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THE MEANS OF ESTABLISHING PUBLIC
"~ HAPPINESS.

I SATAH xxxi. 6.

AND WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE SHALL BE
THE STABILITY OF THY TIMES.

O eftablith on firm foundations the Happinefs of
Soctety is evidently onc of the moft important

concerns of man. If the attainment of that
happinefs be highly defirable, the perpetuation of it muft
be more defirable. Its daily value is daily renewed,
during its continuance ; and, when extended through a
century, it is mathcmatlca]ly provcd to be of a hundred

tunes the value, which it would pofiefs, if extended only
through 3 year.

The mind of man, inftinctively realizing this truth,
has ever laboured rather to fecure, than to obtain, hap-
pinefs, both public and private. The attainment is
ufually not a difficult tafk, the eftablifhment a Hercu-
lean one. A free government has been always, and
juftly, fuppofed to be a primary fource of national hap-

pinefs. To form fuch a government has been found
fufficiently eafy ; but to render it durable has been ever
confidered as a problcm of very difflicult folution. Yet

in 1ts durability plainly confifts almoft all the value of
fuch a government. Hence moft of the political know-

ledge and labour of freemen has been employed, and
¢xhaufted, 1n endeavouring to give ftability to their re-
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ipective political fyftems. Hence have arilen the nu-
merous checks, balances, and divifions of power and
influence, found in our own political conftitutions, and
in thofe of feveral other nations. In other nations, thefe
means have been generally infufficient to accomplifh
the end. Whether they will ifflue more happily in
our own is uncertatn.  In {everal inftances, we {eem to
have approached the verge of diflolution ; but we have
providentially withdrawn, before the feafon of fafety was
pafled. Men of extenfive political information, and
fagacious forecaft, have frequently trembled for our na-
tional exiftence ; and, notwithftanding fome favourable
interpofitions of Providence in our behalf, they ftill
wait anxioufly to know what the end will be. Should
we fall, the faireft hopes of wife and good men will be
blafted ; the maxim, That mankind cannot be governed
without force and violence, will ftand on higher proof,
and be advanced with new and triumphant confidence ;
and the great body of civilized men will probably fit
down in fullen and melancholy convifkion, that nations

cannot, unlefs circumfcribed by Alps, or oceans, be per-
manently free,

Moft nations, and moft politicians, have confidered
Arms and Wealth, as primary means of contiguing na-
tional happinefs. To this opinion they have probably
been led by the allurements of avarice and ambition, by
the power of cuftom, and by a perfuafion, eafily imbib-
ed, that grandeur and happinefs are fynonymous. All

thefe are deceitful guides, and have in this inftance con-
ducted only <o error,

As means of defence, arms are evidently neceffary to
national fafety, and, of courfe, to the permanence of na-
tional happinefs; but, as means of conqueft, they are
ufually the fource of national ruin. States of moderate
fize, uninclined to military yenterprife, and unambitious
of high diftinétion, appear to have realized more hap[;lj-

neis,
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fiefs, than thofe of a contrary charaGter, Widely e-
tended dominions are too unwieldy an obje(t, to be man-
aged with either fkill, or fuccefs ; and power, diffufed
over a large territory, leffens at every ftage of its diffu-
fion. A greater and greater mixture of nations and
tribes, once independent and impatient of fubjugation,
of different manners, religions, and interefts, and pre-
vented from uniting by prejudice and hatred, by impe-
rious domination and irritated dependence, is continually
accumulated, at every ftride of conqueft ; and, like the
iron and clay in the prophecy, though carefully moulded
into a fair and regular form, is preparing to crumble,
under the hand of the Former,

The fyftem of government, alfo, and its neceffary
meafures by becoming daily more complicated, become
daily more perplexing. The public concerns are ton
numerous, the public officers, in apinions, charalters,
and interefts, too various, the opportunities of fecure op-
preffion too eafy, and the neglectsof duty too frequent, to
allow of any poffible firmnefs, ot confiftency. The pile,
however {kilfully erefted, and conftantly repaired, 1s by
the increafe of its own weight precipitated to the grousd.

From great accumulations of Wealth the fame evil is
derived with not lefs certainty, and in methods not very
diffimilar.  Avarice 1s one of thofe daughters of the borfe-
Jeach, which inceflantly cry, ¢ give, give ;” it 1s eminent-
ly the fire, which faith not, * it is enough.” 'The love of
property increafes 1n 3 more rapid proportion, than the
property itfelf, Ina country poflefled olp immenfe wealth,
places 1n government are, of neceflity, highly lucrative,
and, of courfe, the objeéts of ardent defire. To attain
them, no principles, no effarts, are efteemed too great a
{acrifice. Sycophancy, fervility, bribery, perjury, and
numberlefs other fpectres of vice, haunt all feats of power
and truft, and force the friends of public integrity-to renre
with alarm and difcouragement. Honefty is no longer

counterferted ;
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counterfeited ; but laughed at. Confcience is hot fi-
lenced ; but difcarded. Pofts of honour, are toffed out
for_a fcramble ; and truth, juftice, and the public wel-
fare, are vendued to the higheft bidder.

On perfonal manners the effe¢ts are no lefs unhappy.
Stimulated by avarice, and called onward by the com-
manding voice of cuftom, every man makes gold his
god. To acquire riches becomes the only objec, ho-
nour, or duty. By his wealth every man’s worth is
fealed. Wealth is virtue ; and poverty vice. The
means of acquifition are, therefore, fanétified by the
acknowledged importance of the end. Extortion, fraud,
gaming, and peculation, fteal into charaer, under the
impofing names of induftry and prudence, and whiten
Into virtues, in the funthine, with which opulence 1s {ur-
rounded.

In the mean time, luxury holds out to appetite his
flore of various and fickly .confeions, and perfuades
thole, who are prepared to be perfuaded, that fenfe is
the only fource of real good, and thatto eat and drink
is the chief end of man. Enfeebled by floth, debafed
by indulgence, and grofs with a perpetual proftitution
of tafte and of talents, the rational chara&er becomes
allimilated to the animal one, and man clauns 4 new
and more intimate kindted to the fwine.

Parade and appearance, alfo, invite and engrofs the na-
tional attention. Houfes, gardens, equipage, and drefs,
take the place of duty and worth ; and from the prince
to the peafant the great ambition is to fhine. Arts of
ornament eject thofe of ufe ; and manners of manlinefs
and cignity give place to ceremony and profeffion. E-
ducation, inftead of enlightening the underftanding and
forming the heart, is employed in gracing the perfon
and fuppling the limbs ; and inftead of teaching truth,
implanting vircue and fathioning to worth by fober dif-
cipline, habituating care, and perfuafive example, ter

minatcs
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minates ali her labours in accomplifhing for the dance
and the drawing room. Children; are of courfe, led out
of the path of reafon and duty into the by-ways of ap-
pearance and fenfe, are conducted to the theatre and not
to the church, and, while they are expected to become
men and women, dwindle; with a regular diminution,

into fribbles and dolls.

Thus the influence of enormous Wealth, and of ex-
tended Conqueft, 1s equally pernicious to the Magtftrate,
and to the fubject ; and the national charalter becomes

tainted, of courfe, with ficklinefs and corruption.

The experience of mankind has effeCtually elucidated
the truth of thefe remarks. Greece, Rome, and the
great nations of modern Europe, are all evident proofs
of the ntimate connection between Conqueft and rum ;
and Carthage and Holland are ftrong exhibitions of

the perithing nature of fociety, which refts on the {pe-
ctous and treacherous fupport of nnlimited Commerce.

The plans of thofe, who hitherto have chiefly planned
for mankind, appear to have been formed principally for
the purpoft of fixing fecurely that ftate of foctety, which
thev tound, and little, if at all, for its melioration.  Yor
tiis end, they appear to have aimed merely to ftrength-
en the exifting government againft invafion and infur-
rection.  Men, they {eem to have fuppofed, muft con-
tinue to be what they found them; ignorant, vicious,
and unhappy. To render them as quiet as pofiible, 1n
that ftate, i1s naturally concluded to have been the higheft
object of their policy, fo far as it 1s exhibited in hiftory.
IHence they laboured much to confolidate the elements
of the government, and to fecure to it that reverence,
fubmiffion; and ftrength, which promifed undifputed do-
minton.  When the promotion of {cience became a part
of the political fyftem, it was principally adopted, for
the purpole of qualifying individuals to govern, and

fumifhing ufeful acents to thole who governed, in the
B proﬁ*rution
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profecution of their meafures ; and rarely, and fcantily,
for the purpofe of improving the mafs of men. The
Objed was not o to rule, as to engrofs the efteem and
affection of fubjects ; or to enable them to know when
they were {0 ruled, as to make their rulers the proper ob-
jects of their efteem and affection. The Objett was not
to prepare fubjects by information, happinefs, and vir-
tue, to underftand, to love, and to preferve their ftate ;
but to make them quiet in that ftate, whether difpofed,
or indifpofed. Hence, policy became an art ; and go-
vernment a trick. Rulers were employed in plotting
againft their fubjelts ; and fubjeéts either quietly funk
into torpid infenfibility, or, awakened by oppreffion ex-

tended beyond every bound, rof¢ to infurretion and
madnefs.

This {yftem, though 1t has been almoft the only hu-
man {yftem, has never appeared to be of real ufe to man.
It has often defeated itlelf, and fruftrated the defigns of
thofc, by whom i1t has been adopted. Afiyra, Perfia,
Macedon, Rome, and France, are all proofs, that care-
fully fupported, as it has been by all the arts of policy,
and the utmolt accumulation of power, it has ftill fown
in itfelf the feeds of diffolution ; and that thofe, whom
it was mntended to aggrandize, have fallen into the fame
gulph of perdition, with thofe whom it was intended to
enflave. 'The Character of the mafs of people, in each
of thofe monarchies, was the real caufe of its political
ruin ; and the nature of the political fyftem was as really
a principal caule of that chara@®er. In Africa, where
Oppreflion has more effeftually wielded her iron rod,
and where man has been more entirely fhorne of his in-
telleCtual dignity, a more uniform courfe of fociety has
been accomphifhed. But here quietnefs has exifted with-
out happinefs ; a ftagnant lake, filled with pollution and
death ; and nations, commuting reafon for inftin&t have

dhrunk 1nto brutes. In India, and in China, where the
fame fyltem has long, tho’ not uninterruptedly prevailed,

the
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the inhabitants have indeed rifen to higher grades of

manual ingenuity, but, as moral beings, are nearly on
the fame level.

Under the influence of freedom, man has been roufed
from this lethargy, and fhaken himfelf with a returning
confcioufnefs of energy and action. In this fuperior
ficvation, his powers, his views, lus eftorts, enlarged
with a portentous growth ; but they grew chiefly by
the aid of foil, climate, and accident. ‘The culuvation
which they received, was the cultivation of chance, of
paffion, and of appetite ; not of {yftem, wifdom, or vir-
tue. Greece became a Giant in war, 1n icience, and in
arts ; but was ftill an infant in moral improvement, and
ufeful policy. No regular plan of ameénding the human
charalter appears to have been thought of by her moft
admired fages; and, while her efforts in the ficld, and
in the ftudy, awed mankind to aftonithment, her citizens
were merely a collettion of fuperiour favages. Their
depravity aflumed, indeed, a more elegant form, but not
an effentally different charalter. Rome fyftematized,
and 1n a higher degree than any other State has ever
done, war, oppreflion, and devaftation. Her govern-
ment, alfo, was more fkilfully adjufted, and more firmly
compacted, than the Grectan fyltems ; but 1t was f{till
toffed by tumult, and fhattered by frequent violence.
Her citizens were left to rthe fame accidental improve-
ment ; and, though poflefled of a more {pecious ftateli-
nefs than thofc of Greece, were debafed with the fame
groflnefs and mmmanity.  Accuftomed, from our infan-
cy, to {tudy their hiftory, to admire their talents, and ta
celebrate their exploits, we are prone to form a different
eitimate of thefe nations ; yet by a very modcerate exan:-
inacion we fhall find, tht they furnith us many things o
adiire, but few o apniove, that, as moral beings, thev
are diftinguifhed with little advantage from various na-
rions whom they contemptuoufly ftyled barbarians,  In-
deed,y one of the firlt political errors of later ages ap-

SRS
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pears to be too high a refpeét for the ftate of fociety in
Greece and Rome.

There is, T believe, a more rational policy, beginning
with a different aim, and purfuing public quiet in a rfo-
bler and more effectual manner. The primary mean of
originating and eftablithing happinels, 1n free commu-
nitics, 18, [ imagine, the formation of a good perfonal
charatter in their citizens. Good citizens mutt of courfe
conftitute a happier community than bad ones, and muft
better underftand the nature and caufes of their happi-
nefs.  They may fafely be governed by a milder policy,
and cannot but be better judges of the defirablenefs of
fuch policy. More the children of reafon, and lels the
flaves of appetite and paffion, they will naturally be
more fatisfied with real happinefs, and lefs allured, by
that, which, however thewy, is unfubftantial ; will need
fewer reftri®ions, and be more contented under fuch as
are neceffary 5 will prize more highly fuch liberty, as 15
fuited to the condition of man, and proportionally dif-
regard that, which is Utopian. Hence, fuch citizens
may probably be governed by juftice, and Common-
fenfe ; and will not neceffitate the adoption of force and
oppreflion, or the employment of circumvention and
{tatecraft.

A family is, in fome réfpedts, a ftate in miniature.
Children of bad perfonal charalers can {carcely be gov-
erned at all, and never, without conftant exertions of
terror and force. Children of a good charalter are ea-
fily fwayed, without either. Mild and equitable mea-
fures, few and gentle interpofitions of mere authority,
united with argument and perfualion, will, in a family
compoled of fuch children, effc€ually eftablith domettic
order, peace, and happinels. This difference of recu-
lations, this exemption from the neceflity of exerting
ferce and infpiring terrer, depends wholly on the chat-
acter of thofe, whe are 10 be governed, To a Stare

- | thefs
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thefe truths are not lels applicable. If the perfonal
charzter of its cirizens were perfetly good, there would
be neicher neceflity, nor opportumtv, “of governing by
force. That train of penalties, which conftitutes a great
part of the bufinefs of every Legiflature, and of the con-
tents of every ftatute book, would ceafe to exift, as 1t
would ceafe to be neceffary ; and the mere expreffion of
the public will would execure itfelf. ~ The Sheriff would
enjoy a finecure,” and the jail moulder without an in-

habitant.

On this general principle was the prophecy of the
Text written. Wildom and knowledge, the prophet
declares, fhall, at fome future period, fome period which
Iapprehend to be ftill future, be the flability of the
times, to which he refers : 1.e. the public ftability of
the age ; of one, or of more than one nation : or, in
other words, the. means of eftablithing on firm founda-
tions public happinefs.

By Wifdom, all Perfons who read the Bible know,
the Sacred Writers commonly intend Virtue; and Vir-
tue in that enlarged and Ev:m aelical {enfe, wluch em-
braces Piety to God Good- W1ll to mankind, and the
eﬁc&llal Government of ourfelves. ¢ The fear of the
Lord,” faid Jehovah, when difclofing this inefimable
and  hitherto unexplored fubject, ¢ that is Wildom.”
““ The fear of the Lord,” fays Solomon, (Heb.) is the
chief part of Wifdom.” ¢« The Wifdom, that 1s from
above,” fays James, “is firle pure, then peaceable, gen-
tleg eafy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits,
without partiality, and without hypocrify.” As Wif-
dom is properly defined to be that attribute of mind,
which aims at the beft ends, and choofes the beft means
to accomphih them ; fo Virtue, which fteadily aims at
the Glory of God, the Good of mankind, and the Gond
of ourfelves, the beft poflible ends, and which more na-
rurally than any other difpolition direlts to the bef means

| of
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of accomplithing them, was, with peculiar propriety,
ftyled Wifdom by the penmen of the Scriptures.

Virtue may be defined—The Love of doing good.
It will be eafily feen from this definition, if allowed to
be juft, that it can be but one indivifible Attribute of
mind. Yet, as the objets, towards which it 1s exercii-
ed, are materially different, it has been divided, for the
purpofes of confideration, into the three great branches
already mentioned. It ought to be obferved, that 1t 1s
not a paffion, nor an aggregate of paffions ; but a prin-
ciple, or difpofition, habitual, altive, and governing. It

is the mental encrgy, direGed fleadily to that which 1s
yight,

God, the greateft obje& in the Univerfe, and infinite-
Jy more important and worthy than all others, demands,
of courfe, the fupreme regard of evcry rational being.
The firft, the moft obligatory, and the moft noble exer-
cife of Virtue is the Love and Reverence of this Glori-
ous Being, generally termed Piety.

Qur fellow creatures, colle¢tively, form the next great
pbject of our regard. Virtue, excrcifed towards them,
has very properly been denominated Good-will or Bene-
volence ; a name defcriptive of all right altections to-
wards them, and including juftice, faithfulnefs, kindnefs,

truth, forgivenefs, and all thofe, which are frequently
ftyled the Social Virtues.

To himlelf every Man is alfo an important obje@ of
regard.  Virtue, as exercifed towards ourfelves, includes
every jult defire and vindicable purfuit of our real good ;
but it is principally employed in regulating and confin-
tng within aue bounds our appetites and pafiions ; prin-
ciples in the human mind, which perpetually prompt to |
wrong, and which, without a continual and vigorous re-
ftramte, mvariably dithonour God, injure our fellow men,
and run ourfelves.  Thus exercifed, Virtue is termed
Temperance, or Self-government. Ir
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It is unneceffary for me to remark to this Audience,
that all human condu& fprings from the human will ;
that this 1s the only active principle in man ; and that,
as the will is directed to good, or evil, right, or wrong,
man invariably does that, which i1s evil, or that which 1s
vood. The real importance of Virtue to the happinefs
of Society lies in this ; that Virtue is an uniform direc-
tion of the will to that which i1s good. When man 1s
virtuous, therefore, his difpofition, the fource of all his
conduld, being fteadily pointed to that, which 1s good,
and right, his conduct muft, of courfe, be alfo right and
good.  Hence Virtue of neceffity aims at the happinefs
of Society. A man’s private intereft may, for a time,
and 1n his own view, be promoted by wrong; but the
interelts of 2 community can never be, for a moment,
promoted but by that which is right. A felfith, fepa-
rate intereft clafhes with that of every neighbour, and
cannot be advanced, but to the injury of the common
2601,  Avatice always robs ; ambition always oppref-
fes ; and fenfuality always wounds.  Virtue, on the con-
trary, mvariably feeks the common welfare, and gives
no pan, where 1t 1s not indifpenfubly neceffery for the
prootion of that welfare.

Virtue is, alfo, a principle fufficiently pawerful and ac-
tive tomake all the happinefs, which Socicty can enjoy.
It is the whole energy of the Deity ; and of every perfet
being ; and may become the whole encrgy of man., It
often has become fufficiently powerful to produce the
highelt felf-denial, of which man in his prefent ftate is
capable ; and 1s not uncommonly of fuch ftrength, as to
conftitute the only active charalter. Greater exertions
have rarely fprung from felfithnefs, than have fprung
from virtue.  The labours of Alfred were not inferior to
thofe of Ca:far ; nor were thofe of the proudeft and moft
ambitious Philofopher to be named with thofe of Paul.

~As Virtue is the genuine, the invariable, and the effi-
cient. fource of public happinefs, fo it js in the fame de-

gree
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gree its ftability. As it is its natural tendency to pro-
duce happinefs, fo this is always and equally its tendency.
Wherever, and how long foever, it exifts, the happinefs,
of which 1t is the parent, will alfo exitt. |

Good-will to Mankind, accomplifhes directly moft of
thofe defirable objects, at which the political Contftitu-
tions, and the Laws, of Society aim ; It makes men
honeft, juft, faithful, fubmiflive to government, and
friendly to each other, without reftrictions, or punifh-
ments ; and renders magiftrates equitable, public {pirit-
ed, and merciful, without checks, (}a&iqns, or rebellions,
And all this it can accomplifh, without labour, or ex-
penfe, without force, turmoil or terrour.

Self-government, on the other hand, effeCtually re-
{trains from all thofe evils in Society, to prevent which
1s the principal employment of Laws and of Magiftrates.
With far more efficacy, and incomparably more eafe, than
the poft and the prifon, the gibbet and the crofs, does it
deter from fraud, revenge, iinpurity, theft, robbery, trea-
fon, and rebellion. At the fame time, it guards from
ten thoufund other evils, which no Law can reflrain, and
which, often, are not lefs pernicious to Society, than
thofe overt and glaring alts, which are the objeéts of ju-
dicial decifion. Its influence on the Magiftrate is equal-
ly propitious ; nor are the private evils, which I have
fpecified more effeCtually prevented, than the extenfive
and enormous mifchiefs of corruption, peculation, and
tyranny. |

With regard to the advantage and neceffity of Good-
will to public happinefs, there has never been any debate,
except that, which refpefts all Virtue, viz. Whether it
1s neceflary, that men fhould be principled to purfue the
good of Society ; or whether it is fufficient, to require
the altions conducive to this end, without any regard
to the principle, This queltion I fhall difculs in the

fequel.,
1 With
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With regard to the neceflity of Self-government ta.
the happinefs of Society a debate has always exifted. In
every Community men are found, who fteadily infift;
that the indulgence of thofe defires whiclh are appro-
priately termed Appetites is juftifiable, and in no way
noxious to thé public'good. Were men brutes, and
connelted on equal terms with a republic of fwine, goats,
and fwift-peters, this fentiment would at leaft plead fome
pretence in its behalf; and Reafon would not be oblig=
ed fo often to bluth for the human charater, when it

read, to this effe&, the labours of infidel philofophers, or
heard the converfationt of equally rationial fenfualifts.

The man of floth, the drone of Society, wha adds no-- .
thing to the common ftock, and lives on the labours and
{poils of others, might yet be borne, were not his floth
the flood-gate of wickednefs. Idle to do good; he is a
pattern of induftry indoing evil. In his merely flothful
character, every morfel, which he taftes, 1is the plunder
ot his neighbour, and every a& of his enjoyment a de-
predation on Soctety, To confole them for the imuftice;
with a reftlefs mind, and hands diligent in mifchicef, he
confumes his time, and employs his talents, in pambling,
horferacing, cheating, ftealing, receiving from thieves,
corrupting youth, difturbing good order, and purfuing
an umiverfal round of noxious labours and pernicious
diverfions. |

If idlenefs, prodigality, the ruin of health, reputation,
and ufefulnefs, the depravation of every mental and bodi-
ly faculty, the mortification of friends, the deftrution
of the peace, comfort, and hopes, of his family, and the
exhibition of a contagious and peftilential example; ara
not mjurious to a Community, the drunkard, and the
¢lutton, will undoubtedly ftand on new ground, and may
with new confidence bring forward a putrid carcafe, and
a putrid mind, to the public eye, and infift, that they ar¢
dund; ufeful, and healthy members of the Body polities

€/ The
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‘The man of lewdnefs is in a condition even lefs: hqpe-
ful. He unceafingly fcatters fire-brands, arrows, and.
death, on all around him. He profefles, indeed; tq be
i fport, and merely to purfue hjs own amufement ;
but the fufferings of thofe, who'are unhappily within
his reach, make that amufement a very. ferious. concern
to them, He lives but to injure, and afts but to de-
ftroy. The burglar plunders the purfe ; the murderer
cuts off the life, and hurries his unhappy victim to an
untimely grave. ‘The man of Lewdnefs robs the. parent
of his child, the hufband of his.wife, and the family of
thetr mother ; murders houthold peace, character, and
happinefs ; plunges the dagger of death into the foul,
and hurries the viétim of his luft into the abyfs of the
damned. The plunder of the burglar may be recover-
ed, or the lofs may be borne : the vi&tim of the mur-
derer may live beyond the grave, and the unhappy
mourners may with this hope foothe their excruciating
{forrows : but no means can reftore, no mind can {uftain,
the plunder of peace; no balfam was ever found for
the ulcer of infamy ; no fkill can rebuild a ruined fami-
ly ; nor canany artift repair the wrecksofa foul. Such
15 the innocence of the Leacher; and, were not too great
multitudes interefted in protecting and conniving at vice,
the chace of the wolf and the tyger would be forgotten,
and he, in their fiead, would be hunted from the refi-
dence of men. ‘

Piety, the remaining branch of Virtue, although its
utility, and its neceffity to public happinefs, has been
more frequently queftioned, and denied, is, probably ac
leaft as ufeful, and as neceffary to this object, as either
of the other branches. It will, I prefume, be allowed
to be wholly rational, and probable, that there are, with-
in the limits of the creation, worlds, where the Creator
is wholly refpected according to his charater ; and
where infinite greatnefs and excellence not only de-

.mand, but obtain, a love, reverence, and obedience, fuit-
04
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ed to their ‘nature. ‘That there is one fuch world, the
Bible direCtly declares. 1In fuch a world, it is evident,
Piety 1s the whole fource of order, pcace, and happinefs,
Perfect 1tlelf, it there renders the whole moral {yflem
perfect, and {pontaneoufly produces that obedience to
the divine government, which 1s lefs effeCtually produc-
ed here by threatenings and judgments. As Piety is the
foundation, in that world, of the order and peace, on
which all {ocial happinefs depends, it 1s rationally con-
cluded, that it muft be the natural foundation, in any
other world, of proportional order and peace ; and
that, fo far as it exifts, it will Benefit earth, as well as
heaven, men, as well as angels, and any particular na-
tion, as well as mankind in general. In other words,
as Piety appears to be the foundation of the moft per-
fett intelleGual happinefs ; fo 1t 1s to be déemed the
real, the natural, and the univerfal foundation of focial

good.

Fram Piety, alfo, the other exercifes of Virtue derive
a higher diftin&ion, are prefented with ftronger motives,
and enforced by more folemn fanctions, than can fpring
from any other fourct.

All the duties which we owe to mankind, are, with-
out the confideration of Piety, viewed as merely due to
men ; worms of the duft, beings of yefterday, and child-
ren of vanity and fin. To fuch beings moral obligati-
on, tholigh real, muft be of comparatively little import-
ance, and operate with little force. But in the eye of
Piety all thefe duties are enhanced, beyend meafure, by
the confideration, that they are enjoined by God, and
that, of courfe, every fulfilment of moral obligation to
our neighbour is the performance of a duty to our Ma-
ker. The fame remarks are, with equal force, applied
to the duties of Self-government. As much greater,
therefore, as much more excellent, and as much more
poflefied of a right to require our {ervice, as Gocil 15,
| 1an
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than men, juft fo much more importance, and diitinc-

sion, does Piety give to thefe branches of Virtue, than
they could otherwife receive.

The principal motives to virtue are evidently the plea-
fure found in the practice of it—the efteem, affection,
and beneficence which it excites in our fellow creatures—
~ the approbation and love of God—and the expectation of
future rewards and punifhments. The two firft of thefe
motives muft certainly operate with as oreat, and the two
laft with much greater influence, on Piety, than on any
other fuppofable charalter. To the eye of Piety God
appears, asa Being totally different from that, Wthh isufu-
ally formed by every other eye. His charatter 1s invefted
with an importance wholly new. His approbation, love,
and rewards, on the one hand, and his abhorrence, anger,
and punithments, on the Other, appear as objefts real
and boundlefs. Primary objets of attention, they be-
come primary concerns ; and are not only feen by con-
clufion, but direétly felt to involve all thc interefts of

man. Hence they become the directory of thought, and
the law of actipn,

A clear and fixed fenfe of moral obligation is, proba-
bly, in the opinion of moft men, mdxlpenfably neceffary
to the difcharge of the duties, and to the produél'lon of
the lnppmell of Society. But fuch a fenfe, it is pre-
fumed, 1s to be looked for in Plety alone, The ftrength
of moral obligation lies wholly in the conviction, that a
conftant adherence to it is obedience to the will of God.
But almoft all the regard, which is rendered to. God, or
to his will, is rendered by the pious. Imperfeét and de-
fultory feclmgs of this nature, feelings which are yet of.
no fmall importance, will generally "be found, where 2
religious education has given birth to juft moral fenti-
ments 5 and efpecially where oeneral influence and ex-
amplc, united with public Jn{trv&mn, have cultivated
sucn fenttments into habit.  Beyond thefe limits nothing
van be expe&cd nothing is commonly profefied, and

notl: g
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nothing will ever be found, befide the ehanging power
of fathionable opinion, the flippery dependence of per-
fonal honour, and the accidental coincidence of felfith-
nefs with duty.

The great fupport of moral obligation, in the prefent
world, is the belief of God’s moral government, of our
accountablenefs to him, and of an approaching ftate of
rewards and punifhments. The defire of happinefs, and
the dread of mifery, is a part of the intelligent, and even
of the animal nature, and is infeparable from the faculty
of perception. As all happinefs, and all mifery, are ulti-
mately derived from the hand of God, and as no bounds
can be fet to the degree, or the continuance, of either,
befide thofe, which he is pleafed to fet, this object comes
home to every heart with a power totally peculiar. Its
efficacy reaches all places, times, and perfons : all per-
fons, I mean, befide the fool, who hath faid in his heart,
¢ There is no God.” Its fuperiour efficacy on men of
piety I have already explained.

- In a world, like this, where the depravity of man is
proclaimed by every Law, 1s engraven on the altars of
every Religion, and is written with a pen of adamant on
the iron page of Hiftory, how defirable is 1t, that this
oreat motive to duty, this great fanCtion of moral obli-
gation, fhould, inftead of being leflened by fophiftry, ri-
dicule, and negleét, be preferved and ftrengthened to the
utmoft, to fave Society from thofe numerous evils, of
which it is the only remedy, and to prompt men to thofe
indifpenfable duties, to which it is often the only effetu-

al motive ¢

In addition to thefe obfervations it may be juftly affert-
ed, that, without Piety, the other branches of Virtue are
never found. There has been no proof either from fa&,
or from areument, hitherto adduced, to fhew, that one
oranch of Virtue can exift independently of the others,
Al the heathens, both individuals and nations, who re-

R garded
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garded their felow men in the moft equitable manner,
and who regulated themfelves with the greateft decency,
were diftinguithed by reverence for the gods. Among
Chriftians, alfo, there 1s no want of evidence, to prove,
that impious-men are alike deftitute of benevolence and
felf-gavernment, and that the appearances, which are
found, of thefe chara&eriftics, in thofe whe are not pious,
are the accidental refult of convenience, or neceffity.

But the fubject will eafily, and, I apprehend, perfectly
explain itfelf. Juftice in'man is the love of that which is
juft. But can he, in whom this principle exifts, be un-
jutt to his Maker ? Can he be willing, and principled,
to render to Czfar the things which are Cafar’s,.and not
to God the things which -are God’s ? ‘Or can any thing
be Czfar’s with fuch abfolute right, as he, his talents,
time, and fervices, are God’s 7 Gratitude 1s an affection-
ate fenfe of benefits, and a proportionate love to the Be-
nefaCtor, But can any man be grateful to a2 human, who
1s not grateful to the Divine, Benefactor ? Generally, can
a man love intelligent being at all, who does not love
the Infinite Intelligent ; or be at all virtuous, unlefs his
virtue be direfted primarily to that Being, who s, infi-
nitely beyond all others, excellent, lovely and beneficent?

Whether it be defirable for Society, that its members
fhould be principled to promote its happinefs, or not ; is
a queftion, which cannot be afked without a blufh, nor
anfwered without a fmile. It is to alk whether 1t would
be better for Society, that its happinefs fhould be great,
ftable, and fecure ; or fmall, fluétvating, and accidental.
There is no fteady fource of public or private good, but
principle ; and there is, in this {enfe, no principle, but
Virtue. To Virtue public good neceffarily appears, and
is enjoined by an Authority inftin(tively obeyed (the Au-
thority of God) as a primary object of regard. To a
mind not virtuous it 1s, of courfe, and alway, anobjelt
{fubordinate, accidental, and fohitary.

Cn
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On the inhabitants of a land, univerfally virtuous, the
peculiar bleflings of Heaven may, alfo, be rationally ex-
petted to defcend.  Where human weaknefs errs, where
human power falters, and where human means prove in-
effeCtual, God may, both on rational and evangeliShl
erounds, be expected to open his beneficent hand, and
fupply the neceffary good. Here, allo, Virtue may be
fafely pronounced to be the ftability of public happinefs.

But it is not enough, that the members of 2 Society
aim at that, which will promote the general good ; they
muft alfo know what it is. Knowledge is, therefore,
with the utmoft propriety defignated 1n the text, as ano-
ther fource of this ftability.

In examining this part of the fubjec, it will be ufeful
to confider the kind, the diffufion, and the effets, of that
knowledge, which is intended by the Prophet.

It will undoubtedly be conceded, that he intended that
knowledge, which is real, and not merely nominal ; that,
alfo, which is pratical, and therefore ufeful ; and, of
courfe, that, which is moral, or in other words, the moit
practical, and the moft ufeful.

Almotft all real knowledge, and all pra&ical knowledge,
is derived either from Experience, or from Revelatior.
Theories are generally mere dreams, which ought to be
placed on the fame level with the profeffed fictions of po-
ets, and to be written in verfe, and not in fober profe. Tho"
dignified with the pompous title of Philofophy, they have
ufually, after amufing the world, a little time, gone dow
the ftream of contempt into the ocean of oblivion. They
cannot be pracical, becaufe they cannot be true ; and
hence, being of no ule, except to pleale the imagination,
they are of courfe neglected and forgotten.

There is in the human mind 2 faculty, called Com-
mon-fenfe, which, though never 1n high eftimation a-

mong Philofophers, {eems to have originated, and exe-
- auted
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euted; almoft all the plans of human bufinefs which have
proved to be of any ufe. The reafon is obvious, Em-
ployed in forming near and evident deductions from fats,

ﬁin clofely obferving fats for that purpofe, contented

moderate advances, and cautious of innovation, its
ftep, though flow, has been fure ; a real approximation
tothe end in view. Theory, on the contrary, rapid, but
wild, has ufually receded more than it has advanced.
Untried caufes, caufes to which a new application 1s giv-
en, and experiments in bufinefs, made either anew, orin
new circumftances, have always been regarded by Coin-
mon-fenfe with a fufpicious eye ; and a ftate of things;
not perfectly defirable, willingly endured, in preference
to the adoption of new fyftems, of which the effelts were
uncertain, and the operations dangerous.

The fyftem of government, formed for South-Carolina,
by Mr. Locke, may ftand as a portrait of all political
theories. Fair and rational on puper, but deformed and
ufelefs in practice, it fuited the teal circumftances of that
Colony, juft as a map, drawn by the fancy of a Geograph-
er, would fuit an undilcovered country ; or a chart of
foundings, marked by the Navigator, in {port, would
{uit the real ftate of an untraverled ocean. If this Giant
in underftanding failed fo entirelv in an attempt to form
a theoretical fyltem of governmenit, reducible to practice,

of what charaCter muft be the atterpts of modern pyg-
mies ?

That the knowledge, communicated by Experience
and Rcvelation, was intended in this prophecy, will be
evident to all perfons, who remember, that this was the
only knowledge in extftence, when the prophecy was
written.  Vifionary Philofophy had not then begun to
miflead mankind. The world was contenzed with real
knowledge ; and, although its ftock was finall, it was
genuine and unalloyed, and therefore of a currency and
wle, fuited 19 human purpofes. Had its progrefs been un-

inteirupted
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interrupted by war and devaftation, and unbewildered by
theoretical Philofophy, we fhould now probably be re-
moved, in real knowledge, many degrees beyond our
prefent advances.

A general diffufion of knowledge, was undoubtedly
defigned in this prediction. In no other {enie could
knowledge be fuppofed to be the means of general fta-
bility.

The effets of knowledge, thus defined, are evidently
of high importance to focial happinefs. The Legiflator
it will enable to underftand the ftate, the interefts, and
the duties, of a people ; to form regulations fuited to their
ftate, promotive of their interefts, and coinciding with
their duty ; to difcern, with a freedom from low and per-
nicious prejudices, that equitable government is the true
fource of honour to himfelf, and of prolperity to his peo-
ple ; to caft his eyes abroad, without the purblind con-
fufion of narrow minds, and fee clearly the real condition
of other nations, and their proper connection with the
affairs of his own; to look back with diftinétacis, and
with comprehenfion, on the paft ftate of human fociety,
and forward, with rational prediction, to events which
are rifing on the furface of futurity., In a word; placed
by fuch knowledge on a lofty {fummut, he ftands as a
Watchmian for the welfare of millions, unobftrudted by
mifts, and undazzled by the height to which he 15 eleva-
ted, with a fteady eye marks diftinétly the furrounding
progrefs of things, and is enabled with confidence, and
with fafety, to utter alike the quieting voice of peace,
and the timely alarm of danger.

In the fame manner is the Judge enabled to under-
ftand and interpret law, to form equitable decifions, to

exercife his difcretionary authority in extending or re-
{tricting penalties, and generally to hold with an equal
hand the balance of right, between neighbour and ncigh-
bour, and between {ubjelts and the ftate,

ID. Te
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~ To maintain the dignity of government, to inprefs re-
" fpect for his own office, to fecure the general approba-
tion in the execution of punitive juftice, to ftop at the
bounds of law and right, and to mingle mercy with judg-
ment by choofing the leaft diftrefling methods of enforc-
ing judicial decifions, are employments which conftitute
the duty of the Executive magiftrate ; employments,
which demand, perhaps in an equal degree, clear under-
ftanding and extenlive information, and which hazard,
without it, the public profperity, and the public peace.

Nor are the people at large lefs interefted in the know-
ledge above defcribed. Stability of public happinefs,
efpecially in free States, depends wholly on the charalter
of the citizens in general. Nor can it exift, unlefs they
underftand diftinctly the rights and the duties of freemen,
the duties of magiftrates, the requifitions of law, the
common interelt and the means of promoting it, the ru-
inous nature of war, the beneficent influence of peace,
the relations of men in Society to each other, and the
charaéter, which thofe ought to fuftain, who are contern-
plated as objeéts of the public {uffrage. Equally uleful
1s knowledge in teaching them the duties of Parents,
children, friends, and neighbours, the nature and im-
portance of a happy domeftic education, the advantages
of mild and obliging conduct, the univerfal profit of vir-
tue, and the mifchiefs of vice of every kind, in every de-
gree, and towards every perfon. Highly important is
knowledge, alfo, to give that perfonal refpectabihty, and
to fecure that rational efteem, which excites and gratifies
Jaudable ambition ; to fill with profitable amufement the
hours of letfure, and of age ; to capacitate for the dif-
charge of ufeful and neceflary bufinefs ; and to furmfh
means of improvement in the feveral arts and employ-
ments of hfe. In a word, from knowledge muft, 1n a
great meafure, be derived that fteadinefs of character, that
pofleflion of comforts, and .that rational eftimation of
things, which form the ufeful citizen, and the refpectable
Society, From
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From thefe obfervations, I flatter myfelf, 1t will ap-
pear, that the ftability of public happinefs is produced by
Knowledge and Virtue ; and that the diffufion of thefe
through a Community is the true and the only method
of folving that political problem, which has fo long per-
plexed the rulers of mankind, By thefe great attributes
men are made good members of fociety ; and, compoled
of fuch members, a Society muft be happy. They form,
they finifh, the magiftrate and the citizen alike. They
teach every duty, and prompt to every performance.
They originate wife and equitable Jaws, juft decifions and
ufeful adminiftrations. They create the amiable conju-
gal and houthold offices, produce eftectual dometftic edu-
cation, train to early and happy habits, and conduct to
family peace, neighbourly kindnefs, a cheerful fubmiffion
to law, a fteady love of rational government, and an uni-
verfal growth of focial enjoyment. Sweet and falubrious
ftreams, they nourifh happinefs wherever they pafs ; and,
enlarging and mingling in their progrefs, {pread, in the
end, an ocean of bleflings over the millions, who inhabir
an emplre.

It will not be improper to add, that the moft refpe(t-
.able political writers have, with one voice, declared Vir-
tue to be indifpenfably neceflary to the exiftence of a free
Government. As this fentiment has been adopted in
oppofition to many prejudices, and interefts, rchgious
and fecular, and adopted by them all, 1t may be farrly
{fuppofed to be the refult of conviction and evidence,
Perhaps it may have arifen, in part, from the following

view of the fubject.

Government is rendered effe€tual by two preat engincs
—force and perfuafion. Force is the inftrument of de-
{potifin, and perfuafion of free and rational government.
To produce perfuafion, it is always neceflary to infpire
confidence. To infpire confidence in fubjetts towards
rulers, it is neceffary for fubje@s to be fatisfied, that their

rulers
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rulers are poffefied of knowledge to difcern, and of vir-
tue to aim at, the general good. To infpire confidence
in rulers towards fubjeéts, it is neceffary for rulers
to be fatisfied, that their fubjets pofiefs knowledge ta
difcern, and virtue to approve, the real wifdom and equi-
ty of public meafures, With thefe prerequifites, rulers
will with confidence purfue the public intereft ; and fub-
jedts will with equal confidence fupport their adminiftra-
tion : without them, the ruler, fearful and fufpicious, al-
ways in perplexity and always in danger, will feel him-
felf obliged to have recourfe to art, cabal, and contri-
vance, to keep in motion the wheels of government ;
and {ubjelts, anxious, jealous, and impatient, will con-
tinually fluttuate between hope and fear, flock at every

call to the ftandard of fattion, and prove the prey of e-
very demagogue. |

Fadls, alfo, lend their evidence to fupport this dotrine,
Sparta and Rome were the moft ftable of all the ancient
republics,  Virtue, in the fenfe of the Gofpel, they had
not; but, in their early periods, they were, to an unufual
degree, poffefled of what is called heathen virtue. Be-
yond moft, perhaps beyond all, the heathen nations, they
feared their gods, reverenced an oath, and believed in a
providence, which rewarded the good, and punifhed the
evil, Their ideas of truth and juftice, however crude,
were fixed ; and they admitted fewer. corruptions and vi-
olations of the principles, which they efteemed facred,
than moft other nations. While this was their conduét,
their public happinels, thouzh mperfedt, was ftable ;
and, with the fall of thele principles, it tumbled to the
around.

Among the modern nations ¢f Furope, Switzerland,
efpectaily in fome of its Canrons, holds the higheft rank
i public happinefs.  For more than 4o years, this dif-
enoitfhed countiy has withitood every fhoer from within,
altd irom viehont, s appears 13110 ¢ oo frm found-

| ations.
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ations, Equally remarkable has this country been for
knowledge and virtue. In no State, in Europe, have the
inhabitants at large poflefled equal information, or ex-
hibited equal proofs of piety and unblemifhed morals.
To thefe caufes their happinefs s directly traced by every
enlightened traveller. Happy Switzerland ! God has
created for thee thy walls and thy bulwarks. Under his
good providence, thy bravery has made thee free, and
thy knowledge and virtue have made thee happy.

On this fide of the Atlantic, Congetticut, by an ex-
tenfive and increafing acknowledgement, appears to hold,
in this refpe, the firft ftation. The happinefs of this
State, for one hundred and fifty years, has fuffered, ex-
cept from external enemies, little diminution. Its go-
vernment, cuffoms, manners, and general ftate of Socie-
ty, have fcarcely been changed, but by the gradual pro-
erefs of refinement. Formed, at firft, in all the great
outlines, and nearly filled up, by men, whofe diftinguifh-
ed reCtitude of difpofition, led, of courfe, to juftnefs of
opinion, and whofe found Common-fenfe, improved by
clofe obfervation, did not lead to error, its Conftitution,
although, in many refpects, a violation of political theo-
ry, has been found more than any other to be fitted for
practice. Public and private happinefs its inhabitants
have, 1n a high, perhaps an unrivalled, degree, enjoyed.
In no country has Virtue, for {o long a period, been held
in higher eftimation, received more marks of public re-
gard, or more emphatically formed the general charalter.
Knowledge, at the fame time has, 1n an almoft {ingulas
manner, been diffufed through the mafs of people. Eve-
ry parent in the State has a {chool placed in his neigh-
bourhood ; and every child 1s furnifhed with the means
of the moft neceffary inftrution. To aid, and to com-
plete, thefe peculiar advantages, a church in every dif-
trict of a moderate {ize, opens 1ts doors to the furround-
:ng inhabitants, and invites every family to receive the
<nowledge, communicated by the Word of God.

Tle
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The fame doctrine might be even more ftrongly
sllufirated, if the time would permit, from the deplo-
rable contraft to the picture: already drawn, prefented
by the defolations and miferies of vice and igno-
rance. Almoft all the hiftory of mankind i1s an exhibi-
tion of this nature ; for vice and ignorance have 1n moft
inftances prevailed without a mixture, and reigned with-
out controul. Rulers have trampled on the necks, riot-
ed on the {poils, and fported with the miferies, of their
fubjets. Subjects have fallen before them with impious
homage, and {lavith brutifm, or refcued themfelves from
oppreflion, to run mad with the phrenzy of anarchy, and
to wanton 1n plunder and blood. Nations, as if in love
with mifery, and unfatisfied to fee their fufferings fo finall,
have reached out an eager hand to grafp at woe. War
has been the profeffion of man, and arms his inftru-
ments of bufinefs, and of pleafure. Conqueft, like a
roaring lion, has ftalked round the defolated globe, feek-
ing whom he might devour. In his train, Ambition has
fmoked with flaughter ; Avarice has ground the poor
mto duft ; and Pollution, like the meffenger of death to
the army of Sennacherib, has changed the hoft of man
into putrified corpfes. Fiends have looked on, and tri-
umphed ; Angels have wondered, and wept ; and Hea-
ven, as if difcouraged from efforts, has given up its work
to wafte and deftruion. “

The end of the obfervations, which I have made, is to
imprefs on the minds of this audience the importance of
public and individual exertions to promote knowledge
and virtue in this State,  If the obfervations are juft, the
value of the object will not be difputed. But 1t is one
thing to be convinced of the importance of an objeét, and
another to feel it in fuch 2 manner, as to be roufed into
exertion in its behalf. Ignorance of the moft proper
methods of exertion, difficultics always prefenting them-
felves in its progrefs, and doubts concerning its fuccefs,
added to native indolence, eafiiy damp the rifing effort,

and



( 3t )

and incline us to thift the burden from ourfelves to others,

and to reft fatisfied with the general opiate of confcwnce
that our attempts will be vain, and may, therefore, be

fafely neglected.

To ftrengthen this enervating conclufion in our minds,
we naturally fTummon to our aid the general voice of hu-
man experience. ¢ The courfe of human affairs,” we
eafily fay, and fay with-fome degree of truth, “has been
a conftant exhibition of extreme difficulty, ever found in
extending and eftablithing virtue m the prefent world.
The volume of man is written only in black ; and page
after page, when carefully turned over, is feen to be
marked only with lines of vice, ignorance, and forrow.
Centuries have rolled on, without a beam of Iight ; and
Continents, throughout their expanded regions, have
reeked with the flaughter of man, and echoed to the
voice of mourning and mifery. Intervals have indeed
appeared of a brighter afpet ; and favoured tralts have,
at times, enjoyed the twilight promife of approaching day.
But how few have been thefe envied exceptions to the
general charalter of time, aud to the general ftate of the
world ! What miniatures of happimnets, knowledge, and
virtue muit we oppele to the gigantic figures of war, and
woe, of 1dolatry and brutiim ! A few years form the only
contraft to fixty centuries; and Switzerland is that finail
dult of the balance, which muft be veighed againit Af
rica and Afa.”

Such 1s the language of floth and dilcovragement. [
the main 1t 1s true ; but i it 13 not che whole truth, The
few experiments, which have been imperfectly mace, to
~diffufe knowledge, and nnplant and cultivate virtue, in
the mals of mankmd have {ufficiently proved, that ef-
forts for this end may be fuccelsful ; and that, when man
has prepared the ground and fown the 1ud Hcaven
will refule neither the rain, nor the funfhine.

The
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T he whole cultivation of virtue is a conflict with vice ;
but the warfare is honourable, and the viétory fruitful in
advantage, beyond the reach of computation. Nothing
valuable comes to man, without his cooperation ; and
the toil is commonly proportioned to the worth of the
acquifition. As the diffufion of Virtue over a Commu-
nity is the firft focial blefling, fo it ought, according to
the analogy of Providence, to be expected to demand
greater cfforts, than any other bleffing. Liberty has of-
ten been the price of lives fcarcely numerable, and of
property exceeding calculation. Yet Liberty is a pof-
feflion of lefs importance than Virtue. Had half the
cfforts been made to promote virtue, which have been
made to extend war and {laughter, virtue would now,

robably, conftitute the prevailing human character.
Eut Virtue, though the firft good of man, has leaft en-
gaced his attention.

Wherever exertions have been made for the extenfion
of virtue, fuccefs has followed. Under the fuperintend-
ence, and by the labours, of the Apoftles, its progrefs
was a greater miracle to the eye, than all thofe, which
they performed, as means of its exiftence. With the
gradual decay of effort 1t gradually ceafed. At the Re-
formation, exertion rofe to a charater almoft Apoftolic,
and fuccels attended 1t, like that of the Apoftles. In
Switzerland, Holland, Scotland, England, and in fome
parts of the American States, the growth and preva-
lence of Virtue has, at times, and through a confidera-
ble period, been fully proportioned to the efforts in its
behalf, and anfwered every rational hope. There is,
therefore, from experience, no reafon for difcouragement.

It may, perhaps, be faid, that Virtue is the gift of God:
This 1s no objeltion to the fentiments, here advanced.
It 1s their fupport. Every blefling is the gift of God.
The harveft is as truly his gift, as Virtue. Nor is there

a reafon to believe, that he will lefs willingly meet, with
his
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his blefling, him, who labours to adorn the mind with
moral beauty, and to plant 1n it the {eeds of righteouf-
nefs, than him, who, with equal induftry, is employed
in dréfling the earth in verdure, and in filling the field
with bread.

That knowledge may be effeCuaily diffufed through
1 Community will not be doubted.

On the methods, by which thefe great attributes of
the mind, thefe great means of Social happinefs, may be
moft effeCtually cultivated, and eftablithed, I have much
to fay ; and feel it to be a misfortune, that fo large a
part of my time feemed neceflary to prepare a founda-
tion, when the whole was neceffary to raife the Rructure.
To the time, howevet, I muft conform, and important
as I dcem the fubject; muft difmifs i wicth mere hints,
and heads of diflcourfe.

The Laws of every country have all, or may have, an
important influence on this fubjeé. The formation and
¢ftablithment of knowledge and virtue in the citizens of
a Community s the firft bufinefs of Legiflation, and wili
more cafily and more effectually eftablith crder, and fe-
cure liberty, than all the checks, balances, and penaltics,
wiich have been devifed by man, Wich the Legiflature
this bufinefs fhould begin; and with reference to it moft,
it not all, their important mealures ought to be concerted.
They with, doubtlefs, to do good to their country. In
this way they can domore good to it, than in any other,
Were this feritiment, 1n full flrength, in the mind of eye-
ry Legiflator, thie object could not tail of being accom-
plithed.

In the exact execution of Law, thofe magiftrates, to
whomn this duty is entrufted, may find an extenfive field
for the employment of this moft honourable patriotifin,
{t is not an uncommon, nor unfounded opinion, that the
duties of executive officers are, here, lefs punétually per-
formed, than the public good demands ; and that too

K ftrong
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{trong a fpirit of accommodation is become their cuftom-.
ary charalter. Little crimes appear, unhappily, to be
paffed over with inattention, and thus prepare the way for
thofe which are greater. It 1s defirable, that no Laws,
befide neceffary ones, fhould exift; butis equally and even
more defirable, that every exifting Law fhould be execut-
ed. In an effeCtual Grand-Jury this State 1s unhappily
and fingularly defeltive, and fuffers daily from the defect.
Until this evil fhall be remedied, one wide door to 1m-
morality and unhappinefs will be unneceflarily lefc open.

Calumny againft the feveral Officers, employed in go-
vernmental duty, is one of the moft obvious methods of
weakening government. The efteem of the Community
15, in all countries, an object of no fmall 1mportance to
perfons in public agency ; but, in this country, it is of
the higheft importance. The magiltrate, here, 1s raifed
above others by his office only ; and the efteem, which
he wifhes to obtain, is the efteem of his peers and com-
panions. To deprive him of this efteem 1s to deprive
him, in a fenfe, of his all ; and to do 1t wantonly and ma-
licioufly is to alt the part of an enemy, and a favage.
¢ Thou fhalt not fpeak evil of the ruler of thy people”
18 cqually a law of Revelation, and of Common fenfe,
If Rulers tranfgrefs, and at with fraud, or injuftice, the
path of regular impeachment 1s open, and ought to be
purfued. Mere political tlander is the refult of ambiti-
on, or of malice ; and 1s as mifchievous 1n 1ts effets, as
bafe in 1ts origin.  The length, to which 1t has already
proceeded, is great ; the length, to which 1t will proceed,
cannot be calculated. A {mall degree of forefight, will,
however, enable us to decide, that, thould it not be check-
ed, the pofieflion of office will, of itfelf, be efteemed, ere
long, an adequate proof of difhonefty.

But as Public happinefs depends, in this country, at
fealt, on the perfonal charaer of its inhabitants at large,

{o the promotion of public happinefs muft, in a grear
meafure,
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mealure, relt on perional exertions.  Men of every de-
{cription, who with the end accomplifhed, muft unite to

furniih the means.

The primary mean of this end has, 1 flatter mylelf,
been proved to be Virtue,  States may be rich, powcrf'ul,
and free; and yet not be happy. Amiquity,furniﬂlts us .
with a long and pompous Lift of rich and powerful States ;
but fearcely with one, 1n which the great body of citizens
i this State would not, if fuirly informed in the hiftory
of thofe States, be wholly unwilling to live ; I'fe, in our
view, being hardly worth pofleffing, if 1t muft be paffed
in fo wretched a ftate of Society. Tic fame obferva-
tion, with nearly the fame force, may be applied to almoft
all the prefent States of Furope The Grifons, allies of
the Switzers, are, by their Conflitution of government,
the freeft people, perhaps, of any on the Kaftern Con-
tinent. Still they are an unhappy people. They have
neither virtue to defire, nor knowledge to underftand, the
common intereft.  Juftice, ﬁlffrages, and the whole pub-
lic weal, are, among them, fold annually, like goods In
the market. Hence, with the fulleft pofieffion of liberty,
they are equally contemptible and wretched.

There are two great means of promoting virtue’; Re-
ligtous Educarion and Public Wor (hip. Rechigious edu-
cation prepares the mind to love, to attend, and to profit
by public worlhip ; and public worfhip fupports and
regulates religious education.  Without public worfhip,
children would ceafe to be religioufly educared ; and
without religious education, public worfhip would ceafe
to be attended.

To render public worfhip ufeful, it mufl be frequent-
ed ; and, to make it frequented, it muft, fo far as con-
fifts with 1ts nature, be made plealing.  For this purpofe,
the munifters of this worfhip muft, fo far as the circum-
itances of men will allow, be }“erﬁmq of knowledge, vir-

tue and dignity.  To fecure, in any countiry, a fuccefli-
on
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on of fuch minifters, their fupport ought to be comfort-
able ; the fource neither of {plendour and luxury on the
one hand, nor of fuficring and meannefs on the other.
Opulent livings would invite, and would be filled by
thofe, who moft covet opulence ; the afpiring, and the
unprincipled. A bate living would be left to floth, and
1gnorance. A rich and proud miniftry would be mac-
ceflible to the poor, and the humble ; a miniftry ftrug-
gling under penury would tremble at the frowns of the
rich, and the great. The fupport of mimfters ought alfo
to be fecure, and endangered by nothing, but their mif-
conduét. Precarious Livings, befide their expofure to all,

ihe evils of fcanty ones, would furnifh, to the incumbents,
caily temptations to facrifice confcience and duty to the
whims, and the vices, of thofe, from whofe goodwill they
hoped to derive their daily bread. No Youth, pofleflfed
of learning, dignity, and worth, ¢an be expected to ven-
ture himfelf on the ocean of life, in a bark, which fo evi-
dently announces a {peedy and certain fhipwreck, by its
total want of ftrength, and fafety, for the voyage.

Religion is always eftimated by the chara&er of its
minifters. I they are generally vile, the religion, which
they profefs, is generally abhorred ; if contemptible, it is
defpiled ; but, 1if worthy and dignified, it cannot butbe re-
fpeCted. Thus intimate and infeparable 1s the permanent
and fufficient fupport of the minifters of religion with

virtue, and of courfe with the exiftence, and the ftabili-
ty, of public happinefs.

b

Religious education, in the firft inftance, i1s domeftic.
To the early mind, parents are the minifters of religion
appointed by God.himlfelf, and invefted by him with au-
thority, and advantages, wholly peculiar.  On that mind
it is 1n their power to make impreflions, of the higheft
importance, and the moft benign c¢fiicacy ; impreflions,
waich exiend to all the great concerns of man, vich
n:owdd the whole fusure chara@er, and which ftand, thro’

life,
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hife, as prominent features in the conduct of every day.
«« Even a child may be known by his goings,” fays Solo-
mon ; or, asin the Hebrew, « By the goings of a Child
may be known his future charater, when a man.” In
the earlieft {tages of childhood may be implanted fuch a
ienfe of right and wrong, of truth and falfhood, of honef-
ty and fraud, of good will and malice, of accountablenefs
and judgment, of heaven and hell, of the glorious cha-
rater of the Redeemzr, of the prefence, infpettion, a-
gency, and government, of God, as will remain, influ-
ence, and govern, through every fucceeding period ; fuch
a fenfe, as will, in a great meafure, form for every focial
duty, and preclude the neceflity of moft political re-
{traines, and of all political violence. To communicate a
religious education to their children 1s the greateft blefs-
ing, which parents can ufually confer upon them ; the
higheft fervice, which they can render to fociety ; and the
moft important duty, which they can perform to God.
Yet there 1s, perhaps, no duty more neglected. |

To the efforts of parents thofe of Schoolmatters ought
to be added. Where parents perform this duty, the
Schoolmafter may happily increafe, and rivet, the im-
preffion : where they neglect 1t, he may, 1n no {mall
meafure, fupply the defect. Moral inftruction of every
kind ought invariably to form a material part of {chool
education. To this end, it ought to be exacted of eve-
ry Schoolmatfter, that he be, in the public eye, a virtu-
ous man.

For this, and every other purpofe, which is expelted
from {chools, it is neceffary, that the Legiflature thould
fteadily interfere. Private eftorts may do much ; but
they cannot do all. Where the fuffrages of all concern-
ed are of equal influence, meafures are mercly the effect
of compromife, and incapable of {yftem, or regularity.
Hence the abfolute neceffity of fome fupenour controul.
Vifitors, vnder Legifiative authoniy, cught to be im-

- powered
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powered, and obliged, to infpect the knowledge, and the
morals, of the teachers, the {yftem of education, the dili-
gence with which 1t 1s purfued, and the progrefs of the
pupils in knowledge, manners, and morals. Regular re-
turns ought to be made to Commiffioners of Government,
concerning the whole ftate of education ; and public be-
nefits thould invariably reward {uch perfons, as originate
eflential improvements.

Example, Union, Concert, are primary wheels in eve..
ry fyftem of improvement.  All things flourith, where all
hearts are engaged. The great object, here urged, has
never been, but very imperfeétly, made a national objett.
It ought to be the firlt end of all meafures national and
perfonal.  Power, wealth, and fplendour, cannot be more
certainly acquired.  {t 1s as eafy to blefs, as to conquer ;
to enrich a land with virtue, and to adorn it with know-
ledge, as to ftore it with filver, and load it with villas and
palaces. - Man may as eafily be a Saint, as a Savage ;
and Nations as eafily enlightened with Millennial glory,
as overcaft with the midnight of Gothicifm. All that is
neceflary, on the part of man, is tobring the fubject home
to his heart, to feel its ineftimable importance, to rea-
hze its praticability, and to make it the chief aim of
his fixed endeavours.

Confident of the juftice, and of the interefting nature,
of thefe oblervations, let me afk, Is there in the wide re-
aion of human concerns, is there in the wider regions of
the univerfe, an object, which ought more to engrofs the
attention, and the labour, of man ? Is there a more ho-
nourable patriotifm, or a truer friendfhip to liberty, than
thus to aim, and thus to labour ? Ought it not to feize
the heart, to infpire the voice, and to command the hands,
of every citizen ? Who can fay, and {ay with truth, « [
have no concern 1n this employment 72 Who can fav,
‘“ My labours will be vfelefs ”? Who 15 fo poor, {o low-

ly, fo 12norant, as pot to be able to caft in to the public
ftock
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{tock his two mites ? Who among the richer, the more
enlightened, the more dignified, can, to any other pur-
pole, {o nobly contribute, of his abundance ?

Conneéticut can never be diftinguithed for extent of
territory, fuperiour wealth, or great numbers of inhabit-
ants.  This, inftead of -being a misfortune, ought to be
efteemed a blefling. A nobler diftinction is thrown by
a2 good Providence into 1ts hands. It may rife to pre-
eminence in knowledge, virtue, and happinefs, We
need not grudge the drofs, while the gold is ours. It
may be the Athens, not ofa favage, idolatrous, and brutal
world, but of a world enlightened, refined, and chriftian.
Let 1ts citizens unite 1n well concerted and determined
efforts, for this end ; and 1t will be accomplifhed.

How honourable, how enviable a tafk, how glorious
a crown of patriotic labours already undergone, would it
be to the officers of an Armv, diftinguithed by unpre-
cedented and moft public-ipirited efforts, in the caufe
ot their country, to ftand foremoit in the purfuir of this
firt intereft, this fupreme glory, of that country ? Wit
that courage with which they braved a foreign mvader,
that patience of {uffering with which they encountered
tol, and want, and that perfeverance with which they
furmounted difhiculty and difcouragement, to meet eve-
ry foe employed to attack, every art exerted to under-
mine, and every obftacle raifed up to hinder, our public
profperity ¢ What a wreath of laurel will be twined a-
round their memory, whenever it is rehearfed, that they
were, alike, the beft foldiers, and the beft ciuzens ? The
path to this glory, I flatter myfelf, 1 have difclofed.

Such efforts are vifibly demanded of all citizens to
prefcrve, as well as to increafe, the happinefs, for which
that Army fo bravely fought, and fo largely bled. Our
very Government, fo mild, {o ufeful, and fo harmonioui-
ly adopted, has been attacked by intrigue, calumny, and

nfinre@ion.  This evil has exifted, while the chair of
Magiftracy
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Magiftracy hds been filled by a Man, who; undet God,
has probably wrought for this country more bleflings;
than were ever wrought by any man for any country ¢
whofe wifdom has proved fuperiour to every perplexity,
whofe patriotifin to every temptation, and whofe forti-
tude to every trial : a Man, who can pafs through no
American States, furvey no field, and tread on no fpot
of ground, which he has not faved from devaftation ;
who can mix with no affembly, vifit no family, and ac-
coft no perfon, who muft not fay, « Our freedom, our
peace, our {afety, we owe firft to God, and next to you:”
who can turn his ear to no found of joy, which he has
not a fhare in exciting ; and open his eye on no fcene
of ¢ mfort, which does not trace him as its origin ; a
man to whom poets, orators, fages, legiflators, and the
nations of two worlds, have eagerly paid their tribute of
efteem, admiration, and love. Againft this very man
have thefe evils been dire@ted. What then mult be
looked for, when the fame feat fhall be filled by inferiour
talents, fuftained by a patriotiim lefs unequivocal, and
fanctioned by a popularity lefs complete ? What, but an
event, at which philanthropy fhudders; and, with the
exiftence of which, the hopes of the wife, and the good,
will be extinguifhed forever ? To avert fuch a cataftro-
phe, and under the banner of fuch a leader, his illuftrious
companions in the field will cheerfully unite, and call to
the ftandard every virtuous citizen, every friend of man,
to preferve ali that, for which they fought, and to en-
creafe all that, in which they glory. Thus will they
fecure the peace of an approving confcience, enjoy the
tranfports of an expanded benevolence, and commence
a career of honour which will know no ead.
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