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In the Houfe of REPRESENTATIVES, 

May 3~, 1765' 

ESOLVED, That 1M1'. Cufhing 
o Boilon, !l1r. Gray, and 

, udge Ruifell, be a Committee 

to return the Thanks 0 this Hou e to 

. the Rc'V'd Mr. Andrew Eliot, or his .. . 

Sermon preached Ye erda) be ore the 
, 

General Court, being the 4;mi'Ver ary 
E/((7ion 0 Counce/lars, and dejir( a 

,CoP) thefeo or the -Pre s. ' . 
• • , 
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Roland Cotton, Cl. Dam. Rep, 
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I C H RON. XII. 32 • 
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And of the childrc1z of ljfachar, which "were 
men that had underjlalldillg 0/ the times, 
to know what lfrael ought to do, the heads 

. OJ.them 'were two bundred j and all their 
· brethren Wfrc at their commOlldmc1it. 

, 
• 

·trdf~~~'1~CCORDING to the original 

~~ A V~ polity," each tribe was under 
.~ df 'Ft~, , "j" 

J:e ~ d d 'd·' . government; an or er Its 
a.ffairs by it's own princes, heads of families~ 
€lders and courts". At the fame time, there 
was a.union of all the tribes, the ''thole con-

· gregation had a right to meet together, either 
· perfonallyor by their reprefentativcs, to C011-

:. [ll,lt the common, good and the profperity of 
the who1e. 

• • • 

After • 

· .. 
. . 

, 
• 

• 
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• 

, . . ., . . . " . 
- ..... ,. '\ 

.: After ~the 'death', df Sari I there feems to . .. ,. . 

have been. a breath, :in this general', Ul:.lion. 
The tribe of Judah fet up David to be king, 
the other tribes adhered to Hh56fhcth the 
fon or Siul. Hhbofueth being' dead, the 
other tribes, [enGble how prejudicial fuch a 

, - difunion was to their common interefi, by 
mutual confent ',luade David kiqg over all 
Ifrael. This was dope, it's like, by a con~ 
vention of the 'fhitcsIrom each province, or 
an affembly of the heads of eachttibe . 

• 
• , • • • 

.pavid ·had :long before been anoirit¢d" by 
a fpecialcommiJIipl1 frpm God,; t9 be' king 
of Ifrael. This was only an intimation 
fronihc'aven df' what would certainly take 
place. : Neither 'Davld rior SauJ 'befo~e him 
claimed any authority in virtue of this divine 
appointment, uotil they were e~eaed by the 
people, and folem'DIy inaugurated in ~eir 
high office. ' . . 
.' , 

, -

Among' bthers, . who came '[0 Her.fo'rt· fo 
. n1~ke David -king, were the children' df Hfa
, cliar, who appeared bY' ~he heads of the tribe; 
of there iris particularly raid, they" were 
men that had underfianding of the times, to 

• 

". know 
" 

• • • 



, 

• 

411, Eleaio13~~~rmo12. 7 

~n()w W~1;tt ~frael ought ,to do, they were in 
num,l?er two hundreq; !l.1~4 a,ll fhelr btethren ' 
~'ere at their commandment." 

• 
, , 

• , ' 

• , . . . 
It is an excellent chara~er that is g{ven of 

the heads of Iffachar, and it was a Gngular 
favor:. ~o. thi~ tdbe; that,th~y had fuch apum
Iie,r:·w.~oWe{e ~ble 'to guicie them at thi~ cri:
~i~~l f.~\l\9fi~~" r oq ~r~; 't?ld the g~'9q e~ea 
9f ~lieir wifd<?m and prudence, there W4S an 

I ' ' 

entireunion ;between ihem and the reft of the .. ,'~' . , 
~ ,.\ . ' 

commut,i'tY.' They who were in government 
were poffeffed of talents which qllalified them 
fqr fh~!E t~~~, ~n~. th~i! bret~ren: '¥,qe, ~fo 
fat~sfi~4· pf ,!~'l.eir Pntde'~<;e ~11~ :integri~y', 'that 
thWI ty.n?f~d .ap;~n6re Fo.~fid'ence in them, 
an~!l:!Rw¥t~9 ,~O\~~jf': a;t,1thoripy :whhou~ 
mu,un ~hin,g or 9PBofi;tj99. " .:, : ,,',,',.. ' 

, 

, .; .. 
, . . , 

, '!'III ,', ' ! . . , ., ,_'. . . . :. .~. - . , .' . (.' 

, 

, , 
, ' 

, 

. YQlt h~\'e here.. tbe mpod of,allappy flare: 
Wha~ ,ar profpe& of peace an4,la.lI:ing, pr.afp'e
lity, where, rulers are, wife ,and :goo~: and 
the: p'eop~ are ;quiet:and fubmiffive,! • .' 

. " . . 
.' ., . . " 

, 
, .. , , , 

, What I propofe in the following dif.. 
~oudeis, ' 

• 
" ' , 

, . 
• 

, 

, 
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Firft, To confider the character ofa good 
ruler asitis drawn, in the text.' ,'And then,: . , , 

"',"'. • , 
- I.. . .' 
, 

Scc~ndly, To point ,out the duty o( fu.h-
jects to their rulers. ::' " .: -,':', ':,~ ~;, ,: - . 

. . ,. . .. 
, , . '. ' , . 

, - . " . . - . 
· .' . , 

. _ ' 'Th~)irft 'thing that' prefents itfeif !to'~tir~ 
confid~ration,is'thccharacter of a g09d ruler.' 
And in 'oider' to det~nfii~~ . wI1'in"In-eti, ar~ 
qualified '; to:' g~ver£l' "it'.. is n~~effati:tb tak~ 
a genenU view: of 'the ',great: end: of 'gov.ern~ 

, .' .' . . " . . . III ent.! - .' ' . , " " " , ' 
, ' • . .. . .. . . . .' . , . • 

, . · .' . . . - . ,~ -'. . 
. ..' . 

, It.: ,is :' n'ot to he 'fuppofed ,thii( mtanki,n~ 
wotildJefign their natural freedom'bhly for 

" . . . 

the 'fake of 'pomp and appearance/much lcfs' 
to gratifithe pride a:n~avariCe of th,ofe they 
place in authority . ovefthem. The only 
rational view they can have is the common 
good: "If: men coula, fubfift as well ill ~ fiate 
(if :indepyndencyand ahfolute Uberty, there 
is not.}lingin .reafon, or-confcience: to oblige 
them to ~fl.lbjection .• ,The necefIity :of go
vernment arifes wholly from the difadvanta
g~.s" ,,:hich, in th.e :pr~(en.t imperfect frate' of 
human nature, would be the natural confe~, 
ouense of unlimited freedom. This neceffi-
~ . " .. -
"~-'.,, , ty 
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9 , 
, , 

ty ,is' fo apparent that the mof!: ravage and 
barbarous of mankind have been convinced 

• , 

of it ; and wherever th~ have formed them-
" -
felves into fociety, have ereCted fome kind of 
, . 

govermnent. hi this [enfe all power is from 
God, as that conlHtution, which makes go
V'eriUllcnt neceffary, originates with him who 
is the author of nature; and [uch a conlH
tution IS as certain an intimation at the di-

, 

vine will, as a.n expre(s revelation. There is 
lio pofitive appointment or command; we 
argue the dcfign of heaven that there iliould 
be civil government, beeaufe it ~s apparently 
for the advantage of mankind. "He is the 
minif!:er of God to thee for good". , 

. If the public good is the great, the only 
end of magif!:racy ; it follows that they only 
,are worthy to be entruf!:ed with the po~crs 
of go\'ernment, who know what the public 
interef!: i~, and are capable of advancing it • 
• 

The heads of every community ihould, 
like the heads of Iffachar, "have Illlder-

, , 

fianding of the times, to know what I[rae.1 
ought to do". 

, . ' . , 
• 

, 

•• - t • B This 
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This characret fuppofes, that rulers have a good 
degree of wifdom and knowlege That they 
are particularly acquainted with the conmtu:' 
·don of the cQlmtry they are called to govern " 
That they are meL1 of virtue and religion ' 
And that they have prudence to conduct af
fairs in [earons that are critical and alarming. 

, . . 
- .-

. Firfr.. 'Wifdom and knowledge arc very 
• • 

neeelfary qualifications of a public ruler. 
The ends of government will not be anfwer
'cd' by cOinmitting the adminiftration of af
fairs to one or more men, but by committillg 
it to thofe who are capablc of difcharging 
the truft repofed in them. The meanefl: 
office nX],llires talents . fuitcd to that' office, 
but when mcn,care pur in p!aces of extenlivc 
authority, they oU'ght to have extenfive. abi-
lities. . . . 

• • 

. Wifdom and ~nowlege arc fo neceffary 
for everyone w 110 has a {hare in, govern
ment, that nothing can fuppiy their place. 
The experience of all ages evidences tbe 
jumce of that exclamation of king Solomon. 
" W 0 to thee, 0 land, when thy king is a 

, child!" Ifweak or ignorant men are corrult
ed with .power, what can you expeCt but 
, .: . . uui verfal 
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11 
, " , . 

univerfal'confufion ! If· r!len were not wife 
.' . 

before, they are no'~like to become wife' by 
• 

being pI,aced in a fration of eminence. ' Such 
, 

exaltation will rather make th.em giddy and 
, , 

vain, and deprive them of the little under-
ft~n4ing they 'had before. 
, 
, , 

. 

, If fuch magifl:rates mean ever fo well,. yet 
they kpow not how to execut~ their good 
ptrrpofes,· and their: adminill:ratiori is 'like to 

• • 

be a {eries of the moil:· fatal, errors. . If 
they ,depend, on .others. to manag~ ,the 
affairs'of government, the event "·ill not be 
, , 

be~te'r. 'Men of 'weakminds can feldom 
bear the checks and'cbllnfcls of pJain honel'!: 
men, who 'know not how todifguife the 
truth, or to fpeak that which they do not 
think in their hearts. ParafitC's and flatterers 
eafily.gain their favor, who will fooththeil' 

, 

vanity, ~nd ,\(:comniodate themfclves to their 
foibles. . And the ftat<:: of [neh . a people is 
often worfe than where rulers arc' men of 

, '. 

capacity, even tho' they 'are very deficient in 
'their principles of attion . 
• • • , , .., . 

• 

': Ba& men who' can look to c011[equel1ces 
are often under the rel1:raint of ftcir,. h'her.e 

, . 
, . B 2 ther 

• • 
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they have no other. They ~re ~ware Qr. 
dapger . from the refentmept of. ~n inju~~d 
people, if they abufe their power. ~u~ men 
without-knowlege ~l'e devoid of fu~h fears; 
an.d they who have th~ management, of t~lemr 
end~avour artfully to ~opceal theirpwnfhare 
in the public mifcondu8',and make ufe of the 

. -power with which. they are vdted ~o gr~tify 
their bare and fordid paffi,ons, to the r~in of 

. I ". • 

the comin~nity, a.nd -oft~n of ~ofe whq 
· ' .. ' , -' . 

'vefted them with it. . . " 
• • • . . 

• • 
• 

\ • ! 

. It is not every kind of gen.ius o~ of k~ow~ 
l~ge t~at qualifies a m~n .to go~eri):' Many 
a one ha~ made a fhin.ip~ figure :a,~ ~ .phil.qfo~ 
pheror math~mati(;ian; who has~~.d ~o tun~ 
for politics, and been ~ntire!y igoor.apt of th~ 
,art of goverping.· It is fr~ql;lemly' ~h:e cafe; 

· '. . . . . .. , . 
that great fcholars h~ve;.po.a~qu~\nF~n.sc. wi~Ii 
m~n, than which ,np .br,?-pch of kn,9~v!ege i~ 
of greater hpportancc;: it~ a pubHc fllkr.: Ii i~ 
nec~{fary: ~o know th~. v~rious . t~mpe(s of 

. t,PQ[e:hehas tq gqy~rl1~' to p~netrf~e' thei~ 
pflrticular views aq~ im~rdl:s, ~pd~~~en ·r~eif 
fc:>ibles and p~ffions, that he may make them 
~Ufubfervi.ent to ~e: FQ~1ic go?d.rJds'ne~ef:. 
fa.ry ~6, d.if~~rn t.qeir differ~l1t. talents and ca:-

• • • • • ", : . paCltIeS, 
, 
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~ities,· ,th:~~ he may know whom .to put into 
rla~ .of profit and truft, and may ,ep1 p loy 
thofe ~ho are fit to ,be employed., , , ' 

, , 
, , . . . 

" l,s a r!lIer calle~ t9 ~'a the pa~t o(~ Jegi
LIator! What n~ed of a found andexaCi: '......, " - -

. J~qgl11~nt, th~t ~he !a\~s he makes niay be 
good ~nd wholefom~, accol11n~9dated to the 
Jell1p.er ~n,~. cin::uI?-l~an~~ of th~ pe~p'le fqr 
~ho.m ~ ~Jley are .1pa.~e '; an~ that while he 
endeavors to reflrain vice and lice~ltioufnc[s, 
he may not unreafonably infringe the liber~ 
~ies'of the community? . 

, 
• : • f • 

. When la,ws ale Il)ad~, Jt requires, no [mall 
degree of ul')derft~nding, aAd orfiu~y ~9 en
ter into their true fpirit~ . t9 know how to ap,. 
.p~y them in ~very. cp"it~a~ oscur~" ~nd to 
e~ccute them with prude,nce and impardality. 

, ' 

Where gOyernI1f~n.t (ubfifls, there mull: ne-' 
ceffar~ly be burrhens laid' on the, people to 
defray 'the charg~s of it. There ~ nothing 
that affeCts men more than whe9 you touch 
their interefl: i people in.genera). find it· hard 
.to pror~re:th~ cOllv~qie:t1cies of li~~;' pOJhing 
~U,l fQ8par .aHen<+t~ their minds fr9J11 go-

o • • • _ • ~ • • 

, 
,~ 

• 

" vernlllCpt, 

, 

, 
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\'e'rnmeht;~than when ruI~rs needleflydeprive 
iheni;of th~t which they 'have dearly earn'd, 
and wantonly diffipate the public treafures. 
Rulers. ought ever to proceed in this part of 
:their 'duty" with caution and prudence,that 
people may fee the taxes they impofe are no~ 
to gratify their pride, their avarice, or any 

, - other~paffion; not to carryon any ,private 
deugn'; but that they are neceffary for the 
fupport of government and the e~gencies 
of the frate. ' 

• , ' 

, 
, 

, 

Every large community is confiituted of 
a number of little focieties, in which there 
will bediff~rent branches ofbuftnefs. Thef~, 
whatever pains are taken to prevent it, will 
have their different conneCtions, and form 

, , . 

feparate interefrs j it is yafrly difficult for 
thofe who govern, to keep the balance fo 
exaCtly poiz'd that n<;ither part may be in
jured ;"out, much more; to prevenJ j~aIouues 
and fufpi,cions that things are 'carried by , 
Javor andl affeCtion. ' . , ' , , 

, 

, , 

"The rule~s of a people are feldomfo hap
py as to;ple~fe all who are under their au-
I; '. . '. . 

, thority: They hav~ often perronalenemie$<j 
, " 

, .l_. ~ '. , {,It' 
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9r crafty and ambitious men find fault with 
government becaufe they are not in place: 
They had need be wife as ferpents as well as 
l1armlefs as doves tocounterwork the machi
nations of fuch men, t~ give no occafion of 
offence to thofe who reek occafion, or to 
prevent the bad effeCt of the mifreprefenta .. 
nons they will indl1Ihiouily [pread. -

-

Ahnofl: every natc has it's neighbours, 
who watch for a favorable opportunity 
to encroach on it's territories, or to gain 
fame .other advantage. A ruler ought to 

keep a watchful eye-over them, to get know~ 
• 

lege of their motions and defigns ; to pre-- . 

\"ent infult, or to refent it when offered. In 
• 

thefe cales there is need of a thoro' acquain-
ta~ce boch with th~ir firength and our own; 
that we may not by an ill-timed oppotition 
expofcourfelvcs to greater injuries,orby.mea~ 
ftlbmiffions encourage them to _ defpife and 

I . 

abufe us~ - . 
. . , 
, 

• 

'A ruler who fuitably attends to the great 
end of government muft look beyond pre-
fent circum fiances, and carefully confider the 
tendency and confcquence of every meafilre.. . 

, , . lle 



, 
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, 

He cannot but be fenfiole how inuch the 
" '.' ,-, .. 
prefent 'times" ate ,affeCted by the tranfaCtions 
that are paft; arid the precedents that have 
been efbblifued.· 'He will doubtlefs fee that 
the' community has received hurt from the 
mifrakes, as ,well as advantage from. the pru-

. _ dence of thofe who have gc;me before. He 
bears on his mind, thathisadullnifhation is 
like equally to affeCt thore that follow, and 
endeavour.s to take the wnole iriterdl: cifhis 

, 

country in view, the future as well as the 
prefent.· He confu1t5 the good of difiant 
generations, leaves as little as pollible for 
them to correa, and as far as human wifdom - ' ' 

can,: lays h}s plans, not meerly to keep things 
~uiet 'while he is on the fiage, but that the 
~~ppin~fs ,of his country may be of long 
duration, may be perpetual. ' . . , ' 

• • 

, . 

. r. ou ealily" ree by there hint's of the 
Titihne'fs and duty of rulers, that every mari 
is not fit to govern;· there llmfi: be a genius 
for government, aI).d there mufl: be ,confl:ant 
~udy anrappllcation~. ' 

. , 

, ",. . . 

, ~ i have hitherto confider'd the wifdom and 
", . . 

, '~owrege' which -are necdfary fo'r rulers hi 
... - general 



• 
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geperal" and undel' almofr. ever~ c6nllitutiona 
Befides this, ' . 

Secondly, It is ilecdfary they fhould have 
Ii particular ~cquaintance with the confHtu
tion of the country: they are called fu govern • 

• 

. Rea[on We fay dictates that there lhould . ., . 

be government; and the voiCe of. reafon' is 
the voiceof God. ~ut what form 6f go
vernnient they will be under is left to the 

• 

choiCe of" thofe who are to be governed. 
God' has never determiil' d this. Ie becomes 
th.ofe who claim a divine indefeafible right, 
to make ont their claim in a better manner 

• 

than they have ever yet don-e,or· it is a,bfurd 
to fi.lpp()fe any, who have COlnmon under
fianding, or a tolerable fenfe of liberty, will 
[uhniit to it. 

• • 

All p~wer hasit*sfoU11~ation in compatt 
and :mutual confent, ,qf eIfe it proceeds from 
fraud or -violence, 'Vhere the latter take 
place; the dominion which men claim is no 
bettet'than'ufurpation; ail"d'they, who by 
thefe methods ·raife themfdves' above thci~' 

brethren, are 10 far from having (1 right to 
~vern,. that they ought to be pl1nj[hed as 

. C public 

• 

• 
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public'difturbers 
kind. 

and the enemies of mali;. 

'WI:ien "government is founded in mutual 
confent, it is the undoubted right of the 
community to fay who {hall govern them; 
and to make what limitations 'or conditions 

, , 

, - they think proper. Perhaps tb~ fame con-: 
fiitution is not heft for all focieties, 9f for 
the fame fQciety at all times. Be this as it 

, .. . 
may ;' it is very certain that mankind 'have 
efiablifhed different forms ,of government, 
according to their own will and inclination: 
',' Some have fet up 9Qe 'o.r a' few'Ii)~n to 

. . . '. . 

govern them, others have feenfit'to, retain . . , . 

~he power themfelves,: In fome the fupremc 
, . 

magifirates have been, annually eleCted; in 
, . 

others, the power is for life •. In .lome,the, 
. . . ~ 

are merely eleCtive, in, others hereoitary'under 
certain rules or limitations" •. In G It EA T-

, 

BRIT AIN there is a happy mixture .of mo-
narchy, arifiocracy, and democracy.~ . This is 
perhaps the moil: pCifect form of ci vil go
vernment.. It is. the glory of Britons and 
the envy of'foreigners.*' 

• 
, , But 

" . , , , 

" Is not. England at prefen.t a proof of the goodnefs of 
, 'JIIix~d governments and tempelatemonarchies? Is there .

a 
, 
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But ,whatever form of ,civil government 
men' have chofe, .there ,are .cer.tain <:onfiitu~ 

lions, whiah are the baGs and founda.tion of 
.the aate, and w~ich ,are .obligatory on thore 
:who govern, as ,well as thofe who are go
-verned. Thefe confiitutions are a fort of 
fundamen:tal laws, w,hich cannot be violated 
without th~ greatefl: danger to a com
munity. When either part attempts to 
invade the. rights of the other, ·it ufually 
produces convulfions, which ~ol1er or later 
overturn the fiate. ' 

• 

I~is nec~[ary they who are in authority 
fhould be well.acqua:in~d with therc'funda-, 
mental laws ; they ought to make them" one 
inain part of their Rudy; and fhould not 
without the utmofi ncceffity depart from 
them. If fuch .a firiR adherence to the con
~itution is fometimes 'attended ~vith inC011-

C 2 vcniencies ; 
• , , 

a n~tion, .every t~ing confldcred, which enjoys more 
. profperity a~ home, or mere renown abroad? ' 
, BURLEMAQ,yr. 

I ~Ve hope [he great 1\10NTESQPIEU i.s mifiaken, at lealt 
that he fpeaks of a very clil\allt .day, wh,en he {~ys Qf our 
pappy nation. 

," As all human things have an end, the nate we are (peak
: ';jng of willlofe it~s liberty.will perilh. Have not Rome, 
• Sparl,a, ;!nd Carthage peri/he4 ? It wiII peri/h when the 

1!1gillative po~er thaU be more tOr11lpt than th.execu
pye.'~'··· 81irit ¢ Lav:!. 

, 
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veniences ; ,yet a. departure fr~om it will ' ~e 
. a~tended with much greater. Magifirates 
ough~ to know their own power, and no~ 
tamely give up thofe prerog~tives with whicll 
the confiitution has vefied them. Such mean 

• 

condefcenQon win only expofe them to con-
tempt and further encroachments, till' not 

, - even a- fhadow ,of a,uthority is left. On the 
other hand, they o.ught to be tender of the 
p.rivileges of· thofe they govern. Even ill 
abfolute monarchies, the peo.ple may by op~ 
preffioll and tyranny Gome .to know that 
th~y ~ave r~ghts', a~d to a~ert ~hem in a way 
not ve.ry pleating to thofe, who have info., . , . . . -

lently a.nd unjufily invaded drem. 
" " , ' , , 

. In' f~ee govern.ments people a.re apt to feel 
much quic;kcr. To touch their liberties is 
to touch th~ apple' of their eye; every at., 
tempt 'alarms thel\l, makes them jealous 6f 
further "defigns, and often throws them into 
the hands of faCl:iou~ demllgogues, who hate 
government;and areeverwatc~!ng for oppor
t1;mities ,to embarr'l(s publ!c meafures,and t<;l 

, , , 

introduce anarchy and confufion~ 
, ' , 

, W'~ere. fo much depends, and the danger 
of a~lpg \)',f,oPg i~n~e to .have ftich conre,. 

, , 
.. , ,'t., , 

quence~ -
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quences to the community, ana perhaps to 
themfeIves:; rulers ought to know very well 
what it is to act right, where power ~ndsand 
liberty begins. The m.ore difficult. it 'is to 
fettle this point, fa much the more wifdom 
and prudence do rulers need, and fa much 
the more cautious iliould they be in acring j 

and where people obferve fuchcaution and 
tendernefs in their rulers, they will make al
lowances for mifi~kesJ and even for faults~ 

• • 
• 

I will not fay, that they who are in go· 
vernment may not propofe an alteration in 
the confiitution, when they fee manifefl in~ 
convcniencies; every member of the ftate 
may do this; and there may be extraordinary 
cafes wherein it may be necdlary. to deviate 

. . 

from common rule~ ; in filch cafes the fafety 
of the people i~ to be preferred to every o
ther confideration. But no wife ruler would 
defire a general power 'of difpenfing with the 
laws; nor is it poffible to proceed with too 
much caution in making any great alreratioll 
in tile civil wnftirution of a flate; cfpecially 
when it has been long drablifhed, and the 
wifdom of ages has been employed to confirm 

" L •• ~ " 

it. Where there feem to be defects,there me-
dJ • • 

• • • 

• 

, 
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dy maYE>ften prove wo~fe than the'difeare ; apd 
by att~mpting to guard againfr one inconve~i
enee? we may open the way to'a great many 
which we do not now forefee. When a con-

• 

fiitutiort is· dfentially bad, rulers &c'fery one 
, 

eIfe ought to run every rirque to make it bet-

ter. But where the confiitution is tolerably 
- goad; it is generally the'wifdom ~f thofe in 

power; to inaintaim a facred regard to it them
(elves; and to endeavour'that it may not be 
violated by othe1:s. . This is their flfety, and , 
very often the fafety of thofe they govern.' 
When a humour of changing once begins,no 
mortal can tell where it will end. One can 

• 

fearte tonceive of an alteration more juff, 
m.ore nece{[ary, and toa,t could ~end more to 
f~cure the public ·liberty, thaI) the effabliih., 
ment .of . tribunes at'Rome; :and yet this 
very regulation, feemingly fo .wife and good" 
laid the foundation of the d,effruCtion of their 
liberties,' ~nd ~qe. flliI) Qf ~~e ~oIp.mpp:: 
wealth)~ :, 

• • • •• , .. · ..' , . 
, 

, , ' 

• , 
, " . , , 

, 

• 1hirdly~ 
) 

, ~11'h~ pep.p~ by f!leans of the lriql!llCs, gra40ally ufurped 
the autliQ~ity i:of the fenate; From that time di(cipline 

· was ~a)l:e,h)i.d gav~, place to IicellcioufneG. Atlatt the 
'i' !~public was, by I4\: bands of ihe f8opfe, reduced: t~ tlu~ 
<gre~t~ft ~av.ry.11 _' ~yRLEMAO~fo-

, 
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Thirdly, Rulers cannot come up to tIle cha:~ 
raCl:er of the text, unlefs they are men of re"
ligion and virtue. Every condition has it!S 
temptations, none are expofed to more or 

. greater, . tha~ thofe who are adraI1ccd to ita" 
tions of power and emirlence; none have 
greater need of a f~t.tIed principle of action, 
arid the affill:ance of divine graee. If there 
is :no regard to God or the rules of vir
tue, wifdoll1 degenerates into cunning, and 
rulers infiead of wdeavouring to know what 
Ifraelought to do, only confider what they 
have to do themfdves ;lnfiead of aiming a~ 
the public good, they confult only what is 
like to promote their own private j'Hercft; 
fuppon therr adminifhation, and continue 
t~em in power. The. fdfifh pamons will 
have the dOli1inioll; and' 'men wlll fiicrifice 

• • • 

confdencc, arid fell their country, to carry i£. 

favourite point) or gra.tify their vicious incli
nations. 'The intercft of {uch rnfers,or what 
they imagine to be their" inrcreft, prefcntIy 
becomes fcpa,rate from that of the commu':' 
niry ; of confequcncc thtOY' arc obliged to 
make ufe of every, art, to' keep the people . . , 

quiet; to make them infetlfiblc of dleil' iQfe-
• 

licity, or tocompd thelll:'to bear it; to put 
• • , a 

, 

• 
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a falfe gIofs on their. fl~gitiousla~ions, or to 
fecure ~ powerfulpa~ty, who wili" Cupport 
theirjnea[ures,and be; the inflrmilents;oftlieir 
iniquity. They will choofe thofe: for. their 
companions and cQunfellors, who will flatter 
their vanity, feed t~~.i~ avarice, or, Hrovide for 
their pleafures. Thefe' are the; men they 

. - WJiltendeayou.r to. promote; "lhilfl,they di[ .. 
regard perraris of a different charafler; who 
f.eel for their country, 'and' have' courage to 

oppofe thofe· meafures which tend to i defiroy 
it,' . V,ice contraCl:s. the mind, and quenches 
everyfpark of pubIicfpirit; it: fills· the foul 
with:crimihal prejudices, and! the .,: it is 

, 

exalted;th~ mifchief is fo much the more ex'!' 
ten five. ~ . . 

• • 
rr ~ . - .. . . '. 

, 

• 
• 

, 'rhe' .cafe is quite ·different~wlten power is 
_. ~ .. &·I •• I..... . 

~ ,~he,l1~ds. of ~ep. of. virtue r and ,religion. 
.' . 

• • • 
• • 

• • 

.• ~Y'f,~hgion J. intendfomething more than 
~n~ex~~r~a~~ihew., o~ almere. appearance ot 
'iq~l1eff)'. Hypoctify is. notoply a charaCter 
11100: detefl:~ble to God, but it makes a. man 

• • 

~ore exteqhve1y mifchievous to fociet:y., His 
fal1aimon~ouspretences procure him the: e" 
!J:ee~~~d:c9tWd~~ce. ()f: his brethreri, by 
~... '" ~ ... 

, ;'. which' 

, 



An EleElion-Sermolt. 2 S 

which means he has it in his power to deceive 
them, and to betray their inte'rdl:s. No con-

'. . 

lideradon can be of force fufficient to bind 
him, who dares to prevaricate with heaven, 
and to trifle with the Lord his maker. The . . 

greatefl: prodigies . of wic_kednefs have been 
thofe who have put on the guife of religion: 
For <l pretence they have made long prayers, 

. that they might, with the greater eafe,accom
plifh ~hei.r detefrable defigns. Nor do I call 
it religion to contend for a few little rites 
and ceremonies, which are of no importance 
in'theinfelves, and will not make men either 
wifer or better. It does not confifr in nice 

• 

nletaphyfical dit1:inCl:ions, and in loud and 
cruel anathemas againfr all who will not pro,. 
fefs to believe them. Much lefs is it religi
on to invade the rights 'of confcience, 'and to 
inaitt pains and penalties on thore who are 
not of the magiflrates f~ntimcnts, or prcfurne 
to dilfent from the principles efiablilhed by 
l~w~ O~ the orher hand, no one can ima-, 
gine there is any religion in a carclefs indif-

• 

Ference about, all principles ; or in clamors 
for charity and forbearance, while malice 
reigns in' the heart, and we can cenfure,revile 
and perfecute thofe whom we efieem lefs 

• 

i:athplic than ourfelves. D I 

• 

, 
, 
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· .' I ,call ·that r.eligion which Jefus ChrHl: 
, 

.taught" and which: is made known to us in 
:the facred oracles. It is a belief of the truth, 
and a te~per of mind correfpondent to· it • 

• • • • -
• 
• 

A religious man, or. which is now the fame . 
• 

.thigg, a, fincere chriman, is purified in fome 
- meafure from thofe corrupt principles, which 

too cafily find a place in the human heart, 
and is deeply penetrated with the things of 
G~d. He. has a fupreme afI'e8:ion to this 
.great~ft and beft of beings, and maintaim a 
.conftant regard to him in all his aCtions. He 
Je'me~bers the divine prefence and the ac~ . ,. . 

count everyone roua give to' this ·Lord and . . . . . 

judge of all. He heartily fubmits to Chrift 
as his prince and fa viour: He has fome de
gree Qf that mind which was in qhrifr Jeli,lS : 
. He . defires to approve himfelf to him, and is 
.~~~mat~d by thofe glorious profPeCts which 
the/gafpel opens to our view. 

- • • 

. The religion of Jefus enlarges the mind ,; 
it divefts us, fo far as it prevails, of eve~y cri-, . 
minal p~ejudice; it makes us willing to deny 
~urf~lves, to facrifice our worldly cafe, our 
~emporal interefr,to the honor of God and ~h~ 
. ' 

;' .. ·~od 
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good of men. It fortifies againfl temptation, 
it curbs our paffions, it regulates ourdcfircs, 
it produces noble and generous ftntiments, 
it infpires love and univerfal benevolence;' it 
teaches us to look not every onc on his , 
own things, but ,on the things of others; 
not to confine our charity to ourfelves~ but, 
to do good to all with whom we are con-. , 

neCtcd, and efpecially to aim at the public 
advantage, in which the comfort and hllppi. 
nefs of multitudes are involved. 

, ' . 
• 

. This chrifHan temper, which is produc'd 
by the Spirit of God, will more than any 
thing help us to diflinguifu be~ween right 
and wrong; when private interefts and pri
vate views are removed, " the public· gOQd 
appears naked and open; free from all di~-: 
euldes and embarraffments". When rulers 
ha.ve [uch a happy'difpofitiori, they will Uudy 
the true iriterefi: of thofe they govern, which 

• 

is the way to undedbl1?-d ,it; 'the'ywill watch 
~gainfi: a little party [pirit and every fdfifh 
fin-ifter view i they \vill' fupprefs the di~ates 
Qf pride,' tovetoufnefs, and ambition; and 
wh!le with a manly firmnefs they fupport 
(heir own dIgnity. they will not invade the 

. ' . D ~ privileges 

, 

• 

, 

, 
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'privileges of thofe who are fubjc8: to them; 
t will'noc . [0 the inunuatiops, 
of flattery; nor meanly cOllet the favor of 
the· populace; they will not have refpe8:' 
to perrons, nor take a gift; and will fevere
ly frown on thofe, w.ho have the infolence 
~ tffront their virtue, or attempt to pervert 

- thei~ judgment. No motive, no temptation 
wUl allure them to join in making bad laws, 
or ~Q wreft the tru(; intention of thofe: that 

• •••• • 

in for<;e. Their whole ambition, 
will be to difcharge their trufl: wjth' fidelity, 
tnd to make the people h~ppy who are un .. 
der their care. . , . 

, 

• , . . 
• , 

, I own there are other principles which 
may ha,ve very !falutary effects. 'Thert~ is 
it;1 fome men l\ certain ben~·oIence and great
acfs .of mind, which leads them to do mapy 
worthy: deeds. that oth~rs, perform' from 
; principle of, religion. Therel are remains. 
O.f confcience in men, who cannot be deno
mlnated uncere difciples of J erus Chrifl:. 
Even their ambition and felf-interefr may 
prompt men to aCtions which are greatly 
beneficial to the community~ a,nd to dif-. 
charge the. truft repofed in, them with ho~ 

, 
, ' nor 
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• 

l?-Or and fortitude. . But the better the prin~ 
ciple,fo much the greater, at lea~ fa much 
the more certain will be the effect When 
the love and fear of God reign in the hea.rt, 
me[l will rife to nobler heights, and, to· more 
dininguHhed, aCts of. virtue, than from. any 
other motive. When they confider the 
whole community as brethren, they will na~ 

. turall; f~ek tha common good. When they 
ret before them the: example of our bldfed 
Saviour, when they contemplate his ardent 
love to mankiild and dilinterdl:ed "benevo,:, 
lence, their minds., will be inflamed with a 
holy ambition, to emulate the virtues of. this 
amiaMe, this excdlent perf on. When the 
greaten men carry their thoughts to that im~ 
ponant· hOllr, when they mufi: leave there 
tranlitory [cenes, and their honors will be 
laid in the dufi, how [oflicitol1s will they be 

• 

that they rnay finifh well, and :have theap~ 
• 

probagqii of their own minds, when they 
have nothing dfe to fupport them! When 
they look forward to that ilIultrious day, in 
which the Lord wiH be revealed from hea
ven, and the great as well as rhe fmall mufr 
frand before his tribunal;. what a check is 
thill to every flnifie!' view and every iniqui.; 

tous 
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tous practice ~ What an inc~ntive to jufiice; 
to iritegrity and 'univerfal virtue!' If other 
qualities may re~der a ruler ufefuI to fociety, 
yet Curdy nothing but religion, ,a regard to 
God'in . his public conduct,' will enrure ~im 
the: acceptance" of heaven, and the plaudit: of 

- the great ruler and judge of all. 

-

, . 
• 

• 
• -

1· am far from fuppoGng that religion is 
the only thing to be regarded in a' ruler. 
The moft religious chara8:er will appear con
temptible in a publiclliltion, if there are not" 
other accomplHhtnents: ,But whatever qua .. 
lities a man bas, it can by nO means be fafe, 
to entrufi: our lives, our eRates, our liberties, 
,-very thing that is dear and valuable, to pne 
whe ev~dences by his converfation, that he 
ha~ no tegard to God, an~ is defiitute of yir· 
tue and goodnefso_ What can we expeCt, but 
t~at he, w~o willfacrifica hi.s own mofr im~ 
portant i~tereft, will facrifice thdntereRs of 
others, if at. any time they .l1re oppo!it~ to 
his vidousinclitrations ~ , -, . 
, , . -

".Iiourthly, An~ther accompli1hinent very 
necdrary for a good ruler, is prudence- to 

. . 

!:onduCt .!lff~irs in feafops that are critical ~nq . ". , 

~jlJp.1ing: Such a tc~qn _ it was In Ifrael, 
wheg, 

-
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when Hhhofueth was {lain. And then it . 
was that the heads ofUfachar difcovered their 
underll:anding and ~ddrefs, by conducting 
• 

with fuch prudence as to aill every oppoCite 
faction, and bring their brethren quie.ly to 

fubmit to king David, which was the only 
. expedient to rave the kingdom from ruin. 

, 

Affairs in a kingdom or in a province are 
fometimes brollght to a dangerous and im
portant crifis, from foreign enemies or inter
nal tumults; from the mifiakes of t40fe 
who willi them well, or the intrigues of de
figning men; from their own vices and fol~ 
lies, or the wickednefs of others. In fuch 
a critical fituation, the friends of a. peoplo 
are ca.lled to arife, and to exert themfelves to 

• 

• 

[ave them from impending ruin: This mat-
ter,'efpeeially belongs to thore who are in. 
authority, the eyes of others ,are naturally. 
to them, under that Goo w~q 'has 'the heartS 
of all men in his hmd'; . fiom them they 
expect relief; and happy the people, whore 
rulers have at fueh· time wifdom to difcern'j 
and virtue to purfue thofe meaftires, that tend 
to promote their welfare, and to prolong 
their tranquility. " . 

• • . ' , 

A • .. 
, • 

• • • 
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::, A Rate cannot be funk :fo low as to ex~ 
, 

elude all poffihility of emerging and again 
flQurilhing., "There ha~e ~eeo fo many. in~ 

, fi~~c.es, of the 'interpofition of heaven, in 
, , 

times of the greateft extremity, that it is uri-
reafonable to, defpair, when there are 
tbe moO: thre~tning a[pech.Rome was 

-' f~arce ever, in fo" dangerous a fituation as 
~ft~r the ~attle of Cannre. , Their anny was 

their allies forCook them, and 
, " . ". . 
~ey every, moment expe8:ed the viCtorious 
Hannibal at their gates. But at this very. 

, 

time, when there feemed to be no refouree, 
~hefe n~ble republicans, were fo far from 
giving up aU as 16ft, that, fays the hifiorian, 
no one dared fo much as to mention pealle ,: 
They (veIl returned thanks to the conful 
~h~f~, t~l?~rity'~ad" rcdilc'cd .them to the 
~~~k,,?~ _t':1!~' 'tp~t:he had n()~ defpaired o~ 
~e,common~w~lth.*, .By, [uch magnani-
, .. . 
,: '. ' ,.' ,ttllty 
~ - , 

~ :Nt:i:. timen h~ dades.defe8ionefque fo.ciorll/ll mOVerllJl!ti: 
, !l,t,Pileis Q!lqulI,m mentio apl1<l Roma!)o,S fiere~; neque 
), -ante eonflllis Romam adventllm, nee poftquam is rediit 
:; ·~rio,avitq,e accept,2 ~l.adi~t ~o in tempore 
_. ipfo, adeo magno animo civil as fuit, ut.collfuli ex tantiS 

clade, cujus ipfe eaufa maxima fuit, Jedeu,!lti, ~t· obvinm 
itll,m frequenterab omnibus ordinibus fit,et grathe a8re. 

" 4}uod de republica non defperaffetj eui,fiCanhaginienfium 
t. "Qllao.r fuilfet, Awl ICtllrlndum fupplicii forel. 

, Llv. Lib. xxii. cap. ai! 

• 

-

, 
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mity they rofe out of adverfity *, r~trieved 
their loifes, made themfelves terrible to 

• •• • 

their neighhours,and laid a foundation for 
that aftonifhing grandeur t.o which they 
afterward arrived. ' 

Nothing is fo like to make our cafe def ... 
, 

perate as to conclude it is fo: This ftops 
the fprings of aRion,prevents all attempts 
t'o extricate ourfelves out of difficulties,and 
to r€cqver the community. Thofe of fui; 
perior charaRer ought to h~ve fuperior 
fteadinefs, inftead of determining that no.! 
thing can be done, 'they ought to enquire 
what is to be done ; what they can d~ . '. 
themfelves; and what Ifrael ought to do~ 
Some men are very happy in ' finding but 

, 

~xp~ients in the moft difficult cafes; th~y 
know how to freer in the moft tempe~uotis 
times; are able to counterwork thofe who 

, 

• 

, 
, 

, " 

E icretlt 

" D\xit.tlue tandem per~dus A~nibaJ. ": 
Gensqu:e crcma!a fortis ah Ilia, 
JaEtata Turds a:quoribiJs facra', 

, ' 

. , 

, 

, 

NAtQfque maturafque patte$ . .'...,... 
Pertulit ~ufonias ad urbes ; 

Duris, ut ilex ,tQnfa bipennibus 
,:tjigr:e fe~asi fr9r\d,is, in A~gii:\o, , 

Per damna; per ctedes," ab .. ipCf) 
, .. Dncit op~s animllm<],'.!e ferro. 

lioa, • 

, 

• 

, 
• 

" 

• • 
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fecretly endeavor -to undermine the nate, 
, . 

or to give the111 a juft view of things,.who 
• • 

are in danger of doing hurt for want of 
bett.er)nfo~m~~io~l) to remove every un
ieafonable prejudice ~n tpe mind of tho[e, 
who have power to injure us; or to go
vern our tempers, and regulate our pafii-

• • 

- onsrthat we may not ,dellroy ourfelves. 
This is a taient very different from that 
yvifd0111 which· is profitable to direet in a 

-

.. . 

c()~nmon flate o~ things. A man'may be . 
• • 

·agood pilot. i!l ,~ ~oderate gale,' who can 
po nothing in a .,fiorm. Some men who 
wquld m~k.e,~~IJ·go~d,rulers.in a time of 
profpel'ity,. ~l'eA?~te pnpt to Ie.ad in times 
thatare.ii1trica~e and ,perplexed .. They Iofe . '." , - . , , --

~h~ po~effJpf\:0f}he,mfelv~s; th.ey are ti-
moro.usan<i irrefolute,and fo neglect to do 
~i;~t 'ought: to 'h~ done·;' .. '01' they,: are rafh 
\. ~ ... - ..... J • ~ .. _ ... __ .'. _ ..... •• ;..' . • . 

and.violellt,:.and by their Hnprudence pre": 
, • •• • • (_ .. '. I 1 ~ _ • _; • ,_ • 

-cipitate the ruin they, ll1tend to prevent. 
it is 'of the greateft importance that rulers 
nave tmtledhiiiding' of . the times' in fuch 
critical feafons. While others are hurried 

• 

by their fears and paffioris,: and know not 
what to do,they ought fedately to confider 
!he tendency andconfequences of prefent 

events, 
; . 

. --
• 

, 
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'events, :ano nlOuld . endea~~)l'':to guide into 
meafures,that will be' inoIf·IiI<dy to prevent 
'the ~vils' that are fe'ared,' or td make' t:hem 

• • •••• 

:toler~ble if they, lTI':lft.cOl'ne;·· '. . " .. 1," 

f" • • 

, " 
• 

• . .." . 
• • • • • • 

.' .' . 
• ... . . '.. . . . \ 

• •••• •• • • ,. I .• ..' • 

: ..... There-isOl)e.c6urre,.~hiGh·if it will ~:Ot 
• • • 

. be a' c,ertain cQr~)'will :y~t be . a gr.eat i;eJi~f 
~ 'in the mofi: 9~ngero,u~' .ftatG "\ye' :can be' j (1 ; , 

'<ind that is' tile pril.Clid: of piety ~nd lJ;li
'ire'rfal virtue. Vil:tue does'- in itfdf te'nd 
· • .' ". I •. , " • 

'to Pl:olpote pubU~ happ.inef&. . Frpgqli,ty, 
t~m P.eI:al1Ce; induftry wilrextri~ate l,IS .'qLlt 
Of moft difficulties that can arife ; . and' if 
,.. 1''''''' ,_. ~ • 

\ve are' acrua'ted by r~iigio~, God win. be 
· olir GOd,Oll r protectcir,and .friend;." itjYill \ 

• • 

be Well' \vith us arld' 'Ollr chilch:en for eVGr.~' 
- . .'. I" •. 

'WI~ate\'er h~.does elfe, 'if ii, rulel' has: li.n:-
, '. , 
aedl:anding in the; times, lle will prol:J.10tc: 
the fear of God alid obedience to his La ~s 

• • • 
, 

• , • • . -., 
, . . . ••••• ' r I 

· . I ~ave nqw'-c9rifidered 10m~ of ·th4; dif.
tinguifhing .qliali.ties. of a goop .. rl,11er·.·,. It 
5s not to. be expected,jn the prefei1t.in1p,er- . 
'feB: fiate,that rulers will b~ free froril ulil-
, ,-, ! .•••••• \ 

:t~k.es or .fault~; who.eyer looks fOl<fud'l,.a 
'beha~i6ur fr~in any .man. or JrOln~ui At 
· Qf ~en, w'~Il'uridotibtedly be'difappoiptGd, 

• '. ,E 2 ( 
, . . Bue 

\ 
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But though you may not expect a perfeCl: 
, (:haratter, yet the great author of nature, 
whofe tender mercies are over all his - ' , 

, works, " h.as thought fit to mingle from 
time to time 'among the fo~ieties (If men, 
a few of. thofe on whom he is ,gnlcioufly 
pleafed to beftow i larger proportion of 

,..: underftanding and integrity, than is givell 
1n the ordinary courfe of his providence to 
the fons of men. There are fuperior fpirits~ 
men who are born to gtiide,to ii1frruCt,and 
to preferve"; 'th-eir ablIities and their virtues 
denote thut'they wereforin-ed for ~he pub~ 
lic' good, and it would be a fault not to 
~mpr6ve thofe' ,~a,lents, 'with which the 
. ) I,',. , .. 

great Lord of all has entrufied them. 
They ought not t~ letflipanyopportuni': 
-ty !th~t'prerents"to ferve their country, of. 
:to do goocrto miinkind; ',: -:.. , " '\' 

, , ' , ' . 
~' • I. . • •••. • 

" , 'f:h~re. are i~deed att~ ~~d in~rigue.s, by 
'~hich Jdme men' intrude "themfelves into 

, ' 

~~tioi1s'ofdig'nity,:which ;are belo~ one of 
, 1i"great '~n'dgerierous: mind, ' arid which nb 
~onfiderationwi1lperftiade 'him 'to make 
ufe of. Butt,o faythafm'enought always 
-~o ,av.o~d' fgch {rations, thi:o' a modeft difi\..; 

, 
1." ,., - . I 

•• J,'" ,I \"" '. ,.', \,1.... . 'deuce 
, 

, 
, 
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dence' of their own abilities;, or that a 
people ought to reject thofe, who di(co ... 
ver a willingnefs to be employed,is to car~ 

, 

ry the matter much too far.i and acorre(-
pondent practice m~ght have very bad ef
fects. Ittpight deprive focietiesof the beft 
peads anq. hearts, and leave them a prey 
to crafty and ambitioQsmen, whore only 
care would be to aggrandize and enrich 
themfelves.' 'A. trut! ,patriQtcannot do his 
~ountry' a more ,important Jervice, than by 

, 

taking it out of thlf hands of fuch devour .. 
ing harpies. Confcious of his OWn, fupe:
riority, aBd a generous regard to the pub
.lie ,good, he ought to defpife the little ,re .. 
:fle6tions of thofe who are only uneafy bt<" 
caufe they are not in place,and ~ann()t ,~c
compliili their bafe defigns. Thehiftory 
ofR'ome fcarce affords.a 'moreilluftrious 
'charaaer than that of Fabius: Maximus. 
This: great man,having- fini£hed th~ year of 
·his ~confulate,when. Rome :was engaged 
:in dangerous wars, found that the fuffra
;gesfor a new 'cooful wereJik-e tobe-iu'fa-

tvorof one, who was quite raw and.inex
perienced..He ftop'd their procee'dings, 
let.'~ef~~e the e!~aors !he danger of .fuch a 
" "' , " ",' '," choice 

• 
, 

, 
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-'choke at' fuch a time;: and 'drew a charac .. 
• • 

-ter of the 'p~rfon they ought to choo[e, 
'which they could appfy:to none brit'bim
Jetf; the ;ciffembly was .:convinced, re~aUed 
'.their yo.t~s/ai1d unanimoufly elea~d l1i#i. 
:'Such was 't~eexigency of affairs~ . fa'y's th,e 
'hiffofian~ * thabio'one attended to tp.e dan-

o - 'gerof the precedent, or had the leailf6f-
picion that the conful Was aduated bya 
1uft of dominion, but all rather extolled 
his greatne[s of mind, that when he kne'w 
the commonwealth ftood in need of'ifs 

• 

greateR commander, and that. he w~s 
'without exception the man, ~e would ra
other run the hazard of the moft invidious 

, 

, 'refleCtions, 'than mifs an opportunity of 
{erving his country. 
• , . \ .. 

• 
• 

o , 

::. It is how~ver much more agreable fo·a . 
genero~s mind, to be called out by others 

'to public, (el'vice, than iri any fort to of. 
:ofer,'himfe~f: And.a people who have any 
° .:' • ' • • • regard 

• 0 0 

• ... Tempus ac.necellitas belli, ac 0 difcrimen fummre rerum 
" 0 (acieban~, ~cqu.is: aut in exemplum exquireret, au~ fuf-

• "petlumc'upiditatis'imperii confulem habere!, quiri lauda
° 'ban! poriusmagnitudinem animi,quod, qu~mfummo im
· - pea:atore eife opus republica: fciret, feque eum haud,dubie 
.. : : eife·; minori.~ invidiam fuam, /iqua ex re orirerur, quam. 
,. utilitatem Ieipublita: fetilfet. 

- 00 •• Ltv. Lib. xxiv. tap. ix, 
, 

• 

, 

• 

, 
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. , 

regard to their own fafety, will endeavor , 
to find out merit where ever it-is hid, and 
, 

to confer their honors on thofe who know 
• 

how to improve them • 

• 

So far indeed, as government is by the 
I .'. 

confiitution he'redifary, a people are 
obliged to fubmit to the difpofals of 
providence, andto pay homage to the lawful 
heir, whether his abilities are great or fmall : 
And in large communities~ the advantage, 

. at heredital:y ul0iiarcliy is-generally fuffi
cient to balanc~ ~very inconvenience; and 
where it is not, --itis_ in their own power . ,. . . . 

to do themfelves juftice, as "they have ge-
• 

nerally donefooner or later. Witnefs a-. . . . '. 

mong other mfia-nces, the- glonous revo-
lution in BRIT AiN, to which: Dobie exer-' , , .. , .. . ~ -. '. I, . .. . 
tion of natlOnal vlrtu~, we o"ye·th~ prefer-' 
vat~bn of ourIibe'rtY,!lnd the'p~elent happY.l 
'eftablifhment of :the houfeof· HANOVER'-- . . -, , . 

, 
' ... w ....... • •• ~ •• ". 

VVh~n a people imD?ediately .a-ppoint 
theIr own fulers, . tliey an:' to the Iail: de-. , 

gree infatuated, if they fix on thofe~ who 
are not capable'o~ feeing with their own 
eyes, but are obligedt'? move by the 'dir'ec~, 

. ',. . .' 
• 

• 



, 
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tion of others, or who get into power to 
gratify their vanity, their luxury, or their 
avarice; ana it requires no fpirit of pro
phecy to forefee, that a co'mmunity who 
~re fo loft, to public virtue, are nigh 

\ to deftruCl:ion. A people may. be deceiv
ed, . they. may be betrayed, by tlJen hl 

. - whom they put confidence. But they cle-

, 

, ~erve. to be. abandoned by providence, if 
t~~ytruftt~eir intereft with men, whom 
they know to be either weak or'wicked. 
-

, 

, 

~. lam. in the feqnid place to fpeakof the 
'~uty of fUQjects to their rulers; a1;}cl the 
i!hdlcating this will . fhow, at the fame 
time" the 'hap.p:y influence which good go
vernmept is like· to ,have on the commupi
nity. ' . (~The~.heads of,Iffachar were men' 
that .had .. ulidedl:a~ding of the times, to 

. . .. -. . -

know what I(rael.ought to do, and all their 
'. ,.~ --.., - . . 

brethren were at their commandmmt." 
• 

• • 

• 

• .. . " 
• 

. The duty of rulers and' fubjeCls is mU-l 

tual; rulers ought to love their people .and . 
to-feek ,their welfare j and the people .on 
~heir' part, 'ought to be fubjeCt to the 

u mIt 
.....- - -

, 

, 

, , 
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fubmit to their lawful commands, both 
are necdTary to the public happinefs .. If 
people will not fubmit to tho[e who are 
placed over them, there is an. end of go-

_ vernment, and to all the happy pur
pores for which it was inftituted; the 
whole is thrown into a !tate of anarchy 
and confufion, which will [oon terminate 
in the other extreme, tyranny and oppref
fion. Snbmiffion to authority is [uppo .. 
fed in the very nature of government, it is 
founded in the higheft rear on ; without it, 
the moll: perfett virtue in rulers will not 
anfwer any valuable end. 

• 
• • 

• 

Obedience to rulers is a matter of fo much 
importance, that our Saviour and his apof~ 
tics, who meddled very little with the king
doms' of this vv"Orld, thought it neceffary to 
enjoin it on chriftians. "Render" fays our 
" Lord, to Crefar the things thai: are Cre
" [ar's"*'. " Let every [o'...ll,raysSt.Paulpi~ be 
" [ubjeCt to the hig!ler powers; for there 
"is no power but of God, the powers 

~ 

"that be arc ordained of God, \vh'o[ocver 
.' . 

"therefore refifteth the povvcr,rdlfreth the 
6' ordinance of God; and th~y that refifr 

F " ihaU 
~' Zl'1att; xxii. 21. "f Rom. xiii. !. 2. 
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" iliaI!' receive to themfelves ' damnation." 
St .. Peter directs, * I, fubmit yourfelves to 

'. "every human cQnj1itution for the, Lord's 
" fake; whether itbeto the king as fupreme; 
",or u'nto governors~ as unto:them that are 
"fent by him, for' the punifhment of evil 
" doers, and f~r the p~aife of them that do 
,t well; for (0 is the 'will of Gad." From 
fueh paffages as thefe," fame have argued 

• 

the doCtrine of paffive obedience and 'non-
· refiftance in all cafes 'whatJoevel'; or that 

, , 

'we ate not to' oppofe thofe who are in 
'authority, although they evidently aCt 
contrary.to the defignof their inftitution, 
,and are bent to ruin the fociety, which it 
'is thei~ duty,' to defend arid promote. A 
'doctrine fo big with abfurdity, that one 
, , , 

would think' rio one of common under-
, 

,ftanding ,could embrace it; certain1y he 
muft have the temper of a flave that can · , , 

,praCtice upon it. St.' Paul very plainly 
:teaehes u~,how far fllbjeCl:ion is due to a 
'civil magiftr~te, when he gives i~ as a rea .. , 
,fon for this IubjeCtion, "for he is the mi-

, 
• , 

ce nifter of' God to thee for good t." The 
end for which God has placed men in au .. 

thority 
., '~ 1 Pet. ii. 13.14,15; t Rom. xiii. 4--

, , 
, 

, 

, 
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thority is;that they may promote t~e p\lb- , 
lie happinefs : When they improve their 
power to contrary purpo[es, .when they 
endeavour to fubvert the conftitution, .and 

• 

to enfiave a fr(2e people, they are no longer. 
the minifters of God; they do not act by. 
his authority; if we are obliged to be fub
JeB:,it is oi1ly for wrath and not for conCci-

, ehce fake,and they wnofupportfuch rulers' 
betray their country,anddeferve the mifery 
they bring on themfelves. Happy WOllld. 
it be if it was cOl1finerl to them! 

• 
, . .. • 

• 

1 am fenfible, it is difficult to £late this' 
point with precifion ,; to determine where 
fubmiflion ends andrefiftance may lavlifully 
take place, fo as not to leave room for 
men of bad minds unreafonably to oppofe 

, government, and to dearoy the peace of 
fociety. . Moft certainly people ought to 
bear 'much, before they' engage in any at-

. - . - . . 

• 

temp,ts againft thofe who are in al1thority; . 
they;ought to confider their rulers as frail. 
andJallible men,who are liable to miftakes 

• • • 

andJa~lts, when their general aim is good 
a\1r'right ; , they fhould overlook their er~ 
J:'qr~, and' ~ven th~i~ vices, if they are' not . , . 

.. fl\cl~ 

-

• 
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fuch, as tend directly to overturn theft'ate~ 
~:nd to bring difirefs and ruin on the whole 
community. Better, a partic1,llar :p~rfon» 
yea many individ~als ~ould fuifer,than tQ 

encou'rage 'civil broils and a public difiur,,:, 
bance.· ' ',; . ' " " 

" ' , , , " , , 

'Whe.n rulers are; wife: and good,; oppofi~ 
tion'is, an high crime;: ,men, ought-not tq., 

, 

~aketheir own jealoqfies, refentm~nts, 0.1' 
p.dY~t~ i~t~refi, a,pr~tence, for reflfi:ing au-, 
thority, 01' tpftir up f~cHons, and fed~tion~, 
;:lgainft their rulers. Such men will be the 
faulty,caufes of the 'evilS that follow, and 
will,have an awful account to give at the' 
~ar of God; "whofoever refifteth the power, 

, '~'. re.fifteth the oi'dil1iU'lce of God, and they , 
f' 'that :refift {hall receive to themfelves 

1 '. ~ , , 

~c damnation." , 
, , 

• 
, , 
, , 

, 
, . , , , 

,.' ')'." , , • • • • • 

, , 
, 

~ . . . 

, 'Men 'Qf fuch peryerfe and turbulent' 
n1~n4s may pombly~ bY,dark intrigu'es and' 

r . ," '. ,..,. ., . , 

falr~ ipfiiluatiol,ls,. raife' fufpicion~ or. evil, 
~~figns; ;~nd' of fchemes that never' 'etif~r~d ' 
~nto anyone's head but' their, own,'; , a1!-d 
~~ 'ruiers~ar~ impeifea~' ihey may -finli,1op ... ' 
,qr.tui1it~es:from: their miftakes1 to fill the 

, J '-, '.' . ,- , '" " min d~ 
I " 



Jninds' of people with prej udiCesand' uhe:i ... 
fInefs'; they: may poffibly prevail to· raife· 
tumults' anddifrurbances;· :but vel'y often 

1, , , 

they fal1~ :irito'the pit they; digged for' o-
thel's'; :Gdd In ;his 'prQVidenCe brings Jo 
light their dark defigns,· ahd· they; heebme 
the objetts ·of univerfal contempt 'and-ab~ 
librrencel .' ".' 

• • - . . .. , 

People are generally capable of knowing' 
when they are well ufed·, Public: happ~."': 
nefs is eafily felt. Men cannot but· peri:~iye, . 
when they: enjoy their rights a~~r;privil~~ 

. ges; when they fit a,t qpiet unqer their· 
own: vines ~nd .fig-t:ree~, and there is I1,o~e 

• 

[ to make themi:afraid'\;' when' t~e: la:w~iof 
• 

theland ·hiv.e~t4eir courfe,· and :·juftic:e is-
• •• 

irripartially adminifrred,;i when no ,unreafo .. ·· 
. pable. brirthcns: a~e laid;upon them!;'; when': 
their; rulers 'are ready tohea( theiccom .... 
plaints and t~. redrefs their; wr6ngs~:;when: . 
~heytreat thentwith con(Ie[~en:fion,te'nder:'"-

. nefs:alld:affeGi:ion ; -when·!the,Y: fyiJiP~tllife . 
with: .thl!:m: .. under their ;diffic~l]tie~, . :al'!d .. 
lik!!.-:.th:eil' ;g~eaf mafi:e( .are . affliCted, ina-Il· 
their affii~ip.ns, Such,a: Jemper ;IIJ~: .cpg~ 

. . duCt in rulers are eafilj perceived ,without 
• • 

~;1Y'ex,traor~inary pene!ratio~~ ~~ 
.' . , . 

• 

• 



I 

An EleEtion-Scpmon. 
, , 

, 

It js, not without defign, that the facred i 
hiftorian [peaks of the heads ofUfacha'r and, . . , . 

, 

the, r~ft of th~ tripeas brethren; and this 
, 

fuggt;!Js a gooc;i r~a:fon fortheir. fo ready 
ful?jeCliQn, "alld:all their brethren were, 

" 
(C:il~t.heir COmIl);~I1;(\1;jt:nt". When ap~o-' 

j>leperceiye, that ,they who, ha\'e power in, 
.,... . 

thei,r hands £till treat them as brethren, as, 
partaking ?f t~e fame common llatu~e, a~d 
as, having- a-right to their liberty and pro- i 

, peitt/they will ha'.·e a reciprocal affeCtion
tcflhei'r' -rulers, they will be'loth to grieve, 
an:dioffendthem, they will be quiet and' 
peaceable, 'and 'will do what they can, to' 
render their adminiil:rationeafy, who im
prove,their power on1y.to make them hap- . 
py. ,If atl,any time the people.c1ainour and' 
find fault, ' as they fometimes do urider the: 
beftgovernment,i~confequence:of real or: 
imaginary mifcoriduCl:, 'or, when heavy bur .. : 
thens':arelaid upon them, they foon rreco-I 
venheit,tem:per~ they forget the faults of; , 
their.'ti.llers, they remember only their good: 
deeds, '~111d there, is danger, that to make' 
amends, for their pail:, miftakes, ,they, will: , 
~~h'·~~d ~ith loyalty and fubmiffion.' ' ; 

. .,. r. . . ." . .• 
) '\ . , " 

.' .. 
.. , 
, .- . ' Rulers, . ..... .. .. 
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Rulers have fo many ways of keeping up 
,their influence; that it is not ea[y to effetl: 
,a general oppofition, even where they have 
,the moft pernicious defigns. A good ruler 

, 

is almoft fure of love and efieem, of fub-
million and obedience. "Men love their 
happinefs too well to deftroy and ruin it, 
,by oppofing thofe from whom they know 
it is derived to them." Experience Ihowsl' 
that if they, who are vefted with power~, 
have but a moderate {hare of public virtue, 
they are admired and honored while they 
.live, and their memory is bleifed long after 
· they are dead. Rulers therefore always have 
it in their powet,to fecure the people in their 
intercft, and to gain 'a place in their hearts. 
By attending to their duty, they will pro-
· mote the happinefs of t~e people, and a:t 
the fame time fix their own authority. If 
'the heads of a community have under
fran ding of the times to know' what Ifrael 
,ought to do, they will be like to ·have all 
• • 

· their brethren at their commandment. But 
.' . 
where men are grofly of a, contrary charac-
,tel', and pervert theirpO\ver to tyrannical 
purpotes ; fubmiffion, if it can be avoided, 
is fo far from being a duty, that it is a 

, . 
• 

• cnme, 
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crime.. It is an offence againfi the ftate of 
which"we are members, and whofe 'hc:\ppi
nefs . 'we ought, to plicfer to oUf)'chief joy. . ' . 
It is an offen~e a-ga,mft· mankind, whofe 
rights we meanly ,betray. It is an offenc:e 

, 

againfr God,- who js good to all, and ,who 
has '~ppointed government fOf; the welfa(e 

. 1;lnd ;h~pinefs~ and not.thc:' deftrucrion of 
his creatures., .. . 

., , 
• 

, 

• 

• • •• 

, , , 
, , 

, .. 
, , 

, 

. '. ' . 

• 

, 

, 
, 

, 

, ~ow. happy. is .GREA T-13RIT AIN in a 
,Prin~e, who aq:qupts it his' glory to reign 
over a free people, and ,who; We truft, will 
always make the laws' of the land the rule 
of his. admipiffi<;ltion ! How frill morf. bap
'py, iii a, cohftitti,tioh' that fcarce admits of 
tyrariI?Y, "unlefi the peo~le themfelves be~ 
,com~, corrupt and' venal; ,and when that 
is the ,cafe, : nothing out omnipotence can 

, 

fave them! , • 

, . , . 

. It is the'fafety of the Britifll nation that 
it's m:onarchy is 'hereditary, as that right is 
now underfiood. It is a favor' of heaven, 
that our.lawfulSovereign ~s p'offefs'd of vir
tues, which enfure him the love and obedi
ence of his fubjeCls. ~~ Becaufe' the Lord 

- , -" hath 

, , 

-, . 
, 
\ 

, 
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, ' 

~', hath loved. his people he hath' made thee 
• 

".king over them." May that kind pro~ 
vidence, which has fa often appeared for 
our nation, frill watch over it foi' good; 
difappoint every attempt t? fubvert their 
liberties, and preferve them froin thofe in~ 
fernal vices and corruptions; which they 
have more reafon to fear than any foreign 
enemy; or open violence! 

, . . 
. The fomi of government, in, this pro~ 

vince is a little model of the Britifh confti-
. , 

tation. Our commander in chief, who re~ 
.' ' 

.prefents the King, is not eleae~ by our~ 
felves; We do not complairt of~this as ali 

infringement of our lIberties,)' it rather 
, 

frees us from many inconveni~nties, which 
, 

would attend frequent popular. elections. 
, . 

Efpecially may we efteem ,it a privilege, . 
while we haveaGentleman at our head;whd 
fo well underftailds our civil conftitution,and 
who,we perfuade ourielves,fincel'ely aims at 
.the happinefs of the people he. i'~ appointed 
to govern. ' May his ExcellencY's fetvices 
for th~'public always fin? acceptance with 
an obliged and grateful people ! and m~y 

. G he 
, . 

• , 
. -'. 

• 
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... , 

he have the approbation of his great Lord, 
'when he gives an account of the talents 
committed to him f " 

, . " . 
" . . , ,J ' , 

, : The, other', branches of our l~gifl.ature 
,are chofe' by' ourfelves. It refrefhes our 
hearts to fee, the return of this anniverfary, 
'~md wehope:fills them with: thankfulnefs 
:t~ God. : The preience of,?ur. General. Af-
fembly, and tne bufiilefs -of ~his day, put 
us in mind of the liberties we enjoy, while 

• - '. - t • 

'mol'e thim: nine-teriths' of nlankind are ia , . . . - .. , 

'lhe mofr a~iea ~a~ery, ·aild·multitudes of 
-fne'm, ,to -the bitfeft and '\vorft ,of the hu-

. " . 

man race. ' We cOlic1i:Jde:it is from the ex~ 
. . ". . 

perience ~ th~ir~ confiitllents" have ~.ad" of 
;their wif®marid integrity, that fo many 

I . . . . 

:are returned to [erve in the :prefent affem-
.bl:y;who', have formerly had a feat there. 
We canilot think this, peopJe are yet [0 

corrupt, as 'generally:, to'be influenced 'in 
:their eleCtions by other confi,derations: 
'We truft that-they,whom they haye'hon'o-

. : red :withthis mark of theii', confidence, will 
: haye a fa,cred regard to. their intereft, and 
" wiUnot fufferanyfinifter views to. byars. or 
. go~em them.:" _ ' ~ , .' . " 

• 
, , 

f. • ~ 

• 

• 
• 

" , . , One 
• 

, 

, 

, 

, 
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One of our valuable charter privileges 
is this day to be exerCifed. A privi~ege, to 
which it is owing, that the province has of 
her fans at the council-board; men who 

• 

naturally care for our ftate, and who are 
deeply interefted ili the confequences of 

. , 
every public meafllre. Godgl'ant that this 
privilege may never he wrefted from us ! 

• 

One way to prevent fo fatal an event, is to 
make a wife ufe of this ~mportant truft, 
to chooCe "out of all /the people able 
" men, [uch as fear God, men' of truth, 
" hatingcovetoufnefs j" who underfralld 

• 

our intereft,and have virtue to purfue it. It 
our pre[ent Councellors are [uch men, their 
experience in public bufineis willdoubtldp 

give them a great advantage. '.' 
• • 

'. . 

Wifdom and integrity are always nece[..,. 
fary to conftitute a good ruler; bll~ when 
the flate of a people is perplexed and dif
ficult, . it requires more attention, and a 
greater exertion of abilities;. and. by their 
prudence and fieadinefs at [neh times, ru
lers make it evident, that they ar.e qualified 
for the trufi: repofed in them. $uch a cri-

-tic:;al fearon, if I miftake not, is the pre[ent ; 

• • 

. '. \ l an\! . 

• 

/ 
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\an4 I cannot eafily be mittaken, when all 
orders d,f men ~re fo generally alarmed, in 
this and the other cqlollies, and appre
he~q t~ei~ moil: vitluable privileges in' dan-

, ' ger ~ , ' '; , : 
, , , , , 

, , 

, I a~ far from impeaching the juftice of 
_ 1he J3riti£4 p,~rliament. If any, acts have 

pafs'd that feern hard on the c'olonies, we 
, 

~ught to fuppof~, tIler an~ nqt owing to 
any defign formed againfl: them, but to' 
iniftakes anq mifr,eprefentations.-:-To you, 
<mr honored, rulers, it b.elqngs, tq rectify, 

.fuch mi~akes; in' fu,ch ways ~s you iliall, 
,*hin~, decent ~Qd p'r~per.': ' 

I :' , 
, 

9lJi' fatp~rs, dearly bo~ght the pr~vileges" 
we enjo}.' It i~ ~~i4ent,when t~~y left their , 

Englifhmen w,ould fDllDw them w~ereye~ 
therfat down, aJ;ld be tranfmitted t9 their 

, pDfterity; and w~ hDpe their Pb~er~ty ha~~ , 
,done npt~ing to forfeit ~heql. 'I~" wa~ 
l<,indly and juftly faid by Bifho,p Burnet to, 
a New~England ag~nt,' as ~ find it, deli-' 
vered befDre his excellent Son' arid theGen .. - . . ... . . 
> , 

er~l.A.ift!m~ly of this pr9.vlnc~ *. " Th,at 
i",. ,", '\ " , .' "', ~. ~ '" " " h ' 

• J " • •• 1 _. :.. • e ~.-
~ Mr. Prince;s Sermon preached before Governor B1;lrnet': 
, ~~ th~, qener~l A~em?,ly, July 25, l7.z8. .:,;, 

, ' ' , ' , 
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he would openly fiand up for us, and not-
withftanding all the obl<?quy that would 
pe caft upon him' for it, he would plead. 
ourcaufe; and when our charter fhould. 
~ome to be coilfideredin the houfe of Lords; . 
he would there publickly deClare, that there 

, . 
was a greater facrednefs in tge char.ter 
of New-:-England, than in tqofeof tl~e cor
porations in England; for thore were onJy 
~as of grace, whereas the charter' of New
England was a c6ntraB:hetwee~ the King 
;md the firftpatentees ; wherein they had.. 
proinifed to en.large the king's qomin~ons' 
on their own charges, provided that they, 
and their pofterity m,ight enjoy fu~h· and' 
fuch priv.ileges: and now. they, had per
formed their part, for. th{! king.' to de
l)rlve their pofterity ohhe pri:vileg~~ grF\Il
ted, to them, would carry a face of injilO:ice 
, 

~n it." Thus that gr~'at al1d good man. . 
, , , , , 

, 

We highly vC\luc our cqnncCl:ion wit4' 
, . . . . 

9:r~t~Brit~il1, there is P~rl1~PS.' not, a ma~, to : 
b~ fo.und llmong us, who would wiih. to ,be 

• - '. _ • ~J ••. •• . " 

il1dependent on 'our moth~r-country, we 
fuould regret the mon difhintthought of fuch 
• . • "..' I ,,_, '. • . , . , 

an event; we a,.r~ . grieved ' th.a~ ,ther~ .is any, 
~hing to crc,ilte the leafl, fqfp.icii)p. o(wal1't qf ' 
\ .. '." .'''- " .... ,,' ,'" -', 'ie'nderners 

• • • • 
~ , , , , 

, 



-

, 

54 'An EleElion-Sermon. 
, 

, 

tenclernefs on their part, or of duty on our's. 
We hope there is no ground for either. We 
trufr our King and his Parliament will yet ' 
hear us and confirm our liberties and immu
nities to us. And we earnefily pray that a 
happy union may fubfifr between Great-' 
Britain and her' colonies to the latcfr pofre-

, 

• nty .. , 

, , 

Our rulers are ,a part of ourfelves, they' 
look on the whole community as their bre
thren, they have one common intcrefr with ' 
us. : We doubt not they feel for th~ir people 
in this difficult day, and will exert all their " 
abilit~es in the prefent exigency. Time has 
been, when even darker clouds hung over 
the, BritHh colonies thari thore which now -
threaten us ; and the God of heaven has ap-
peared and diffipated them. His arm is not· ' 
fh9~tned that he cannot' rave, his ear is not . 
heavy that he cannot hear. The friends of 
Zion will not ccafe to pray, that our rulers 
may ibe lead in a fare and plain path; and 

.. 

Wy trufr they will themfelves im'plore the di- ' 
reCti on and affi!l:ance of him, who ~'giveth 
,~. wiCdom to the wife, and knowlege to them' 

_ !' th~t know undel!l:anding." - Happy wi~l it ; 
: -, be 

, 

• 



; 

• 

An EleClion-Sermon. 55 
• 

be for you, our honored fathers, if you are 
the infhuments of prQlonging our tranquility. 
It will be an honor put upon you by theGod 
of heaven: It will render you accepted. of 
the multitude' of your brethren: You will 
be ell:eemed and blefs'd while you live; and 
your names will be had in grateful remem
brance long after you have enter'd the world 
of fpirits. 

But whatever afpect this important affair 
may have on our prefent or future profperity, 
it is not all that calls for the attention of our 
rulers. He mull: have but little underll:and
ing of the times, who does not fee that we 
are in more dang€r from our internal vices, 
than from any external impoGtiollS. Our lux
ury,extravlgance and intemperance threaten 
our ruin. VI e live above ourfelves, we have 
forfaken the Gmplicity of our fathers in our 
drefs,our furniture and our tables. . \Ve im
port much that is abfolutely fuperfluous, that 
tends only to feed our, pride and vanity. 
Some little private efforts have been mad'e to 
reform there evils,puffibly the legif1ature may 
find out forne morc effectual method to rL1p4 
prefs our vices, and to encourage in~u[hY1 
frugality and fobriety. There 
• 

I 

, 
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'" .. . I ' • . • • . • 
•• ~"I."- ~ •. ,,_._._.. .' 

.:, : .Ih~.r~ ,!~.~ J1~~~h e.nq~iry~ 1. ~m iriformed; 
l~~~~~.J~fi:~!f~~lR~Y, ,~ow:.th~y: ~ight niife ~ 
·'.f~~~?u~f~?nL~he/piritriol1s liquors th~t are 
l~.xpe~~~d ~~?~g ;~~. ,; ~a~,ri?~hing be don~ 
j:~:p~ey~~t!~l;e ~~J~:ee .~re~~~ .them? if no~; , 
Jh~ giory isdepa:rt~d,. we.:need nothing elre 

, ';t~make: us: a'PQoi'1~1ifenible people. t . 
- l. v f. -' .... " • .J".' '" .. '. . :Our 

• • , . . ..... .. ' , + " Of all the /niferies and plagues" fays the late excellent 
, .pr. Stephen Hal&1 •• .. t,hiit unha~py man has ~een inci~ent 

',:. tQ;nob.ewas~evel: fp eJfll~u~lly dejhq~\v.e'a~ this,not el'en 
•. ~~9fe thr~e f9,r.t;j!1,dgl)1~nJ~ ofw1r, p~llil~llce anci famine; 

,-\vhich aftedtavinJtraged torfom.e time,ceafe.But this 
'.:. ~vHJpiri!;is ~Jl;}Wr~!~9tipg.*,r<:~I~f~~ile~y, that; threa~ 

. , tens dellruCiioq frop! ,geqeration, to,gcncrat!on. Andyet. 
- . :has)not thii, c8.lamity: made' a furplizirig advance within 
, .. ,.twen~y or'thirtHeJl.rs:..? An..d ia)t nut dilily fprcading far 
. ': and wide, botll".athome, ~rid in tlur' 'tblonies abroad? 
(:. ~ Wilat.tbch muft tie:t~ie,encl iher~of (a~hdt good G'od ! l 
_ ,. l;)u,t the fina1.rLi~n·pf thi,sgre~t and ir.a~~~g; nati?n." . ,,: . 
The Dr. addstheJoll.owlng note: ·The ,ternbJe' de.lhuEhon 

'j'. ,~f h~.m,anJ~v~.~,~}: ~~:p~~y~iH~g; u,fe of Spi!ituolIJ Liquors,; 
app~ars fre.m ,th.e fdllo,wlD g .accou~~s. ; . . ., 

~,lrl·the }>tiu" i680} :th~chiiflenings" :Withill the. . iz' 
, '" ,bills' of Jllotla11ty;, \}Tere :np mpt!!' than: '. ;.'.. .?4? 

'FrqmwJi!cli'iMntb~i:;'jn i7og':lhey refe.to· .. · q65ij 
~And,.more reJiHlI'Jtably;:~II.the y.car: ~71:~, ,(1101-1' •. , 
" .~it.h~i1,n~ing}~~!!ep't ANN': 1011$ 'lIJar) they. }- !566~ 
.. were advanceiho ','" - , ..'... J ", 
.F~!D tpat' tim,e t~y ~onti~uaUy e,~c(~afed till 1 . 

, ~he. y~ar 17z4-, when they amou~ted,to no>- 19370 
tIefs dian .• " ,: J ' 
.lIllt from, that yeat, when the J;¥ of Spiriluousl,. . 

"iquOl'S ;became [o:common, .as to occaGon a I , 
- 'public reprefentation from the' cQUege of • 
. phyllcians ~he year following, inft~ad of in-}

, . mafing' a~ formerly; they have continually 
. ; ' . . dwtafld, till they are now reducedJ . at. a me

'dium for the ~hree laft years/ ,~ 
, 

, 

\ 

"'~ - . 

... 
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. Our fathers in·the civil governme1'lt can 
fcarce be fenfible 'how far and wide intempe
rance·has fpread, efpecially among the lower 
fort-of people. I doubt not their readinefs 
to apply a remedy, if it is in their power; 
whether any can be found, is not for me to 
fay • • 

• 

·R 
So·tbat1he year 1750 producedftwlr chrilten- . 

ings than the) car 1700. 

The l.hildren likewife that are 6qrn come in
to the worfd. with fuch had Conjlitutions. thaC 

. -

While 

• •• 

being fickly and fec·ble. they die in' prodi- .. 
gious numbers under five years old. And 
many .c:hildre/l, in Ilead of being. nourilhed 
'by wholfome food. are foon confumed by 

. thefe irlflammatory Spirits, which'mull ne
ce/farily dellroy a fabric [0 very flight and 
tender. 

10 LOlldol1, the chritl:enings.for the lall ten years, I 
were at a medium, . '. '.1 

The children 'who dred every yea~ under Jive I 
in the fame Period, wcr.: at a medium, ""·1 

WherM, . according Ill. D, Halley's Cal,cu)ati'1' 
. 00, the deaths uuder fix Ihould have been 00 ~ 

Ilwre than . J 
The annual lofs by premature deaths of 

weakly children . ' 
:By fewer births 
This tofs, in one dillria of the kingdom only, 

'Viz. not all the city and fuburbs of londoll, 
• • 

IS every year . 

• 

N. B. 'fhe above account of the dellruaion of the human 
fpecies, relating only ·to children u'nder five years of age, 
is excluftve, of ALL that prodigiouf numb~r of Eng/ijh fub
jeas a6Q'v# that IIge. whQ ,gntinllally dUl P1 'he Caml: 
.;aufe. 

-

• 
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_. \Vhile our rulers are corrfulting the pUblic 
- , 

good, and enqtfiring what this people ought 
t~ do,it becomes llS to fubmit to their aurho
~ity, apd to lead quiet and peaceable lives in 
aU goJline[sand honefty ; \veought to bc 
fubjecl: to there minif1c:rs of ~God, not only 
for wrath but for confcience ftkc. Obt?ci .. • 

. .:nce to rukrs en~crs into religion; by 311 un
r.6fonnblc oppofition to . them, we difplc::tfe 
God by whofe providence they arc placed 
over us. 

• 

The bufinefs of rulers is difficult cnougL 
L· 

in irfdf, we ought not to encreafe their diffi-
culties by a faCtious turbulent behaviour. No 
good ruler will be averfe to have his public 
conduCt examined, or find fault with decent 
·Jemonfhabces when they act contrary to the 
fenre of; the community.· Bur it is hard, 
'When they have done their berr,to be cenfur
td and revikd, and to have government l:nade' 
uneafy by the jealoufie~ and intrigues of dif.. 
coiltentedmen, who think nothin<t; right but 
what they do-themfelves ; and -delight to r:lifc 
fufpicionsof defigns which arc the product: 
of their own vain imaginations. \Ve: ihould 
reOlcmber that n~lel"s arc men oflikc pailions, 

and. 
J 
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and' are in a flate of peculiar temptation. W c
ought not to magnify their faults,but to bear 
with their infirmities and overlook their mif
takes, whm we ·have reafon to think they 
00 not proceed from a bad heart.' When 
God has honored them by making them in
firumcnts of good, we ought not only to 
reverence, but: to cfieem and love them for 
their works fake. 

It would be well, if both rulers and peo
ple would confider the brevity and UllCCf

tainty of human life, and that account \yhich 
they mul1 all give of the t,hings done in the 
~ody. What a happy inft.uence would this 
have on their temper and conduCt! It would 
lead rulers to improve every talent to the 

. honor of God and the good of men. It would 
lead fubjeCl:s fa far as is poffible,and as much 
as in them lieth, to promote peace and union. 
It would make us all follicitous to app rove 
ourfelves to God,and to get that ftiliritual un
derfianding, which only can make us meet 
for the inheritance of the faints in light . 

• 

_. ----------~--------------------. .. , 
, 

AGE zoo at the bottom, read, where (0 mllch depends, 
',. and the confequence or aCtiog wrong is like to be [0' 

!atal to &c. 


