularly recorded, yet there is
asreat reaion to think, from the general accounts we
have, that it could not be otherwife : and that That
agrcat out-pouring of the Spirit which then was, was not
wholly without tholc extraordinary effefts on perfon’s
bodies. The Jaylor, in particular, {cems to have been
an ini{tance of that nature, when he, 1n the utmoft dif-
trefs and amazement, came trembling, and fell down be-
fore Paul and Silas: his falling down at that time does not
appear a defigned putting himf{elf into a polture of {fup- .
plications for he {eems not to have {aid any thing to them -
thén ; but he firft brought them out, and then he fays to .
them, ¢¢ Sirs, what muft 1 do to be faved ?*’ Afls vi. 29,
90, The Plalmift gives account of himfelf crying out .
aloud; and of a great weakening of his body, under con- .
vi&tions, and a fenfe of the guilt of fin, Pfal. xxx1i. g, 4. .
¢¢ When [ kept hilence my bones waxed old, through my
roaring all the day long; for day and night thy hand -
was heavy upon me, my moifture is turned into the
drought of {fummenr.” o
12. We read of the difciples, Matt., xiv, 26, that -
when they {aw Chrift coming to them in the ftorm, and.
took him for fome terrible encmy, they cried out for .
fear : Why therefore fhould it be thought ftrange, that.
verfons fhould cry cut for fear, when God appecars to-
them as their terrivle enemy, and they {ee themielves in |
danger of being fwallowed up in the bottomlels gulph.
of etcrnal mifery | . .
33+ 1t



OF A WORK OF THE SPIRIT. ¢

1. 1t 1s a weuk objeftion, that the impreffions Ene
thufiafts are under, have been wont to have a great ef-
fett on rheir bodies, That the Quakers ufed to tremble,
is no argument that Panl, and the jaylor did not trcm-
ble from rcal. convifltions of conicience. Indeed all
fuch objeétions from eflefts on the body, let .them be
greater or lefs, feem to be exceeding frivolous; they
that argue from hence, arc going in the dark. “They
know not what ground they go upon, nor what rule
they go by. The rcot and caufe of things is to be
looked at, and thc nature of the opcrations and affec-
tions that perfon’s minds are under, are what are to be
enquired into, and examined by the rule of God’s
word, and not the motions of the blood and animal
{pirits. ,

14. Thirdly, Itis no argument that an operation on
the minds of a people, is not the work of the Spirit of
God, that it occaftons a great ado, and a great deal of
noile akout recligion. FYor though true religion does
not delight in the applaufe of men, yet {fuch 1s huimnan
nature, that it is morally impoflible there fhould be a
grcat and general councern, and engagednefs of mind
amonglt a people, and yet but little lard or done, that
ihould be publicly obfervable; or that it {hould not
caufe a vifible and open commotion and alteration.
amongft that people. o

Surely, it is no argument that the minds of perfons
"arc not under the influence of God’s Spirit, that they are:
very much moved, For cternal things are {o great, add:
of fuch vaft concern, that there is great abfurdity -im;
men’s being but modcerately moved by them. And
when was there ever any fuch thing fince the world:
{tood, as a people in general being greatly affefted in
any affair whatfoever, without noile or f{tir? The naes
ture of man will not aliow 1t, -

15. Indecd Chrift fays, IL.uke xvii, 20. ¢ The king«
dom of God cometi not with obfervation :’’ thatis, not
with outward and vifible pomp. And yet it {hall not:
be fct up in the world, on the ruins of Satan’s king-
dom, without a mighty change in the flate of thingss
to the obfervation and aftonithment of the whole world.
This is declared in the prophecies of {cripture, and by
Chrift himfelf, in this very place, in his own explanaa

tion of thofe very words, ver, 24. ¢ For as thé light«
- - ning
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10  DISTINGUISHING MARKS

ning that lighteth out of one part under heaven, {hineth
-unto the other part under hecaven, {o fhall alfo the Son
of NMan be 1n his day.” This 15 ro diftinguith Chrift’s
coming to fct up his kingdom, from the coming of falfe
chrifls, which he tells us will be in a private manner i
tiic deferts, and in the . fecret chambers, whereas this
cvent fhould be open and public, in the fight of the
whole world, like lightning that cannot be hid, but:
glares 1n cvery one’s eyes, and fhines from one fide of
heaven to the other, -

Accordingly we find, that when Chrift’s kingdom
came, by that remarkable pouring out of the Spirit in
the Apollle’s days, it occafioned a great ftir and ado
every where., What a mighty oppofition was there in
Jerufalem, on cccafion of that great effulion of the
Spirit there? And {o what great ado in Samaria, An-
tioch, Ephelus, Corinth, and other places; the affair
filled the world with noife, and gave occafion to {ome
to fay of the Apofltles, that ¢ they had turned the world
upfide down.”” Aéts xvii, 6.

16. Fourthly, It is no argument that an operation on
thc minds of a people, is not the work of the Spirit of
God, that many who are the fubjeéfls of it, have great
impreflions on their imaginations, That perfons have
many 1mprcilions on their 1maginations, does not prove
that they have nothing elfe. It 1s ealy to be accounted
for, that there fhould be much of this nature amongit
a people, where a great multitude of all kinds of con-
ftitutions, have their minds engaged, with intenfe
thought and Itrong aflettion, about thofe things that
are invifible. Yea, it would be ftrange if there {hould
not. We cannot think of things invifible, without a
degree of imagination. 1 dare appeal to any man,
whether he is able to ix his thoughts on Chrift, or the
things of another world, without imaginary ideas at-
tending his meditations? And the more engaged the
mind 1s, the more lively and firong will the imaginary
idea ordinarily be ; eilpecially when the contcmplation
is attended with any thing of {urprize. As when the
vicw a perfon has is new, and takes firong hold of the
pailions, either fear or joy; and when the change is
fudden, from a contrary extreme, as from that which
was extremely dreadful, to that which 1s extremely de~

Lightful, And it is no wonder that many perfons do not’
' " well
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well diftinguifh beiween that which 1s imaginary, and
that which 1s intellettual and {piritual : and that they
are apt te lay too mmuch weceight on the imaginary part,
and are mofil ready to ipeak of that in the account they
give of their experiences, efpecially perfonsof lefs un-
derftanding. ‘

17. As God has given us fuch a faculty as the imagi-
nation, and has {o made us, that we cannot think of
things {piritual and invifible, without fome exercife of
this faculty, fo 1t appears to me that this is really help-
ful to the other faculiies of the mind, when a proper
ufe is made of 1t, though often, when the imagination
is {trong, and the other faculties weak, it ovcr-bears
them. And it appears to me manifelt in many in-
ftances, that God hath made ufe of this faculty to truly
divine purpofes ; efpecially in {ome that are more igno-
rant: he {ecems to condci{cend to their circumfitances,
and deals with them as babes; as of old he inftruéted
- his church while in a ftate of ignorance and minority,
by types and outward reprelentations. I can {fec no-
thing unreafonable in {fuch a {fuppofition.,. Let othcrs
that have much occafion to deal with {ouls in fpiritual
concerns, judge whether experience do not confirm iz.

18. Fifthly, Itis no fign that a work wrought on-the
minds of people is not from the Spirit of God, that ex-
ample is made ufe of as a great means of 1it. It is furely
no argument that an effet is not from God, that means
are made ufe of in producing it; and it is no more an
argument, that this means is made ule of, thanif it was
any other means, Itis agreeable to {cripture that per-
fons fhould be influenced by one another’s good exam-
ple : the fcripture direlts us to fet good examples to.
that end, Matt, v, 16, 1 Pet. 111, 1. 1 Tim,iv, 12, Tit.
ii. 7. and alfo direfts us to be influenced by the good
examples that others fet, and. to follow them, 2 Cor,
vili, 1—7. Heb. vi, 12, Phil, 1i1, 17. 1 Cor.iv. 16..
and chap. xi. 1. 2 Thell. 111. 9. 1 Thell. 1. 47, By which
it appears, that example is one of God’s means; and
certainly it is no argument, that a work is not the work
of God, that God’s own means are made ufe of to
effelt it,

18. And as this i1s a [criptural way of carrying on
God’s work, fo it is a reafonable way. It is no argu-

ment that men are not influenced by reafon, that they
| are
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arc influenced by example. This way of perfons hold-
ing forth truth to one another, has a tendency to en-
lichten the mind, and to convince reafon, None will
deny, but that for perfons to fignify things one to ano-
ther by words, may rationally tend to enlighten their
minds. But the {ame thing may be fignificd by attions,
and that more fully and effeftually, Words are of no
ufc but as they convey our ideas to others; and this,
aftions, in {ome cafcs, may do more fully. There 1s a
language in ations ; and in fome cales, much more clear
and convincing than in words.

It is therefore, no argument againft the goodnefs of
the effe€t, that one aflefls and {tirs up another; or that
perfons are greatly afletted by {eeing others {o; vyea,
though the impreflion that is made upon them fhouldbe
only by feeing the tokens of extraordinary affeftion in
others, without hecaring them fay one word. There
may be alanguage {uflicient in their behaviour only, to
convey their minds to others, and to fignify to them
the fenfe of things they have, merc than can poflibly be
done by words. 1f a perfon {hould fec another under
iome extreme bodily torment, he might rcceive much
more convincing evidence what he fuffered, by his
attions in his mifery, than he could do by the words of
a relator. In like manner, hc might receive a greater
idea of any thing that is delightful, from the behaviour
of one that 15 1n atual enjoyment, than by the narra-
tion of another. I defire thismatter may bec examined
by the {trifteft reafon.

20. T'here never was yet a great revival of religion,
but that example had a main hand 1n it. So it was in
the time of the Reformation, and {o it evidently was in
that great out-pouring of the Spirit that was in the
Apoftle’s days, in Jerufalem, and Samaria, and Ephe-
{us, and other parts of the world; as will be moft ma-
nifeft to any one that attends to the accounts we have
in the Aéts of the Apoftles: as in thofe days one per-
{fon was moved by another, {o one city or town was in-
filuenced by the example: of another, 1 Thefl. 1. 7, 8,
¢ So that ye were enfamples to all that believe in Mas
cedonia and Achia, for, from you founded out the word
of the Lord, not only in Macedonia and Achia, but
alio in every place your faith to God-ward is {pread

abroad,”?
And




OF A WORK OF THE SPIRIT. 15

And it 1s forctold, that the Work of God fhould be
carried on very much by this means, in the laft great
out-pouring of the OSpirit, that fhould introduce the
glorious day of the Church, {o often {poken of in
Scripture, Zach. viii. 23, 22, 23. ¢ And the inhabi-
tants of one city {hall go to another, faying, Lct usgo
fpecedily to pray before the Lord, and to feek the Lord
of Hofts: 1 will go alfo. Yeamany people, and ftrong
nations thall come to feck the Lord of Hofts in Jerufa-
lem, and to pray before the Lord. hus faith the Lo:d
of Hofts, in thofe days it fhall come to pafs, that ten
men fthall take hold, out of all languages of the natiors,
‘even fhall take hold of the fkirt of him that isa Jew,
faying, We will go with you, for we have heard that
'God 1s with you,” I - ’
21, Sixthly, Itis no fign that a work that is wrought

- amonglt a people is not from the Spirit of God, # That
many that feem to be the {ubjeéts of it, are guilty of
great imprudences and irregularities in their conduét,”
It is no wonder at all, that in a mixt multitudec of al
forts, wile and unwife, young and old, who are under
ftrong impreflions of mind, there are many that behave
themlelves imprudently. There are but few that know
how to conduét them under vehement affe&tions of any
kind ; to do {o requircs a great deal of difcretion, and
ftrength, and {tcadinefs of mind. A thoufand impru-
dences will not prove a work, not to be the work of
the Spirit of God ; yca, if there be not only impruden-
ces, but many things prevailing that are irregular, and
really contrary to the rule of God’s holy Word. That
it thould be thus may be well accounted for, from the
exceeding weaknefs of human nature, together with
the remaining darkne{s and corruption of thofe that
are yet the {ubjetts of the faving influences of God’s
Spirit. | .

PWe. have a remarkable inftance in the New Tefta-
ment, of a people that partook largely of that great ef-
fufion of the Spirit, among whom there neverthelefs
abounded imprudences and irrcgularities; and that is
the Corinthians. There isf{carce any church more ce-
Jebrated in the New Teftament for being blefled with
large mecafures of the Spirit of God; yet what mani-
fold imprudences, yea, finful irregularities, and firange
confufien, did they run into, at the Lord’s Supper, in

B other’
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other parts of public worfhip, in contention about their
‘Teachers, and cven in the exercife of their cxtraordi-
nary gifts, though they {pake and 2€led by the imme-
diatc in{piration of the Spirit of God.

- 22, Nay, if we {ec great imprudences, and even fin-
ful irregularities in fome, that arc cmployed as great
in{truments to carry on the work, 1t will not prove it
not to be the work of God, The Apoltle Peter him-
{elf, one of the chief inftruments of {ctting up the
Chriftian Church in the world, when he was altually
engaged in this work, was guilty of a great and finful
crror in his condutt; of which the Apoltle Paul {pcaks,
Gal. 11, 11, 12, 13. “ But when Peter was come to
Antioch, I withftood him to the facc, becaufec he was
to be blamcd. For bcfore that certain came from
Fames, he did cat with the Gentiles, but when they
were come, he withdrew, and feparated himf{clf, fear-
ing them that were of the circumcifion ¢ and the other
Jews diflcmbled likewi{ec with him; infomuch ‘that
Barnabas allo was carried away with their diffimula-
tion.” Now if the grecat pillar of the chriftian church
was guilty of fuch an irregularity, is it any wonder if
other lefler inftruments fhould be guilty of many ir-
" regularities? -

29. And here in particular, it is no evidence thata
work is not the work of God, if many that arc the {ub-
jefts of it, or inftruments to carry it on, are guilty of
too great a forwardnefs to cenfurce others as unconver-
tcd, cither not duly apprehending the latitude the
Spirit of God ules 13 the methods of his operations, or
for want of making duc allowance for that infirmity
and corruption that may be left in the hearts of true
pelievers,

- It is oblervable that there ncver was a time of great
~reformation, a {pirit of zear in the church of God,
but that it has been attended with irregularity, running
out fome way or other into an undue sgverity. Thus
in the Apoftle’s days, a great deal of zcal was {pent
about unclean meats, both partics condemning one ano-
ther, while St, Paul had charity for both: ¢ He that
ecats, ({ays he,) to the Lotrd he cats, and giveth God
thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he-eateth
not, and givcth God thanks.,”” So in the church of
Corinth, they had got into the way of -ecxtolling fome
- mintfters,
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minifters, and cenfuring others, and were puffed up
for one againft another: but yect thele things were no
fign that the work then carricd on was not the work of
God After this, when religion was {till flourithing in
the world, and a fpirit of ecminent holinefs prcvdlled
the zcal oF chriftians ran out into a very improper ic-
verity, in the exercifc of church difcipline towards de-
I:nqucnts. And in that glorious revival of religion, 1n
the time of the Reformation, zeal in many inftances
appearcd in a very improper feverity, and even a de-
grec of perfecution. Yea, in fome of the moft eminent
reformers j as in the great Calvin in particular: and
mapy werc guilty of fcverely cenfuring others that dif-
fered from them in opinion,

24. Seventhly, nor are ¢ many errors in judgment,
s and fome declufions of Satan intermixed with the
¢« work,” any argument that the work, 1mn general, Is
not the work of the Spirit of God. If many dclufions
of Satan appear at the fame time that a great religious
concern prcvalls, it 1s not an argument that the work
in gcncral 1S not thc work of God, any more than it
was an argument in Egypt, that there were no true
miracles wrought there, by the hand of God, becaufe
}’:mne.f and ]ambre: wrought falfe miracles at the fame
time by the hand of the devil.  Yea, the fame perions

may be the fubjcﬂs of much of the influcaces of the
SPIII[ of God, and yet in fome things be led away
by the dcluﬁon of the devil. And t.h:.s 1S NO more a
paradox, than many other things that arc true of real
believers, in the prefcnt ftate, where grace dwells with
fo much corruption remaining for a while together in
the {ame heart. Many good men have undoubtcdl},
10 this and other ages, expoled themielves to grievous
dclufions, by an apwc{s to lay too much weight on iin- -
pulﬂcs and 1mprc:lﬁons as if th....) were immediate rea-
velations from God, to hpmfv fomt,thmg future, or tQ
diret them where 1o go, and what to do.

;15 E1ghtnly, if fome ¢ fall away 1nto grofs errors,
¢ ox -fcandalous pra&lccsj” 1t }s no argument that the
work in gcnrsral is not the work of the Spirit of God,
Tlaat .tlwn, are fome countcrfeits is no argument that
ﬂothuw is true; fuch things are always expefled in a
time o,f rcfarmation.  If we look into church hiftory,
we ;[h .ﬁ.ndpo mitance opr great revival of religion,

2 | . but
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but what has been attended with many fuch things:
inftances of this nature in the Apoftle’s days were in-
numerable, both of thofe that fell away into grofs he-
refies, and alfo vile praftices. And they were not only
private chriftians, but teachers, and ofhcers, and emi-
nent perfons in the chriftian churchy and fome of
whom God had endowed with miraculous gifts of the
Holy Spirit, “ '

' An 1inftance of this naturec was Nicolas, one of the
{feven deacons, who was looked upon by the Chriftians
in _ferufalem, as a man {ull of the Holy Ghoft, and was
cholen out of the multitude of Chriftians to that'ofhice,
for that rcafon, Aéts vi. 3. 5. yet he afterwards fell
away, and became the head of a {eft of vile heretics,
of grofs practices, called from his name, the fe&t of Ni-
colaitans. Rev. 11. 6, and 15. | -

So in the time of the Reformation from Popery, how
areat was the number of thofe t.hs_:t for a while {eemed
to join with the Reformers, that fell away into the
grofleft and moft abfurd errors and abominable prace
tices P ‘ SR

And it is particularly obfervable, that in times of
great pouring-out of the Spirit to revive religion ih the
world, a number of thofe that for a while feemed to
partzke of 1t, have fallen off into whimfical-and extra-
vagant errors, boafting of high degrees of {pirituality,
and condemning others as carnal. Thus 1t was with
the Gnoftics in the Apoftle’s time; and thus it was
with feveral {clts of Anabaptifts in the time of the Re-
formation. Amnd {ome of the lcaders of thofe wild en-
thufiafts, had been for a while, highly efteemed by the
firft Reformers. | |

And fo in the beginning of New-England, when vital
piety flourifhed, fuch things asthefe broke out., There-
fore the devil’s{owing {uch tares 1s no proof that atrue
work of the Spirit of God is not carried on.

26, Ninthly, It 1s no argument that a work is not
from the Spirit of God, ¢ That it is promoted by mi-
¢ nifters infifting very much on the terrors of God’s
¢¢ holy law, and that with a great deal of pathos and ear-
¢¢ neftnefs.’” If there be really a hell of dreadful and
never-ending torments, whigh multitudes are in danger
of, and which the greater part of men in Chriftian
countries do aftually, from generation.to generation,

fall



OF A WORK OF THE SPIRIT. 17

fall into, for want of a fenfe of the terriblenels of 1t

and their danger, and fo neglcling to- take duc care
to avoid it why then is it not proper for thole that
have the care of fouls Thould take great pains to make
men f{enfible of it? Why fhould not they be told as
much of the truth as can'bec? If I am in danger of
going to hell, I fhould be glad to know as much as pof-
fible I can of the dreadfulnefs of it: IfI am very prone
to neglett due care to avoid it, he does me the beit kind-
nefs, that does moft to reprefent to me the truth of the

cafe, that, fets forth my m1['ery and danger in the Iwe-

lleﬁ manner.
1 appeal to every one heré, whether this is not the

very courfe ‘they would take in cafe any great tempo=-
rary calamity ? If any of you that are heads of familiés

faw one of your children in an houfe that was all on
fire, that fecmed infenfible of its.danger, and ne glelted
to efcape, after you had often called to it, would you
go on to fpeak in a cold and mdlﬂcront manner ?
Would not you cry.aloyd, Jand reprefent the danger it
was in, and,the folly in delaylng, in the mofit llvcly
manner ycu was ‘capable.of? 1f you {hould continde
to fpealu. to it only in a cold manner, as you are wont
to do in ordinary converfation about . indifferent’ mat-
ters, ‘would not thofe abdut 'you begin :to think yon

were bereft of .reafon yourfeif 7 It'is not the ‘way of
mankind, in temporal affairs of great moment, - that re: .

quire earneﬂ: heed and grcat haﬂ:e, to fpeak to others of -
their dangcr ‘and warn' them but a little; and. when
they do it at all, "in a cold indifferent manner: nature
teaches men othmwzfe. If then we that have the care
of fouls, knew what ‘hell was, had feen the-flate of the
damned, or by any other means, became fenfible how
dread_ful their calfe was; and at the fame timé -knew
that the greater. part of men went th:ther, and . faw our -
hearers in imminent danger; and yet infenfible of théir
danger, 1t. would be morally impoflible for us to avoid
moit earnefily fetting before them the dreadfulnefs - of
that n}:fcry they were, in dangcr of, and walnmﬂr them
ﬂ'r 1iomm it. .
f 2. When mm:ﬂ:ers preach of hell, and warn {inners
to.avoid it, in cold manner, though they may fay in
words that it is 1nﬁn1tely terrible ; yetr (if we"lodk on
lan,g_uﬁgt. asa. communmatson of our minds to ‘others)

b3 they
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they contradift themfelves; for afions, as I obferved
before, have a language as well as words. And at the
iame time that {fuch a preacher’s words reprefent the
finner’s {tate, as infinitely dreadful, if his bchaviour
and manner of {peaking contradi€t it, he deferts his
own purpole; for the language of his aétions, is much
more etlettual than the bare {ignification of his words.

Nat that I think the.law only fhould be preached:
minifters may preach other things too little. The gof-
pel 1s to be preached as well as the law, and the law is |
to be preached to make way for the golpel. = So
that a minifter ought not to infift fo much on the ter.
rors of the law, as to forget his end, and negleét to
preach the gofpel. But yet the law is. very much tobe
infifted on, and the preaching of the gofpel is like to
be in vain without it.

Indeed fome talk of it as. an' unrealonable thing to
think to fright perfons to heaven. But I think it 15 a
reafonable thing to endeavour. to fright perfons away
from hell, that {tand upon the brink of it, and are juit
ready to fall into 1ty and are {enfelefs of their danger,
It 1s a realonable thing to fright a perfon out of an
houfe on fire. The word fright is commonly ufed for
{udden, caulelels fear, or groundlefs {urprize; but
furely a juft fear, that there is good reafon for, though
it be very great, is not to be {poken again{t under any

{fuch name.
28, Having thus fhown, in fome inftances, what are

not evidences that a work wrought among a people, is

not a work of the Spirit of God,
I proceed in the f{econd place, to fhew pofitively

what are the f{ure, diftinguifhing, {cripture evidences
and marks of a work of the Spirit of God, by which .
we may proceed in judging of any operation we find in -
ourfelves, or fee among a people, without danger of
being milled. : | , |

And in this, as I faid before, 1 fhall confine myfelf
wholly to thofe marks which are given by the Apoftle
in this chapter, where this matter 1s particularly han-
dled, and more plainly and fully than any where elfe
in the Bible. And in f{peaking to thefe marks, I
ihall take them in thc order which I find them in the
chapter. - .

1. Firft, when the fpirit that is at work amoéngfi a

| | people
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people is obferved to raife their efteem of that Jefus that
was born of the Virgin, and was crucified without the
gates at Ferufalem ; and to confirm their minds in the-
truth of what the gofpel dcclares, of his being the Son
of God, and the Saviour of men; it is a fure fign that
that {pirit 1s of God. This fign the Apoftle gives us:
in the 2d and gd verfes. ¢ Hercby know ye the Spirit
of (;od; every {pirit that confefleth that Jefus Chrift is
come in the flefth, is of God; and every {pirit that con-
te{lfeth not that Jefus Chrifl is come in the flefli, i1s not
of God.’* This implies a confelling not only that there
was fuch a perfon who did and {uffered thofe things
that are recorded of him, but that That perfon was
Chrift, 1. e. the Son of God, the Anointed of God to
be Lord and Saviour. That thus much 1s 1mpliced, 1s
confirmed by the 15th verfe, where the Apoltle i1s {till
on'the fame {ubjelt of figns of the true {pinit: ¢ Who-
foever fhall confefs that Jefus is the Son of God, God
dwelleth in himn, and he in God.”

And it is to be obferved that the word confefs, as it is
often ufed in the New Teftament, fignifies more than
merely allowing: 1t implies an eftablilhing a thing by
teftimony, and declaring it with efteem and affettion;
io Matt. x. g2, * Whofoever fhall confels me before
men, him will I confefs before my Father which is in
heaven.’”” Rom. %xvi, g, ¢ I will confels to thee among
the Gentiles, and fing unto thy name.”” And Phil. 11. 11,
¢¢ That every tongue may confefs that Jefus Chriit is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”” And that this
is the force of the expreflion here, is confirmed by that
other place in the lame epiftle, in the next chapter, at
the 1t verfe, ¢¢ Whoioever believeth that Jefus is the
Chrift, is born of God ; and every one that loveth him
that begat, loveth him alfo that is begotten of him,”
And by that parallel place -of St. Paunl, where we have
the fame rule given to diftinguifh the true iIpirit from
all counterfeits, 1 Cor. xii.” 3, ¢ Wherefore I give you
to underftand, that no man {peaking by the Spirit of
God, calleth Jefus accurfed,”” (or will thew an ill or
mean cfteem of him) ¢ and that no man can fay that
Jefus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoft.” |

~ So that if'the fpirit which is at work among a peaple,
is plainly. obferved to work after that manner, as to
convince thert of Chrift; andléad them to Chriit; to

o confirin
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confirm .their .minds in the belief that he is the Son of
God and was fent of God to fave finners, and that he
1S . :h:: only Saviour, _and that t,.:xe,y {tand in great need
of him ;3 and to.beget in them hzghcr tl,lou'ﬂhts of him
than they ufed to have, and to incline -their aﬂ"céhons
more to’ hun, it 1s.a fmc ﬁgn tha+ it is the true and
r1ght iptrit.
2g9. But the words of ;the Apoftle are 1'emarkable

the perfon. the {pirit gives teflimony to, and to. whorn
~he faifes.their efteem, muit be that Jelus that appea;ed
in the flefh, and not another Chrifi in. his {tcad ; .npr
any. my{hcal fantaftical Chrift within, which d1m1q1{hes
their eflleem of, and dependdncc upon ar outward
Chrift, or jcfus as he came in thé flefh, and lcads
them off from him. But the {pirit that gives tc[hmony
for that Jefus, and leads to him, can be,no otker .than
the Spirit of God.

The devil has the moft bitter and implacable .enmity
againit that perfon, efpecially in his cham&er of the
Saviour of men. He mortally hates the.doftrine of liis
Redemption ;.he never would go about to beget in inert
more honourablc thoughts of him, .and {o to incline
them more to fear him, and lay greater weight on his
inftruétions and commands. The -{pirit that inclines
men’s hearts to the Seed of the Woman, 1s not the
fpirit of the ferpcnt. He that heightens men’s efteem
of the glorious Michael, that Prince of the Angels, is
not the {pirit of the dragon that is at war with him...

g0. 1I. When the fpirit that is at work operates
againft the intereft of Satan’s’ l~.1ngdom, which lies in
c{tabhﬂnng fin, and cherﬂhmg men’s worldly lufls ;
this is a fure fign that it is.a true, and not a falle {pirit.
This fign is given in the_4th and sth verfes. $¢ Ye are
of God, little children, and have oveércome them; be-
caufe greater is he that 1 1s in you, fhaa he that is in the
world. They are of the world, therefore fpeak thcy
of the world, and the world heareth them.” Here' it
1s evident thc Apoftle is {ill comparing thole that ale
influcnced by the two oppoﬁte kind of fpw:ts, the true
and the falfe, and fhewing the difference; the.one ‘are
of God, and overcome the {pirit of the world ; the
other arec of the world, and fpeak and_ fdvour the. tlungs
of the world. The fp,nt of the devll 18, here ‘called,
¢ Kle that 15 in the worldy” Chrxﬂ: fa,ys, “}Mydkmg_

| m
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dom 1s not of this world.”” But it is otherwile with
Satan’s kingdom ; he is the god of this world.

What the Apoﬁle means by the world, or the things
of the world, we learn by his own words, in the- 2d
chapter. ¢* Lovec not the world*neitherthe things that
are in the world : if any man.love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him: for all that is in the world,
the luft of the flefh, and the luft of the eyes, and the
pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.”’
So that by the world, the Apoftle evidently means
every thing that appertains to fin, all the couuptlons
and lufts of men, and all thoie aflts and objetts by
which they arc pratified. In thefe things lies the in-
tereft of his kingdom, who 1;:, ¢ the {pirit that 1S :rn the
world.””

So that we may {afely determine,. the I'plnt which
works after fuch a manner, as to leflen men’s efteem of
the pleafures, profits and honours of the world, to take
off ‘their hearts from thefe things'; and to engage them
in a deep concern about eternal happmefs s which puts
them upon earneft fecking the kingdom of' God and his
righteoulnefs, and convinces them of the dreadfulnefs
of fin ; I {ay, the {pirit that operates after {fuch a mnan-
ner, muft needs be the Spirit of God, :

It is not to be fuppofed that Satan would go about to
convince men of fin, and awaken the confcuen[&é”’ It
- can no way ferve his end, to make the candle of the
Lord fhine the brighter, .:md to open the mouth of that
Vlcegerent of ' God in thefoul.” Would the devil, when
he is about to eftablifh men 1n fin, awaken thc con-
fcience to.fee the dreadfulnefs of 1t, maIl.e. them exceeds
ingly {enfible of their mifery by reafon of their paft fins,
and their great, neced of deliverance from the gullt of
them and more careful, inquifitive, and watchful, to
dlfcern what is {inful, and to avoid future fins; and {o
" more afraid’ of the- devﬂ’s temptations, and careful to
guard agmnﬂ: them P “What do thofe men do with their
reafon; who fuppole-that the {pirit that opcrates thus,
is the {pirit of the devil?

g1. Poﬂ“bly{omc may fay, that thc devil may awa-
ken men’s conf{ciences to‘deceive them, and make them
think they are'of God, ‘while they are indeed in the gall
of bitternefls: - But to this it"may be replied, that the

man that has anawakened confcience is the leaft. likely
Lo to
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to be deceived of any man in the woild: it 1s the
drowfy, infeniible, {tupid confcience, j.hat is moft caﬁly
biindéd., The more fenfible confcience is in a difealed
foul, the lefs eafily 1s it quleted without a 1ea1 healmﬂ'
T he more fenfible confcience is made of the dreadful-
nefs of fin, and of the sreatnefs of man’s own gullt the
Ie{s ikely 153 he to reft in his own nghteoufnefs, .or fo be
pacified with fhadows. A man thathas been thoroughly
terrified with a fenfe of his danger and mifery, is not
cafily flattered and made to believe himfelf {afe, without
cocd grounds.

To awaken confcience, and convince of the ev:l of
fin, cannot then tend to eciftablifh fin, but certmnly

ends to make way for in and Satan’s bemg call out.
Therefore this is a good argument that the fplrat ;that
operates thus, cannot be the {pirit of the dewvil; if
Chrift knew how to argue, who told the PhaI'lI:ECS, 1t‘hat:
fuppofed the {pirit he wrought by, was the ipirat of the
dcvﬂ ¢¢ that Satan would not caﬂ: out'Satan,” Md;f.'t-
xii. 25, 26, -

And therefore, 1f we fee perfons made (enfible. of the
dreadful nature of fin, and of the d1fp1eafu of Gogd
againft it, earneitly concerned for their et.ern,al {alvas
tmn, {c nﬁble of their need of God’s help, and engagqgl
to feck it in the ufe of the means that God has ‘ap-
pmntggl we may certainly conclude this is from !t,lg:\e
bpir:t of God; whatever effefts this concern has .on
their bodies; though it caufes them to STy out ;:;lo,ud,,or
to {hrle]x, or to faint, or though it throws thqm into
convulfions, or whatew.r other- way the blood’ @m‘:l
ipirits. are mov“d

The influence of the Spirit of God is yet ,I,norxe a.burg-
dantly manifeft, if perfons have their heia.rt§1d1rawn Off
from the world, and weaned f'rom the objefls .of their
’worldly ludts, and taken off fmm lwcrldlylgm[qllts by
tne {enfe they have of the exccllelp\cy .of t,:i}win.r-‘ Lhiﬂgﬁ,
and the affeftion they ‘have to';ithole fpiritual DIy
ments of another. world ,that Axe 71:3;l:qmm,ft:c:l. in 1Lh.e
gofpel,
- 32. 11I. That Spirit which operates in fuoh a man-
‘ner, as to .¢ caufe in men 2.greater yegard Lo the Holy
.bcnptums, ,and cﬁabh@es them more;in Lhmr,trl,u}:c snd
divinity,” is certainly the Splnt of Glud Lhis 11111{3

v b R s

the Apoﬂ;le gives -us in the. 6th verle. ,“We are ,O,:f

(.:0
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God: he that knoweth (God heareth us: hé that 1s not
ot Geod, hedreth not us: hereby know we the fpirit of
truth, and the Ipirit of error.” ¢ We are of God
that 1s, ¢ We the Apolftles, are {ent forth of God, and
appointed of him, to teach the world, and io deliver
that doflrine, thofe inflruftions that are to be their
rule ; therefore he that knoweth God, heareth us, &c.””
The Apoftle’s argument equally reaches all that, in the
fame fenfe, ¢ are of God;” that is, all thofe whom
God appointéd to delivéer to his Church its rule of faith
and pra¢ticé; all the Propheis and Apoliiles, whofe
doftrine God has made the foundation on which he
has built his Church. The devil never would go about
to beget in perfons a regard to that divine Word,
which God hath given to be the great and fltanding
rule for the direétion of his Church in all ages.” A
Ipirit of delufion will not inclinc perfons to {cek di-
rcétion at the mouih of God. ¢ To the law and to the
teltiniony,?” is never the cry of thofe evil fpirits that
¢ have no light in them.” It is God’s own direétion
to difcover their delufions, Ifa. viii. 19, 20, ¢ And
when they fhall {ay unto you, Seck unto them that
have familiar {pirits :=~To the law, and to the teiti-
mony ; if they [peak not according to this word, it is
becaufe therc is no light in them,”” 'The devil does not
fay the {ame as Abrakam did, ¢.They have Mofes and
the Prophets, let them hear them :’> Nor the {ume that
the voice from heaven did concerning Chrift, ¢¢ Hear
fyc him.”” Would the fpirit of error, in order to de-
ceive men, beget in them an high opinion of the infal-
lible rule, and incline them to think much of it, and
be very converfant with it? Would the Prince of
darknefs, in order to promote his kingdom of darknefs,
lead men to the fun? The devil has everfhewn a mor-
tal hatred towards that holy book, the Bible: he has
done all that has been in his power to extinguifh that
light, and to draw men off from it: he ‘knows that it
is that light by which his kingdom of darknefs 15 to be
overthrown., He has had for many ages cxperience of
its power to defeat his,purpoles, and baffle his defigns::
‘It is his conftant plague : It is the main weapon which
Michael ules in his war with him: It is the {fword of
the {pirit that- pierces him, and conquers him: It i1s
‘that great, and fore and {trong {fword, with which God
punahecs
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milenl

punifhes Leviathan, that crooked ferpent. It is that
jharp {word that we rcad of, Rev. xix, 15, ¢ that pro-
cecds out of the mouth of him that {at on the horie,”?
with which he {mites his enemies. Every text is a dart
to torment the old ferpent: he has felt the {tinging
fmart thoufands of times; aud confequently 1s enraged
againft the Bible, and hates every word in 1t: and
therefore we may be fure that he never will go about
to raife perfons eftcem of it, or affetion to it. And
accordingly we fee it to be common . in enthufiafts, to
depreciate this written rule, and {et up fome other rule
above 1t.

33. IV, Another rule to judge of {pirits may be
drawn from thofe oppofite compellations given to the
two oppofite {pirits, in the laft words of the 6th ver{e,
s¢ The {pirit of truth, and the {pifit of error,” Thefe
words exhibit the two oppofite charafters of the Spirit
of God, and other {pirits. And thercfore, i1f we fee
that a {pirit operates as a {pirit of truth, leading per-
fons to truth, convincing them of thofe things that are
truc, we may {afely determine it to be a right and true
fpirit. As for inftance, if we obferve that the {pirit
which is at work, makes men more fenfible than they
ufcd to be, that there1s a God, and that he is a great
God, and a juft Ged; and makes them more to realize
1t, that they muft die, that life is {hort, and veryun-
certain ; that there 1s another world ; that they have
immortal fouls, and that they muft give account of
themicives to God ; if it convinces them that they are
excceding {inful by nature and praétice; and that they
arc helplefs in themfelves; and confirms them in other
things that are agreeable to found doétrine : the fpirit
that works thus, operates as a Spirit of Truth : He re-
prefents things as they arc indeed: He brings men to
the Light; and we may conclude, that it is not the
{pirit of darkneis that doth thus difcover and manifeft
the Truth.

34- V. If the {pirit that is at work among a people
operates as a {pirit of love to God and man, it is a fure
ign that it 1s the Spirit of God. 'This fign the Apoftle
infi{ts upon from the 6th verfe to the end of the chap-
ter ¢ ¢¢ Beloved, let us love onec another; for love:'is of
‘God, and every one that loveth is born of God, and
knoweth God: ke that loveth not, knoweth not God,

‘ * ' .for -
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for God is love, &c.”” Here it is cvident, that the
Apoftle is ftill comparing thofe two forts of perlons
that arc influenced by the oppofite kinds of {pirits; and
mentions Jove as a mark by which we may know who
has the true {pirit : But this is e{pecially evident by the
12th and 13th verfcs, ¢ If we love one another, God
dwelleth in us, and his love is perfefted in us : Hereby
know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, becauie
he hath given us of his {pirit,”’ In thefc verfes Love is
ipoken of as if it were that whercin the very nature of
the holy Spirit confifted ; or, asif divine Love dwell-
ing in us, and the {pirit of God dwelling in us, were
the {ame thing; as it is alfo in the two laft verfesof the
foregoing chapter, and in the 16th verfe of this. There-
forc this laft mark he feems to fpeak of as the moft emiw
nent; and fo infifts much more largely upon 1t than
unon all the reft ; and fpeaks exprelsly of both love to
od and men 3 of love to men, in the 7th, 11th, and
12th verfes; and of love to God, in the 17th, 18:h and
19th verfes; and of both together, in the two lalt
verfes; and of love to men, as arifing from love te
God, 1 thefe two laft verles.
Therefore, when the {pirit that 1s at work amongl{t a
eople, works in them a delightful fenfe of the excel-
lency of Jefus Chrift; reprcfenting him as the chief
among ten thouland, altogether lovely, and makes him
precious to the foul 5 winning aund drawing the heart
with the wonderful, free love of God in giving his only
begotten Son to die for us, and the wondecrful dying
love of Chrift to us, who had no love to him, but were
his enemies, as ver. g, 10. ¢ In this wasmanifelted the
love of God towards us, becaufc that God {ent his only
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through
him. Herein islove; not that we loved God, but that
he loved us, and fent his Son to be the propitiation for
our fins.”” And ver. 16: ¢ And we have known, and
believed the love that God hath to us.”” And ver. 1g,
¢“ \We love him, becaule he firft loved us:””> When the
ipirit excites to love on thele motives, and makes the
foul to long atier God and Chrift, and to Iive fo as to
plealec and honour thém; and alfo quells contentions
among men, and gives a {pirit of peace.and good-will,
excites to aéks of outward kindnefs, and carncft defires

of the falvation of other fouls; and caufes a delight in
C thole
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tholc that appear as the children of God, and followers
of Chrift: When a {pirit operatcs after this manner,
there 1s the highefll evidence of a true and divine Ipirit,

35. Indced there is a counterfeit of love, that often
appcars amongft thofe that are led by a {pirit of delu-
fion. But {uflicient 1s faid in this pailage of truly
chriftian love, to diftinguifh 1t from all {uch countera
fcits. It is love that arifes from an apprehenfion of the
wonderful riches of God’s love to us, through Chriit
Jelus; attended with a {enfe of our own unworthinef{s,
and a renunciation of all our own excellency and
righteouinefs. Sce ver. g, 10, 11, and 19. The {ureft
charater of true divine love, is, that it 1s an humble
love, 1 Cor. x111. 4. ¢ Charity vaunteth not itfelt; 1s
not pufled up.” When thercfore we {ece love in per-
fons, attended with a {enfe of their own littlenefs,
wvilenels, weaknefs, and utter infufficiency ; and io
with {clf-renunciation, and poverty of {pirit, therc arc
the manifelt tokens of the Spirit of God : He that thus
dwells in love, dwells in God, and God in him,

Love and humility are two things the moit contrary
to the I{pirit of the devil, of any thing in the world;
for the character of that evil {pirit, above all things,
confiits 1 pride and malice. .

36. Thus I have {poken particularly to the {everal
marks the Apofile gives of a work of the true {pirit.
There are {eme of thefc things the devil would not do
if he could : Thus, he would not awaken the con-
icience, and make men {enfible of their miferable {tate
by nature, by reafon of fin, and of their great need of
a Saviour. And he would not confirm men in a belief
that Jelus 1sthie Son of God, and the Saviour of {in-
ners, or raife their value and efteem of him.: He would .
not beget in men’s minds an opinion of the neceflity,
ufcfulnefs, and truth of the holy {criptures, or incline
them to hearken to them, or make much ufe of them .
nor would he go about to thew men the truth, in things
that concern their {ouls; to undeceive them, and lead
them out of darknefs into light, and give them a view
of things as they are indeed. And there are other
things that the devil neither can nor will do: He will
not give men a {pirit of divine love or chriftian humi.
lity 3 nor ¢ould he 1if he would: Thele things are as
contrary as pofiible to his nature, And therefore,,h when

thcre
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there 1s an extraordinary influence on the minds of a
people,.if thefe things are found in it, we arc {afe in
cdetermining that 1t 1s the work of God, whatever other
circumfitances it may be attended with,whatever inftru-
ments are employed, whatever methods are taken to
promote it 3 whatever means a fovercign God, whoie
judgments are a great decp, makes ufe of to carry it on
and whatever motions there may be of the anumal {pi-
rits, or whatever effelts may be wrought on men’s bo-
dies, Thele marks, that the Apollle has given, are
fuflicient to {tand alone, and {upport themlieclves; and
whetever they are, they plainly fhew the finger of God,
and are fuficient to outweigh a thoufand fuch objec-
tions, as many make from oddities, irregularitics, and
errors in conduét, and the delufions and {candals of
fome {eeming bcelicvers.

37. But here fome may objeft what the Apolftle fays,
in the 2 Cor. x1. 13, 14. ¢ Such arc falfe apoftles, dc-
ceiwtful workers, transforming themlelves into the apol-
tles of Chrift; and no marvel, for Satan himf{elf is tranf-
formed into an angel of light.”’

To which 1 anfwer, that this can be no objettion
againft the {fufliciency of thefe marks to diftinguifh the
truc {pirit from the falfe {pirit, in thofe falfe apoliles
and falle prophets the Apoftle fpeaks of, in whom the
devil was transformed into an angel of light; becaufe
it is principally with a view to them that the Apoftle
gives thele marks: asappears by the words of the text,
¢¢ Believe not every fpirit, but try the {pirits, whether
they are of God.”” And this 1s the reafon he gives,
¢¢ Becaufe many falfe prophets are gone out into the
world :”’-—%¢ There are many gone out into the world
- 6¢ that are the minifters of the devil,. that transform
¢¢ themielves into the prophets of God, in whom the
¢¢ {pirit of the devil 1s transformed into an angel of
¢¢ light ; therefore try the {pirits by thefle rules that I
¢ fhall give you, that you may be able to diftinguifh
¢¢ the true {pirit from the falfe {pirit, underfuch acrafty
¢ difguife.”” Thofe falfe prophets St. %ohn {peaks of,
are doubtlefs the fame {ort of men with thofce falfe apol.
tles, and deceitful workers, that St. Paul {peaks of, in
whom ¢ the devil was transformed into an angel of
light ;> And therefore we may be {fure that thefe marks
the Apoltle gives, are efpecially adapted to diitinguifh

C 2 between
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between the true {pirit, and the devil transformed into
an angel of light, becaufe they are given for that end,
‘That is the Apoitle’s declared purpofe, to give marks
by which the true {pirit may be diftinguifhed from that
fort of counterfeits.

g8. Having thus done what I at firft propofed, in
conlidering what are the certain, diftinguifhing marks,
by which we may {afely proceed in judging of any
work that falls under our obflervation, svhetherit be the
work of the Spinit of God or no, I now proceed to the
application,

I. From what has been {aid, I will venture to draw
this inference, viz. ¢ That that extraordinary influence
¢¢ that has lately appeared on the minds of the people
¢¢ abroad mn this land, cauling in them an uncommon
¢ concern about the things of religion, 1s undoubtedly,
¢ 1n the general, from the {pirit of God.” There are
but two things that need to be known in order to {uch
a work’s being judged of, viz. Falts and Rules. The
Hades of the word of God we have laid before us s and
as Lo Faéts, therc arc but two ways that we can come
at them, fo as to be in a capacity to compare them
with the rules, cither by our own oblervation, or by
information from others that have had opportunity to
obierve, ,

As to this work that has lately been carried on in
the land, thcre are fo many things concerning 1t that
arc notorious, as, unlefs the Apoftle %ohn was out in
his rules, arc {ufhcient to determine it to be in general,
the Work of God., 1t is notorious that the {pirit that
is at work, takes off perfon’s minds from the vanities
of the world, engages them in a deep concern about
eternal happinefs, puts them upon carncitly {eeking
their {alvation, and convinces them of the dreadfulnefs
of fin, and of their own guilty and miferable ftate by
nature. It is notorious that it awakens men’s con-
fciences, and makes them fenfible of the dreadfulnefs
of God’s anger, and caufes in them a great defire and
earneft care and endeavour to obtain his favour. It is
notorious that it puts them upon a more diligent 1m-
provement of the means of grace which God has ap-
pointed. It is alfo notorious, that, in general, it works
in perfons a greater regard to the word of God, and

defire of hearing and reading of it, And it is noto-
riouily

-—
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rioufly manifelt, that the {pirt in general operates as a
fpirit of truth, making perfons morc {enfible of what
is really true, in thofe things that concern their eternal
{alvation : As that they mult dic, and that life 1s very
fhoit and uncertain ; that there is a great and jult God,
whom they .rcaccountable to, and that they {tand 1n
great need of a Saviour, Itis furthermore notorious,
that this {pirit makes perfons more fenfible of the va-
lue of that Jelus that was crucified, and their need of
him ; and that it puts them upon earneftly feeking an.
intere{ft in him, It cannot be but thele things
thould be apparent to people in general through the
land ; for thefe things are not done in a corner. Lhe
work that has been wrought, has not becn confined to
a few towns, in {ome remote parts of the land, but has
bcen carried on in many places, and in thc principal
and moft populous, and public placesin it, And 1t has
now been continucd for a confiderable time; fo that
there has been a great deal of opportunity to oblerve
the manner of the work,

39. And here I would obferve, that the nature and
tendency of a {Ipirit that is at work, may be deter-
mined with much greater certainty, when it is obferved
in a great multitude of people of all forts, and in va<-
rious places, that when it is only feen in a few, in fome-
particular place, that have been much converfant onz
with another. A few particular perfons may agrec to
put a cheat upon others., But when the work is {pread
over great part of a country, in places diftant one from
another, among people of all forts, and all ages, and in
multitudes of perfons. of found mind, good underftand-
ing, and known integrity ; there would be the greatelk
abfurdity in {fuppofling that, by all the obférvation that
can be made, for many months together, by thofe that
are moft intimate with them in thefe affairs, and have
long been acguainted with them, ftill it cannot be de-
termined what kind of influence the operation they are
under, has upon people’s minds ; whether it tends to
awaken their coniciences, or to ftupify them; to in-
cline them more to feek their falvation, or neglelt it 3
whether it confirms them 1in a belief of the {criptures, -
or leads them to Deifm ; and {fo in other things. There
3is probably no particular perfon here prelent, that
thmks himfelf to have a l'ighht to be treated as: one aof
| C3  common
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common {enfe, and wveracity, but what would think
“himfielf abufed, if he fhould declare te others, that ¢ he
¢¢ had altered his mind in thefe and thofe particulars;
¢ he now found himfelf convinced of the truth of this
“¢¢ or that, that formerly he did not believe 3’ if thofe
he made {fuch a profeilion to would not believe him,
though they had long been converfant with him, and
"though he perfifted in this profe{lion for many months
together, and nothing appeared 1n him but what agreed
‘thereto. IBut much more unrcafonable it would be,
“when {uch profeflions are made, not by a particular
pcrion only, but by great numbcers of people, to {up-
pofe that they all agree in profefling what indeed they
do not feel in their {ouls.

40. Thofe in whom have been the uncommon ap-
pearances, whence have arifen the main objettions to
this work, have becen of two {orts; cither thofe that
have bcen in great diftrels. in an apprehenfion of their
{in and mifery ; or thofe that have been overcome with
a fenfe of the greatnels, wonderfulncfs, and excellency
of divine things, Of the multitude of thofe of the
former {ort, that I have had opportunity to oblerve,
there have been very fews; but by all that could be
obferved, their diftrefs has arifen from real proper ¢on-
viftion. And though I do not {uppofe, when fuch
things were oblerved to be common, that perfons have
laid themf{clves under thole violent refiraints, to avoid
putward. manifeftations of their diftrefs, that perhaps
they otherwife would have done ; yet there have becn
very few in whom there has been any appearance of
feigning or affe&ing fuch manifeitations, and very many
for whom it would have been undoubtedly impoffible to
avolid them. Generally thofe that have been in thefe
agonies have appeared to be in the perfeft exercife of
their reafon ; and {fuch of them as were able to {peak,
have been well able to give an account of the circum-
fiances of their minds, and the caufe of their diftrefs, .
in thc time of it, and well able to remember, and givé
an account afterwards. I have known a very few
in{tances of thofe, that in their gicat extremity, have
for a {hort {pace been deprived, in {ome meafure, of
the ufe of reafon; but among the many hundreds, and
it may be thoufands, that have lately been brought to

fuch agonies, I never yet knew one, lallingly dcprivedi
; of
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of their rcafon. In {fome that I have known. melan-
choly as cvidently becen mixt; and when 1t 1s {o, the
difference 1s very apparent ; their diltreffes are ot ano-
ther kind, and operate {quite after another manner.,
It 1s not truth orily that diftrefles them, but many vain
fhadows and notions. Some in their great diftrefs have
not been able to give an account of themfelves, or to
- explain the manncr and caufe of their trouble to others.
But this will not be at all wondered at, by thofe who
have had much to do with {ouls under {piritual difhcul-
ties. Some things that they are fenfible of, are alto-
gether new to them, their ideas and inward {enfations
are ncw, and what they therefore know not how to ac-
commodate language to, or to find words to exprefs,
And fome who at firft {ay, they know not what was the
matter with them, on being particularly examinced, have
been able to reprefent their cafe, though of themfelves
they could not find cxpreffions {o to do.

41. Some f{ay the terrors they think fuch perlons are
in, that have {fuch effefts on their bodies, is only a
fright. DBut certainly there ought to be a diftintion
made, between a very great fear, and extreme diftrefs,
arifing from an apprehcenfion of {ome dreadful truth,
that is a caufe fully proportionable to fuch an effeét,
and a needlefls, caufelels fright; whichis of two kinds;
1. either when perfons arc terrified with that which i1s '
not the truth; (of this I have feen very few inftances,
unlefs in cafe of melancholy;j or 2. when perfons are
under a childifh fright, only from {ome terrible out-
ward appcarance, and a general notion thence arifing,
that there is fomething or other terrible, they know not
what ; without having in their minds the apprehenfion
of any particular terrible truth whatiocever, Ot [uch 2

kind of fright I have {een veéry little appearance, either
among old or young. - ‘
Thole that are in [uch extremity, commonly exprefs
. a great {enfe of their exceeding wickednels, of their
great guilt in the fight of God; and the drecadfulnefls of
the punifhment that fin expofcs to. . Very often they:
have a lively idea of the hofrible pit of eternal mifery ;3
and at the {fame time the wrath of God appears amaz-.
ingly terrible to them: God appearing to them f{o.
much provoked, they are appreheaiive he will not bear

with them any longer; but will now forthwith fend
v | | them
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them down to the dreadful pit they have in view.
Very many, in the mid{t of thcir extremity, have becn
brousht to an extramdinary fenfe of their fully deferv-
ing that wrath and deftruttion, which 1s then before
their cyes; and at the faume time that they feared every
moment it wo.ld be execuled upon them, they have
been greatly convinced it would be altogether juft that
it thould. And very often {ome texts of fcripture, to
that e¢ffc&t, has been {et home upon their ininds, wherc-
by their minds have been calmed, and they have been
brought, as it were, to lie at God’s feet. And after
oreat agonies, a little before light has arifen, they have
Leen compofed and quiet, in a kind of {fubmiflion to a
juft God; but their bodily Itrength much {pent; and
fometimes their lives, toappearance, almoft gone. Then
light has appeared, and a glorious Redcemer, with his
wonderful all-{fuflicient grace, has been reprefented to
them, often, 1n {ome {weet inviiation of fcripture.
Sometimes the light comes 1n {fuddenly, fometimes more
gradually, filling their fouls with love, admiration, jov,
and felf-abafement ; drawing forth their hearts after
the Redecmer, and defires to lie in the duft before
him ; and wiiling that others might bechold and em-
brace him; and longings to live to his glory; but ap-
pearing vile in their own eyes, and having much jea-
loufy over their own hearts. And all the appearances
of a rcal change of heurt have foullowed ; and grace has
atted., from time to time, afrer the fame manner it ufed
to act in thole that were converted formerly; except
that in mapy, light and comfoit have been in a higher
degree. Muny very young children have been thus
wrought upon.- There have been fome inftances very
much like thofe demoniacs, Mark 1. 26, and ix, 26, of
<~wvhom we read. that % when the devil had cried with
a loud voice, and rentthem fore, he came out of them.’”
And probably thole inftances were defigned for a type
of fuch things as thele. Some have {everal turns of
great agonies, before they are delivered; and {ome have
becn in {uch diltrefles, and it has paffed off, and no deli«
verance at all has followed.

42. Some objctt againit it, as great confufion, when.
there 1s a number together, in {fuch circumfiiances; and
fay, ¢ God cannot be the author of it, becaufe he is

¢ the God of order, not of confufion,” But let it be
7 confideredy
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confidered, what is the proper notion of confufion,
but the breaking that order of things, whereby they
are duly dircéted to their cnd, {fo that the order and
the due conneétion of means being broken, they fail of
their end : but conviétion and converfion of finners i1s
the end of religious means.  Not but I think perfons
{hould endecavour to refrain from {uch outward manifef-
tations, 1in the time of the {folemn worfhip. But if God
is plealed to convince the confciencesof perfons, fo that
thcy cannot avoid great outward manifeftations, even to
the interrupting, and breaking off thofe public means
they were attending, 1 do not think this is confufion,
or an unhappy interruption ; any more than if a com-
pany fhould meet in the field to pray for rain, and fhould
be broken off from their exercile by a plentiful fhower,
Would to God that all the public affemblies in the land
were broken off from their public exercifes with {uch ’
confufion as this the next fabbath-day! We need not
be forry for the breaking the order of the means, by
obtaining the end to which that order is diretted: He
that 1s going a journcy to fetch a treafurc, need not be
forry that he is ftopped, by meeting the treafure in the
midft of his journcy. |
Befidesthofethat are overcome with conviétion and dif-
trels, I have{cen many that have hadtheirbodily ftrength
taken away with a fcnfe of the glorious excellency of
the' Redeemer, and the wonders of his dying love; with
a very uncommon {enfe of their own littlenefs, and ex-
ceeding vilenefs attending it, with all expreflions and
appearances of the greateft abafement and abhorrencé
of themfelves : And many have been' even overcome
with pity to the {fouls of others, and longing for their

wu

falvation. ;T .
43. Asto the imprudencesandirregularities that have

been ; it is not at all to be wondecred at, that a refor-
mation, after a long continued, .and almoft univerfal
decadnefs, fhould at firft be attended with {uch things,
When God at firft began his great work for the deli-
verance of his people, after their long continued bon-
dage in Egypt, there were falfe wonders mixed with
true, for a while; which hardened the unbelieving
Egyptians, and made them to doubt of the divinity of the
whole work. When day-light fir{t appears after a night

of darknefs, we'muit expett to have darknefs mixt with
. * light
o)
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light, for a while, and not have perfett day, and the
fun rifen at once. The fruits of the earth are green
before they are ripe, and come to their pmfc&non AT
dually; and {o Chrifl tells us is the kingdom of G@d
Murk 1v. 26, 27, 28, ¢ So is the kingdom of God; as
if a man fhould cait {fced into the ground, and Mhould
fleep, and rife nisht and dav; and the feed fhould
.r.pxmcr and grow up, he knoweth not how: For the
carth bxmcfcth forth {ruit of herfelf; firft the blade;
tiien the eary then the full corn 1n the ear.”

The tmprudences and errors that have attended this
work, arc the lefs to be wondered at, if it be confidered,
that 1t 1s chielly young perfons that have been the fub-
jc&s of it.  And doubtlels it has been one occafion of
much of thc milcenduct there has been, that in many
PidCf‘b pcople who are the {ubjetts of this work ot
God’s fp1r1=., {ec plainly that their minifters bave an ill
opinion of the work ; and therefore, with jult reafon,
dare not appw themlfelves to them as their guides in
this work ; and fo are without guides : And no wonder
that when a pf.oplc are as ﬂlLCp without a thepherd,
they wander out of the way. A people, in {fuch cir-
cumilances efpc.mally, {ftand 1n grcat and continual
necd ef guides, and their guides ftand in continual
need of much more wifdom than they have of their
own. And 1f a pecople have minifters that favour the
work, and rcjoice in it, yet it 1s not to be expetted that
cither pecople or mlmllers {hould know {o well how to
condutt themfelves in fuch an extraordinary {tate of
things, while 1t i1s new, and what they never had any
expecrience of before, as they may, after they have had
experience and time, to {ec the tendency, confequences,
and 1Juc of things.

44. 11, Let us all be hence warned, ¢ By no means
¢¢ to-oppofe, or do any thing, in the lealt to hinder that
¢¢ work that has lately been carried on in the land,”

The example of the Zews in Chrift’s and the Apofiles’
times, is cnough to begetrin thofe that do not acknow-
ledge this woik, a great jealoufy of themlelves, and to
make them exceeding cautious of what they fay or do.
Chrift then was in the world, and the world knew him
not: He came to his own, by profeflion, and his
own received him not, That coming of Chrift had
becn much fpoken of in {cripture, and had been long -

- “ ~expetted ;
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expefled; and yct becaufe Chrift came in a2 man-
ner that they did not expel, they would not own him,
but oppofed him, counted him a madman, and the
{pirit that he wrought by the fpirit of the devil. They
ftood and wondcred at the great things that were done s
but yet they met with fo many ftumbling-blocks, that
they finally would not acknowledge him. And when
the Spirit of God came to be fo wonderfully poured
out in the Apoftles’ days, they looked upon 1t to be
confufion and diftration. They were aftonifhed by
what they {faw and heard, but not convinced. And
cfpccially was the work of God then rejeéted, by thofe
that were moft conceited of their own underitanding
and knowledge, agrecable to Ifaiah xxix. 14. ¢ Therec-
fore behold, I will procccd to do a marvecllous work
amonglt this pcople, even a marvellous work and a
wondecr; for the wifdom of their wifc men {hall perifh,
and the undcritanding of their prudent men fhall be
hid.”” And many of them that had been in reputation
for rcligion and piety, had a great ipitc againit the
work, becaufe they {aw it tended to diminifh their ho-
nour, and to reproach their formality and lukewarm-
nefs. Yea, fome malicioufly and openly oppofled and
reproached the work of the Spirit of God, and called
it the work of the devil,

There is another coming of Chriit, a {piritual coming,
to {et up his kingdom in the world, that 1s as much
ipoken of in {cripture prophecy, as that frit coming
of Chrift was, that has been long ecxpcelted by the
church of God ; and we have reafon to think wijl be,
in many reipeéts, parallel with the other. And cer-
tainly, that low ftate that the vifible Church of God
has lately been funk into, 1s very parallel with the
ftate of the Jewifh Church, when Chrift came; and
therefore no wonder at all, that when Chri{lt comes;
his work fhould appeara firange work to moft. Whkether
the work that is now wrought, be the beginning of that
great coming of Chrift.to{et up his kingdom, that is fo
much [poken of, or no; yet 1t 1s evident from what has
been faid, that it is a work of the {ame [pirit, and of the
{fame nature., And there 1is no reafon to doubt, but that
for perfons to continue long to refufe to acknowledge
Chriit in the work, efpecially thofe that are et to be

teachers in his Church, will-be 1n like manner pro-
voking
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voking to God, as it was in the Fews of old, to rcfule
to acknowledge Chrift; and that, notwithftanding
what they may plcad of the great ftumbling-blocks that
are in the way, and the caufe they have to doubt of the
work, |

45+ Thofe that cannot believe the work to be true,
becaule of the extraordinary degree and manner of 1t,
fhould confider how it was with the unbelieving lord
in Samarie, who {aid, ¢ Behold, if the Lord would
make windows in heaven, might this thing be?’” To
whom Elifha {aid, ¢ Bchold thou fhalt {fec it with thine
eyves, but fhalt not cat thereof.”” Let all to whom this
work is a cloud and darknefs, as the pillar of cloud and
fire was to the Egyptians, take heed that it be not their
deftruétion, as that was theirs, while 1t gave light to
God’s lrael.
~ I would pray thofe that quiet themlielves with that,
that they proceed on a principle of prudcence, and are
wailting to fce what the 1ffue of things will be, and what
fruits men will bring forth in their lives and converfa-
tions, would confider, whether this will juftify a long
refraining from acknowledging Chrift, when he ap-
pears fo 'wonderfully in the land. It 1s probable that
many of thole that are thus waiting, know not what
they are walting for: If they wait to fce a work of
God without difficuliies and ftumbling-blocks, that will
be likc the fool waiting at the river fide to have the
water all run by, A work of God without {tumbling-
blocks 1s never to be expelted ; ¢ It muft needs be that
oflences come.” There never yet was any great ma-
nifeftation that God made of himfelf to the world,
without many difficulties attending 1it, It 1s with the
works of God, as it is with the word of God ; they
are full of thofe things that feem f{trange and incon-
fiftent and diflicult to thc unbelieving hearts of men,
Chrift and his work always was, and always will be a
fione of ftumbling, and rock of offence; a gin and a
fnare tomany. The prophet Hofea, in the laft chapter
of his prophecy, fpeaking of a glorious revival of re-
figion in God’s Church, when God ¢ would be as the
dew unto lirael, and he fhould grow as the lilly, and
cait forth his roois as Lebauon,” concludes all thus,
¢ Whois wife ? and he {hall underftand thefle things ;

prudent ? and he fhall know them. For the ways of
the
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the Lord are right, and the juit fhall walk in them, but
the tran{greffors fhall fall therein.”

It 1s probable that the ftumbling-blocks that now
attend this work, will in {ome refpetts be increafed,
and not diminifhed. Iarticularly, we probably fhall
fee more inftances of apoftacy and grofs iniquity among
profeflors. And if one kind of {tumbling-blocks arc
removed, it is to be expefted that others will come. Itis
with Chrift’s works, as it was with his parables; things
that are difficult to men’s dark minds, are ordered of
purpofe, for the trial of perfons difpofitions and [piri-
tual fenfe. Thofe that are now waiting to fee the iffue
of this work, think they fhall be better able to deter-
mine by and by; but they are probably, many of them
miftaken. The Jews that {faw Chriit’s miracles, warted
to {ee better evidences of his being the Mefliah ; they
wanted a fign from Heaven ; but they waited in vain;
their ftumbling-blocks did not diminifh, but increafe ;
they found no end to them; and {o were more and
more hardened in their unbelief,

46. It is to be wondered at, that thofe who have

doubted of the work that has been attended with {uch

uncommon external appedrances, fhould be eafy i1n their,

doubts, without taking through pains to inform them-

felves, by going where {uch. things have been to be

feen, and narrowly obferving them, and diligently en-
quiring into them ; not contenting themfelves only with
obferving two or-three inftances, nor refting till they
were fully informed ' by their own obfervatipn. I do
not doubt, but that if this courfe had been taken, it
would have convinced all whofe minds are not fhut up
againit conviétion. How greatly have they erred, who
only from the uncertain reports of others, have ven-
tured to {peak f{lightingly of thefe things? That cau-
tion of an unbelieving Jew might teach them more
prudence, Aétsv. g8, gg. ¢ Refrain from thefe men,
and let them alone; for if this counfel, or this work be
of Men, it will come to nought; but if it be of God,
y.e cannot overthrow it: left haply ye be found to fight
againft God,”. | | |

=1 come now in the - R
ih4g. 111; -and laft Place, to apply myfelf to thofe
that'are'the friends of this work, who have been par-.
takers.of it, orare zealous to promote it, Let me gar-,
NetI3 E neﬁ;ly

L -

f
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neflly exhort fuch ¢ to give diligent heed to themf{elves,
¢¢ to avoild all errors and mifconduét, and whatioever
¢¢ may darken and obicure the work, and give occafion
¢¢ to thofe that {tand recady to reproach it.”> The Apolx
tle was careful to cut off occafion from thole that
defired occaflion. The {ame Apoftle exhorts Titus, to
maintain that f{iriét care and watch over himfielf, that
both his preaching and behavidur might be fuch as
s¢ could not be condemned ; that he who was of the
contrary part might be afhamed, having no evil thing
to {ay of them,”” Tit, 11. 7, 8, We had nced to be
¢¢ wilc as ferpents, and harmlefs as doves,”” It is of
no fmall confequence that we fhould behave ourfelves
innocently and prudently. We ‘muft expett that the
great enemy of this work will try his utmoft with us;
and he will efpecially triumph if he ean prevail againft
any of us: He knows it will do more to further his in-
tercft, than if he prevailed again{t an hundred others.
We had necd to watch and pray, for we are but little
children ; this roaring lion 1s too {trong for us, and this.
old ferpent too {ubtle for us.

- Humility, felt-diflidence, and an entire dependance
on our Lord, will be our beft defence. Let us theree
fore maintain the {tri€telt watch againft {piritual pride,
or a being lifted up with extraordinary experiences and
comforts. We had need, after {uch favours, in a {pe-
cial manner to keep a {iri€t and jealous eye upon our
own hearts, left there fhould arife high thoughts of
ourfelves, as being now peculiar favourites of heaven,
When we have great difcoveries of God made to our
fouls, we fhould not fhine bright in our own eyes,
Mofes, when he had been converfing with God in the
mount, tho’ his face thone {o as to dazzle the eyes of
Aaron and the people, yet he did not fhine in his own
eyes 3 he wifl not that his face thone., ILet none think
themf{elves out of danger of this {pirituzl pride. God
faw that the Apofitle- Paul himfelf was not out of dan=
ger of it, no not when he had juft been converfling
with God in the third heaven: See 2 Cor. xii. 7.
Bride s the firfi {in that ever entered into the Univerfe,.
and it lies lowelt of all in the foundation of the whole
building of fin, and is the molit {zcret, deceitful,.and
‘nr:fcarchable in its way of working, of any luft what--
fgever, 1t 15 ready to mix with every thing; andl;lpo-“

thing
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thing 1s fo hateful to God, and contrary to the Spirit
of the Goflpel; and there is no one f{in that does o
much let in the devil into the hearts of men, and ex-
pofe them to his delufions. I have {een it in many in-
{ftances, The devil has come in at this door, prefently
after fome extraordinary commuuion with God, and
has wofully deluded and led them aftray, till God has
mercifully opened their eycs: And they themlielves
have afterwards been {enfible, that it was pride that
betrayed them, |

48. Some of the true friends of the work of God’s
Spirit have erred in giving too much heed to impulfes
and {trong impreflions of their minds. Thefe imprel-
fions, 1f they are truly from the Spirit of God, are of
a quite different nature from the gracious influeaces of
the Spirit of God on the heart, ‘They are of the nature
of the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, which the
Apoltle diltinguifhes from the grace of the Spirit,
1 Cor, xi11, :

But his ordinary gracious influences are by far the
moit excellent and gloridus, as the Apoftle largely
fhews in the firft of Corinthians, beginning with the
gift Verfe of the 12th Chapter, wheie {peaking of the
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, he fays, But covet
earncitly tBe belt gifts; and yet 1 fhew you a more ex-
cellent way, 1. €. a more excellent way of the Inilu-
ence of the Spirit: Aund then he'goes on in the next.
Chapter, to fthew what more excelicnt .way 1s, even
that which is in the grace of the Spirit, which fum=
marily confifts in charity, or divine love. A man may
have thole extraordinary gifts, and yet be abominable
to God, and “go to héell: The {piritual and eternal life
of the foul does not confilt in the extraordinary gifts
of the Spirit: Thuis, and not thofe, is that infldence of
the Spirit of God, which God beftows only on. his dear
children : He has {umetimes thrown out the other.to
dogs.and {wine, as he did 10 Balaam, Saul, and Fudas.
Many wicked men at the day of judgment will plead,
¢¢ Have we not prophefied in thy name, and in thy
name calt out devils, and in thy name done many
wonderful works.” The greateft privilege of the proe
phets and apoftles, was not their working miracles,
but their ecmincnt holinefs, The grace that was in
their hearts, was a thoufand times more their dignivy

E 2 and
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honour, than their miraculous gifts, To have grace in
the heart 1s an higher privilege than the bleffed virgin
herf{elf had, in having the body of the fecond perion
1n the Trinity conceived in her womb, by the powerof
the higheft overfhadowing her, Luke xi. 27, 28, ¢ And
it came to pals as he fpake thele things, a certain wo-
man of the company lift up her voice, and {aid unto
him ; blefled is the womb that bare thee, and the paps
that thou haft {fucked ; But he {aid, yea, rather blefled

are they that hear the word of God and keep i1t,”’
49. The ordinary fanétifying influences of the Spirit
of God are the end of all extraordinary gifts, as the
Avpoltle {hews, Eph. 1v, 11, 12, 13, They are good
tor nothing, any further than as they aré fubordinate
to this end ; they will be {o far from profiting any with-
out 1t, that they will only aggravate their mifery. This
1s, as the Apofllle obferves, the moil excellent way of
Goed’s communicating his Spirit te his Church; it 1s the
osreatelt glory of the Church in all ages. T'his glory 1s
what makes the {tate of the Church on eaith moflt like
ithe flate of the church i1n heaven, where prophecy
and tongues, and other miraculous gitis ceafe, and are
vantfhed away, and God communicates his Spirit only
in that more excellent way that the Apoftle {peaks of,
viz, Charity, or divine Love, which never faileth, There-
fore the glory of the approaching happy {tute of the
Church does not at all require thele extraordinary gifts,
As that ftate of the church will be the nearcit of any
to its perfeft {tate in heaven,-{o perhaps it will be like
it in this, that all extraordinary gifts fthall have ceafed
and veniined away 3 and all thofe {tars and moon, with
the rclietted light they gave in the night, or a more
dark {ealon, fiall be {fwallowed up in the {un of divine
love. The Apolile {peaks of thofe gifts of infpiration
as childifh things, in comparifon of the influence of
the {pirit in divine love, things given to the church
only to {upport 1t in its minority, till the church
{bould have a complecte {tanding rule eftablifhed, and
all the ordinary means of grace fthould be {ettled; but
as things that fhould ceale, as the church advanced
above i1ts chilaifh ftate, and fhould entirely wvanifh,
when the church fhould come to the {tate of manhood
1 Cor. xi1, 11, ¢ When 1 was a child, I {pake as a
whild, 1 underftood as a child, 1 thought as a child :
_ but
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but when I became a man, I put away childifh things.’®

For my part, I had rather enjoy the {weet influences
of the Spirit, fhewing Chrift’s infinite grace, and dying
love, drawing from the holy cxercifes of faith, and
humble joy in God, onec quarter of an hour, than to
have prophetical vifions and revelations for a whole
year. It appears to me much morc probable that God
thould give fuch revelations "to his faints in the dark
times of popery, than now in the approach of the molt
glorious and perfcét flate of his church on carth. It
does not appear, that there is-any necd of thole ex-
traordinary gifts, to introduce this happy ftate, and {ct
up the kingdom of God through the world; 1 have
feen fo much of the powcr of God in a more excellent
way, as to convince me that God can eafily do it with-
out.

I would therefore intreat the people of God to be
very cautious how they give heed to fuch things. I
have {een them fail in very many inftances; and know
by experience that impreflions becing made with great
power, and prefently after, yea in the midit of {wect
communion with God, and attended with texts of {crip~-
ture {trongly impreffed on the mind, arc no {fure figns
of their being Revelations from heaven: for I have
known fuch impreflions fail, and prove wvain by the
event, 14 {fome initances attended with all thefc circum=
ftances. S

50. Neither let us defpife human learning. They
that' fay human learning is of little or no ufe in the
woirk of the minifiry do not confider what they lay;
if they did, they would not {ay it. By human learn-
ing I mecan, and {uppofe others mecan, the improvement
of the common knowledge which men have, by human
and outward means. And therefore to fay that human
learning is of no ufe, is as much as to {ay that the edu-
cation of a child, or that the common knowledge that a
grown man has, more ‘than a little child, is of no ule;
and {o that a child of four years old, is as fit for a

__teacher in the church of God, with the fame degree of
¢ grace, and capable of doing as inuch to advance the
kingdom of Chrift, by his inftruétion, as any under-
ftanding knowing man of thirty years of age. If adult
. perfons have greater ability and advantage to do [ervice,

becaufe they have more human knowledge than a lhigfiic
' child,
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child, then doubtlels i¥ they have more human knows
ledge flill, with the {fame degree of grace, they would
have {till greater ability and advantage to do fervice,
An increafe of knowledge, without doubt, increales a
man’s advantage either to do good or hurt, according
as he 15 difpofed. It is too manifelt to be denied, that
God made great ufe of human learning in the Apoltle
Paul, as he alfo did in Mofes and Solomon.

And if knowledge, obtained by human means, is not
to be delpifed, then it will follow that the means of
obtamming it are not to be neglelted, viz, Study; and
that this is of great ufc in order to a preparation for a
publick inftruéting others. And tho’ undoubtedly, an
having the heart full of the powerful influences of the
fpirit ot God, may at fome Times cnable perfons to
fpeak profitably, yea very excellently, without ftudy ;
yet this will not warrant us needlefsly to caft ourfelves
down from the pinacle of the temple, depending upon
1t that the angel of the Lord will bear us up, and keep
us from dafhing cur foot againft a ftone, when there 1s
another way to go down, tho’ it be not fo quick., And
I would pray that that method, which tends greatly to
help both the underftanding and memory, may not be
wholly negleéted.

t peg of thoie tnai have a true zeal for promoting
this work of God, that God has begun in the land,
well to confider thefe things. 1 am peifuaded that as
many of them as have much to do with {ouls, if they
do not hearken to me now, yet will be of the {fame:
mind when they have had more experience.

51. One other thing that I would intreat the friends
of this work of God to avoid, is managing the contro-
verly with oppofers with too much hcat, and appeara
ance of an angry zeal ; and particularly infifting very
much on the perfecution of oppelers. 1f their perle-
cution were ten times {o great as it is, methinks it would
not be beft to fay fo much about it. It becomes chrif-
tians to be like lambs, not to be apt to complain and

cry when they are hurt; to be dumb and not open their _

mouth, after the example of our dear Redeemer; and
not to be like {wine, that are apt to {cream aloud when

they are touched. We fhould not be ready prefently

to think and {peak of fire from heaven, when the Sa-

‘maritans oppofe us, and will not reccive us into their
- - villages,

ry
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villages. God’s zealous minifters would do well to
think of the direftion the Apoftle Paul gave to a zea-
lous minifter, 2 Tim. 1i. 25, 26. ¢ The {ervant of
the Lord muft not {irive, but be gentle unto 2ll men,
apt to teach, patient; tn meeknefs inftrutting thofe
that oppofe theml{elves, if God, peradventure, will give
them repentance, to the acknowledging of the truth.
And that they may recover themielves out of the fnare

of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will,”’

"-.q__“-r



