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4 TUNERAL SERMCN,

Plalm, XLVI. 1. God is our refug: and [iiength,
a very prefent belp in trouble. -

AN isalw2ays dependant ani thevefore al-

ways wants help and fireng:l.. But he e-
{pecially wants thele in a time of trouble. A
time of trouble is often, if not always a'time of
danger : and In danger we want a retuge, a
;ﬂace to which ve may flee andbe fafe. Even
in profperity we are dependant, ani want help,
ftrength and refuge; butat fuch a timz we are
not apt to be fo {enfible of our wants. Introu-

ble afenfe of therg is wont {o he i >ly aditrong,
and to carry full conviétion <o the “lud. Now

our text inferms us where wi n v obiain that
firength and help, and where we aj tind that
refuge, whichare {o neceflary in tr> ble.  God
is our refuge and [l -zlh, a very prefen: :;L P in trous
ble,

i

Asour text plainly implies, that we are liable
*» +rouble, therefore I thall

. -

. mf; a4 fhice of the troubles to which we

?
1\, Nl ULL AR

@, Coriueria what relpeéts God isourreiage
and ltrength,
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3. Show that he is a very prefenthelp in trouble,

I. I am to mention fome of the troubles to
- which mankind arc. moﬁ- liable.

‘Thele are of feveral kinds,

1. We are Liable to perfonal troubles, fuch as
pain, fickne!s and death. By one man fin enieied
iifo the w:ifid, and “death by fin, and fo death pafjed
upon okl men, for that all have finned.  And wiiin
Ceath cume dll that train of evils whi(‘h attend

it aud lead to it.,  We ave liable to difappointe
ments in our expectations; to dilappointments
in'bulinels ; toloiles ol pf‘operty, and (o poverty
with all its attendant evils. There is no de.
peudmue on dny pofleilions in Life. The moft
_dmumtonuu ye their property, and are redu-
ced to the greateit wuul., "W are liable to the
lofs of our rcpvfatma, and this not only inconfie
quez ice of il condudy, but by the mere malice f
others. Even the holy apoftles and primitive
Chrifilans could not be {afe from the 1epr ches
of their enemies. . Cor. 1V. 12, 13. Beng
reviled, we biefs o bene perfrcuted, we fuffir it: hes
ingr wofumcd, we entreat s we ave rade as the filth of
the world, and are the offscouring of all things wunto
this oo,

2. We are Vil v w0 L eccavenient of our friends
814 . ¢ é‘aﬁ\‘f*ﬂ T 'wigfl,':a e saorld (then Vee
T diplads 00 e ey are taken
ava s oveof consie jofe Ciad bapopine s which
wi cooived from them, }”“ los, the lois of them

18 peacsdiy attended vl i ieiiti;i‘* adiotion
wiuch
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which is peculiar and pungent. To {ep.rate fome
of the neareit connections ot life is like teparating
-~ foul and body, or tearing man trom himielf, Yet
there is no dllchdrge in this war,

'3. We are liable to public calamities, fuch as
drought, famine, wars, iuternaltroils and cemmeo-
tions. Some of thole caamities are {everely ielt
at this very time, by fcveral of the natious ot the
world. But happy are we that we are free from
them. Another publick calamity to which we
and all men are liable, is the lols ot wi e-and faith-
ful mapilirates. And thic s a very great calamity.
A fartbfu: man, who confind ¢ 'When we have found
him and tonnd him i, the ofiice eia principal maglf’
trate,w e ought highly to prize liim, and whenhe is

taken {rom us, to conlider it as a great trown of
dwme providence,

4. We are liable to {piritual troubles as well as
temporal. Asiinners, we are alreaay the xubjeét&
of that which is the fource of zll other evils. And
in confequence of fin anddepravity in genc ~al we
ope liable to wvarious tex“lndnom, temptatimis
from our own corruptisns, temptations from the
world and from our grand adverlary. We
m e liable to fpiritual delertions, to the hding cf

t.e light of God’s countenance, to the juft with-
hiding of {nch meafures of divine grace as we
n:ed for our Chriftian comfort and edification;
n1y to the accufations of a guilty confcience, to
fear of divine wrail, to {piritual darknefs and e-
ventodefpondencv.  Allo we are linbie to trou
ble which rejpuct tl.c church of God n gencr.;.l

le
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Is there a gencral oppofition to the caufs of
Chrift ¢ a general periecution? or a perver=
fion or rejedtion of his truih more or lefs
genera ? Thele muft effect every Chruian, and
be a fore trial to him. In proportion as the caufe
of Chrittianity is promoted and prolpers, every
‘real Chriftian is happy;in proportion aé it is.op=
poled and obftrudted, it is a trouble and an afflic=
tion to him

. Thele are fome of the kinds of trouble both
temporal and {piritual, to which we are moft lia-
ble. Inthele we needarefuase, we need firength
and help: and our text direfts us where we
may find them. f

Thercfo-re 1 am to proceed,

II. To cn.xﬁdcr in what xe{'peé't God 1s oux.
refuge and lirength,

~ Avrefuge is a fhelter from any dinger or dif-
trefs. A perlon expoled to an enemy may flee
to a fortrets. In tius cale the fortre(s is his re-
fuge. Expofed to a fterm he may flec to his
houfe, and then he makes his houle arefugem
Now God is a refuge or a defence to all who will
fiee to him, whatever their danger, diftrefs or
troubie be. He is their firength too. Thofe
‘who are weak, nced ftrensth: thofe who are ex-«
poled, need a refuge.  But we arc both weak
.and expoied.  As creaturcs we are weak origi-
nally and neceliariiy ; and are rendered much
more weak by fin and depravity,  Allo we are
£ -
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expofed to innumerable foes, ard o be over-
whelmed by innun:erable evils.  Therelore we
neecaretuge.  But God offers himie'f to us both
as our ftreugth and reiuge. - I all our troubles
and dangers we may lateiy appiy to bim, and if
we appiy hncerely, we fual finl refuge and
firen, th. He will protect usisom all the evil
which is not tor our good, and wiliover-ru‘e that
for our good, which Le permits to come upen us.
He will itrengthen us by his grace immediately
conmunicated. Thus he firengthered Paul un-
der his trials, and ailured hiun that hs grace was
{futticient for bim : and throigh Chrilt fireagthen-
ing him he could do all things. =

Befide the immediate influer.ce of the divine
grace and ipirit, God is alio wont to firengthen
by his truth. |

Here it may be proper to enquire, what con-
fiderations or views of God and divine truth
have a happy tencency tolupport and firengthen
Chniftians under the trials of life,

1. The confideration that God reigns univerfally
and that he orders all their afflictions, happily
tends to lupport and firengthen them. Hiskingdom
ruleth over all and his dilpofal extendeth to all
events whatfoever; pot only to thole which we
acknowledge tobe important, fuch as the rife
and fall of kingdoins and empires &c. But to
thole which we are apt to think are moft unim-
portant and trifling. For the former depend
on the latter, The {elling or Jofephinto Wgypt,

tae
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the confequent prefervation of the family o
Jacob and the {uifilment of God’s covenant with
Abraham, all depended on  the {eemly trifling
occurrences of a boy's dr&.m. and of his father's
making of him a coat oi divers colours. And
even the crucifixion of our Lord and the re-
demption of mankind depended on the giving of =
fop to oue of the difciples. Theretore there is no
fouadation, for the .nfidel objection to an uui-
verlal providence, that fome events are too {mall
and trding to be the objects of the divine ate
tention. The fcriptures allure us, that tho'two
fparrowsare of fuch {fmall value as to be fold for
a faithing, yet not one of them falleth to the
ground without our heavenly father; and that
the very hairs of our heads are all numbered by
him :
Some rvdd'xly grant an univer fal divine dif ofs

2l 4sto patural events, but deny it with refpeé't
to .ie free actions of moral agents, as they im»
. agine fuch a difpofal to be m‘onﬁ!tent with the
freedom of thole attions. If the freedom of
thofe actions confit in contingence, or in the cir-
~ cumftance that they are not cauled by any thing

external to the mind; undoubtedly a difpofal of
| prov”-ace extending to thofe ations would be
inc .fiilent with their freedom.  But if the
frecdom of thole aétions coofilt in their vole
untarincls, and if 2 man be trce to any thing
with reipeét to which he is not under either
a compuifion or veftraiut to which his will on
the whole is oppoled, or may be {uppo cd to be
oppoled ; then there is no. the leatt inconfifien -e

b.:-
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between human liberty and an univerful and
over ruling agency of God in all events whatlo-
ever. ‘

As God is perfe®, all his works muft be per-
fet, and his providence is direéted by perfedt
“wildom and goodnefs. Thercfore all that he
does, or permits to take place, 1s, confidered as a
dxfpenfa-tlon of providence,perfeétly wife, jutt und
good. - The Judge of all the earth will and mu
do right. He caunoterr. This under the great~
eft affliCtions isa molt irengthening and {upport-
ing confideratian,

2. The confideration that God equires fubmil’
lion and patience under all afiliétions is of the
fame happy tendency. As was obferved under the
preceding particular, the Judge of all the earth
cannot do otherwife than right ; therefore Le
requires nothing which 1s not right and reuafena-
ble. This requirement 1s not only authoritative
and in thatview muft be complied witi; Lut we
ought to comply with it,in confideration of the rey
lonablenefs and fitnels of it: {o that in inftances
of affli¢tion whichare the molt dark and myficri-
ous, we may implicitly believe that {ubmiilion and
and acquictcence are no more than our realona.
ble fervice, fince God requires them.  This con-
fideration tends to ftrengthen agamn{t Wnipatience
and murmuring, and againft fainting in the day
of adveriity. - )

/

> That all our aflictons will fubferve the (-
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fvftem, is alfo fupporting and firengthening to
eﬂvm‘:y' pdu% and bencvoleat mind.--"Che declar-
ative glory of God and the good of the created
fyflem mutually imply cach other and are one
aind the fame thing.. When good is promoted in
the creation, Ged is glorified; and when God is
glorified, Good is promoted in the creation. But
the greateft good of the created fyftem no more
in‘.p}ié‘sft'ne‘hai)_pimf{s of eﬁ?y irld‘ixridtlal,.thzi‘l'l
the greateft good of the ftate implies the happi-
nefs of every citizen. R

And as it was the original defign of God to glo-;

r.iy him{clfand to promote the happinefs of the

creation,to the higheft poflible degree’; fo he hath
cholen a plan or fyftem of the univerfc, ofall

~others in the beft poliibic manner ‘adapted to

thele ends.  Toimagine the contrary, would be

" an impeichment of his goodnefs, and would im-
Ply that he was by fome principle oppofed to good
nels, kent backirora communicating that good,

which lic ¢ould caflly bave communicated, . -

I know it has been ohjected, that on ‘f‘he_'fllppo_
fition,that God has adopted the beft poffible fyltem
of the univerfe, he hath exhaufted his own infinite

‘goodnefs; which it is faid, isan ablurdity, becaufe
infinite goodnefs is by the terms inexhauttible. .-

But is infinite goodnefs arny more inexhauftible,
than any attribute of God ? All hisattributes are

- equally infinite, as bis goodnels: for inftance his

truth or his wifdom. Yet it will not be denied,
that he exhaufts his fsuth in all his conimunicati.
ons with his creaturcs. and {peals as truly os iz is

v“~ ~, 4""
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poflible for him to {peak ; or that he exhaufis his
wildom in ali his conduct, and aéts as wilely as it
is poilible he fhouid aot. Therefore there is no
ablurdity in fuppoiing, that God adied s wiie-
ly as it is pollible he thould aér, in chooting this
particular ytiem of the univerle, und that he
exhaufted his infinite wifdomn ia this, _s weil
as in every other inftance of his cor.duit.--But
how could he have acted inthe wifeit poliible
manner if he did not choofe theLelt pofiiblety ficm?
Does wildom ever didtate apy thing inconfificut
with gocdnels ? or are infinite wifdem and 1nfi-
nite goodnels oppoled to each other ¢

If the fyflem which God Lath in fa& adopt-
ed be the wifeft and beft poflible, doubtlefs every
- part and every.event in this fylicm isin the befi
manne © calculated to fubferve the ends of infinite
wif{dom and goodnefs. Not that all things and
events have this tendency In their own nature.
Ne, many of them have a diametiically vppofite
tendency. Stiliunder the overruling hand ot
God they arc made to fublerve the beii purpof-
es.

This then is one gre.t comfort which the Chiritti-
an has under all his affli¢tions. Though he {uilers,
he fuflers not in vain.  His luflerings anfwer
moft important and benevolent purpoles.  God
is thereby gloriiicd and the happinels of the cre-
ation is promoted.  Auwd nothing ¢ be more
comforting and fupporting than this, to cvery
benevolent loul.



4. The conﬁdemtlon that our afllictions will, un-
lefs we mlhmprove them, fubferve our own per-
fonal good too, is of the {ame firengthening ten-
dency. It \‘-(‘II‘HPIOVG our affliélionsaright, weé
fhall be humbled under them, fhall repent of our
fins, which are the procurmg caule of all divine
chaftifements, and fhall give glory to God. And
if we do thus, it will prove, that we are'reconcil-
ed to God and are of thofe who love God.
But we know that all things work together for
good to them that love God. Therefore their
affliclions,as they refpect them perfonally,are not
in vain. Their prefent light affli¢tions, which#4re
“but for a moment, work out for them a far more
exceeding and eternal w encht of"lm V.

- In this view, how can thc* even {rem legard
to their own perfonal inter eﬁ wifh their afthiéti-
ons had Hot come upon them ? Would they with
their final happinels to be diminifhed ? Would
they wifh their own bell intereft to be in a lefs de-
gree pron*otcd P | ‘

Befide thefe general obfervations concerning
al! affliétions, therc are particular confiderations
acapted to fupport un: der particular aﬁhé’cwns

1. Under perfonal afllictions.  If we be vifited
with iicknels, Godis able to heal us, and he will,
it it be bel ; if it be 1ol for his ;Iorv nd our
{(;uf Do we meet withlole: 7 God who gave

s a1l we have or ever have had, has a perfe&
115%.1‘. to take it all from us, and at {uch time and
in {uch wanner as he pleales, And if God de-

prive
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prive us of temporal good things, ftill he has
provided for us eternal good thmgs even
durable riches and rightecufnefs : he offers thele
to us, freely, without money and without price.
Though we fuffer thame and obloquy here, we
may Inherit divine honors hereafter; we may be
made Kmgs and Priefts unto God, and inherit a
crown of glory which fhall not fade away.
Though we lofe our prefent lives, we may fe-
cure eternal life, a life of comp;cat happmefs
and mconceivable glory a '

2. Under befeavenllénts he can more than make
‘up the lofs by his fpeciai grace. Alfo he can
raife up other friends who thall be equally bene-
volent, as thofe whom he bath takenaway. Or
he can provide for us and proteét us by-his. Ipeci-
al providence.  When father and mother {or-
{ake us, he'can take us up ; Plalm, xwvii, 1o.
Heftilesbim[elf a fatber of the futhertefs and . judge of
widows. . ‘He can take care of them in every fit-
nation in-life, and provide for them in all their
variety ofcircumftances; he can make even their
~lofies to work together for their good : fo that
while they are deprived of their deareft ard moft
important friends and relatives, they may be
made rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom.
Thus all their aflli¢tions may iffue in their un-
fpeakable gain.

Sach lofles teach thofe who are the fllee&s of
ther, to truft not in the Creature, bat in the
Creator. They tend to draw off their affetions
$rom {vblunary enjoyments and objeéts; to Mhew

them
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them the vdr-\ty of il hup\,.. from them and de-
| pt“ndan(c on them ; 'md to excite them to feek
another und n better pul‘tlon Deprived of their
parent, their friend, tisir guardian, they have
firong motives fet hm :re them to {eck a better
~ friend, a more bountitul benefactor, a more able
~ proteftor, aud a mos¢ excellent father,

- When orr friends o relatives are removed
| by death, it lrongly reminds us of our own death.
When thev are sone inm the eternal worid,
his mtmmh,r lw 's us to think more of that
world, and o realtne that we ourlelves muft
fhortly o ﬂuth& Ty a“zd tlmt Lherefore we ought
w prupm

o3 Wh 2N We ars | .mder ‘mlnc frown;and ca-
j]amltlee we opght to rer  mber, that God reigns
- over nations as wellas _¢r individuals; that we
anay as il fi*"’xy leave au o, “lnnal as our private
‘eoncer = wikh m; and that vnthlefpeét to thele

- and alf other 1xings we o.ght to make him our
,mfuge and aur fiveng g,i., . |

1, Urder \vu ttual ¢ vuble our oblxgauon to
..t ave rccrvurie to Gm’ for help is, if pofiible, ftill
greater, than when we ure under troubles of g-
ny other kind. For oyur dependance on him in
this cale is more Immediate and more mnanifeft
than in any other. Who blit he can heal the
broken {pirit, can foxf'wc fins, can fad&ify the
jioul or can fave from cternal perdition ? And
he is abundant]y.and infinitely able and is ready
to grant thele {pivitual and ineflimable Lled-

mgb
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ings to thofe who truly apply to him for them.

IIT. It was propofed to fthow, that he is a very
prefent hielp in trouble, |

 He is always immediately prefent with us both:
as to time and placc. 'We cannot efcape from
‘his prefence.  He therefore is always at hand to
receive our applications, to hear our prayers, and

to afford us help. This iscertainly a very great
~advantage. Help ata very great diftance either
of time or place is not to be compared to that
which is prefent. Before itfhall arrive, we may
be wholly overwhelmed and ruined.

Thus I have briefly confidered the feveral
fubjeéts, which fecmed naturally to arife from
our text ; I am now to apply thefe general ob.
fervations to the prefent mournful occafion.
The prefent is a time of trouble and afli&ion.
The death of that eminent and excellent man,
whofe remains are now to be laid in the duft, is
a fource of affliction in feveral refpeéts ; it is fo
to his family, to all his friends, to the church of
which he was'a member, to this city, to the State
and to the United States. In this death they
have all {uftained a lofs. . |

That we may rightly eftimate this lofs, and
be properly humbled under the divine chaflife-
ment, let us take a brief furvey of his life and
charaéter.

He was born at Newtown in Maficchuletts,

A
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Aprnl 19. 1721, He was the fon of Mr. Wil-
liam Sherman, the fon of Joleph Sherman Efq.

the fon of Capt John Sherman, who came from
Dedham in England to Watertown in Maffachu-
fetts, about theyear 1635. He was not favored
with’a public education or even with a private
tutor. His fupenm improvements arole from
his fuperior gemus, from his thirtt for knowledge
and from his perfonal exertions and inde-
fatigable mduftry in the purfuit of it.* By
thele he attained to a very confiderable fhare
of knowledge in general, particularly in his own
native language, in-logic, geography, mathe-
matics, the general principles of philofophy, hif-
tory, theology and above all in law and politics.

Thefe-laft were his favorite ftudies, and in thefe
he excelled. If he in this manner attained to
. the fame improveients and capacity of ufeful-
nefs, to which others attain not without the
greateflt advantages of education, how far would
he have out firipped thein, had he been favored
with their advantages ? |

His father died when he was but nineteen
years old, and from that time the care of his
mother, vao liveu to a great age, and the edu-
cation of a numerous tamily of brothers and fif
ters, were devolved on hima,  In this partof his
lite filial picty to a purentat length worn out by

* Hence with great propriety the poet fpezking of the
declaration of mderend ance by Congrels, iu which Mr.
Sherman acted a diftinguithed part, fays,

‘HW Self taupht Sherman vrged vis reafons clear.

Humphreys’ Poems.
ag.
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bothasto body andmind; andf ‘~rnal afledtion
to his brothers andfitersnow)  _ord mealuve
dépeud;mt on hira, appeared in an tna mal de
gree. Though cramped in his own education, he
aflifted by advancements of his cwn property,
two of his brethren to a liberal educat.on.

Before he was twenty one, he made a puliic
profeflion of religion, which he adorned through
life |

He came to this ther Colony of Connet e
and fettled at. New-Millord in June 1743, being
then twenty two years of age; and at the age of
twenty eight was married to Mils Klizabeth
Hartwell of Stoughton in Mailichuletts, by
whom he had fevcn children, two of whom di>d
young at New-mi ford, and two fince he refided
in this town. His wife died in October 1760.
At New-milford he wes much redpecied by his
fellowutlzen,and mm.hf“mo‘nyemn public bn-
finefs. In 174¢, within two years of his remo-
val 1uto the Colony, and wien he was of the age
of twenty four, he was : ppmnte a furveyor of
lands for the Ceounty in which he refided ; which
is a proofofhis early improvement in mathemat.
1cal knowledge, |

Although he was not educated a lawyer, yet
by his abilities and application he had acquired
fuch knowledge in the law, and fuch a reputation
as a comlellor, that he was perluaded by his
friends to come forward to the bar, and was ac-
cordingly admitted an attorney a2t law, in de-
cewber 1704, The next year he was appointed
C a
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ajuftice of the peace and was chofen by the frees
men of the town to reprefent them in the Le-
gilature, as he was generaily thenceforward,
during his continuancz at New-Milford.  Allo
he {uftained the oftice of a deacon in the Church
in that town.,

He contirued to prattife the law with repu.
*ation, till May 17459, when he was appointed a
.uitice of the Court of common pleas for the
couanty.

He removed to this town in the year 1767,
H...ing lolt his wife, as was before obferved, he
vas in May 1763, married to Mifs Rebecca
‘re‘cot of Danvers in Mallachufetts, by whom

~aad eight children, {even of whom are now
ii?g.

Afer his removal to this town, he was made
¢ of the peace for the county of New-Ha-
trequently reprefented the town in the Le-
tic, and in 1765 was appointed one of the
5 of the Court of common pleas for this

He was for many years the treafurer
Coliege in this City, and received an
vy degree of Mafter of Arts.

. In 1766 he was by the voice of the freemen

o the Colony at large, cholen an Afiiftant, and
1a the funre year was appointed a judge of the
Superior Court.  This lat office he {uftained
for tweaty three years, and the office of an Aflift-
ant for nineteen vears’; atter which the law was
enacted rendering the two oflices incompatible
| and
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and he chole to continue in the oﬁicc ofa Judge.

He was a member of the firft Congrefsin 1774;
he was prelent and figned the glorious aét of In-
dependance in 1776 ; and invariably continued
a member of Congrels, from the firft Congrels
till his death, whenever the law rejuiiing a ro-

tation in the reprelentation admitted it,

In the time of the war he was a member of
the Governor’s Council ol {atety of this State,

About the clofe of the late war, the Legiflature
of this State refolved, that the laws of 1he State
fhould be reviled and amended; and Mr. Sher-
man was one of a committee of two, to whom
this {ervice was affigned; their procedings being
fubject to correétion by the Legiflature it {elf:
and he performed thisarduous {ervice with great
approbation,

~ In 1787 he was appointed by the State a del-

egate to the General Convention to form the
federal conttittution of the United States; and he
atted a confpicuous part in that bu’nefs. In the
convention of this State to deliberate concerning
that conftitution, he had great influence toward
the adoption of it by this State.

On the General adoption and ratification of
the conftitution, he was elected a reprefentative
of the State in Congrels. As this oflice wasin-
compatible with the oflice of a Judge, be then
refigned the latter and {uftained the former till
the ycar 1791, at which time a vacancy for this

flate




tate ‘npe'm 4g in the Senate of the United States;
‘he was eiected to fill it; andin Hns oﬁice he con-
| ;.mmd ﬂ i ‘his death

On rel)mnng thus briefly the htf"m‘y of thxu_
eminent and  exceilent man, it is worthy of re~
mark, that thcugh he fuftzined fo many dlnf'exent
ofhues in civil. £2overnment; to ajl which he was
| pmmoted by ‘h¢ irec election of kis iellow«uu-’ |
~zens, and in mwoft of which he could not, without
¢ new election, \,omrzue longer than a year ;
& i thereft, except vre, he could not, without a
new election, continue longer thin two, three or
four vears; and althongli for all thefe offices there
were, as there always are in popuiar Govern-
~ments, wany compe titors at every election: yet.
out deceafed frierd was ntver rerioved from a-

vy one Uf them, bUth prnrmotton urby aé of le-
gti u“ﬂf vequiring a rot.tion, or‘ﬁndermg the

‘offices incompatible with sachother. Nor with
the rcuriction juft mhentioned, did he ever lofe
his eieflion toany office, to which ke had been
once eleéted, cxc f‘ptlng hiseleétion as a reprefen-
tative of the town in the Legillature of the State ;
which oftice we all know is almoft cwnftdntly
Thifting.  This thows to how great a degree and
how invariably ke po‘ief'ed the cenfidence of his
fellow-citizens.  They found by experience,
toat both his abilities and his mtefmty merited
their confidence,

Befide this bricf hxﬂ ory, pevhaps fome further
socount of Mr. bh»xhu e will o rhi occalion
bC em;ette'i

A

need notinform vou, that his perion was tall,

s
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unufually ereét and well proportioned, and his
countenance agreeable and manly.  His abilities
were remarkable, not brilliant, but {olid, pene-
trati-ng and capable of deep and long inveftigati-
on. Inf{uchinveltigation he was greatly afiifted
by his paticnt,and unremitting application and
perieverance.  While others weary of a flort
attention to bufinels, were reclaxing themfelves
in thoughiile!s inattention or diffipation, he was
employed in profecuting the fame ba{meis, either
by revolving itin hismindand ripening his own
thOUghts upon it, or in conferring with others.

‘It has been obferved, that he had a tafte for
general nnprovement and did actualy improve
himfelf in {cience in general. He could with
reputation to him{elf and improvement to others
converfe on the moft important fubjeéts of the-

ology. I coniefs myfelf to have beenoftenen-

tertained, and in the general courfe of my long
and intimate acquaintance with him, to have been

much improved by his oblervations on the prin- 3

cipai fubjects of doctruul and practlcal divinity.

But his proper line was politlcs’. Foxjv ufeful-
nefs and excellence in this line, he was qualified
not' only by his acute dilcernment and lound
judgment, but efpecially by his knowledge of hu-’
man nature. He had a happy talgnt ol judging
what was feafible and what was not feufible, or
what men \vould bear, and what they wouid not
bear in goverrpent. And he had a rare ‘talent
of prudence, or of timing and adapting his mea-
fures to the attamment of tus end. by
tiiis talent, by his perfeverance and his indelati-

g~
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| ;;ible “application, together with his general good

enle and known integrity, he {eldom failed of
carrying any point in government which he un.
dertook and which he efteemed important to the
gbhc good. - His abilities and fuccefs as a poli-
wgrefuccemvely proved in the Legiflature
of this State and in Congrels ; and his great and
’merlted influence in both thofe bodies, has been,

| Fl beheve, umverfally acknowledged

" Ashe was alwavs mduﬁrlous he was alwayg
ready to dlfchargc the various duties of his varie
“ous offices. _In the difcharge of thofe duties, as
- well:as in the more private offices of frlendﬂup, ,
’ée was firm and might be depended on. |

| That he was generous and ready to communis
;ate, 'I'can teftify from my own experience. He
was ready to bear his part of the expence of thofe
- defigns, public and private, which he efteemed
| ufeful:'. and he was given to hofpitality,

As he was a profeffor of religion, fo he wagv
not athamed to befriend it, to appear openly on
the Lord’s fide, or to avow and defend the pe-
culiar do&rines of grace. He was exemplary
. imattending all the inftitutions of the gofpel, in
 the-gradtice of virtue in general and in fhowing

“himfelf friendly toall good mer.. Therefore in

- his death, virtue, religion and gcod men have®
fuftained thelofs of a fincere, an able anda bold
friend, a friend who was in an elevated fituation,
and who was therefore by his countenance and

fupport able to afford them the more effeGual
a8id.

In




* In private life, though he was naturally re-
fewed and of few words, yet in converfation on
~ matters of importance, he was free and commu-
nicative. ~Withall his elevation and all his hon-
ors, he was,not at all lifted up, but appeared pere
fectly unmoved.

In the private relations of hufband, father,
friend &c. he was entirely kind, affectionate,
faithiul and conﬁant

In fhort, whether we confider him in public
or private life; whether we confider him as a
politician or a Chriftian, he was a great and a
good man? The words of David concerning Ab-
ner may with great truth be applied on this oc-
cafion ; Know ye not, that there is a great man fall-
en this day in Ifrael 2

To have {uftained fo many and {o important
public offices, and to have uniformly {uftained
them: with honor anc’hcputatlon ; to have main-
tained an amiable character in every private re-
lation; to have been anornament to Chriftianity
and to-have died in a good old age, in the full
pofleflion of all his honors, and ofhis powers | both
of body ard mind, is a very rare attainment, and
a very happy junéture of circumftances. "

~ From this brief furvey of the charader of this
our excellent friend, we fee our lofs and how
great are the tokens of divine difpleafure,
which we fuller this day. The lofs is great to
our whole country, the United States, for he

was




) was ftdl capable of eminent ufefulnefs. Ib 48

- great to this State ; it is great to this city, of

which he was: t,he firfl magifirate 3 #is ﬁillgreat,.

~er to this church and fociety, of whxch he was fo

| gnuable, eminent and uleful a member;} 3 but 1t1§
gfe‘lte‘t Qfaﬂ to h’s famlly LSV A nas0at

Yet th Qmﬁngwantm_ﬁg mﬁtlves of cen[qla—
tion i alix thefe cafes. . God liveg -and reigns 3

et us make him our refugeand our ﬁxength he

- is able tohelp us in all our trouble. Heis. able '

" alive, and lgt your widows truft in me.

to-take care of the United States,of this State,
~ af this. City, of this church and faciety and of, the
: gzbemaved tamily.. , The. direétion of God hmlielf
L 1§, Leave youx f ;—tberleﬁ cbzldmz, A ikl pre[ervc thein.
The death,
Gf this aur . fnend may be deﬁgned in ’fﬁcrcx ag

. | his children : ‘it may be dehgned to lead them ¥ "

.#hmk more of death and the eternal world aﬂ |
“mare of th¢*neceflity , of preparation for death,’,
~ and to exite them atually to prepare, by cheofing.
’ God for their father and by muaking him  theig
| refuge and ﬁrength "Thus their prelmt lols,g
thougthreat ‘may be the 1€ happy mean of . their:
unfpeakable gain.: “Alfo it may lead the wxdow; -
tg re;y nmfe on her Creator. .

May ﬂ%t only the bcreaved widow and Chlldren__,

make {uch an im'provment of this affli®tive difpen-
fdtxon, but may we all o the {amie ;- that when
dcath fhail overtake us, asit will very foon, we
may have Godfor our father and friend, to con-
duét us fife through the valley of the fhadow of
death and afterward to reccive us to glory.
THE END,
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