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bout my foul from my childhood ; but had
kA two more remarkable feafons of awakening,
tlefore I mer with that change, by which I was
y brought to thofe new difpofitions, and that new
| fenle of things, that I have {ince bad. The firk
ime was when I was a boy, fome years before I
went to college, at a tune of remarkable awakening.-
Lin my father’s congregation. I was then very much
aftetted for many months, and concerned about
e things of religion, and my foul’s falvation 3 and
was abundant in duties. 1 ufed to pray five times
‘2day In fecret, and to fpend much time in religious -
talk with other boys ; and ufed to meet with them
lo pray together, I experienced I know not what
kind of delight in religion. My mind was much en-
pged in it, and had much felf-righteous pleafure ;
ad 1t was my delight to abound in religious duties.
|, with fome of my fchool-mates joined together,
nd built a booth ina {wamp, in a very fecret and
Rtired place, for a place of prayer. And befides, 3
ﬁhid particular fecret places of my own in the |

HAD a irariety of concerns and exercifes q-
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woods, where I ufed to retire alone ; and ufed to b,
from time to time, much affe€ted. My affc&ions
feemed to be lively and eafily mioved, and I feemeg
to be in my element when engaged in religious
Dities. And I am ready to think, many aie g.
¢eived with fuch affeCtions, and fuch a kind of ¢e.
light as I then had in religion, and miftake it for
grace, i

|
BuT, in procefs: of time, my convitions and!
affe@®ions wore off ; and I entirely loft all thofe af-i
fections and delights, and left oft fecret prayer, at
leaft as to any conftant performance of it ; and re-
turned like a dog to his vomit, and went on in;

ways of {in.

INpEED, I was at fometimes very uneafy, eflpe-;
cially towards the latter part of the time of my be-
ing at college, Till it pleafed (sod, in my laft years
at college, at a time when I was in the midft off
many uneafy thoughts about the ftate of my foul,j
to feize me with a pleurily ; n which he broughtg
me nigh to the grave, and fhook me over the pigs
of hell. :

Bur yet, it was not long after my recovery, be
Hfore 1 fell again into my old ways of fin. But Godg
would not fuffer me to go on with any quietnels &
but I had great and violent inward ftruggles ; tikg
after many conflicts with wicked inclinations, &4
was brought wholly to break off all former wickedd
ways, and all ways of known outward fi1; angs
to apply myfelf to feek my falvition, and practifgy
the duties of religion : but without that kind of afd
feltion and delight, that ] had formerly experiencedgs
My concern now wrought more by inward
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. %,cs and conflicts, and felf-reflections. I made

¥ cking my falvation the main bufinefs of my life,
B 1 felt a {pirit to part with all things in the world,
| foran intereft in Chnft, My concern continued
¥ d prevailed, with many exercifing things and in-
¥ «ard ftruggles 5 but yet it never feemed proper to
E exprefs the coneern [ had by the name of terror,

¥ Tue firft conviction that I remember in which I 1
§ found any thung of that fort of inward, {fweet delight }
} in God and divine things, that I have lived much in |
| fince, was on reading thefe words, 3. Tim, i, 17. '
i Now unto the king erernal, immortal, invifible,
the only wife God, be honor dnd glory, for ever
i:nd ever, Amen.” As 1 read the words, there
biame into my foul, and was, as it were, diffufed
Hthro’ it, a fenfe of the glory of the divine being ;
2 new fenfe, quite different from any thing I ever
mperienced before. Never any words of {cripture
:emed to me as thefle words did. 1 thought with
nylelf, how excellent a being that was ; and how
appy I fhould be, if I might enjoy that God, and
b2 wrapt up to God in heaven, and be, as it were,
wallowed up in him. I kept {aying, and as it were
iging over thefe words of {cripture to mylelt ; and
et to prayer, to pray to God that I might enjoy y
bm ; and prayed in a manner quite different from
fat { ufed to do ; with a new fort of affection,

| From about that time, I began to haye a new
nd of apprehenfions and ideas of Chrift, and the
rk of redemption, and the glorious way of falva-
n by him, I had an inward, [weet fenfe of thefe
ngs that at times came into my heart ; and my
I was Jead awayv in pleafant views and contem- ¥

dions of them, And my mind was greatly en- :
gaged .
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gaged to fpend my time in reading and meditating
on Chrift, and the beauty and excellency of |
perfon, and the lovely way of falvation, by fiee
grace in him, I found no books fo delighttul 1o
e, as thofe that treated of thefe fubjelts. Thop
words. Cant, 1i. 1. ufed to be abundantly with me .
T am the rofe of Sharan, the lilly of the walleys. The
words fcemed to me {weetly to reprefent the love-
linefs and beauty of Jesus CHRIsT. And the
whole book of Canticles ufed to be pleafant tome,
and I ufed to b'eff much in reading it «about that
time ; and found, from time to time, an inward
fweetncfs, that uféd, as it were, to carry me away
in my contemplations ; in what I know not how
to exprefs otherwife, than by a calm, fweet abftrac-
tion of foul from all the concerns of this world;
and a kind of vifion, or fixed ideas and imaginati-
ons, of being alone in the mountains, or fome fo- |
litary wildernefs, far from all mankind, fweetly con-
verfing’ with. Chrift, and wrapt and f{wallowed up
in Gaod,_ The fenfe I had of divine things, would }§
often. of a fudden, as it were, kindle up a fweet §
burning in my heart; an ardor of foul, that [ §
kriow not how to exprefs. "‘

Nor long after I firft began to expericnce thels §
things, I gave an account to my father of what had §
paffed in my mind. I was pretty much aifected by §
thié difcourfe we had together., And when the con- §
.verfation was ended, I walked abroad alone, maga
iolitary place 1n my father’s pafture, for contem-
plation, And as 1 was walking there, and Jooking i
up on the fky and clouds, there came into my mind S
fuch a fweet fenfe of the glorigus majefty and graccg
of God, as“I know not how to exprefs, |
te fec them both in g fweet conjunétion : mnjﬁﬁg
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® :nd meekne(s joined together : it was a {weet, and
| .;fﬁ;:j_ crent]e, and holy maJe&y . and alfo 3 majeftic meek-
nefs, an awful {weetnefs ; a high, and great, and
ho y gentlenels.

-'.r
cud
¥

g

. ArTER this my feénfe of divine things gradually
¥ encrea’ed, and became moré¢and more lively, and
B had more of that inward fweetnefs. The appear-
B ance of every thing was altered : there feemed to
E: be, as it were, a calm, {weet caft, or appearance of
& divine glory in almoft every thmg God’s excel-
| Jency, his wifdom, his purity, and love, {eemed to
'::;:;:4: in every thmb ; in the fun, moon, and ftars ;
g in the clouds and blue 1ky ; in the gtafs flowers,
 trees ; in the water, and all nature; which ufed
greatly to fix my m: ind. I often ufed to fit and view
§ the moon, for a long time ; and fo in the day time,
§lpent much time in vlewmﬂ‘ the clouds and fky, to
Bichold the fweet glory of God in thefe things ; ir
§ihe mean time finging forth, with a low voice, my
§contemplations of the creator and redecemer. And
gicarcely any thing, among ail the works of nature,
bwas fo (weet to me as thuader and lightning, For-
imerly nothing had been o terrible to me. I ufed
o be 2 perfon uncommonly terrified with thunder :
ind it ufed to firike me with terror when I faw a
tiunder-florm rifing.  But now, on the contrary,
itrejoiced me. I felt God at thc firft appearance
i 2 thunder ftormy ; and ufed to take the opportu-
iy, at fuch times, to fix myfelf to view the clouds, t
ind fee the Ilghtnmgs play, and hear the mrggﬂac ;
nd awful voice of God’s thunder ; which often- i
*mes was excccd]nﬂ']y cntertalmng, l{‘: dmcr vﬁe 10 i I
net contemplations of my great and glorious N
d: and while I viewed, I ufed to {pend my time,
ﬁlt al ways feemed qatmal to e, in finging or
" chauntine
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chaunting forth my meditations ; in fpeakieg my
thoughts in {oliloguies, with a finging voice,

I felt a great fatisfaction as to my good eftate,
But that did not comtent me. I had vehement
Longings of foul after God and Chrift, and atter
more HOLINESS ; wherewith my heart {eemd o
be Full, and ready to break : which often breunhy
to my mind the words of the pfalmift, Py «xix,
28. My foul breaketh for the longing it hath - Liten
felt a mourning and lamenting in my hears, ha [
had not turned to God fooner, rthat I m.ant bave
had more time to grow in grace. My mind was
greatly fixed on diving things ; 1 was 2lmofl per-
petually in the contemplation of thum, and the
moft of my time was fpent in thinking of them,
year after year. And I ufed to fpoend abundance of
my time in walking alone in the woods and {oli-
tary places, for meditation, foliloquy and prayer,
and converfe with God. And it was always my
manner, at fuc. times, to fing forth my contem-
plations. 1 was 'moft conftantly in ejaculatory
prayer, wherever 1 was. Prayer fcemed to be na-
tural to me, by which the inward burnings of my

heart had vent.

THuE delights which T now felt in things of re-
ligion, were ofa very different kind, from thofe be-
fore mentioned, which 1 had when 1 was a boy.
‘They were totaliy of another kind ; and what ] theyy
had no more notion or idea of, than one born blind;
has of pleafant and beautiful colors., T hey were 0
a more inward, pure, foul-animating, and refrefb
ing nature. Thofe former delights never reache
the heart, and did not arife from any fight of th
digine excellency of the things of God, or any taft
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B of the foul-fatisfying and life-giving geod there i ii
# n them, | ”

l.
E My fenfe of divine things feemed gradually to '
t encreafe, ti)l 1 went to preach at New-York, W hile
b [ was there, my longings after God and holinefs :
¥ were much encreafed. Pure and humble, holy and -
§ heavenly chriftianity appeared exceedingly amiable 7'
E o me. I feltin me a burning defire to be in every
} thing a complete chriftian, and conformed to the !
# plefled image of Chrift ; and that I might live in

[ all things according to the pure, {fweet, and blefled
 rules of the gofpel. I had an eager thirfting after

t progrels in thefe things. My longings alter it, put

f me upon purfuing and prefling after them. It was

§ my continual firife day and night, and conftant en-
kquiry, how 1 fhould be more holy, and live more
jholily, and more becoming a child of God, and a
bdifciple of Chrift,—1 NOW SOUGHT AN ENCREASE

{0F GRACE AND HOLINESS, AND THAT | MIGHT

fLIVE AN HOLY LIFE, WITH VASTLY MORE EAR-
INESTNESS, THAN EVER | SOUGHT GRACE BE- |
roRE I HAD 1T, 1 ufed to be continually ex-
imining myfelf, and ftudying and contriving for |
lkely ways and wmeans, how [ {hould live holily, !

lever purfued any thing 1n my life.

0 be with God, and to fpend my eternity in divine

s very much taken up with coatemplations on
aven, and the enjoyments of thofe there; and
ing there in perfect holinefs, humility, and love.
nd it ufed at that time to appear a great part of

thappinefs of heaven, that there the faints could
exprefs

with far greater diligence and earneitnels than ever

THE heaven I defired was a heaven of holinefs 3 ;f

we, and holy communion with Chrift. My mind i

Il
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exprefs their love to Chrift, It appeared to me 3
great clog and hindrance and burden to me, thyt
what I felt within, I could not exprefs to God, and |
give vent to, as I defired, The inward ardor of
my foul, feemed to be hindered and pent up, and |
could not freely flame out as it would. I ufed often |
to think, how, in heaven, this {weet principle .
fhould freely and fully vent and expref(s itfelf, He..
ven appeared to me exceedingly delightiul usa
world of love. It appeared to me, that all happi.
nefs confifted in Living in pure, humble, heavenly,
divine love.

I remember the thoughts I ufed then to have of
hohinefs. I remember 1 then faid fometimes to my-
felf, I do certainly know that I love holinefs, fuch
as the.gofpel preferibes. It appeared to me, there
was nothing in i1t but what was ravithingly lovely,
It appeared to me, to be the higheft beauty and a-
miablenels, above all other beauties : that it wasa
diving beauty ; far purer than any thing here upon
earth ; and that every thing elfe was like mire,
filth and defilement, in eomparifon of it.

Hovriness, as I then wrote down fome of my
contemplations on it, appeared to me to be of a
fweet, pleafant, charming, ferene, calm nature. It
feemed to me, it brought an inexpreflible purity,
brightnefs, peacefulnefs, and ravifhment to the
foul : and that i1t made the foul like a field or gar-
den of God, with all manner of pleafant flowers;
that is all pleafant, delightful, and undifturbed;
enjoying a {weet calm, and the gentle vivitying
beams of the fun. The foul of a true chriftian, 2§
I then wrote my meditations, appeared like fuch

little white flower, as we fee in the fpring of th
' }'fﬂl‘
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yesr ; Jlow and humble on the ground; opening its,
| holom, to receive the plealant beams of the fun’s
olory ; rejoicing, as 1t were, in a calm I:ap;ure.;-dif.
fufing around a fweet fragrancy ; ftanding peaceful-
Jy and lovingly, in the midft of other flowers round

about; all in like manner opening their bofoms,,
to drink in the light of the {un, -

THERE was no part of creature-holinefs, that I
then, and at other timcs, had fo greata fenfe of the
lovelinefs of, as humilitv, brokennefs of heart, and.
poverty of fpirit : and therc was nothing that I had
fuch a fpirit to long for. My heart, as it were,
nanted after this, to lie low before God, and in the
duft ; that I might be nothing, and that God might
be All 3 that I might become as a little child.

WuiLe I was there at New-York, I fometimes
was much affelted with reflections on my paft life,
confidering how late 1t was before I_ began to be
truly religious, and how wickedly 1 had lived till
‘then ; and once fo as to weep abundantly, and for
aconfiderable time together.,

1 On 7(?72' 12, 1‘722, I made a {olemn dedication

of myfelf to GGod, and wrote it down; giving up
P

smylelf, and all that I had, to God ; to be, for the
tuture, in no refpeét my own; to aé&t as one that
ad no right to himfelf in any refpeét. And folemn-
lyvowed to take God for my whole portion and
klicity ; looking on nothing elfe as any part of my
hepninefs, nor acting as if it were ; and His law for
the conftant vule of my obeldience: engaging to
bty with all my might, againft the world,. the
fh, and the devil, to the end of my life. But have
Wlon to be infinitely humbled, when I confider

famovxr
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how miuch 1 have failed of anfwetibg my obligation,

I bad then abundance of {fweet relizgious conver.
fation, in the Family where I lived. My heart was
knit in affc&ion to thofe, in whom were appeararces
of true piery ; and L could bear the thoughts of no
other companions, but {fuch as were holy, and the
difciples of the blefled Jefus.

I had great longings for the advancement of
Chrift’s kingdom in the world, My fecret prayer
ufed to be in great part taken up o praying for it,
If T heard the leaft hint of any thing that appeared
to me, in fome refpeét or other, to have a tavour-
able afpect on the intereft of Chrift’s kingdom, my
foul eagerly catchied at it ; and 1t would much ani-
mats and refrefh me. [ uled to be earneft to read
public news-letters, principally for that end; to
fee if I could not find fome news favourable to the
intereft of religion in the world,

1 very frequently ufed to retire into a folitary
place, on the banks of Hudfon’s river, at fome dil-
tance from the city, for contemplation on divine
thinas, and fecret converfe with God; and had
many {weet hours there, - Sometimes Mr, §—
and 1 walked together, to converfe of the things of
God ; and our converfation ufed much to turp on
the advancement of Chrift's kingdom in the world,
and the glorious things that God would accon-
plith for his church in the latter days.

I had then, and at other times, the greateft de-
Jightin the holy Scriptures, of any book whatloever
Oftentimes in reading 1t, every word feemed t¢

touch my hieart, I felt-an barmony between foln_w-
thing
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thing in my beart and thofe fweet and pewerful
words. I feemed often to fee much light, exhibit-
ed in every fentence, and fuch refrefhing ravithing
 food communicated, that I could not get along in
reading. I uled oftentimes to dwell lone on one
fentence, to fee the wonders contained jn i ; and
“vet almoft every fentence feemed to be fnll of
wonders.

I came away from™ Netw-Yor£ in the month of
Arily 1723, and had a moft bitter parting with
Mis. §— and her fon. My heart feemed to fink
within me, at leaving the family and city, where I
had enjoyed fo many fweet and pleafant days. 1
went from New-York to Icathersfield by Water,
As | falled away, I kept fight of the city as long ag
1 could ; and when I was out of fight of it, it would
affeCt me much to look that way, with a kind of
melancholy mixed with fweetnefs. However, that
night after this forrowful parting, 1 was greatly
comforted in God at 27ef- Chefler, where we weng
afhore to lodge : and I had a pleafant fime of it all
?;Lhe vayage to Saydrook. It was fweet to me to think,
of meeting dear chriftians in heaven, where we
{hould never part more. At Savbrook we went a-
hore to lodge on daturday, ‘and therc kept Sab,
path ;. where [ had a fweet and refrefhing feafon.

AFTER [ cimec homé to W’?ﬁﬂfjﬁi'g 1 remarned
fuch in a like frame of mind, as I had been in at
$:0-York « but only fometimes felt my heart ready
o fnk, with the thoughts of my friends at New.-
gk, And my refugé and fuppert was in conteni-
fiations ont the heavenly ftate; as I find in my
gary of May 1, 1723. It was my comfort to think
that ftate, where there 1s fulnefs ijoy' . where

FeIE
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reigns heavenly, fweet, calm, and delightful love,
without alloy; wheére there are continually the
deareft expreflions of this love ; where is the enjoy-
ment of the perfons ioved, without ever parting .
where thefe perions, that achar {fo lovely in this
world, will really be inexpreflibly more lovely, and
full of love to us. And how fweetly will the mu-
tual lovers join together to fing the praifes of God
and.the Lamb ! How full will it fill us with joy,
to think, that this enjoyment, thefe fweet cxercifes
wiil never ceale or come to an end ; but will it
to all eternity !

IN September x725, 1 was taken ill at Now.
Haven y and endeavouring to go heme to #indjr,
was fo ill at the North village, that I could go no
farther : where 1 lay fick for about a quarter ofa
year, And in this ficknefs, God was pleafed to
vifit me again with the fweet influences of His
Spirit. My mind was greatly engaged there in di-
vire, pleafant contemplations, and longings of fou!.
1 obferved, that thofe who watched with me, woul
often be looking out for the morning, and fecmed
to wifh for it : .which brought to my mind thoic
words of the plalmmft, which my foul, with fweer-
nefs, made its own language : My foul waitcth for
2he Lord, more than they that watch for the morniig;
£ Jay morve than they that watch for the moriig.
And when the light of the morning, and the beans
of the {fun came n at the windows, it refrefhed m
foul from one morning to another, It feemed!

me to be fome image of the fweet light of God
glory., | ‘

I remember, about that time, 1 ufed greatly?

10ng' for the converfion of fome that I was con
- | cerile
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cerned with, -~ It feemed to me, I could gladly ho-
aour them, and with delight be a fervant to them,

Cand lie at their feet, if they were but truly holy!

. Bur fome time after this, I was greatly diverted
.in my mind, with fome temporal concerns, that
. excecdingly took up my thoughts, greatly to the
. wounding of my foul : and went on through vari-
© ous exercifes, that 1t would be tedious to relate,

that gave much more experience of my own heart,
- than ever I had before.

~ Since I came to live at Northampion, 1 have of-
- ten had complacency in God, in views of His glo-
. rious perfeftions, and the excellency of Jefus
Clrift.  God has appeared to me, a glorious and
lovely being, chiefly on account of His holinefs.
E}-The holinefs of God has always appeared to me

. the moft lovely of all His attributes.
;

. T have loved the doltrines of the gofpel : they
‘have been to my foul like green paftures. The
 eofpel has feemed to me to be the richeft treafure
;the treafure that I have moft defired, and longed
£that 1t might dwell richly in me, The way of fal-
fvation by Chrift, has appeared in a general way,
B olorious and excellent, and motit pleafantand beau-
jutul, [t has often feemed to me, that it would in
§ 2 great meafure /poi/ heaven, to receive it in any o-

d ler way,  Thart text has often been affeCting and

g delichtiul to me, Jjazi. xxxii. 2. A man fball be axn

§0iding place from the wind, and a covert from the

'j_ Imp:ﬁ, ts¢. .

¥ It has often appeared fweet to me, to be united
§10 Chrift ; to have Him for my head, and to be a
| | member
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member of His body : and allo to -have Chrift for
my teacher and prophet. I very often tnink, with
fweetnefs, and longings, and pantings of foul, of
being a little child, taking hold of Chnift, to be led
by Him through the wildcrnets of this world, That
text in Jdart. xvil, has often been fweet to me:
Except ye be converted, and become as little children,
e, Ilove tp think of coming to Chrift, and tu re-
ceive falvation of Him, pesr in fpirit, and quite
eppdy of felf 3 humbly exalting Him alone; cut
entively off from my own root, and to grow iuts,
and ot of Chrift : to have God in Chrift wbe All
in All; and to live by faith on the Son of God,a
life of humble, unfeigned confidence in"Him,

SoMETIMES only mentioning a fingle word,
caufes my heart to burn, within me : or only feeing
the name of Chrift, or the name of {ome atribute
of God. And God has appeared glorious to me, on
account of the Trinity. It has made me have ex-
alting thoughts of God, that he fubfifts n three
perfons ; FATHER, Son, and HorLy GHosT.

- THE fweete/t joys and delights T have expern-
enced, have 7ot been thole that have arifen from a
hope of my own good eftate ; but in a dired? view
of the glorious things of the gof{pel. When [ en-
joy this fwectnefi, it feems to carry me above the
thoughts of my own fafe eftate, [t feems at [uch
timmes @ lofs that I cannot bear, to take off my eye
from the glorious, pleafant objeét 1 behoid without
ine, to turn my eye in upon my/elf, and my own
cood eftate. N

M v heart bas been much on the advanc_emqnt
of Chrift’s kingdom in the world, The hiftorics,
ot L | y
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i ¢ the fiaft advancement of Chrift kingdoni, have
Eueen fweet to me. When I have read hiflories of
E matt ages, the pleafanteft thingin all my reading has
i been, to read of the kmﬁzdom of Chrift buncr pro-
moted. And when I have expected, in my / read-
gng, to come to any fuch thirse, I have reckoned

opon it all the way as 1 read. And my mind has
‘been much entertained and delighted, with the
foripture promifes and prophecies, of the future
gloncus advancement of Chrift’s kingdom on ¢arth.

[ have fometimes had a fenfe of the excellent ful-
't nefs of Chrift, and His meetnefs and fuitablenefs as
a Saviour ; wher eby He has appeared to me, far a-
bcn.call the chicf of ten thoufands. And His blood
and aronement has appeared fweet, and His righte-
woufnefs {weet ; which is always accompanied with
Fan ardency of Spirit, and inward firugglings and
breathings, and groanings, that cannot be titered,
‘to be emptied of mylelf, and fwallowea up in Chr: .

. OncE, as I rode out into the woods for my
- health, Auno 137, and having got from my horfein
haletlred place, as my manner commonly has been,
k(o walk for divine contemplation and prayer; I h '1"1
'vicw._, that for me was extraordinary, of the glory
9f the Son of God ; as mediator between G od and
man ,» and IHis wondcrful orear, full, pure, and
{lweet ¢ orace and love, and mt.eL ;md ‘TLnllL Conae -
fcenfion, This . grace, that appeared to me {o calm
and fweet, appeared great above the heavens. "The
fperion of Chrif appeared ineffablyexcellent, with an
gexcellency great encugh to {wallow up all thow‘fht
an conception. VJhlch conlinued, as near as |
o judge, about an hour ;3 which kcpt me, the h'g
B part of the tume, in a flcod of teurs, and W&Lp-
| inar
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ing aloud. I felt withal, an ardency of foul to be,
what I know not etherwife how to exprefs, than tg
be emptied and annthilated ; to lie in the duft, ang
to be full of Chrift alone 5 to love Him with a holy
and pure love ; to trult in Him ; to live upon Him ;
to ferve and follow , Him, and to be totally wrapt
up in the fulnefs of Chrift; and to be perfedtly
fan&ified and made pure, with a divine and hey-
venly purity.~—1 have{everal other times had views
very much ot the fame nature, and that have had
the fame efteéls.

. I have many times had a fenfe of the glory of
the third perfon in the Trinity, in his office of
Sanctifier ; in his Holy operations communicating
divine light and life to the foul. Gad, in the com-
munications of His Holy Spirit, has appeared as an
infinite fountain of divine glory and fweetnefs ; be-
ing full, and fufhcient to fill and fatisfy the foul :
pouring forth itfelf in {fweet communications, like
the fun in 1ts glory, {weetly and pleafantly diffufing
Light and life,

T have greatly longed of late, for a broken heart
and to lie low before God. And when 1 afk for
humility of God, I cannot bear the thoughs of
being no more humbled, than other chriftians. It
feerns to me, that, though their degrees of humi-
lity may be fuitable for them ; yet it would.be 3
vile felf-exhaliation in 77¢, not to be the fMze/f
humility of all mankind. Others f{peak of theil
Jonging to be humbled ¢o the duff, Tho’ that ma)
be a proper expreflion for then, 1 always think fo
myfelf, that I oughtto be humbled down beliv bill

O one Saturday night, I had {uch a fcnfe}ho;‘
- W
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weet and- blefled-a thing it was to-walk in the way
of duty, to dothat which was right and meet to be
Jone, and:agreeable to- the holy mind of God ; that
+ caufed me: to break forth into a kind of loud
weeping, which held -me fome time ; fo that I was:
forced to fhut -mylelf up, and raften the doors. I
could not but, as-it were, cry out, ‘“ How happy
are they which do that which is right in the fight of
(od ! They are blefled indeed, they are the hap-

07 ones £
RAEGBIFH R IR I B e B R

hoxtradt from Mr,. ED W AR D’s erivate
DIARY.~~written about the 20oth year of his age.

Quturdgy Fan. 12, 1723. I this day folemnly re-
~ .2wed my felf-dedication to (God. Ihave been
zior: God ; and have given myfelf, all that I am
iwd have, to (zod ; fo that I am not, in any relpecty
ey ovn e Iecan challenge no right m myfelf 5 I
i challenge no- right in this underftanding, this
A hofe affeions that are'in me ; neither have
fight to this body, or any of its members

4 utio this tongue, thefe hands, norfeet: no
|0 thele  fenfes, thefe eyes, thefe ears, this
" afiey 1 have given myfelf clear away, and -
i ctained any thing as my own, I have
<0 God this morning, and told Him that I
wemylelt wholly to Him. 1 have given every
Ciorto Eim g fo that, for the future, I will chal-
0o right in myfeid, in any refpeét. I haveex-
0 promifed Him, and do now promife Al-

b . . -

1) God, that by Fis grace I will not. 1 have
. wuning told Him, that 1 did take him for my
“portion and felicity, looking on nothing clie

A
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as any part of my happinefs, nor adting -as i
were ; and His law for the conftant rule of my,
bedlence : and would fight with all my might;
gainft the world, the ﬂeﬂl, and the devil, to thee,
of my life. And did believe.in Jefus Chrift, z,
receive Him as a prince and a faviour ; and wou)
adhere to the faith and obedience of the goly
how hazardous and. difficult foever the profefiy
and practice of it may be. ."T'hat 1 did ‘recciveh:
blefled Spirit as my tcacher, fan&ifier, and com-
forter ; and cherifh all. his motions to enlight
pur;*""” ' cmhrm,w:omfort and aflift me. . This |
have done., And I pray God, for the fake of Chri,
to look upon 1t as A felf-dedication . and to recens
me nayras entirely His own, and deal with mein
all ref Je&'s as fuch ; whethier he affliéts me or prol
pers me,ﬂr whatcver He pleafes to do with me,
who ang, lis. Now henceforth I am not toad
In any velpedt as my own. mall act as my owi,
it ever 1 inake ufe of any of tay pewers to anythmu
that g Luot to the glory of God, and don’t mak
the biﬂrit} ing Him-ny whole and entire bufin 5
if. I'murmur in the leaft at afflittions 5 if I ¢
at‘the ‘profpefity-of. others ; if Tam any wa;
chantable if qm,angry ‘becaufe of injurics
revenge ; if 1 do any thing, purely to pleale
or if I avoid any thing for the fake of -my
I omit any thing becaufe it is great felf-.
I wuft o myfelf ; if I take any of the praile of 2

- good that I do, or 1ather Grod does by me ; OF

I am any way pmud
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as any part of my happinefs, nor aéting ‘as i
were ; and His law for the conftant rule of my .
bedience : and would fight with all my might:
oainft the world, the flefh, and the devil, to theen
of my life. And did believe.in Jefus Chrift, o
receive Him as a prince and a faviour ; and wo!
adhere to the faith and obedience of the goil
how hazardous and. dificult {oever the profili
and practice of it may be. ."That I did recciver
blefled Spirit as my tcacher, fanctifier, and com
forter ; and cherifh all his motions to enlight:
purii?; .. confirm,-comiort, and aflift me. . Tlis
have done. . And [ pray God, for the fake of Chrit
to lack w.pon it as a felf-dedication ; and to reiv
me noa;as entirely His own, and deal with merr
all refpe&s as fuch ; whethier he affli¢ts me or profs
pers me;:ox; whatcvm He pleafes to do with me
who s Ths, ~Now, henceforth, [ am not tox
in any ‘yelpeét-as my own. thall a& as Iy 0w,
if ever T =uakf~ ufe of'any of y powers to any thin
that is ;not’ to the glory of God, and dommw
the, mf:)rlfymg Him 1 my whole and entire bufit
if- I paurmur in the leaft at affliCtions ; if I ¢
at: the profpenty of others 3 if I am any wa,
chaiitable 1f I am angry becaufe of injuric
revenge ; it 1 do any thing, purely to pleale
or if I avoid any thing for the fake of ‘my
I omit any thing becaule it is great felf-u

I truft to myillf if I take any of the praifect”
- good that 1 do, or rather God does by me; @
[ am 2ny way p&ohd
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