vy

r "'l.
. i ) - : ] 'q:i
- /‘[; * ! ‘.-I j v x 1.;;1‘;‘ . ‘fﬂ: § - O E.::"
-ty V- ! o . w of v % N U ‘{:i:-," -"*’L-_rj_ 3! 3-:;
J Gﬂ" b ﬂﬁ'ﬁ.&"h’-’.}'ﬁf' 3 a “”m.gf;:gi WAME ' ¥ }j'ﬂ,‘i"ﬁ-’"‘
| ' | S x Z’
£ !:.r :jl .
"“‘t’) y & o IR Y, . 4 + J Rint
J{"‘ﬂﬁ{:’]uﬂfﬁ, ! oy 'ﬁd:?‘hﬂ e P8 i-t":" i o e "?‘ a2 ‘=’ﬁ o

#;} i jl:‘-r -}T L *\H‘*-ﬁ“: i " e,
"‘ . I ’ .J.-‘ '__L‘.. - A f .:r,f,,, "'-.," |

IN STEAD OF THE THORN SHALL COME:
. P THE FIR-TREE; AND IN STEAD OF

THE BRIER SHALL GOME UP THE MYRs
TLE"TREE—-'-"‘ . \

HE verfes preceeding our text contain a prophecy
of the rapid triumphs of Chriftianity, when firft it

appeared in the world, and when difficulties ftood .

in the way of its progrefs, which né powery léfs than di-
vine, could have enabled it to furmount: a circumftance,
highly honourable to the religion of Jefiis, and. no-incons
- fiderable proof of its heavenly origin. - Buf, the ar gument
appears in full force, when, to the miraculous propagation

of the gofpel; we-add, its miraculous effefts on the hearts

~and lives of them: thal: believe. Of thefe, the words T
have read in your hearmg, give us a beautiful and lively
plé‘ture, ¢ Inftead of the.thorn fhall come up.the fir-tree,

- ¥ and inftead of the brier” fhiall come up the myrtle-tree,”
The word of -grace, accompanied by the influences of the
blefled Spirit, fhall work a change on the’ tempcrs and ine.
clinations of men, as thcrough and entire, -as if the thormn.

. -was transformed into a fir; or the brier into a myrtlc-tree.

“And in conﬁ:quence of this inward change, thofe who be-

-~ :fore were pricking; bners or grmvmg thorns' (2), mlf'chxew

vous, or, at'beft, unproﬁtable s fhall now réfemble the fir,.
which -affords a refrefhing fHade to the weary traveller, ob

‘the myrtle-tree, which. }1e1ds a fragrant and odoriferous
ﬁ'mt. Hateful and hatmg one anOther was Qnee. theig
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2 INFLUENCE OF RELIGION

charater : but now they are taught of God to love one

another. Formerly, they were the plagues; and diftur-
bers: now, they become the ornament, the delight, the
defence of fociety. Once,. they were fierce and favage,
rough and barbarous, malicious and revengeful: now,
they are kind and gentle, -courteous and humané, ‘medk
and forgiving. Inftead of biting and devouring one ano-
ther: like brethren they dwell together in unity. By fruit-
fulnefs in works of righteoufnefs and charity, they-are blef=
fings to mankind., They live beloved. They die lamen-
ted. - | 1
Such are the native fruits, not of a name to live, not
of a form of godlinefs, but of inward vital religion. ‘Bat;
in all ages, there have been too many, whe fallely call
themfelves Chriftians, and who inftead of regarding thefe
weightier matters of the law, righteoufnefs and judgment,
mercy and goodnefs, truth and upr ightriefs; can allow
them{elves in cruelty and oppreflion, deceit- and injuftice,
treachery ahd double-dealing; artifice and chicane. They
profefs a mighty veneration for religion: but, by a con-
du& in civil life, the reverfe of what religion would diétate,
they give occafion to her open enemies, to. infalt and re-
-proach her, as caufing, or, at leaft, as not preventing,
thefe enormities.
- Hard indeed is the fate of religion, if fhe is condemned
and {uffers, for the faults of thofe, over whom fhe has ng
influence, and who never once afked her counftl, or fub-
mitted to her reproofs! TIs the nature and tendency of
religion, of fo difficult mveﬁlgatmn, that we can difcover
it no where fave in the condué of mien, who, while they
- wear the garb of her. friends; are in truth her dangerous
and deadly foes ?
~ Religion, my brethren, did it indeed rule in the heart,. )
would effe@tually prevent thefe diforders, and reftrdin from-
- thus difturbing the public peace, Nay, it would powers-

o . '-l'r '
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ON NATIONAL HAPPINESS. 3
“fully inftigate to promote the happinefs of mankind. This
I fhall now attempt to prove, and for that purpefe have
read to you the words of our text. "They would natural-
1y lead me to unfold, the aftonifhing nature; the power-
ful and extenfive operation, and the falutary confequens:
ces' of regenerating grace. But, T muft greatly trefpafs
‘on your time and patience, did I attempt, in a fingle dif~
courfe, to lead you throngh fo wide a field. 1 fhall there-
fore confine myfelf to one branch of the fubjet, the be-.
nign influence of vital piety on nat;or;al happinefs. And,
to, give you a profpe&t of this in a way level to the mean-
eft capacity, I fhall briefly illuftrate the temper and be-
haviour of the religious man, in fome. of the more im-
portant {tations and charaéters in life, by a right or wrong .
conduct in which, the profperity of nations is mofk deep-
ly affelted. |
Has the moft high God given to the man that feafs hlm,
2 kingdom, and majefty, and honour, and glory? Uncon=
troulable, unlimited power, he knows is the prerogative of
God only. None can juftly claim it, but he who made:
and upholds all things. None is qualified for it, but he
who can never aét amifs, being infinitely wife, and jult,
and good. The power, even of God, is limited in its
- exercife, by his wifdom and equity : and power, without
fuch limits, is weaknefs, not perfe&tion. As therefore, -
the pious prince feels not the inclination, {o he defires not
the power, of {porting himfelf at the expence of the for-
tuics, the eafe, the liberties, the lives of his fubjefts. A
right to make the innocent miferable, he juftly deems as
palpable a contradiftion, as a right’ to do wrong, or, as
authority to rebel again{lt God. He detefts the abfurd and
impious doftrine, that the common Parent of mankind
has fubjefted millions, to the pride, ambition, frolic, ca-
price, and arbitrary will, of an imperfet fellow mortal,

Fle views the meaneft of his {ubjets as creatures formed -
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by the fame God, as endued with the fame faculties and
fenfations, with the fame defire of happinefs and love of
liberty, that he himfelf is; yea, as redeemed by the fame
precious blood, and as candidates for the fame immortal
olory, He views himfelf, as advanced to fuperior dignity,
not to enflave and opprefls, not to fleece and plunder his
fubjefts ; but that every one, protefted by his authority,
might enjoy, without difturbance, his juft rights, and in-
nocent pleafures, and lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godlinefs and honefty, ‘The higheft light in which he re<
gards himfelf] is, as the father of his people, the guar.
dian of their privileges, the minifter of God to them for
good, bound by a burdenfome, though hanourable office,
to attend continually on this very thing (b.)  Such were
the fentiments of the man according to God’s ewn heart,
2 Sam. v. 12, ¢ And David perceived that the Lord had
¢ eftablifhed him king over Ifiael, and that he had exals
¢ ted his kingdom for his people Ifrael’s fake.” A paf-
fage, which plainly implies, that government is a divine
ordinance, not far the eafe and grandeur of the prince,
but for the fecurity and welfare of the people.

From any earthly tribunal, the prince may have little,
or nothing to fear, But God, who intrufted him with
fuch f{uperior advantages - for exten{ive wufefulnefs, he
knows, will ere long call him to an account how he hag
improved thefe advantg.ges Princes may be Gods in thea
eyes of men, but they are but men in the eyes of God.
PDeath will ﬂrip them of theit royalty, and level them
with the meanelt of the people. The prince as well as
the peafant muft appear at his bar, who is king of kings
and lord of lords. If the mightieft monarch has difho-~ °
noured God, and injured his fubjeéts, he fhall then receive
for the wrong which he has done, for with God there is

no refpect of perfons. The great offender fhall be greats

(b) Rom. xiil. 4, 6.
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1y punifhed ; and the exalted charafter he once bore, will
only expofe him to the more dreadful vengeance.

In the mean time, views of the awful doom which a-
waits the wicked ruler, are to the pious prince, no uneafy
reftraint. ‘The pra&tice of his duty is his pleafure and de-
tight, His fubjelts he looks upon as his neighbours, and
he loves his neighbours as himfelf.  Full of fatherly aﬁ'ec-
tion for every one of them, and of unfeigned concern: for
their welfare, he employs all his influerice and’ authorlty
to pre[‘erve order and peace, to fecure property, to pre-
vent injuries, to.redrefs wrong, to punith offenders, to
fupprefs fedition, to guard his dominions againft foreign
invafion, to encourage honeft induftry, and to .promote
yeligion and virtue, thefe fureft props of national happi-
nefs. He is vigilant to efpy, adtive to prevent, whatever
may hazard the public well ! careful to difcover, and fOI'r
ward to apply the beft means to advance it !

The wifdom, the juflice, the"inercy, which fhlne with
fo bright a luftre in all the adminiftrations of the fupreme
ruler, are the pattern he copies after, -He will not do
wrong himlelf: he will not fuffer wrong to be done by
others. He intrufts the execution of the laws to men fear-
ing God and hating covetoufnefs, that juftice may run
down as waters, and righteoufnefs as a mighty {tream.
But mercy, as well as nghteoufnef‘s, upholds his thronec).
His mercy, -tempers the rigour of juftice : his humanity,
foftens rebellion itfelf, into loyalty and gratitude. Ineve- -
ry cafe, except, when indulgence to the criminal would
prove cruelty. to.the-public, he forgives his offending fub-
Je&s, as God for Chnft’ fake hath forgiven him. And
when the f'af'ety of individuals, or the bleeding wounds of" -

a. ftate, require fevere and painful remedies, he applies
thef'e remedies with a relu&ant hand, and wnh a tender
and compafﬁonate heart, ~

(¢) Proy, xx. 28,
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Convinced, that the good or bad ficcefs of every enters
prife, depends on the fmiles or frowns of heaven, he im-
plores the divine guidance and blefling on his councils and

government. As a Man, as a Chriftian, as a Prince, he
{quares his behaviour, by that unerring rule, the word of
God. He does not indulge and cherifh in himfelf, thefé
irregularities and vices, which he punithes in his fubjeéts::
but reftrains his own paflions and appetites, by the laws
of reafon and religion; and learns to rule others, by hav-
ing learned in the firft place, through the teachmgs of ‘the
Spirit, torule himfelf:

Happy the nation, which God has blefled, with fuch a
fovereign! Like the fun in the firmament, he fpreads his

falutary rays, and difpenfes his refrething influences, to
-allaround him. ‘The force of his example, avails more,
than even the awe of his authority. -He fcatters wicked-
nefs with his cye (d). He puts to filence the lips of flat-
tery with his frown. But he fearches out and encourages
modeft worth. Diftingunifh’d abilities, diftingnifh’d. inte-
grity, diltinguith’d fervices to the public, never follicit
his favours in vain. ‘The greateft fitnefs for an office; ié
the fureft and moft effetual recommendation. His eycs "
are upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell
with him: he that walketh in a perfe& way, he {hall
. {erve him (e).

Let us now defcend from the throne, and furvey the
influence of genuine Chmﬁmmty, on great men, and -on
“men in public offices.

True piety and virtue brlghten and dignify every other
diftin&ion. Religion animates the great man, with fuch
noble principles of ation, as carry him above the merce-
nary views, that govern earthly unfané&ified minds. He
difdains the mean and little arts of acquiring and prefer-
ving riches, to which men of a narrow, {elfith, mtcreft-

(d) Prov. xx. 8. (&) Pfal. ci. 6.
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ed fpirit, can eafily ftoop. ~ Spiritual and heavenly blefs
fings;, he ardently breathes after, he 'vigoroufly ftrives to
ebtain. But to the good things of a prefent life his af-
feftions are moderate. He will not facrifice the pleafures
of confcious goodnefs, to obtain -the beft of them. Ins
fpired with a generous difinterefted concern, for the hap+
pinefsof his country, and for the prefperity. of the church
of Ged; whatever endangers thefe, affefts hiin in the
moft deep and fenfible manner. For thefe, he is willing
to {pend, and to be fpent: and wealth, and power, and
dignity, appear-to him bafe and contemptible;’ when not
improved to promote thefe excellent purpofes. He loves
to be ufeful. Yet; he would rather ‘be ufeful in the loweft
fphere, than adopt the unchriftian’ maxim, of doing evit
that good may come. He is well apprized, that. places of
honour and profit, are weighty and ' burdenfome. And;
tho’ the ftation, which providence allots him; may be ins
ferior, to what his rank and abilities {eerh to entitle him : |
he believes, it is the beft and fitteflt for him ; and he bends
all his endeavours, to do honour to his Chriftian profef-
fion, by faithfully difcharging the duties of that ftation.
Does the fincere Chriftian fit in council, and is his ad-
vice asked in the important concerns of war and peace ¥
His eye  is {ingle, and therefore full of light. Integrity
and uprightnefs preferve him, from devifing fchemes;
which may aggrandize himfelf and his f'aiﬁily, at the ha-
zard of the public good. His lips fhall not fpeak wicked-
nefs, nor his tongue utter deceit. 'Till he die, he will
not remove his integrity .from him. His righteoulhefs hé
holds faft, and will not let it go. His heart fhall not re-
proach him, {0 long as he lives (f). . And as felf-intereft,
does not “blind his councils, fo neither do obftinacy- and
pride pervert them. He loves his own fentiments, not
becaule they are his own,. but becaufe they appear to hinm

(f) Job xxvil. 458> oL
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juff and right, He is opeit to- light, and (& foori’ as’ he
is convinced, that kis fentiments were wrong, he: chears
fully renounces them. Leta wife fcheme for the pubhc
good, be plannied by his fierceft- oppofer, he rejoyces’in the
fucce[‘s of that fcheme. Confcious of the piirity of his
intentions; he fears not the exaéteft fEratiny, the miinute(t
furvey of' h1s condutt : he feels not. the' gloomy fu(‘pun-

P011t1c1ans, contmually expofe them, To {ich a f{tatef-
man, none but theé weak or wicked can’be ‘an efiemy 3
nione but the foolifh of the unnghteous can rlfe up agamﬂ:‘
him (g). : : -

Is the Chriftian choftn, to rcpreferit his’ f‘ellow ﬁ:bje&s,
in Parliament ? he will. not facrifice.to friendthip,  or to
party, his fteady refolution, to. feek the good of his king
and country. - He .is not greatly folicitous,” whom his
votes may pleafe, or whom they may’difoblige. But tho*
the court fhould negle&t him; or "his conflitients frown.
upon him, with freedom and cotrage, he fpeaks, what
duty demands. - With a watchful eye, he obferves; with
an honeft warmth,-he_oppofes, every attack oii the' cons
ftitation. He is fludious’ ir devifing:good- laws,: and ac«
tive in promoting -them. And when, he has ¢contribut«
ed to enalt them, he pays them-'a becoming ‘deference iy
his own behaviour, and does not; a% is too corhrhon, exs
pofe them to the contempt of others, by- tranfgrefling
them himfelf, His intereft may often be hurt, and fomes
times even his charafter may fuffer, by -his well-meant
attempts, to ferve an ungrateful prince; of an ungrdtea
ful people. But tho” he values 4 good Hiame, he will not
purchafe it, at the expence, of what he values more, a
good confcience. He would rather bé honéf¥, than be
thought fo. His record is in heaven; dnd- his witnef3
en high. And itappears to him-a light-and little thing,

(g) Job mii: 75
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to be Judged of ‘'man’s judgmerit, fince : he that judgeth
him, fince he that approveth him, isthe.Lord.. o
. Is onie; in whom the religious principle bears rule, ads
-wanced to the important office of a judge ?.Thro’:his up-
nghtneﬁ}, which ean neither be brib’d;:nor byafled;: juitice
‘has i its free courlé, and righteous laws. are impartially; exe-
cuted. Under reallzlng impreflions, thatall his {entences
fhall bereview’d at a higher tribunal, he attends minutely
to every caufe, he hears the fmall as well ‘as the greaty
and judges without refpect of perfons,” between every:
man, and his brother, and the ftranger that is with
him (h), He defpifes the gain of oppreffion, and thakes
his hands from holding of bribes (i), When . feverity'is
needful, he will not be foothd by illsplaced: pity; nor

daunted by the number,: or rank, or power of tranfgref>
fors, to relax that feverity., He puts on rigliteoufiiefs,
and it .clothes him: his judgment i$- as’ a -robe and-'a
diadem. ' Heis eyes to: the blind, and. feet to thé lamie
he is a father to the pdor, and the caufe whlch he knows
not, he fearches it out. He fhields the. perfons, the

charallers, “the pofleflions of his fellow fubjeéts, againft
" the encreachments of fraud and: violence. He breaks

the jaws of the wicked, and plucks the {poil out of his
teesh. He delivereth the needy, when he cryeth, the op=
prefled  alfo, and him that hath no helper. ~Whén thé
ear hears him, then it blefles. him ¢ and when b“‘hc—: eye-=

fees him, it gives witnefs to him (). Some {uch,- OU .
‘country hath feen, fome fuch, fhe flill fees'in ‘the hlghéﬂ:
feats of judicature. : Such, mot: to’ derogate from - others,
was Sir Matthew Hale.in the days of" our fathers : ‘Tich
was Lord Newhall in our‘own days.’ Men, whofe diftin-
- guifh>d-abilities "did them lefs honour, than théeir inflexiblé
integrity, - and their ditinguith’d regard to the ficred ine
B |

1
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flitutions, of the defpifed religion of Jefus. - And we dare
challenge the moft determined infidel, to fay, if a princi-
ple of devotion, diminifhed any of their qualifications
natural or acquired, and even in the {ialleft degree, im-
paired their inclination or ability, to be a terror to evil
doers, and a comfort to the hone& the quiet, the peace-
able.

No, my brethren. As religion animates to the right
improvement of our natural talents, fo, it even tends to
fecure their altivity and vigour, Wife fentiments, and
prudent {chemes, are not to be expefted, where the mind
agitated by unruly appetite, is, as the -troubled fea,
whofe waves continually caft forth mire and dirt. A
mind, that enjoys inward ferenity, is in leaft danger of
committing important overfights : for fuch a mind is fit-
telt to examine objelts calmly, and to view. them in
every varying point of light, But ‘can his mind be fe-
rene, who doubts, whether there is or is not a God : while
of this he is certain, that, if there js a God, that almighty
God is his enemy? .
~ If men .of génius embrace principles fubverfive of' nattt-
ral or.of reveal’d religion s this cannot flow from attentis
on to common fenfe and to matter of faé&t; but muft be
occafioned by fome abfurd refined {yftem of metaphyfics,
which, they have fome how or other unhappily imbibed.
And, is there no danger, left, however honeftly difpof-
ed they may otherwife be, the fame f{pirit of refinement,
{hould follow them from religious difquifitions, to the
ordinary affairs of life, and pervert their judgment of
the one, as it has already done of the other?

Hitherto, I have viewed the wifdom and goodnefs of
the prince, the counfellor, the parliantent man, and the
judge, as advancing, in their various {pheres, .the pu-
blic welfare. No lefs important to the fecurity of a nation,
15 the fortitude of the foldier, Is then regard toreligion

‘ i -
abr, £ -
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griendly, or is'it hurtful, to martial valour? In Solomon’s

days it was deem’d friendly. Prov. xxviil. 1. ¢ The
¢« wicked fly, when no man purfueth :- but the righteous

“ are bold as a lion.” If bad men, ruth upon death,

without terror: their hardinefs, has no nobler fource, thar
blindnefs and ftupidity. Did they duly confider the wrath
and fiery indignation which is ready to devour thems
fear would take hold upon them, and terror. would over-
whelm them. Poffibly, however, natural courage may
bear them out for a while. .But permit me to add, what
fatal experience has often’ taught us, poflibly it may for-
{ake them, in the critical hom, when it would have ftood
them, and their country too, in the greateft ftead. One
day, they defplfe their enemies, they dream of nothing
fave viftories and triumphs, and when girding on the
harnefs, boaft, as tho’ they were putting it off (k). And
lo! the next day, a fudden panic feizes them, they
ftart at the fhaking of a leaf, and bafely turn_ their back,
at the appearance of an enemy. ~-But is he, whof'c
- heart is fixed trufting in God, called upon to hazard his
life, in the public caufe? Convinced, that a.fparrow does
not fall to the ground without eur heavenly Father, and
that by him, the very hairs of our head are number-
ed (1): -he is not flavifhly afrajid of ten- thoufands of peo-
ple, that fet themfelves- again{t him round about (m).

Tho' thoufands fhould fall at his, nght hand, and ten
thou{'ands at his left, he knows, that, fo long as life is a
bleﬁing,the deadly ftroke {hall not come-nigh to him (n)

In the mid{ of confufion; and horrour, and garments
rolled in-blood, he remains ferene and intrepid. The
thoughts of dying for his country, and living in a better
world, with his Saviour, and his God, animate him to
the moft difficelt and hazardous enterprizes. He is I’crong,

(k) 1 Kings xx. 11, (1) Matth, %e 295 30. (m) Phal. i, 6
(,n) Plal, %cl. 7+
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and  plays the man for hls people, and f'or the cities of”
h;s God (o). By faith,” he boldly encounters dangers,
WAXES Vahant in ﬁght efcapes ‘the edge of the {'word

yea, turns to ﬂlght “the armies “of the’ ahens (p)

true is the obfervation of a celebrated fEeptic CHY that re-
hglous motives infpire a courage unfurmountable by any
human obftacle. We need not go back for inftances off
this, to the times of the Maccabees, nor to the bold and
heroic explmts of the perlecuted Waldenfes. Who were,
the men, and what their chara&ers, who, in ‘the late
war, with courage, with condu& and with - fliccef®

carried on the fiege of Lomsbourg, that ftreng1 and weli
fortified city? were they drunl{ards ? were they fabbath-
breakers? were they profaners of the name of God?
were they defpifers of the blefled Redeemer ? No, ‘my.
brethren.  They were heroes, led forth’' to battle, from
their thops and farms, by a warm love to rellgmn, and
to their native land. They were men unexpenenced in
war, who had many of them, never till then {éen a
fiege, or even a battle: but, who, comrmttmg to God
the fuccefls of' their hazardous undertakmg, and’ reﬁgmng
their lives to his difpofal, were infpired, in 2 manner
next to mtraculous, with flich undaunted ref'olutlon, and
1ndef'at1gable a&wlty; as ftruck their enemies with ® ferror
and furprize.” It was God that g:rded them with fltrength,

and made their way perf‘e& ‘He- made their feet like
hinds feet, and fet them Iafe on their high'places. He
-t'm:zht their hands to war, {o that 2 bow of fteel was

broken by their arms (r). Happy the people' for- whona
the Spirit of God raifeth up fuch abanner ([' I |
" Ttis now time, to confider the temper and behavi-
'our of prlwte Ghnf’uans, and to fhow, that this- alf'o zs

‘ealculated to promote nitional peace and profperity.

(O) 2 Saim. x.'12. (p) Heb. xi. 34. () Mr David Humes

hlﬁory of Britain Vol. 1, 81_ (1- Pf&l zwm. -
U") Ifamhhx 19: P ) 3% 34
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* Mhat mlnd bemg in them, which was alfo in ‘Chrift,:
ﬂ]ey look not every man on his own things, but every*
man-on the thlrfgs of' others alfo €o). They are géne-
rous, pubhc-fplrlted and bent to promote the good of
focwty, not only by thenr own orderly and difcreet be-
haviour, but by opemng their purfe, and hazarding their
perfons, when duty requires. By their eminent and ex-
emplary virtue, and by their fervent fupplications at a
throne of grace, they are the chariots and horfemen of
Ifrael (u), ‘the beauty, the {trength, the fécunty of them
natwe land.

- ‘T he follower of' the meek and Iowly ]efus, will not re-
wile the Gods, nor ‘curfe the ruler of the people (v). He
renderg to' all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is due,
cuftom to whom' cuftom, fear to whom fear, honour to
whom honour.« He is fubje& to the lawful commands
of fuperiors, not only for wrath, but for confcience
fake (w). Whetheér the favereign power is inthe hands of
one; or in the “hands of many ; whether the prince is
abfolute, or limitéd ; whether he came to the throne, by
.cle&wn, by fucceffion, or by conqueft: the Chriftian
efteems’ obedience a juft- and reafonable return for pro=

teCtion. When nothing is required of him, inconfiftent
with the fundamental laws of his country, or with the

more unchangeable laws of God, this his obedience is
without referve. If, indeed, any thing is injoin’d him,
contrary to the difkates of his confcience, he has learned
to obey God, rather than man (x). But no wile prince
~ will infift on fuch cominands, " Force cannot enlighten
~ «confcience, tho? it may tempt men ta run counter to-her
dictates. If it does the laft, the fovereign is a lofer. For
the fubjet, having in one inftance prefer’d his imaginary
intereft to his real duty, and fhak'd off the reftraints of
véligion, this prepares him for doing o in other inftances,

(1) Phil. ii. 4, 5. () 2 Kings xijii. 4. Cv) Exgd. ¥ xui: 28.
EW) Rom. xiif. 5, 7. (¥) Adts iv. 19, |
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and emboldens him, to commit perjury, treafon, or any
other wickednefs, when a: temptation prefents itfelf fuf-
ficiently. ftrong. - Wtfely therefore has the apoftle Peter
lmk’d togethér the precepts of fearing God and honour-
ing the King (y): becaufe, if men revere not the laws
- of the fovereign of heaver; -the laws of the greatef
earthly fovereign will not command their inward refpect,

- The good man, full of gratitude, for the bleflings he
enjoys under' lawful rulers, puts.up prayers, and fupphca-
tions; ‘and interceflions, and givings of thanks, for kings
and all that are in authority (z). Deeply fenfible of  his
-~ own fhort-comings; he makes every candid allowance for
human frailty, and will not murmur and complain at lefs
fer imprudeénces in the conduét of governors. Far lefs,
will he attempt, to form parties again{t an adminiftration;,
or to raife rebellion againft  a government, becaufe his co-
vetoufnefs is not fatiated, or his ambition gratified. Feel-
ing, what cares, and difficulties, and ernbarafiments. ats
tend the direftion of a fingle family : he rather pities, than
envies thofe, who are burdened with the weightier charge,
of watching over populous ftates. He blefles God, there
are ahy fuch friends of mankind, who can chearfully fa-
crifice their own eafe and pleafure, to diffufe happinefs to
others. . By every mark of gratitude and efteem, he en-
deavours to fweeten to his rulers the fatigues of govern-
ment : and his moft ardent addreffes afcend daily to hea-
ven, f'or the prefewatmn of lives fo precmus and ime

portant.
Such -is the conduét of the prwate Chriftian, with re-

. gard to his rulers. Let.us now view his bchaviour to his
fellow-fubjeéts. | S

True religion will teach him to renounce the hidden
works of darknefs and dﬂhoneﬁy, and to.abhor equivos
cations, -ambiguous expreflions, and every other fneaking

. (1 Pet. ii. 17 (z) 1 Tim. i, I, 2.

L
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method of over-reaching and deceit. On all occafions,
he fpeaks what- he means, and fincerely intends to per-
form what he promifes. The rictelt forms of law are
no.{ecurity, fuperior to his bare word. - He is true to his
erufts, faithful to his engagements, plain and upright in his
'Prdf'eﬁions',* fir and honeft in his dealings. He ftudies to
be quiet, and- to do his own bufinefs (a), without moleft-
ing other people in theirs. If it be poffible, as much as
‘Iyeth in him, he lives -peaceably with all men (b). And,
:n the various relations of life, in which providence has
placed him, as a father, 2 fon, a hufband, a- maﬁélj, 2
(ervant, he adorns the dotrine of God his Saviour in all
things (c). | ? - -
But- religion teaches him to love mercy, as well as to
do juftly (d). With a pleafant admiration he contem-
plates the blefled Redeemer, as delighting to exercife good-
nefs and mercy and loving-kindnefs on the earth. And
beholding thefe glories of the Lord, he is gradually chan-
ged into the fame image from glory to glory. He rejoices
with them that rejoice, and weeps with them that
weep (e). He does to others; as he would wifh ‘that they,
if in his circumftances, fhould do to him (f). As he has
opportunity, he does good to all men, efpecially to the
houthold .of faith (g): that is, to adopt the explication
of thefe words given by an eminently great man on a like
occafion .(h), chiefly to thofe, who are moft nearly. rela~
ted to him, who moft need his help, and who beft de-
Gerve it. Yet, he confines not, to thefe, his good. offi-
ces. He repays even injuries jwith kindnefs, and thus over~
comes evil with good (i). And tho’ too often his friend-
Iy offices.may meet with ungrateful returns, he is not
L En
(a) 1 Thefl, iv. 11. (b) Rom. xii, 18. fc) Tit: i, 10.
(d) Mic. vi. 8. (e) Rom. xii, 15, (f) Matth.wii. . 12..” - (g)
Gal. vi. 10. (h) The late Dr Wifhart in his fermon before:
the fociety. It is pity the public has not begn fagoured. with
that excellent difcourfe. (i) Rom, xii. 21, |
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weary in well doing, knowing, .that, in due feafon, he
fhall reap,. if he faint not (j). Yea already he reaps a
glorious reward, in the generous pleafure he feels,. from
relieving, or at lea{t mitigating the d:ﬁreffes of - his fellow-
mortals. - | | 3
His fund for charity is not impaired by rioting and
drunkennels, by chambering and wantonnefs, by luxury
and prodigality : but increafed by the bleffing of God ont
his honeft induftry. Idlene, and (loth;and extravagance;
he juftly views as the bane of fociety. Inftead of. dimi-
nithing the national wealthiby thefe; he labours diligently
in his fecular calling, working with his hands the thing
which is good (k), that thus he may in fome meafure re+
compenfe fociety for the bleflings he derives from it.- .
Thrice happy period ! when Chriftian principles, deep-
1y rooted in the heart, fhall thus inflaence all ranks, from
the king on the throne, to the meaneft peafant: when the:
Lord of hofts, fhall be for a crown of glory, and for a
diadem of beauty to the refidue of his people; and for a
fpirit of judgment to them that fit in judgment, "and for
ftrength to them that turn the battle to the gate (I)." -
Say, ye {ons of infidelity, do not the precepts of Ghri-
ftianity injoin, and do not the dotrines of Chriftianity
tend to promote fuch a temper and condu&t? Andis fuch
a temper and conduét noxious to focial happinefs ¢ would
it be profitable to fociety, that every one fhould make his
own particular intereft, the ftandard by which to meafure
“the good of the community: or fhould. purfue his- own
{clfith {chemes when evidently deftru&ive of the public
| 'welf'are"' and is the world indeed the lefs happy, for. the

‘pubhc {pirit and dlﬁntereﬁed benevolence, which ftill re-
mains in it?

No, will the infidel reply, we love thef'e amiable virs
“tues, and would feel the fincereft ; JO¥, could we difcern

{1 Gal.vi. g. (k) Eph, iv. 28. () Ifa. xxviii. §, 6.
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¥heir influence on all ranks and degrees of men. I fhall
not arraign your {incerity. The gofpel teachzs me, never
to pafs a harfh judgment on any, withou!: the cleareft evi-
dence. But if youindeed are lovers of mankind; bethink
yourfelves a little, if zeal for infidelity, if oppofition to
religion, is.a wilé and proper -method of teflifying your
love. | |

‘What mighty advantage will the world reap, from the
increafe of your profyletes 2 Is the pious man, the worfe
princes ory is he the worfe fubjet, becaufe he is pious ?
does religion promote oppreflion and tyranny in the prince,
or does it excite {edition and rebellion in the fub.}e& >
when the wicked is in authority, do the people rejoice ?
and when the righteous bear rule, do they mourn? wiil
the fubjet; who has learned of his Sawour, to be meek
and humble: perplex and embarafs the ﬁate, or i’acnﬁce'
~the peace of his neighbour, to caprice and frolic ? whence
' come wars, and fightings, and ftrife, and debate ! come they
not from pride and avarice, and unruly paﬁion ? is then that
‘principle of grace, which teaches us to mortify our cor-
rupt paffioris and appetites, an enemy to the tranqmlhty of

mankind ? will high and honourable thoughts, of him,
who is the perfe@ion of beauty; blind us, to that beauty

1n creatures, which is a1l derived from hlm as its fource,
and which refleéts, tho’ but obfcarely and imperf’e&ly, his
Auperior "luftre ? will thankfulnefs to the Father of’ lights,
from whomi cometh -every good and perfet gift, promote
ingratitude to our fellow- -creatures, whom he employs as
inftruments, in conveying to us his benefits ? where is the
.connexion, between loving God, even the Father s . ahd ha-
ting man, which was made after the imilitude of God ? is
our attaining, what is more rare and difficult, the Iove of
God, whom we have not feen ¢ 2ny hindrance to our at-
taining what is more common and eafy, the love of out
brother, whom we have {een 2 Whei Wwe elteem and love
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the Deity, we efteem and love juftice and truth, and good:
nef's, and mcrcy ¢ and will efteem of thefe moral perfefti<
ons, inipire us, with the oppofite qualities, of m_}ufhce, dé=
ceit, malice, and cruelty ¥————Confult eXperience. Are
thofe, moft a&tive aird dlllgent, moft gemerous and public-~
fpirited, who are lovers of eafe and of pleafure, more tham
But, poffibly, you would indulge men
i the love of the Deity, if you could extinguifh the unea«
{y apprehenfions of his wrath. Fatal and deftrutive bene
fit ! which emboldens the knave to perpetraté the moft
bafe and atrocious crime, if he bas fubtilty enough to con-
ceal it from mortal eye. ¥s there, think you, no danger,
left this prove the unhappy confequence of your {fo- much
boafted friendly intentions ? does he, whq fears not God,.
bid faireft, for regarding, his duty to man ? will he be ftric~
teft in praifing virtue, who' entertains the loofeft fenti-

ments, as to the obligations of virtue ? will he, who nej~
ther hopes nor dreads a hereafter, be peculiarly ferupulous.
of violating the rules of juftiee and: equity,- of meeknefs and
forgivenefs, of benevolence and charity 2 will contempt of
the fupreme lawgiver, fecure refpedt and obsdience to his
laws 7 There are nren, whofe underftandings are too deli-

cate, to relifh the myfteries of the gofpel, or the miracles:

that atteft thertr, who can Gwallow, without. relutance;,
thefe fhocking abfurdities.

In the days of our fathers, the moft celebrated feeptics
retained {o much modeﬁy, as only to plead, that atheifin
was innocent, and rel:gwn unneceflary. But owr modern
fceptics, with a more hardy boldnefs, pronounce, the reli-
gious principle malignant and hurtful,” That fpecies of de=
votion, which is fuitable to the difcoveries, the fupreme
Being has made of himfelf to the underftanding, occafi-
ons, (if we may believe thefe gentlemen) the moft enor-

mous ravages in the human brealt, and fubverts every rea-
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fonable principle of conduét and: behaviour.(m). Every
elegant pleafure or amufement it utterly annihilates, each

-~

(m) Mr David Hume’s hiftory of Great Britain, Vol. I.
page 62. As I did not in the fermon, repeat the whole of that
remarkable paflage, I fhall here tranfcribe it. S

¢ The fire of devotion, excited by novelty, and inflamed by
k¢ oppofition, had fo poflefled the minds of the Scotifh reformers,

€ that all rites and ornaments, and even order of worfhip, were
% difdainfully rejected as ufelefs burdens, retarding the imagi«
¢ nation in its rapturous ectafies, and flinting the operas
#¢ tions of that divine Spirit, by which they fuppofed them-
“ felves 10 be anjmated. A 'mode of worfthip was eftablithed,
4¢ the moft naked and moft fimple imaginable ; one that bors
“ yowed nothing from the -fenfes.; but repofed itfelf intirely
* on the contemplation of that divine Effence, which difcovers
“ itfelf ro the underftanding only. ‘This fpecies of devotion,
£¢ {o fuitable to the fupreme Being, but fo little fuitable to hue
*¢ man frailty, was obferved to occafion the moft enormous ra.
#¢ wages in the breaft, and to fubvert every rational principle
“ of condu&t -and behaviour. The mind fraining for thefe ex-
¢ traordinary raptures, réaching them by fhort glances, fuc-
¢ cumbing again under its own weaknefs, reje@ting all exterior
*¢ aid of pomp and ceremony, was fo occupied in this inward
*¢ life, that it fed from every intercourfe of fociety, and from-
K¢ every fweet or  chearful amufement, ‘which could foften or
* humanize the charatter. It was obvious to all difcerning
¢ eyes, and had not elcaped the king’s, that by the prevalence
of fanaficifin, a gloomy and fullen difpofition eftablithed it--
{elf among the people ; a fpirit obflinate and dangerous 3 in-
dependent and difoyderly ; animated equally with a contempt

of authority, and .a hatred to every other mode of religion,

* particularly to the Catholic. In order to mellow thefe hu-
¢ mours, king James endeavoured to infufe a fmall tinéture of
*¢ fuperftition into the national worfhip,’ &c.” |

. Fond, as our author here feems, of the fuperflitions fpecies
of devotion, there is little reafon to doubt, that, had a more
pompous ritual been eftablifhed among us, his wit and humour
‘would have been employed in drefling it in 3 fool’s-coat. He -
‘has given us a {pecimen, of his inclination and abilities for fuch
@ tagk, page O4, in his polite and pious gefleCtion on king

:F 4
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wice or corruption of mind it promotes (n). Such is the
picture 2 modern hiftorian gives us, of the hideous effeétg
of what he terms, the Proteftant fanatici{in (0) efpemally
as it - operated on the Scotifh' reformers, in the reign of
king James (p) ; and on the Presbytenans, and other Pu.
ritans, in the reign of his fuccefior king Charles 1. (@). A
little attention, hOWﬁver, may convinceus, that the charge,
tho’ artfully enough ‘difguifed, is not mamly Ievelled 2
gamﬁ any do&rme or praltice, peculiar to dlﬁ"enters, pes
culiar to Ploteﬁ%nts‘., or even peculiar to Chriftians : but
againft that firft and great command of nature’s law,
¢ Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart,
“ and foul, and mind, and ﬂrength i "An open attack on
'that precept, muft have alarmed the rehglous princxple, to
a vigorous felf-defence. But by blending together, in ong
common defcrlptlon, the oppofite properties and effects,
of rational devotion, and of enthufiaftic fervour ; there was
room to hope, ‘that the unthinking reader, mlght ap-
Ply to rational devotxon , the reproach due only to en thuﬁ-
aftic fervour, Let us, however, ftrip fmm his 1nﬁnuat1...
ons of the evil tendency of devotion, the ornaments of elo-
quence and foplnﬁry and the naked argument will a«
‘mnount to ne more than this ; % Enthuﬁaf‘m, falle rehglon,
* and wrong notions of God, prc:moted in times of public
g conful" on, every vice and corruption of mind ; therefore
.¢¢ the {'pec:les of dcvotmn, moft fmtable to the fupreme Be-
#¢ ing, and mofl agreeable to reafon, fubverts every rea-
& I'on:;]ale Prl.}’l?lpl? of gcgndué}i andl behaviour, T he ef-

James;  He.regarded that poﬁure (kneehn[f at the facrameng)
“ as the- moft refpeﬁful becaufe the mo uneafy ' With
what adnurable propriety and decorum does fo genteel a wrlter,
find fault, page 9th, with the ruftic feverlty of the Scoufh cle
gy to king James ! |
(n) Hume’s hift. vol.1, p. 303 (o) Ib, p.6o. (p) Iks’
‘g 629__ (q) Ib. P 303;‘ "o Co b 1
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¢ felts' of falthood, have been pernicious : therefore, the
‘,‘ effedts of the reverfe of falthood, are alfo pernicious.”

~ But all is not fanatwlfm, which - fome men ftile fo.. And,
there was much of true religion, as well, as much of falfe
rel:glon, in that period.. T'o_that period, therefore, I ap-
peal, asa proof of the happy eﬁ'e&s of the religious principle,
on the temper and conduct of a nation. My evidence
is no other than the hiftorian himfelf; {peaking of thg
Englith-in the reign of King Charles I. (r). - Never was
¢ there a people, "lefs porfupted by vice, and more alted
¢« by principle, than the Englith, during that period: ne-
¢ ver did the nation poﬂ"efs more ¢apacity, maore ceurage,
¢ more’ public fpirit, more difinterefted zeal.,” It is
true,. the elegant writer’s antipathy to Proteffant fanati-
cifm awakes in the next {entence, where he tells us, ¢ The
¢ infufion of one ingredient in too large a proportion,
#¢ had corrupted all thefe noble principles, and perverted
% them into -the moft virulent poifon.” But, inftead of
fupportmg this dreadful charge, he kindly fupphes us,
awith fafts, _f'ufﬁc;ent to invalidate it. * To determine,
¢ (fays he,) his choice, in the approaching contefls,
#¢ every man hearkened thh avidity to the reafons pro-
¢ pofed on both fides.” And in another place (t),
¢ Ficree Lowever and mﬂamed as were the difpofitions of
“ men, by a war both civil and religious, that great de-
< {troyer of humanity. : all the events of this period are -
£¢ lefs- dlﬁmgulfned by atrocious deeds either of treache-
¢ ry or of cruelty, than were ever any inteftine difor-
¢ ders, which had fo long a continpnance. A circumftance,
¢ ~which, if duly ‘WEIghEd,!WIH be found to imply great
g pralf'e of the natwnal chara&er of that people, now (o
pe unhappxly rous’d to arms.”. The enemies of rehglop.
muﬁ be 1mmoderately fcepncal, if they queftion- thefg

"(r) HumeshxﬁorY: vol. I, P 350, (s) Tbid, (£ 1bid. p: 443

b
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falts, after the teftimony of fo penetrating an obferver,
and, in a caufe too, where every motive would have led
him to be filent, had hot the force of truth extorted the
confeffion. It muft then be allowed, that in ari age, more,
ecelebrated for piety and devotlon, than any f‘ucegedmg pe-
riad has been : a candid 1mpa_rual. regard to evidence, and”
a gentle humane {pjrit, prevailed in' the nation, -when
under circumftances, which ufhally deftroy thefe’ amiable
wirtues. A fa&, which, if duly weighed, will be found to
tmply great praife of that religious principle, which, in
fo unfavourable a feafon, could - produce - fo abundantly
fuch lovely fruits, and mitigate the ferocity of a nation,
then fo unhappily rous’d to arms. It might have been
expelted, that thefe frujts of Proteftant fanauclﬁn would
have procured it a mxlder cenfure (u), '

(n) After the uncommon freedom, with which Mr Hume
fias infulted the religion of his country, both in his .eflays
and hiftery: I am ftruck with furprize at his encomium on
Queen: Elifabeth. Hiflory, page 8. ¥ That rénowned' prin-

¢ cefs, whofe good tafte gave her a fenfe of order and decor
t" ° rum, and whofe found Judgment taught her te abhor inno-
¢ vations, endeavoured by a fteady feverity to. cnrb this obe=
._“ ftinate enthufiafin, which,. from .the beginning, lpok’d with

an evil afpeét both on the church and monarchy.. By

€ an a& of parliament in 15973, all perfons above the age

€ of 16, who were abfent from church a month, or who,
o by wnrd or writing, declared their fentiments agamft thc

¢ eftablifhed religion, were to be 1mpr1foned till they made an
#¢ open declaration of their conformity.” Would it-evidence
found judgment in our government, to curb the growth of ins
fidelity by a like {fteady feverity ? does cur anthor long to fuf-
fer perfecution in the caufe of frepticifm ? or fecure that our
prefent rulers will not adopt thefe intolerant prmmples : does
he intend them as a dire&ory for more favourable’ times, when
a religion may happen to be eftablithed, whofe genius wﬂl
admit of defending itfelf, and annoying its enemies, by callmg
in the aid of the fecular power ? what account can be given of
the manper in which our hiftorian has varnifhed not only the
fuperltitions, but the crueltics of the church of Rome? or, of
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Old cavils may be repeated in a new drefs. But aftez
all, my brethren, religion will ftill appear to the fair and
candid- enquirer, the beft and f{urelt friend of {ocial hap-
pines. A virfuous edueat'ion, a regard to chara&er, or
the fword of the magiftrate, may reftrain outward adts
of wickedne(s . but the gofpel of Chrift, accompanied
by the inflience of his grace, does meore; it reforms
the heart, and gradually weakens thefe evil inclinations,
from which outward diforders flow. Other ptinciples,
‘may produce occafional adls,.that leok like ¥irtue: bug
'Chriftianity only; can infpire men with an uniform love
o their duty, and render .them {tedfaft and unmoveable,
always abounding in every good thought, word and work.
But the infpiring all ranks, with a fpirit fuited to
their various fations; is not the only way, in which righ-
teoufnefs exalteth a nation..” "The feeming tendencies of
: things may be defeated, and providence may o over-rule
| events, that their confequences may prove vaftly different
_ from probable appearances. The race is not always to
the fiift, nor the battle to the firong; nor favour to men
of skill, nor bread to men of underftanding, ‘but time and
chance happen to all men (v). The wifeft, know, bur
in part, and have fometimes ftumbled into the groflelt
{olecifms. Politictans of the quickeft forefight may™ yet
be over-reached. The beft ftate phyficians may preferibe
amifs, .or apply improper remedies, and thus mcreafz,
rather thati abate the difeafes of a ftate.  God can de-
firoy the wifdom - of the wife, apd bring to nought the.
tindgrﬂanding of the prudent (\n:'). He can caunfe their
fagacity and penetration faddenly to forfake them, and

what he fays, of archbifhop Laud, p. 200. ¢ He was in this
“ refpe& happy, that all his enemies were alfo declared ene-
* mies to loyalty and true piety, and that every éxercife of
¢¢ his revenge ‘by that ‘means becaine a merit and a virtue,”

(v) Ecclell ix. 11.  (w) £ Cor. i. 19,
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that in circumftances, when they, and the public néécf@ci
them moft. Permit me, therefore, tho’ my fubjeft does”
Jn'ot lead me to confider it at }arge, to remind, you of ano-

ther way ir; which religion promotes the peate and pro~
fpérity of nations. It fecures to us the faveur and pro-
teftion of that God, who doth according to his will, in

fhe armies of heaven, and dmong the inhabitants of the

earth (x). Here, wifdom, and riches, annd honour, and.

firength, are of no avail. The LORD delighteth not in

the ftrength of thqﬁorﬁe : he taketh not pleafure in the
legs of a man. The LORD taketh pleafure in themi

that fear him, in thofe that hope In his mercy. He
{flrengthneth to his people the bars of their gates, he"
bleffeth their children within themi. He maketh peace
" in their borders, and filleth them with the fineft of the'
wheat (y). He can caufe their light to arife in obfcurity,
and their darknefs to ~become as the noon da¥y (2). ¥
they lack wifdom, and ask of him, he gives unto them
Iiberﬂly, and upbrai'ds not (a). The wonderful Coun-
fellor (b), leads them, when blind, in a tWay they know
not, and in paths which they have not known (c). Thro*
'the firength .of; the Almiglity, one of them has chafed a
thoufand, a_nc! ten put ten thoufand to flight (d). - Yea,
when their ways pleafe the Lord, he has fometimes made
sven their enemies to be at peace with them (e). .

+ +

 Enough has been faid on th¢ tendeticy of religiof to
promote focial happinefs and national profperity. And
" can we then view, without tender feelings of pain-and
diftrefs, the ignorance and impiety of the greater part.
of our brethren of mankind ? is there the lealt fpark of
patriotifin and benevolence in his breaft, who prefers the

_ .(x) Dan. iv. 3 5-‘ (y) Pf'al':. cxiﬁi, 10,—14. (2) _If'ai'ahl

viii. 0. (a) James i. 5. (b) Ifa, ix. 6. (o) Ifa. xlii. 16.,
(d) Lev. xxvi, 8. Dent. xxxil, 30. Jofh. xxiii, 10. (e) Provy
sivia 7. | '
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low grovelling plgafures of {enfe, to the heavenly delight,
of diffufing through the world, righteoufnefs and peace,
;g:and joy in the holy Ghoft ? ¢an genius; wealth, influence,
Vexample, be exerted .in a more noble and worthy caufe,
‘than the promoting in men juft {fentiments, and pious dif-
- pofitions, and thus 'cortefting their manners, and refor-
- ming their lives 2 'We were born, my brethren, not fot
‘ourfelves, or our families only: but for our friends; for
kour neighbours, for our country, for mankind. And he
s unworthy of life, who lives only to himfelf. But
if generous mdtives move you rnot; if your narrow fouls
' are utterly unaffeéted with the happinefs or miifery of o-
' thers : ‘at leaft, let. me intreat you, for your own fakes,
to {eek the peace -and welfare of -your coiuntry and her co-

E
f
E
i

} lonies, by promoting the knowledge and praftice of reli-
% gion; becaufe in: theit peace and welfare; you alfo fhall

[ ]
" .
-

ik

#have peace. None can plead an entire want of dbility, or
¥ of opportunity; to lend a helping hand to this work. The
{ poor may do.much by their prayers and exaniple; Ma-
| {ters of families may do much, by training up their chil-
| dren in the nirture and admonition of thé Lord. And
¢ as many of our heighbours, and acquaintarices, both in

high; and in low lifé, are fhamefuilly ighoraht even of the

| the firft principles of the ordcles of God, or ftiapidly in- "

attentive ‘to the weight and importance of thofe truths,

. Shich they know: the lending, of giving, to fuch, books

O?
ealculated to.inftruét or alarm, miight be a charity; pros
ductive of. extenfive good (f). |
. L - D

(f) Mahy worthy miniftefs and private Chriftians in Loms¢
:lon, of- different denominations, deeply affected with the grofs’
ignorance of “multitides in this land of gofpel light : form’d.
themfelves into a fociety, Auguft 1750, for promoting religious
knowledge ariong: the poor, by .diftributing bibles and other

‘ufeful books. ‘The: printed accounts of their fuccefs, have

eccafioned the ere@ing a fociéty at Edinbu#gh on a li!‘w:%;‘:’laxﬂx_;L
1t January 1756, - |
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To propagate religion, to places wholly deftitute of
gofpel light, is indeed; a more difficult undertaking. Yet,
even, for this, fufficient funds might be raifed, if every
private Chriftian, would contribute, according as God has
profpered him. |

That all might have accefs thus fo honour God with
their fubftance, a fociety has been ereted among us, many
years ago, for receiving fuch charifies, and employing
them to the beft advantage. 'The propagating genuine
Chriftianity; and promoting loyalty and induftry, in thofe
remote parts of Jcotland; where multitudes are prepared,
by falfe religion, ignorance; or idlenefs, to difturb the pu.
blic peace, is their firft and chief care. For this purpofe,
they have. ere€ted 170 fchools, at which, as appears by
the lateft reports; no lefs than 6659 children, are taught
the principles of reéligion; and fome of them alfo main-
‘tained at the charge of the fociety (g). How important
a fervice this is to the public; I need not fay. "What fitcs
cefs has, thro’ the divine bleffing, attended the catechifts
and fchool-mafters, employed by the fociety in thefe parts,
many of you .in-fome mieafure know: What have been
the happy effeéts of that fuccefs; in lengthning out - our
tranquillity, and in preventing the moft dreadful national
calamities, we cannot fully know, till the myftery of God
is finifhed. Great things; it muft be allowed, have been
done for inftruéting and reforming theHighlands arid iflands
of Scotland, both by the fociety, and by the managers of
the generous annual bounty; given by his majefty for the
fame ends. Yet, much remains uridone, and muft remain
fo, till further contributions, enable the fociety, to carry
on fo glorious a defign, "What bléod and treafure might
have been faved to the nation, had charities been timeoully

(g) Befides thefe 1 70 {chools, the {ociety have two {chools,
one at Lochcarron, and another- at Glenmorifton, for inftruc:
ting children and others, in hufbandry and manufaduress
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given, proportioned, to that needfu], but arduous work.
If, my brethren, we coatinue to wuhhold more than is
meet, it may tend to fomething worfe than poverty. The
men, who by the finiles of heaven, on your charities, might
have become the bulwark and defence of the nation ; may
prove the inftruments, of wrefiing from us, our valuable
liberties, civil and facred, and of entalhng popery and f{la-
very on generations yet unborn.

But the fociety for propagatmg Chriftian knowledge,
have not confined their .pious, and ch*a,rltable endeavours
to our own country. They have extended them alfo, to
the Indians, who border on our North America colonies.
The fuccefs -of their miflionaries, in -thefe dark places of
the earth full of the habitations of cruﬁlty, js a proof
what glorions things might be expefted, from an increafe
. of funds o wifely and ufefully applied : applied, not to

g profelyte men to a party, not to maintain minifters in a
" country, where faithful and able minifters already abound ;

~but, applied to impart the gofpel to- p,laccs, hitherto igno-
rant of" the way of {alvation, . -
It is true, concern for the mtgr.e&s of religion in foreign
parts, has been fheered at by our new Briti(h hiftorian, as
a low and odious bigotry, not to be juftiied by any
maxims of found. politics (h). Had the hiftorian, view-
ed religion, as an.ufelefs, byt fiill as an harmlef*'s and
mnocent thing; the cenfure, though unluﬁ would have
been in charafter. But that a gentleman of campaﬁion
and humanity, fhould feel himf{elf unaffected, when a prin-
ciple, which he apprehends mahgnant, diffufes itfelf thro’
populous kingdoms, is a myftery of fceptlmf'm, which
my reafon, is, as yet, too fhallow to comprehend. 'The
hiftorian, had, I believe, no thoughts of the natives of
‘North America ; his remark being occafioned by the {ym-~

gh“) See Mt Hume’s hiftory, vol. I, pag. 76, 77,85, & 1 50,
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pathy of the Englith with their diftrefled Proteftant bres
thren in Germany and in France. But as fome of his
fage admirers, may pofﬁbly apply it, to attempts for
Chriftianizing the Indians, I hope I may -be permitted
to ask; Is it low and odious bigotry, to wifh the happi-
nefs of all mankind, to grieve for their diftrefles, and
if providence give us opportunity, to contribute to their
velief 2 If mutual charity, {ympathy, and kindnefs are
amiable in individuals : what fhould render them’ ugly
or contemptlble, in the largeft focieties? or, is it low bi-
gotry, to beheve, that the miferies of mankmd would be
leflened, if the humane gentle fpirit of the "gofpel, pre-
vailed among thefe favages, who can fport themfelves with
torturing a difarmed enemy, nay, who can butcher whole
families in cold blood ? Let me further enquire, would it
it be contlary to found pohtxcs, to expend a few thoufand
pounds in proper endeavours, to propagate genuine Chri-
{tianity, among the five Indian nauons, and other nume-
rous and powerful tribes, if this’ expence might fave to
the nation as many millions, in armies and navies, for
prote&iﬁg our colonies from their ambitious and treache-
rous neighbours ? That this 1s the cafe, is more than pro-
bable., None who know the ftate of our North America
colonies can be ignorant, that the French in Canada fpare
neither coft nor pains, to gain over to their intereft the
neutral Indians, and to fednce even thofe Indians, who
are yet in alliance with us (i). If thefe natives were once
united with us in religious fentiments, this would do much,
firmly to attach them to the Britith'intereft. To attempt
this,. by employing a competent number of millionaries
in thefe parts, by building towns for the Indians on the

L

(1) See Mr William Clarke’s obfervations en the French en-
croachments upon the Britith colonies in North America, and
pn the 1n‘1portance of thefc colonies to Great Brltal}l. Bqﬁon
1755. Tlus judicious pamplﬂet is reprinted at London.
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Fontiers of our colonies, and by maintaining minifters and
(choolmafters to inftruct them s would, in all"probability,
be accepted with thankfulnefs, by ‘many of thefe Indians;
and would convince them, that our prof'eﬁions of friend-
thip for them were fincere (j). © And, if we may. judge’
frfom fats, towns of Chriftian natives, would: prove a
firong barrier” to our fettlements, and in a great meafure
intimidate our enemies from ‘encroaching upon them (k).
Though therefore, rehgmus motives were out of the que=
ftion, good ‘policy would determine the true patriot, to

encourage every probable: feheme for the converfion- of
thefe Indmns (l) | "

(i) The Mohawks, and fome other tnbes, have of late dif-
covered an earneft thlrﬂ: after;knowledge, and a ftrong difpo-
fition to hearken to inftruftion: ‘The Indian {chool ereéted at
. Stockbridge, was {o much approved by the natives, far and
* near, that the French, to prevent their Indians from repairing
to it for mﬁru&mn, were obliged to fet up a {chool at Canada
on a fimilar plan. - See Mr Hopkins’s hiftorical meroirs rela-
ting to the Houfatunnuk Indians. Bolton 1753.,p. 175, 170.

(k) Stockbridge is more-expofed to the Canada Indians than -
any other place whatever ; and yet in the laft war, the encmy
turned off eaft to Conne&ncut river, and weft to the Dutch
fettlements, where they did much mifchief, while Stockbridge,
though rnore expofed was not molefted, A fmall number of
Chriffian Tndians dwelt there. .. The enemy knew, .that they
were our faft and hearty fnends, and cared not to come within
their reach. Hopkins’s memoirs, p. 166, 167. |

(I) The late prince of Wales, who well underﬁood the ftate
.of our colonies, and their importance to Great Britain, was
greatly pleafed to hear, of the attempts to Chriftianize the
Houfatunnuk and Mohawk Indians : and, befides 2 very hand- °
fome gratuity for’ encouraging the Stockbridge fchool,” readily
offered an annual bounty, out of his owa revenue, for thefe
pious purpofes. = I learn thefe fa&s, from fermons publithed
. by Mefl** Prince and Mather, on occafion of the death of that
excellent prince. He was taken, from a nation, which was
‘not worthy ‘of him.. To Britain and her colonies, the lofs'is

inexpreflible, I\Iay the offﬂprmg of hisroyal highnéfs, in fome.
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Hithefrto, 1 have folicited your charity, from regard to
‘ghe civil interefts of the nation. But, I hope, I {peak to
many, who know and confider the value of an immortal
foul, and who efteem Chrift and his gofpel the beft of
bleflings. And can you behold multitudes of fouls, in
imminent danger of eternal deftruction, and neot liften ta
the cry of their needs? feemeth it to you a great thing,
to beftow a little of your fuperfluous wealth, for that
end, for which, the Son of God, thought it not too
much, to bleed and to die? To. refcue mankind from
the bondage of fin and Satan, is an undertaking truly
generous and heroic : and it is impoflible, to do them
any other fervice, which can equal this. Brethren, if
any do err from the truth, and one convert him; let
him know, that he, which converteth the finner from
the error of his way, fhall fave a foul from death, and
thall cover a multitude of fins (m). And, can you re-
fufe a charity, the joyful effefts of which, may be felt
by your perithing brother, thro’ endlefs ages? Can. you
fpend your money on the elegancies of life ? can you,
without grudging, fquander it away on vanities and
trifles? and, have you none to fpare, for the fervice of
him, who tho’ he was rich, for your fakes became paor,
that ye thro’ his poverty, might be made rich? Dare
you prefume, to pray daily, that Chrift’s kingdom may
come: while yet ye have no heart, to exert yourfelves,
.in the {fmalleft degree, for the advancement of that king-
dom? by pleading that God’s name may be hallowed,
- o you mean to be excufed, from hallowing it yourfelves

- '

meafure, compenfate it, by inheriting his amiable difpofitions !
May all ranks, ‘hearken with reverence, to the voice of pro-
vidence, in that melancholy event, and in fucceedmg warnjngs !
and may we turn to him, who in {o alarming a manner has
threatened to {mite us, that he may turn from the fiercenefs of
his anger, and think upon us, that we pf:nfh not }

(m) jamgs v, 19,20,
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to be excufed, from honouring God with your fubftance,

and with the firft fruits of your increafe? Shall Jefunites
compafs fee and land, and {pare neither money nor la~
bour, to profelyte men to idolatry and fuperftition : and,
fhall the zeal, the a&tivity, the liberality, of thofe who pro-
fefs the pure gofpel of Chrift, fall fhort of theirs? If
we .are -backward, to. impart. to: others, the means of
grace: may not God, in righteous difpleafure, deprive
us of them; or by withdrawing from them the influences
of his Spirit, permit them, to become to us, a favour of
death unto death?

The image of God was the glory of man in his pri-
mitive ftate: and a begun refemblance to.the Son of’
Ged is the glory of the Chriftian. God would have all
. men to be faved, and to comne to the knowledge . of the
truth (n). Is, then, indifference, whethér others are
etcrnaaly happy or eternally miferable, any part of his
{image ? Jefus came to feek and to fave that which is loft2
‘and, dre.we fellow-workers with him, if we forbear to
'del:ver them that are drawn unto death, and them that
are ready to be {lain ? |

Tell me,.ye, who are now got to the upper world,
did your employing part of your fubftance for thefe kind
and charitable purpofes, darken your evidences for hea-
ven, and fill youwith terror and remorfe, when walking
thro’ the valley and fhadow of death ? or, are you afraid,
left it fhould prove to you . a grief and offence of heart,-
in that important day, when they that be wife, fhall
fhine as'the brightnefs -of. the firmament, and they that,-
turn many to righteoufhefs, as the ftars for ever and
ever (0)? when  Chrift appears, will thef¢ have: confic
dence, and not be afhamed before him at his comings -
who, tho’ they had fair opportunities, declined ‘1o de
any thing, for. advancing his kingdom : 2 -

X? 1 Tit & 4. (o) Dar. xii, 3.
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Art thou;my friend, rich and honourable? Thy riches
and honour ‘come from God.- And, does not gratitude,
does not juftice require, that of his own thou fhouldft give
him ? . To thee much has been given: and of thee, there-
fore, much fhall be required.” Death will ere long ftrip
thee of every outward diftinétion, and fummeon thee to
give an account of thy ftewardthip.. He, who gave thee
thy talents, will reckon with thee for every one of them (pY.

And, if thou abufe them, or if thou hideft them in a nap-

km, will that prepare. thee, for giving in thy accounts, ‘with
Joy, and not with grief?

Haft thou no rieed of the blefling ‘'of God, on thy eﬁatc
and fubftance? thinkeft thou, to obtain that blefling; by
refufing to employ them for the purpofes, for whiech: the
Lord of all things, granted them to'thee? or, art thou a-
fraid, left if thou lend unto Goéd, it fhall rot be repaid
thee again? Was this indeed the cafe,: and hadft thou no-
thing moré ro expeét from God: yet how bafe ‘the ingra-
titude, to refufe a little 'to him, who has. given thee aM
things richly to enjoy !  But know,- that here-the calls of
intereft, and the calls of gratitude, are precilely the fame.
Whatfoever good thing any man doth,the {ame {hall_he re-
ceive of the Lord, whether -he. be bond or free -£q); °
under the gofpel, worldly profperity. is not fo- abfolutely ers
tail’d upon goodnefs, as it was under . the Sindt covenant :
vyet to thofe, who improve their talents, in the fervice,.and
for the glory of God ; fo much even of worldly profperi-
ty-is fecured, as conﬁﬂs with their beft and higheft inte-
reft : and, more than that, would be. 2 curfe, rather than
a blefing. But, .if thou art -not recompenfed in - this
woﬂd doubtlefs; thou f{halt be recompenfed at:the refur-
re&:m\l of the juft (r). None of your fubftance, my
: brethr%]; is laid out to fuch advantage; as what you libe-

rally contribute for charxtable purpofes, It 1s thus ye may

(E) Matth, xxv, 19, (q) Eph. vi. 8 (r) Luke Xwv. 14a"
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ihdke te yourfelves friends with the mammon of unrighte-
oufnefs, which, when ye fail; (hall receive you; into ever-
lafting habitations ({). It is thus, ye may lay up treafures
in heaven, where neither moth, nor ruft can corrupt, nor
thieves break thro’ and fteal. For tho’ the heavenly re-
ward is given, not f'or our righteouifihnefs; but for the
merits of Chrift: yef, it is given, in degrees proportion-
able to our good works., What ye now fow, ye fhall
feap in andther world (t). He that foweth fparingly,
fhall reap alfo fparirigly : and he that foweth bountifully,
fhall reap alfo bouniifully (u). ‘The liberal foul fhall then
be miade fit, ahd he that watereth, fhall be watered him-
felf (v). Give, and it fhall then be given, good meafures
prefled down, fhaken together and running- over. Caft

your bread upon the waters; ahd ye fhall ind it after .

 fnany days (w). And, what you give, give freely and

theerfully, not grudgmgly, and as of neceﬁity, for God
ioveth a cheerful Giver.

() Like xvi. o, () Gal.vi. 7. (1) z Cor. ix. 6. (v} Prov.
%1, 25, (w) Eclef. x:.
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. THE PRESENT

STATE

OF THE

SOCI’ETYm SCOTLAND

FOR PROPAGATING

%‘QHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE

- -

NHE Society in -Scotland for propagating Chriftian
I knowledge took its rife about the year 1700.—A
- few private gentlemen laid the foundation of it at
Edinburgh, with a defign to propagate the knowledge of
Chriftianjty thro’ the remote corners of the Highlands of
Scotland. S : -
After thefe gentlemen had procured fubfcriptions to the
extent of L. 1ooo Sterling, they obtained from her Ma-
Jefty queen Ann, a proclamation, recommending the de-
fign: to all. her fubjeéts ; and foon after, her royal letters
patent, erelting the {"L;b{’_cribefrs into a fociety, or body
corporate, t0. be ever after defigned, e fociety in Stotland
Jor. propagating Chrfﬂidn knowledge ; and granting unto
thém full power to receive fubﬁ:rﬁpﬁohs,{ “mortificatiotls,
donations, legacies, fums of monéy, -lands, gaods and |
gear; and therewith to ereft and maintain fehools, to .
teach to read, efpecially the holy fcriptures, and other pi-
ous books ; "as alfo to teach writing, afithmetic, apdfpg@t |
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like degrees of knowledge iIn the Highlands, ;ﬂands, and
yemote corners of Scotland, and in other parts therein-
mentioned ; and to ufe fuch means for inftruéting the
people in the Chr1ﬁ1an refbrmed Proteftant religion, as
may be competent, §5¢. ‘ - :

In conﬁquence 6fithis patent, whick bears datethe 25th
of May '1 709, the“-ﬁr[t normnatlon**ef members wag
- rmade by the lord prefident and judges of the court of fef-
fion, out of the lift of prrgmel ~{fubfcribers. And fince
that time rules of management have been framed o ful)
¢nd compleat, ‘that-now there is no part. of -them buﬁne{%
without  ifs ‘proper anﬁ;nown regulation; "

‘When this fociety was firf} ere&ed the condition of the

inhabitants of thé Highlands was® ‘vety forlorn. Igno-
rance, idlenefs and barbarity. prevailed almoft every where :
few attempts had beern made to reform thems fome hdd
been made even to make them worfe.—-——-James VI hacl
done ﬁamewhat to. make the H;ghlanders more tame and

gentle - he had ere&ed fome new royal burghs ameng
them- he hed alfo made very fevere ftatutes againft
the clans; ; but thefe ﬁatutes cbuld not be carned intq
execution. Ghanes T. Went riiore round}y to’ ﬁvork*

he pro{bnbed a whole clan at once; ﬁ:ippreff'ed the * name,
and. qbliged them. yearly to appear before his councﬂ ‘and
find caution. But Gharles Il’ had' ‘other f'ervice -for
them: he made thof'e fierce and f‘a,vage clans filt ﬁercer
and more favage, and wheted ‘their appeuté for plunder
and. rapine by the mfamous meafuré of the Hrghland hoft.
e Durmg the reign of James VII Popery’ began: tc:
fourifh :— the pneﬁs appeared in ‘their hablts at "W hite:
hall, and the king went pubhcly to mafs. If ‘thefe
thmgb were done -at court, in the face of the fun and Of the
nation,. there can be no wonder th'u: in~ other and remorte
places of the country the utmoft ddigence was ufed’ to ‘make

Inepn converts to his majefty’s religion,” Popel‘y Tlns

* The name of M:Gregor.
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wras the cafe in Scotland, particularly in the Highlands —

and it appears more than priﬁbabis that meé_,'ftétgs',k:gépgt_g;
ken once more to have enforced other arguments ‘with that
of a_ Catholic Highland. hoft s~ but, thank God, thefe

o

meafures proved abortive, and only ferved to I}la:ﬁ‘en for-

ward the glorious revolution, ;. .. e .
. The revolution game; and with itf;:zime mqng Lfafi": ‘ma-"
ny . rich bleflings to Britain in, gggeral, anQ to chﬂand and

h

the Highlands of Scotland in E%rtiéﬁlélr,__;_; But itis hard

L]
*

to cure old prejudicessi—mhard.is it fo root out old opt-
nions.and, praices, tho?, big with folly and biraity.
At the'time; of the. revolgtion,; the Highlanders were

; many Oﬁthemf'fgn,k in-the %qqeﬁ tenets, of Popery_ or P?f.-:

r .
-~ [ ¥

u
. 1

 ganifin :—— their clanghips, .- their perfonal fervices, were

thard and-flavifh to the higheft degree ;— their chiefs were
:‘:w rbarous and Iyrangiqal,.:no'tl lamqnable, to Jﬁ{hc':_..... '[he_lr

} ivaterand perfonal fends were uncxsinguifhed :— in TOr

1.

82 ftate more unhappy could fcarce, be imagined; and yet
8 it has. ini fact. already required a.{pace. of ‘i:iea,r'ygﬂj]_t?éﬁ;
 with the repeated endeavours of the_king and parligment,
| and of’ this. {ociety, to:conyvinge, them thf}‘f..wf:’e“}’ was 1o
 be preferred ‘to_ flavery,: induffry, to idlencfs, truc Chiiz
- ftianity tc_sHeath‘enifm;p.t‘-...fpp._t;fy..,, et e L "
.."The. rebellion. 1.7 5 Wwas. 2. daring at;e__;pgt} | by thefe
unhappy men, to bring .the nation back to its. former: fi-
fefyi . But the attempt fail’d,——The rehellion 1745
was- fll -ore infolent, and: from concuriing. . caufes ads
vaiiced tq .greater .hp:iglit._;*:hqt;ig: alfo mifcarried, and the
nation- reformed her former quigt.—— Both, @hg@ attempts
tained ‘the  attention of - the legiflature towards ,_tl_lékl;l'igti:
lainds of Scotland, as they fhewed the necefliry of reformae
tion, coft whar-it would,—The confequence has been, that
(everal laws have been enacted favourable to. theim fb'cybf):tr_i

expreflion :—Such, in particular,. is the -at.for abolifhing
herctable jgrifdi}&ions—-iﬁpli altering. the tepure by wards=

e e L .
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and for annexing’ certain nghland eftates to his: majeﬁy
and his heirs unalienably.,

By this laft mentioned a&k, the rents and profits of
the eftates annezged are to be applied in civilizinig the in,
habuants, in promoting among them the Proteffant - reli-
gion, good government, induftry and manufa&ures, to-
gether with pnnmples of duty and attachment to his ma-
Jefty king George, and the ﬁJcceﬁ' ion in his famﬂy —And
as one great inconvenience complained of in the High-
lands, was the wide extent of parifhes,—fome ~of ‘which
were thirty ﬁve miles in 1ength, and twenty five in
breadth ; theref'ore by the fid: adt, it is: provided, that
fuch parlfhes be divided and new churches ére@ed in
them with “proper ftipends to the paftors —Nay more,
his majefty, by the faid a&, is impowered to ere& fShools
for inftruting the youth in reading and. writing . the
Englith language, and in the feveral branches ‘of mana-
faCture and agriculture. Thefe are the methods pro-
Yofed by the leglﬂature of Great Britain, for reformas,
tion of the nghl'ands of Scotland :——and they are the
very method propoféd and followed by the fociety : and,
to every impartial and unpre_}udlfed mind, they will per-
haps appear the only methods adequate to the deﬁgn.-—-—-*
Men muft have right prmcxples to aft from, or they ‘will
alt from bad ones ~—This holds remarkably in the High-
lands, where, if we are not careful to make the inhabitants
srood Prote{’cants, the church of Rome will take care to
make and keep them good Papifts.—If this fociety is not
careful to make them - the one, the Propaganda at Rome
will take care to make them the other.—~So long as there
is e1ther Pope or Pretender, o long will the i1nhabitants
of the nghlands of' Scotland be liable to become a prey

to their cunning. and artful infinuations,
- 'The method followed by the ' fociety to prevent thel'e.

dangerous coni“equcnccs, is that of ere&mg pubhc fchoolg
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in the different corners. of the Highlands and iflands, un-
der the infpection of the feveral prefbyteries where they

Lare ﬁtuate, who tranﬁmt annually a report to the fociety
“anent the ftate of them. The qualifications of the fe-
veral fchoolmafters muft be certified on trial as follows,
viz; That the candldate i5.2a perf’on well known to the
prelbytery, of whofe piety, loyalty and priudence they are
fatisfied ; that he underftands the principles of the Prote-
fiant religion, writing and arithmetic ; that they judge him
well affeted to the prefent government, and in every re-
fpe& quahﬁe.d for the oﬂice of f&hoolma(tet. Their
“duty is to inftrud their fcholars in the prmcnples of the

; Chnfhan ref'ormed rehgmn---to dlrc& their morals, and to

 train them up in the focial Virfues—to teach them writing
and orthography, arxthmctm and church-mufi IS, but no

'Latm--to repart thofe who are abfent, to the vifi tors—£o

tranﬁmt llfts of their ﬁ:holars names dhnually, with the
time of theu' entry, the time of‘ théir departure, and

1 and to take care that the.{cholars attend
| pubhc worfhip on the Lord’s. dai: ~—They are likewife to
 teach their fcholars to tranflate theIrith langtiage into En-
' glith, and to fpeak the Enghfh ~—They are not allowed to
{erve by a fubflitute, nor then' fchools to vaik more than
2o days; and no falary is pald to them without proper
certificates of. their fervice, and reports made by the vifi-
' tors.—If thefe are mnade; the falanes are pmd twice in the
year..

The number of I'E:hools preféntly kept up, and main-
tained by. the fociety, is no lefs than 190 at which
are educated no fewer than 6659=-children of both fexes.
——Many of thefe fehools are fituated in the moft diftant
and lonely corners of the continent——and fome of them
in the moft folitary iflands of the fea, where otherwife‘in
all probability the rays of the Sun of righteoufhefs would

B
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would never have reached.—=«And in placing ther, the
fociety are particularly careful not to fettle too near any
‘parochial fchools, but rather to ddfemmate anid fpread them
as far and as wide as pofﬁbfe ~This fociety has fub-
fifted for no mote than 46 years, and yet, atthe foweft
computation one can make, it has been the means of ins
firuting as many thoufands’ of' poor helplefs children in
the knowledge of Chriftianity.s Sure a deﬁgn fuch as thrg

deferves to be encouraged. -
It has been one principal care of the f'ocwty 10 introduce

:among the Highlanders a knowledge of the Englith lan-
guage, to fit them for underftanding and being underﬁood:
"by the reft of the world—-Wlthout this' the means of in-
troducing other branches of knowlecfge among theri be«
.hoved to be expenfive and few.
ted in their language are Popifh books, prmted at Romé,

The only books' prine

or under the direftion of the Scotch college at France-—-*-
and the reading thefe bodks is certainly no promifing way
of turning them Proteftants. And tho” this fociety has

‘fornetlmes caufed print and diftribite among them books
in that language, butof a different tertdency, yet it is theie
opinion. - that the Irith language ought to be 4s expeditis

oufly and mtxrely rooted out as poffible’s nor have" they
been flack or fparing in the ufe of any h:xeans m thezr poWer
for gaining this defirable end. ‘

Perhaps. there is no better method of dlre&mg the friends
of Chriftianity and of the preferit ‘governmierit'in the rlght
way of reforming the Highlands of Scotlanrd, thart by cors
fidering the méthods which the enemies of both have f'ol-
lowed to ruin them.——If it is-their method caref'uﬂy td
preferve the fpirit of clanfhip, licentioufrrefs and rapme,
with the other like methods of continuing a nation bar-
barous i it ought to be our aim to introduce among them
a, fpmt of liberty, induftry and honefty; and the” othei
meek arts of peace and good ‘government.~——If it hds

)
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bcén their meéthod:to Keep the nghlanders ﬁrmly attaclleci
to a Pop:lh prince as their kitg, arid td the Pope of Rome

sis their faviour 3 it ought to bé our éndeavour to difen
iatigle them from both. In fhort, whatever metHods they

fblloi{r on the one hand, it is our duty to follow the re-
verfe method’ upon the other .——And certainly we ought
to0 be it fome pa..ns to wipe oﬁ' thé' old reproach, That

Mmen are af. gi'eatér palﬁs to propagate a f‘alf'e religion than
ﬁ true.i o
~ It the yeai 1 738, '‘the f'oc1ety appllecl tb his prefent gra-
OIJS Majeﬂ:y for a fecond. patent,’ in order to énable themy
20 maktc fome Fttenipts to root out thdt idlerfefs and f'a]fe
tafte of liberty fo prevalent zrmong the H:ghlanders. Th1$
patent: they obtained in the termis followingy viz.

' % GEordxrj by the grace of God,.King of Great Brltam,
i France ‘and Ireland, defender of the faith foxafmuch-
“ asi we takmg irito odr royal confideration, that her Iate |
¢ Majefty quetn Anné; of ‘blefled- miemoty, did, upori;”
¢ethé narfative of ‘the charitable inclindtions of many of'
< Her ﬁibje&s, for raiﬁng i voluntary contrlbunon, to=
¢ wards ‘the-firther promotmg Ghrlfhan knowledge, ancl
¢l increafe of piety and - virtue ‘i - Scotland by heq

« letters petent-* bearmg date at Sr Jarﬁes s, the 25th da_v

aaaaa

t the faid eomnbuters to be a legal fociety and corporas
% tlon, by the namié of The “[ossicey in Scotland for pro-
£t pdgmmg Chyifeidn knitwledge ;  with power to thérn tg
% receive ﬁnbféreptlons, to érel¥ and maintdin ﬁ:hOOIS to
 teach 'to“tead;: efpecially  the ‘hdly fcrlptures s ds’ alfb,
 to- téach -writihg, drithmetic; dhd" futh like degrees of
“ knowledge ds mlgﬁt be compctent,; ds il the faid Iettersh
patent, cofiedinig divers other claufes, at miore length
“ js fet forth: AR we takiiig- likewif€ irito confidération,
the: petitioit: of tlié fid féc1ety for propagatmg Chriftian
¢ knowledge; in: their anniverfary general court, held at
‘¢ Edinburgh, upoix Thurfday the 7th of January laft,

®
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¢ fetting forth the faid letters patent ; and that itis found
by experience, that the breeding up of yeung people ta.
« handy-labour, trades and manufaures, together- with
A learmng toread and write, will be of great benefit, not
“ only to thefe young people, but likewife to the nation:
*“ in general, and better anfwer the inclinations of the
¢ contributers, for promoting piety and virtue ; that the
« forefaid fociety are, by their faid original patent, des.
“ clared able and capabfe, in law, to purchafe and enjoy,
lands, tenements, rents, and other privileges and jurif=
di¢tions in fee and perpetuity, not exceedmg the yearly,
value of L. 2c00 Sterling; but it may be doubted,
whether, by -the faid patent, they have power ‘to felk
and difpofe of lands once purchafed’: the faid f'omety
therefore humbly prayed, we would be pleafed, not
only to ratify and perpetually confirm the forefaic
letters patent, for the -ends therem mentioned, but al{o:
further to impower and authorife the faid fociety, by
all Tawful means, and according to rules by them to be:
¢ eftablifhed in that behalf, over and above the purpofes.
“ of their original patent, to:caufe fuch of the children, as:
¢ they fhall think fir, to ‘be inftrufted, and bred up to-
ce husbandry and houfewifery, or in trades and manufic-:
“ tures, or in fuch like manual. occupations as the fociety~
¢ fhall think proper, and that in fuch places, and in fuch:
““ manner, as the fociety, or their diretors, fhall think:
¢ the moft pradticable and expedient; and further, to:
¢ impower the faid fociety, to &Il and difpofe of fuch:
¢ lands, tenements, -rents, privileges,. and - jurifdi®tions;’
¢ as they already have, or fhall hereafter purclaaﬁ:, {o often
¢ as they fhall judge the fame expedient, -and for the in-’
tereft of the fociety. - Therefore we; from an earneft!
defire for promoting the. good of our fubjeCts, in alf:

parts of our dominions, ordain letters patent to be madc‘
£¢

¢ and paft under the feal appemted by the treaty of unw.n ,

* . .
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& to be kept and made ufe of in Scotland, in place of
«. the great feal of Scotland, containing our ra'tiﬁcation, |
¢ and perpetual confirmation, of the forefaid letters patent,’
% for the ends .and purpof’es therein mentioned ; and alfo,-
¢ our full power and ‘authority to the. fid foclety, by all
% lawful - means, and according to rules by them to be
¢ eftablifhed in that behalf, .over and above ‘the purpofee
 of their original patent, to caufe fiich of the children, as
¢ they fhall think fit, to be inftru&ed, and bred up to
“ husbandry and houfewifery, or in trades and manufac-
¢ tures, or‘in {uch like manual occupations as the fociety
¢ fhall think proper, and that in fuch places, and in fuch:
 manner, as the fociety, or their diretors for the time
¢ being, fhall think the moft pra&icable and expedient 3
“ and containing likewife our full.powers to the faid fo-
¢« cietyy to fell and difpofe of fuch lands, tenements, rents,
% privileges and jurifdi€tions, as they already have, or fhall
% ‘hercafter purchafe, asoften as they fhall judge the fame’
. ‘expedient, and for theinterelt of the fociety ; provided
“ always, that fuch fale or difpofal of the forefaid lands,
¢ tenements, and others, fhall have the confent and ap-
¢ probation of our trufty and wellbeloved; the lords ju-
¢ ftice-general, prefident. of the court of feffion, chief
“ baron of the court of exchequer, juftice clerk, our advo-
¢ .cate, and folicitor for the time being, or any three of
¢ them, &c. In teftimony whereof, we have ordained our
< feal, appointed, by the treaty of union, to be kept and
¢ ufed in place of the great feal of Scotland, to be hereto
“ appended. At our court at Kenfington, the 6th day of |
¢ June 1738, and of our reign the 11th year.”

Upon obtdining this fecond patent, the fociety, by ad-
vice of fome perfons skilled in agriculture, erg@ted afchool
in the parifh of Callendar, for teaching rhat happy art.——
They were encouraged to do the like with regard'to-ma- .
pafattures, in feveral other places, by fome perfons of di.
ﬂm&mn who tock the faid fchools undey thexr ;rnmedlatc:
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care and 1nfpe€tmn and alfo by that laudable: fpirit -of
ereéhng work- houf’es, Wthh of late, has become fo ger.
neral and prevailing : with whxch good deﬁgns the fociety

has.not failed to concur, by appointing proper falagies for
mafters and teachers in fuch work-houfes, as -has already.- .

been done 1n the Orphan-Hofpnal, gnd Poor-houﬁ: at:
Edmburgh and in the Poor-houfe at Dalkeith.

The fomety, {ome time ago, gave a commlfﬁon and [21...
lary to a fi:hoolmaﬁer for manufaltures at Craig, near
Montrofe . and have alf'o concluded a bargam for build«
ing a ﬁ:hocl-houf'e at the town of Invernefs, where, be-
€ides readmg and writing, the {cholars -are - to. be taught
different. kmd:, of mqnuﬁl&m*e.-——-The fchool—houfe WIlI
cofl the {‘ocwty L. 516 Sterhng Thzs they have been cna-
bled to do by a {pecial mortlﬁcatlon made by John Raimng
| m Norwmh merchant, deceafed |

At Lochcarron, one of the colonies, for* prqmotmg lthcﬂ
finen manufaéture, fixed on by the tm{’cees, the fomety-
thave alfo endeavoyred to pufh the purpofes of their fecond
patent. ~Befides a fchoolrnaﬁer they have fettled €O
fiderable yearly falarles on a. black-ﬁmth, a {he.emaker, a
cart-wrighn and a plow-man, who are to be emp]oyed by
them for five years.—The plowman is to inftruct,. grezns', "
all that offer themf'elves . and the others are. obllgecl to iny
firut a number of appr entlces, and ‘to give maintenance
at bcd and board to them, if the fomety finds that cxped1-=
gnt, at a reafonable rate, tQ be paid by the fociety. © . *

Upon-the {ame plan have they. proceeded, with. regard'
t0 a new fa&ory erected by the truftees at Glenmorifton,—
" "The 1gnorance and irreligion that prevallea among the 1n- |
habitants of that country, was amazmg.-——-Rehgmn they
had none, except Popery ; and, of..one thoufand perfons;
by whom the glen was mhat:nted not “above 40 could fo
muchasread a coL e .
. They had no fchoals, nor other mean of. 1nﬂru&10n what-
gver, except. fomc Popith prielts, whofe bufine(s it’ ‘was e
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gorrupt thieir minds mdre. and mere, both as to” eivil- and
religious_principles:————The cor,t{'equence was;: that, ; to
‘a man, they were all engaged in the rebellion I745ywmim—
Here, therefore, the fociety judged was a_ fit-place to make.
an. attempt ;. and as the truflees had planted gne of theur
fa&ones at it, the fociety.thopght it their duty to- affilk =
and, befides a fchoolmafter, to .whom they gave a fuit-"
able falary, they: have alfo glven 'falaries ‘to a black—fmlth
and a gardener who are to. refide there, and dre to teach’aps
prentices, on the fame terrns above-mentmned with "thofer
at Lochcarron. | | . '

Several other defigns of the like’ nature are now under .
the  comfideration of the fociety, of” which!they ‘will tikeé
the liberty to acquaint the- pubhc, Wh,en the. fame -are ﬁ:tl-
ly adjufted, . o

To conclude ; as the Soczetg} i -S'caz'kmd jor p?opdgdtmg
Chriftian knaw!edge, was at frit founded and is ﬂ:xll mam—
tained, by the charity of well difpoféd pferf'ons s it s nor
more than common ‘juflice, to let fuch knéw- hOW, and i
what manner their charity ig" ap_plled -—-For this reafon, 'a-' ‘-
mong many, the dlre&ors have thought ﬁ:' tlﬁleii'fduty tor
prefent their fellow members;- and 'the woild with the pre- *
ceeding thort account of its prelent ﬂate, which, they hope
will not fail to give fatisfaltion. fo every good man, to e-
very one who values either the civil or the- rebglous pro- :
fperity of his country, .- i-eoo oo 7T .

With refpett to thofe who have aIready been’ o generous -
as to contribute to the’ finds of the f'ocuety, ef'pec:ally du-
ring the year paft; the dire€tors beg leave to returir fuch’ °
perfons their moft fincere acknowledgrnents. and they.

- hope that thofe, who have not as yet turned their thoughts
this way, will now do it, ‘and will direé the application-of -
what they may give, cither .to the purgofes of the firft or-
fecond.patent, as they judge proper ; a thing which’
the directors will moft carefully obferve s+ and, in- which

gale; they will maft religioudly. follow thie will of the dono;.
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Names of the perfons appomted to receive benefacs
« - tions'in' London and Edmburgh for the ufe of th:s
. fociety. '~ o C e

N London, CLAUD Jonus*rgu, merchant. |

In Edinburgh, Mr James’ Dawnaon of Halltrcc, aﬁd Jomr
: . DAVIDSON wiiter to the ﬁguct.

ForwM of a Legacy.

T EM, [I give and bequeath the fum of
to the fociety in Scotland for prepa ating Gér{ﬂum énm-

Jedze, to be applied (either to the purpofes of tﬁc ﬁrﬂ or ﬁcmd
e:éartcr, as the donor pleafes.)

Commi.ttee of DIREcTORS for the year 1756.

AMES- SMOLLET of Bonhill, Efq; his majefty’s theriff-de-
pute for the fhire of Dumbarton, and on¢ of ﬂlc commxﬂ'ancs

. of -Edinburgh, Prefes, -

Thc Reverend Mr Rosert HamiLTON, prof'eﬂ'or of  Divinity im,
‘the college of Edinburgh. ‘

Mr ALEXANDER WEBSTER

Mr RosERT WALLACE : meﬂ:crs of Edmburgh

Mr RoBERT WALKER

‘Baillie WrrrLiam Top, mercha.nt in Edmburgh

Mr ANDREwW CHALMER, writer there.

Mr ALEXANDER" T.AIT, fecretary to the Edmburgh mﬁlrancq-

Mr JouN RussEL juwior, writer to the fignet.

Wr Tuomas Boes, writer in Edinburgh.

Mr ALEXAHDER. Young, writer there.

Mr THoMmAs LUMISDEN, printer there.

Baillie Gavin Hamrirnton, bookfeller there.

Br Wirrram Ramsavof Preffon. :

Mr GEQRGE ARBUTHHOT, merchant in Edmburgh.

“The moft Honourable the Marquis of LoTHtAN i preﬁdcnt of the.

- .. general court.

The Right Honourable WirLtam GRANT of' Prcﬂongmnge, one.

of the {erators of the college of Juﬁlce,-—ﬁ:cretary.

James Nimmo, Efg; ‘cathier of excife,’ comptmllcr.

- ALEXANDER CHALMERS acmmptant. .
amEs Davipson of Halltree

%om« DAvVIDsON Writer o the fignet - % Jout t'rca.{'urcrs“

WiLriam Ross writer in Edl.nbur h, cletks - v
pHx LoTuran bookholder.<) . |

:],AMES BrownN bookfeller. 0 ]Y 6“’"

. ALEXANDER CouTs officet,



