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Yea, happy is that people whofe Gob is the £.0xD.

N this paffage of facred fcripture, that people
is pronocunced happy, whofe God is the
LorD. But what is the meaning of the expref-
fion, ¢« whofe God is the LorDp?’ or when
may it be truly faid, that the God of any peo-
ple is the Lorp ? The anfwer is, when they be-
lieve, worfhip and obey the Lord or Jehovah,
as the only true God, and that according to his
revealed will. The Lord was the God of the
Ifraelites, when they complied with the difpen-
fation, under which they lived ; and he is our
God, when we cordially believe and comply
with the gofpel. If we do fo, the text pronoun-
ces us happy; and it plainly implies, that we
cannot be happy on any condition fhort of this.
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‘THEREFORE the fubje®, which I beg leave to
propofe from our text for prefent confideration,
is this, The neceflity of a belicf of chriftianity
by the citizens of this ftate, in order to our
public and political profperity. This propofi-
tion is plainly implied in the text. ¥or if that
people only be happy or profperous, whofe God
is the Lord ; and if to belicve and comply with
chriftianity be implied in having the Lord for
cur God ; it tollows, that the belief of chrif-
tlanity by the citizens of this ftate, is neceffary
to our political profperity.

PovrtricaL profperity requires the general
pradtice of a {tri&t morality. But this cannot
be {o well fecured by any other means, as by a
belief of chrilianity. Motives of a religious
kind appear to be neceflary to reftrain men
from vice and immorality. Civil pains and
penalities alone are by no mecans fuflicient to
this end 3 nor are civil honours and rewards
fuilicient cncouragements to the prallice of vir-

tue in general.  ‘The civil magiltrate does not
pretend to reward virtue in gencral according
to its moral excellency. He does indeed re-
ward fome particular aéts of virtue, which are
highly beneficial to the public.  But the many
virtues of private life pafs without any other re-
ward from him, then the bare proteétion, which
is afforded in common to the perfons who prac-
tife thofe virtues, and to all who arc free from

grofs crimes.

Nor does the magiftrate pretend to punifh
vice in general. 1le does undertake to punith
thole grols vices, which confift in the violations
of the perfeét rights of men, and in‘thofe cafes
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only, in which the violations are both manifeft
and are manifeftly proved before a proper tri-
bunal. But all violations of even thefe rights
which are perpetrated in private, or which,
though perpetrated publicly, are not legally
proved, pafs entirely free from civil pains and
penalties. The fame is true of all violations ot
the imperfeét rights, as they are called, which
are violated by ingratitude, felfithnefs, neglet
of kind offices, &c. Yet thefc vices are in their
confequences, often as hurtful to the public
good, as injuftice, fraud or rohbery ; and indeed
the former are the fource of the latter. Now
to reftrain from vices of this latter defcription,
from all vices pra&ifed in private, and from
vice in general, nothing is fo ufetul as a full
belief of a final judgment, and of a fubfequent
ftate of rewards and punifhments, in which all
fin not renounced by fincere repentance, fhall
be punifhed, and every man fhall receive accor-
ding to that which he does in the body, whe-
ther it be good or evil.

LeT us {fuppofe a citizen reftrained from vice
by the fear of civil penalties only. Sucha per-
fon will teel himlelf under no obligation to pay
either public or private debts, unlefs he expeits
legal judgment and execution ; and under no
obligation to fpeak the truth, unlefs he fears a
profecution for fraud or defamation. He will
teel himfelf at liberty to live in idlenefs, profu-
fion, intemperance and luft, and to take every
advantage confiftent with law, to defraud and
opprefs his fellow citizens. He will requite no
kind offices, as he has no motive to gratitude.
He will have no motive to tlie greater part of

his duty to his own children, and in a thoufand
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inftances may neglet them, when heis bound
by the ftri¢teft moral obligation, to aflift and do
them good. He may indulge himfelf in pal-
fion ard ill nature, in contention and violenec,
fo far as not to expole himfelf to the law ; and
of courfe will take no pains to preferve peace
among his neighbours ; but will rather, as his
humour happens to be, foment by words and
altions, animofities, law-{uits and contentions in
every form. Ever complaining under the mild-
eft and jufteft government, he will in number-
lefs ways oppofe meafures, and efpecially expen-
ces, fubfervient and neceflary to the public
good ; and will excite and fpread difcontent
among others. Now is this a good citizen ?
What if the whole f{tate confifted of fuch citi-
zens ¢ Could it enjoy political profperity ¢

THE beft and perhaps the only remedy for
fuch difeafes, s a full belief of the divine univer-
fal providence, of the accountablenefs of all
men to God for all their condu&t, and of a fu-

ture equal retribution.

Somk religion then, and fome belief of a fu-
ture ftateis neceflary to our political profperity.
But what religion fhall we adopt ! and what
{fyftem concerning a future ftate is moft ufeful
to the ftate ? It is not poflible to introduce and
give a general fpread through the ftate, to Ma-
hometanifm or Paganifm ; and it would be a
work of time and of great difhculty, to lead the
citizens in general into the beliet of Deifm or
what is called the philofophical religion. There-
fore we feem neceflitated to have recourfeto
ehriftianity : and this is moft exccllently adapt-
ed to the ends of reftraining men from vice and
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promoting that general pradtice of {tri¢t morali-
ty, which is fo eflential to the political profperity
of any people. It is adapted to thefe ends by
its precepts ; by the moral charalter of ,the au-
thorof thofe precepts ; by his abfolutef\ﬁ)remacy
and fovercignty ; by the motives of reward and
puni:hment with which thofe precepts are en-
forced ; by the facts which it relates, and by
the examples which it exhibits. It 1s enforced
not by the bare authority o! our fee»le reafon,
but Ly the authority of our Creator, our Judge,
and our all-perfe& God. It depends not on the
obfcure inveftigations, fubtil refinements and
uncertain conclufions of human intelleét ; but
on the omnifcience, the veracity, the jultice,
the goodnefs and the will of God : And thusit
1s exccllently adapted to the principles and feel-
ings which are conunon to human nature, and
which exift in the weakeft and moft ignorant, as
well as the moft intelligent and learned. A man
wilo cannot follow the fhorteft and moft eafy
chain of reafoning on the nature of things and
the tendency of human aétions, and who will
not fromn fuch reafoning feel his obligation to vir-
tue in general or to particular virtues, will at
‘once feel the force of the pofitive and authorita-
tive declarations and requifitions of the Almigh.
ty : and wheic is the man, lcarned or unlearn-
ed, of weak or ftrong powers, who does not fee
anu feel the differencebetween the advice and di-
rections of fome learned and acute philofopher,
and thus faith the Lord ? Above all, the motives
arifing from the deétrines of the final judgment
and a future ftate, lay an inconceivably greater
reftraint on the depravity of human nature, than
any thing thatis or can be fuggelted by the phi-
lofophiral religion. '
B
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LET us compare this religion with chriftiani.
ty in a few particulars, which immediately re.
late to our prefent fubjed.

IT is a maxim of infidelity to follow nature.
Now to follow her, is to follow all the appe-
tites and paffions of which we are naturally the
fubjetts ; and this will lead to all kinds of vice.
But it is a maxim of chriftianity, to follow the
divine law, the precepts of the gofpel and the
example of Chriit : and whether thefe lead to
vice or virtue, I need not inform you.

ANOoTHER maxim of infidelity is, that man

was made for his own happinefs ; that is, that
every man was made for his own individual hap-

pinefs. This then is to be the fupreme objeét
of every man ; and this obje& is to be purfu-
ed, as infidels themfelves teach, by gratifying
his natural appetites and paffions, which brings
us juft where we were before, to all vice and
wickednefs : And if an infidel deny tis appe-
tites and paffions, he muft be governed by oth-
er motives than any which his {yftem of morali-
ty fuggefts. But chriitianity teaches, that we
were created for an end, which {o far as we pur-
fue, we cannot fail of fincere piety and ftrik

morality.

INrFIDELS are divided into two clafles, thofe
who deny a future ftate of exiftence, and thofe
who allow fuch a ftate. The former deny all
moral government of God, and that we are
at all accountable to him ; and fome of the
moft noted ar. ung them deny any evidence of
his moral perfections. Now it is manifeft, that
according to this {y{tem mankind can be under
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no reftraint from vice, by the confideration of
a future ftate of rewards and punifhments, or
by the confideration of their accountablenefs to
God, or of his commands or prohibitions.
Nor does this fyftem admit of any motives de-
rived from thefe fources, to the practice of
virtue. Yet thefe motives, with refpett to
mankind in the grofs, are the moft powerful.
The authors and abettors of this fyftem feem to
rely on afenfe of honour, as the great motive
to virtue and reftraint from vice. And what
is this fenfe of honour ? 1f it be a fenfe of fhame
in doing wrong, and a fenfe of the honoura-
blenefs of doing right, itis a mere fenfe or

knowledge of right and wrong ; and this fo
far as it 1s founded on truth, is undoubtedly a
proper rule of condu¢t, and a man who is dif-
pofed to virtue, will practife according to this
rule. But howare menin general, without the
aid of revelation, to attain, in all cafes, to the
kncwledge of right and wrong, of virtue and
vice ? It is manifeft by abundant experience
both antient and modern, that mere human
reafon is infuthcient for this,

Ir by this fenfe of honour be meant, as I im-
agine 1s generally meant, a fenfe of our own
fuppofed perfonal dignity, a pride naturally,
arifing from this fenfe, and a difpofition to
refent and revenge every thing which is grating
t¢ our pride ; this in many cafes is {o far from
a iotive to virtue and reftraint from vice, that
it is tlelfa vice. Let this fenfe of honour be
ever fo well limited and explained, it cannot
be a siotive to virtue and a reftraint from vice
to all imen ; becaufe it does not reach and can-
not influence all men. How mapy are there
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in every nation and commy who have very lit-
tle fenfe of their own dignity, and very litie
elevation of foul in a confcioufnels of it ? How
many are there, who in a prolpect of oam,
would not ‘crupl(, to betray their fmnds,
ftecal their neighbours property or to betray
their country ? '

IT is manifc?t therefore, that this philofophi-
cal religion, could it be generally introduced
and eftablifhed among us, would be a very great
political evil, as it waould weaken and even
annihilate thofe motives to virtue and reftaints
from vice, which arc moft powerful on the
minds of men in general.

Besipes : this fyftem fo far as it denies the
evidence of the moral perfetions of God, not
only cuts off the motives to virtue, drawn "from
a future {tate and from thofe divine pcrfeéhons ;
but even fuggefts motives to vice. If it be a
matter of uncertainty, whether God be a friend
to virtue or a friend to vice, it may be, that we
fhall pleafe him moft by an unrefirained indul-
gence of vice, and by the practice of virtue fhall
provoke his- malice and vengeance. Nay, if it
be a matter of uncertainty, whether the Deity
be a benevolent or malicious being, we can have
no certainty, but that he will give us an_exif.
tence in a turure ftare, on purpofe to gratify his
malevolence in our everlafting torment.  And
to be confiftent, the advocates for the fyftem
now under confideration fhould not fay a word
againit the chrittian doétrine of endlefs punifh-
ment, on the ground of its fuppofed injultice or
0ppo{1uon to grace and mercy; becaule they
acknowledge, that they know not, that God is
juit, gracious or merciful.
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Tuus this fcheme, which was inavented to
avoid the fears of future punifhment, defeats
itfelf ; and whiie it attempts to deliver us from
a jut punithment, leaves us expoled to any
punithment ever fo unjuft, cruel and ma-
licious.

As to that kind of infidelity, which allows
the divine moral perfettions and a future ftat.e
of rewards and punifhments ; though this 1s
more plaufible than the former ; yet the motives
to virtue and reftraints from vice, which it af-
fords, are not to be compared with thofe of the
gofpel. Agre=ably to the gofpel all men are
to be rewarded according to their works done
in the body, whether they be good or evil
Some are to be beaten with few ftripes, fome
with many ftripes, according to their feveral
aggravations of guilt, But in the future pun-
itfhment which infidels admit, there i1s nothing
vindictive, nothing therefore which is intended
to fupport law and governinent. The onl
punithment which they admit, 1s that which 1s
defigned for the good of the perfon punifhed ;*
and therefore as foon as the perfon punithed
repents, he is releafed. Now it is manifeflt on
the flighteft reflettion, that the motive to avoid
fin and vice on this plan, is exceedingly dimin.-
ithed from what it is on the plan of the gofpel.
On the plan of the yofpel the motive is endlefs
mifery, proportioned in degree to the demerit
of the perfon punifhed. ©On the infidel plan it
1s a merciful chaftifemnent, which is to contin-
ue no longer than till the fubject fhall repent.
And as every finner will naturally flatter *him.

¥ See Blount and T'yndal,
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felf, that he fhali repent as foon as he fhall find
his punifhment o be intolerable ; fo all the pun-
ithment, which on this plan he will expe&, is
one that fhail continue but for a moment, after
it fhall have become extreme or intolerable.
And whether this momentary extreme punifh.
ment be an equal reftraint on vice, as the endlefs
mifery threatened in the gofpel, let every man
judge. It isplain, thatin a comparative view
it is as nothing. Therefore as cven this, the
moft plaufible {cheme of infidelity, cuts the fin-
ews of morality and opens the flood.gates of
vice ; theprevalence of it in our ftate would be
a very great political evil.

Ir we take the pains to compare chriftianity
with antient paganifm, we fhall find, that the
former has, even in a political view, the like
advantage over the latter, which it has over in-
fidelity. If in the account, which I fhall
now give of the pagan religion, fome things thall
be mentioned, which will be grating to thofe of
the moft delicate feelings; I think I fhall be
entitled to the pardon of my hearers, as other-
wife it will be impoflible for meto do juftice teo

this important fubjett.,

PacanisM, though it taught a future punith.
ment of wicked men of certain defcriptions ;
yet indulged and even encouraged viceina va-
riety of ways. It taught that there were many
gods, fomemale and fome female; fome com.
paratively good, others exceedingly evil; but
all and even the chief god, on many occafions
a&inga moft wicked part and indulging the
vileft lufts. Some of their female deities were
deceafed women of moft abandoned characters.
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Jupiter, whom they called 2he father of gods and
men, was himfelf the fonof Saturn who accor-
ding to fome, was king of Crete ; according to
others, was Ham the fon of Noah ; according
to others, was Adam ; but on every hypothefis
was a mere man. This man, the antient hea-
thens believed, had a number of children, and
was wont to devour them as foon as they were
born : but Jupiter was faved by.an artifice of
his mother. He, grown to maturity, rebelled
againft his father, who till then was fuppoled
to be the fupreme God, drove him from his
tiirone, and feized his authority and dominions.
When Jupiter had by thefe means raifed him-

felf to the place of fupreme deity, he was wont
to transform himfelf into various vifible: fhapes,

to facilitate his defigns of criminal intercourfe
with women here on earth. Now how de-
ftructive of the int2reils of virtue and morality
muft neceffarily have bren thefe ideas of the
gods ; and cfpecially thefe ideas of the charac-
ter and conduét of the fupreme god, Fupiter
the greateft and the befd !/

In like manner deftru&ive to niorality muft
have been almoft all their other idess of their
gods ; as of their animofities and conteations
among themfelves ; of their intrigues and lufts ;
and the vicious and moft abominable practices
by which, in many inftances, they were worihip-
ed. Thegoddefs Venus was openly worfhipped
by whoredom ;* and the feafts called Saturna-
lia and Bacchinalia were celebrated by the prac.

* Every woman among fome nations was obliged, at leaft
once in her life, to proftitute herfelf to any perfon, even

the greateft firanger, who would accept her favour. This
done in honour to Venus.
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tice of every lewdnefs and debauchery, The
vices of drunkennefs and whoredem in thefe ca-
fes were accounted, inftead of moral evils, the
higheft acts of virtue and piety.

Now as all thefe ideas and practices tended to
a general depravity of morals; fo their effets
abundantly appeared in the vicious lives of the
heathen world.

- 1 amwell aware, that it has been faid, that
chriftianity has depraved the morals of man-
kind ; that viceis far more predominant among
chriftians, than ever it was among the antient

heathens ; and that therefore we may juitly
conclude, that chriftianity is lefs fubfervient to

virtue and a moral life, than paganifm. This
has been urged as an argument againft the di-
vine original and the truth of chriftianity ; and
may be urged as an argument againft thg good
policy of encouragingand fupporting it in any
ftate. The confideration of this obje&ion then
is pertinent and neceflary to the difcuffion of
the fubje& now before us. |

In anfwer to this objetion I beg leave to
obferve in the firft place, thatif vice were more
predominant in chnftian nations, than it was
among the heathens, it would not certainly fol-
low, thatthis increafe of vice is the effe@ of
chriftianity.  Chriftianity prevails in civilized
nations only; and in fuch nations there is
much more opportunity for many vices and
much more temptation to them, than among
thofe who are not civilized. Nay, in civilized
nations only, is there a poffibility ot the preva-
lence of many vices, In proportion as civili-
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zation is promoted, the wants of men are in.
creafed. Their food, their drink, their apparel
and the education of -their children, muit be
more expenfive, and more expe~ce is In every
refpe&t required to their living -in fathion
among their neifghbours. And in proportion
to the increafe of their wants, the temptation
to covetoufnefs, extortior, oppreflion, deceit
and fraud, is increafed. Again, in proportion
as civilization is promoted, the means of luxury
of every kind are increafed, and with the
means, the temptations to luxury and luxury
itfelf are increafed. No wonder a favage, who
withes for nothing more than what he may
take in hunting and fithing, and who has fur-
nithed himfelf with this, does not fteal, rob or
extort his . neighbour’s- property ; no wonder
he attempts’ not fo obtain it by falfehood or
fraud.~ Nor is it any wonder, that living on.
fuch a low and fcanty diet as he generally does,
he is very rarely guilty of a rape, of adultery
or other lewdnefs.  Nor ought it to be, matter
of wonder, that all thefe vices are far more
prevalent in civilized nations, than among bar-~
barians. But the prevalence of thefe vices in
fuch nations, is not owing to chriftianity, byt to
civilization and its ufual attendants. They were
at leaftas prevalent among the antient Greeks
and Romans, as they are among us. Perfecu-
tion does not ufually obtain among heathen,
becaufe either they have no religion themfelves
to inftigate them to ?erfecution ; or there is
no religion different from their own, to be the
objectof their petfecution ; or if there be a differ-
ent religion, it makes no oppofition to that
which they have chofen, and therefore their
religious zeal is not excited againtt it.
C
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THis affords an anfwer. to an objetion te
chriftianity much infifted on by fome, that the
heathens do not perfecute ; but that chriftians
do moft virulently perfecute even one another ;
and therefore that chriftianity makes men worfe
inftead of better. The anfwer to this objection
is, that the different religious fentiments and
forms of worfhip among the antient heathens
did not in general oppofe each other. They
rather jultified each other,as the heathens main-
tained an intercommunity of gods and religions.
Though every nation had its own gods: and re.
Kgion § yet whenever the individuals went into
another nation, they joined in the worthip of
the gods and in the obfervance. of the rites of
the nation in whivlrthey then were.  "Therefore
there was no opportunity for perfecution.. But
the nature of chriftianity is: very different. It
- ¢ondemne and oppofes all other religions as falfo
ad ruinous. Therefore as it touches the prids
of thofe whom it condemns, it provokes oppo-
fition and the perfecution of itlelf, merely be-
caufe it -tells the truth. And the profeffors of
chriftianity too, by a mifguided zeal, have been
often led inito the fpirit and prattice of perfecu-
HoR, | ~

Now this perfecution of chriftianity by thofe
of other religions, is not the effet of chriftiani-
ty, but of oppofition to it; and the perfecuting
fpirit which has appeared in fome chriftians, is
fiot the effelt of chriftianity, but of the abufe and
perverfion of it ; and for neither of thefe is
chriftfanity itfelf anfwerabie. The beft inftitu.
tion in the world may be oppofed and perfecus
ted ; and the beft inRitution in the world may
be abufed and perverted. But ¢hriftianity nev-
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er gave any juft occafion for either the perfecu-
tion or perverfion of itfelf. |

Bgsipes, the charge of perfecution may juftly
be retorted. For no fooner did chriftianity make
its appearance in the world, than it was violent:
ly oppofed and virulently perfecuted, by thofe
very heathens, whoin thé objection now before
us are faid not to have been guilty of perfecution.
And as long as they hag the power in their
hands, this oppofition was continued or repeut- -
ed, under various Koman Emperors, for ten fucs
ceffive and bloody perfecutions, in which thous
{fands and hundreds of thoufands were martyred
in various ways, the moft malicions and cruel. -

Nay, the heathens fhowed a difpofifion te
perfecute. not.only chriftians, but one another,
ﬁegem ;daeneéd_ wasbnpportnnity.d -N«; fooner

ocrates oppole the religion and polytheifm
of his countryxl:len, than ltlliy bcganpa perfecu~
tion of him, which eaded in hisdeath. And
Cambyfes, the Perfian monarch, in contempt of
the Egyptian god Apis, not only ftabbed him:
with hie dagger, but ordered the priefts of - Apis
to be feverely whipped, and all the inhabitants of
Memphis tobe: flain, who fhould be found ze-
jaicing on the occafion of the appearance of that
god.* Thefe things demonftrate, that the an-
cient heathens did poflefs an .high degree of the
fpirit' of perfecution, and not oaly toward the:
chriftians, but toward one another. The like
{pirit hath been manifefted by heathens of mod-
ern times. Pafling ather inftances, I fhall men-
tion one which toox place in our own country,

* Prideaux’s connc&ion.
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Ev the exertions of our anceftors, the firft Eu-
ropean fettlers of this country, a confiderable
number of the aborigines were converted to the
chriftian faith. The pagan Indians were dif-
pleafed with this, banithed trom their fociety all
the converts, and when they could do it with
fafety, put them to death, and would have maf-
facred them all, had they not been reftrained
by ti:e fear of our anceftors*.

- THe ta(s concerning Socrates and Cambyfes,

furnith an unfwer to that part of the objeétion
under ccvairderation, which urges that chriftians
perfecu:e not only heathens, but one anothert ;
whereas hisathens did not perfecuteone another.
It appears by the fa@ts juft mentioned, that hea-
thens have perfecuted one another.. Befides,
the fame reafon is to be affigned for chriftians
perfecuting one another, as for the ‘heathens
perfecuting ciriftians. The proteftants fay, that
the religion of the papifts is fundamentally
wrong ; on the other hand, the papifts affert
the fame concerning the proteftants. Thaus by
a mutual renunciation, condemnation and’ ex-
communication of each other, the falfe zeal of
thefe and other different felts among chriftians is
kindledinto perfecution, on the fame grounds on
which perfecution is begun and carried on, be-
tween chriftians and heathens. But by reafon
of the forementioned intercommunity of. gods:
and religions among the antient lieathens, thefe
grounds of ‘perfecution did not exift among
them in general, though in fome cafes they did
both exift and produce their ufual fruits.

Lzt us now moredireétly attend to the charge

* Neal’s Hift, New-England.
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brought againft chriftianity, that vice is more
prevalent among chriftians, than 1t was among
the antient heathens.

CurisTIANS indeed have no virtue to be the
ground of boafting ; on *he other hand they
%ave great reafon to be athamed and humbled on
account of their vices and their depravity of
manners, Still I maintain, that open vice is not
{o prevalent in chriftian nations, as it was among
the antient heathens. Let us compare thofe an-
tient heathens, of whom we know the moft and
who were the moft improved and polite, with
the chriftians of whom we know the moft ;
the antient Greeks and Romans with the citi-
zens of, the United States.: .

HEeRE itis to be obferved, that we labour un-
der great difadvantage. We know our own
country and its predominant vices, both public
and private. In order tothis we need but open
our eyesand look around us. We have not the
fame advantage to know the antients. We are
entirely dependent on hiftory for information
concerning them and their vices ; and this gene-
rally relates the public tranfa&ions of nations on-
ly, as their wars and treaties, their laws and pub-
lic. judgments ; but is moftly filent concerning
the morals and private lives of individuals or of
the people confidered colle&ively ; and fo far as
we are igriorant of the antients we have no right
to charge iliem with vice. However, with all
this difadvantage, I fear not to proceed to the
comparifor. R

LzT us then inftituic the comparifon with ref-
pet to the principal moral virtues, as tempe-
rance, chatftity, truth, juftice and humanity.
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1. As to temperance ; though this was reck-
oned among the virtues by the pagan moral
writers, yet it is plain from their writers in gen-
eral, that drunkcnnefs was exceedingly common
among them, and among all ranks, among ma-
giftrates, philofophers and priefts, as well as oth.
ers. Their prielts in fome of their religious
feafts were always intoxicated. Even Cato,
though a Stoic philofopher, one of iheir ftriét-
eft moralifts and a principal magiftrate, was re-
markably addi¢ted to this vice. So-was Zeno,
the founder of the {e& of the Stoics ; and Chry-
fippus, another Stoic philofoper died in confe-
%uence of exceflive drinking at a facrifice.*

he .charalter of their principal magiftrates,
grieﬁs and philofophers, does net eppear to

ave fuffered much, if at all, by this vice. It
muft therefore have been confidered by the peo-
ple, as a very venial fault, ifany at all. Indeed
this is evident by all their writers. But how it
is efteemed among us, and what would be the
effect of it on the repytation of our prin¢ipal ma-
gifiratesand divines, I need not inform you.

a. As to chattity,it is manifeft from the whole
current of pagan writers, that théy confidered
fornication as no. crime, and therefére ran into
it without referve. Not only is this obfervable
of Homer’s heroes, but even the modeft Virgil’s
pious Encas, who was meant to be a perfect
chara&ter, had an wmour with Dido, without
the leaft fharhe or fenfe of indecency. Simple
fornication was not only commonly pradti-
fed without reftraint; but was allowed by all
their philofophers, and was pofitively encourag-

m
* Prieflley’s Infitutes.
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ed byfome of them.* Many of the cuftoms of the
Greeks and Romans promoted lewdnefs. The
manner of the appearance of women in fome of
their public exercifes, was fuch as dire&ly teh-
ded to that vice ; and the ideas of the lawful-
nefs and expediency of a commusiity of wives
fo far prevailed and had fuch aninfluence on
pratice, as not only implied the. violation of
chaftity, but had a moft baleful general tenden-
cy with refpe& to that virtue.4 Though it is
hardly credible, yet unnatural vices had too
much the fan&tion of fome legiflators and pkhilo-
fophers, and were countenanced by many of
them. Xenophon informs us, that the fin of
Sodom was encouraged by the 1public laws of
feveral of the ftatés of Greece. It was miore ef-
pecially fo among the Cretans, in order to pre-
vent too great an increafe of the people.  Solon,
one of the feven wife men of Greeceyand the
celebrated law-giver of Athens, forbad'this prac-

* ¢« None of the philofophers ¢ver reprefented fimple forni-
catibn, efpecially on the part ofthe man, as any vice at all. Ca-
to coinmended a yourig man for frequenting the public ftews ;
and  Cicero exprefsly ipeaks of it, as a thihg that was never
found fault with.”” ~Priefley’s Infitutes. All that was enjoin -
edby Epi@etus, who of all the philofophers, isperhaps the moft
celebrated for his firiét maximes of morality, wab, ¢ that peo-
ple fhould abftain from fornication before marriage as far as
they could ; and that if they did not abftain, they fhould ufe it
lawfully, and not be fevere in reprehending thofe who did not
abftain.”” Enrchiridion, Chap. 47. |

2‘ “ At Sparta, young wamen appeared naked i1 the public
¢xéreifes 3 arid when married women had no children, their
hufbands were encouraged to confent te a free intercourfe be-
tween them and other men 3 a cuftom *which Plutarch vin-
dicates. ‘This was alfo agrecable to the do@rine of the Sto-
ics 3 and it is well known, that that rigid Stoic, Cato of Utica,
ccnfented to fuch an intercourfe between his own wife and his
friend Hortenfius. Platoin his book of laws, recommends a
community of women ; and he advifes, that foldiers be not re-
ftrained with refpe to any kind of finfu) indulgence, ¢ven the

moft unnatural ipecies ofit, when they are on an expedition.
Prieftly, |
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tice to flaves, which neceffarily conveys the idea
of his thinking it fit fcr free men only.  Accor-
ding to Cicero, the Greek philofophers not on-
ly generally prattifed, but even gloried in this
vice : AndPlutarchinforms us,that many parents
would not fuffer their children to keep the com-
¥any of thofe philofophers, who pretended to be
ond of them. Diogenes was remarkable for in-
dulging himfelf in the moft abominable pratices
openly, and without a fenfe of fhame ; affefting,
according to the maxim of the Cynics, to live
according to nature.* Thefe unnatural vices
were increafed in a moft aftonithing manner,
about the time of the promulgation oz chriftiani-

ty. Seneca fays, thatin his time they were
praltifed openly and without thame at Rome.”’

Thefe accounts given by heathen writers, fully
juftify the charges thrown out on this head
againft the heathens, by the writers of the New
Teftament, efpeciaIII{ by the apoftle Paul, in his
firft chapter to the Romans : Though to chrif-
tians the infpired writers need no authority, but
do of themfelves fufficiently prove the amazing
depravity of the heathen world in this refpect.

3. Truthisa moral virtue, the obligation and
neceflity of which are perhaps as evident as thofe
of any virtue whatever. Yet the Stoic philofo-
phers taught that lyirg was lawful, whenever it
was profitable ; and Plato allowed, that a man
may lie, who knows how to dc it at a proper
time.

4. LET us inquire how far juftice was main-

* Does not the forementioned deiftic maxim of following
Rature, dire&tly lead to the fame abominable pradtices ¢
+ Priettly.
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tained and practifed among the antients. Inow
mean ‘juftice in matters of property. For that
kind of juftice which is oppofed to opprefiion
and cruelty, will come into view, when we fhall
confider .the humanity of the antients, It is
well known to have becn a maxim atSparta,
that probity and every thing elfe was to be facri-
ficed to ‘thc good of the ftate. The Spartans
encouraged their children to {teal, but punifhed.
thole who were taken inthefalt, as not being
dextrous in the bufinefs. ¢ We may judge of
the ftate of Greece, with refpet to the kind of
jultice of which we are now fpeaking, from that
paflage ina dialogue of Xenophon—in which he
humourovfly fhows the advantages of poverty
and the inconvenienciés of riches ; and by what
"Tacitus fays, that the temples were full of debt-
ors and criminals, as churches and monafteries
ufed formerly to be in Popith countries. Rome
and the ncighbourhood ef it, in the moft intereft-
ing period of its hiftory, viz. in the time of Cite-
ro, abounded with robbers. Salluft fays,  that
Cataline’s army was much augmented by the ac-
ceflion of highwaymen about Rome. Cicero
obferved, that had Milo killed Clodius by night,
it might have been imagined, that he had been
killed by highwaymen, and that the frequency
of fuch accidents would have favoured the fup.
pofition, though he had with him thirty flaves
completely armed and accuftomed to blood and
danger. By the law of the twelve tables, pof-
feffion for two years formed a prefcription for
land, and of one year for moveables ; an evident
mark of frequent violences, when fuch a law was
neceflary to fecure 2 title to property.”** How

i o e

* DPricfiley’s tettees on general policy,
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different our fituation is from this, and how
much more fecure our perfons and property are,
I need not mention in this auditory.

5. WE proceed now to inquire how far the
antient heathens practifed the duties of humani-
ty, and how far they violated thofe duties by
outrage, oppreflion and cruelty. The Stoics
condemned all compaflion. N{) wonder then
that they imbibed and practifed inhumanity.
- Some philofophers, particularly Democritus,
recommended revenge ; and Plato owns that for-
givenefs of injuries was contrary to the general
dottnine of the philofophers. Thefe ideasfeem
perfedtly to coincide with thofe among the mod-
erns, who are the great advocates for a fenfe of
honour. And how far thefe ideas are confift-
ent with fcripture, with reafon or with humani-
ty, I leave you to judge.

. It was common with the Romans to make
war on other nations for the end of enlarging
their own dominions, and aggrandizing their
empire. Generally they had no better motive
to their wars than this. But what is fuch a war,
but a complication of downright robbery, cru-
elty and murder ? They prattifed equal injuftice
in the manner in whichthey carried on their
wars. They enflaved their captives or put them
to death in cold blood, as they pleafed. Their
triumphs were moft oppreflive and cruel. The
conquered kings and generals, loaded with
chains, were driven into the city, and to the
capitol before their conquerors, and were fol-
lowed by mimicks and buffoons, who infulted
over their misfortunes, When they arrived at
the forum, they were led back to prifon and

« ——
[
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there ftrangled ; and this under the pretence of
taking full revenge of their enemies. What
better is this, than the treatment which our fav-
age Indians give their captives ?

THe treatment which they gave thofe cap-
tives whofe lives they fpared, was cotrefpondent
to this cruelty toward thofe whom they put to
death. As has been obferved, they abfolutely
enflaved them ; and by law, {laves were confid-
ed not as men, but as mere things, the mere
property of their mafters, and were treated,
punithed, and put to death at any time and in
any manner, as their mafters pleafed, whether
by beating, ftarving, torture, or otherwife.
‘¢ The Spartans having conquered a neighbour-
ing nation, the Helots, enflaved them, frequent-
ly butchered them in cold blood, and applau-
ded their ,ouths, when they killed them by fur.
prife.”” ¢ The Romans were not afhamed to
fuffer their old and ufelefs flaves, when worn out -
in their ferv.. . toftarve on anifland in the Ty-
ber, as was the. - common pratice. Vidius Pole
lio ufed to throw his flaves, who had difobliged
him, into his fifh ponds, to be preyed upon by
his mullets,”’*

THoucH to our thame, to the fhame of hu-
manity and the fcandal of chriftianity, a flavery
and a treatment of flaves fimilar to what exifted
among the Romans, exift and are tolerated in
fome parts of America ; yet this fcandal cannot
be thrown on chriftendom in general. Sucha
flavery did indeed once generally obtain in Eu.
rope ; but the benevolent and humane fpirit of
the gofpel and the principles of juftice taught

* Prieftly,
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there, have long fince generally abolifned it from
that quarter of the woild.

THr profcriptions and affafhnations, which
were fo common among the antients, are a fur-
ther proof of their injuftice, violence and inhu
manity. It is well known that during the contefts
of Marius and Sylla, and during the triumvirate
of Oftavianus, Anthony and Lepidus, nothing
was more common than to advertife a certain
price for any man’s or any number of men’s
heads ; which was no other thap hiring any
cut-throat, and even a man’s own domeftics, to
murder him and bring in his head. In this way
the beft men of Rome werc murdered,and among

the reft Cicero the great orator, philofopher and
ornament of Rome. Amidit all the vices juftly

imputable to chriftians, they are not guilty of
fuch barbarity and outrage as this. Suchis the
falutary influence of chriftianity, that even
kings, who among the antients no fooner fell
into the hands of their rivals or oppofers, than
they were aflaffinated, are now not put to
death without a formal trial ; which is a clear
demonftration among many others, of our im-
provement 1in civilization and humanity, beyond
any thing which exifted among the moit enlight-
ened heathens.

AxoTHER inftance of the barbarity and inhu-
manity of the antients, is their treatment of their
children. ¢ The antient Roman laws gave the
father a power of life and .cath over his chil-
dren, upon this principle, that he who gave,
had alfo the power to take away. And a fon
could not acquire any property of his own du-
ring the life of his father ; but all his acquifitions
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belonged to his father, or at leaft the profits,
for life.”* Thus children, during the life of
their fathers, were perfect flaves, and in a worfe
condition than the {laves in this ftate ; for the
mafter in this {tate has not the power of life and
death over his flaves. Nor were thefe mere
fpeculations of the Romans ; but their prattice
was correfpondent. Hence the cuftom of expo-
fing children ; that is, of laying them, as foon
as born, in the ftreets, on the banks of rivers,
or in other frequented places, and unlefs fome
compaflionate perfon fhould take them up and
provide for them, leaving them there to perith
and to be devoured by dogs. The motive to

this horrid practice was, that the parents might
be free from the trouble and expence of their

education. Both Plato and Ariftotle fay, that
there fhould be laws to prevent the education of
weak children. Accordingly among the other
Greeks, befide the Thebans, when a child was
born, it was laid on the ground, and if the fath-
er defigned to educatc it, he immediately took
itup. But if he forboreto do this, the child
was carrted away and expofed. The Lacede-
monians indeed had a different cuftom; for
with them all new born children were brought
before certain triers, who were fome of the
gravelt men in their own tribes, by whom the
infants were carefully viewed ; andif they were
found lufty and well favourcd, they gave orders
for their education ; but if weakly and deform-
ed, they ordered them to be caft into a deep ca-
vern in the earth, near the mountain Taygetus,
as thinking it neither for the good of the chil-
dren nor gor the public intereft, that defettive
children thould be brought up. It was the un-

* Blackftone.
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happy fate of daughters efpecially to be thus
treated, as requiring more charges to educate
and fettle them in the world than {ons,”’*

IN feveral nations, not only infants, but alfo
the aged and the infirm, were expofed wnd left

to perith.

ANoTHER horrid inhumanity, prevalent a-
mong the antient heathens, was the pratice of
facrificing captives and flaves at the tunerals of
the dead. Thus Achilles facrificed twelve young
Trojans to the manes of Patroclus ; and Eneas
fent captivesto Evander, to be facrificed at the fu.
neral of Pallas, This was firft practifed with ref-
pc& to perfcns of great eminence only, but at
length it was doneat the funerals of all perfons
of property, and became a neceflary part of the
ceremony. ’

ANOTHER pratice as horrid as any I have
mentiored, was that of exhibiting gladiators
trained tofencing and the ufe of the {word, fpear,
&c. on purpofe that they might fight and kill
one another on the ftage, for the mere entertain.-
ment of the {petators, as fome people now bait
bulls and fet dogs to fighting. ¢ Thefe poor
wretches were made to fwear that they would
fight unto death ; and if they failed of this, they
were put to death by fire or fword, clubs, whips,
or the like,”’+ ¢ Thofe who have not attended
to hiftory, are apt to imagine, that the exhibi-
tion of gladiators was a rare thing, and that
when it happened, a few pairs only were engag-
ed. Butit wasfar otherwife, Under the Ro-
man emperors this inhuman entertainment coft

ARt Ty S R

* Encyclopedia, 1 Chambers Di&tiorary.
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innumerable lives. Cefar when Ldile, gave
three hundired and twenty gladiators. Gordi-
an in the time of his Edilefhip, exhibited twelve
entertainments, that is, one in cach month. In
fome of thefe were five hundred champions,
and in none of them lefs thar one hundred and
fifty. Taking it at a medium, he muft have
exhibited at the very leait, three thoufand.
Titus exhibited thefe cruel fhows for an hun-
dred days together. The good and moderate
Trajan continued thefe {pectacles for an hun.-
dred and twenty three days; and in that time
gave ten thoufand. When we confider how
many different ranks of people gave thefe enter-
tainments, Ediles, Pretors, Queftors, Confuls,
Emperors and Priefts, befides private perfons
at funerals (which become fo common a prae:
tice, that it was an article in a laft will) we muft
be convinced, that the numbers wete vaft.
What adds to the inhumanity of this cuftom,
S, that it was defigned for a gay entettainiment
und was attended as fuch. This horrible cuf-
tom grew to fuch an extravagance, that it was
found neceflary to moderate it by law, in thetime
of the heathen Emperors. Conftantine firft pro-
hibited it altogether. But fo violent was the
tafte for it, that it crept in again. The Empe-
ror Honorius entirely fupprefled it.>**

I smavL take notice of only one more vice of
the antient heathens, that is fuicids. 'This was
recommended by many philofophers, as an he-
roic act of virtue, and was practifed by fome of
the higheft fame, as by Zeno the founder of the
fe& of the Stoics, by Cato of Utic1, and by Bru-
tus. No wonder if under fuch inftru&ors and

* Do&. Leachman’s Sermon 1. Cor. i. 21.
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fuch examplcs, fuicide was very' common
among the antients. Befide thc wickednefs of
this in the fight of God, the ruinous tendency
of itin a political view is maniteft on the flight-
eit refleCtion.. By this one vice not only any
man may deprive the ftate of hisaid and throw
his family and dependents on the public ; but
the moft important citizens, by throwing away
their own lives in the moft important and criti-
cal moment, may greatly endanger and entire-
ly overthrow the commonwealth. What if our
Wa/bington, or the moft wifeand influential mem-
bers of our Congrefs, had deftroyed themfelves
in the moft critical periods of the late war?

From this brief furvey of the vices of the an-
tient heathens, I leave my hearers to judge how
well founded the objection againft chriftianity is,
that it has depraved the morals of mankind.

I HavE now finithed the obfervations which
I intended, on the fubje& propofed, which was,
The neceflity of a belief of chriftianity by the ci-
tizens of tlis ftate, in order to our public and
political profperity. In fubferviency to this
general defign I have endcavoured to thow, that
lome religion is neceflary to our political prof-
perity ; that no other religion than the chrif-
tian, can be generally received and eftablifhed
~ in this country; and that if fome other religion
could be eftablithed among us, it would by no
means be fo ufeful in a political view, as the
chriftian. I have endeavoured to illuftrate the
Jaft obfervation by a comparifon of chriftianity
with the philofophical religion of infidelity and
with antient paganifin. Inow beg leave to make
two or three infcrences from what has beenfaid,
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1. IF chriftianity be more ufeful than any
other religion, even for political purpofes, we
may prefume that it is {till more ufeful for the
other purpofes, which are indeed its immediate
objetts, piety and true virtue, and peace and
comfort in them. The great foundations of re-
ligion and virtue are, the moral perfeGions of
God, his moral government, the rule of our du-
ty, a future ftate of retribution, the poflibility of
pardon and the end of our creation. Let us in
thefe feveral particulars compare chriftianity
with the philofophical religion, which is the on-
ly rival of chriftianity with any among us.

~ 1. As to the moral perfetions of God, chri:tian-
ity certainly tcachcs them more'tlearly than they

can be learnt from any light afforded by the phijo-
fophical religion. The fcriptures aflure us, that
holy, holy, holy is the Lord' of hofts ; that he
is a God of truth and without iniquity, juft and
right is he; thatheis the Lord, the Lord God mer-
ci%ul and gracious, long fuffering, and abundant
in goodnefs and truth, keeping mercy for thou-
fands, forgiving iniquity and tranfgreffion and
fin,and that will by no means clear the guilty.
Yea, they affure us, that God is love. They
clear up the difficulty arifing from the evil in
the world, by informing us of the end of all
things, and that all things fhall finally be overrul-
ed for good. But the philofophical religion gives
no clear evidence at all of the moral perfections
of God. This is acknowledged by fome of the
principal writers on that fyftem. Hume, the
moft acute of all infidels, fays we ought to in-
fer from the works of God, intermixed as they
are with good and-evil, that God is of a mixed
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charalter, partly good and partly evil, Alfo
Lord Bolingbroke, another principal deiftical
writer, holds, that thereis no evidence of the
moral perfetions of God.

2. Tuz like advantage have we by the fcrip.
tures as to the evidence of the reality and nature
of the moral government of God. On the pre-
tence that we are under the influence of a ne-
ceflity of ceation, it is denied by fome infidels
that we are moral agents, and that we are ¢a-
pable of either virtue or vicee. Now not only
is this matter cleared up by revelation, but it is
to be obferved, that to be confiftent, fuch infi-
dels ought zlfo to deny, that we are capable of
any crime in civil fociety.

Ir we be not moral agents, we are no more
capable of murder, than a ftock or a flone ; and
a man who from malice prepenie kills another,
no more deferves punithment, than the ftone or
the tree, which falls on a man and crufhes him
to death ; and the man who from a with to in-
troduce and eftablifh arbitrary government in his
country, now a free and happy republic, betrays
its thips and fortrefles, no more deferves punith-
ment, than the tempefts which fink the former,
or the fire which confumes the latter.

SoMmE deny, that God at all concerns himfelf
with human affairs or aCtions. But thisis not
only not reconcileable with the fcriptures, but
not with the moral perfetions of God. If we
be capable of virtue, and yet he neglet us, fo as
not to fet before us proper motives to it, and
not to fhow by proper rewards and punifhments
his approbation of the virtuous, and difappro-
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bation of the vicious; this cannot be reconciled
with his moral perfection.

Ir is further urged, that we are not in any
cafe punifhable, as all things are right, or as
the poet exprefles it, whateveris, is right. 1f
by this obfervation be meant, that things are by
the all-wife and all-governing providenceof God,
overruled to anfwer a good purpofe, though in
many inftances directly contrary to their natural
tendency ; this is granted. Butif it be meant,
that all things in their own nature tend to good,
this is not true. Malice has no natural tenden-
cy to good but a natural tendency toevil. On
the other hand, benevolenice has a natural ten-
dency to good. Nor wiil it be pretended, that
if malice reigned through the univerfe, the uni-
verfe would be as happy, as if benevolence
univerfally reigned. It is the natural tendency
of a rational action, which determines its moral
quality, and not the confequence produced by
Almighty God, contrary to its natural tendency.

Ir all human aftions were¢ in 2 moral view
~indifferent, we thould no more deferve puniih-
ment for murder, than we thould for faving
our country from. ruin.

THis fcheme fhuts all moral gosd out of the
univerfe, as well as all moral evil. For if all
the tempers and actions of men, arc as to mo-
rality alike, it muft be becaufe there is no mo-
rality in any of them. If there be moral good
in any of thofe tempers or actions, there muft
be moral evil in the direttly oppofite; and if
there be no moral evil in the latter, there is no
moral goodin the former : asif there were nr
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natural evil in pain there would be no na-
tural goodin pleafur..,

BuTt while infidels confound themfelves and
the principles of reafon, in their difcourfes con-
cerning the moral government of God ; the
fcriptures affure us of the reality of that govern-
ment, and of out accountablenefs to God.

3. THE fcriptures give us a plain and excel-
lent rule of duty, pointing out our duty not only
in general, butin all the moft important particu-
lars. How extremely deficient 1n this, inftance
alfo, 1s the philofophical religion ? It is indeed

faid, that the rule of our duty is right reafon
and the law of nature, and that virtue is 2 con-

formity to them. But thisis faying no more
than that virtue 1s virtue, and that the rule of
our duty is the rule of our duty. For right
reafon in this cafe means what is reafonable and
right in a moral fenfe ; and duty and what is
right in a moral fenfe are the fame thing : and
it is juft as difficult to find out the law of reafon
and of nature, as to find out our duty.

4. Tur fcriptures give us the mofl pofitive
affurance of a future ftate. But the philofophi-
ca! religion can never affure us of this, becaufe
it cannot affure us of the moral perfetions of
God, by which alone he is difpofed to reward the
righteous and punifh the wicked. Thereforein-
fidels are greatly divided among themfelves on
this fubje¢t. Some as was before obferved be-
lieve a future ftate, fome difbelieve it. Thofe
who believe fuch a ftate, believe that God made
all men for their own perfonal happinefs, and
that therefore he will make them all happy in
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the future world., But all this depends on the
moral perfeCtions of God, of which they, as
their principal writers confefs, have no evidence.
And if there be no evidence of God’s moral per-
feCtions, there is no evidence, that he defigns the
happinefs of his creatures either here or hereaf-
ter : nor is there any evidence but that he de-
figns the final mifery of all his creatures.—Or
if infidels had evidence of the moral perfections
of God, they would not have evidence, that
God made every man for the end of his perfon-
al happinefs. The perfe& goodnefs of God
doubtlefs implies, that he made all things
with a defign to promote good on the whole or
on the large fcale. So that taking the fyltem
of intelligent creatures together, there f{hall be
the greateft poflible happinefs in it. But this
does not imply, that every individual creature
thall be completely happy. Thereis no account-
ing for the calamities and fufferings of this life
on any other fuppofition, than that they will all
finally iffue in the greateft happinefs of the fyf-

tem : and to fuppofe that they conduce to the

good of the fyltem, by making the perfons them-
‘felves who {uffer them here, more happy hereaf-
ter, is a mere conjeture unfuppored by any ar-
gument. Therefore to indulge it and to build
upon it, is altogether unrealonable and unphi-
lofophical.

On the whole, there 1s no evidence but that
the good of the general fyftem may be promo-°
ted by the exemplary punithment of the wicked
in the future world. And if it would be promo-
ted by fuch a punifhment, infinite goodnefs not
only admits of it, but requires and demands it. .
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5. Tue fcriptures affure us of a way of par-
don and acceptance with God ; but the philo-
fophical religion gives no fuch affurance. Infi-
dels doindeed expeét to be prvdoned on their
barerepentance. But the expetation of pardon
on repentance, implies an acknowled%men't, that
they deferve punifhment even though they re.
pent; and that fuch punifhment would be juft :
otherwife there could be no pardonin the cafe.
To pardon is to exempt from punifhment not
an innocent man, buta guilty one : and to par-
don a penitent implies that he deferves punith-
ment, and that his punitfhment would be juft.
But if the punifhment of the penitent would be
juft, theintereft of the kingdom of God, the
great community againft which he has finned,
tequires his punifhment. The vety idea of 4
juft punifhment is of one which, (there being no
atonement or fubftitution,) is due to the commu.
nity or to the public good of the community,
againft which the crime punifhed was commit.
ted. But if the public good of God’s kingdom,
which is the univerfe, require the punifhment
of the finner, it is not confiftent with divine

oodnefs to pardon him. What ground then
gas the infidel to expet pardon, when both
juftice and goodnefs require his punithmeént ?

6. CurisTIANITY informs us of the end of
our creation. Itis generally holden by infidels,
as was before obferved, that we were made for
our own perfonal happinefs. But if this were
true, it would prove, that God does concern
himfelf with human ations, and that he aims
to prevent thofe which tend to our deftruion.
It would alfo prove, that thofe rational aétions
which tend to deftroy our happinefs, ar¢ mor-
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ally evil, 3nd that ail ations are not in the famg
fenfe right. The evidence that God created
us for cur own happinefs, muft depend on
the evidence of God’s moral perfeftions. But
as has been obferved, the infidel has no cvidence
of thefe. Befides, if God really created us all
for the end of our own perfonal happinefs, it
feems that he has in this world obtained his end,
in a very imperfet degree only ; and on the
plan of infidelity there is no evidence of a future
ftate. Therefore on that plan there it no ewi-
dence, that God will ever obtain his epd in our
creation. | -

Or if infidels fhould grant, that we were
made for.the general good-of the fyltem of in-
telligences, this would be to give up the chief
obje&t of infidelity ; becaule the general good
may admit of our mifery in the future world, as
it dogs of our mifery in this. .

Bu chriftianity clearly informs us, that Ged
gmade all things for his glory, implying the grea.
teft bappinefs and perfetion of the creation ag
afyftem ; or for the glorious exercife and dif-
play of his power, wifdom and gooednefs ia raif-
ing his kinidom, which is the creation, as 4 fyf-
vgm,rto the higheft degree of perfetion and hap-

pinels, o - |

Trus we fee in what darknefs, 3s ta the moft
eflential principles of religion, we. fhould . have
been involved, had we not been favoured with
the liil:t of divine revelation, and in what :dark-
nefs they are involved, who embrace the philo-
fophical religion of infidelity. And thus we
Lave further prqof how happy that people is,
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whofe God is the Lord, not only as this cir-
cumftance lays a foundation for their political
gocd, but efpecially as it lays a foundation for
true virtue and piety, for peace and com-

fort here and eternal happinefs in the favour
of God hereafter.

2. A secoND inference from this fubject is,
that fince chriftianity appears to be neceffary to
the public goed of the ftate, it ought to be en-
couraged by magiftrates and rulers of every
defcription. They ' are appointed to be the
guardians of the public good ; of courfe it is
their duty to protect and promote every thing
tending to it, and efpecially every thing necel-
fary to it. ‘Thercfore as <hriftianity is necefla-
ry to the public good, they are bound to encou-
rage, promote and inculcate that, by their exam.

le and profeflion, by fpeaking and ating in
avour of it both in public and private, by fup-
rting chriftian ordinances and worfhip, and
E(; promoting to places of truft and profit thofe
who profefs it anc live agreeably, and who are
otherwife properly qualified. - Magiftrates are
called todo all this on the ground of the found-

et policy.

- 3. For tlie fame reafons the citizens in gene-
ral are obligated to encourage and promote
chriftianity, by being themfelves chriftians and
that not only in profeflion, but in heart and
life, and by giving their fuffrages for thofe
who are of the fame charater. It is indeed to
be confefled, that not all profefled chriftians are
good men or real chriftians; yet among pro-
efled chriftians are many men, who poflefs
good abilities and a proper thare of informati-
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on, who are ftri¢tly moral and upright, and who
expeét to give an account of their conduct to
Cod. Such are the men to be promoted in the
ftate ; and the citizens by promoting fuch
men, will encourage and promote chriftianity,
and at the fame time promote the good of the
ftate.

I pec the further patience of the auditory,
while I clofe the difcourfe, with the addreffes
ufual on this occafion.

IN the firft place I beg leave to addrefs my-
felf to His Excellency the GovErNOR.

May 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY,

INn obedience to your command [ appear in
the defk thisday ; and I could think of no fub-
ject more inportant and at the fame time more
{uitable to the prefent occafion, than the happi-
nefs of that people whofe God is the Lorp.
I have therefore endeavoured to illuftrate the
neceflity of the chriftian faith and praétice, to the

rofperity of the ftate. I may appeal to your
Excellency how far this faith and pra&ice have
hitherto contributed to-our political profperity.
Had not our ancellors been firm and exempla-
ry in this faith and praltice ; had they not ta-
ken pains to hand them down to us ; had they
not in all their towns and fettlements inftituted
fchools, in which the principles of chriftianity,
as well as other things were taught ; had they
not provided for the fupport of public worfhip,
for the due obfervance of the Lord’s day and
for the public teaching of chriftianity on that

day ; had they not provided for the fupport
¥
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of a ftudious and learned miniftry, who being
themfclves men of knowledge, fhould be able
to inftruct others ; I appeal to your Excellen-
cy, whether our political affairs would not at
prefent have worn a very different afpe&t. And
if our fupreme magiftrates had not been, both
by profeflion and apparent practice, chriftians,
it would doubtlefs have had a very baleful in-
fluence on the chriftian and moral charater of
the people at large, and confequently on out
political profperity. But we are happy in that
we have had from the beginning, even to the pre-
fent Jday, a feries of Governors, who have been
not only an honour to the ftate, but ornaments
to our churches. May fuch a feries be ftill kept
- up without interruption. This, as it wili be a

- proof of our chriftian charater, will alfo be a
proof of our public profperity in every fucceflive
period, and a pledge of our fubfequent profper-
ity, May God grant, that your Excellency fhall
efieCtually contribute fo this profperity in every
way, in which your eminent fituation affords
opportunity. And when earthly ftates and em-
pires fhall be no more, may your Excellency,
in that feries of excellent men and excellent
Governors, and among all real chriftians,
¢ {hine forth as the {fun'in.the kingdom of your
Yather.” -

2. Tue difcourfe addrefles itfelf to his Hon-
our the Lieutenant Governour, to the Legifla-
tive Council of the ftate, and to the Reprefen-
tatives of the towns in General Affembly.

" HonourapLr J.EGISLATORS,

Sincr the belief and pradtice of chriftianity
are fo neceilary to the political gcod of our flate,
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and fince you are appointed to be the guardians
of our Bolitical good, I thought it not imperti-
nent to fuggeit to you {ome important means,
by which you may obtain the end for which you
are appointed. Oppofition to chriftianity both
in faith and practice was never, at lealt in our
country, fo great and fo increafing, as at the
prefent day. It lies with you, gentlemen, by a
{teady belief, profeflion and practice cf chriftian-
ity ; by your converfation and weight ; by the
appointments which you fhall make to the vari-
ous offices, civil and military, and by all your
public proceedings, to withftand this oppofiticn,
and to guard againit the danger to the public
good, arifing from the depravity of manners
which oppofition to chriftianity naturally indu-
ces. It is your province, in conjunction with’
his Excellency the Governour, to appoint all our
executive civil authority and to confer the high-
cr military honours. When men of licentious
principles and practice are promoted either in
the civil or military line, it gives a dignity and
an influence to vice and irreligion. And *“one
finner deftroys much good,” efpecially when ex-
alted to a high ftation of honour and authority.
Now, ii you give this advantage to vice, you
will thereby injurc the ftate 5 but more imme-
diately you will injure religion and the kingdom
of Chrift. And let me befeech you to remem-
ber, that you alfo have a mafter in hcaven, to
whom you, as well as the reft of men, muft give
an account. The only way to gain his appro-
bationis, to keep a confcience void of offence,
and in your political tranfaltions not to act
from party attachments and private connetions,
not to practice intrigue to ferve your own inte-
refts or thofe of your friends ; but to endeav-
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our to ferve the public in the beft manner ac-
cording to your capacity und opportunity. In
fo doing you will appoint to the feveral execu-
tive offices, men of knowledge and difcretion
men that fear God and hate covetoufnefs ; men
who will be juft ard rule in the fear of God.
By the promotion of fuch men, virtue will be
encouraged and vice will be reftrained ; by their
ofiicial proceedings, law and juftice will be ex-
ecuted, and ¢ judgment will run down as wa-
ters, and righteoufnefs as a mighty ftream,”
cven that righteoulnefs which exalteth a na-
tion.”  Then fhall our political interefts be in a
profperous ftate ; then fhail we be that happy
people whofe God 1s the Lord.

3. Tue Reverend Paftors of the churches,
who are prefent, will fufler the word of exhorta-
t10M.

My FATHERS AND BRETHREN,

We who are employed in the work of the
miniftry, are decply interefted in this fubjeét,
We are interefted in the profperity of the ftate,
and are peculiarly interefted in this mean of
proiperity on which I have been infifting. Itis
our bufinefs to ftudy and teach chriftianity, and
thus to promote the political good of the ftate,
as wcll as the fpiritual good of the fouls of our
hearers. This is a noble employment, to fidel-
ity and zeal in which, not only the motives of
religion call us, but even thole of patriotifm.
Therefore if we have any love to religion and
the fouls of men ; nay it we have any public
Ipirit and love to our country, lct us diligently
fludy the evidences, the nature, the dotirines
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and duties of chriftianity, andinculcate them
with all plainnefs, afliduity and perfeverance,
giving line upon line and precept upon precept.
This is to be done,

1. Brinftru®tion. Without communicating
inftru®ion and information concerning the
truth, we can expet to do nothing in our work
to any good purpofe. Knowledge and not ig-
norance is the mother of real devotion. 'The
rational mind is to be led by the exhibition
of the truth only.

2. By every motive to perfuade, drawn from

reafon and revelation,. from time and eternity ;
and among others this motive of the public

good of the ftate and our general happinefs,
liberty and profperity as a people, is not to be
omitted.

3. Bv a chriftian life and converfation. If
we do thefe things; if we thus inftruét, per-
{uadz aud live, we fhall at laft ftand inour lot,
and fhal! be owned as his, when Chrift our Lord
and judge * {hall make up his jewels.”

4. 1 sHaLL, In the laft place, addrefs myfelf
in a very few words to this numerous auditory
coilectively., I¥en and brethren, this fubject
necarly concerns wou all. How happy would
you be, ifthel.ord were indeed your God ?
Nor can you be truly happy on any other con-
dicion. However profperous you may be in
your private concerns, in your property, your
bufinefs and your reputation ; yet unlefs you
are the objects of the favour of God and the
heirs of eternal life, you are truly in a miferable
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fituation. You have not only the motive of
eternal happinefs to choofe the Lord for your
God ; but the motives of the peace, good order,
and happinels of the people as a body politic, and
the general profperity of the ftate.  You all feel
a firmattachment to yourlibertiesand to the priv-
ileges of a republican government. Ofall forms
of government a republic moft eflentially re-
quires virtue and good morals in the great body
of the people, in order toits profperity and even
its exiftence. But the way to virtue and good
- morals is to choofe the Lord for your God.
Nor is this all ; you not only" have to choofe
and ferve the Lord yourfelves, but by the fame

reafons by which you are obligated "to choole
the Lord for your God, you arc obligated to

feck out and by your fufirages to promote to
legiflative authority, fuch as are of the fame
charatter. In arepublic all authority is derived
from the people : and fuch as they generally
are, we may expect their reprefentatives, legif-
lators and all their civil authority will be. If
you have the Lord for your God, you will elect
thofe of the fame character with yourfelves, to
to be your legifiators ; you will encourage and
fupport them and other faithful rulers in the
thorough difcharge of their duties of civil gov-
ernmen , and you will withhold your fuffrages
from thofe who acknowledge not the Lord as
their God and regard not his law. Nor can
you confiftently and innocently give your fuf-
trages to men of this laft difcription : for thus
you would give a fan&tion and influenceto fin
and vice, would be partakers of their wicked-
nefs and would do an injury to the ftate.

Bur if you and the good people of the fate
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in general fhall unite to pradtife virtue and
chriftianity, and to promote the wifeft and beft
men among us, we fhall doubtlefs be that happy
people delcribed in the text, and 3s fo many in-
ftances of our happinefs ¢ judgment fhall dwell
in the wildernefs and righteoufnefs remain in
the fruitful field. And the work of righteouf-
nefs fhall be peace, and the effe¢t of righteouf-
nefs quietnefs and aflurance for ever.”

THE END
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