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PRAYER bfre SERMON,

O Twuou infinitely great and glorious God f
whofe providential fway extendeth over all thy
works ! Gop of the armies of Hraven! guar-
dian Gop of nations, as well as individuals here
upon EarTa !

Look down in mercy, we befeech thee, upor
the whole human race! and haften that glorious
period, in which all the kingdoms of the world
fhall become the kingdoms of the Lorp and of
his CarisT ! |

Shower down thy peculiar bleffings upon the
univerfal church, even the whole congregation
of chriftian people, to whatever fe&t or denomi-
nation they may belong !

- And herein, accept our moft fervent prayers
m behalf of thy fervant, but our dread Sovereign
- J.ord King Georce. Endue him plenteoufly
with heavenly gifts, and grant him in health and
wealth long to live! Infpire him with the true
fpirit of wifdom and government! Teach him,

that his higheft temporal glory muft confift in
' pre.
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preferving to a free people theit undoubted birth-

righits as men, and as Britons ! -

Remove far from his Royal Perfon all thofe,
who would feck to change his government into
oppreffion, and to gratify their own licentious
defires at the expence of the blood and treafure
of his fubjelts |

Surround him with counfellors eminent for
their piety and vircue, well acquainted w1th, and
well aficfted to our happy conftitution, equally
diftinguifhad for their exemplary conduct in pri-
vate Iiwe; and their difinterefled attention to the
public weal |
- Hixtend thy conipaffionate regards to the whole
body of his {ubjets, as well in Great-Britain
and Ireland as in thefe his American dominions. -
Hezal, O Father of mercies, heal, we befeech
thee; our prefent unhappy divifions! Let us
once rore rejoice in that delightful union and
mtercourie wnich hath heretciore {ubfifted be-
twixt us and our Parent-land ; and remove eve-
1y envious obftacle, that may- yet hinder us
from embracing as brethren of the fame family |

For this molt defirable purpofe, we pray, that
thou would be in a peculiar manner prefent with
all thofe, who are entrufted with our great Ame-

rican
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rican caufe, as well in council as in the field?
Give them wifdom to devife, and firmnefs to ex-
ecute, fuch meafures for the reftoration of public
Peac‘e and harmony, as may confilt with that true
Liberty, which 1s equally removed from bafe li-
centioulnefs on the one iuand, and as bafe- {ub-
miffion apd flavery on the oghér |

| And, while we are thus contending for our
temporal rights, O fuffer us not to forget, or be
jefs zealous for thofe more important fpiritual
privileges, ‘which have been purchafed for us by
éRedeemer’s blood ! deliver us from the bond-
age of our corruption ! Enable us to ftand faft
in our gofpel freedom | And, after fecking firft
the eftablithment of thy ngdom and the right-
eoufnefs thereof in our hearts, may we hope and
truft with full confidence in thee, our God and
Father that all other bleflings of : tempm al na-
mre will be added untous !

| Thefe things we afk, not for any merits of
our own, but for the fake and through the me-
rits of the dear fon of thy love CuRrisT"Jzsus
our Lorp, In whofe moft bleffed name and

words, we humbly and aFeﬁlonately aodrtfs‘
Thee, as |

Y {?m tather which art in, Heaven ! &,



FEEEF PR R A S

SERMON, &

GALATIANS, CHAP V.
Part of rirsT Verle,

Stand faft, therefore, in the Liberty wherewith
Chrifi bath made us free.

GENTLEMEN of the FirsT BATTALION

of the City and Liberties of PHiLADELPHIA,

- THOUGH I readily accepted of the invitation,

with which you were pleafed to honour me, and
am fully fatisfied that there can be no improprie-
ty in complying with your requeft, yet I confefs,
that I now feel fuch an uncommon degree of
diffidence, as nothing but a fenfe of duty, and a
fincere fympathy with you in your prefent trying
circumftances, could enable meto overcome.

A  The
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The occafion is of the firlt importance : the fub.
ject in a great meafure new to me—Throwing
mylelf, therefore, upon your candor and indul-
gence,. confidering myfelf under the twofold cha-
racter of a minifter of Jesus Curist, and a
FeLrow-Citizen of the fame ftate, and invol-
ved in the fame public calamity with yourfelves ;
and looking up for counfel and diretion to the
fource of all'wifdom, “ who giveth Liberally to
thofe that afk it°~1 have made choice of a paf-
{age of {cripture, which will give me an oppor-
tunity of addrefling myfelf to you as FREEMEN,
both in the fpiritual and temporal fenfe of the
word ; and of fuggefting to you fuch a mode of
condu@, as will be moft likely, under the bleft
fing of Heaven, to enfure to you the enjoyment
of thefe two kinds of Liberty.. Stand faft, there-
fore, .in the Liberty, wherewith Chrift bath madke
us free.

"Che infpired Author of this excellent Admo-
nition was fo fenfible of the invaluable bleffings
and comforts that refulted from that free fpirit,
with.which Jesus Curist through his Miniftry,
bad eftablifhed his Galatian Converts, that he

was jealous of the leaft attempt to deftroy or even.
obitruct
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obftrut in them 1ts life-giving operation, He
- could not brook the narrow {pirit of thofe Ju-
daizing Chriftians, who, from the moft felfith
and illiberal motives, fought to force a yoke up-
on the necks of their Gentile Brethren, which
neither they themfelves nor their Fathers had
been able to bear, Thefe Gentiles too he fevere-
ly reproves for not maintaining their ground,
and afferting their Gofpel Freedom againit the

infidious devices of their Brethren, who only
wanted to bring them into fervitude, * that they

wight glory in their flefb,”~* O faaZ ifb Galatigns !
who bath bewitched you?” He afcribes their
blindnefs .and infatuation to fome diabolical
charm, which had locked up the powers of their
free-born ipirits, and made them tamely fubmit
to flavith, carnalfc;rdinances, which the Gofpel
of Jesus had entirely exploded and abolifhed.
He reminds them, by a {pirited explication of a
moft ftriking allegory, that they were not  chil-
dren of the bond-woman, but of the free;,” that
their obfervance of the ceremonial law was a tri-
bute, which they were not bound to pay; or, if
they fhould be {o weak as to fubmit to it, thatit
could not emancipate them from the bondage of
earth and hell ; but that their real freedom, theis

| full
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full and compleat juftification, their happinefs
temporal and eternal, wer< oply to be acquired by
a vigorous exertion of thofe {piritual powers
within themfeives, which, through the riches of
Gop’s free grace in CarisT JEsus, had been
communicated to their fouls. He concludes this
part of his addrefs with the truly noble and apo-
ftolical precept of my text: Stand foft, therefore,
in the Liberty, wherewith Chrift bath wmade us

free.

Having thus briefly opened the occafion and
meaning of the words, I fhall proceed to thew,
in the firlt place, what we are to underftand by
that fpiritual Liberty, “ wherewith Chriff hath
made 15 free,” and what kind of conduct that
muft be, which is heres expreffed by the words
& Jrand faft”

I. However fevere, my dear Brethren, the lofs
of our temporal Liberties may be, there 1s cer-
tainly a Bondage far more fevere than this, yea,
far more cruel than that of IsrazL under' their
Ecyprian Talk-mafters, A Bondage, not only
to men, but to the fallen {pirits of darknels,
fecking to exercife over us 2 joint power and do-

minion
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minion with our own irregular and corrupt paf-
fions. A Bondage univerfal, from which no
Son of Adam hath ever been exempt; a tyran-
ny, whofe baleful influences have been felt from
the fall of man down to this very day. It has
feized not only upon the body, butupon the foul.
It has erected its throne in the heart, and from
thence impofes its arbitrary decrees, Itis conﬁn_-
ed to no age or fex, no ftate or cohdition'bf* hu-
man life, High and low, learned and unlearn-
ed, the favace and the fage are ahike the vn‘llms
of this defpotic power, alike {laves by nature
upder this bondage of corruption,

b

It is perpetually manifefting 1tfelf under a va-
ricty of forms, according to our prevalhncr de-

fires and purfuits, It follows us into the Sanc-
tuary of Qod. It fteals into our private devo-

tions, It gives a pharifaical tintture to our beft

good works, It reigns as a mafter and abfolute
Soverelgn in the mckcd and unregenerate, Y ea,

it frequently enters the moft fp1r1tual and rEgc-.-
nerate hearts in hof’ule form, and feeks to thake
their confidence in the coodnefs of their true and
pightful Sovcrelgn, and their humble hope of

dellver-
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deliverance through the redeeming power of his
ever-bleffed Son,

Now, who would not with to be delivered
from fuch a bondage as this? And yet, my
brethren, fuch a with cannot be formed, ‘till,
by divine grace, the fr;:e born powers of thefoul
are brought to be fenfible of their burden, and
to groan beneath the weight of c_q:;l:irclﬁon. . The
whole (or they that think themfelves whole) need
not a Phyfician, but they that are fick” The
madman hugs his chains, as if they were enfigns

of royalty, Infenfible of his Calamity, he cannot
even wifh for rehcf

But no {ooner does the child of grace, the off-
sPring of Heaven, come to feel the bdn_dgge of
the infernal ufurper ; no fooner dees he find him-
felf harraffed and opprefled by the obedience
which he exacts to his unrighteous laws; no
fooner is he convinced, that fuch an obedience
muf’c terminate in everlaftmg ﬂavery' and wretch-
edneﬁ than he awakens from his ﬂeep of {ecuri-
ty, and turns to and avails himfelf of that light,
and {trength, and {piritual courage, and conﬁa'n;'
cy, which his Redc_cnier is ever “at hand to im-

part,



( 7 )

part, and without which he feels himfelf abfo-
lutely unequal to -the confliét, and incapable of
extricating himfe}f from the ignoble fervitude.

From hence then it appears, that the Liberty,
with which Chrift hath made us free, 1s nothing
Jefs than fuch a releale from the arbitrary power
of fin, fuch an enlargement of the foul by the
efficacy of divine grace, and fuch a total furren-
der of the will and affettions, to the influence
and guidance of the divine Spirit, (* for we are
made o willing people in the day of God’s power” )

as will enable us to live in the habitual chearful
prattice of every grace and virtue here, and qua-
Iify us for the free, full and uninterrupted enjoy=

ment of heavenly life and Liberty hercafter,

Thefe glorious privileges being once obtained,
the finner being once juftified, and adopted into
the family of God, and having received the feal of
his heavenly citizenthip, the conduct recommen-
ded to him in my text, as the moft effectual for
the prefervation of thefe privileges, is here ex-
prefled by the words *“Stand. faft »* that 1s to

day :
. & Man-



¢ 8 )

“ Maintain, firm and urfhaken, the ground
which Carist hath given you. Be ever vigilant
and prepared againft the open or infidious attacks
of your adverfary,”

He 1s not commanded to march upon the
Devil’s ground, to feek out the tempter or the
temptation, 1 order to make a trial of his
ftrength, or merely that he may have the honour
of a victory: But onlyto *“fland faff,” to a&
upon the defenfive, and armed at all points with
a celeftial panoply, to be ready to refift and te-
pel the moft daring attempts of his perfidious
foe: as well knowing, that if he fuffers himfelf
to be taken captive, flavery and woe muft be his
everlafting portien; but, if he comes oF con-
quer;ar from the confli&, that the life, liberty
and joys of Heaven will be his everlafting re-
ward,

Thus far have I travelled in in a well known
path, and {poken a language familiar to moft of
you, and which you have long been accuftomed

to hear from this Pulpit, |
II,  am
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lI. Iam now to firike into another path,
which, though it may not always terminate in
luch glorious fcenes of never-ending felicity as the
tormer, yer, if ftedfaftly purfued, will conduc
the fons of men to an happinefs, of an inferior
kind indeed, but highly neceffary to their pre=
fent temporary ftate of exiftence in this world.

It spirrruaL LiserTy calls upon its pious
Vf)taries to extend their views far forward to a
glorious HerearTer, Civie LiperTy muit at
lealt be allowed to fecure, in a confiderable de-
gree, our well-being HEre. And I believe it wilk
be no difficult matter to prove, that the latter is
as much the gift of Gop in CarisT JEsus as the
former, and confequently that we are bound to
ltand faft in our c1viL as well asour SPIRITUAL
Freepom,

Erom what hath been {aid under my firft head
of difcourfe, [ chink it muft appear, that Li-
BErTY, -traced to her true fource, 1s of heaivenlg
extra®tion, that divine Virtue is her illuftrious
parent, that from eternity to eternity they have
been and muft be infeparable companions, and

B | thag

T L |
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that the hearts of: all intelligent beings are the

living temples, in which they ought to be jointly
worfhipped.

We have the authority of divine Revelation
to aflert, that this globe of earth was once the

favoured {pot, on which fhe was fent to reiide,
and that.the firft man felt and enjoyed her divine
mmfluence within and arouad him. But the {ame
Revelation tells us, what our own experience
cannot but confirm, .that when man loft his vir-
tue, he loft his Liberty too ;- and from that fatal
period, became fubje@ to the bondage of cor-
ruption, the flave of irregular paffions,- at war
with him{elf and his own fpecies,. an alien from

his native country, a forrowful ftranger anda
weary piigrim in this worid of woe.

It was not only to put him into a capacity of
regaining his forfeited heavenly blifs, but to miti-
gate, likewife, the forrows of his iearthly {ojourn,
that the EVERLASTING JEsus, in and by whom
Gop originally created man, vouchfafed to com-
municate to him, when fallen, a ray of hope,.
a fpark of heavenly light, wifdo‘m, power and
goodrels; by which, through the efe®tual work--

Ings,



(11 )
ings of his grace, he might, in future time, in-
{pire’ him and his haplefs pofterity with fuch
principles as would lead them to know, contend -

for and enjoy Liberty in its largeft, nobleft ex-
tent.

Whate’er of order, truth, equity and good
government 1s to be found among the fons of
men, they are folely indebted for to this rvEx-
1ASTING COUnSELLOR, this PRINCE oF PEacE,
:By nature furrounded with innumerable wants,
which his own fingle unaffifted hand could by
no means {upply, expofed .to 1nnumerable dan-
gers, which his utmoft firength and fharpeft
forefight could not poffibly. ward off, 1t muft
furely have been this wispom of THE Fatheg,
that firft taught man; by socrar compacr, to
fecure to himfelf the-poffeffion of thofe necef-
faries and comforts, vyhicl_; are {fo dear and
yaluable to his natuiral lifer And though no
particular mode of government 1s pointed out to
us in his holy gofpel, yet the benevolent {piritof
that gofpel is diretly oppofed to every other
form, than fuch as has the comMmown coop of
manicind for its end and aim,

Now
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Now this coMMON GooD 1s matter of comMoN
rEELING. And hence it is, that our beft writers,
moral and poliical; as well Clergy as Laity,
have aflerted, that true government can have no
other foundation than coMmMoNy CcONSENT. Tis
the power, the wifdom, the majefty of the people
committed to ONE, t0 a FEW, OF t0 MANY—Yea,

in fome hitherto favoured ftates, the owk, the
rzw, and the many, have been entrufted to-
gether, that they might mptually controul and
be controuled by each other. " |

Inafmuch, theréfore, as this folemn Dele-
gation was intended for the good of the whole ;
inafmuch as all Rulers are in fact the Servants of
the Public, and appointed for no other purpofé
than to bz * A4 teror to evil-doers, and a praife 1o
thzm that ds well ¥ whenever this divine order is
inverted, whenever thefe Rulers abufe their fa-
| cred truft, by unrighteous attempts to injuré?
opprefs, and enflave thofe very perfons, from
whom alone, under Gop, their power is de-
rived——does not humanity, does not reafon, docs
not {cripture call upon the Man, the Citizen,
the Chriftian of fuch a community to ¢ ffend
fofp in that Liberty wherewith Chrift (i their
B ’ | very
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very birth, as well as by fucceeding appoints
mets of his Providence) hath made them free??

The Apoftle enjoins us to ¢ fubmit 10 every or-
dinance of man for the Lord’s fake” But furely a
fubmiffion to the unrighteous ordinances of un-
richteous men, cannot be * for the Lord’s ﬁzée I
Yor ¢ He loveth Righteoufnefs, and bis Gaunte-
nance bebolds the things that are Jz{/} M

Poffefled, therefore, of thefe principles—
Principles, upon which the prefent Lcoﬁ{’citutior‘i
of BRiTAIN was happily fettled at one of her
moft glorious and memorable @ras, and upon

which alone it can ftill be fupported—Poffelied
of thefe principles, I truft it will be no difficul;
matter to fatisfy your confciences with refpet
to the righteoufiicfs of the caufe in which you
are now engaged, - |

The ftroggle, ’tis true, is an unnatural one,
The hard neceﬁity of ftanding upon our defence
agamﬂ: our brethren, children of the fame family,
educated in the fame manners, the fame religion
with ourfelves, bound together by a long re-
Eiprocation of éndea'ring' offices, by a long par-

Ty

ticipation -
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ficipatign-of common bleflings, and of common
dangers and diftrefics, mutually proteting and
protetted by each other. The hard ne-
ée[ﬁty,- Ifay, of defending ourfelves, our juft
and undoubregd rights againft fuch ubnatural
adverfaries, (though fadly to be lamented, as
brre‘of the heavieft judgments with which

Heaven could vifit us for our iniquities) ought
not, however, to make us furrender at dil-

cretion, or difcourage us from *° fanding foft
ia.ihat Liberty, wherewith Chrift (as the great
providential governor of the world) bash siads
#s free” - o

We venerate the Parent Land from whence our
Progemitors Came. We wifh to look up to her as
the Grarpia¥, not the Invapsr of her child-
ren’s rights. . We glory in the name of children.
Eut then we wifh to be treated as children—
And children too, that have arrived at years of
difcrétion.

But, if we are to judge from the late unge-
nerous and ili-digefted plans of policy, whid}
have been adopied by thofe whom fhe hath en-
rruffed wita the powers of Admuniftration, We

canupor
9
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cannot but think, that they began to be jealous
of our rifing glory, and, from an ill-grounded

apprehenfion’ of our aiming at independency,
were defirous of checking our growth,

Yet why this unfeafonable and unrighteous
jealoufy? We with not to interfere with thae
commercial fyftem, whicht they have hitherto

purfued, We have not even: ftretched our ex-
peCtations beyond the line which they them-
jelves had drawn. We with not to poficfs the

golden groves of Afia, to {parkle in- the public -
eye with jewels torn from the brows of weeping.
Nabobs, or to riot on the {poils of plundered

provinces,* 'We rather trembie for the parent

ftate,,

* Here perhaps it may be obje@ed; that the Americans do-
with a veryill grace cenfure their Englith brethren, either ﬁ);
their iniquitous conquefts in Afia, or for the luxuries thereby
mtroduced among them, whillt they themlelves are rioting:
upon the labour of thoufands of their own fpecies, tornaway
from their native retreats, from their deareft relations and:
friends, and doomed to a molt. abje& and perpetual flavery.

In anfwer to this objedtion it may be afked~——Whcre:
did this infamous commerce originate? And where is it fHll
carried on {iri;h all the eapernefs which avarice can infpire ?
Where, but in England ?~——By what means can it be abge-
lithed !~ Surely by that power alone, which America ac-
knowledges the parent flate may jultly exercife over gl
her Jominions, viz. the power of regulating their trade,—

1u
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ftate, amd would fain keep off from our own
borders, thefe luxuries, which may perhaps
already have impaired her conftitutional vigour.
We only wifh, that what we have, we may be
able to call our owy ; that thofe fruits of honeft
induftry, which our anceftors had acquired, or
thofe which have been, or may be added to them
by the {weet of our own brows, fhould not be

wrefted from us by the hand of violence, but
left to our own free difpofal ; fatisfied as we are
1n our confciences, that when coxsTiTUTIONALLY

called upon, we fhall not give * crupcINGLY
OR OF NECESSITY,” but chearfully and liberally.

And

Isit not well known, that the legiflatures of fome of the

colonies have done what they could to put a flop to the
importation of African flaves, by loading it with the heavieft
duties? And that others have attemped the total abolition
of it, by acts of dffembly, which their Governor refufed to
pafs, have then petitioned the parent ftate for new in.
ftrn@ions to their Governors on this head, and after all;

have failed of fuccefs ¢
It is however, devoutly to be wifhed, that when a

happy reconciliation once takes place, this poifonous branch
may eatirely be fhut out, before our great commercial

ftream becomes fo infefted by the contagion, as to en~
danger the health and fecurity of the whole empire.
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‘And as to any pretenfions to, or even defire
of independency, have we not openly difavowed
them in all our petitions, reprefentations and re-
monftrances ? Have we not repeatedly and {o-
lemly profefled an inviolable loyalty to the per-
fon, power, and dignity of our SovEREIGN ;
and unanimoufly declared, that it is not with
M we contend, but with an envious Cloud of
FALSE WITNESSES, that furround his throne,
and intercept the funfhine of his favour from
our opprefled Land ¢

If, notwithitanding all this, BrrTain, or ra-
ther fome degenerate fons of BritTain, and ene-
mies to our common Liberty, full perfift in em-
bracing a Derusion, and believing a Lig—if
the fword is ftill uatheathed againft us, and
SUBMIT Or PERISH Is the fanguinaliy decree—why
then
I canvor clofe the fentence——Indulge a Mi-
nifter of Jesus! My foul fhrinks back
with horror from the tragic fcene of fraternal
flaughter——and the free ipirit of the citizen is
arrefted by the tendernefs of Gofpel Love.
Gracious Gop! ftop the precious effufion of

Britifh and American blood too precious
| C to
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to be fpilt in any other caufe than the joint in-

’

tereft of both againft a ccmmon foe 1.

Pained, - as T am at this melancholy profped,
I mean.not, however, to decline addfeﬁ'mg you
in your military capacity, and fuggefling {uch a
conduct for the prefervation of your temporal
rights, as by the blefling of Heaven, will be
moft likely to enfure you fuccefs. | |

¢ STaxDp rFasT”® then,

I. « Siard foft” by a ftrong Faith and De-
pendence upon Jesus CHrist, the great Cap-
tain of your Salvation. Enlhit under the Ban-
ner of his Crofs. And let this motto be writ-
ten upon your hearts : In boc figno 'z;izzm', “ Un-
der 1iis Stendard thou jbal: overcome.”

11.  Stand faff” by a virtuous and unfhaken
Uwvanmity.  Of fuch an unanimity, you have
a moft ftriking example now before. your eyes
~—— three millions of people, or a vaft majority
of them, bound by no other ties than thofe of
hnn%r and public virtue, voluntarily fubm't..mﬂ'
to the wile Political Determinations of 2an Ho-

| - nourable
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nourable Council of Delegates affmbled by

their own free and unbiafled choice. Awvail

yourfelves of this illuftrious example, Be una-

nimous in your particular department, And as
one refraltory fpirit may defeat the beft-devifed
plan of eperations, and throw your whole Corps
into confufion, fee that this unanimity be pro-
ductive of a juft and becoming SusorpINATION,

Remember, the Gentlemen who commahd
you are your Neighbours, Friends and Fellow-
Citizens, who have their Arr at ftake as well ag
you. Theirauthority has not been impofed unon
you, They were invefted with it by yourfelves,
'Tis- furely your part then to fupport them in
the juft execution of it ; not doubting, but that
on their part they will always confider, that they
are not called . to lord it over mercenaries, but

affcftionately to command Freemen and Fellow-
Sufferers. Accuftom yourfelves, therefore, to

difcipline now ; or elfe, when the day of trial
comes, (which Heaven avert!) you will too late
lament your unhappy neglett,

IIL. « §tand faft” by an undaunted Courace
and MacyaniMity, And liere give me leave
tQ
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to remind you, that there is a Kind of courage;
which feems to be merely animal or conftitutio-

——This may ftand a Soldier in good
ftead perhaps for a few moments amid the heat
and fury of a battle, when his blood and ipirits
are fet on fire by the warlike found of drums
and trumpets. But I would have you pofiefled
of more than this, even a courage that will
prove you to be good Chriftians, as well as good
Soldiers, a firm invincible fortitude of foul,
founded upon religion,, and the glorious hope of
a better world 3 a courage, that will enable you

nal.

mot only to withftand an arméd phalanx, to
pierce a fquadron, or force an entrenchment,
when the caufe of virtue and your country calls
you to fuch a fervice, but will {fupport you,
Iikewife, againft the principalities and powers of
darknefs, will ftand by you under the affaults of
pain and ficknefs, and give you firmnefs and con-
{olation’ amid all the horrors. of a death-bed
fcene.

Such a courags as this too will always be tem-
pered with prudence, humanity, and greatnefs
of foul. It will never degenerate into favage
eruelty and barbarity. If to fpread undiftin-

gufhing

L
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gulthing fuin and devaftation through a colins
try ; if with more than Gothic rage, to break
into the fweet retreats of domeftic felicity, and
drive the aged and the helplefs from their once
quiet habitations——O my Gop! if this be he-
roifm, if this be mlitary virtue——{uffer not
our people to learn the deftructive - art, Let
them rather continue to be injured and opprefied
themf{élves, than taught thus wantonly to injure
and opprefs others: This caution, however; is
tnneceffary to you. Permit me, then, only to
obferve, that in our prefent circumftances, we
contend not for Victory, but for Liberty and
Peace.

Nor et tmé difmifs this head of advice with-
out reminding you of the glorious ftand that
hath been already made for us by our northern

Brethren, and calling upon you to thank Hea-
ven for his .great. and, gracious interpofition.
Surely  the Lord of Hofts was with them”—
furely < the God of Facob was their refuge” —a
Drop a pious tear to the memory of the illuftri-
ous flain——and let them yet live i the annals
of American Freedom,

I_Laﬂ:liy,‘
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Laﬁly; “ Stand faff” by a fteady ConsTan-
¢y and Persevirance. Difficulties unlooked
for may yet arife, and trials prefent themfelves
fufhicient to fhake the utmeft firmnefs of human
fortitude. Be prepared, therefore, for the worft,
Suffer not your {pirits to evaporate by 'too vio-
lent ap ebullition now. Be not too eager 1o
bring matters to an extremity ; left you fhould
be ‘wearied out by a continued exertion; and
your conftancy fhould fail you at the moft im-
portant crifis. Coolly and deliberately wait for
thofe events which are in the hands of Provi-
dence, and depend wpon him alone for ﬁrencrzh
and €XP€dICn£&-fumi’d to your neceffities.

In a word, my Brethren—though the worft
fhould come—though we fhould be deprived of
all the conveniencies and elegancies of life ——
though we fhould be cut off from all our vfual

fources of commerce, and conftrained, as many

cf our poor Brethren have already been, to a.

bandon our prefent comfortable habitations
let us, neverthelels, ¢ fland fof”” as the Guar-

cians of LiserTy——And though we {hould
net be able to entertain the Heaven-born Maid,
with fuch affluence and fplendor, as we have k-

therto done, let us {tiil keep clofe to her fide, as
our
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our infeparable companion, preferve her from
the violence of her adverfaries, and, if at laft
neceflary, be-content to retire with her to thofe
peaceful, though homeiy rerreats of rural life,
in which fhe was firft entertained by our venera-
ble Anceftors——determined to contend to the
very laft for fuch an illuftrious Prize, and never
to part with her, but for the more fure and
compleat enjoyment of her bleflings in"a World
of Glory,

“ Now, therefore, be firong, O Zer;flvaézel? ang

be ftrong, O Fofbua, the fon of Fofedech the High-
przrgﬂ, and be firong, Q ye Counfellors, Generals,
and People of the Land 3 For I am with you, fﬂztb

the Lord of Hofts.—— Look unto me and be faved,
all ye ends of the earth 1’ Even {o, grant, thou

ereat and glorious Gop, that to thee only we
may look, and from thee experience that deli-

verance, which we afk, not for any merits of
our own, but for the fake and through the me-
rits of the dear Son of thy love CuristT Jesus
our Lord! To whom, with thee, O F ATHER,
and thee O BrEsSED Spir1T ! Three perfons I!‘L
one eternal Gop, be afcribed all honour, praife,
and dominion, now, henceforth, and forever !

FINIS



