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Y VHE Difcourfe *_Igb{cb I now gﬁr to tie

. Publick was drawn up on a very for-
yowful Occafion; the Death of a mofi defira-
ble Child, who was formed in fuch a Correfpon-
dence to my own Relifo and Temper, as 1o be
able to give me ¢ Degree of Delight, and con-
fequently of Difirefi, which I did not before

think it poffible I could bave received from « .

fittle Creature whe bad not quite paz@/eé;_z‘ed
ber Fifto Year. | :
Since the Sermon was preached, it bas pleafed
Gob 20 make the like Breaches on the Families
of feveral of my Friends; and, with Regard to
forhe of them, the Afffiction hath been attended
with Gircumfrances of yet forer Aggravation.
Tho' feveral of them are removed toa confider-

able Diftance from -me, and from each other,

I bhave born their Afffiltions ugon my Heart
with cordial Sympathy; and it is with a par:
ticular Defire of fervrng them, that I have un-
dertaken the fod Tafk of reviewing and tran-
feribing thefe Pagers; which may almof he
called the Minutes of my own Sighs and Jears,
over the poor Remaius of my-eldeft and (of his

Kind) deareft Hope, when they were not as yet

b

buried out of my Sight,

A2 *'ki'fée’;y-

1 4""!-‘ F R
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TLe_y are, indeed, full of Aﬁﬂzan, emd tg
be fure fome may think they are too full of it :
But let them conjider the Subjel?, and the Cir-
curiftances, and furely they will pardon it. T
apprebend, I could not have treated fuch a Sulye& |
coldly, bad I writ upon it many Years ago,
wheir I was unfaught in the School of Affliction,
and knew nothing of fuch a Calamity as thil,
but by Speculation or Repirt: How much 1%‘
could I do 1t, when Gob had touched me-in fo
tender a me and (to allude to a celebrated an-
-~ cienf Story,) called me out to appear on a publick
Stage, as with an Urn in my Hand, which con-
‘tained the Afbes of myownGhild! -~
- In fuch a [ad Situation Parents, at' leaft,
will forgive the Tears of a Parem‘ and thofe
Meltings of Soul which overflow 1n  the follow-

ing Pm'e.c I have not attempted to-run thro
the Camr'zzorz_—place of immoderate Gricf; but
bawe only felected a_few obvious Thoughts which
I found peculiarly futtable to myfelf 5 cmd Lblefs
Gob, Ican truly fay, they gave me a folid and
ﬁzé{i‘ant:czl Relief, under-a " Shock of Sorrow,
which would otherwife bave broken my Spirits.
. Onaycwn Experience; z‘bereﬂre I would re-
commend them to others, in the like Condition,
And let me intreat my Friends and Fellow-S zg‘"
ferers to remember, that it is not a low Degree
' Qf Submffion to the Divine Will, whici s called
Jor in the enfuing Difcourfe: It is compara-
tively an eafy Thing to bebave with external
-Decency, to refrain from bold Cenfures anid
wz‘mfwm Complaints, or to fpeak in the out-

- - - B (77 G?



ward Laﬂgzmge of Re:/' gmfzo?z But it is ot
[o eafy to get red of every repining Thought, and

to forbear taking 1t, in Jome Degree at leaft, un-
kindly, that the Gop whom we love and ferve,

in. whofe Friendfbip we bave long trifted and
rejoiced, fhould aft what, to Senfe, feems: fo
un ﬂzendly 4 Part : That be fhould take away a
Child ; and if & Child, that Child; and if that
Child,. at that Age; and if af that Age, with
this or that particular Circumfance, which
feems the very Contrivance of Providence to add
double Anguifb to the Wound ; dnd all this, 1when
be could ﬁ éafily bave recalled ; it 3 when we know
bitn, fo have done it for fo many others ; when

we fo' earneftly defired it; when we ﬁag?az‘ it Tvith
fuch Importunity, and yet, as we imagine, with

Jo much Submzffion too : ---That, notwithftanding

all this; be fhould tear 1f away 'wzz‘b an Inexord-
ble Hd?ld and leave us, it may be for a while,

under the Lmd without any extraordinary Com-

forts and Supports, to balance fo grievous a Iry-
al~=--In thef: Circumftances, not only to juflify,
but to ghorify Gob in all,—chearfully to it
Jeribe to bis Will~--cordially to approve it as
merciful and gracious,-—-[o as fo be able to [ay,
as the pious and excellent Archbifbop of Cam-
bray did, awhen bis Royal Pupil, and the Hopes
of a Naz‘zm were taken away -, < If there need-
““ ed no more than to move a Straw to bring hin
““ to' Life again, I would not do it, fince the
““ Divine Pleafure 15 otherwife” ---This;. this

is @ difficult Leflon indeed 5 a Trivmph of Clri-

JHan
{ The Duke of Burgundy. See Cambray’s Life, p. 320,



{ vi] |
ftian Faith and Love, which I fear many of us
are yet ta learn, B
But ket us follew after 1ty andwaich agginf?

the firft Rifing.of a contrary Temper, as moft

infurions to Gon, and prefudicial to ourfelves.
Lo preferve us againft it, let us review the Gon-
fdergtions now ¢0 be propofed, as what we are
- to digeft into our Hearts, and work into our
Thoughts and our Paffans, And I would bope,
that if we do ip good earueft make the Attempr,
we fhall find this D{[com;]f a coshing and [weet-
ensng Medicine, which may allay that inward
Hear and Sharpnefs, with whick, in a Gafe
ke ours, the Heart is often suflamed and
corroded. I commend it, fuch as it is, to the
Bleffing of the great Phyfcian, and could wifh
the Reader to make up its many Deficiencies,
&y Mr. ¥lavel’s 'Token for Mourners, and
Dyr. Grofvenor’s Mourner; o which, if it fuit
kis Relifb, ke may pleafe to add Sir William
Temple’s Effay on the Excefs of Grief:
Three Trafts which, in ther very dfﬁieﬂt
Strains ana Styles, 1 cannot but look wpon as
the Number of the beft which our Language,
or, perbaps, any other, has produced upon this
Subjelf. T
As for this litle Piece of mine, 1 quefiion
not, but, like the Generality of fingle-Sermons, ot
will foor be worn out and forgot. But in the
mean time, I would humbly hope, that fome ten-
der Parcat, whom Providence bas joined with
me in fad Similitude of Grief, may find fome
Conjolation from 1f, while firting by the C @ﬁ’f;lf
| v
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of a beloved Child, or mourning over its Grave,
And I particularly bope st, with Repard to
thofe dear and valuable Friends, whofe Sor-
rows, on theJike Occafton, have lately been added
to iy own. 1 -defire that, the’ they be uot ex-
fre'fs}ly named, ‘they would pleafe 1o confider this
Serdtion as mht affeFomately and velpeltfully
dedicated to thein ; and would;in Return, give
die a-Share in thesr Prayers, that all the Vi
ciffitudes of Life iy concur to guicken me in
the Duties of it, and to ripen me for thiit blef-
Jed World, where I hope nany of thofe dear De-
hights, whi ch are mow witheri ng' ‘around us,
will [pring Hp in fairer -and more durable

L

~ Northampton,
Jan, 31, 17367

POST-
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- POSTSCRIPT

- I Mdd eqﬁ.gy jbsw, 'wztb baw mucb Prqprzet I have
talled the dear Deceafed an-amiable and hopeful Child,
by.a great many little Stories, which Parents would pey-
-baps read with Pleafure, and Children might bear with
[orne Liprovement : Yet as I cannot be fure that no others
may bappen fo read the Dzﬁaztrfé, I dare not truft my
Pen and my Heart, on [o delicate a Salyefz‘ One Cir-
cunfiance I will bowever venture to mention, (as I fee
bere 15 a Blank Page left, ) which may indeed be ca;ﬁder’d
‘as a Specimen of many others. - As [pe was a great
Darling with moft of our Friends that knew ber, fbe
often veceived Invitations to different:Places at the ﬂzm&‘
Tiine 5 and when I once afked ber, .on fuch an Occafion,
what made cvery Body love her fo well 5 fhe anfier'd

e, (with that Stmplicsty and Spiritywhich alas ! charm’d
sme too much, ) Indeed, Pappa, I cannot think, unlefs
1t be becaufe 1 love every Body. A4 Semz'm_ﬁm obvions
to the Underflanding of a Child, yet not unworthy the
Reflection of the wifeff Man *,

* Tibi monftrabo Amatorium {ine Medicamento, fine Her-
hie, {ine ulhins Venefice Carmine, Si wis amavi, ama. SER.

2 Kings



2 Kites IV, 2¢, 26,

And it came to pafs when the Man of GOD ﬁzw

ber afar off, that be faid to Gebazi bis Ser-
vant, Belbold, yonder o5 that Shunamite : Run

mow, I pray thee, to meet ber; and fay unto
her, Is it well wzt/a thee 2 Is ot well with
tbmf H; uﬂaﬂd 2 Is 12 well with the Child 2
And fhe anfwered, IT 15 WELL.

H EN the Apo&le would encourage

our Hope and Truft in the Tender-
nefs of, Cllrlft as the great ngh Prictt,
and conyince us that he is capable of being ‘touch-
ed with a fympathetlck Senfe of our Inﬁrmmes,
he argues at-large from this Conﬁderanon, that
Jefus was in all Points tempted like us; fo that as. be
bimfelf bas fuffer'd, being tempied, be émws biw miore
compaflionately 70 Jfugconr thofé that are undef
the llke Trals?, Now this mui’c furely mtlmate,
that it is not in human Nature, even in its moft
perfec State, fo tenderly to commlferate any Sor-
TOWS, 45 thofe which our own Hearts have felt :

As we cannot form a’ erfe& Idea of any bitter
Ji,md of: Draught, by thc moﬁ: exadt Defcnptlon,

il we have ourfelyes tafted it Tt is probably for
this, Rea[on, amongift others, that GOD [requently

.exermfcs fuch as, have the Honour to be inferior
Shepherds ‘in the Flock of Chrift, with a long

B . Tram

¢ Heb, iv. 15 mm—ii. 18,
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Train of various Aﬂiéﬁons, that we may be oble to
comfort thein who are in the like Trouble, with thefe
Confolations with which we bave ourfelves been comfori-
¢d of GOD®. And, if we have'the Temper which
becomes our Ofﬁ-::e, it will greatly reconcile us to
cur Trials, to confider, that from our weeping
Eyes, and our bleeding Hearts, a Balm may be
exiraCted to heal the Sorrows of others, and a
Cordial to revive their fainting Spirits. May we
never be left to fink under our Burden, in fuch a
manner, that there thould be room, after all that
we have boafted of the Strength of religious Sup-
norts, to apply to us the Words of Elzpmz to Fob <,

Fhaon baft firengthen’d the weak Hands, and upheld hin
ihat was ready 19 fell 5 but mow it is come upon thee,
gid ihsu fainseft s it touches theey and thow art troubled!
May we never behave, as if the Confolations of GO D
were finall®y left it thould be as when a Standard-

Beayer fﬁfﬂtﬁ&b , and whole Companies of Soldlers
are threwn tnto Confufion and Diftrefs!

My Friends, you are Witnefles for me, that I
have not ftood by as an unconcerned Spe@ator
amidft the Delolations of your refpective Families,
when Gop’s awful Hand hath been lopping off
thofe tender Branches from them, which were once
our common Hope and Delight. I have often
put my Soul 1n the fread of yours, and endeavour’d
to give fuch a Turn to my publick as well as my
ipuvare Diicourfes, as might be a means of com-
pofing and chearing your Mmds and forming you
0 a fubmiffive Temper, that you might Ze ﬁtb_;eﬁ
15 1he Father of Spiritsy and lvef, In “this View I

ave, at diiferent Tlmes largely infifted on the
Example of Azron, who beld bis peace ¢, when his
w0 eldeft Sons were fruck dead in 2 Moment by

Fire

"f__é Cor. 5-4. ¢ Jobiv, 3,——-5 4 Job xv. 11.
©liz. x. 18, Y Heb xiiig. &Lev.x 3.
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Fire from the Lord, which deftroyed them in the
very At of their Sin; and I have al{o reprefented

that of Fob, who, when the Death of ten Children’
by one Blow was added to the Spoil of his great
Poﬁ'eﬁions, could fay, 7be¢ Lord gave, and the Lord

bath taken away y blefled be the Name of the Lord™.
The Inftance which 1s here before us, 1s not in-
deed {fo memorable as thefe ; but to prefent Cir-
cumftances it is, in many Refpects, more fuitable
And it may the rather deferve our Notice, as 1t
fhews us the Wildom, Compofure, and Piety of
one of the weaker and tenderer Sex, on an Occa-
fion of {uch aggravated Diftrefs, that had Asron or
Fob behaved juft as the did, we muft have ac-
knowledged, that they had not funk benecath the
Dignity of their Character, nor appear’d unworthy
of our Applaufe, and our Imitation,

InpEED there may be fome Reafon to imagine,
that 1t was with Defign to humble thofe who are
1n diftinguifh’d Stations of Life, and who have
peculiar Advantages and Obligations to excel in
Religion, that Gop has fhewn us 1n Scripture as
well as in common Life, fome bright Examples of
- Plety, where they could h'udly have been ex-
pected in {o great a Degree 5 and hath, as it were,
perfetted Praife out of the Mouths of " Babes'and Suck-
fings'. Thus when Zacheries*, an aged Prieft,
doubted the Veracity of the Angel which '1ppmred
to affure him ot the Birth of his Child, which wis
to be produced m an ordinary Way Mary, an
obfcure young Virgin, could believe a far more
unexampled Event, and faid, with humblé Faith
and thankful Confent, Bebold the Hand-maic of the
Lord, be it .unlo me accerding to thy Werd.  Fonab
“the Prophet, tho’ favour’d with fuch immediate

B 2 Revelations,

. B Jabi zr. 1 Matth, xxi, 18, k Tuke 18,.
L Ibid. ver, 38. - +
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Revelations, and fo lately delivered, in a mira-
culous Way, from the very Belly of Hell™, was
thrown into a moft indecent Tranfport of Paffion,
on _the withering of a Gourd 3 {o that he prefumed
to tell the Almighty to his Face, that be did well
to bz angry even unto Death™: Whereas this pious
‘Woman preferves the Calmnefs and Serenity of her
‘Temper, when fhe had loft a Child, a Son, an only
Child, who had been given beyond all natural
Hope, and therefore to be fure was fo much the
dearer, and the Expeftation from him fo much
the hugher. Yet are thefe Expetations dafh’d al-
moft in a Moment ; and this, when he was grown
up to an Age when Children are peculiarly enter-
taining ; for he was old enough to be with his Fa-
ther in the Field, where no doubt he was divert-
ing him with his fond Prattle; yet he was not too
big to be laid os bis Motber’s Kuees°, when he came
home complaining of his Head ; {o that he was
probably about five or fix Years old. This amia-
ble Child was well in the Morning, and dead by
Noon; a pale Corpfe in his Mother’s Arms! and
he now /lay drad in the Houfe 3 and yet . fhe had the
Faith, and the Goodnefs to fay, < It is well”>
~ T'urs good Woman had found the ‘Prophet
Elifba grateful for all the Favours he had. received
at her Houfe ; where fhe had from time to time
‘accommodated him 1n his Journies, and thought
it an' Honour rather than an Incumbrance. She
‘had experienced the Power of his Prayers, in an-_
iwer to which the Child had been given; and ’tis
‘extremely probable, that fhe alfo recollefted the
Miracle which Elijab had wrought a few Years
before, tho? till that Time the like had not been
‘known in Hael, or on Earth; Imean, in raifing
" irom the Dead the Child of that Widow of
- | - Sarepia,
= Jon, 1. 2z,  ®Ibid. iv. g ‘2 nga iv. 18, 20,
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Sarepta®, Who had nourithed him during the Fa-
mine, She might therefore think it a poffible
Cafe, that the Miracle might be renewed ; at leaft,
fhe knew not how to comfort herfelf better, than
by going to {0 good a Friend,: and afking his
Counfels and his Prayers, to enable her to bear
her Affli¢tion, if 1t muft not be removed *.
AccorpinGLy fhe hafted to him; and he, on
the other fide, difcovered the Temper of a real
Friend, in the Meffage with which he fent Gebazi
his Servant to meet her, while Jfoe was yet afar off.
The Moment fhe appeared, the Concerns of her
whole Family feem to have come into his kind
Heart at once, and he particularly afks, Is i well
with thee 2 Is it well with thine-Hufband 2 Is it well
with the Child 2 A beautiful Example of ‘that affec-
tionate Care for the Perfons and Families of ‘theix
Friends, which Chriftian Minifters (who, like the
Prophets of old, are called Mx-of God3) fhould
habitually ‘bear about in -their ‘Hearts ; -which
thould be awakened by:every:Sight of them, iand
exprefled on'every proper Occafion. o
Her Anfwer was very-remarkable: She faid, It
s wéll. ‘Perhaps the meant this, to divert.the. more
- particular Enquiry of the Servant ; as the had before
‘made- the fame Anfwer to her Hufband, when he
-had examined into the Reafon of'her intended
Journey, as probably not knowing of the ifad
Breach: which had been made: She fasd, It is well™
which was a civil way of intimating . her.:Defire
that he would not afk any more particular. Que-
ftions. -But I cannet fec -any Reafon to reftrain
‘the Words - to "this: Meaning -alone: ‘We -have
'%mund* to believe, from the! Piety fhe exprefled: in
- her firft Regards to Efifbz, and- the Opportunities
. | - - which

P 1 Kings xvii: 17, & fy. * * See Henry, in loc,
Vv 11, 2 Timeiin 17, r z Kingsiv, 23.



[ 6]

which fhe had of improving 11 Religion by the
frequent Converle of that holy Man, that when
the ufed. this Language, fhe intended thereby to
exprefs her Reﬁc'rnatlon to the Divine Will in Wha.t
had lately pafs’d And this might -be the Mean-
ing of her Heart, (tho’ one lgnomnt of the Par-
ticalars of her Cafe, might not fully underftand it
from fuch ambiguous Words; ) ¢¢ Iz is well on the
“ whole. Though my Family be affiicted, we
¢ are affiited in Faithfulnefs ; tho’ my dear Babe
“ be dead, yet my Heavenly Father is juft, and
¢« he 1s good in all. He knows how to bring
¢ Glory to himfelf, and Advantage to us, from
¢ this Stroke. Whether this Application do, or
¢ do not fucceed, whether the Child be, or be
<¢ not reftored, i zs full well; well with him, and
¢ guell with us 3 for we are 1n fuch wife and fuch
¢¢ oracious Hands, that 1 would not allow one
¢ murmuring Word, or one repining Thought.”
So that, on the whole, the Sentiment of this good
Shuncmite was much the fame with that of Hexze-
kiah, when he anfwered to that dreadful Threat-
ning which imported the Deftruction of his Chil-
dren, Good is the Word of the Lord which be bath
fpoken= 5 or that of Job, when he heard that all his
Sons and his Daughters were crufhed under the
Ruins of their elder Brother’s Houfe,and yet (in the

fore-cited Words) &lefled the Natie of the Lord.
Now this 15 the Temper to which, by divine
Afiiftance, we fhould all labour.to bring our own
Hearts, when Gop puts this bitter Cup into our
‘Hands, and zekes axay with o Stroke thofe dear
Little-ones, which were the Defii2 of our Eyest, and
~ the Joy of our Hearts. Let us not content our-
{elves, in fuch Circumftances, with kegping the Dosi
of our Lips©, that we break not out into any Inde-
cencies

s Ha, xxxix. 8. f Ewk. zxivi6,  ® Pll zhi 3.
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cencies of Complaint 3 let us not attempt to harden
ourfelves againft our Sorrows by a ftern Infenfibi-
lity, or that fullen Refolution which {ometimes
fays, It is a Grief, and I muf} bear itV 5 but let us
labour, (for 2 great Labour 1t will indeed be,) to com-
pofe and quiet our Souls, calmly to acquiefce in this
painful Difpenfation, nay, cordially to approve it
as in prefent Circumftances every Way fit,

It will be the main Bufinefs of this Difcourfe,
to prove how reafonable fuch a Temper is, or to
fhew how much Caufe Chriftian Parents have to
borrow the Language of the Text, when their In-
fant Offspring 1s taken away, and to fay with the

‘plous Shunamite, 1n the nobleft Senfe that her Words
will bear, —1¢ 75 well,

Anp here T would more particularly thew,~-It
is well in the general, becaufe Gop does 1t :--It is
furely well for the pious Parents in particular, be-
caufe it is the Work of their Covenant Gop :--They
may fee many Refpefts in which it 15 evidently
fo, by obferving what ufeful Leflons it has a Ten-
dency to teach them:---And they have Reafon to
hope, it 1s well with thofe dear Creatures whom
Gop hath removed In their early Days.

Tuzse are furely convincing Reafons to the
Underftanding : Yet who can fay, that they fhall be
Reafons to the Heart ? Arife, O GOD, and plead
thine own Canfe* in the moft effeCtual Manner!
May thy powerful and. gracious Voice appeafe the
fwelling Billows of the Paffions, and produce a
great and delightful Calm 1n our Souls, in which
we may yet enjoy thee and ourfelves, tho’ a Part
of our Treafure be for the prefent fwallowed up!

I. THERE

w Jer. x. 19, * Pfal, Ixxiv, 22,
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i. Tuere isfurely Reafon, in fuch a Cafe, to
fay i is well,—becaufe Gop doth it.
Tuis pal’d for an unanfwerable Reafon with
David, 1 was dumb, I opened not my Mouth, becoufe
thon didf it ¥ , and with good old £/, under a fe-
verer ‘Tryal than ours, [z is the Lord, let bim dp as

feeneth good in bis Sight*.  And fhall We objelt a-
gainft the Force of it ? Was it 2 Reafon to Dafwd

and to EF, and is it not equally {o to us? Or have

We any new Right to reply againfp GOD*, which
thofe emment Samnts had not?

His kingdoms ruleth over all® 5 and there is w0t o
much as ¢ Sparrow that falls to the Ground withous
our Fatber, but the very Hairs of qur Head are dll
number’d® by him. Can we then imagine that our
-dear ‘Children fall anto their-Graves: without his
“Notice or Interpofition? Did that watchful Eye
“that keepeth Ifrael, now, for the-ficlt time, fymber-and
Jleep®, -and an ‘Enemy lay hold-on that fatal Mo-
sment:to bear away thefe precious Spoils, and bu-
ry -our Joys and -our Hopes in :the Duft? Did
{fome ‘malignant :Eland .ftop -up the Avenues of
Life, and bredk 1its Springs, {o .as to -baffle all
the Tendernefs of the Parent, and all the -Skill
sof the :‘Phyfician ? “Whence: does fuch 2 Thought
‘eome, and whither would it:lead ? "Difeafes and
‘Accidents are but fecdnd:Caufes, : which gwe all
their Gperations:to the continued Energy. of .the
<reat original:«Caufe. ‘Therefore Gop fays, .7 awill
:Bevecve thein of - Children© 5 I :take -away the | Defire
-6f - ¥hine -Eyes with @ Siroke*, He Ehangeth -thetr
‘Counienance, -and fendeth them away®. Thon Lord
turngt “Man to Defiruition, and -[ayeft, Return ye
Children
. YPhlxxxix.g.  * 1Sam.iii.18. 2 Rom. ix. 20
b Pfal. ciii. 19, ¢, Matt. x. 29, 30, 9 Pfal. cxxi. 4.

¢ Jer. xv. 7. T Ewk. xxiv. 16. -& - Job x1v. 20.
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- Children of Men™ And what Thall we fay? Are
not the Adminiftrations of his Providence wife and
oood ? Can we zeach bim Knowleage'? Can we tax
him with Injuftice? Shall the Moft High Gobp
learn of us how to govern the World, and be in-
{trutted by our Wifdom when to remove his Crea-

tures from one Srate of Being to another? Or do
we 1nagine that his Admuniftration, In the gene-

ral lerht and Good, varies when he comes to
souch ouy Bone and our Flefh*? Is that the fecret
Language of our Soul, ¢ That /¢ is well, others
¢ thould drink of the Cup, but not We ; that any
“ Families but ours fhould be broken, and any
“ Hearts but ours fhould be wounded ?* Who
might not claim the like Exemption? and what
would become of the Divine Government in gene-
ral 5 or where would be his obedient Homage
from his'Creatures, if each fhould begin to com-
plain, as foon as it comes to his own Turn to fuf-
fer? Much fitter is it for us to conclude, that our
own Afflittions may be as reafonable as thofe
of- others; that amidft all the Clouds and Dark-
nefs of his prefent Difpenfation, Righteoufnefs and
Judgment are the Habitation of bis Throne's and, in
a word, that 7¢ is well, becaufe Gop hath done it.
It ﬁuts the general Scheme-of the Divine Provi-
dence, and to an ebedlent fubmiffive Creature that
mwht be enough ; butitis far from being all, For,

II. Prous Parents, under fuch a Difpenﬁtion,
may conclude it is well for them i particular,
—--becaufe he, ‘who hath done it, 1s their Co-
venant Gop.

THis is the great Promife, to which all the

Saints under Lhe Old and New Teftament are
- C Heirs,

hPlal.xc, 3, 1 Job xxi.22. kX Ibid. il 1Pl
XCyli. 2. - |
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Heirs, Iawill be to themn a God, and they fball be to me a
Pesple™ : And if we are interefted 1n 1t, the happy
Confequence 15, that we being his, all our Con-
cerns are his alfo ; all are humbly refigned to him,
——and gracloufly adminifter’d by him,—and 1n-
comparably better Bleflings beftowed and fecured,
than any which the moft afflictive Providence can
TEIOve.

Ir we have any Share in this everlafting Cove-
nant, all that we are or have, muft, of courlfe,
have been [oleinily [urrender’d to Gop, Andthisisa
‘Thought peculiarly applicable to the Cafe imme-
drately in view. “ Did I not,” may the Chriftian,
in fuch a fad Circumftance, generally fay, « did I
“ not, 1n a very folemn Manner bring this my
¢« Child to God in Baptifm, and in that Ordi-
« nance recognize his Right to it? Did I not,
 with all humble S/bje&zm to the Father of S_pz—
“ 715", and Fatber of Mercies®, lay it down at his
“ Feer, perhaps with an exprefs, at leaft to be
< fure with a tacit Confent, that it fhould be dif-
«“ poled of by him, as his infinite Wifdom and
« Goodnefs fhould direét, whether for Life or for
“ Death? And am I now to complan of him,
“ becaufe he has removed not only a Creature of
< his own, but one of the Children of his Family ?
“ Or {mll I pretend, after all, to {fet up a Claim
“ 1n Oppofition to his? A Heathen Parent, even
“ from the Light of Nature, might have learn’d
“ flent Submiffion : How much more then a
“ Chniftian Parent, who hath prefented his Child
““ to Gop 1 this 1nitiatory Ordinance 3 and per-
“ haps alio many a time, both before and fince,
‘“ hath preien:.ed himfelf at the Table of the Lord!
“ Have I not there taken that Cup of Blefings,

¢t with

M Heb. viil, 10, @ Ibid. xii. 9. ° 2 Cor 1, 3.
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« with a declared Refolution of accepting every
« other Cyp how butter foever 1t might be, which
“ my heavenly Father thould fee fit to put into my
« Hond?? When I have perhaps felt fome painful
«« Fore-bodings of what I am now- fuffering 3 I
“ have, in my own Thoughts, particularly fin-
« gled out that dear Object of my Cares and my
« Hopes, to lay it down anew at my Father’s
« Feet, and fay, Lord thou gaveft it to me, and I
““ yefign it to thees continue,or remove it, as thou pleafeft.
““ And did I then mean to trifle with Gop ? Did
“ I mean in effect to fay, Lord, I will give it up,
“ if thou wilt not take 1127’

Rerrect farther, I befeech you, on your
Jecret Retirements, and think, as furely fome of
you may, ¢ How often have I there been on my
“ Knees before Gop on account of this Child;
“ and what was then my Language? Did I fay,
“ Lord, Iabfolutely infift on its Recovery; I can-
““ not, on any T'erms or any Confiderations what-
“ foever, bear to think of lofing it?” Sure we
were none of us fo indecently tranfported with the
fondeit Paffion, as to be {o rafb with our Mouths
as 2o utter fuch Things before the Great Gop 9. Such
Prefumption had deferv’d a much heavier Punifh-
ment than we are now bearing, and, if not re-
tralted, may perhaps ftill have it.—Did not one
or another of us rather fay, * Lord, I would hum-
“ bly intreat, with all due Submiffion to thy fupe-
“ rior Wifdom and fovereign Pleafure, that my
“ Child may live; but if it muft be otherwile,
“ not my Will, but thine be done™ 2 1 and mine are
“ 1n thine Hand, 4o with me, and with them, as
«“ fecineth good in thy Sight*”. And do we now

| C2 blame

P John xviii. 11. 9 Ecclefiv. 2, = Matt. xxvi. 39.
5 2 Sam. xv. 26. |
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blame ourlelves for this? Would we unfay i
again, and, if poffible, take ourfelves and our
Children out of his Hands, whom we have o of-
ten owned as all-wife and all-gracious, and have
cnolen as our great Guardian and theirs ?

LT 1t farther ve.confider’d, itis doné by that
Gop who has aceepted of this Surrender, fo as to
undertake the Adminiftration of our Affairs: « He
“ 15 become my Covenant Gop in Chrift,” may
the Chriftian fay; “and, in confequence of that
 Covenant, he hath engaged to manage the Con-
 cerns and Interefts of his People fo, that all
“ Toings fball work together for good to them that love
“ hint: And do I not love him? Anfwer, Oh
“ my Heart, doft thou not love thy Gop much

“ batter han all the Bleflings which Earth can
¢« boaft, or which the Grave ha:.h fwallowed up?
Wouldft thou refign thine Intereft in him to

recover thefe precious Spolls, to receive this dear
« Child from the Duft, a thoufand times fairer

“ and {weeter than before ? Rather let Death de-
vour every remaining Comfort, and leave me

alone with him; with whom when I indeed
am, [ mifs not the Creatures, but rather rejmce
n Lhen' Abfence, as I am then more intire with

“ Liiin whoit fy S S‘aﬂl loveth. And if 1 do indecd
“love him, this Promife 1s mine, and aff Things,
< and therefore this {ad Event in particular, fall
““ woik togeiher for my good.  Shall T not then fay,
¢ Itiszwell 2 \Vhat 1if it exceeded all the Stretch
“ of my Thoughts, to conceive how it could, in
any Inftance, be fo? What are my narrow Con-
“ ceptiens, that they fhould pretend to circum-
“ {cribe nfinite Wildom, Faithfulnefs, and Mer-

1 Cy?

44

44

24

£e

* Rom. yiil. 28.
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« cy? Let me vather, with Abrabam, give Glory, to
«« God, and in Hope believe againt Hope»®,

OxcEe more ; let us confider how many.invaly-

able Bleffings are given us by this Covenant, and
then judge whether we have not the utmoft Reafon

to acquielce 1n fuch an Event of Providence. ¢ If
« T am 1n Covenant with God,” may the Believer
fay, ¢ then he hath pardoned my Sins, and re-
« newed my Heart, and hath made his blefled

94

Spirit dwelling in me, the facred Bond of an

« everlafting Union between him and my Soul.

¢C
¢C
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« He is leading me through the Wildernefs, and

will, ere long, lead me out of it to the heavenly

Canaan. And how far am I already arrived in

my Journey thither, now that I am come to’the
Age of lofing a Child! And when Gop hath
done a}l this for me, is he rathly to be fufpected
of Unkindnels? He that [pared not bis own Son™,
he that gave me with him his Spirit and his
Kingdom, why doth he deny, or why doth he
remove, any other Favour? Did he think the
Life of this Child too great a Good to grant,
when he thought not Chrift and Glory too pre-
cious? Away with that Thought, Oh my un-
believing Heart, and with every Thought
which would derogate from fuch rich amazing
Grace, or would bring any thing in comparifon
with it. Art thou under thefe Obligations to

“ him, and wilt thou yet complain ? With what

Grace, with what Decency canft thou difpute
this, or any other Matter, with thy Gop ? #has

““ Right have I yet to cry any more to the King 2%

]

U Rom, iv. 18, 20. ¥ Ibid, v, 32.
XiX, 28,

Would any of you, my Brethren, venture to fay,

What tho’ I be a Child of Gop, and an Heir

4 4 of

¥ 2 &am,
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< of Glory, it mattets not, for my Gourd is wi-
<¢ thered 5 that pleafant Plant which was opening
< T fait and 1o delighttal, under the Shadow of
¢ which I expected long to have fate, and even
¢ e Rock of Ages cannot thelter me fo well? T
<« can behold that beloved Face no more, and
< therefore I will not look upward to behold the
<« Face of Gop, I will not look forward to Chrift

< and to Heaven ?* Would this, my Friends, be
the Language of a real Chriftian? Nay, are there

not many abandon’d Sinners who would tremble
at fuch Expreffions ! Yet s it not in effect the Lan-
cuage of our tumultuous Paffions, when, like
Rgcbef, we are mouraing for our Cb:,drefz and il
#of be comforied, becanfe they are not¥ @ Is it not our
Language while we cannot, like the pious Shuia-
mife in the Text, bring our affli¢ted. Hearts to fay,
It £5 wwell €

III. Pious Parents, in fuch a Circumfltance,
have farther Realon to fay, Ir is well,-—as
they may obferve an apparent Tendency in
fuch a Difpenfation to teach them a Vartety
of the moit iftruftive and ufeful Leons, n
2 very co*wncmcr and effectual Manner.
I _] 1% Obfervation of Selowsiz, that the Rod
of give Wifdsrm® 5 and us peculiarly appli-
1LC‘1 a Ch mﬂfemejt of our heavenly Ka-
fhouid therefore be our great Care to bear
i bim that baih ﬂj)"’ﬂ:ﬁﬁﬁ't” 7#23 and fo far
T""lde cy to teach us our Duty, and
ove the divine L fe 1n our Souls, we have
h t Realon to fay, that it 4s indeed el
ry Affliction hath in its Dzagree this kind
idency, and ’ts the very Reafon for which
we

o
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we are thus chaflened, that we may proft by our
Sorrows, and be made Partakers of God’s Holinefs®,
But this Difpenfation 15 peculiarly adapted, in a
very affecting Manner,—--to teach us the Vanity of
the World,-—to warn us of the Approach of our
own Death,----to quicken us in the Dutles incum-
bent upon us, efpecially to our furviving Children,
—-and to produce a more Intire Refignation to
the Divine Will, which is indeed the fureft Foun-
dation of Quiet, and Source of Happinefs.

I smavLinfift a little more particularly on each
of thele ; and I defire that 1t may be remembered,
that the Sight and Knowledge of fuch mournful
Providences as are now before us, thould, in fome
Degree, be improved to thele Purpofes, even by
thofe Parents whofe Families are moft profperous
and joyful: May they learn Wifdom and Piety
from what we fuffer, and thetr Improvements

fhall be acknowledged as an additional Reafon for
us to fay, It is wel.

1. Wuen Gop takes away our Children from

us, 1t 1s a very affeting Leflon of the Vanity
of the World.

TuERE 15 hardly a Child born 1nto 1t, on whom
the Parents do not lcok with fome pleafing Ex-
pectation that it thall comfort them concerning their
Labour ¢, 'This makes the Toil of Education eafy
and delightful : And truly *tis very carly that we
begin to find a Sweetnefs in 1t, which abundantly
repays all the Fatigue, Five, or four, or three,
or two Years, make Difcoveries which afford im-
mediate Pleafure, and which fuggeft future Hopes.
Their Words, their Actions, their very Looks
touch us, if they be amiable and promifing Chil-
dren, in a tender, but very powerful Manner ; their

> Heb. xii, 10. ¢ Gen, v. 29,
little
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fietle Arms twine about our Hedrts ; and thete is
fomething more penetrating 1n their firft broken
Accents of Indearment, than in all the Pomp dnd
Ornament of Words. Every Infant-Year increafes
the Pleafure, and nourithes the Hope. And where
1s the Parent fo wife and {o cautious, and fo con-
frantly intent on his Journey to Heaven, as not to
meafure back a few Steps to Earth again, on fuch
a plaulible and decent Occafion, as that of -
treducing the young Stranger intothe Amulements,
2y pe rhaps, where Circumftances will admit i it,
into the Elegancies of Life, as well as 1ts more
ferious and important Buﬁneﬁ;? What fond Calcu-
lations do we form of what it will Ze, from what #
751 How do we in Thought open every Bloflom
of Sprightlinefs, or Humanity, or Piety, to its
full Spread, and ripen it to a fudden Maturity!
But, oh, who fhall teach thofe that have never felt
1t, how it tears the very Soul, when Gop roots up
the tender Plant with an inexorable Hand, and
withers the Bud in which the Colours were begin-
ing to glow! Where is now our Delicht ? Where
is our Hope? Is 1t in the Coffin? Is it in the
Grave? Alas! all the Lovelinels of Perfon, of
Genius, a.*ld of Temper, ferves but to point and
to potfon the Arrow, which 1s drawn out of out
own Quiver to wound us. Vain, delufive, tran{-
tory Joys! ¢ And {uch, Oh my Soul,” will the
Chrifoan fay, ¢ fuch are thine earthly Comforts
¢« 1n every Child, in every Relative, in every
<« Pofleffion of Life; fuch are the Obje&ts of thy
¢« Hopes, and thy Fears, thy Schemes, and thy
<« Labours, where Earth alone 1s concerned. Let
<< me then, once forall, dire&t mine Eyes to ano-
< ther and 2 better S:ate. * From thefe broken Cr-
<c feriis, the Fragments of which may hurt me
“« indeed, but can no longer refreth me;-let me
«¢ look



[ 17 ]

«¢ look to the Fountain of lving Waters®, From
« thefe fetting Stars, or rather thefe bright but
<« yanithing Meteors, which make my Darknefs
«¢ {o much the more fenfible, let me turn to the
«c Futher of Lights, O Lord;, What wait 1 for ?
<« ‘my Hope is in 1hec®, my fure Abode, my ever-
«« lafting Confidence! My Gourds wither, my
< Childrendie; but the Lord liveth, and blelled be
““ sy Rack, and let the God of my Salvation be ex-
¢ altedf, 1 fee, in one Inftance more, the fad Ef-
“ felts of having over-loved the Creature ; let me
“ endeavour for the tuture, by the Divine Affi-
“ ftance, to fix my Affettions there where they
‘¢ cannot exceed ; but where all the Ardor of them
““ will be as much my Security and my Happi-
¢ nefs, as it is now my Spare and my Diftrefs.”

2, Tue Removal of our Children by fuch aw-
ful Strokes may warn us of the Approach of
our own Death,

Hzerepy Gop doth very fenfibly thew us, and
thofe around us, that all Fleh is as Grafs, and all
the Glory and Lovelinels of it like the Flower of the
Fielde,  And when our own Habitations are made
the Houfes of Mourning, and ourfelves the Leaders
in that fad Proceffion, 1t may furely be expelted
that we thould lay it to Heart, {o as to be quick-
en’d and improved by the View, ¢ Have my
“ Children died in the Morning of their Days, and
“ can I promife myfelf that I fhall fee the Evening
““ of mine? Now perhaps may I fay, 1n a more
“ literal Senfe than ever, Tbe Graves are ready for
“ meh, One of my Family, and fome of us may
““ add, the Firft-born of 1t, 1s gone as it were
‘“ to take Poffeffion of the Sepulchre in all our

D «¢ Names ;

@ Ter, il 13. e Pfal. xxxix.7. f Ibid. xviil. 46.
€ 1Pet. 1.2 B Jobxvihi,
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¢« Names ; and ere long I fhall lie down with my
¢« Child in the fame Bed; yea perhaps many of
‘¢ the Feet that followed it fhall attend me thather,
¢« Qur Duft fhortdy fhall be blended together ;
< and who can tell but this Providence might chief-
¢« ly be intended as 2 Warning Blow to me, that
¢ thefe concluding Days of my Life might be

y

*“ more regular, more {piritual, more ufeful than
¢ the former??”

3. Tue Providence before us may be farther
improved to quicken us in the Duties of Life,
and efpecially in the Education of furviving
Children. |

It 15, on the Principles I hinted above, an En-
gagement, that whatever our Hand findeth to do, we
feould do it with all our Might, fince 1t {o plainly
thews us that we are going io the Grave, wbhere there
is no Dzvice, nor Knowledge, nor Working': But
permit me efpecially to obferve, how peculiarly the
Sentiments we feel on thefe fad Occafions, may be
improved for the Advantage of our dear Offspring
who yet remain, and quicken us to a proper Care
in their religious Education.

We all fee that it is a very reafonable Duty,
and every Chriftian Parent refolves that he will ere
log apply himfelf to it ; but I am afraid, great Ad-
vantages are loit by a Delay, which we think we
can eafily excufe. Our Hands are full of a Variety
of Affairs, and our Children are yet very young:
We are therefore ready to imagine ’tis 4 good Hul-
bandry of Time to defer our Attempts for their
Infiruction to a more convenient Seafon *, when they
may be able to learn more in an Hour, than the
1abour of Days could now teach them ; befides that
we are apprehenfive of Danger in over-loading thelr

tender
' Ecclef. ix. 10. k A&s xxiv, 23,
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tender Spirits, efpecially when they are perhaps
under Indiipofition, and need to bediverted, rather
than gravely advifed and inftructed.

But I befeech you, my Friends, let us view the
Matter with that Impartiality, which the Eloquence
of Death hath a Tendency to produce, ¢¢ That
“ Jovely Creature that Gop hath.now taken away,
“ tho’ 1ts Days were few, tho’ its Faculties were
“ weak, yet might it not have known a great
“ deal more of Religion than it did, and felt a
“ great deal more of it too, had I faithfully and
“ prudently done my Part? How did it learn
“ Language fo foon, and in fuch a Compafs and
“ Readmefs? Not by multplied Rules, nor la-
“ bour’d Inftruction, but by Converfation. And
“ mught it not have learn’d much more of Divine
“ Things by Converfation too, if they had been
“ allowed a due Share in our Thoughts apd our
“ Difcourles ; according to the Charge given to
“ the Ifraelites, to talk of thein going out and coming
“ 1y bng down and rifing up' 2 How foon did 1t
“ learn Trifles, and retain them, and after its little
*“ way obferve and reafon upon them, perhaps with
a Vivacity that fometimes furprized me! And
had I been as diligent as I ought, who can tell
what Progrefs 1t might have made in Divine
“ Knowledge? Who can tell but, as a Reward to
“ thefe prous Cares, Gop might have put a Word
““ into 1ts dying Lips, which I might all my Life
“ have recolleCted with Pleafure, and ant of .iis
““ feeble Mouth inight bave perfetted Praife™ 2>

My Friends, let us humble ourfelves deeply be-
fore Gop under a Senfe of our paft Neglects, and
let us learn our future Duty, We may perhaps be
ready fondly to fay, ¢« Oh that 15 were peflible my
“ Child could be reftored to me again, tho’ it were

b 2 ¢ but

P Deut. vi, 7. = Matth, z1. 16,
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« but for a few Weeks or Days! how diligently
 would I attempt to fupply my former Deficien-
« cies!” Unprofitable Wifh! Yet may the
Thought be improved for the good of {furviving
Children. How fhall we exprefs our Affettion to
them ? Not furely by indulging all the Demands
of Appetite and Fancy, in many early Inftances
fo hazardous, and fo fatal; not by a Solicitude
to treafure up Wealth for them, whofe only Por-
ton may perhaps be a little Coffin and Shrowd.
No; our trueft Kindnefs to them will be-to en-
deavour, by Divine Grace, to form them to an
early Inquiry after Gop, and Chrift, and Heaven,
and a Love for real Goodnefs in all the Forms of
it which may come within their Obfervation and
Wotice, Let us apply ourfelves immediately to
this Tafk, as thofe that remember there is a double
Uncertainty, in their Lives, and in ours. In a
Word, let us be #lcf with regard to every Child
that yet remains, which we propofed and engaged
to be to that which is taken away, when we pleaded
with Gop for the Continuance of its Life, at leaft
for a little while, that it might be farther affifted

in the Preparations for Death and Eternity, It
fuch Refolutions be formed and purfued, the Death

of one may be the Meansof {piritual Life to many;

and we fhall furely have Reafon to fay 7 7s wel,
1f it teach us fo ufeful-a Leflon. | ' »

4. Tur Providence before us may have a {pecial
Tendency to improve our Refignation to the
Divine Will 3 and if it does {o, 1t will in-
deed be well.

THERE is furely noimaginable Situation of Mind
io fweet and {o reafonable, as that which we feel,
when we humbly refer ourfelves in all Things to
the Divine Difpofal, in an intire Suipenfion of our

| oWl
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own Will, feeing and owning the Hand of Gop,
and bowing before 1t with a filial Acquiefcence.
This is chiefly to be learn’d from fuffering ; and
perhaps there is no Suffering which is fitter to teach
it, than this. In'many otherAHh&mns there 1s
fuch a Mixture of human Interpofition, that we are
ready to 1magine, we may be allowed to complain,
and tochidea little, Indignation mingles itfelf with
our Grief 3 and when 1t does fo, it warms the Mind,
tho’ with a feverith Kind of Heat, and in an unna-
tural Flow of Spirits, leads the Heart into a For-
getfulnefs of Gop. But here it is fo apparently his®
Hand, that we muft refer it to him, and it will a
pear bold Im plety to quarrel at what is done. In
other Inftances we canat leaft flatter ourfelves with
Hope, that the Calamity may be diverted, or the
Enjoyment recovered; but here alas! t_here IS NO
Hope, ¢ Tears will'ﬁot > as * . Sir William Temple
finely exprefles 1, < water the lovely Plant fo as
“ to caufe it to grow again; Sighs will not give
‘ it new Breath, nor can we furnith i it with Life
‘ and Spmts by the Wafte of our own.,” The
Sentence is finally gone forth, and the laft fatal
Stroke irrecoverably given. Oppofition is vain ;
2 forced Submiffion gives but little Reft to the
Mmd a cordial Acqulefcence in the Divine Wil
is the only thing in the whole World that can eafe
the labouring Heart and reftore true Serenity.
Remalnmﬂ‘ CorruPtlon will work on fuch an Occa-
fion, and a pamful Struggle will convince the Chri-
fhan how imperfect his prefent Attainments are :
And this w1ll probably lead him to an attentive
Review of the great Reafons for Submiffion ; 1t
will lead him to urge them on his own Soul, and to
plead them with Gov in Prayer ; tll at lenﬂ'th the
dtorm Is laid, ‘and Tribulation worketh Pﬁzze;zce and
Pcz.a‘zem;e
* Temple's Bflays, Vol. L p. 178.
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Patience Experience, and Experience 2 Hope which
makéth mt afbamed, while the Love of God is {0 fhed:
abroad it the Heart®, as to humble it for every:
preceding Oppofition, and to bring it even to a
real Approbation of all that fo wile and good a
Friend hath done ;5 refigning every other Intereft
and Enjoyment to his Difpofal, and fitting down
‘mfth the fweet Refolution of the Prophet, 7ho’ the
Figtree do not blofom, and there be mo Fruit in the
Vane, &c. yer will 1 rejoice i the Lord, and joy i
tbe God of wy Sakvation®. And when we are brought
to this, the whole Horizon clears, and the Sun
breaks forth in 1ts Strength:

Now I appeal to every fincere Chriftian in this
Affembly, whether there will not beReafon indeed
to fay ## 75 well, if by this painful Affiction:we
more {enfibly learn the Vanity of the Creature; if
we are awakened to ferious Thoughts'of our own
fatter End ; if byit we are quickned in the Duties of
ife, and formed to a more intire Refigrfation of
Soul, and Acquiefcence in the Divine Will. -1 fhall
only add once more, and tis a Thought of dehight-

ful Importance,

IV. TuarT pious Parents have Reafon to hope,
4+ i awell with thofe dear Creatures who are
raken away in their early Days. |

I st £ not that the Word of Gop hath any where

pafled a damnatory Sentence on, any Infants 3 and if
¢ has not, I am fure we have no Authority to do it
efpecially confidering with how much Compafiion
the Divine Being fpeaks of them 1n the Inftance of
‘he Nincuites?, and on fome other Qccafions. Pet-

haps, as fome pious Divines have conjectured, they

may confiitute a very confiderable Part of the
| Number

~ ® Rom. v, 3,—~—35: © Hab, iil, 17, 18 _ £ Jonalt
1. ult.
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Number of the Ele&, and, as iz Adam they ol
died, they may i Chrift.all be made alive 3. At leaft,
methinks, from the Covenant which Gop made
with Abrabam, and his Seed, tbe Bleffings -of which
are come upon the believing Gentiles®, there is Reafon
to hope well concerning the Infant Offspring of
Gop’s People, early devoted, and often recom-
mended to him, that their Souls will be bound
the Bundle of Lifes, and be loved for their Parents
Sakes -,

It is, indeed, 1mpofiible for us to fay, how foon
Children may be capable of contraéting perfonal
Guilt. They are quickly able to diftinguifh, .in
fome Degree, between Right and Wrong ; and *tis
too plain, that they as quickly, in many Inftances,
forget the Diftinétion. 'The Corruptions of Na-
ture begin early to work, and fhew the Need of
fan@ifying Grace ; yet, without a Miracle, it can-
not be expected that much of the Chriftian Scheme
fhould be underftood by thefe little Creatures, in
the firft dawning of Reafon, tho’ a few evangeli-
cal Phrafes may be taught, and, fometimes, by a
happy kind of Accident, may be rightly applied.
The tender Heart of a Parent may, perhaps, take
a Hint, from hence to terrify-itfelf, and exafperate
all its other Sorrows, by that fad Thought, ¢ What
“ if my dear Child be perifhed for ever? gone
« from our Embraces, and all the little Pleafures
« we could give it, to everlafting Darknefs and
“ Pain?* Horrible Imagination! And Satan
may, perhaps, take the Advantage of thefe gloomy
Moments, to aggravate every little Infirmity into
a Crime, and to throw us into an Agony, which
no other View of the Affliction can poflibly give,
to a Soul penetrated with a Senfe of Eternity,

Nor

9 1 Cor. xv. 22. r Gal, 11 14, 5 1 Sam.-xxv. 20.
* Rom, xi, 28. '
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Nor do I know a Thought, in the whole Com afs
of Nature, that hath a more powerful Tendency to
produce {ufpicious Notions of Gop, and a fecret
Alienation of Heart from him.

Now for this very Reafon, methinks, we fhould
guard againft fo harfh a Conclufion, left we, at
once, injure the Divine Being, and torture ourfelves.
And, furely, we may eafily fall on fome Reflections
which may incourage our Hopes, where fittle Chil:
aren are concerned ; s and ’tis only of that Cafe that
I am now fpeakmcr Let us think of the blefled
Gop, as the great Parent of univerfal Nature;
whofe zender Mrcies are over all bis Works® 5 -who
declares that Judgment is bis ffrange Work®; who
is ery pitiful, and of tender Mercy ™, gracious and ful
of Compalfien ; who delighteth in MercyY 3 who watt-

th to be gracious®; and endureth, with :ﬂm‘b Long-
fuffering, even the Velfels of Wi oth fitted to Defsruc-
tion*, He intimately knows onr Frame®, and out
Circumf{tances ; he fees the Weaknefs of the unform-
ed Mind ; how forcibly the volatile Spirits are ftruck
with 2 thoufand new amufing Objeéts around. 1t,
and born away asa Feather before the Wind; and,
on the other hand, how, when Dlﬁempers feize it,
the feeble Powers are over-born in a Moment,
and render’d incapable of any Degree of Applica-
tion abd Attention. And, Lord, wilt thou open

thine Eyes on [uch a one, to Ermg it into {rit Fudp-
meni with thee©? Amidft all the Inftances of thy
Patence, and thy Bounty, to the moft abandon’d
of Mankind, are thefe little helplefs Creatures the

Ob_]E&S of thy ipeedy Vengeance, and ﬁnal Se-
veriry ?

LET
t Pial cxlv. g. v Jfa. xxvui, 2f1. ¥ James v. I
* Pial. exi. 4. Y Micah vii. 18. 2 Ifa, xxx. 18,

® Rom.ix, 22, b Phl ciil. 14. ¢ Job xiv. 3.
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LEer us farther confider, as it is a very coms-
Fortable Thought in thefe Circumftances, the com-
paflioniate Regard which the blefled Fefus exprefled
to little Children. He was much difpleafed with

thofe who forbad theiir being; brought to him § and
Joid, Suffer them 1o come unio e, and forbid them

wots for of fuchis the Kingdoin of GOD; and fak-
mg them up in bis Arins, be laid his Hands upon
them, and bleffed them ®. In another Inftance we are
told, that he o0k a little Child, (who appears to have
been old enough to come at his Call,)and fer bim ir
the Midft of bis Difeiples, and Jaid, Except ye become
as little Children, you fhall in no wife enter into the
Kingdom of Heaven®. May we not then hope that
many little Children are admitted into it? And
may not that Hope be greatly confitmed from
whatever, of an amiable and regular Difpofition,
we have obferved in thofe thatare taken away? If
we have feen @ Tendernefs of Confeicnce in any thing
which they apprebendedwonld difpleafe the great and good
GOD ; a Love to Truth; a Readinefs to attend on Di-
vine Worfbip, frow fome imperfeii Notion of its gene-
ral Defign, though the Particulars of it could not be
underftood 5 an open, candid, benevolent Heart y a ten-
der Senfe of Obligation, and a Defire, according to
their little Power, to repay it 5 miay we not hope that
thefe were fome of the firff Fruits of the Spirit,
which he would; in due Time, have ripened into
Chriftian Graces, and are now, on a fudden, pet-
fected by that great Almighty Agent who worketh

all, and in al]8? R
Surke I am, that this bleffed Spirit hath no 1n-
confiderable Work to perform on the moft efta-
E blifhed

% Mark x, 13,——16, ¢ Mat, xviii. 2, 3. f Rom,
vii, 23. & 1 Cer. xii. 6.

T 1blefs Gop, all thefe Things were very evident in that
aear Child, whofe Death occafioned this Difcourfe,
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blithed Chriftians, to finith them to a complete
Meetnefs for the Heavenly World: Would to
Gop,there were no greater Blemifhes to be obferv-
ed in their Charatter, than the little Vanites
of Chudren! With infinite Eafe then can he per-
fect whar 15 Iacking in their unfinithed Minds, and
pour out upon them, in a Moment, that Light and
Grace, which fhall quabfy them for a State, in
Comparion of which, ours on Earth 1s but Child-
hood or Iniancy.

Now what a noble Source of Confolation is here!
Then mdy the affectionate Parent fay, ¢ Iz is well,
‘¢ not only with me, but with the Child too: In-
<« comparably better than if my ardent Withes,
‘“ and 1mportunate Prayers for 1ts Recovery, had
<< been anfwered. I7 7s indeed well, if that beloved
¢ Creature be fﬂffe;z afleep in Chriffh 5 1f that dear
¢ Lamb be folded in the Arms of the compal-
¢ fionate Shepherd, and gathered into his graci-
¢ ous Bolom. Self-love mlcrht have led me 'to
<< with 115 longer Continuance here ; but if I truly
< Jpr:dmy Child with 2 folid, ratlonal Affection, 1
¢¢ fhonia much rather rgoice, to think if is gone to
<¢ a neavenly Father?, and to the World of perfect-
¢ ed Spiriis above. Had 1t been fpared to me,
‘“ how flowly could I have taught it! and in the
< tull Ripenefs of its Age, what had it been, when
¢ compzred with what 1t nrow 13! How 1s it fhot
“ up on a fudden, from the Converfe and the
¢“ Toys of Children, to be a Companion with
‘¢ Saints and Anggls, in the Employment, and the
“ Bleflednefs of Heaven! Shall T then complain
< of it as a rigorous Severity to my Family, that
« Gop hath taken it to the Family above? And
¢« what 1f he hath chofen to beftow the diftinguifh-
‘¢ ed Favour on thet one of my little Flock, who

& 1 Cor. xv. 18. i John xiv, 28.

£6 ‘vas
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<« was formed to take the tendereft Hold of my
¢« Heart? Was there Unkindnefs 1n that ? What
¢¢ if he faw, that the very Sprightlinefs and Soft-
““ nefs which made 1t to me fo exquifitely delight-
¢ tul, might, in Time, have betrayed 1t Into Ruin;
¢ and took this Method of (heltering it from
¢ Trials which had, otherwife, been too hard for
¢ 1t, and fo fixing a Seal on 1ts Charalter and
<« Happinefs? What if that ftrong Attachment
“ of my Heart to 1t, had been a  Snare to the
¢ Chlld and to me? Or what 1f 1t had been
«« otherwife ? Do I need additional Reafons to
‘¢ juftify the Divine Conduét,in an Inftance which
““ my Child 15 celebrating in the Songs of Hea-
«« yen? If it is a new and untafted AMiction to
‘¢ have fuch a tender Branch lopp’d off, it 15 allo
¢ anew Honour to be the Parent of a glorifred
¢ Saint.”  And, as good Mr. Howe exprefled it
on another Occafion, ¢ Jf GQD fe pieafed, ond
“¢ bis glorified Creature be pleafed, wiha are we that we
¢« fhould be difpleafed 2> *

<« Could I with, that this young Inhabitant of
‘«“ Heaven fhould be degraded to Earth again?
¢ Or would it thank me for that Wiih ¢ Would
‘¢ 1t fay, that it was the Part of a wile Parent, to
“¢ call 1t down from a Sphere of fuch exalted Ser-
¢ vices and Pleafures, to our low Life here upon
‘¢ Farth? Let me rather be thankful for the plea-
¢ fing Hope, that tho® Gop loves my Child too
< well to permit it to return to me, he will cre
« long bring me to 1t. Anc then that enceared
«¢ paternal Affettion, which would have oeen a
<« Cord to tie me to Farth, and have added new
<« Pangsto my Removal fromit, will be asa golden
¢ Chain to draw me upwards, and add one far-
“ ther Charm and Joy even to Paradile wlelf.”

E 2 - And
¥ Hewe's Life, pag. 52. Fal. Edit. '
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And oh, how great a Joy! to view the Change,
and to compare that dear Idea, fo fondly laid up, - fo
oiten reviewed, with the now giorious Original,
in the Improvernents of the upper World! To
borrow the Words of the facred Writer, in a very
different Senfe ? «¢ I faid, Fwas defolate and bereaved of

<< Children, andwha bath brought up thefe 2 I was left
“ alonzy and thefe where bave they been?* Was this
“ my Defolation ? this my Sorrow? to part with
< thee for a few Days, that I might receive thee for
ever !, and find thee what thou now art!® It 1s
for no Language, but that of Heaven, to defcribe
che facred ]0 which fuch 2 Meeting muit accafion.
Ix the mean time, Chriftians, let us keep up the
lively Expettation of it, and let what has befallen us
draw our Thoughts upwards Perhaps they will
fometimes, betorx. we are aware, [ink to the Grave,
and dwell in the Tombs that contain the poor -
Remains of what was once {fo dear to us. But let
them take Flight from thence to more noble, more
Jw*htﬁﬂ Sceues And I will add, et the Hope
we have of the Happinefs of our Children render
Gon ftiil dearer to our Souls, We feel a very
tender Senfe of the Kindnefs which our Friends ex-
prefled towards them, and think, indeed wvery
juftly, that their affectionate Care for them lays a
lafuing Obligation upon us. What Love then, and
what Service do we owe to thee, oh gracious Fa-
ther, who haft, we hope, received them into thine
rioufe above, 2nd art now entertaining them there
with unknown Delight, tho? our former Methods
of Commerce v'ifh them be cut off! < Lord,”
fhould each of us fay in fuch a Cale, < I Would
¢ take what thou art doing to my Child as done.
“ to my felf, and as a Specunen and Earneft of
 what fhall thortly be done.” [ is therefore well.

I"rl

(44

= I, xbix, =1, i Philem. aer. 13.
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It only remains, that I conclude with a fewl
Hints of farther Improvement,

1. LT plous Parents, who have loft ho peful
Children iz a maturer Age, join with Others
in faying, 1t 7s well.

My Friends, the Reafons which I have been
urging at large, are common to you with us; and
permit me to add, that as your Cafe has its pecu-
har Diftrefs, 1t has, I think, 1n a yet greater De-
gree, 1ts peculiar Confolations too.

I kxnow you will fay, that 1t is inexpreflibly grie-
vous and painful, to part with Children who were
grown up Into moft amiable Friends, who were
your Companions in the Ways of GOD, and con-
cerning whom you had a moft agreeable Profpet,
that they would have been the Ornaments and
- Supports of Religion in the rifing Age, and exten-.
five Bleflings to ) the World, long after you had
quitted it. “Thefe Reafonmn‘s haw. undoubtedly,,
their Weight; and they have fo, when confidered
In a very different View. Maﬁ you not acknow-
ledge 4 is well, that you enjoyed fo many Years
of Comfort in them ? that you reaped fo much fo-
lid Satisfaction from them ? and faw thofe Eviden-
ces of a Work of Grace upon their Hearts, which
give you fuch abundant Reafon to conclude that
they are now received to that Inheritance of Glory,
for which they were {o apparently made meet 2
Some of them, perhaps, had already quitted their
Father’s Houfe: As for others, had Gop {pared
their Lives, they might have been tranfplanted into
Families of their own: And if, inftead of being re-
moved to another Houfe, or Town, or County,
they are taken by Gop into another World, 1s
that a Matter of fo great Complaint ; when that
World is fo much better, and you are yourfelves io

near
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near it ? I put it to your Hearts, Chniftians, Would
you rather have chofen to have buried them in their
Infancy, or never to have known the Joysand the
Hopes of a Parent, now you know the Viciffitude
of Sorrow, and of Difappointment ? But perhaps,
you will fay, that you chiefly grieve for that Lofs
which the World has fuftained by the Removal of
thofe, from whom it might reafonably have expect-
ed fo much future Service. This 15, indeed, a ge-
nerous, and a Chriftian Sentiment, and there Is
fometaing noble in thofe Tears which flow on fuch

a Confideration. But do not {o remember your
Relation to Earth, as to forget that which you bear

to Heaven ; and do not fo wrong the Divine Wil
dom and Goodnefs, as to fuppofe, that when he
takes away from hence promifing Inftruments of
Service, he there lays them by as ufelefs. Much
more reafonable isit to conclude, that their Sphere
of Action, as well as Happinefs, is inlarged, and
that the Church above hath gained incomparably

more, than that below can be {uppofed to have
foft by their Death.

On the whole, therefore, far from complain-
ing of the Divine Condutt in this Refpeét, it will
become you, my Friends, rather to be very thank-
ful that thefe dear Cnildren were fpared fo long ;
to accompany and entertain you in {o many Stages
of your fhort Journey thro' life, to aniwer {o
many of your Hopes, and to eftablifh {o many
more beyond all Fear of Difappointment, Reflett
on all-that Gop did in, and upon them, on all he
was beginning to do by them, and on what you
have great Reafon to believe he is now doing for
them 3 and adore his Name, that he has left you
thefe dear Memorals, by which your Cafe 15 fo

apply difunguifbed from ours, whofe Hopes
1 our Children withered in the very Bud ; or from
theirs,
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theirs, who faw thofe who were once fo dear to
them, perithing, as they have Caule to fear, in
the Paths of the Deftrayer.

But while I fpeak thus, methinks I am alarm-
ed, left T fhould awaken the far more grievous Sor-
rows of fome mournful Parent, whom it will not be
{o eafy to comfort. My Brethren and Friends,
what fhall I fay to you, who are lamenting over
your Abfaloms, and almoft withing you bad died for
them™ 2 Shall 1 urge you to fay it is well ? Perhaps
you may think it a great Attainment, 1f, ike Zaron,

when his Sons died befare the Lord, you can hold your
Peace», under the awful Stroke. My Soul 1s trou-

bled for yous my Words are almoft fwallowed up.
I cannot unfay what I have ellewhere faid at large
on this melancholy Subject *. Yet let me remind
you of this, that you do not certainly know what
Almighty Grace might do for thefe lamented
Creatures, even in the latet Moments, and have
therefore no Warrant confidently to pronounce
that they are affuredly perifhed. And if you cannot
but tremble in the too probable Fear of it, labour
to turn your Eyes from fo dark a Profped, to
thofe better Hopes which Gop 1s fetting before
you. For furely you full have abundant Reafon
to rejoice in that Grace, which gives your own
Lives to you as o Prey, and has brought you {o near
to that blefled World, where, hard as it 1s now to
concetve 1t, you will have laid afide every Affection
of Nature, which interferes with the Interefts of

Gob, and prevents your moft chearful Acquief-

cence in every Particular of his wife and gracious
Determinations.

o, FrOM

m 2 Sam. xviil, 33. o Lev. x. 3.

* In the Sixth of my Sermons to young Perfons, Iintitled,

The Reflections of a pions Parent on the Death of a avicked
Child. ‘
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2. From what we have heard, let us learn nof
- to think of the Lofs of our Chlldren with 2
{lavith Dread.

IT 15 to a Parent indeed fuch a cutting Stroke,
that I wonder not if Nature thrink back at the
very Mention of it: And, perhaps, it would make
thofe to whom Gop hath denied Children more
eafy, if they knew what fome of the happieft Pa-
rents feel 1n an uncertain Apprehenfion of the Lofs
of theirs: An Apprehenfion which firtkes with
peculiar Force on the Mind, when Experience hath
taught us the Anguith o f fuch an Affliction in for-
mer Inftances, But let us not anticipate Evils ¢
* Perhaps all our Children, who are hitherto fpared,
may follow us to the Grave: Or, if otherwife, we
Jorrow not as thofe who bave wo Hope®, We may
nave Reafon fuli to fay 5 It s well, and, thro’ Divine
Grace, we may alfo have Hearts to fay it. What=
ever we lofe, 'if we be the Children of Gop, we
{hall never lofe our Heavenly Father. He will fill
be our Support, and our Joy. ~ And therefore let
us turn all our Anxiety about uncertain, future
Events, 1nto a holy Solicitude to pleafe him, and
to promote religious Impreffions in the Hearts of
our dear Of%prmg , that if Gop fheuld fee fit to
- take them away, we may have a Claim to the full
Confolations, which I have been reprefenting in the
preceding Difcourfe.

3. LeT us not fink in hopelefs Sorrow, or
break out into clamorous Complaints, if Gop
has brought this heavy Affliction upon us.

A stupip Indifference would be abfurd and un-
natural : Gop and Man might look upon us asact-
ing-a moft unworthy Part, fhould we be like sbe

Oftrich
® 1 Theff. iv, 13,



‘Oftrich in the Wildernefs, which baydeneth bevfelf
againft ber young ones, as if they weve not bers s be-
caufe GO D bash deprived ber of Wifdom, neither hath
be imparted to ber Underflandingd, Let us forrow
like Men; and like Parents 3 but let us not; in-the
mean tiie; forget that we are Chriftians. Let us
remetiiber how common the Calamity is; few Pa-
rents are exempt from it; fome of the moft pious
anid excellent have loft amiable Children; with Cir-
cumftances, perhaps of peculiar Aggravition, *Tis
a Trial which Gop hath chofén for the Exercife of
fome who have been eminently dear to him; as wé
may learn from a Variety 6f Inftances both ancient
and modein, Let us recollect our many Offences
againft out leavenly Father; thefe Sins which fuch
a Dipenfation may properly Zring to our Remem-
Jrance ™} and let that filence us; and teach us 16
own, that *#4s of the Lord’s Mercies we are ot con-
Jumed*, and that we are pusifbed lefs than onr Iniqui-
tes defervet.  Let us look rounfl on our furviving
Comforts 3 let us look forward to our future; our .
eternal Hopes 3 and wé fhall furely fee; that there
is ftill Room for Praife, il a Call for it; Let us
review the Particulars mentioned above; and then
let Confcience determine whether it doth not bes
come us; 1n this particular Inftance; to fay it ftea-
dily, and chearfully too, Even #bis is well, And
may the Gob of all Grace and Comfortapply thefe
Confiderations to-our Mind, that we miay not only
own them, but feel them; as a reviving Cordial
wiien our Heart is overwhelmed within us! In the
mean Time, let me befeech you whofe Taternacles
are in Peace°y and whofe Childrent are yet about you ™5
thit you would not be fevere in cenfuring our
Tears, till you have experimentally known our.
13 SOI'I' OWS;
© 9 Job xkxix, 16, 17. ¢ 1 Kings xvii, 18, # Lam. iii.
22, Y Baraix. 13,  ® Jobv. 24, ¥ Ibid, xxix, §:
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Sorrows, -and yourifelves tafted the Wormweod and
the Gail, which we, with all our Comforts, muft
have 1n a long and a bitter Remembrance *.

' )

4. LET thofe of us who are under the Rod, be

~ very folicitous to improve 1t aright, that

. the End 7 may indeed be well, - -
Hear, my Brethren, my Friends and Fellow-
Sufterers, . hear and fiuffer the word of Exbortation?.
1 et us be much concerned, thatwe may not bear all
the Smart of fuch an Afflition, and; through our

own lolly, lofe all that Benefit which might,
otherwile, be a rich Equivalent. In Proportion to
the Grievoulnefs of the Stroke, thould be our Care
to attend to tne Defign of 1t. Let us, now Gop
1s calling us to Mourning: and Lamentation, be
Jearching and trying our Ways, that we may turn.again
uinio the Lord®. Let us review the Conduét of our

“Lives, and the State and Tenour of our Affefdons,

that we may obferve what hath been deficient,
and-what irregular; that proper Remedies may
be applied, and thofe important Leffons more
taoroughly learnt, which I was mentioning under
the former Branch of my Difcourfe. Let us pray,

‘that through our Tears we may read our Duty,™
‘and that by the Heat of the Furnace we may -be

L

jo melted, that our Drofs may be purged away,
and the Divine Image inftamped on our Souls in
brighter and fairer Chara&ers. To fum upall in
one Yord, let us endeavour to fet our Hearts
more on that Gop, who is infinitely detter 20 us than
2ziz Ghilaren®, who hath given us a Neme better than
ioat of Sons or of Danghicrs®, and can abundantly
fupply the Place of all earihly Enjoyments with
the rich Communications of his Grace : Nay, pet-

haps,

® Lam. i, 19, zc. ¥ Heb. xiii, 22. . 2 Lam, iil. 40.
2 1 Sam. 1. 8. b ifa. i 3.
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haps, we may add, who hath removed fome Dar- ¥
ling of our Hearts, left to our infinite Detriment it t
thould fill his Place there,-and, by alienating s

- from his Love and Service, have a fatal Influence
.on our prefent Peace, and our future Happinefs.
Erernvar Glory, my Friends, is fo' great a
Thing, Wnd the compleat Love and Enjoyment
of Gop {o .unutterably defizable, that it is well
worth our while to bear the {harpeft Sorrows, by
which we may be more perfectly formed for it.
We may even congratulate the Death of our Chil-
dren, 1f it bring us nearer to our heavenly Father ;
and teach us, (inftead of filling this Vacancy in our
Heart with fome new Vanity, which may fhortly
renew our Sorrows,) to confecrate the whole of it
to him who alone deferves, and can alone aniwer
the moft intenfe Affe¢tion, Let us try what of this
kind may be done. We are now going to the
Table of the Lord *, to that very Table where
our Vows have often been {ealed, where our Com-
forts have often been refigned, where our Jfaac’s
have been conditionally facrificed, and where we
commemorate the reil Sacrifice which Gop hath
made even of his only begotten Son for us. May
our other Sorrows be {ufpended, while we mourn
for bim whom we bave pierced, as for an only Son, and
are in Bitternefs as for a Firft-bornc, From his Blood
Confolations fpring up, which will flourifh even
on the Graves of our dear Children; and the
Sweetnefs of that Cup which he there gives us, will
. temper the moft diftafteful Ingredients of the other.
« Our Houfes are not fo with GOD, as they once .
were, as we once expected -they would have been,
but be bath made with us an everlafting Covenant, and

thefe-

* N, B. This Sermon was preached Ofober 3, 1736" P

being Sacrament Day. The Child died Qéfobpr 1.
¢ Zech, x1. 10, *



s&. thefe arethe. TeLens of it. BI' X 'behlsN rhé’,g
“We hold notthe Mercies of that. Covenant by for

- & Precanons a Tenure as the Life-of any Creature,..
It 75 36¢l] ardered in all things and fure:: May it-beall-
wuy Sakvation, aid all our Defire® 5 and then it is but
a little whﬂe, and all ouf Cemplamts will - ceafe.
GOD will wipé away thefe Fears from aur, Eyes'® &%
our. peaceful and happy Spirits thall ere long mest
with thofe of our Chxldren which he- hath. ta.kem 3
t6 himfelf. . Our Bodies fhall: leep, and ere long
‘fhall alfo awake, and arife with theirs. Death, that
mexomble Deﬁroyer fall be. fwallowed. up in Vi
‘toryf, .while we and oufs furround the Throne
with evetlafting Hallelujahs, and own, with dn<-
other Evidence than we can’ now perceive; with

another Spirit than we can now exprels;” that Al
wwas indeed well.  Amen, i

* 2 Sam. xxiil. 5. ¢ Rev. xxi. 4- f 1 Cof. va‘l-'H
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