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ADVERTISEMENT.

'y

HE teftimony, adduced in the following
difcourfe, was taken principally from
Dr. Lardner’s Credibility of the Gofpel Hifto-

ry. Several other valuable articles cf teftimo-
ny, collefled with an intention to z'?';:ﬂ?;é theni,
were omitted, on account of the length of the
dzﬁémﬁ 5 as were alfo fome additronal argy-

LENES.

A little more than half of what is now pub-
lifhed was deliverved from the defk. If the

writer s not decerved, the vemainder will be
Sound to be pertinent to the principal defign.

He believes the teflimony to be juftly repref: nt-
ed ; but,if in the hurry and anxiety, occafzomn~

ed by a long continued, ficknefs of his familys
and of his parifhioners, any miflakes have been
- gommutted, he prefumes they will be pardoned.

. DWIGHT.
Greenfield, Fuly 19thy 1794.
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DISCOURSE

ON THE
GENUINENESS axp AUTHENTICITY

OF THE

NLEW-TESTAMUEN T,

Joun xx1. 24.

This is the Difeiple, ewko teflifieth thefe things, and <vrote thef#
things 5 and ewe kuoww, that bis teflimony is true,

]'"‘HIS paflage aflerts the book, in which

1t 1s found to have been truly written
by St. John. Should the aflertion be fair-
iy proved by the higheft evidence, applica-
ble to {ubjetls of this nature, the Genuine-
nefs and Authenticity of the whole New-
Teftament would, probably, be, by moft
perions, acknowledged to be alfo proved.
As the golpel of St. John contains Narra-
tions, and Docétrines, as furprifing and im-
probable, as any which are contained in the
other books of the New-Teflament; as
the admiffion of thefe will be generally al-

lowed to be ap admiffion efthofe alfc, and
13



G CIENUVININICS AND AUTHLIENTICITY

will 1nvolve diflicultics, in the eve of hu-
man {aith, of the fame nature, and the {fame
meagnitude ; and as the {ame cvidence will
fupport both alike , few perfons, who are
wholly perfuaded, that the gofpel, attribu-
ted to St. Jehn, was written, and truly writ-
ten, by hiny, will hefitate to receive the
wnole New-Teftament as an authentic ac-
count of the life, deathy, and refurre&ion,
Ih‘(:: inftructions, infittutions, and precepls

sSnouLlp thele obfervations be allowed
to be juil, it will follow, as the unavoida-
ble coniequence, that, 1f the Golpel 1n
quc{h()n can be plm cd to be a genuine and
taithiul record of St. John, the 1\T cw-"1elta-
ment 1sthe Word, 'md Chriftianity the Re-
heton, of the bo\: of Gon. Fdr the au-
thols of the New-Tefltament have deelared
themielves to be ir:.ﬁpircd by the Spirit of
Gop,with the unerring kuowledoe of his ho-
Iy plemurcﬁ in all tl‘nngs p(.rtammﬂ to life
and godlinels.

20 the [cheme ol difcourfe, hintcd above,
the text inoft naturally lcads. Tt may how-
ever be advantageous to extend my obferva-
tions bo vond thefe lin j1ts, and to ¢xamine
the autl.cn*lcuv of the whole volumc ¢f thc
New-Teflament. All the books 1n this vo-
lame {tand on the fume cround, and are {up-
ported by the fame arguments.  The text
mav, therclore, be {an;v viewad as a pmnrr
theime of o mmomi dciigned O AUt NCHL-

R
2te the whole, Th: s vurpele 1 {iall at-



OF THI NEW TESTAMENT. g

tempt to accomplith, in the following man-
ner.

(. I suar1i cndcavor to {hew, that the
feveral books in the New- Tcﬁament, par-
ticularly thc Hiftorical books, were written
by the perlous, wholc names they bear.

.e. TuaTt the writers were ncither de-
ccived, nor decceivers.

g Tiuat their writngs have defcended,

without any material altclahors, to the pre-
{cnt time.

-

Tre firlt of thefe propofitions includes
the firlt deciaration of the text. extended to
the feveral writers of the Wew Tefllanient.
The other two propolittons, 1if true, will
cevince, that the prefent ftate of the teltimo-
ny, alcribed in the text to 5t John, poiiett-
]} accords with 1ts originai ch . and thus
cniarges the laft do claration of the text into
a {ohid ground of fuith, for mankind, at the
prefent time.

Ix fupport of the firit of thefe propoir-
LLONS == wm- Thit the fov '*’al 1\'}0‘;:5 of the
New Teftament, particularly the Hiltorical
books, were writien by the Pﬂ:‘l{f} e, whole
names they bear; 1t may be oblerved inthe
firft pl acc---That tl"c Yate of the Jews, and
oF t“*c iKomans, as alfo of other natons, {o
far as 1t 1s either dircelly declared, ¢r a”u-
ded to, in thefe books, 1s abundantly atteit-



8 GENUINENESS AND AUTRENTICITY

ed by other writers of undoubted authority,
and is, therefore, truly reprefented.

ParTICULARLY there were, at the times
fpecified, fuch perfons in Judea, as Herod
the great, his four fons, Herodias, Pontius
Pilate, Cyrcnius or Quirinus, I'elix, Por-
tius Feftus, Annas, Cailaphas, Lyfias, John
the Baptift, and Drufilla; wbo had the cha-
rafters, and fituationsin life, teftified by the
Evangelifts.

Suvcu writers have alfo attefted, that, at
the times, and in the places mentioned,
there were fuch perfons, as Auguftus, Tibe-
rius, Claudius, Nero, Gallio, Sergius Paulus,
Cornelius, and Arctas ; living in the {la-
tions, and charatters, here affigned to them -

And,

Tiat there were fuch claffes of men, as
Pharifees and Sadducees, Scribes and TL.aw-
vers, Herodians and Samaritans, of the fame
charalters, for principle and condue¢t, as arce
here afcribed to them. ”

Trese cuftoms of the Jews are allo
abundantly evinced to have exifted, at this
timec; viz. That they came from the dif-
ferent countries, where they lived, to the
feafls at Ferufalem ; daily frcquented the
temple; prayed, at the third and at the ninth
hour ;* fafted until the morning praver was

* I:ncethe force of St Pt’:tm"‘i!‘ﬂph’: Alts = I3,



OF THE NEW-TESTAMENT. 2,

ended ; were greatly zealous for the law,
and for the temple; worfhipwcd in {yna-
gogucs ; read {”atcdly portions of the Oid
I cﬁamcnt prattifed the vow of the Naz-
arite, ﬂmxrmg their heads ; 1nflicted forty
{iripes fave one;¥* allowed and excrcifed
furious acts ot piwatc zeal for Religion ;
payed tribute to the Romans, and cft CLIT]u._.d
it a gricvance ; had puhlmanb of their own
nation, and abhorred them, for being in this
oflice ; huated, and vehemently perfecuted
the Chriftians; were zealous f{or the Sab-
bath, circumciﬁom &c. cven to bigotry ;
and confidercd the refl of mankind, as odl-
ous and contemptible, with an une.xampled
detellation.

prielts rent their clothes, on (;‘}:U"l()l‘dinal‘)’
occafions ; that the Pharifces and the Sad-
ducces were fleady and bitter Cmf“nm to
cach other; that the Jews and Samaritans
};dt d each othm, to a de or~: wiolly fingu-
lar ; that, out oi Judea, thc ]cava praxcd
¢ uh:(“’nan]) Dy the fides of 11vers, and feas ;
that they ]ab()n(mﬂ\ made ploicwtca ; that
thev were aftonifhingly ce rrupted 1 doc-
irinc, and 1 manners ; and tha; mc; and the
Samaritans, at this timc, uniy erlally and

‘}ror‘ﬂ]} c‘{pcx_tt_d the com 1..{3 of the Nel-
frah.

It s alfo clecarly proved, that their high

Wit equal clearnefs are we certified,
that the Roman Governer a4, in ludea.
P ot

" “".:1‘}

al .
2oze than yeconded NSt 2 0L 7



D GENUININESS AND AUTHLENTICITY

the power ol Iife and dcath; that public
notiications werein Jerufalem, cuftomarily
written in Heorew, Greek, and Latin ; that
criminals, under the Roman goversment,
always carricd their own crofies; were cui-
tomarily {courged, mocked and abufed
as Curist 1s faid to have been; that,
among the Jews, perfons were put to death
without the city; that burial was not al-
ways ailowed to malefattors ; but that Ro-
man governors might, and ufually did, al-
low 1t; and that the Jews ufually Cmbalm-

cd their dead, 1n the manner recorded by
the Evangeliils.

Wit the like certan are we aio

LI

taught, that the Romans cxanmcd prifoners
by queftioning and {courging, cxcepting
Roman citizens, who could lawf{ully be nci-
ther bound, nor {courged, elpecciaily when
uncondcmncd ; that the Roman Govern-
ment gave the power of life and death to
{uch othicers as Lvfias; heard no accufers,
in the abfeince of the accufed ; kept accu-
fed perfons in culiody, as Paul was kept;
fent prifoners from the provinces to Rome,
and azhvered them to the Capiam of the
aguard; and, atthattimce, generally treated
all nations, pas 'ticuhrly the ]ca-vs., and the
Chriitians as being jews, with mildnefs and

CIIJ

I+ 1-. a1f0 cntirelv  clftabhithed. that the
emple tvas forty-fix years in bailding ; that
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Judas of Gallilee andthe Egyptian mention-
ed by Lyfias, Atts 21,38, exifted, and did
the things alcribed to them ; that Herodias
was firft married to Philip, and then to He-
rod, his brether ; that John, the Baptiil
was put to death by the {fame Herod ; that
the IEmperor Claudius bantihed th"“ Jews
from Rome; and that, in his time, there
was a famne throughout the land ofJudea.

Or the {alls and perfons connefled im-
mediately with the purpofe of the Goipel 1
thall have occafion to {pcak hereafter.

rra

£y writers who have fingly teflified 1o
ﬁm*c, and  colletlively to ally the things
above-mentionc d, are Jof Lphm Philo, Ci-
cero, Pacitus, Ulplan, Herm wogentan, Mar-
cian, [ertulhan, Cellus, DL[I()IL.U:), Dio,
suctonius, and feveral cthers.

Tar two lirlt ol thefe writers were Jews ;,
the reli, cxcept Pertulhian, were Heathens
nd there 1s notone mftance, in thele tcﬁ_ -
nmnics of Jews, or rieathens, in which ci-
ther of them at all intended to witnefs any
fact, 1n favor of the gofpely or of chriftians.
All of them, who knew any ¢ "‘*uw of chrif-
tianity, were decided enemies to  the
chriftians, and their teftimor ny, t,zerefor{:,
clpecially when we take into view their per-
{onal reputation, and their advantages for
Knowing the things, which they 'Tc, Ity 18
comvletely faasfullory.
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In few mcthods, could the genuinenefs
of the New-Teftament be more certainly
proved, than in this. It 1s utterly im-
pollible for a writer, dealing largely in al-
lulion to the cultoms, and 1n aflertions con-
cerning thc {afts, and perfons, of a prece-
ding age, not to be betrayed into many mai-
takes concerning ihem. It 15 not a hittle
difficult for any writer to poflefs the know-
lege, neccflary to avoid {uch miftakes; and
far more difficult tor him to form his mind
into a train of thinking, exactly {uited to
the circumitances ol a preccdmg age, ahd
to keep his attention mnvariably fix cd on {o
complesg an ob ]c& as not frcgucnily Lo
wander {rom truth and propriety.

Vircit, a man of primary abilitics, and
vait induitry, has, in his Encis, attempted
to prefent the world with the manners, pro-
per to the {everal perfonages, mentioned in
that work ; and undoubtedly defigned, that
they fhould, as much as might be, {uit the
age, 1In which thole perionages hived. DBut
it 1s obvious to every attentrve rcad:&:rj that
the manners of that poem much better fuit
the age, in which the writer lived. Yet a
careful and jufl reprelentation of manners
was probably onc principal obiett, 1n the
eye of that ingenious poct througnout his
werk.

™ v - N Dp\ .~ - ' T -.
Josirrox, or Joleph Eengorion, a wit-
ter of the tenth, or cicventh ccnmn, has
undertaken to write a Hiltory of the Jews;
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in which he profeffes to have lived, at the
time of the deftruttion of Jerufalem. This
writer, notwithftanding the very great pains
he has vifibly taken, to pafs for the charac-
. ter which he proieffes himfelf (o be, has,
in many inftances, betrayed himfielf; and
that {o far, as to {peak of {everal things,
which cxifted, fome centuries after the
time, in which he pretends to have lived.

WriTeERs of the firft talents, art, and
information, have ever found this difficulty
infurmountable, when they have made at-
temipts of this nature ; but 1t muft have
been peculiarly infurmountable by the wri-
ters of the New Teftament, had thcy been
impoitors.  Their charatter, ecducation,
and information, could, in no degree, qual-
ity them for+ a fuccelsful impofition of this
kind. The truth and accuracy with which
they have evidently written, on the fubjetls
above ipecified, even in a vaft number ot
very minute articles willy, to every perfon,
qualificd to judge, appear to be an unan-

lwerable argument of thc genuinencfs of
thefe m"ritings.

2. Tur books of the New Teftament
iave been quoted by both Catholic and Fe-
retical Chriftians, end alfo by Heathens, at
fuch periods, and in fuch a manner, as to
put their genuinenefs beyond every reafon-
able doubt.

C
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The four Evangelifts, and the Atts of the
Apoltles, are quoted, in the two firft cen-

turies, by Juftin Martyr, Clemens of Alex-
andria, and Tertullian :

Mathew, Mark, and L.uke, by Clemens
of Rome :

Mathew, Mark, and John, by Polycarp,
and Athenagoras :

Luke, and Jchn, by Theophilus of An-
tioch, and the Epiftle of the Churches of
Vienne and Lyons, and Mathew by St.

Barnabas, and the A¢ts by the above men-
tioned Epilfile.

Brsipe the above Chriftian writers, all
the Evangelilts are quoted by the Emperor
Juhan, a man every way qualified, and 1n-
clined, to expofe the faliehood of thele wri-
tings, lf it exifted; and are quoted with the

- fulleft proofs, that he¢ had not a doubt of
their authenticity.

Avrr thefe books are referred to by Her-
mas, and the Recognitions of Clement, and

by the Heathen Philolophers Cellus, and
Porphyry :
Mathew and Mark by Papias, and the

Epiftle to Diognetus ; as John alfo 1s by
the laft mentioned work :

Mathew, Luke, John, and the Aéts, by
Ignatius, the A&ls of Paul and Thecla, and
the Teftaments of the twelve patriarchs:
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Mathew, Luke, and the Afts, by Hegelip-
pus, and Polycrates :

Mathew, Mark, John, andthe Aéts by

Athenagoras:

L.uke, and John, by Tatlan :
Luke by Theophilus of Antioch :

]ohn by the Heathen Pllilofopllel* Amelr-
us

And the Adts b) Juftin Martyr, and Po
Iy carp.

T e feveral quotations, here referred to,
arc made in the very words of the Scriptu-
ral writers, as they have defcended to us.
The references frequently contain {everal
of their words, and always the fatls, or {en-
timents, recorded by them; and are made,
in 2 manner {o plain, that the reference 1is
ufually of cqual evidence and authority
with the quotation; and always, at leaft in
my opinion, toa cvident to allow of a rea-

fonable doubt.

To the genuinencels of the Gofpels of
Mathew and Mark, Papias, within fifty-three
years from the date of the frflt Gofpel.
bears cxprefs teftimony ; aflerting them to
be the produ&tion of the writers fuppofed
To the Golpel, at ]‘”‘IC"C, Juftin Martyr,
within 77 yecars from 1ts firft date, gives the
like full teftimony ; declaring it to confift
of authentic narrations, of Curist and
his Apoltles. Tatian compofed a Harmo-
ny of the four gofpels, 109 years only, af-
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bl v :Ef‘fl in ordor wos wrnitten; as did ¥
Lenfiiicicn, tho DIEretic, @ commueniaiys rbout
6O ycars qﬁ er the date of the earlicii Cof-
pe . Iierocus, within115 years, Cioment
of Alexandria, within 132, and Tertullian,
within 137 vears from the fame date, yield a
full and ample tefltimony o the genuine-
nels of all the books under confideration ;
2s tull, I concelve, as can be defired or ex-

P reficd.

Urwarps of {eventy cther perfons, ma-
ny of them ot grecat and deferved reputation
tor wifdom and integrity, are to be number-
cd, asadditional witnetles to thole, whom 1
have now mentioned: all {lourifthing with-
1N 1490 years after the writing ol St. Luke’s
Golpel. Moflt of thele witnefies yield therr
teftimony by quotations and references, too
exprels to be denied, or doubted ; while
others, In numerous inftances of high cha-
retler, {pent inuch ef life in furthering the
progrels of Chriftianity, and {caled their
teflimony with their blood,

IeNATIUS, alfo, within 4.4, and the Epil-
tle to Dion'nctuq, afcribr’*d to Juftim Martyr,
within 77, Meclito Bifhop of Sardis, wuhm
15, and Clement of Alexandria, within
132 years from the abovedate, inform us of
a Voiume, in which thefe books were col-

lebted., 77

* Bahiides declared, that he was inflrufted by Cliusies,
wivwas tnught by the Spoitles themieives,



©F THE NEW TESTAMENT. 17

By thele writers, the books in queftion
arc [poken of in terms of the higheil ref-
pcét ; as the word, the preaching OfCIIRIST‘
as the’ fcrlptures ; as the Word of Gobp;
and as divinely infpired. Thus, for 1n-
{tance, Irenceus dcclares, thatthey were
written by the will of Gobp ; that they are
to mankind the foundation ol faith ;3 and
that thole who wrote them, were 1nipired
with infallible knowlege ol truth, by the
Hory Gunosrt. Hence heconcludes, that
to delpife them is to defpile Gop himfeli,
Athanatius alflo, at a later period, after re-
counting the fame books of the Bible which
wec now poliels, {ays; ¢ Thele are the
fountains of f{alvation ; in thefe alone the
docttrine of religion is taught: let no man
add to them or take any thing fromn them.”
In general, the fentiments of the ancient
Chriftians, 1n the ardour or refpeét {or the
Scriptures; appear on almoft every page ;
and vifibly exceed even th: mah reverence,
tn which they are now held bv thole, W’hi’)
expett from them cverlafting lifc.

ixn the mean tnne, it is to be carefulls
cmarked, that the books of the New Tef-
tamcnt, arc the only books, of which they
ever {pealk 1 this manner. All others,
they uniformly confider, as the merc eﬂ-
forts of men, and of no dmhmw in Re-
ligion. ‘hls {ubjeft they often difculs ;
and their decifion 1s but once, and deliv-

oY,

s

/r‘.l"
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ered in terms of undoubting confidence,
As a full juftification of this confidence,
they intorm us, that they received thefe
books, by molt authentic tradition from
the Apollles themfelves ; the whole of
which tradition they were able to trace, and
to prove. Tertullian particularly aflerts,
in the fulleft mannecr, that, in the {cveral
Apoftolical Churches, the cleareft evidence
of this authenticity might be obtained ; as
it had been, by himfelf; in the church at
Rome,

A vLv thefe writers flourifhed, and wrote,
within one hundred and fifty years after
the date of the firlt written book of the
New Teftamen: ; and were born 20, 30,
40, 50, and 1n {fome 1nftances 6o years, be-
fore the date here afcribed to them. DBar-
nabas, Clement of Rome, Hermas, Igna-
tius, and Polycarp, it is generally agreed,
were hearcers, and companions, of the Apof-
ties themielves; and moft, if not all, of
thele named,as of the fecond century, con-
veried with thofe,who had livedandconver-
fed with the Apoftles. Thefe writers were
alfo of veory different cducations, views,
interelts, and prejudices ; and were inhab.
stants of Afia Minor, Paleftine, Syria,
Iigvpt, Crete, Grecce, Africa proper, Italy,
ena aul. Atatime, when the formation
of baoks was fo laborious, and the acquifi-
tton of them fo difficult, and expenfive, itis
on!y to be accounted for, from the pecul-
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iar zeal and reverence of the early Chni-
tians for the Scriptures, that the New Tel-
tament fhould have been {o widely {pread,
at this early period. Nor could the firit
Preachers of Chriftianity have left a fairer
proof of their candor, pilecty, and benevo-
lence, than the fingular pains, with which
thev multiplied, and diffufed, the copies of
thefe venerable Oracles. '

I~ the third century, begining at lels than
150 years, from the date above mentioned,
thefc teftimonies, both by quotation and
reference, are {o multiplieds that they ean-
not be parucularly alluded jto, in this Dif-
courfe. It ought, however, to be obfer-
ved, that Caius, Julius Africanus, Origen,
Dionifius Bifhop of Alexandria, Cyprian,
Vittorinus Bifhop of Pettaw, on the river
Drave, and Mcthodius Bifthop of Olympus,
1T Syria, befide many others, all men of ta-
lents and 1integrity, have, together with
I'irmihian Bithop ot Caelarca, borne a very
full and decifive teftimony to the exiftence,
authenticity, fatts, and dofirines, of the
New Teftament. Several of thefe men
were born, inthe {econd century ; and fome
of them, particularly,Origen and Bionilius,
were poflefled of the greateftadvantages, for
knowing the whole traditionary, as well as
written, Hiftory of the Gofpel, andofits au-
thors, of the fatts, which they have record-
ed? and of the dottrines, which they have
left. for the bensfit of flicceeding genere.-
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tions. The teftimony, which all thefe wri-
ters have given to the books in queftion i1s
as decifive, as words canexprels ; and the
quotations, which have come dow to us,
although made for other purpoies,and never
at all deﬁgned for this,and although a part on-
ly of thewocrksof thefle Writersis, iIn any in-
itance, cxtant,and althoughin very many in-

ftances thcre 1s nothing remaining, but a
few fmall fragments, are yet fo numerous,
that a large part of the whole New-Tefla-
ment might be colletted from them. In
the remaining writings of Tertulitan, Cle-
ment of Alexandria, andIrenceus alone,as
Docttor Lardnerhasobferved there are more
quotations of the little volume of the Ncw-
Tecftament, than thole of the whole works
of Cicero, greatly, and jullly, as he has
been celcbratedforhis fuperiortalents, which
arc now to be found in all the writers of
feveral ages.

It is fcarcely neceffary to oblerve, that,
in the fucceeding century, the tefiimonies,
both by quotation and reference, multmly
to fuch a furprifing degree, that we find nu-
merous catalogues ot the books of the Ncw-
Teftament left on record ; gencrally the
fame which we have now; and that not oniy
great numbers of men of high reputation
have fingly borne thisteftimony, and ineve-
ry conceivable method; but feveral Coun-—
cils haveallo given us thexr united voice, ?
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fupport of their authenticity, and infpira-
tien.

I starLL now beg leave to call your at-
tention to teftimony, in fome meafure, of
a different kind : the teftimony of thole,
who have been generally efteemed Here-
tics, Thefe men, who more, or lefs, de-
parted from the opinions of the Catholic
Church, concerning feveral {criptural {ub-
jelts, were under various temptations to
l{Ten or to deny, the authority of the New-
Tcitament, and particularly that of the K-
torical books. As they embraced their pe-
culiar opinions, principally from precon-
cieved doétirines of Philofophy, the prima-
ry fource of error, among thole who have
profefled Chriftianity, they were under
much the fame temptations to facrifice the
whole New-Teftament, as to facrifice the
particular parts, which they actually re-
je&ted. Neverthelels we have {ufhcient
aflurance, that, ecven amidit the heat of ve-
hement and ill-conduéled controver(y, they
all regarded the greater part of this Vo-
lnme, with the higheft reverence ; and have
et bechind themn valuable atteftations of 1ts
genuinenefs and authenticity.,

Or thefe men, in the firft Century, or
the beginning of the fccond, Bafilides with
his {ollowers, and the Carpocratians; in
the {econd Century, Heracleon, Cerdon,
the Sethians, Artemon, Hermogenes, Theo-

dotus, Montanus, Praxeas, Caffian, and the
D
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*Manichees, appcar to have received the
whole of thefe facred writings. Bafilides
and Heracleon commentedlargely on them ;
and the five laft, 1n the Iift here given, quo-
ted them ; three of them largely ; and
all of this number appear to have rcceived
them with a refpett, probably not inferiour
to that of the Catholics.

M arx with the Marcofians his followers,
Cerinthus, Markon, Leucius, Apelics,
Elxai, and the Paulicians, reccived, as of
divine authority, the grcater part of the
New-Teflament. The Paulicians received
all, except the two Epiflles of Peter; and
thefe they rejetied, merely becaufe he had
denied Cuxrist. In the miftaking con-
dutt of thefe men, we have a {lriking at-
teftation to the genuinenefs of the facred
books; for, even when hardly preffed in
controverfy, they acknowlege the great bo-
dy of them ; and, for the rejettion ol a part,
ailign, as reafons, their own preconceived
opinions, and not any proofs of corruption
in the books, which they rejeét. Even
Marcion, the general corrupter of the Bi-
ble, and Lcucius, the gencral forger of
fal{e {criptures, have exhibited that there
were, 1n their time, the former part of the
lecond Century, genuine and authoritative
Scriptures. Otherwife the Firft could not
have atted the part of a corrupter; nor

* With regard to thefe Heretics, 1 have followed Dr,
Lairdner, in preference to Dy, Mofheim,
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would the Laft have atted that of a forger ;
it being impoflible, on any other {uppofi-
tion, that either means, or temptations to
this condutt fthould exit. It ought here

to be remarked, that Origen, who probably
knew better than any other man, and who
has unqueftionably declared what he knew,

aflerts, that, {o far as his knowledge extend.
cd, the Marcionites, and Valentinians, and
perhaps Leucius, or, as he is {fometimes
called, I.ucanus, were the only perlons,
who had ever corrupted the Scriptures.
At the fame time, it ought to be remem-
bered, that this conduét of thele Heretics
was highly advantagcous to Chriflianity ;
as it induced the early Chriftians to fcruti-
nize with fingular care, and to watch with

C\trcmeJealoufy, tine- writings of the Apol-
tics.

T'uis invefligation may, perhaps, be con-
fidercd as morc clofely confined to the
Hiftorical booksofthe New-Teftament, than
was originally propefled.  As rcafons for
this mcthod of treating the {ubjeét, my Au-
dicnce are requelled to obferve,

1it. Tirar the fubje&t would have been
otherwife, 100 extenfive, to be at all fair]y
lmndltd, on this occafion :

24 Trarihe very fame proofs of quota-
tion and reference, as well as almoft all the
cther cvidence, by which the IHilloriea!
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books are fupported, are the fupport, and,
as I concelve, cqually, of the remaining
books. No pmﬁ:m therefore, who admlt:,
the validity of this cmdence, for the Hifto-

rical books, will difpute 1t, as applied to the
others.

qd. Tne Hiflorical books are the foun-
dation, on which the others wholly reft.  In
a theological view, therefore, the only view,
in which any ol them ever became the {fub-
jetls of controverfy, he, who receives the
Hiltorical books as genuine, will {ind

occaiion to queltion the refl.

O~ the evidence, here fuggcefted, 1t may
be ufeful to remark, that 111; “.dtC of things
which I have rcprelented, cannot he ac-
counted for, unlefs the genumcnc{s of thele
books be acknowledged. That, in o thort
a timne, [0 many pcrions, of fo many, and
to diltant countries, of {fo different educa-
tions, habits, prejudices, and views, of {o
fair a charadter, of fo much underflanding,
without a {clhfh end to aim at, without can
cert, without a defign of giving tellimony
to this point, and without an a;)p**chu}h m
that the genuineneis of th(’u., books cither
was, OF vould ever be called into auelhion,
fhouid yety, in {o many inftances, to {o great
an extent, and with fuch high and untiorm
rcverence, have thus guoted and referred
to them, and thus profefledly diftinguifh=d
them from all others s that they ﬂlomd have
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rencunced religions, to which before they
were habitually attached, even to bigotry,
and adopted, trom thefe books, a religion
totally new, ‘and fingular; and finally that
upon a faithful conformity to them they
fhould have thus placed all their hopes of
{falvation, and have perfifted, through life,
in-a fteady and unexampled adherence to
them, and to the religion founded on them,
againft every earthly hope, and with every
earthly difcouragement ; is not only incre-
dible ; but, in my.apprehenfion, impoffible ;
on any other fuppofition, than that thefe
books are the genuine produ&lions of the
Apoltles, ‘and authentic Narratives of the
Life, Death, Refurre&lion, and Afcenfion,
of Jesus Curist, and of the labors of thole
Apoltles, in propagating the Religion,
which he taught to mankind.

1o the obfervations, already made, it
ought to be added, that, confidering the
contempt, 11 which the firflt Chriftians werc
held by the Roman Empire, the teflimony

tof the genuinenefs: of thefe books, which
appears 1n the remaining works, and monu-
ments, of rieathens, during the above men-
tioned periods, 1s as great, as could be rea-
ionably expefied. Many are the indubi-
table teltimonies which they have left, not
only to fafls of the utmoll importance to
this queftion, but to the very books thems-
felves.  Cellus, particularly, is a witnels of
e greateft weight, and in a degree, grea-
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ter than could fanly be hoped from the
fmallnels of his remaining fmgmcmb His
andeniable references to the Hiftor ical, and
feveral other, books of the New-Teﬁamem,
are numerous, and made, within one hun-
dred and thirteen years from the date of St.
Lukes Goipel. He was a man of {enfe
and learning, a profefled enemy to the
Chnftian Rehglon, and a laborious and 1n-
quifitive champion for Heathenifin. His
atteftations, therefore, will not be difputed.
Thofe of the Emperour Julian, who, after
having received a Chriftian education, and
made a Chriftian profeflion, publicly de-
clarcd himfclf a FHeathen, are of the f{amec
nature, and in fome'relpetts of equal 1m-
portance. It 1strue, he did not poflcfs {o
found an underftanding, nor live at {o car-
Jy aperiod, as Cellus; but he had, from
his education, the fulle{t opportunity to be-
come acquainted with thc books, and the

worfhip, of the Chriflians, and a {ufhcient
one to lcarn the fatts, which werc their de-
clared foundation, and evidence. At the

{fame time, he had all the advantages pofli-

ble at the period 1in which he chd, to know,
and the utmoft difpofition to declare, all the
defctts of that evidence, and all the rcal Or
mmagined, weaknels in that foundation. Yet
he has not, 1 the leaft, nnpeached the
tadtsy, or weakened their influence. On the
contrary, by acknowledging the books, be-
cattfe therr authenucny could not be difpu-
ted, and confelling the {acts, becaule thcenr
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reality could not be queflioned, he has ad-

ded his own name to the lift of valuable

witnefles for that Redeemer, whom he wick-

edly denied, and for that fyftem of Reli-

gion, whofc doétrines he has childithly la-
bored to overthrow. On thefe, and other

imilar teftimonies, I fhall hereafter make
{fome further obfervations; and {hall only

add, in this place, that the ediét of Diocle-
fian, which, in the yvear three hundred and
three, two hundred and forty years after
the date fo often mentioned, ordered, on
the {everelt penaltics, all Chriftians to {ur-
render the Scriptures, that they might be
hurned, proves at once that the copies of
them were exceedingly numerous, ant
widely difperfed, and that this fagacious
Emperour, and his Court, werc fully con-
vinced ofthe total impoflibility of extermin-
ating Chnfhianitv, by tortures, however nu-
merous, protralted, or diftrefling, unlels
they accomplithed the defiru@lion of the
books, on which it was founded : a proot of
the firlt magnitnde, that Chriftianity relted
originally on the New-Tecftament.

ed. Tur teftimony of the Hiftorical
Wrriters of the New-Teflawnent, was truc:
They were neither deceived, nor deceiv-
ers. The two parts of this propofition, I
ihall take the liberty to confider either ie-
parately ortogether ; as mayv befl conduce
to their elucidation - J |
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- TuaT they were not deceived, with re-
ﬂard to the fd&q, which they have related,
1s” cvident, in . the firﬁ place ; becaufe
they were, in cvery relpett, competent
judges of them : they had fufficient facul-
ties, and {uflicient opportunities.

Tur falls, related .in the Golpels, may
be all comprifed under the Life, Death,
Refurre€lion, and Afcenfion, ot Jrsus
Curist ; and thofe, related in the remain-
ing Hiftorical book, under the title of it---
The Atts of the Apollles.

T re faculties, neceflary to form a com-
petent judge of all thefe fatts, are the ufual
fenies of men, and that degrce of under-
ftanding, which we cuftomarily term Com-
mon-fenfe. It will doubtlels be under-
ftood, that I affert thefe to be the only fa-
culties, neceflary for this end. Supcriour
genlus, or great attainments of {cience, arc
notonly not neccﬂaﬂ tocnableaman per {elt-
ly to judge ofthcefc {ul)_](,th.but would,in no
wiferender himabetterjudge, than any other
man, poflcfled of the faculties above menti-
oned. A plain man,thus qualified, would, as
perfellly as Ariftode, or Sir Ifaac Newton,
know whether Currist hived, prcached,
wrought miracles, {uliered, died, appeared
alive after his death, and afcended to Hea-
ven. The teftimony of the {enfcs, under
the dircétion of Common-{enfe, isthe deci-
ding, and the only teftimony, by which the
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cxiftence of thefe fatts muft be determined.
No man could, better than the Apoftles,
judge whether a man were leprous, and re-
-}tored from his leprofy, by a command ;
whether Lazarus were dead, and raifed to
life ; and whether Cursit walked on the
waves. INor could any man with more
certainty determinc, whether Curist, af-
ter being dead, and buried, appeared again
alive, talked, moved, ate, inftru&ted, com-
forted, and diretted them, rofe up from the
carth, 1n a cloud, and difappeared ; or
whether, at their command, the lame were
reflored to foundnefs, the fick to health,
and the dead to life.  They could, alfo, as
well as the greateft men living, know wheth-
er Curist taught them the fingular pre-
cepts, and doétrines, recorded in the Gof-
pels; and whether he lived in that perfeétly
holy manner, which they have defcribed.
[t feems, fometimes, to have been imagin-
cd, that perfons of fuperior talents would
have been better judges of the fafts, rela-
tcd in the New-Teflament: but the idea
cannot be ferioufly entertained by any per-
ion, who has attended to human life.” Onp
the contrary, plain men, accuftomed to ac-
tive life, ufually judge of fafts, with lef;
prejudice, and more accuracy, than philo-
tuphers, whofe unfortunate difpofition to
theory and {yftem commonly and greatly

warps their judgment from trath.
£
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Tue opportunities, which the Apoftlcs
had of obferving thelc fatls, were allo fuch,
that 1t is diflicult to conceive how they
could have been better. The Apofiles
were, for more than three, probably for
more than four years, the conftant compan-
ions of Curist, 1n his moft retired, as well
as In his mofl public, hours. They {aw,
they heard, they knew, every thing con-
cerning him, fo far as re{petts the prelent
fubjett. Had they difcovered the leaft
failing in him, 1t muft have deftroyed his
whole charatter, in the eye of perfons, who
thought him the Mefliah ; and had there
been the lealt failing in him, they muft have
difcovered 1it.

Tuey were the daily witneffes of his mi-
racles; not of one, two, or twenty ; but of
multitudes; accomplithed i1nvariably; as
oftenas occafionsprefented themfelves; and
with as much cale, and certainty, as accom-
pany the mofl ordinary oecurrences of life.

ArTeR his refurrettion, they had every
advantage, which could exift, for knowing
whether he appeared alive. Nine umes,
he appeared to {fome, or other of them ; and
twice, to the women, who went to his {e-
pulcre. He ate, he converfed with them,
and infiru&ted them, and gave various oth-
er proofs of his relurreétion, which no man,
in his {fenfes, and 1n the like circumftances,
either would, or could difpute.
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Tur power, which he promifed them, of
working miracles, was, in that promife, ex-
tended through life. Of the fulfilment,
they had all poflible opportunity, as well
as capacity, to judge. If the promife fail-
ed of {fulfilment, the charm was in a mo.-
ment diffolved, and the dream at an end.
This, it is to be remembered, mufl have
happened, whether they were difpofed to i1t,
or not. I'or, as they publifhed the prom.-
ife to mankind, at an early period, they
put their own charatter, and that of their
matter, wholly at hazard; and if the pro-
mife were not publicly and evidently fulfil-
cd, the 1mpolture, whether acknowledged
by them or not, muft have been cafily de-
teCted by their fellow men.

ed. Tury belicved in CurisT, againft
all thofe motives, which ufually govern
mankind.

Winen the Apoflles firft addifted themn-
felves to Cunist, they poflefled, ina riv-
cted degree, the Jewifh ideas of a tempo-
ral, glorious, conquering, reigning Mef-
fiah.  "I'bis prejudice they plainly held,
until the day of Pentecoft., It ismoft won-
derful, that, with this prejudice, they fhould
have liflened to him at all; for nothing
could be more contrary to his real charac.
ter ; nor could any thing more unfit them

r v - a . ~ .
or dehieving it 2 Meffiah Jowlv, delpifed,
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and perlccuted. The only rational me-
thod of accounting for this faét, is, that he
fhewed himlelf to be a perfon, as extraordi-
nary, as he is defcribed to be in the Gof-
pels.  This induced them to attach them-
{lelves to him, at firft ; and the f{trong per-
{uafion, which they cheriﬂled, that he would
aflume his proper character, of {ecular
flendour and dominion, contributed to
v rolong their attachment. In his true cha-
ratter they believed, from necelfity and ir-
refiftible convittion only, with a {low pro-
grefs, and a recluttant {ubmiflion to evi-
dence. All their prejudices were vifibly
and fteadily at war with his declarations,
and, {rom time to tiime led them to neglect,
or to difbelieve, many of his moit impor-
tant communications,

Bu T, on the day of Pentecolt, this myl-
tery was unfolded to them, at once. From
that period, all their preceding hopes van-
ified. From that period, they cheerfully
sfTumed to themfelves the lot of poverty

and fhame, coolly prepared for uniform
nppoﬁtlon and contempt, and advanced to
mect perfecution, danger, and death, with
a conftancy, which no enemny could alarm,
and no power deftroy. Could we fo far
forfake every ditate of rcalon, as to fup-
pofe them deceived at firft, it is wholly im-
poifible, that they fhould not have awakea
from the delufion, at the roufing calls of
obloquy and infamy, of the priicn and the
crofs,
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It is here carefully to be remembered,
that all thefe evils were uniformly prediéted
to them, by their mafter., From him
they learncd, and believed, that, in fol.
lowing him, they muft give up every
earthly expettation; muft bid adieu to
friends, and country, to peace, and compe-
tence, to the hope of a fettled home, and
the pleafures of an aflctlionate family ;
muft wander through the world hated, af-
flited, and tormented ; and muit end this
gloomy career of life with all the mileries,
devifed by ingenious and malignant perfe-
cution. With this melancholy proflpeéi,
often called up to view, their minifterial
life was begun; and by the feverc {ufler-
ings, which filled up this profpcét, it was
accompanied to the end.

ExTtrustasat has been often objetied
to the Apofiles, as one method of account-
ing for their adherence to Currist, and of
leffening the force of their teftimony.
This, 1t 1s prefumed, has becen done, mere-
ly becaule it was the only mcthod of filling
a chalm in the fyftem of Infdehity ; for
there 1s not the leaft appcarance of enthufi-
alm 1 their charatter, asit 1s given Lo us,
cither by themfielves, or by others. Never
werc perfons leis lairly expofed to {uch an
objettion.  There 1s nothing in the natare
of Curist’s life, preaching, or miraclcs,
which could be the obje& of enthufiaftical
belicly or which could furnifhh a ground ter
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enthufiaftical attainment. On the contra-
vy, as has been alrcady oblerved, to receive
hitn, as the Meffizh, required, on their part,
a complete facrificc of cv crv prejudice, and
to adhere 1o him, of every interefl. ----
Throughout their whole attendance upon
his miniftry, they difcovered a continual
oprofition to all the pecutiar charatterif-
tics, which, as the Meiliah, he difcovered,
an<d were cllm()ﬂ; datly, with the greate{t jul-

tic-, reproved by lhim, as b(_mg of httle
faith.

Bur Enthufiafm 1s weakly alledged, for
the purpofes of infidelivy, even 1f we fhould
againit plain certainty, allow the Apolftles
to have poflefled this charatter. Enthufi-
aim would, 1n no reipect, account for the
things, for which 1t 1s alledged. Inthufi-
2fm could not poliibly make its votaries be-
frecve, that a man was born blind, and hived
Elind for twenty years, and then, at a com-
mand, received his fight; that men were
encrufted with the leproly, white as [now,
and, in 2 moment, were changed into the
ufual healthful appcarance of the human
perion ; and that thensfelves, with cight or
ten theufand others, had caten to the full
of five. or {even loaves, and a few httle
fithes.  Ioanthufiafm could, 1in no wife, per-
fuade anyv perion, otherwile poflfefled of
common-{cndfe, that Crrist daily and al-
wayv performed thefe, and the like, won-
Aciful works, at his pleafure, in the mell
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public manner, and fo as to cenvince and
alarm the whole country of Judea ; that he
taught things, different from all, which had
been before taught, and wholly {uperiour
to all preceding doctrines of men; and at
the {fame time, chable that perfon atually
to remember the things themf{elves, and the
words, in which they had been communica-
ted, and to record them for the infpeétion
of others. Ina word, to fay nothing of the
total infufliciency of Enthufiafin to bear
nich above a whole life of untform * {fuffer-
ing, oppolition, want and wretchednefs, it
could never perfuadecany man,that, through
a long period, he himfelt was able, with a
word, to heal the {ick, to reftore the lame,
and to raifethe dead, in the name of Jesus
of Nazareth. I'or thefe, and the like ef-
fells, the caule alligned is wholly inade-
quatc ; and, but {or a peculiar {pirit of op-
pofition to Chriftianity, would never, even
in the prelent cale, have been [uggefted by
any man, who had the leall acquaintance
with the human charaéier,

Tuusit 1s, I prefume, f{uthciently cvi-
dent, that the Apoftles were not deceived.

Lrat they were not decciversy, or 1m-
poitors, will, I trult, be rendercu equaliv
evident, by the following confiderauons.

1it. Hap they been inclined o deceive,
1t wasimpofilible, that they fhould everhave



R6 GUNUINENESS AND AVTHENTICITY

accomplifhed fuch a defign. The fafls.
which couftitute the {fumm of their informa-
tion to mankind, and the foundation of thc
whole Chriftian fy{tem, were,; according to
their own reprefentations, of the moft pub

lic notoricty. They direétly declare to the
Jews, that they, in numerous and {ucceflive
inftances, were witnelles of thefe faéls,
equally with themfelves. To the know-
ledge, which their countrymen poficiied, of
thefe fatts, as having been eye, and ear wit-
nefles of them, they boldly and ficadily ap-
pcal; and on this knowledge ground thole

argumecnts of conviétion, and perluafion,
which produced fuch efletts, as never were
before, or {fincc, produced by arguments.
This is, indeed, very fingular conduét for
impoftors to purfue, and may with confi-
dence be afferted to have exifted in no
other cale of impofition. Nothing is more
cvident, than that, if the Apoltles deligned
to 1mpoie on their countrymen, they could
not have adopted more obvious, or morc
cffcttual means to defeat the defign, at 1ts
very commencement. In a word, if the
Apoftles are believed, 1n {uch conduét as
this, to have aimed at mmpofition, they
cannot, by thole who entertain this belief,
be vindicated from the charaéter, oither
of idiocy, or ol phrenzy; and one ot theic
mufl probably, in the eyes of all perfons
who deliberately atinibute to them {uch a
defign, be their real charatter,
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ed. Ir the Apoftles were deceivers, they
were deceivers, againit all thofe motives,
which, in cafes of this nature, have hitherto
influcnced the human race.

A 11 men, who are not wholly deprived
of realon, invariably atlt, with a view to
fome crood which they cxpe& by atling to
r)btam This maxim 1s as certatn, nd as
acknowledged, as that all bodies gravitate.
Argumecnts arc thercfore foundcd on the
“r[t of thefe truths, as hrmlv, as on the laft.
The Apoftles, then, if deceivers, undoubt-
cdly expetled fome good from the deceit.
But what good could men expett, 1n the
prefent lm,, from oppoling, without any
foundation to reft on, the religton ot their
country, which, at the fame time, they ac-
sxnowlcedged to be enjoined by Gop ? What,
from oppofling the religions of the whoie
human race? What, from aflerting a delpi-
fed and crucified man to be the Son of
(;on, and the author otfa new arnd moft -
terefting Revelation of his will 5 when they
knew that themfelves, and all who had been
acquainted  with him, alfo, knew, that he
had given no probable evidence of merit-
ing tlns charatter? What good could thev
f:.\pe& from aflerting themfelves to be poi-
{efled of the power of working miracles in
his name, and frem profefling thelr ability,
and rcadinefs, to work miracles, of the ut-
moil importance, and publicity, when theyv

13
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certainiv knew, that theyv pollefled no {uch
power ! |

ApmiTrine. however, this palpabie ab-
favdity, 13 1t peiible, that they {hould ox-
pett any cood from this profcifion, after
they had made the cxperiment? and haa in
cvery ftance failed ? . FFor, i this cale,
H::"‘:'r muit have f'ml....,.d in cvery inftance.
What could they expeét, what could they
receive, but unilorm contcipt, and catire
mfamy 2

I1 1s 1n vain, here, to afiert, that there
bave been parallcl 1nftances.  Unual Tnii-
dels thall produce at leaft one parraliel 1n.
ftance, it may be confidently afierted, that
wone has exifled.  As to thofe, w }"'ICh they
have hitherto alledged, they ought to blufh
whenever they recollett them; for, it is
prcfumed, that, with all the extrdvagant and
{ingular prejudiccs, mani"cﬁed by them
arramf’[ Chriftiamity, they cannot but fee.
both from the natuic, &11d thc publicity, of
the miracles of the Golipel, an entirc and
irreconcticable diflerence between  their
own workcers of miracics, and the Apofltles.

Ix the future world, the Apoflles, if de-
ceivers, could certainly expell no good.
In this calc, they cannot be {uppelicd to
have believed in cither the charaller, or the
declarations, of Curist. All Lis promifos
to th m ol future and cternal happinefs, 1
he be fuppofcd to have made any, mulit, n
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their view, have been idle tales. rience,
it they expelled any good in the future
world, they mult have expctted it, merely
as the reward of their decepuon.  But can
it.bc imagined, that any man could expett
future, everiafting happincls, clpecially in
that future world, aud from the hand:-, ot
that Govp, whom they have deferibed, as
the reward of a lye, or rather of a lite {pent
in lying ¥ Can a Jew have tormed fuch ex-

-L " - Yy { " .
pcttations, with the Oid-Teitament i his
hands ? Above all, can thole men have
formed fuch cxpectations, who forbace tu
do any evily that any good might come, on
pain of damnation ; and who decclared,
that whofocver loviih o maketh alye thall be
cut oil from all future good ?

I11s unneceflfary to add any thing, un-
der this head, further than to obferve, that
arguments  of this naturc are allowed, by
M, HHume himlelly to have the fame fore
with thofe, which arve founded on natiiral
caules.  In his Effay on Laberty and Ne-
cellity, he oblerves--- When we confiden
how aptly natural and neral evidence link
tozcther, and tonn only one chain of argu-
ment, we thell make no lerup'e to allow,
that thev are of the {':;mw nature, and arc
dertved from the fume principles.”

3. Irasincredible that wicked men, furh
AS ltm‘ru{[mb i courle are, fhould ha\-’f..:
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aimcd at the objeéts, vifibly aimed at,
throurhout the New-Teftament.

Tue whole end fingly aimed at in the
New-Tellament, 1s man Jﬁ,ﬁl) to make man-
kind virtuous. The Hiltory, Do¢élrines,
PPrecepts, and Ordinances, unitedly urge
rmen to nothing, but piety to Gop, a rea-
{fecinable government of themfelves, and jul-
tice and b -ncvnlence to each other., Can
an impoftor be imagined to aim at thisend ?
On whaf arounds, can he be fuppoicd to la-
bor, for this purpofe, through a life, cncir-
cled with daily and extreme di trefs. and
voluntarily, and with und()u"‘tmg pre-
fcience, to meet a violert and ignominious
deain ? I leave to inhdels to CA}"JlEllI'] the
myitery, to unfold the principles, and to
reconcile the purpole with the charalter.

4th. Tue Apoftles lived {fo as no de-
ceiver ever lived.

Tue Apoitles not only appear to have
been virtuous men, but have bek n gene-
rally acknowledged fairly to ciaim high
diftinétion, in the It of the virzuo..ls "“
eflablhifh thlb diftinétior nothing more 13
neceflary, than to compare them “with Phi-
lofophers 1n gencral, particularly with Infi-
dcl Philofophers. Let them be comparea,
for inftance, with Bolingbroke, FHume,
Veltaire, and Rouflcau, and there wiil
found not a near refemblance, but, 1n mo
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refpetls, a firiking contraft. Nor are they
to:ally {uperiour to Inhdels alone; butto
men of virtue and picty. Inthe moft exaci,
fublime, refined, and €nduring virtue, they
{tand alone ; and very remote irom any
rival. How is {uch a charatter to be rc-
conciled with a life of impolture ?

5. An impofition committed to {o many
perfons could not have cfcaped deteltion,

Tue number of the Apoftles, including
Matthias and Paul, was thirteen, ana that
of their coadjutors, though unknown, was
evidently much greater.  Scventy werce
commiflionzd, as preachers, by Curisr;
and many morc by the Apoftles. Perhaps
there never was any plot committed to {uch
a number of perfons, without detetlion ;
even where it refpeéted a {ingle atlion, cx-
ifted for a hittle period, and was not extort-
ed by any diltrefling atls of violence.  But
here the fecret, if we {uppofe a lecret to
have exifted, was 2 defign, the moll com-
plex, and the molt extenfive, which ever
entered mto the human mind ; and the
nroiccution of 1t was extended through hifs
and cmbittered  with oppefition, hatred.
vant, and infamy.  Yet no one of thoe
number cver difcovered 1it, althcugh they
had {requent and zealous contentions; and
aithcugh none gainced, and all {uitercd by
the concealment, Not a hint of this rature
e Gven. nor a julbicion warranted, by the
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whole teftimony of antiquity. Would an
opinion fraught with fuch incredibility, as
attends that, whieh is here combated, be
admitted, or even {uggelted on any other

{fubject ? | a

AT the {fame time, it is to be remember-
cd that their und:::r[t:mdimr and informa-
1on, 1n human policy was too confined, to
allow of {uch concealment, even if, in oth-
er circumnftances, it had been poflible.----
They were all plainmen; hke the farmers
and mechanics of this country ; only far
lefs informed.  Such men, limited wholly
and of necellity, to their own narrow circla
of bufinels, to provide [ublifience for them-
felves and their families, cannot be believ-
cd, in that bufinefs, to have imbibed f{o
profound a policy, or arts of fuch complete
and {agactous 1mmpofition.

Froat thele arguments it appears incredi-
ble, that the Apoltles were deccivers. It
may, however, not be mproper to fuggelt
the following reafons to prove, that th./
were neither decelvers, nor deceived,

1{t. T'hey publifhed the prophecy of
Cinist, concerning the deftruttion ot je-
rufalem, feveral years, before that event
took placec.

Tur three firflt Goipels, tn which that
event is predilted, were pablifued as early,
at leall as the vear Gxty-{onr; and Jeruli-
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lem was taken, by Titus, on the cighth of
September, in the year feventy. 'This pro-
nhecy contains {o minute and explicit a
defcription of the cvent, under confidera-
tion, with regard to perfons, imc, and cir-
cumftances, as to cxclude the poilibility of
any material miftake. The Itvangehits,
thercfore, in giving this prediétion .to man-
kind, put their Mafter’s characler, andthexr
own together with the whole Chriftian caulc,
on the 1ffue. It the predi&tion were not
cxattly fulhlied, all {ell at once. This they
could not but know; and plamly, thecre-
forc, could not, unlefs they fully beliceved
the prediftion, have publifhed 1t te ihe
world. But, if they were deceivers, they
could not have believed i1t. The conic-
quence 1s obvious, and undeniable.

Ty they were not deccived, with re-
card cither to the preaittion, or the cha-
ratter of Curisrt, iss with like cvidence,
proved by the fulflilment of the predittion :
a fulfilment {fo exall, and entire, as to rc-
move cvery doubt; cipecially when 1t is
remembered, that the Hiflorian, who, from
his own knowledge and prefcnce, has con-
firmed this truth, was a Pharifce.

od. Tnis propofition is cvidenced by
their total inability, of themfelves, to form,

and to fill up fuch a charaéler, as that ot
Jesus Currsr.
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To form a perfect charaler, and to il
it up with {uch traits, as to make 1t appear
Iike a real, living, atling being, or lile
one, who has rcally lived, and atted, in the
worid, and to give it proper and charatt-
eriftical {entiiments and manners, is per-
haps, as hard a tafk, as was ever underta-
ken by the human genius.  Virgil, one of
the greatcft gentufes, and cone of the wifeit
men, of Heathen antiquity, has attempt-
ed 1t, m his Encas.---With his {uccefs
this Aundience are {ulticiently acquaint-
cd. Incas, in thc hands of this great
mafler of fmc writing, 1s not only a fpi-—
rittels and  unamiable perfon, but is
einctured, thronghout, with groflnefs and
immm‘alm Tne Heathens, m(uef:d have
not, in thelir poctry, ecxhibited one amiable
Chﬂla&(ﬁl bc‘..au{t.,, as 1s juftly obferved by
the Author of the Rambler, they were un-
acquamtul with Revelation. lhfw had no
virtuous models, {from which to copy ; ana
ftke other men, were wholly unable to form

fuchh a charaller bv" mere imagination. ---

Thelir morals were {o srofs 'md their con-
ceptions of virtue (o nrperfect, that the
proper features of fuch a charaéter appear
16t Lo have entered thelr concepuion.

PBur what Virgil could not perform each
of the four Evangelifis has in themoft fimih-
et manner performed. The charatter ot
fesus Cunrst 1s wholly that of a real.
living, acting perion; as diftinét as that of
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Hamlet, or Achilles. At the fame time,
it is a charaéler of finifhed perfeétion.  All
the parts of it are {uited entirely to each
other, and, united, conflitute, beyond com-
parifon, the faireft 1mage of pure, uniform
and cxalted virtue, which ever entered 1n-
to the human nsind. The piety, the bene-
volence, the wifdom, the integrity, the love-
lincfs, of the Redeemer have had no rival,
no f{eccond, even in the highelt efforts
of the noblelt 1imagination.  His Doélrines
vifibly excel all other doéirines; his pre-
cepts triumph over all other moral rules;
and his conduéct leaves out of comparifon
cvery human example.  Notwithftanding
the beft and wifelt of mankind have labori-
oully imbibed his wifdom, and ftudicufly
rormed themf{clves by his precepts, he {till
itands alone; the meridian {un, in whofe
prelence every little luminary ¢ hides its
d:minifhed head.”

O~ this fubjeét, there 1s no difpute ; as
there can be no doubt.  Almoll all the wile
mcn, who have lived, fince the Chriftian
xra, and all the virtuous, have untied in
this fentiment ; and far more of [uch men
than the whole earth has produced befides,
have diligently ftudiced the books, in which
the Hittory of this glerious perfon is con-
tained ; and they havey, with one  voice,
agreed, that the wifldom munifefted in them
s from Heaven, and that the Author of it

15 the Son of Gop, In the meantime, his
G



40 GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY

inftru&ions and charafler have wrought 1n
the world, the greateft change, which it has
cver experienced, and become the {ource
of almoft all the juft, tnoral fentiments, and
amiable moral condutt, which have exifted,
fince this Hiftory was firlt publifhed, in the
Golpel. The excellence and preeminence
of hts Characler 1s, theretore, fully eftab

lilhed, and has been acknowledged by many
Infidels, befide Roufleau.

Couip {uch a charatter be the refult et-
ther ol enthufiafim, or of deceit? Whence
had the Apoftles{uchidcas? How were me-
chantcs and fithermen enablced to accom-
plifh what none of the human race, befide
them, has ever accomplifhed ? Can we {fumn-
pole the fitlhermen of Judea to have been
{fo totally Jupcrimu not only to the fither-

men. but to all the wife and learned men,
of every other country P

gd. If we allow this ablurdity to have
exifted, we {hall thil be wholly unabic to
account for their formng fuch a Character,
as that of Curisr.

T Apoftics have aiven us the Charvac-
ter of the Mcoilian,  "This Perlon theyywith
their whole nation, cxpeticd to appear, in
circumitances of the hwhcﬁ tetr'poml Trali-
deur and dignity. ‘W}th this pru,\)rf“ﬂ N

Lo A

tion firmly rwetf,d, the Apofiles cannot be
fuppoled to have departed, without fome
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adeaguate  caufe, from all their preceding
]dth of this {plendid P’ erfonage, and to
have formed a character of lim {o grcatly
reverfed, as that, which they have attually
formed. Nor can any caule be conceived
to be an adequate one, unlels of equal
magnitude with that, which themfelves have
left upon record. Nothing, lels than the
cvidence of their own cves and cars, will
account for this fall. They mult have
thoroughly known the perfon, to be able to
delcribe the charatler, and by 1rrefiftable
convittion have been forced to renounce
all' their former prejudices, to he wiiling.

4th. Tax truth of the Apoftles teftino-
ny is evinced by the atteltations of their
Enemies to-the principal fa&ts, which they
record.

Tne teftimony of Judas to the whole
charatter of Curist, clpecially his mo-
ral charatler, may be fairly elteemed dect-
{:<-

W1V E,

Juovas had every advantaze for knowing
e whole charatterandconducto! Cuzrist,
and every couceivable temptation to pub-
1ifh whatever was defechive 1n1t. If he
preached not the wilaom, if he wrought not
the miraclcs, 1t he p:‘a{‘_‘[i[}sd not the virtnes,
pm cifed by humlicellf, and attributed to hun
Py others, Judas cuuld not have been 1g-
norant of the fallure, nor have negletied t.u
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publifh the 11mpofition. But, while his
temptations operated in the higheft degree,
he has not only accufed him of nothing, and
direttly declared him innocent; but by
accomphifhing, at this trying period, his
own decath, has given the clearelt proot
that, in his view, Curist was what he pro-
fc{led to be; a preacher of truth, a perfect
example of holinels, the author of the molt

wonderful miracles, and, in a word, the

SonN of Gob.

Tre Jews were gencrally molt bitter
encmics to Curist. His miracles and
life were exhibited to them daily, 1n fuch
a manner, as to cnable them compctently
to judee, of both.  Iif it could have been
done with a Thadow of pretence, they muilt
therefore, have denied his miracles, and al-
perfed his charatter. A few inllances of
[uch afperfion arc recorded in the Gofpel ;
I nced not mention how groundle(s, or how
contemptible.  Similar afperflions, if poili-

le more groundlefs, and more’ contempti-
ble, are handed down in the || Mifhna, and
in the Ta'mud. Generally they dured not
to call his character at all i queltion, until
long after the eflablifhiment of Chnftianity
throuchout the Roman Empire; as 1 {hall
{foon evince, by a paflage from Origen,

I DMithna, a Colle@ion of Jewifh traditions made by
R J huda, ahout the year one hundred avnd crghty 1
Talmud a Commentary on the M thatwe There me two
Tahinud’s, the Jerulalem Talimud, and the Bl.bylowan,
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which I conceive fairly to decide this quef-
tion. His miracles they dented netther in
the Golpels, nor 1n the Mifhna and Tal-
mud ; but acknowledged their exiftence
fully ; attributing them, in the one, to a
concert with Belzebub, and, in the other
to magic, which they aflert him to have
icarned 1in Egypt.  In the meanume, thefe
laft mentioned books, written with the moft
malignant oppofition to Chriftiantty, give
atteltation to the exiftence of Cunrist, as
the Autnor of a new Religion, and as a
Worker of miracles; to the {tate of the
Jews, as deferibed in the Gofpels 5 1o his
Difciples, as having followed him, and
wmught miracles in I’IIS name ; to the def-
truction of Jerufalem; to the rife, and the
prevalence, of Chriftianity ; and to the

conftancy ol thz Chrillians, 1 1ts early pe-
riods.

Anrtova the Heathens, whole hatred to
Chriftianity needs not to be {pecified (bc-
fide the te{hmonv aflferted, by ]u[hn NMar-
tyr and Tertullian, to be contained in the
Acts of Pilate, the exiftence and auithenti-
city of which cannot, it is prefumeced, be
fairly difputed) Tacitus, the Roman Hiflto-
rian whofe chara&ter, as a writer, requires
no remarks, and who flourifhed about the
ycar one hundred, thirty-fix ycars after the
Gofpels of I\f’Iathew and Mark, were writ-
ten, dectares the time, name, countiy, and
charatter, of Cunist, asthe Author of the
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Chrifltan Religion ; bears witrefs to his
trial, and decath under Pontius Pilate, pro-
curator of judea, and to the expeltation of
the Me{fiah by the Jews; and ]L{_OI’db the
defliruttion ofjf:rufalcm, together with the
principal events which attended 1t ; the
great numbers of Chriftians, at this carly
period exifting in Rome, Judea, and other
places ; and the tCl"‘Ib;L perfccution of
them, by Ncro.

Ture fame things, generally, arc teftified
by Sulpicius, Almo tour hundred.

‘T e banifhment of the Jews, from Rome,
by Claudius, 1s aflerted by Suctonius, An-
no one hundred and ten ; as s alfo the def-
truciion of Jerulalem.

Tur Emperors Trajan, Anno one hun-
dred and feven, and Adrian, Anno one
hundred and feventeen, teftify {everal inter-
clting things concerning the Chriftians :
pmtlcuhnl) “their great n Ul'lb(?l"ﬁ:, INNOCE1LCE,
and conftancy.

Priny, Anno one hundred and fcven,
befid= the things 30t mentioned, mferm
us, that the Chriltians Steadfa’tly oppoied
Idolatry; worfhipped, 1n Aflemblies, on
the Lord’s day ; fung hymnsto Curisr,as
a "yop ; held agapce, or fealls of charity ;
had church officers ; and engaged, by oath
to commnit neither theft, robbery, noradul-



O THE NIW TESTAXMONT. L% ¢

tery, nor ever to falfify their:word, nor te
betray any truit.

C:Lsus,the famous Epicurcan philofo-
pher and bitter champion for Heathenilm
againft Chriftianity, Anno one hundredand
{"cm enty {ix, onc hundred: and thirteen years
after the firlt written Golpel, teltifies be-
fide the things already mentioned, that
there were boo ks, written by the Dilciples
of CurisT, coniaining an account of his
life and attions, hits own dih(\tlrfcs and
words ; particularly feveral prcdithions ct
his ; his Name Losos, or the Word ot
Gop; his genealogy, and that of Mary, his
mother. He Further teftifies, that he was
born of a Virgin, and was reputed to be
the fon of a Carpenter ; that the Chalde-
ans were reporied to have come, and wor-
fhipped him, when he was an infant; that
Herod the T c:tr,.nch being mformcd c{“tms,
ovderced all, who had been bora in  thai
village, about that ttme, to be L:E.Hcd, 1il--
tending to kill him, lefl he fhould aiter-
wards take the sovernment; thai he was
carried into Egypt, lelt he thoutd be killed ;
that Angels were {ent, on his account ; tnat
he wag bdptlmd by John ; that the o~
Guost defcended on hin, n the fhape of
a Dove: that a voice from I*E:.:.f;'.':_-n, do -
clarcd him to be the Soxw of Gop ; that ne
was verv poet 3 went about im,n place (¢
place 5 teok to himfelficn ov cleven, ab-
jeits, or low neople; healed didecaies ; and
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raifed the dead ; fed muluatudes with a {ew
loaves, of which large {fragments were left ;
was called a Nazaraan; reprefented him-
felf as fent to call not the righteous, but
finners to repentance ; forbade the anxious
pur{uit of riches; expofed the dithculty of
obtaining 1mmortal life by the rich; was
cailed upon to thow a fign in the temple;
was defcried, denied, and betrayed, by his
compantons ; was derided, clad 1na purple
rohe, crowned with thorns, had a reed put
nto his hands, thirfted, and had gall and
~oicgar given to him ; that blood flowed
coan his fide 3 that he died a {hamectful
Geath, and was reviled at his death ; that he
‘orcknew, and foretold his L fferings; rofe
again from the dead; fhewed himlclf to a
woman, and to {everal others; Thewed the
marks of the natls ; breathed on his Dilci-
ples 3 was the firft Author of the Chriftian
perfuafion ; taught the aodirine but a few
years before Ccellus wrote; was at that
time cftecemed fupcrior to Angels, reckon-
cd to be the Sox of Gop, and called a
Gop ; and thatone Angel, and, 1 another
place, two, were faid to appear at the {fepul-
cre of Jesus.,  Ccellus, allo, teftifies further
that the Dodrine of the Refurrethion of the
Body, and of a {uture, Immortal Life,
{founded on the life, death, and preaching,
of Chriil, was recorded by his Dilaiples;
that many Jews believed on him, and tor-
took the worfhip of their own country ;
that his followers were, at fir{l, e in num-

~y
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ber, and of one mind ; that they afterwards
became numerous, fpread abroad, and were
divided 1n opinion; that they cuftomarily
met together, in affemblies, and there taught
things agreeable to their fentiments; that
they were forbidden to partake in idol-
feafts, and refufed to join in idol-worfhip ;
and that the Jews were punifhed for the

crucifixion of J ESUS.

Jurrax, who was pofleffed of moft of

the learning of his age, who had the edu-
cation of a Chrlﬁmn, and the malice of an
Apoftate, and whofe teftimony, therefore,
will not be fufpe&ed declares that Curist
was born, in the reign of Auguftus, and at
the time of taxing, or enrolment, made by
A

Cyrenius, or Quirinus ; that the Chriftian
Religion arofe, in the time of Tiberius,
and Claudius ; that the Hiftorical books
of the New-Tef{tament were genuine, and
authentic ; that they were the only Hifto-
rical books, acknowledged, as of facred
authority, by the Chrlﬁlans, and the only
authentic memoirs of Curist, and his
Apoftles; that the Gofpels were written as
early, as 1s generally believed ; and parti-
cularly, that John’s, the laft, was writteng
{oon after the death of Peter .-_md Paul. He
alfo teftifies, that CurisT cured the blind,
the lame, and the poffefled, rebuked the
winds, and walked on the waves; that there
were multitudes of Chriftians in Greece,

and in Italy, before John wrote his Golpel ;
H
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that, befide perfons in humble hife, Cor-
nelius and Sergius Paulus were Chriftians ;
and that Peter and Paul were the great
preachers of Chriftianity.*

TheE teftimonies of Porphyry and Hiero-
cles are alfo, in feveral refpetts, of conii-
derable value. Itis greatly to be-regret.-
cd, that fo {mall a part of their works, efpe-
c1aL|y of thofe of Porphyry, is now remain-
ing.” From the {cope of them, fo far as we
are informed, they would have furnifhed a
highly 1ntereﬁmo‘ teftimony to the Scrip-
tures. A minute account of their remain-
ing teftimony cannot now be given; but
it ought to be obferved, that they, together
with Celfus and Julian, acknowlege the
genuinenef{sandauthenticity of thefe books;
and miferably evade the force of the argu-
ment, from the miracles of Curist and his
Apotftles, by attributing them to magac.

Tuere are, alfo, {till remaining, many
other uflcful Heathen teft:monies. which
- cannot now be particularly mentioned.

Frowm thofe, which have been mention-
ed, the conclufion appears to be fairly
drawn, that the Apoftles have given a true
teftimony to Mankind. From Cellus, el-

* Julian aimed to overthrow the Chintitan Ieligion, but
bas confirmed 1it.  His arguments zgamift 11 are peitelily
harmlefs, and infuflicient to unlicde the weakett Chriliags

Lectrdrrer
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pecially, do we derive decifive evidence of
this truth. It is not here defigned to re-
prefent this Philofopher, as receiving thefe
things, in the manner, in which we recieve
them. 1In this cafe, he muft have been a
Chriftian. But he confidered them, as the
acknowledged reprefentations of the Evan-
gelifts, eye and ear witneffes of the things
which they declare ; rcprefentations, in his
own time, univerfally received by Chril-
tians, and never impeached. It ought,
however, to be here obferved, that Origen
declares Celfus to have, by infinuation, af-
perfed, in fome degree, the charafler of
Curist, though with nothing infamous;
and to have been the only perfon, of whom
himfelf had ever heard, as having afperfed
him at all. Thisdeclaration of Origen may be
elteemed a full proof of the perfett {potlefi-
ne{s of Curist’s Charatter, from his death
to the time of Celfus: for Origen could

not but know, and has undoubtediy declar-
ed, the truth.

5th. Tac truthof the Apoftles, teftimo-
ny 1s proved in a peculiar manner, by fev-
cral important inflitutions, and memorials
of interefting fa&ls, which they have record-
ed. Thefe inftitutions and memorials are,

1it. Baptifm, introduced in the room of
Circumcifion :
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ed. The Lord’s Supper, inftead of the
Paflover:

gd. The Firft-day Sabbath, inftead of the
Seventh day Sabbath :

4th. The Chriftian-worfhip, inftead of
the Temple-worfhip:

5. The Chriftian Church, inftead of the
Jewifh ;

6th. Invocation of Curist, as Gob ;
and alfo Invocation in his Name.

On thele it is to be obferved generally,
that the firft Chriftians, among whom thefe
inftitutions and memorials were originally
eftablifhed, were Jews, and were alfo nu-
merous ; as the New-Teltament, and [Hea-
then, Jewifh and Chriftian Antiquity uni-
- tedly declares. By Jews, therefore, they
were firlt received. This being premifed,
I would further obferve,

1ft. Tuese Jewilh inftitutions were ef-
tablithed 1n the Law of Molfes, acknow-
ledged by all the Jews, by the Apoflles,
and by Crarist himfelf, to be the Word of

Gop; and were, therefore, of unqueftion-
ed, divine authority.

2d. Tuey were lan&ioned by the exam-
ple of their pr-phets, priefts, and kings ;
and by a National adherence of 0any cen-
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turies ; even from the commencement of
their National exiftence, to the time of the
Apoftles Mifiion.

gd. Tuey were fan&ioned by the penal
laws of Mofes; {o that to fail of the com-
manded adherence to them was punifhed
with excifion.

4th. Tuevy were {fanttioned by Curist’s
uniform obfervance of them, and by that

of his Apoliles.

5th. Tuey were eftablifhed in the minds

of the Jews, by pride and bigotry, in the
extreme.

6th. THE;Y, with the relt of the Mofaic
fyftem, were univerfally confidercd, by the
Jews, of that age, as defigned to be perpet-
ual.

BuT notwithftanding all thefe high fanc-
tions, and the unprecedented attachment of
the Jews to thefe inftitutions, as the means
of perfonal, and national diftin&tion, the
Chriftian inftitutions above mentioned werc

mtroduced in their place, and to their an-
nihilation.

In the year forty nine, or fifty, the whole
Church at Jerufalem, confifting of the
Apoltles, Elders, and Brethren, decrecd,
that the Gentiles, whofe memberfhip in the
Jewifh Church, when profelyted, had bas-
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Fore depended, equally with that of the
Jews themiclves, on an exatt conformity to
thefe Mofaic inftitutions, fhould not be un.
der any obligation to obferve them. This
cvent may be confidered as the anmhilation
of thefe inftitutions, in the Chriftian Church;
for, though the Nazarzan Chrifhians appear
with fome others, to have continued Jew-
ifh obfervances, after this period, yet a blow
was then given to them, from which they
never recovered. Many of the Jews ap-
mear to have totally negletted them, from
this period, and, 1in {pite of their former
moft bigoted adherence, to have viewed
them as done away.

On~ what principles can we account for
this fingular event ? The Mofaic Inftitu-
ttons were confidered by all Chriftians, as
being of divine authority ; and were public-
by aflerted to be {o, by the Apoftles, and by
theitr Mafter. Could others be introduced
inio their place, which were not acknow-
Icdged to be of at leaft equal authority ?

Barrtismand the Lord's Supper werepro-
foffed to be memorials of CurisTt’s Death
znd of the cleanfing of fin, by the effufion of
his blood, declared to have becen thed pub-
ticly, at Jerufalem, and on the fealt of the
Pa{lover, by the Roman Government, and
the lewifh Sanhedrim. Is it poflible, that
Curist fThould not have been known thus
to have pourcd out his blood ; or that his
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fufferings fhould have been thus commemo-
rated by thofe, who being conltantly ap-
pealed to, as eye witnefles of his death, yet
did not know, that he had thus died ?

Tue Firft day Sabbath was inftituted, im-
mediately after the day of Pentecoft, asa
memorial of Curist’s Refurrettion from
the dead. Could Jews be {uppoled to
unite in obferving this inftitution, upon
fuch an appeal, if CrrisT had not been on
the beft grounds believed to have rifen ;
and if circumf{lances, lefs extraordinary than
thofe alledged, had accompanied his Death
and relurreéiion ; or if either were lefs
convincingly attefted, than is aflerted 1m
the Goipel ?

Is it pollible, that the Apoftles could be
even liftened to, when prepofing a Form of
worfhip, new, entirely different from the
{plendid ritwal'of the Temple; a Form of
worfhip, of which the Aaronic Priclthood,
facrifices, and purifications, were no part;
and 1n which all men were placed upon a
level with the Jews, all places made equally
facred wi'h the Temple, and all perfons
with the Prielts ; a Form of worfhip, in
which univerfal humblenefs and {pirituality
were {ubftituted in the room of unequalled
pomp, and of {ervices rendered venerable
and affefling by the mecit forcibie exhibi-
tions to {enfe and imaginaition; uniefs
Curist had been certainly knoewn to have

z"(itf/
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appeared, with proofs of a charafter, not
equal only, but {uperiour to that of Moles,
and of an authority, fairly qualifying him to

change what Gop himfelf was confefled to
have once eftablifhed ?

Tue {fame obfervations are, with the fame.
torce, applicable to rhe {ubftitution of the

Chriftian Church in the place of the Jew-
1{la.

Couwrp the Invocation of the name of
Frsus CarisT, which, from Aéts 7. 56. is
proved to have exifted, and from 1 Cor. 1.
1.2. Alls 9. 14,20, 21. and from various
other paflages, 1s proved to have exifted
fo extenfively, asto become a defignation
of Chriftians in gencral, have been adopted
even by the Apoltles themielves, and, much
more, by other Jews, unle{s {aéts, as extra-
ordinary as thole recorded in the Goipels,
had evidenced his charaler and mmiflion,
and proved him to be the Sox of Gobp,
{ent into this world to eftablifh a new and
perfeét Religion, and to accomphih the
Salvation of mankind ?

Avrvr thefe iaftitutions were profeflcdly
built on fatts, publicly appealed to, and
whaolly uncontradifted, for ages ; fatts of
the moft fingular nature, and of the higheft
conceivable importance ; faéts, protefled
to have exified as proofs of amoft wonder-
{ul Mitlion of the moft wonderful Perfon,
ever heard ofin this world. The adoption
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of thefe inftitutions, therefore, by thofe
among whom thefe fatts were declared to
have exifted, and who were appealed to as
eye and ear witneffes of their exiftence,
while thele fa&lts were alledged, as the obli-
gatory and only reafons for fueh adoption,
appears to be an unan{werable proof, that
the faéts themf{elves exifted, and of courfe
that the Apoftles have given a true teftimo-
-ny concerning them. At the fame time,
the adoption of them by Jews, fo circum-
ftanced, and direttly charged with being
the enemies, and, in fome fenfe, the mur-
derers, ofthe Perfon who was thus com-
memoratcd and honoured, a Perfon who
appecared always in the humbleft life, and
in a charatter {o oppofite to that of their
expctted Mefliah, adds fuch a degree of
weight to this evidence, as, one would 1m-
agine, muft, if it were poffible, cven {ilence
gainfaying.

o6th. Tue only remaining proof of this
point, which I {hall now mention, is the
apparent Integrity ot the Narration itelf ;
and this, becaufe it is {0 obvious, and fo
generally and eaflily underftood, I fhall con-
lider in a fummary manner.

- T'ue Integrity of this Narration appears
in the firft place, in the frank manner, in
which the writers record the low condition
of their Mafter, the contempt and oppofi-
tion, with which he met from the Jewifh

i
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Government and Nation, his {ufferings
and death, and the ignomy, with which 1t
was attended. Nothing “Vas ever more un-
like defign, than this account, confidered in
all its parts.

ad. I~ thelike frank exhibition of their
own humble ftate and charatter, their er-
rors and faults, their prejudices and de-
bates, and the numerous inftances in which
they defervedly received reproof from the
mouth of CurisT.

g3d. INn the peculiar fimp'icity and im-
partiality, with which they record faétsi----
Thelr Narrations are mcre narrations of
tatts, whether favorable or unfavorable to
their caufe. In nerther cafe do they utter
a comment, unleifs for mere explanation.
There 1is no opinion pronounced, a {ingle
inftance excepted ; no praife given by them
to Curist; no blame charged upon his
enemies ; no exprellion of wonder at his
miracles, nor of abhorrence, at the injui-
tice of his murderers; nothing aggravated ;
nothing diminithed ; and, 1n a word, no
appearance of thofe feelings, which could
not but be excited by the events, which
they relate, On the contrary, they appear
to have facrified every human feeling to
the caufe of Truth, and to the obligations

of Duty.

4th. In the entire harmoeny, which reigns
throughout their writings. They wrote, at
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diferent times, and in different countries,
The three firft Evangelifts appear never to
have feen the Gofpels of each other ; and
John wrote more properly a fupplement to
their Gofpels, than a formal narrative of the
Miflionof CarisT. That they wrote with-
out any concert 1s certain from what they
have written; and that their writings en-
tirely harmonize was never denied, unlefs
from the love of the denial. In time, place
and circumftance, in the charaéters, con-
dutt, and manners of thofe, whom they
mention, there is an agreement, which can-
not be paralleled. Had the Gofpels been
fabricated by impofition, {fuch could not
have been their charatier. Truth 1salways
confiftent; Falfhood never. Itis alfo to
be obf{erved, that al' of them wrote feveral
years, after the fatts, which they have re-
corded; took place. Such an agreement
is, therefore, high and convincing evidence
of the truth of their teftimony. ;

gd. Tue teftimony of the Apoftles has
becn handed down to us, uncorrupted.---
This I will endeavour {fummarily to evince,
in the following obf{ervations.

ift. Tne paflages quoted by the ancient
Chriftian writers, and by the Heathen alio,
are generally quoted in the fame words, and
almoft always have the fame fenfe, which
we find 1n paflages now in the New-Tefta.-
ment,
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A rarce part ofthe New-Teftament, and
particularly of the Hiftorical books, might
be obtained from thele writers, in the very
words contained in our printed New-
Teltaments. This, 1t is evident, would
have been immpoflible, had not all quoted
from the fame original writings.

In many inftances, however, their que-
tations are made in words differing, more or
lefs, from thofe, which are acknowledged
by us. On this{ubjeét it may be obferved
i the

1. Prace, that thefe writers often in-
tentionally give only the fenfe of the palf-
fage, as they feverally underftand 1t. Of
courfe, judging differently, as we do, thcy
neceflarily wrote their different interpreta-
tions, in terms fomewhat differing. Mol
of the acknowledged terms are frequently

£ zr/ prefmmsed ; although in the 1nftances now
referred to, they are preferved rather to
exprefs the meaning happily, than to ac-
cord exattly with the words of the Scriptu.
yal writers.

2d. HExcE they diﬁ‘er, not unirequent-
ly, from each other, in the tersns which
they ufe, although generally and eafilv re-
concileable in the meaning. As this is
done by thofe, who vifibly ufed, and ac.
xnowledged, the fame Scripturcs, and har-
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monized in their theological fentiments, it
is evident, that their differences f{prung
from the {fource, to which itts here attribu-

ted.

ad. Asthey knew,thatthole,to whom,and
thofe, for whom, they wrote, had the New-
Teltament, as well as them{elves, and as the
*Aut henticity of thele books was notthen
called in queftion, thcy quoted fecurely,
from memory knowing, that, if thev made
any miftakes, their readers, as well astheir
correfpondents, could eafily correét them.

THEsE quotations arc often made mere-
ly to illufllrate a dottrine, or to enforce an
exnortation, reproof, or confolation ; and
hence cannot be expetted to poflels verbal
cxattnels ; 1t being unneceflary to the pur-

polz i hand,

a4th. Amoxc thofe who thus quoted,
fome were of morce, and {fome of Jels accu-
rate charallers ; and hence they quoted
more ar lels exattly,

sth.  Tur:r own works, having paffed
through the hands of many tranferibers, are
now doubtle{s lefs exactt, in this relpedt, than
they originally were; fo that we may well
be furprifed to find their dificrences {o few,
and {o {mall.

* . -
The Authenticity of the New.-Teftament at large was
never called in qucﬂiur:, unsl the hxreenth Centurv.
xc\'ell‘s Baoyil., Ledt,




& CGENVINENESS AND AUTHENTI®ITY

6th. Stirvr they are of rifling impor-
tance, and fuch as do not materially affett a
fingle dottrine, or faét.

Prruars it may be thought that moft of
thofe, which are here called gquotations,
ought rather to be termed refcrences. I
khave ufed the term quotattons, becaufe 1t
has appeared to me, that the writers aimed
to guote, but did 1t imperfettly, for the
reafons which are fuggelted.

O~ this fubjel, it ought further to be
mentroned, that many of thefe writers dif-
fered much in opinion, and difputed warm-
ly, concerning feveral dotirines of high im-
pertance.  We may, therefore, well be af-
tomthed, that the wrlters, of almolit all {eéts,
fhould {o tar agree 1 their quotations.  So
general was this agreement, to the time of
Origen, that, though potiefled of more 1n-
f(.‘:-rmdtmn, concerning this {ubjeél, than
any, perhaps than all” men living, he had
never heard of any perfon (Marcion, his
followers, the Valentinians, and perhaps
ILeucius, excepted) who had corrupted the
Scriptures.

Nor ought it to be here forgotten, that
thele very diftferences are a ftanding proof,
that there was not the leaft concert among
Catholics, or Heretics, with refpe&t to this
matter, nor any defign formed, or e¢ven
thought of, to 1mnofc thele bool\s on the
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“pelief of mankind. On the contrary, they
plainly confidered the books, as flanding
firmly on their own evidence ; and left men
to receive, or to rcjeét them, as they fhould
think proper.

2d. Twure fingular reverence, with which
the ancient Chriftians regarded the Scrip-
tures, forbids even a fulpicion, that they
wilfully corrupted them.

Of this reverence fome notice has been
already taken. A few additional obferva-

- -

tions may however be advantageoully
made, ‘

Tae Scriptures are now 1n every hand,
are ufed as afchool-book, quotedin ordina-
ty converfation, and are queflioned, oppo-
{ed, and ridiculed by Infidels. Hence good
men, although not at all haken 1n their
iaith by thele means, appear yet to rcgard
thele writings with lefs profound venera-
tion, than is obfervable in the ancient
Chriftians. By them the Scriptures were
viewed with {ome fuch reverence, as would
naturally be rendered to Gop himlelf
manifefted in this world, with glory becom-
ing his Charatlter. * A remarkable {peci-
men of this reverence, in the members of an
ancient Church, is recorded in a letter,
from St. Auftia to St. Jerom, Jerom trant-

ated the Old-Teftament. The Bifhop of

[Mw
- -~ - L T -
* Seefeveii's Loyl Led,
A

/
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the Church mentioned, ufed this trar{flations
in divine fervice.  In the prophecy of Jo-
nah, Jerom had rendered the riebrew word;
tranflated Gourd, by the Latin word Heade-
;a. In the former Latin tran{lation, oris
sinally ufed in this Church, the fame He-
brew word was rendered by the Latih word
Cucurbiia. When the Bifhop read the paf-
fagesthe people, perceiving the word chang-
cd, were alarmed, and would have finally
left the Bifhop, if he had not confented to
reftore tne original word. Such was their
watchfulnefs, and jealouly, for the preferva-
tion of the purity of the Scriptures, cven
where no faély doélrinc, or precept, was
materially concerned.

SituaTeD among perfons of fuch a cha.
rafler, few men would dare to mi{quote, or
corrupt ; and few would be 1inclined to do
it, if they dared.  Such corruptions al{o as
cxifted, would be mmmediately detected,
and regarded with the utmolt deteftation.
Thus the corrupuons of Marcion were
founded throughout the Chniftian church,
and his name configned, for his villainy and
impudence, to perpetual infamy.

ad. Tur Chrifiian {ects were numerous;
and each watched over the condult of the
others. with a careful, jealous, and prying
attention.

Tr there were at any time, an efpe-
cial temptation willully to milquote the



oF THE WEW-TESTAMENT. Gg

Scriptures, we eafily fee, that it would pe-
culiarly refpett thofe paffages which were
the favorite ones of particular {e&s, and
which were fuppoled moft to befriend their
chara&eriftical opinions; but we alfo {ee
that thefe would, by each {e&, be watched
with an eagle eye, and a continual appre-
henfivenefs ot danger. Hence arofe an ex-
trems difficulty inaccomplifhinga defignof
this nature. ever if it waore formed: a dif-
ficulty, greatly increafcd by the warmth of
{irenuous conwoverly, and by the defire,
and the pride, of vittory,

Turese confiderations will furnifh us
with an eafy and {ufficient explanation of a
fatt, otherwife very difficult to be explain-
ed ; viz. the general and {urprifing agree-
ment among {o many perfons thus differing
and thus contending, found in their quotas
tions ol the Scriptures.

4th. Turvery grcat number and diffu-
fion of the copies of the New-Teftament,
rendered {uch corruption, in any great de-
gree, evidently impollible.

Corices of this volume were, at an early
period numerous in Spain, France, Iialy,
(sreece, Macedonia, Africa proper, Egyvpt,
Syria, Paleftine, Afia Minor, Armenia and
Perfia, The gencral, apparent agreement

ot thele copies 1s a demonfiration, that ve-
X.
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fv little corruption has ever taken plaee in
thefe books.

- sth. Tae New-Teftament was carly
tranflated 1nto {cveral languages.

Tur Old Latin tranflation was madec
moft probably in the {irlt * or very carly in
the {econd Century. Tertullian exprefsly
declares, that there was a Latin Verfion of
the Gofpels and, Epiftles exifting in his
tine.

JrromE’s Verfion was done in the fourth
Century, and with great care, lcarning, and
cxaltnels :

Tne Firlt Syriac probably in the Fourth :

Tune Sccond Syriac, and the Armenian,

in the IFFifth : and
Tue Coptic in the Sixth Century.

St. Austin declarcs, that all attempts
to corrupt the Scriptures were in vain, be -
caule they were then tranflated into {o ma-
ny languages ; were in the hands of people
of every age and charadler ; and were {o
known, {o cfleemed, and {o celebrated.

* Michuclis affirms that no man of jearning, Do ML
excepted, denies this Verfion to have been dore i the fiid
Century, Ste Travis’s Letters to Gibbon; from which
this account of the Verfious here mentioned is taken,
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Anno Dom. three hundred "and ninety-
five.

St. CuryvysosTtom alfo declares, Anno
Dom. three hundred and mncty-eight, that
they were, in his time, already rendered in
the languages of Britain, Syria, Egypt, Per-
fia, and India: and in the languages of all
people 1n general, whether barbarians, or
others.

It may, perhaps, be both agreeable and
ufefuly in this place to recite a paflage from
"I'heodoret, in which he refers to this {ub-
jett.  Anno Dom. four hundred and twen-
ty three.

¢“ T wirr compare the moft cclebrated
law-givers of the Greeks with our IFifher-
men, Publicans, and Tent-makers; and
thew the difrerence between them. The
[.aws of the former were forgotten, foon af-
ver the death of thofe, who cnaétted them,
Lut the laws dclivered by Fifhermen have
flourifhed, and prevailed, aud have been
received, not only by Greeks, and Romans,
but alfo by Scythians, Perfians and other
Barbarians. The IHeralds of truth were
not, indecd, maiters of the Greck elo-
quence ; but, filled with wifdom, they have
carried the divine doflrine to all nations,
and  have filled the whole world with
writings, containing inftruftions concern-
ing religion apd virtue,  All men, leaving
the dreams and fpeculations of Philofo-
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phers, now mnourifh themfelves with the
dottrines of I'itfhermen and Publicans, and
ftudy the writings of a Tent-maker. The
feven Wife men of Greece are forgotten;
nor do the Greeks them{elves certainly
know their names; but Mathew, Bartholo-
mew, and James, Moles, David, and Ifai-
ah, with the other Prophets and Apofiles,
arc kncwn to all men, as well as the names,
oftheir own children. Whom did Xeno-
phanes, Parmenides, Pythagoras, Anaxago-
ras, or Speulippus leave as their fucjeflors
in Philofophy 7 What city follows the
“XT.aws of Plato’s Republic? You can fhew
none who now teach thofe dolirines ; but
we can fhew the power of the prophetical
and Apoftolical dotirines ; for the whole
carth is filled with their words.”

“ Tur Hebrew writings (of the Cld and
Ncw-Teftament) are tranflated not only in-
to Greek, but into the Latin, IEgyptian,
Perfian, Indian, Armenian, Scythian, ana
Samaritan; ina word, into all the langua-
ges ufed by the nations. Our Fithermen,
Publicans, and Tent-makers, have perfua-
ded not only Greeks, Romans, and lLigypt-
jans, but all nations of the earth. Nor arc
our doétrines underftood by thofe, only,
who prefide in the Churchesy but by {miths,
wool-combers, taylors, and artficers ot all
forts, by women, and maid-fervants. INor
do thofe only, who dwell in cities, but the
country people, alio, underffand, and arc
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able to difcour{e concerning our do{rines ;
thcy praftife virtue, and fhun vicious ac-
tions.’

¢« Gop had belore tried other methods.
He taught all men by the wonderful frame
of the univerfe. The Jews he reclaimed
by the Law and the Prophets.  But amore
cfle€lual remedy was wanting ; and experi-
ence has fhown the benelit of 1. The
whole world has now been enlightened,
and 1dolatry abolithed. Greeks, Romans,
Barbarians, acknowlcdge a crucified Sa.
yiour,”

Covmrarre thefe F'ifhermen and Puab-
licans with the Greek and Romang Tlaw-
givers.  You will find, that thofe Law giv.
ers could not per{fuade cven thcir own
neighbours to live according ta their laws ;
but thele Galilezans have per{fuaded not on-
lv Greeks and Romans to embrace the
Law, and the Dolirine of the (:ofpd bt
the {ub; 08., of the Remzn Empire 1n gene-
val, together with Scythians, Sazmatmm&
Indians, Ethiopians, Perfians, Britons, and
Germans. Indeed they have brought ali
nations. and men of ali {orts, to receive the
Laws of a crucified man; and that not by
arns, folaiers, or Perfian violence, but by
rcafonings and arguments, thewing the ule-
fulnels of thofc L,:m . People, whom A u-
f.mﬂm% and the whole power of the Roman

"l 1
b

Linpire could not induce to reczive their
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Jaws, vencrate the writings of Peter, Paul,
Jolm, Moathew, Lukce ;md Mark, as if thcy
had been fent down from Heaven.”

6ih. Tuess books were allo publicly
read, 1n all the Chriftian Affemblies,
threcughout the wer! d.

Tirrs pratlice besan, when the books
were juft received by the Chriftian Church-
es. ¥ Paul laid thie Paltors of the Church
at Theflalonica under an octh to caufe lus

_ﬁ:r'ﬁ Epzﬂ!f Ly that Church to be read to all

the holy Brethren, and dire&ted the Colol-
fians hoth to read the Iopiflle /}"owz, Laodicea,
and to caufe the Eniftle to the Coloflians
22 De ?"s"dd alfo in the Church of the Laodiceans.
Andywith animmediate view to this pur-
pole, {cveral of the Ep:ﬁ‘cq appear to have
been infcribed ; one to the Churches of Ga-
loiia 5 @hother Lo the Church of Corinil,
and to all them, whoy 1n cvery place, call uporn
t2c nawe of Jesus CHRIST.

Trrs pratlice of pubhict 1}\ readinog the

Scripturces, oucnndtul Ly Maics, and Imc-
tioned by Apoltolm authority, has continu-
cd to the prefent day. When we confider
the charatier of thole, before whoem they
were read, men who {o revered them as to
be ready to lay down tnetr Lives for them.,
Wwho pr c::*)orumullv tudicd them, and who

* See Dr. Muckuight's New ‘Trarfl.von of the Dpitths,
Plt-}l EH‘{!}S. i‘-
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were to the laft degree jealous of their pu-
rity, we cannot but {ce the corruption of
them., even in one inftance, rendered, by
this pratlice, extremely difficult. Bevond
all computation muft the difficuity be en-
creafed of corrupting them {o generally,
as to produce any 1mportant cflect. I'o
induce fo many perfons, fo remote in place,
differing fo much in charater and opinion,
and agreeing {o cntirely in the highell rev-
erence for the Scriptures, 1o conient to any
fuppofable fct of corruptions, or to impoie
fuch corruptions gencrallv on a body of
men {o circumitanced, mult have been too
evident an imnoflibitity, to be ferioufly ui-
derteken by any wan, or men, however
vi{ionary or wicked.

" nth. Tae number of Manulcripts of tire
New-Teftament, at prefent, or lately exilt-
ing, is very counfiderable ; and theie fo
generally agree, as to forbid ail apprchen-
{ions, that thele books have bzon materially

EOTIUI)‘LE ;

AN accurateaccount of the Mamueripis
of the New-Teftament cannot bt expette
frocm once, who is both removea (rom the
places oltheir exiftence, and unpaolicfied of
iUCh books, as contain a juft exhibition or
their number and charaéter. At the {amc
time, the fellowing obiervations cantoi Do
unaccentable to this audiende.
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tft. Tuar * Alexandrian MS is unquei:
tionably of very greatantiguity. This MS
was given by Cyril Lucaris, Patriarch of
Alexandria, when tranflated to the fce of
Conftantinople, to Sir Thomas Roe, the
Britith Embaflador at the Pofte, Anno
Blom. fixteen hundred twenty eight, and
was decclared by the Patriarch to have
been written early in the Fourth Century,
by Thecla, a noble Egvptian Lady. By Dr.
Grabe who has publifhedaparticularaccoun:
of 1t, 1t 1s believed to have been written in the

fourth, and by others inthe fifth Century.

Tuis MS. contains all the Canonical
books of both Teltaments, and a catalogue
of them all. 1t contains aif{o {everal books
of the Apocrapha, and a few other writings
of the like charafler; {uch as the -ehd an-
cient Chriftians-elteeimed ufeful, and read
at times, in their public affemblics: as we
fometimes read the{fermons of cminent Di-
vines in ours. There is not, as has been
already obferved,1n all antiquiiy, the leail
evidence, that any writings, but thofe now
clicemed Canonical, were ever {o etleem-
cd. On the contrary all others are placed
ina totally dificrent Lift and Charatter. Yet
many bocks of the'f‘aahers Were, and very
jultly, accounted ulcful ana edifving,
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+od. Tre New-Tellaments of Erafmus,
Robert Stephens, Beza, and the ditors of
Compiutum, were collated with a great
number of MSS; and with a care and in-
tegrity which generally does the Editors the
higheft honour.

T ad. Tuatr of Wetltein. was formed
from a confultation of fixty five MSS,
Al of them did not, however, contain the
whole New-Teftament,

| 4th. Tuere are now remaining in pub-
Iic and private libraries, in Europe, more
MSS. of the New-Teflament, of different
ages, than of any other ancient writings
V:That.:ever. Many of thefe are of great an-
tiquity.

Trarse MSS. may be confidered, as ha-

ving, by their general agreement, decides
this queltion ; and as provisg the opinion

of 5t. Augultine to be juft, that it was im-
poﬂible materlally to corrupt the S(.:.rip—
turcs.

Trus hkave [ finifhed the aroaments,
which T propofed to produce, in funport of
the Genuinencfs and Authenticity of the
New-Teflament,

T See Travis’s Letters to (ihhan,

\ SEE:‘ Dr. ﬁiacknight‘s Now traidilation of the E;:iﬂ‘-es
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- No queftion, perhaps, can be-of more
“importance to the divine Authority of the
{facred Volume, than this. If its Genuine-
nefs and Authenticity be eftablifhed, its
Authority 1s alfo eftablifhed. -

Ir there was{uch a perfon as JEesus
Curist ; if hewas fo born; ifhe (o lived;
if he was fo attefted ; if he {o reached,
wrought miracles, died, rofe from the dead,
aicended to IHeaven, commiffioned his
Apofties, and enabled them to preach,
work miracles in his name; and eret his
kingdom through the world, in the manner
which they have related ; then he was the
Son of GOD ; his Doérines were true ; his
Apoitlcs were infpired ; and his Rehglon 18
of Divine Original, and of Divine Authori-
ty. Mankind are, of courfe, bound to re-
ceive, and obey it. "“Thofe, who rejeét 1,
reject 1t at their peril; and thofe, who fin-
cerely embrace it, are {ecured, beyond a
Im::.ard, 1n the certain future poﬂlfﬁon of
its invaluable and immortal bleflings.
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