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A PROCLAMATION,

BY THE PRESIDENT of the United States of Americas
WHEREAS the Congrels of the Unhcd States have

this day refolved, ¢ 71 hat it be recommended to the People
of the United bl..ltES te aflemble on the 22d day of I"ebria-
ry next, m {fuch numbers and mannersas way be conveni-
ent, publlclv to teflify their grief for the de wh of pc:lelal
George Wallington, by fuitable culegies, orationsand dif.
courfes, or by public prayers:”’ and X lh._lt the i chident
of the United States be requefted to iflue a Proclamanon
for the purpofe of carrying the foregoing relolution into
eflet.” Now TiHererows | joln Admns, Prefident of
the Umted States of America, do hereby proclaim the fame
accordingly.

Given under my hand and the feal nf the United States, ot
Philadelphia, the [ixth duy of Funuary, in the year of
our Lord, one thuufund eivht hundred, and of the Inde-
penaence of the United States the twenty-fourth..

jOHN ADAMS.
By the Prefudent,

TIMOTHY PICKERING, Secretary of Staten

IN purfuance of the foregoing proclamation, the citizens
of New.Haven convened and appointed a committee, with
tull powers, to make {uitable arrangements for a public tef:
timony of the relpelt of the citizens for the me entory of
General George \Vaﬂnngton. Purfuane to this appoint-
ment the committee agreed on the following exercifes and
marks of g z_)l‘lEEf whlch were exhibited on the 22d inftunt.

AT {ix o’clock in the morning, the folemnities of the
day were introdueed by the toﬂmg of all tne bells {or Liuif
an hour.” . The tolling. was repeated at nine @il v d\ e
o’clock. The ﬂag of the United States was difplin ed,
the public {quare, at half {taff, andthe iHippiny nthe l* NES

Hour difplayed colours, through the day, i hudt mail,
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AT two 0’clock P.M. the citizens aflembled, in unufual
concourfe, at the brick Meeting-houfe, where were per-
tormed the following exercifes :

1. A Funeral Anthem.

2. An appropriate Prayer, by the Rev. James
Dana, D.D.

3. Mufic.

4. A Sermon, by the Rev. Prefident Dwight.

5- Thereading of Gen. Wafhington’s farewell Ad-
drefs, to the Citizens of the United States, on
declining public Life, by the Rev. Bela Hubbard.

0. A pertinent Prayer, by the Rev. John Gemmil.

7. A Funeral Dirge.

THE citizens of both fexes wore, on the left arm, black
crape, or ribbons, as badges of mourning ; the pulpit was
drefled in black; fecular bufinefs was {ulpended ; the exer-
cifes were folemn and impreflive ; and the attention and
conduct of the citizens evidenced their gratitude for the
eminent {ervices, and their veneration for the diftinguifhed
virtues, of the illuftrious man, whofe death they deplored.

AT a Meeting of the Commiltee of Arrangements, Febru-
ary 24, 1800, REsoLvED, That the thanks of the citizens
of New-Haven be prefented to the Rev. Timothy Dwight,
D.D. for his pertinent and eloguent Difcourfe, delivered
on the 22d inftant, and that a copy be requefted for publi-
cation. |

-ResorLvep, - That the proceedings of the town, the dif-
courle, and General Wathington’s farewell addrefs, be
publifhed for-the benefit of the citizens of New-Haven, and
to perpetuate tne remembrance of the melancholy occafion-

Ly order of the Committee,
HENRY DAGGETT, C/):zfrmé‘u_:..
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DEUTELONOMY, XXXIV., 10, ¥I, 12,

And there arofe not a prophet, fince in Irael, like un-
to Mofes, whom the Lord kunew face to face ;

In all the figns and wonders, which the Lord [fent
bim 1o do in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and
to all bis fervants, and to all bis land ;

And in all that mighty band, and 1n all that great

tervor, which Mofes [bewed in the fight of all lfrael.

| O praife fuch as have lately died, 1s the in-
ftin&ive conduét of forrow. From thofe who fur-
round the bed of a departed friend, the firft accernts,
which fucceed the involuntary burft of anguith, are
enumerations of his real-or {uppofed virtues. Even
in the mouths of the intelligent, and in the chambers
of the refined and delicate, the praife i1s warm and
unqualified, and nature overleaps every bound, raif-
ed by artificial decorum. Among nations lefs en-
lightened, open and ftrong commendations of the
dead are i1nwoven in the eftablifhed manner s, and
demanded by common decency ; while, among {a-
vages, funeral {ongs, replete with paffionate fenti-
ments, glowing imagery, and exceflive panegyric,

are prominent features of national character, and
{plendid parts of public celebration.

. To this general voice of nature Revelation -has
added its fupreme {anction.  The text, which I have

juft now read, 1s an eulogy of the higheft kind.
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When we remember the numbers, and the charac-
ter, of the prophets who followed Mofes ; when
we confider that of this number were Samuel, Da-
vid, Ifatah, and Daniel ; we cannot but fu,l, that
it would have been difficult to alcribe to him a more
honorable character.

WuaT then has been the caufe, that no efforts
of the mind have been lefs approved, than funeral
eulogies ; and that an mnhpid panegyric is become
proverbial phrafeology ¢ Has 1t not been, on the
one hand, tlmtwnef and not reafon, has given birth
to the praile, nd that griet alone can admlt 1ts.
truth, or feel 1ts propriety ¢ Has 1t not been, on
the other hand, that the Eulogift has come, in form,
to make the moit of histheme; to create a character
which has not exifted, and to fupply worth which
he does not find ; todxfg]ay his ingenuity, rather than
the features of the deceafed ; and to gain applauie
for his own talents, rather than *cfpcﬂ for the fub-~
jett of his panegyiic. For thele, orfome other rea-
fons, few attempts of this nature have fucceeded ;
and the effort to gain efteem for the dead has ter-
minated 1n pr Ofiucmcr contempt for the living.

Besipr the difficulties, always attendant on
attempts - of this nature, the prefent occafion in-
volves fome, which arc peculiar.  The fubjedt
of eulogy at this time 1s {o iplendid, as to in-
dute, and authorize, every man to demand all
that can be {aid by the human genius, and to ftipu-
late ﬂ)r 1ts nobje i’c efforts only ; fo ncar to the heart
of an m—*rh.an, as O warrant an Unqualiﬁed e
*f-ﬂlon ot whatoever falls bﬂnefun 1ts expectations,
and its withes ; 1o often and {0 illuftrioufly paneoy-
rized, both at home and abroad, as to leave little
ch'»mce for novelty, or fuccels. The very name of
Wafhington has become an eqmv'ﬂcnt to the high-
¢ft human dignity and worth, and all additions to it
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have long pafled rather for the mere unburdening of
an American heart, than for the means of honour~ .
ing his character. Where {o much 1s demanded,.
and fo little will be accepted, temerity only can fur-
nith confidence to the Ipeaker, and perfuade him,

that he fhall fatisfy the withes of his fellow citizens.

To fome perfon, however, the tafk, affigned to
me, muift have fallen ; and to none could it have
fallen without anxiety. I have ventured upon it,
with an intention to perform a duty, not with a
hope to fulfil expectation.  Funeral panegyric I
have always fhunned ; and would more willingly
have avoided iton this occafion, than on any other.

Twuis apology, which may probably feem long,
and ufelefs, will, 1t 1s hoped, neverthelefs prove of
fome ufe to the fpeaker It 1s hoped, that it will,
in fome degree, juftify the undertaking, and explain
- and vindicate the mannerin which 1t will be execu-
ted ; that 1t will lead my audience to expect, and
{hew the reafons why I fhall exhibit, a plain and

chaftized account of my {ubjet; and that 1t will in-
duce them to conflider what I fhall afiert, however
it may differ from their opinions and feelings, as be-
lieved and felt by me. ~

HUMAN oreatnefs 1s of many kinds, and appears
under many formc; but the diverfities of perfonal
greatnels have their foundation in the intelleét, and
:m_the heart. How far this is, in either cafe, the
refult of the original {tructure of the mind, and how
far of effort and acquifition, it is probably impofiible
for man to determine. We {ee {fome actually great ;

but the caufe, and the means, have in a.decrree been,
~hitherto, 1n a ftate of uncertainty. '

- In all cafes, in which this diftin&tion has been
atchieved, whether intelleCtual, or moral, there muft
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to fuperior endowments and nt&unmenm, be {uper-
added, by Providence, a happy feld, in which they
may be advantageoufly diplayed.  Some objelt
Aeen, and fele, by the mund, to be of fufficient im-
portance to juitify high and ardent efforts, and to
repay the labours, and the fufferings, which attend
them, muit be prefented to the uuduﬂundmb, and
lay hold on the heart. In this (ituation, 1if ever,
the man rifes above hmmfelf, fcels his powers in a
new manner, exerts talents of which he was before
unconicious, and virtues which had hitherto been
dormant. FHamfelf, as well as the world, is afton-
1thed at what he ifs, and at 'what he does ; the fifh-
ciman is changed nto an npouie the® trader of
Mecca becomes the founder of a 1*?*:*1011, and an
empire, c-*mb: acing a fourth of mank ind ; and the
Tleader of a gang of thizves afcends the throne of

Perfia, and pl cs beneath his feet the {cepter of
FHindoftan.

Avone thofe ccealions, which have lifted man
above his ordinary fphere, none have difplayed with
more {plendor, either talents, or virtues, than the
E‘LVO]UUOI‘]‘S of religior wnd empire. The congqueft
of nations, and the fubveriion of oOVErnments, form-
edt, as well as ezf;’}w”ad Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus,
Alexander, Hannibal <, Ceelar, (vhiengts, Timur-bec,
toulr Khan, redo 1(., 2d. Hyder Ah, and various
ctiers of a firnilar ¢h ua&ﬁ’; . To all thefe the pride
of vi&tory, the evtenfion of conqueft, and the increafe
of dominion, rofe 1n full view ; and, with a falci-
nation wholly mrefiftible, prompted them to con-
trive, to dare, and to attempt, beyond the lmits of
ordinary belief. "When we contemplare thefe men,
however, our admiration is always mingled with
difguft; and the few things 1n their char aélcrs, which

claim efteem, are loft in the multitude of thofe,

% Rahommed. T Nadir Kouli Khan,
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which force abhorrence., ‘The luftre thed around
them 1s gloomy and difmal ; a glare of Avernus ;
a ° darknefs vifible ;” at which the eye gazes with
a mixture of aftonitfhment and horfor. We ficken,
while we read their exploits ; and blufh, that fuch
{courges of the world fhould have claimed a com-

mon nature with ourfelves. .

Bur there have been™happier occafions for call.
ing into attion, and into light, the fuperiour facul-'
tiesof man. Empire and religion have, at times,
changed for the better. Men have arifen, whom
the world has not only admired, but revered, and
loved ; to whom applaufe was not the mere outcry
of aftonithment, but the filent and {teady teftimony
of the underftanding, the cheerful and inftinttive
tribute of the heart.  'When opprefficn was to be
refifted, government to be reformed, or the moral
{tate of mankind to be renewed, the Ruler of the
Univerfe has always fupplied the means, and the a-
gents.” Where to the human eye the whole face of
things has worn an uniform level ; where every fa-
mily was loft in infignificance, and every citizen
was a peafant, and a {lave ; energy, afleep under
the preflure of weary circumftances, and talents,
veiled by humble and hopelefs obfcurity, have been
roufed into action, and pufhed forward.to diftinéti-
on and glory. T T

Amonc the men, who, at fuch periods, have
rifen to eminence, the Prophet, who is the fub-
jet of my text, is unqueftiopably the firft. In all
the talents which enlarge the human mind and all
the virtues which ennoble the human heart, in the
amiablenefs of private life and the dignity of a ru-
ler, 1n dangers hazarded and difficulties overcome,
in {nlendor of deftination and the enjoyment, and
proofs, of divine complacency, he .is clearly with-
out a rival, - Compani%ns, perbaps fuperiors, he
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oy find 1njome fingle walk of orcatnefs ; buet i
the whole progr els he is hitherto lone.

;’QR tiiis  preeminence he was pmm]} fitted by
nature, and cﬁumtzon by the manner of his life,
o the feld of his Pmr)lm ment.  Sorn with a {oul
{uperior to his kind, educmed in the firft {chool of
vikdlom, tratned to arms, and to policy, in the moft
HNProve d and powcnul court in the world, and nur-
tured i ~wildom {hll more fublime in the qmt,t re-
treats - M dian, he came forth te his great f{cene
of pnalu action, with the moft happy preparation
both for fuccefs and glory. God was about to ac-
complith a more unportant revolution than had ever
taken n place, and hac formed and fintthed the inftru-
ment, wiicn fo tluftnious a defign required.

Ix svhatever courfe of life, in whatever branch
of (‘hara&er, we trace this great man, we find al-
molt every thing to approve, andlove, aad fcarcely
any thing to l’.m'ltfnt, or cenfure, When we {ee him
it the burning bufh, facrficing his difiidence to his
duty, and refolving finally to attempt the firft great
fiberation of mankind ; when we accompany him
to the prefence.of Pharaoh, and hear him demand
the releafe of the miferable viltims of his tyranny;
when we behold him laying I:D'ypt wafte, and fum-
moning all the great engines of terror 2 and deftruc-
tion to overcenie the obftinacy and wickednefs of
her monarch ; when we follow him to the Red Sea,
and behold the waters divide at his command, to o-
pen a paffage for the mitlions of Itrael ; and at the
fame comimand return, ;Ofithl e the Ffrvptlan hott ;
when we trace him through the wonders of Sinal,
and of the wildernels ;_wﬂen we mark his ﬁcady’
faich 1 God, his undgubling obedience to every
divine command, his unexampled patriotifim, 1um-
movable by wgratitude, rebellion, and wifult, his
cheerful commiunication of every office of power and



profit o others, ana his egqually cheecriv! cxciubon
of hit, owWn d@lwna nts im n all places of diftinétion ;
when we confider his glurious integrity 1 adhenng
always to the duties of his office, unicduced by
power and iplendour, unmoved dy national and {in
oular homage, unawed m* faltion and oppefition,
und nted Lv danger ana :’u} CULty, ang mmlwrf"i
by provcc arion, ub;ole, nd diftrefs 3 whon we
fee him meex beyvond exam zm and patieni and per-
{everino, tmougl {:m* cears of dechiming Life, m
totl, L'l.uald and tria l_; whein ve read in his WETEIES
the frank .luords of his own f{uthings, and thole of
his Ennil‘;, {riends, and nation, and the irﬁ: cilorts
of the hiftorian, the poet, the orator, and the xaw-
oiver; when we fve ali the duries of ::If COVErnInent,
benevolence, and piety, which he tdus}ht exactly
difplayed 1n a life a PPI()}{HTE}.LI“(T t0 anwdlr‘ VIFTUC ;
when we behold him the deliverer of his nation,
the reftorer of truth, the pillar of righteoufnels, and
the reformerof mankind; his whole charaéter fhines
with 2 radiance, like the fplendour, which his face
derived from the Sun of Righteouels, and on
which the human eye could not endure to look.
He 1s every where the fame glorious perfen; the
Man of God; feleted from: ‘he race of Adam ;
called up into the mountain, that burned with fire ;
afcending to meet his Creator; embofoming Im*r*m
{elf 1n the clouds of Sinat ; waliking calmly onward
through the thunders and llcrhmmv-w; 'md ferenely
advancmg to the immediate prcf nce, 2 ‘.nd converfe,
of Jehovah. He 1s the greateft of all prophets ;
the firtt type of the Saviour; conduéted to Pilgab,
unclothed of mortal Aeth, and entombed in the dufi,
by the immediate hand of the Moit I21g0.

I"'l‘

In a fphere, in fome refpeéts iefs ﬁ‘:f”‘d:i? [
in the eye of wifdom and virtue fca ,_L.) icis hisnons
able, Paul, alfo, role to fimilied giory and great

~

neis, as the enlightener, and reformer of woansn
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He was not, like Mofes, the emancipator of a na-
tion, the head of a new church, or the founder of
an empire ; but he was the moft illuftrious follower
of the Son of Ged, in eftablithing Chriftianity, and
in accomplithing the falvation of men. No labours
of man claim a higher moral diftin&ion, than his;
ne mind was ever {fo expanded, or elevated, with
the nobleft knowledge ; no heart was probably ever
warmed with more various, or more exalted virtue.
No man ever {truggled more firmly with dangers ;
or rofe more glorioufly above difficulties; regarded
friends with more affeéion, or enemies with more
compaflion ; felt for himfelf lefs, or his fellow men
more ; or attained a more fublime and unmingled
plety, than Paul. ‘To his labours mankind are, di-
retly, more indebted, than to thofe of any other
man, for the moral wifdom, the virtue, the peace,
and the happinefs, which they now enjoy.

Sucn excellence we are not to look for among
thofe, who have received no {upernatural affiftance ;
yet, in fimilar revolutions of empire, fimilar eman-
cipations of mankind, and {imilar renovations of the
human character, both talents and virtues have ap-
peared with high luftre and dignity. As proofs of
this affertion, many names of no {inall celebrity
might be recited here, were it neceffary ; but it will
be fuffictent for the prefent occafion, to mention
three only, as diftinguithed, in my view at leaft, a-
bove others. 'Thefe are the firft, and fecond Guf-
tavus, of Sweden, and Alfred the Great, of England.
Were not his character clouded by fome ferious de-
feCts, I fhouldadd to this lift Henry the fourth, of

France.

Tue firt Guftavus accomplifhed for Sweden
whar the great man, whofe charatter and death we
are affembled to commemorate, accomplifhed for
us ; a deliverance from political thraldom, and the
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eftablifhment of political freedom and fafery.  Ilui-
trioufly defcended, diftinguifthed in early vouth for
a feries of honhourable altions, and already the ob-
ject of governmental confidence and public hepe,
he was trepanned by the treachery of Chriftiern the
third, of Denmark, one of the moft faithlefs, proud,
and bloody tyrants, that ever diferaced the name
of man; was thrown into prifon, and fecretly order-
ed to be put to death ; {olely becaufe his claims of
power in Sweden were great, and his worth gave
the faireft promife of feeing them f{ubitantiated.
Releafed from his dungeon by the good offices of a
generous Danith Nobleman, he efcaped through
many dangers to his nattve country. T here friend-
lefs, forfaken, feen only to be fhunned, and known
only to excite the dread of death for not betiaying
him to Chriftiern, he at length betook himielfto the

mountains of Dalecarlia’; a province yet but half
{fubdued, and inhabited by a generous band of pea-
fants, glowing with theunconquerable love of liber-
ty. Hereunknown but by diftant rumour, without
authority, without a friend, without a fhilling, and
hunted by the Ufurper and his creatures through
every folitude and celi, he wrought in the mines,
to procure his daily bread. But fuch a man cannot
be long obfcured. The peafants of Dalecarlia he
found {till brave and {incere, and boldly invited them
to vi€tory and freedom. . Charmed by his dignity
and gracefulnéfs of perfon and demeanour, fafcina-
ted by his eloquence, and fecure under his condu&
and bravery, thefe plain men followed him eagerly
into the field of conflift; te any other a field of dei-
nair; to him, of hope and trtumph. At their head,
he met the veterans of Denmark, only to defeat
them;.and fat down before their caftles, only to
take them. Within a fhort period, he overran, and
redeemed the whaole of his native country; every
where prefent ; the animating, informing, direfting
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principle of the army, and of the nation ; and by
the unanimoeus voice of the Eftates was advanced to
the throne. In this high ftation, enjoying every
teftumony of public refpe&t fhort of adoration, for
his diftinguithed wildom, gallantry, patriotifm, and
piety, he revived the agricuiture, renewed the waft-
ed ciues and villages, reftored the commerce, re-
eftablifhed and improved the juftice, fecured the ii-
berty, reformed the religion, and engrofifed the hearts,
of his grateful nation. < In all other refpetts,”
fays the Catholic* writer of his life, ¢ except the in-
troduction of Lutheraniim into his kingdom, he de-
icrves the pratfe and admiration of pofterity.”

T HE fecond Guftavus, having, from the age of 18,
reigned in Sweden, with {ingular wifdom, equity,
and glory, for twenty years, appeared in Germany,
1631, 1n the illuftrious chara&er of Defender of the
Proteftant religion, againft the laft great eflorts of
the Catholics, 1n that country, for its deftruction ;
and glorioufly loft his life in eftablifhing the caule,
for which he died. He is thus defcribed by a ref-

pectable modern hiftorian.§

““ No prince, ancient or modern, feems to have
pofleffed mn {o eminent a degree, as Guftavus Adol-
phus, the qualities of the hero, the ftatefman, and
the commander ; that 1ntuitive genius which con-
cetves, that wifdom which plans, and that happy
combination of courage and conduét which gives
fuccels to an enterprife. INor was the military pro-
arefs of any leader equally rapid, under circumftan-
ces equally difficult ; with an inferiour force, a-
cainft warlize nations, and difciplined troops, com-
nanded by able and experienced generals,”

““ But Guiftavus had other qualities befide ihofe

* Verint. ’§ Rufle!]l,
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of a military and political kind. He was a pious
Chriftian, a warm friend, a tender hufband, a duti-
ful fon, an affetionate father. T he fentiments {uit-
ed to all thefe fofter characters are admirably difplay-
ed 1n a letter from him to *Oxenftiern, written a few
. days before the battle of Lutzen, 18 which he loft
his ife.”  In thisletter s the following memorable

paffage.

‘“ Confider me as a man, the guardianofa kingdom,
who has ftruggled with difficulties, and paffed thro’
them with reputation, by the protection and mercy
of heaven; as a man, who loved and honoured his
relations, and who negleted life, riches, and happy
days, forthe prefervation and glory of his country,
and faithful fubjeéts ; expefting no other reconi-
penfe, than to be declared the prince, who ful-
filled the:duties of that ftation, which Providence
nad affigned him in the world.”

“ Tur merit of Alfred (fays Hume) both in
public and private life, may with advantage be fet
in oppofition to that of any mionarch or citizen,
which the annals of any age or naticn can prefent to
us. He feems inased to be the model of that per-
{ect charalter, which, under the denomination of a
{age or wife man, philofophers have been fond of
delineating, rather as a fi€tien of their imagination,
than in hopes of ever feeing it really exifting: fo hap-
pily were all his virtues tempered together ; {fo juft-
ly were tney blended ; and fo powerfully did each
prevent the other from exceeding i1ts proper boun-
daries ! He knew how to reconcile the moft enter-
prifing {pirit with the cooleft moderation ; the moit
obftinate perfeverance with the eafieft flexibility ;
the moft fevere juftice with the gentleft lenity 5 the
orcateft vigour in command with the moft perfect

¥ His Migiter.
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affability of deportment ; the higheft capacity and
inclination for {cience with the moft fhining talents
for attion;” * and, let me add, the warmeft devo-
tion and piety with the utmoft candour and liberali-
ty. “ His cavil and military virtues are almoft
equally the objects of our admuration; excepting
only, that the former, being more rare among prin-
ces, as well as more ufeful, feem chiefly to chal-
lenge our applaufe,”

As a fourth in this dignified groupe, may, with
the fulleit confidence, be placed the kero, ftatefman,
and father, of our own country. I have introduced

a fummary account of thefe great men 1nto this dif-
courfe, that by comparing his charalter with theirs,
and feeing them ftand fide by fide, my audience may
be enabled to form a more accurate eftimate of his
worth, Greatnefs 1s a term - wholly comparative ;
its true importis, therefore, to be feen by compari-
fon only. On theone hand, {uperiority to the com-
mon mafs, and on the other approximation, equali-
ty, or eminence, with refpect to fuch as have been
thus {uperior, 1s all that 1s intended by the word.
As Mofes and Paul were the greateft humnan cha-
raciers arnong {uch as have been fupernaturally af-
fifted ; and the three princes, whom I have here
charaterized, were, 1f I miftake not, the firft a-
mong thofe, who have become great by means mere-
ly natural to fuftain a fair refemblance to thefe men
muft be hn_ah]y honourable ; to be near them, an
enviable diftinction ; to equal them, the crown of
the moft exalted ambition.

As the fphere of Paul’s exertions was peculiar,
he muft of courfe be pafied by in fuch a defign.
As Mofes was infpired, and {uftained by a peculiar

agency of the Moft High, the comparifon with him

* SC: Nott At
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muit in many reipects be unfairly infiiruted. Yet a
ftrong refemblance between him and the hero of our
own country is fo evident, that the rccital of 1t 13
become alimoft proverbial.  The occafions, the ta-
lents, the virtues, the divine interpofitions, and the
1ffue, were {fo fimilar, as to ftrike the moft undifcr:-
minating eye, and to find an eafy acknowledgment
from every tongue. Particularly, the presminence
of Mofes to all the great men 1 lirael, marked fo
ftrongly i thetext, and the hke difunétion juftly
claimed by the American leader, not only over iis
countrymen, but over all men of the prefent age,
form a mofl honourable cround of comparifon.

Trat General Wathington 15, with propriety,
introduced as a preper companion to the three il-
fuftrious princes, whom 1 have mentioned above, as
a companion, whom, on eaual terms, ihey may be
fairly fuppoled cheerfully to welcome to their num-
ber and rank, will, I wuft, appear from a juft ac-
count of his charater. |

THERE are two metheds, 1 which {uch an ac-
count may be advantageoufly given; a recital of
what he has done, and an exhibition of the ari-
butes which he manifefted.

In very carly life, he beganto be, ina fenfe pro-
phetically, diftinguithed for wifdom and conduét
fuperior to his years 5 and executed fo ably feveral
unportant cornmiflions, which he received from the
Jegiflature of Virginia, as to {ecure their confidence,
ana command the applaufe of the whole country.
Such trufts have been rarely committed to fo young
aman, and have probably been never better lodoed
in the hands of any man.  That in the exi{Bine cir-
cumftances fuccefs was, in one of the cafes. CG;;{JIC-—
rely atchieved; that, ina fecond. (o Hele dilbfter eniu-

¢
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«d; and that, in a third, total ruin was prevented ; 1s
pla inlvand chiceflveo be attributed to the fkill  ~d
Armneds of 4 voutil between nineteen and tw
three,alting 1 the laft cafe only in a voluntary ¢

AFTER acquiring, both 1 public and private
Iife, the univerial C{J(C‘*‘"D throuzh the following fea-
fon of peace, he was choﬁn, in the year 1774, One
of the Reprefentatives in the firft Congrefs. Here
his former reputation, and the proofs which he dai-
Iy cave of fuperiour wifdem and worth, induced that
body to choofe him, 1n 1775, commander in chief
of the American armies, employed to refift the hof-
tilities of Great-Britain.  This hazardous cffice he
accepted with a *modefty, which always accompa-
nies and announces merit, and with a firmnefs of
decifion, which no future embarrafiment could
move. Under a government juft formed, and
marked with infantine weakinefs ; ina country com-
pofed of {eparate and deranged {overeignties ; anudit
a people now firft ferioufly connected ; at the head
of armies formed of mere militia, a band of {couts
and yet tc be made {oldiers, and of officers 1gnorant
of the difcipline which they were to teach, and of
the movements wiich they were to guide; ﬁrangers,
rivals, and fometimes enemies ; WJthout ammunition,
arms, clothes, or money ; (i‘nllﬁ{.d for a fummer ;
and plunged by mexperience into all the expofures,
difcouragements, difeafes, and mufertes, of unpro-
vided military hife ; he became the body of union
to the people, and to the [oldiery, guided the one
to wifdom, and led the other to vi¢tory. In hisown
letters,{ not lefs illuftrious commentaries than thofe
of Cafar, and on a more glorious war, he 1s feen,
through the vul of his IT!OC]LﬁV to have been the
pillar, on which the country fufpended itfelf

v osce Hote B, 1 see Note C,
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foul, by which the armyv was formed, cmif'kenef’f,
and actuated.  Inthe midft of the immenle and mo-

mentous concerns, iving alway on his rmnd no
want, nor its fupply ; fl_lHLhng, nor 1t uef

no evil, nor 1ts ren‘wd}f; no unpiovement i the
affairs of the army, or the country, nor the means
by which 1t micht be belt accomplifhed ; ¢luded his
attention.  He1s there proved and without intend-
ing 1t, to have been the fource of almofl every im-

portant meafure, the origin of the grear mats of me-

licrations, inour {y ften.

I~ this war, for which we were fo unfurnithed,
as to render it, In the eye of fober judgment, more
like Quixotifin than juftifiable enterprite, his cauti-
ous wildom, more nccd’fry, more varied, and
more extraordinary, than that of the celebrated Ro-
man, juftly gained him, abroad, as well as at home,
the title of the American Fabius. To the minds of
unfkilful, ardent, and partial judges, however, this
wifdom, without which we now clearly fee our
country muft have beenloft, appeared to refult from
imbecility and fear. So far did this opinion, toge-
ther with fome concurring circumfitances, operaie,
as to engender a ferious attempt to raife a fmemnm
N every reﬁ)(-:&‘ his inferiour, to the fupreme com-
mand. Had not this childith and wretched at-
tempt been ably and ftrenuoufly oppoied, had not
the great body ofofiicers of dithinétion folemnly
pledged themfclves to eachother neverto ferve, while
ke lived, under any other commander, there 1s rea-
fon to fear, thatic would have {ucceeded.,  Of this
claring attempt againtt him his mund, tuperior ahke
o favour and to frowns, took no other notice,

than what has been buried in {ilence.  Sansfied with
himielf, and ftrong 1n tht‘ sttachment of thofe whony
he connmanded, } role above cverv oargack, dane

|
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A country, an armv, fituated as were ours, Cal-
ried misfertune i ther face.  The country was un-
flilled and unfurnithed ; and 1rs councils, compoled
indeed of great and good men, Were vet in no de-
ce verfed in the bufinef , which they were now
led to dire&t. The ‘Il“‘lV was formed of brave
and hardy 1()1(11(15, and of waﬂmr and fenfible offi-
cers 3 but it was gathered, and di fperfed, 1n a day ;
:md “when moft neceffar v, and prefented with the
faircft opportunities of {uccelsful enterprife, had dif-
‘1ppe;:1r(,d Never did he appear greater, than 1n
thefe feafons of trial and depreffion. No enterprifes
of his thire with more ]u“(ra, than his decampment
from *Long-1fland, his retreat from General Howe
through New-Jerfey, his defcent upon Trenton, §
518 elufion of Tlord Cornwallis at Trenton, his con-
fequent march through New-Jerfey, in which he
defeated the Britith corps at Princeton, and the ad-
drefs, with wiich he preferved the appearance of a
a.ouﬁdemblf’* force at Morriftown, where, throueh
the winter, he had only ¢leven or twelve hundred
men, and thefe under 4 fuccefiive inoculation, o re-
{ift the whole Briadb army.

L *!
Ccol

Jut his oulitary life had alio s fealons of profpe-
riry. His iuu(ﬂf_ were, however, almolt alwavs
obtained at the head of a force, Inferior to that of
his enemy, and of confequence were, 1 an eminert.
degree, the refule of his own eifors.  flike the 1l-
luftrious men, to whom 1 have compared hin, lie
had the happmefs of ending the great controverfy,
in which ke had engaged, and n which his country

was the ftake, with a final and complete ummuh
All that, for which he fouchr, and that the gre ateft
DIZE, whlch excites huinan contention, he gamid ;

;:...,*‘rd haved long umuwl LG DOaD G ..,muo”& feveglil of
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his labours 1 the peace and fafery, the veneration
I

L

and bleflings, of hus countrymen.

F11s political, was notlels honorable than his mi-
firarv, Creer. W hen, undcer tne weaknefs and in-
cfctency of the Cfmf'cdcr:.a*i‘ion thele States were
falling afunder, and tumbling into anarchy and ruin,
he wnmbutad... st che head of the General Conven-
tion, more, by his wildom, vircue and influence,
chan anv other man, to the final adoption of the Fe-
ceral Contlitution ; and thus faved his country a
fccond ime.  Twice fummoned by the unanimous
volce of the nation  to the Prefidency of the General
Government, he there, in aferies of wile, firm, and
oencrous micatures, ftepped often between the State
and deftruc¢tion.  His Proclamation of Neutrality,
particularly, was the hinge, on which, at that time,
the whole well being of our country turned. No
nublic mealure was CVtI‘ more neceflar ¥, more happi-
ty umed, or more prudently conduéted. To tl 4t
meafure 1s 1t probably owing, that we are allowed
thus peaceably to affemble, this dav, 1n henour o
his memory.

T ne luftre of ali his nnht&ry and political altions,
ad the glory of his whole character, apparently in-
:dpﬂblu of addition, he has neverthelefs enbanced
by two fincular traits of diffinction s lus refufal o
accept of a compenfation for lis fervices ; H**d b
re pcatc.d voluntarv rehignation of his high oﬂuu
whillt in the entire poiTtﬁlon of univerial veneration.
:and perfectly affured of the unanimous public fuf-
irage. I do not here intend, that great men ouche
of courfe to decline pecuniary rewards; or to retyre,
i all circumnftances,  {rom pLhi;(‘ to prvate life.
it could not have Lc en the duty of cither of the prin-
ces, whofe character | hsve oven.  But no duty

».

forbade him to do both ; and indoine berh he Liss
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{ecured a glory, which1s fingular.  Nothing could
have fo diicovered his {elfpofieffion, evinced his fu-
periority to ambition, or proved his mind to be the
refidence of patriotiim and principle.

In private life he was the {ame dignified charaét-
er. All his affairs were {uperintended by himfelf,
and were of courfe always in exat order and profper-
cus thrift. To his neighbours, to the public, to all
men, he was juft, generous, and humane; to the *
poora fteady, and confpicuous benefactor; and to
his family whatever 1s found in the fulleft and meoft a-
miable difcharge of the domeftic duties.

THRouGH the plantation, on which he refided,
ran a {tream, ftored with fith. This fithery two
days 1n the week he made, together with his own
boats and nets, the property of the furrounding
poor ; =nd frequently directed his fervants to aid
them In taking and curing their booty.

In the courfe of the war, he wrote, as 1 have been
well informed, to his friends in Virginia, a propofal
to free his {ervants, fhould the Legiflature think it
confiftent with the general welfare. 'This plan he
has realized in his will ; and the public are already
informed, that it will be {peedily executed by his
moit refpectable Executrix.

Arrter the furrender of Yorktown, he returned,
at the end of eight years abfence, to vifit his family.
His fervants had voluntarily arranged themielves in
two lines, from his manfion houfe to the creek which
runs before the door. When he came 1n fight,
thele humble and aftectionate domettics fent up a
fhout of joy, and uttered an extravagance of trani-
port ; the wemen by fhrieking, beating their breafts,
and rending their hair ; and the men by cries and
fears, and all the gefticulations, with which nature,

See Plote ¥,
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in uninformed and unpolifhed {ociety, gives vent to
exceflive paffion. When he had creflfed the creek,
he delayed his progrefs to his beloved abode, to
fhake all the adults by the hand, and to {peak ten-
derly and affettionately to the children. ¢ Wever,
faid the gentleman, from whom I received this in-
fmmatlon « was I fo dehghtiglly aifected, except
at the fmrender of Yorktown ; and then, only be-
cauje I confidered the independence of my country
as {ecured.”

On the attributes, manifefted by this great man
in his conduét, 1 beg leave to make the following
obfervations.

GENERAL W ASHINGTON was great, not by means
of that brilliancy-of mind, often appropriately term-
ed genitus, and ufually coveted for ourfelves, and
our children ; and almoft as ufually attended with
qualities, which preclude wifdom, and depreciate
or forbid worth; but by a conftitutional character
rmore happily formed. His mind was indeed inven-
tive, and full of refources ; but its energy appears
to have been originally direfted to that which 1s
practical and ufeful, and not to that which 1s fhewy
and {pecious. Hic judgment was clear and intul-
tive beyond that of moft who have lived, and {eem-
ed inftinctively to difcern the proper anfwer to the
celebrated Roman queftion ; * Cui bono erit? To
this his inceflant attentien, and unwearied obferva-
tion, which nothing, whether great or minute, efca-
ped, doubtlefs contributed 1n a high degree. What
he obferved he trealured up, and thus added daily
to his ftock of ufeful knowledge. Hence, although
his early education was 1n a degree confined, his
mind became poflefied of extenfive, various, and ex-
act iformation. Perhaps there never was a nund,

* What good purpofe will it anfwer?
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on which theoretical {ipeculations had lefs influence,
and the decifions of common fenfe more.

AT the fame time, no man ever more carneftly
or unifornily {fought advice, or regarded 1t, when
civen, with more Crltual attention. 'I'be opinions
of friends and eneghies, of thole who abetted, and
of thofe who oppofed, his own {yftem, he ehplored
and fecured alike. His own opinions, allo, he fub-
mitted to his proper counfellours, and often to oth-
ers ; with ademand, that they thould be fifted, and
expofed, without any tendernets to them becaufe
th{:y’ were his; infifting, that they fhould be confi-
dered as opintons me rc]}f, and, as fuch, fhould be
fubjetted to the freeft and inoft tevere inveftigation.

Wien any meafure of importance was to be aéted
on, he delayed the formation of his judement unul
the lalt moment ; that he nught fecurc to hunfelf,
alway, the benefit of every hmr opinion, and cir-
cumflance, which 1 might contribute either to con-
firm, or cnange, his decifion. Flence, probably,
it in a great meafure arofe, that he was fo ra,r-sl_v
committed ; and that his decifiens have {0 rarel
produced regret, and have been fo clearly Juﬂiﬁed
both by cheir confequences and the judgment of
mankind.

Wirn this preparation, he formed a judgment
finally and wholly his own ; and although no man
was ever more anxious before a meafure was adop-
ted, probably no man was ever lefs anxious after-
wiard  He had done his duty, and left the 1ffue to
Providence.

To ail this condu& his hizh independence of
mind greatly contributed. By this T ointend a {p1-
%.’u_? which dares (o do it dutv, againit {riends and
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enemies, and in profperous and adverfe circumftan-
ces, alike ; and which, when it has done its duty,
1s regardlels of opinions and confequences.

Nor was he lefs indebted to his peculiar * firn-
nefs. He not only dared to at in this manner,
but uniformly fuftained the fame tone of thought
and feeling, fuch, 4s he was ac the decifion, he ever
after continued to be ; and all men defpaired of ope-
rating on him unlefs through the medium of con-
vition. The fame unchanging fpirit fupported
him through every part of his aftonifhing trials, du-
ring the war ; and exhibited him as ezaltly the
- fame man after a defeat, as after a vi€tory; neither
elated nor deprefled, but always grave, ferene, and
prepared for the event.

I'rom other great men he was diftinguithed by an
exemption from favouritiim, Noman ever {o en-
aroffed his attachment, as to be fafe, for a moment,
from deferved reproof, or cenfure ; nor was any
man ever {o difrelithed by him, as, on that account,
to fail of receiving from hin whatever applaufe, or
{ervices, his merit could claim. Hence his friends
feared, and his enemies refpected him,

H1s moderation and felf government were fuch
that he was always in his own power, and never in
the power of any other perfon. Whatever paffions
he felt, they rarely appeared. His condudt, opini-
ons, and life, wore unufually the charater of mere
intelle&t. Hence he was never found unguarded,
or embarraflcd ; but was always at full liberty to do
that, and that only, which expediency and duty de-
manded. A firiking inftance of this trait in his

charaler is feen in the well known faé ; thathe ne-
D

* See Notg G-
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Ver e:{r::.ﬂpnted himfelf from any charge, nor replied
to any caiumny.  His accufers, for ﬁJCh he had,

had opportunity to male the moft of their. accufa-
L10NS ; ; his calumnia OIS, 13 theu coniciences pv...lll’llt-
fff‘ﬂ to ”f"t_l_,! lu, pCZl(,C -

Fis ,uﬁwc was exadt, but tempeied W1th the ut-
moft humanity, * which the occafion would fuffer.
Flis truth no {ober:man, who knew him, probablv
cver doubted. - Wartchful agum{’c his own expofures
to error, hie was rarely found crring ;. jealous of do-
gy njuitice, if he has dene m_;uﬂ.ice, it 1s vet, I be-
A'Lve, unrecorded. ' S

roe-

His refervednefs has been at €uies cenfured. I
me 1t appears to have been an important and necet-
fary charaCleriftic of a perfon fitvated as he was.
In familiar hfe a communicative difpofition is gene-

rally pleafing, and often ufeful; in his high ftations
it would have besn. dangerous.  One unﬂruarded Qr
ambiguous expreffion mmht have produced evils,.the
“emedv of which would have been beyond cven his
own power.  No fuch expreflion is recorded of him:;

His p Un&uality was extreme. He rofe always
with the daawn ; he dined at a given minute ; he
attended every appoinumnent at the moment. Hence
ins bulinefs public and private was always done at
t.ae proper time, and always beforehand. B

INo perfon appears to have had a higher fenfe of
decorum, and univerfal propriety. The eye, fol-
lowing his public and private hife, traces an unex-
ceptionable propriety, an exa&,drzcomm, In every
action ; in every word ; in his demganour to men of
every cldfs 3 1n his pubhc COmMIMNICations ; 1n hb
convivial entertainments; in his letters; and in his

.. , v o,
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familiar converfation ; from wiich oiuntness, fatte-
ry, witticifim, indehicacy, negl: ucgu, paiiion, and
overaion, were alike em.luded

I'rom  thefe things harpnv combined, alwavs
{een, and {een alﬁ'a)s i their native Luhrj without
art, or affefation, 1t arofe, that, wherever he ap)-
peared, an inftinétive awe and vencration atiended
him on the partof all men.  livery man, hawever
areat 1n his own opinion, or 1n reality, fhionltin his
preience, and became conicious of an mferiority,
which he never fele before.  Whilfll e uuo* ::i-'md
every man, particularly every ftranger, and peculi-
arly every difiident man, and raied him to fell- -1Oi-
feffion, no fober perfon, however fecure he might
think himfelf of his efteem, cver prefumed to draw
t00- near him,

Wit refpect to his religious chara@er there hav
been different opinions. No one will be fus prifed at
this, who reflets, that thisis a fubject, abont w hich,
in all circumftances not involving infpired teflimony,
doubts may and will exift. The evidence concers-
ing It mutt of courfe arife from an indu&ion of par-
ticulars. . Some will induce more of thaie particu-
lars, and others fewer ; fome will reft on one clafs,
or coilection, others on another; and {fome will give
more, and others lefs, weight to thoie which are in-
duccd ; according to t11611 feveral ]UudLS, and frand -
ards, of wdeing.  The queftion n this, and ali o-
ther cafes, mu of be ﬁml‘y determined belfore anciher
iribunal, than that of human judgment 5 and to thas
mumnl it muft ultimately be left. Lor MY GWil
part, 1 have confidered his numerous and unforn
public and moft folemn declarations of Lis high ve-

weration for religion, his exemplary une bedifying at-
tention to publl(, wWO! ﬂﬂp, and s Cm“;i‘f:l;‘:{?jf T

‘1-11!' f

cret devotion, as proofs, follicient to latsty overy
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perfon, willing to be fatisfied. I fhal only add,
that if he was not a Chriftian, he was more like one,
than any man of the fame de{cription, whofe life has

been hitherto recorded.

As a warrior, his merit has, I believe, beenfully
and readily acknowledged ; yet I have doubted
whether i1t has always been juftly eftimated. His
military greatnefs lay not principally in defperate
{allies of courage ; in the daring and brilliant ex-
ploits of a partifan: Thefe would have 1ll fuited his
ftation, and moft probably have ruined his caufe
and country. It confifted in the formation of exten-
five and mafterly * plans; effetual preparations,
the cautious prevention of great evils, and the watch-
ful feizure of every advantage ; in combining hete-
rogeneous raterials 1into one military body, produ-
cing a fyftem of military and political meafures,
concentering univerfal confidence, and diffufing an
i influence next to magical; in comprehending a
oreat fcheme of war, purfuing 2 regular fyftem of
acquiring ftrength for his country, and wearing out
the ftrength of his enemies. T'o his conduét, both
military and political, may, with exact propriety,
be applied the obfervation, which has been often
made concerning his courage ; that in the moft ha-
zardous fituations no man ever faw his countenance

change.

Pernars, 1 fhall be thought to have dwelt too
tong, and too minutely, on his charatter. 1 hope
T fhall be juftified, partially at leaft, when it is re-
membered, that 1 have been feizing the beft oppor-
tunity, which1 fhall ever enjoy, of teaching, in the
moft affefting manner in my power, the youths
co.nmitted to my inftruction, and forming a part of

# See Note I, i See Note J.
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this audience, the way to become great, refpectable,
and ufeful. ~

SucH, my friends and fellow citizens, was the
man, whole death we are aflembled to lament, and
whofe worth we commemorate. L.ike the illuftri-
ous fubjeét of my text he ftands alone in his nati-
on. ILike him he was great in the {plendor of de-
fignation, in wifdom, 1n effort, in fuccefs, 1n the im-
portance of his talents, virtues and labours, to the
nation over whom he prefided in war and peace ;
in the eftimation, the love, and the tears, of hls
country. On this refemblance 1 have dwelt lefs,
becaufe I fuppofe others have dwelt more ; yet I can-
not forbear to add, that in the death of thefe diftin-
guifhed men there is a fimilarity not a hittle ftriking.
Both died 1n advanced years, but without any previ-
ous decay of faculties, or glory; both left their ref-
pective nations, not indeed eftablithed, but fo far
advanced, as not abfolutely to demand a continuance
of their fupermtendency ; and both were honored
by a national and {fpontaneous mourning, as the laft
tribute of public veneration. Miraculous fupport
our nation could not hope for under any leader; but
the fignal interpofitions of Heaven in our behalf,
while under his euidance, ought ncver to be for-

gotten.

To Americans his name will be ever dear ; a {a-
vour of {weet incenfe, delcending to every {ucceed-
ing generation, 'The things, which he has done, are
too great, too interefting, ever to be forgotten.
Fvery object which we fee, every cmployment 1n
which we are engaged, every comfort which we en-
joy, reminds us daily of his chara&ter. ‘I'he general
peace, liberty, religion, fafety, and profperity, itrong-
ly imprefs, 1n every place, what he has done, fuffer-
ed, and atchieved, When a Tegiflature niwn*b]w
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to enact laws ; when Courts meet to diftribute 1uf-
tice ; when COiwreUatlnns aather to worfhip God
they naturally, and almoft neceflanly, fay ¢ To
V\Tafhmggton itis owing, under God, that we are
here.” Thefarmer puriumo- li1s plouoh in peace, the
nechanic following the bufinefs of his thop in fafety,
afcribes the PFIVIlEO‘B to Wathington. The houvie
which, uninvaded, fhelrers us from the ftorm, .the
cheerful firefide furrounded by. our little ones, :the
table {pread 1n quiet with the bounties-of Providence,
the bed on which we repofe in undifturbed fccurlw,
utters, in ‘filent but expreflive language, the meémo-
ry, and the praife, of W afhington.  Every fhip
bears the fruitsof his labours on its wmcrsj and ex-
ultingly{preads its ftreamers. to his honour. The
{tudent: meets himvin the ftill and. peaceful walk ;
the traveller fees him in all the profperous and fmil-
ing {cenes of his journey ; and our whole country
in her thrift, -ordet,-fafety, and 'morals, bears, infcrt-
bed 1n {unbeams, throughout her hills and her plams,
the name and the g]ory of W afhington.

FroM a fubjeé’t fo ﬁr*cru]ar, and o edifying, it is
not eafy to fail of gaining ufeful pra@ical inflru@i-
on. Particularly, the meftimable benefits which we
have derived from the efforts of this great man,
cannot but prompt every ingenuous mind to remems-
ber, with unceafing rrratlcude the goodnefs of God
1 beftowing upon us fuch a bldﬁna God, who
formed and ﬁ]!‘l’llﬂltd him for labours fo uu.fu] and
for a life {o Glorlom In what 4 manncer muﬂ the
late war have clofed, had the fuprcmf* commmand of
our armies fallen to a weak or unprincipled man ?
What would have becn its iffue, had the powerful
attemnpt to difplace him, and 1o fubflitute a foreigner,
fucceeded ? Think, 1 beiccul you, of the umform
condiuon of a COHqU{?I ed nation ; O ﬂuhx}‘} IO() con-

ry -

Gdered as rebels by their conquerors. Fhink what
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it would have been to have had your armies betray-—
ed. your lands ravaged, your houfes burht, vour
beft citizens broucrht to the halter, your wives and
daughters dlﬂmnnured and your children- houfelefs,
nakcd and famifthed. Think of the long and hope-
lefs period, through which the broken fpmt, the ru-
ined: muorals, the wide- foread .ignorance, and the loft
energy, of your country would ‘have perpetuated
your mlferm%, and prevented your pofterity from e-
merging again to the character of men, and the

n}eﬁings of freemen.

To thefe wretched fcenes contraft your prefent
freedom, peace, fafety, glory;, and felicity. To
whom are they owing ? The heart {ponraneoufly an-
fwer, < Firft to God, and next to Wathihgton.” I
mean not to detrat from the wifdom, bravery, or
worth, of his generous companions in the council,
and in the field.  heerfully do I render to them
the illuftrious honours, which they have merited,
and won ; and heartily do I rejoice to fee thofe, who
ftill live, fuftaining and increafing, in {fo many in-
ftances, the high eftimation, which they had {o am-
ply deferved of their country. Butinall that I have
faid of their illuftrious Chief they will be the firft to
unite, becaufe they nave known him more intimate-
iy than others..  With them will -all their country-
men infunétively accord ; for his labours have been {o
oreat, {o good, {o endearing, that they cannot but be
feated in every American heart. May our grati-
tude to the Author alwaysaccompany, and mtallv
tranicend, our admiration of the inftrument; let it
infpirit every reflection, and mingle with every joy.

~ By him, alfo, are our rulers, at the prefent and
at every future period, taught how to rule. The
fame condult will everproduce fubftantially the

iaume eftects ; che fame public well being, the fame
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glory, the fame veneration. To be wife and good ;
to forget, or reftrain, the dictates of paffion, and o-
bey thofe of duty; to feek fingly the public wel-
fare, and lole 1n it perfonal gratification; to refift
calmly and firmly the paflions, and purfue only the
interefts, ol a nation, 1s the great fecret of ruling
well.  When thefe things are exhibited in the ftrong
light of example, and crowned with fuccefs and ho-
nor, they are taught 1n a manner beyond meafure
more impreffive, than can be found in rules and ar-
guments. Here they are already tried, and pro-
ved. Here they are feen furrounded by all their
delightful attendants, and followed by all their hap-
py confequences. The cenviction produced is com-
plete, the impreffion {upreme. From this great ex-
ample all rulers may learn wifdom, and our rulers
more than any other. ‘They are rulers of the very
people, who loved and reverenced him, and who
will, of courfe, love and reverence them, fo far as
they tread in his footfteps. They, alfo, know and
feel his charalter, and fuccefs, more than 1s poffible
for others. Wildom, therefore, and duty demand
of them, and 1n a peculiar degree, ftudioufly to co-
py lo glorious a pattern.

TuE youths, alfo, of our country, who with to
become great, ufeful and honourable, will here find
the beft directions, and the moft powerful incite-
ments. T'o be grear, ufeful, and honourable, they
mult refemble him. The very altions, which he
performed, they may indeed not be called to per-
form ; the {ufferings, which he underwent, they
may not be obliged to undergo; but the attributes,
which he poffefled and difplayed, muft, in 2 good
degree, be poffefled and diplayed by them alfo.

I.er them particularly remember, that greatnefs
t3 not the refult of mer¢g chance, or gentus; that it




33

1s not the flath of brilliancy, nor the defperate faiiv
of ambition ; that it 1s, on the contrary, the combi-
ned refult of {trong mental endowments, vigorous
cultivation, honourable defign, and wife dire&tion.
It is not the glare of a meteor ; ghittering, dazzling,
confuming, and vanifhing ; but the ﬁcady and exal-

ted fplendour of the fun ; aiplendour which, while
it fhines with preeminent brightnefs, warms alfo,
enlivens, adorns, improves, and perfeéts, the objelts,
on which it fhines : olorious indeed by its luftre ;

but {till more glorlous in the vleful effelts pro-
duced by 1ts power. Of this great truth the tran-
{cendant example before us isa moft dignified ex-
hibition. L.et them imitate, therefore, the inceflant
attention, the exaét oblfervation, the unwearied in-
duftry, the fcrupulous regard to advice, the flownefs
of decifion, the cauticus prudence, the nice punétu-
ality, the {trict propriety,the independence of thought
and feching, the unwavering firmnefs, the unbiaf:
fed impartlallty, the fteady moderation. the exatt
juftice, the unveering truth, the univerfal humamtv,ﬁ
and the high veneration for religion, and for God
always manifefted by this great man. Thus wili
future Wathingtoens arife to blefs our happy country.

As a nation we may derive from him many kinds
of inftrution and profit. This occafion will, howe-
ver, allow me to infiit on one only : The fteady
purfuit of that policy, which he fo unmiformly and
tuccefsfully purfued, and has fo forcibly recommend-
ed. In his farewell to the country which he fo lov-
ed and defended, we have his laft, and to us his dy-
ing words ; 2 moft impreffive recommendation of the
beft means of our national welfare ; the fum of all the
political wifdom, which he had imbibed from hLis
vaft experience ; the fubftance of that policy, by
which alone our fufety and happinefs can be enfur-

ed. In 1t weare moit affeCingly taught to prefaw:
k.
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our union ; to defpife trifling difcriminations ; to
reverence our conititution; to reje¢t watchfully all
affociations and factions, formed to oppofe it; to
nreferve a well balanced adnuniftration ; to encou-
rage literary inftitutions ; to promote, as of primary
importance, morality and religion ; to cherith public
credit ; to obferve juftice and good faith towards
all nations; to cultivate harmony and peace with
all ; to indulge antipathies and favouritiim towards
none; to refift, as dangerous and deadly, all foreign
influence ; to connelt ourfelves, politically, as little
as poflible ; and to hald, as much as maybe, a ftrict
and perpetual neutr<iity towards powers at war,
Here all the national interefts of America are con-
{fulted ; here all 1ts political wildom 1s fummed up
in 2 {ingle theet. Nothing can be added, necthing
without injury taken away. How greatly are thefe
precepts recommended by the character of their
author, and by the fuccefs with which they have
been followed 1n prattice. How ftrongly are they
enforced by his labours for our country, by the glo-
ry which he attained while fteadily purfuing them,
and by the manner, and the time, in which they
were delivered. Happy, beyond meafure, is it for
thefe States, that he purfued them fo long; that
they have been fo clofely followed by his able and
virtuous fucceflor ; that they are now the only poli-
cy of our government, and the efficient policy of our
country. Happy, beyond meafure, will it be, if
our nation fhould henceforth make thern its great
political creed, and the only rule of its political
meafures, at home, and abroad., Faction, party,
diffention, will then ceafe ; murmurs be loftin peace
and profperity ; intrigues be rendered infamous and
hopelefs ; foreign influence no more lift up 1ts {naky
head ; the danger of invafion vanith; the govern-
ment our country totter no more; the great politi-
cal problem, Whether a free and happy Republic

can be durable, be finally and propitioufly folved ;
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and Americans find lefs reafon to lament, that
Walhington 1s dead ; becaufe they will ftill {ee him
live in the policy and glory, the fafety and peace,
the virtue and felicity, of his beloved country.

N o7 ES.

A.

Itis a curious fa&, that Hume, clthough he is obliged
to recite the extraordinary plety of Alfred, yet totally omits
the mention of 1t in his panegyric on hischaralter.

B.

For {pecimens of the peculiar modefty of General Wath.
mgton fee his written acceptance of the chief command of
the army, and his acceptance of the Prefidency. Obferve,
alfo, the fact ; that he never made his great altions any
part of the fubject of his converfation.

C.

There have been many doubts concerning the character
of General Wathington, as a writer. Various perfons
have denied, that he wasatall, or in any refpeétable de-
gree, the anthor of the feveral compofitions, which are
prefented to the public, as his. It may be a fatisfa&tion to
my readers to be informed, that the addrefs to the officers of
the army inreply to the letters of Major Armflrong, was
penned by his own hand, and never feen by any perfon,
until after it was publicly delivered. The originals of his
anfwers, alfo, tothe addrefles prefented to him, in hislaft
tour through the Eaftern States, are now on file (as I am
informed from high authority) in his own hand.

When he began to read the abovementioned addrefs to
the oflicers, he found himfelf in fome degree embarraiied
by the imperfedtion of his fight. Taking out his fpectacles,
he faid, ‘“ rthefe eyes,” my friends, ¢ have grown dim,
and thefe locks white, in the fervice of my country, yetl
have never doubted her juttice.”

1'he fiyle of General Wathington, it is obferved by the
authors of the Britifh critic, is {tronply marked with that
digmfied fimplicity, which is the proof of a great mind.
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Upwards of gooo men, together with the great body of
artillery, ammunition, horfes, carriages, cattle, provifions,
&c. were conveyed from Long-Ifland te New-York, while
the Britifh army was {o near, wnat their men were diftinétly
heard at work with their pick.axes and fhovels. Theriver
is near a mile wide, and the decampment lafted thirteen
hours ; yet the enemy were perfectly ignorant of the mea-
{ure, until it was completed. It ought here to be obferv-
ed, that, about 2 o’clock in the morning, a thick fog pro-
videnually favoured the retreating army.

E.

The firft knowledge, which Lord Cornwallis had of the
retreat of General Wathington, was in the mornmng ; afew
minutes before ihe noife of the cannon at Princeton was
heard at Trenton. Sir William Erikine, it is aflerted, ur-
ged Lord Cornwaills to place a flrong body of troops at the
bridge over Sanpink Creek; apprehending, that General
Wathington would retreat into the heart of New- jer{ey
rather than attempt to crofs the Delaware. This, howev.-
er, wasrcfuled. Very early in the morning, l.ord Corn.
wallis, whilein bed, was nformed, that General Wafhing-
ton bad decamped. Sir William at that moment came in.
His Lordfhip afked him, whither he believed the American
Generaltobe gone.  Atthatinftant, the artillery was heard
from the neighbourhoed of Princeton. <¢¢ My Lord,” faid
oSir William, ¢ General Wafhington tells you where
he 1s. Do you not hear him calling to vou to come after
him 2”7

So {ilently was this retreat condulted, thatthe American
centinels at the bridge knew nothing of 1t, untl themfelves
were ordered to quit their poft.

K.

To the fuperintendant of his eftate he wrote from the
army In the following terms.

‘¢ Let the hofpitality of the houfe be kept up with re-
{petto the poor. Let no one go hungry away. If any of
this fort of people fhould be in want of corn, fupply their
neceilities, provided 't does not encourage themin idlenefs.
] have no objeltion to yeur giving my mouncy In charity
when you think it will be wcll beftowed ; 1 mean that itis
my defire, that it fhould be done. You are to confider,
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hat neither mylelf nor my wife arein the way to do-thefe
good offices.”  See Deflor Trumbull’s Sermon. Inote.
. G.

In a letrer from a gentleman in Alexandria to his friend
in Hartford, publifftedin the Connedticut Courant, it is de-
clared, that General Wathington clofed his own eyes.
Thus, 1t appears, his firmmnefs forfook him not even in
the article of death.

H.

[ The humanity of General Wathington Bas been im-
peached, and his charadter virulently attacked, with refpect
to the execution of Major Andre ; but he was moft unjuil-
ly impeached. 1 am warranted to declare, that hLe felt
and exhibited the tendereft compallion for that unfortuunate
young man, and that Major Andre often exprefled to an
American oficer, of high relpe&ability, the very polite
and humane treatment, which he received from General
W afhington. |

1.

Among the plans devifed by General Wathington for mi-
litary operations, and expreflive of his greatnefs of mind,
1 beg leave to mention the plan for attacking the Britifh on
the Delaware, in three points at once, of which only the
attack on Col. Rahl at Trenton fucceeded, the others being
preven.ed by the ice ; the plan of attacking the troops at
Princeton ; the plan of crofling the Brandywine to attack
Lord Cornwallis ; the plan of attack at Gerwcantown 3 the
plan of the bold and {uccefsful attack on Steney Point 3 and
the great plan of capturing the Britith force at Yorktown,
involving the complete illufion of Sir Henry Clintou.

To thele oughtto be added a bold and mafterly defign of
attacking the whole Britifh force on New-York Hiand,
near the clofe of the campaign in 1782. In this defipn
Col. T'almadge was to have aitacked the enemy on Long-
Ifland, the preceeding night, with a body of 750 choice
troops, and thence to have marched on horfeback to Hell.
Gate, where boats, ready to receive him, were to have
tran{ported the corps to the oppofite fhore.  Another bady
under the command of a General Officer was to have
marched to Kingfbridge, to attack the enemy in front, and
to keep them in full expeftation of being aflanled there
only : while the main body of the army was to huve CoNe
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in boats down Hudfon’s River, and, landing below the ene.
my in the night, was to bave made the principal attack on
their rear. The American army was at this time in g1 eat
force, and perfeltly dilciplincd and {upplied. Had this de-
fign been attempted, there is every reafon to believe, that,
attacked at one moment, in front, flank and rear, atday-
break, and with total {urprife, the triumph over them mult
in all probability have been complete. It was prevented
by acircamftance wholly providential.  T'wo Britifh fri, .tes
moved up the North River the preceeding day, anchored
direitly oppofite to the American army, and thus prevented
the intended embarkation. There 1s not a reafon to 1ma-
gine, that the Britith commander hed a {ufpicion of the de-
{icn formed againft him. Itis however happy, that it mif.
carried ; for theprovifional articles of peace had been alrea-
dy figned in Europe. Of the above defign 1 have the beft
information.

[In no period of General Wafhington’s military life did his
talents and commanding influence appear more conipicuous
than at the battle of Monmoeuth. The flower of the army
under General Lee were retreating before the enemy, and
almoft without having made anv refiftance. When they
were thus thrown back upon General Wafhington, at the
head of his fatigued and ilifupplied army, it is furpriling,
that the panic did not become general. General Wafhing-
ton brought his own troops forward, checked the Britth,
and foon convinced Lee’s flying troops, not only, that there
was no occafion for their retreat, but that they could defeat
the enemy. General Wathington never had full credit for
this heroic exploit ; and it has been tnought, that if full
juftice had been done by the Courtmartial, General Lee
would have been cafthiered.]

[ His aftonifhing vower of commanding the minds of men
was often exemplificd in quieting mutinies, of which he had
too many during his military courie. But ne writer has
done him juftice for his Fabian condu¢t when the army was
en the borders of difbanding. Some well written inflam.
matory pieces were addrefled to the army, after the prelimi-
nary articles of peace had been iigned, inviung them not to
lay down their arms, until the country fhould do them jui-
tice. Their toils and fuflerings had ripened them {or any
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defperate undertaking. In the glorious office of Mediator
between his country and the army he appeared with 2 dig-
nity fapreme. He convened and addrefled the officers ;
the hurricane of paffion {ubfided; and reafon, duty, and
oeace refumed their dominion. The addrefs, and the pub-
lic orders which followed it,are perpetual monuments of his

greatnefs and patriottm,.

N.B. For the Notes included 11 brackets I am indebted fo
Col» Talmadges
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PRESIDENT’s ADDRESS.
f Brom L L
R R R Y Y
0O THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES.

FRIENDS AND FELLOW-CITIZENS,

THE period for a new eleclion of a Citizen, to admini.
fter the executive government of the United States, being
not far diftant, and the time altually arrived, when your
1hioughts muft be employed in defignating the perfon, who
15to be cloathed with that impoertant truft, it appears tome
proper, efpecially asit may conduce to a more diftinct ex-
pretiton of the public voice, that I fhiould new apprife you
ot the refolution I have formed, to decline being confidered
among the number of thofe, outof whom a cheice is to be
niaae,

Ibeg you, atthe {ame time, te do me the juitice to be
aflured, that this refolution has not been taken, without a
itri¢t regard to all the conkderations appertaining to the re-
lIation, which binds a dutiful citizen to his coumry ; and
that, in withdrawing the tender of {ervice which filence m
ry fituation might imply, 1 am infinenced by no diminution
of zeal for your future intereft ; no defictency of grateful
refpet for your paft kindnefs : But am f{upported by a
tull conviction that the {tep is compatable witly both.

The acceptance of, and continnance hitherto in the office
to which your fuffrages have twice called me, have been
a2 untform facrifice of inclination to the opinion of cuty, and
to a deference for what appeared to be your defire. 1 con-
{tantly hoped, that it would have been much earlier in my
power confiftently with motives, which I was not at hberty
to difregard, to return to that retirement, from which 1
had been reluftantly drawn. ‘The ftrength of my mclina-
tion. to do this, previcus to the laft election, had even led
to the preparation of an addrefs to declare it to you ; but
mature reflection on the then perplexed and critical poefture
of afluirs with foreigu nations, and the wnanimous advica of
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perfons entitied tomy confidence, impelled me to abandon

the idea- |
I rejoice, that the ftate of your concerns external as well

as internal, ne longer renders the purfuit of inclination in-
compatible with the fentiment of duty, or propriety : And
am perfuaded whatever partiality may be retained for my
{fervice, that in the prefent circumflances ef our country,
you will not difapprove my determination to retire.

The impreflions with which I firft undertook the arduous
truft, were explained on the proper occafion. In the dif-
charge of this truft, 1 will only fay, that I have with good
intentions, contributed towards the organization and admi-
niftration of the government, the beft exertionsof which a
very fallible judgment was capable. Not unconfcious, in
the out.fet, of the inferiority of my qualifications, experi-
ence in my own eyes, perhaps ftill more in the eyes ef others,
has ftrengthened the motives to diffidence of myfelf: And
every day the increaling weight of years admonifhes me
more and more, that the fhade of retirement is as neceflary
to me as it will be welcome. Satisfied that if any circum«
ftances have given peculiar value to my fervices, they were
temnporary, 1 have the confolation to believe, that while
choice and prudence invite me to quit the political {cene,

patriotifm does not forbid it.
In looking forward to the moment, which is intended to

terminate the career of my public life, my feelings do not
permit me to fufpend the deep acknowledgment of that debt
of gratitude which I owe to my beloved country, for the
many honors it has conferred upon me ; ftill more for the
ftedfait confidence with which it has fupported me ; and for
the opportunities I have thence enjoyed of ranifefting my
inviolable attachment, by fervices faithful and perfevering,
though in ufefuinefs unequal to my zeal.—If benefits have
refulted to our country from thefe fervices, let it always be
remembered to our praife, and as aninflruttive example in.
our annals, thatunder circumftances in which the paflions,
agitated in every diretion, were liable to miflead, amidft
appeararnices fometimes dublous—viciflitudes of fortune, of.
ten difcouraging in fituations, in which not unfrequently
want of fuccefs 1ias countenanced the {pirit of criticifim—rthe
conftancy of your fupport was the eflential prop of the ef-

forts, and a gurantee of the plans by which they were efe
F _.
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feQed. TProfoundly penetrated with this idea, I fhall car-
ry it with me to my grave, as a 111*011g mcitement t@  une-
cealing vows, that _H aven may.continue to. you the choi-
ceft tokens of its benificence—that your union and brother-
ly affection may be perpetual—that the {ree Conftitution,
which 1s the work of your hands, may be {acredly maiu-
tained-——that 1ts aaminiftration m ever department may be
ftamped with wifdom and virtue—that, m fine, the happi-
nefs of the people of thefe Srates, under the mfpmcs of liber-
ty, may oe made cowplete, by {o ureful apr elervation and
fo prudent a vfe of this viefiing, as will acquire to them the
giory of recommending it to the applauie, the affe&ion, and
adoption of every nation which is yet a ftranger to it.

Here perhaps, 1 ought to ftop. Bur{olicitude for your
welfare, which cannot end but with my life, and the ap-
prehen ﬁon of danger natural to that Iullmtude urge e oi
2n occafion hke the prefeit, to ofier to your {olemn con-
templation, and to recommend to your frequent review,
fome fentiments ; which are the refult of miuch refletio n
of no mconfiderable oblervation, and which appear to me
all-impertant to the permanency of your felicity as a people.
"Thefe will be offered te you wirh the mor= freedom, asyou
can only feel in them the difinterefted warningsof a parting
friend, who can pu*hbly have o perfonal motive to bias his
counfels Nor can I forpet,. as an encouragement to it,
your indulgent receptionof my fentimeuts on a former and
not diflimilar occafion. ~

Interwoven as is the love of liber ty with evely ligament
of your hearts, no recommendation of mine is neceflary to
fortify or conhrm the attachment.

The unity of Government which conflitutes vou one peo-
ple, 1s alfo now dear to you. It is juitly o , foritis a
main pilar in the edifice of your real Independence, the
fupport of your tranquility at home, your peace abroad ;
of your fafety ; of vour profperity ; of that very liberty
which you fo highly prize. But, as it is eafy to forefee,
thar from d'fferent caufes and from different quarters, much
pains will be wiken, many artifices em, loyed, 10 weaken in
your minds the convittion of this truth ; as this is the point
i vour polincal fortrefs, agamft which the batteries of in.
ternal and external enemies will b2 moft conftantly and ac-
tively, fthoweh oiten coverdy and intiduounfly ) directed, it is
of mfinite moment that you fhould properly eftimate the
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immenfeivalue of vour National - Union; %o your- collective
and mdividual i mﬁmufq 1 thatyou ﬂl(m‘d cherih a cordlal
habitual, and m}tnme’ab‘]e sattachment ~to it uccui’toumw
yourfelves to think and {peak-ofivasof the palladlum of your
political {afety and. profperfty, watching. for its prefervation
with jeatous an*\lery difcountenancing whatever may fug-
geft even a fufpicion: that it-can in any “event be abandoned ;
and lndlgmnrly frowning uPon the' firik dawmnb of every
attempt to alienate any portion of our .country from the
reft, or to-enteeble the' facred: tles WhiC{l NOW Iink together.

j i v

the various parts.. * 5
- For this you hawve e'verg inducement of fympat‘ly and in.

terefti .- Citizensy by birth br ;chmce, 6f a commeon country,
that country has aright:toi’ .concentrate ;your .afieftions.
'Thé name of AMERT CAN which pelongs to.you . in your
nafishal capacity, muft: always exalt the juft pride of patri-

Gtifm, more than any appellatiar‘derived from_ local difcri-
mmatlons. "With ilight fhades of difference, you have the
fame religion, - manners, habits and - political | prinapies.
You have in 2 common caufe , fought and criumphed toge-
ther ; the' Independence and Liberty you poflels are the
work of joint councils, and joint eﬁorta, of common dan-
gers, fafferings and foceeffes. '

But thefe confiderations however powerfully they addrefs
themfelves to your {en(ibiiity, are preatly outweighed by

thofe which apply more-immediately to your interett. Here

every portion ef our.country finds ,the moft commandmg
motives for carefully guarding and preferving the union of
the whole. ~ *

- “The ‘North, in an unreftrained intercourfe w ith the South,
protected by the equal laws of a common government, finds
in the proditCtions of the laster, great additional refources
of ‘maritime and commercial enterprife, and precious mate-
rials of manotatturing induftry.  “The Southin the famein-
tercourie, benefiting by the-agency of the North, {eesits a-
griculture grow, and its commerce expand. Turning part-
1} mto its own channels the feamen of the North, it finds its
pamcular navigation mvigorated—and while iz cmunbutcs |
in different ways, to nourifh and increafe the general n s
of the national navigation, it looks forward to the protetion
of a maritime firength, to which itfelf is unequallv adopted

Lhe Faff in alike mtcrwur’ie with the W/ c% already {inds,.

ia '

d
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zand in the progreflive improvement of interior communic
tions, by land and water,~will more amd more find a
valuable vent for the commodities which it brings from a-
broad, or manufatures at home. The Weff derives from
the £4f? {upplies requifite te its growth and comfort—and
what is perhaps of ftill greater confequence, it muit of re.
ceflity owe the fecure enjoyment of indifpenfable outlets for
its own produltions to the weight, influence, and the future
raritime Pcrc:;]gth of the Adantic {ide of the Union, dire&.
ed by an indifloluble community of intereft as one nation:
Any other tenure by which the Wef? can hold this eflential
advantage, whether derived from its own feparate ftrength,
or from an apoftate and unnatural connectiqn with any. fo..
reion power, muft be intrinfically precarious. .

While then every part of our country thus feels an im.
mediate and particular intereft in Union, all the parts combi.
ned cannot fail to find in the united mafs of means and. efa
forts, greater ftrength, greater refource, proportionably
greater fecurity, from external danger, a lefs frequent_in-
terruption of their peace by foreign nations 3 and what is of
ineftimable value ! .they muft derive from Union an exemp-
tion from thofebroils and wars between themfelves, which.
fo frequently affliG reighbouring countries, not tied toge-
ther by the {fame government ; which their own rivaifhips
alone would be fufficient to producc, but which oppsfite fo-
reign alliances, attachments and. intrigues would {timulate
ang imbitter. Hence likewife they will avoid the neceflity
of thofe overgrown military eftablifiments, which under
any form of government are inaufpicious to liberty, and
which are to be regarded as particularly hoftile ts Repub.
lican Liberty : In this fenfe it is, that your Umonought to
be confidered as a main prop of your liberty, and that the
Jove of the one cught toendear to you the prelervation of
the other. ,

Thefe confiderations fpeak a periuafive language to eve-
#y refleting and virtuous mind, and exhibit the continus.
ance of the Union asa primary obje of a patriotic defire.
Isthere 2 doubt, whether a common government can ém-
brace, fo large a fphere ?—Let experience folve it. To
liften to mere fpeculation in fuch a cafe were criminal.
We are authorifed to hope that a proper organizauon, of
the whole, with the auxiliary agency, of gevernments for
the refpedive fubdivifions, will afford 2 happy iflue-te the
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experiment.  *Tis well worth a fair and full experiment.
With fuch powerful and obvious motives to Union, affeting
aliparts of our country, while experiment ihall not have
demonf{lrated its impracticabjlity, there will always be rea-
fon to diftruft the patriofifin of thofe, who in any quarter
may endeavour to weaken its bands. | |

In contemplating the caufes which may difturb our Union,
1t occurs as matter of ferious concern,that any ground fhould
be furnifhed for chara&erifing parties, by Geagraphical dif-
criminations— Nothern and Southern-— Atlantic and INefern s
whence defigning men may endeavour to excite a belef,
that there is a real difference of local interefts and viewss
One of the expedients of party to acquire influence, with-
in particular diftrilts, is to mifreprefent the opinions and.
aims of other’ diftri®s.” You cannot fhield yourfelves too
much againft the jealoufies and heart burnings which {pring
from thefe mifreprefentations : they tend to render alien to
each other thofe who ought to be bound together by fra-
ternal aftection..—The inhabitants of our weftern country
have lately had ‘a ufeful leflon on this head : They have
feen, in the negociation by the Executive, and in the una.
nimous ratification by the Senate, of the Treaty with Spain,
and in the univerf{al fatisfa&tion at that event, throughout
the United Srates, a decifive proof how unfourded were
the fufpicions propagated among them, of @ policy in the -
general government and in the Atlantic {tates unfriendly
to their interefts in regard to the Miflifippi ; they have
been witnefles to the formmation of two treaties, that with
(reat-Britain and thar with Spain, which fecure 1o them
~yéry thing they could defire, in refpect to our foreign re-
ations, towards confirming their profperity. Will it not
be-their wildom to rely for the prelervation of ihefe ad-
vantages on the UN1oN bv which they were procured ?
Will they not henceforth be deaf to thefe advilers, if {uch
they are, who would fever thesa from their brethren, and
connect them with aliens ? )

To the efficacy ard permanency of your Union, a go.
veraument for the whole is indifpen{able.. WNo alliances,
however #ri&, between the padts can be an adequate fub-
flitute 5 they will inevitably experience the infractions and
interruptions which all alliances in all tunes have experien-
ved-—3Senfib'e of this momentous truth, you have 1nprov-
ed vpon your firft eflay, by the adoption of a confhitunien o
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a' government better calculated - than your former for an
mtimate Union, and for the efficacious management of your
common concerns. This government, the offspring of
your ownr choice, urinfluenced and unawed, adopted ‘upon
full mveftigation and mature deliberation, completely free in-
1ts prmciples, m the diftribution of its powers, uniting fecn-
rity with energy, and containing within itfelf a provifion
for 1ts own amendment, has a jult claim to your confidence
and your {fupport. Refpe@ for its authority, compliance
with 1tslaws, acquielcence in its meafures, are duties en-
joined by the fundamental maxims of true liberty. The
bafis of our political {yftems -is the right of the people to
“make and to alter their conftitutions ‘of government. . But,
the conftitution which at any time exifts, till changed by
an explicit and authentic a& of the whole people; 1s facred-
Iy obligatory upon all.'* The very idea of the power and
the right of the people to eftablith government, pre.fuppo-
{es the duty of every individual to obey the eftablithed go-
vernment. o | L L
~All obitrultions to the execution of the Jaws, all combi-
natiohs and affociations, under whatever plaufible charac-
ter, with the real defign to dire&, controul, counteraét or
awe the regular deliberation and action of the conftituted
authorities, are deftrutive of this fundamental priaciple,’
and of fatal tendency. They ferve to organize fa&tion, to
give 1t an artificial and extraordinary force—to put in the
place of the delegated will of the nation, the will of a party,
often a finall but artful and enterprifing minority of the
community ; and, according toc the alternate triumphs of
difrerent parties, to make the public adminftration the mir-
vor of the ill concerted and incongruous projets of fation,
rather than the organ of confiftent and. wholefome plans
digefted by commoun ceuncils and modified by mutual in-
terefts. |
- However combinations or affociations of the above de-
{cription, may now and then an{wer popular ends, they are
likely in the courfe of time and things, to become potent
engines, by which cunning, ambitious and vnprincipled
men, will be enabled to fubvert the power of the people,
and to ufurp for thémfelves the reins of government ; de-
{troying afterwards the very engines which have lifed them
teunjuit dominion.
- "Towards the prefervation of your government, and the
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permanency of your prefent happy ftate, itis requifite, not
only that you fteadily difcountenance irregular oppofition
to its acknowledged authority, but alfo that you refift with
care, the {pirit of innovation upon its principles, however
{pecious the pretexts. One method of aflault may be to
effect in the forms of the conftitution, alterations which will
impair the energy of the {yftem, and thus to undermine
what cannot be directly overthrown. In all the changzs
o which you may be mvited, remember that time and ha-
bit are at leaft as neceflary to fix the true charatter of go-
vernment, as of other human inflitutions that experience is
the fureft {tandard, by which to teit the real tendency of
the exifting conftitution of a country—~that facility in chan-
ges wpon the credit of mere hypotliefis and opinion, expo-
ies to perpetual change, from the endlefs variety of hypo-
thelis and opinion ; and remember, e{pecially, that for the
efficient management of your commen intereit, in a country
{o extenfive as.ours, a government of as much vigor as is
confiftent with the perfect {ecurity of liberty, is indifpenfi-
ble. Liberty itfelf will find in {uch a government, with
powers properly diftributed and adjufted, its {ureft guardi-
an. JItis, indeed, little elfe thana name, where the go-
vernment 1s too feeble to withftand the enterprifes of fadtion,
to confine each member of the fociety within the limits pre-
{cribed by the Jaws, and to maintain all in the {ecure and
tranquil enjoymentof the rights of perfon and property.

I have already mtimated to you, thz danger of parties in
the ftate, with particular reference to the founding of them
on geographical dilcrnninations.  Let me now take a more
comprehenfive view and warn you in the moft folemn man-
ner againit the baneful eflects of the fpirit of party, genes
rally.

This {pirit, unfortunately, is in{eparable from our na-
ture, having its root in the {trongel} paflions of the human
nminds It exafts under different fhapes in all governments
—more orlefs fhfled, controled, orreprefled ; but in thofe
of the popular form, itis feen in its greateft ranknefs and
is truly their worlt enemy. | .
" The alternate dominion of one fadtion over another, {har-
pened by the {pirit of revenge, natural te party diflention,
which m difterent ages and countries has perpetruted the
moft horrid enormities, is itfelf a frightful defpotfm—~—bur
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this leads at length to 2 more formal and permanent defpo.
tifm.—The diforders and miferies, which ref(tlr, gradually
incline the minds of nven tofeek fecurity, and repofe in the
abfolute power of an individual ; and fooner or later the
chief of fewme prevailing faétion more able ur more fortunate
than his’competitors, turns this difpofition to the purpofes
of his'own elevation, on the ruinsof Public Liberty.

Witheut looking forward fo an extremity of this kind
(which neverthelefs ought not to be entirely out of fight)
the common and continual mifchiefs of the {pirit of party are
fufficient to make it the intereft and duty of a wife people to
difcourage and reftrain it. o

It fervesalways to diftract the Public Councils and enfee-
ble the Poblic Adminifiration. It agitates the community
with ill founded jealoufies and falfe alarms ; kindles the
animofity of one part againit another, foments occafionally
riot and infurrection. It opens the door to foreign influence
and corruption, which find a facilitated accefs to the gov-
ernment itfelf thrrough the channels of party paflions. Thus
the policy and will of one country are fubje&ted to the pol-
icy and will of another. |

There 1s an opinion that partiesin free countries are ufe-
ful checks upon the admimiitration of the gsvernment, and
ferve to keep alive the {pint of Liberty. This within cer-
tain limitsis probably true, and ii: govermnents of a monarac
chical caft, patriotifm may look with indulgence, if not
with favour upon the {pirit of party. Butin thofe of the
popular charafter, m governments purely eletive, 1t is a
{pirit not to be encouraged. From their natural tendency
it is certain there will always be enough of that {pirit for
every falutary purpofe. And tRere being conftant danger
of excels, the eflort ought 1o be by force of Public optnion,
to mitigate and affuage it. A fire not to be quenched ; 1t
demands uniform vigilance to prevent its burfting 1into 2
flame, leaftinftead of wariming, it fhould confume.

It is important likewife, that the kabits of thinking in a
free country, thould infpire caution, inthofe entrufted with
its adminiftration, to confine themfelves within their re-
fpedtive conftitutional fpheres, avoiding in the exercife of the
powers of one department to encroach upon another. The
{pirit of encroachment tends to confolidate the powers of
all the departments in one, and thus to create, whatever
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the form of Government, areal defpotifin. A juft eftimate
of that love of power, and pronenefs to abufe it, which
predominates in the human heart is fufficient to fatisfy us
of the tryth of this pofition. The neceflity of reciprocal
checks in the exercife of the political power ; by dividing
and diftributing it into different depofitories, and contftitu-
ting each the guardian of the public weal againit invafions
by the others, has been evinced by experiments ancient and
modern ; fome of them in our country and under our own
eyes. To preferve them muft be asneceffary as to inftitute
them. - _If, in the opinion of the people, the diftribution o
modification of the conftitutional powers be in any particular
wrong, let it be correted by an amendment in the way,
which the conititution. defignates—But let there be no
change by ufurpation ; for though this, in one inftance,
may be the inftrument of goodq, it is the cuftomary weapon
by which free governments are deftroyed—The precedent
muft always greatly overbalance in permanent evil any par-
tial or tranfient benefit which the ufe can at any time yield.

Of all the difpofitions and habits which lead to political
profperity, Religion and Morality are indifpenfable fup-
ports. Invain would that Man claim the tribute of Patri-
otifm, who would labar to {fubvert thefe great pillarsof hu-
man happinefs, thefefirmeft props of the duties of men and
Citizens. Themere Politician, equally with the pious man
ought to refpet and to cherith them.—A volume could not
trace all their connecdtions with private and public telicity.
Let it iimply be alked where is the fecurity for property,
for reputation, for life, if the {enfe of religious obligation
defert the oaths which are the inftruments of inveftigation
in Courts of Juftice?—And let us with caudon indulge the
fuppofition, that morality can be maintained without Re-
ligion. "W hatever may be conceded of theinfluence of re.
fined education on minds of peculiar ftructyre 3 reafon and
experience both forbid us to exped that national morality
caa prevail in exclufion of religious principle.

1is {ubftantially true, that virtue or morality is 3 necef-
fary {pring of popular government. The rule indeed ex.
tends with more or lefs force to every fpecies of free gov-
ecnments  Who that is a {incere Friend to it can loek
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with buhilerence upon attempts to fliake the foundaric:
of the Fabrc?

Promote, then as an objet of primary importance, in-
flitutions tor the general diffufion of knowledge. In pro.
portion as the ffradture’ of a government glves force to
public opimien, it 1s eﬁumal that pubhc opinion {hould be
enlightened.

As a very important fource of f ength and iecurlty,
cherith public credit.  One method of preferving it is'to
ule 1t as {paringly as poﬂlbie ; avolding  occafions of ex-
pence by cultuvating peace, but remembermg alfo that
timely dlfbur{'ements to prepare for dangers, frequently
prevent much. greater difburféments to repel it : Avoiding
likewife the accumulation of debt, not only by fhunning
occaltons of expence, but by vigorous exertions in time
of peace to difcharge the debts which unavoidable ‘wars
pray have occafioned, not ungeneroufly throwing upon
pofterity the burthen whlch we ourfelves ought 1o bear.
The. execution of thefe maxims belongs to your repre-
fentatives, but it is neceffary . that public opinion fhould

co-operate. To facilitate to them the performance of
their duty, it is effential that you thould pradtically bear in
mind that towards the payment of debts there muft be  re-
venue j—that to have revenue there muft be taxes—~and
none can be devifed which are not more orlefs inconveni-
ent and unpleafant—that the-intrinfic embarraffment infe-
parable from the felection of the proper - objeéts (Whlch 1$
always a choice of difficulties)—cught to be a decifive mo-
tive for a candid conftruttion of the condi& of the govern-
ment in inaking it, and for a {pirit of acquiefcence in the
meafures for obrammg revenue which the pubhc emgencws ,
may at any tiine dictate.

~ Obferve good faith and juftice towards all nations; cul-
{lvate peace and harmony with all-—Rehgaon and Morali-
ty enjoin this conduct'; and can it be, that good policy does
not equally enjoin it 2 It will be wor thy of a free, enl;ght~
ened, and (ar rio diftant period) ‘a great nation, ‘to give to
maand the’ magnammous and too novel examplc of ‘a peo-
ple always guided by an exalted JUﬁlCG and benevolence.
Who can doubt that' in the courfe of tiime and things, the
fruits of fuch a plan would richly repay any temporary ad-
vautages which might be loft by a fteady adherence to it 2

Can it be, that Providence has not connelted the perina-
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nent felicity of 2 Nation with Virtue ? The experiment,
at lcaft, is recommended by every fentiment which enno-
bles human nature.—Alas ! is it rendered impoflible by its
vices ¢ | .

In the execution of fuch a plan, nothing is more eflenti-
al than that permanent, inveterate antipathies againft par-
ticular Nations, and paflionate attachments for others fhould
be excluded ; and that in the place of them, juft and ann-
cable feelings towards all fhould be cultivated. The Na-
tion which indulges towards another an habitual hatred,
or an habitual fondnefs, is in fome degree a flave.—It 1s a
{lave toits animofity orto its affeftion, either of which is
fufficient to lead it aftray from its duty and its intereft.
Antipathy in one nation againft another difpofes each more
readily to offer infult and injury, to lay hold of {light caui-
es of umbrage, and to be haughty and intratable, when ac-
cidental or trifling occafions of difpute occur.

Hence frequent collifions, obftinate, envenomed and
bloody contefts. The Nation, prompted by ill will and
refentment, fometimes impels towar the government, con-
trary to the beft calculations of policy. The government
fometimes participates in the national propenfity, and a-
dopts through paffion what reafon would reject ; at other
times, it.makes the animofity of the nation fubfervient to
projeéts.of hoftility inftigated by pride, ambition, and other
finifter and pernicious motives. The peace often, fome-
times perhaps the liberty of Nations has been the victim.

So likewife, a paffienate attachment of one Nation for
. another, produces a variety of evils. - Sympathy for the favo-
rite Nation, facilitating the illufion of an imaginary com-
‘mon intereft, in cales where no real common interefl ex.
ifts, and infufing. into one the enmities of the other,
betrays the former into a participation in the quarrels
and wars of the lattér, without adequate induccment or
juftification. Itleadsalfo to concellions to the favorite na-
‘tion of privileges denied to others, which is apt donbly to
injure ¢ Nation making the conceflions ; by unnecefia-
rily ‘parting with what ought to have been retamned ; and
by exciting jealoufy, ill will, and a difpofition to'retaliute,
in the parties from whom-equal privileges are withheld :
—And it gives to ambitious, corrupied or deluded curzens
(who devote themfelves to the favorite Nation) faciuty to
betray, or facrifice the interefts of their own country, wiia-
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out edium, fometimes even with popularity ; gilding with
the appearances of a virtuous {enfe of obligation a commen-
dable deference for public opmion, or a laudable zeal for
public good, the bafe or foolith compliances of ambition,

corruption, er infatuation.
As avenues to foreign influence in inpumerable ways,

fuch attachments are particularly alarming to the truly en-
lightened and independent patriot. How many epportuni-
ties do they afford to tamper with domeftic fattions, to prac-
tice the arts of {edultion to miflead public opinion, to In-
fluence or awe the public councils 3 {uch an attachment of
‘a fmall or weak, towards a great and powerful nation,
dooms the former to be the {atellite of the latter.

Aganft the infiduous wiles of foreign inflvence (1 con-
jure you to believe me, feliow citizens) the jealoufy of a free
people ought to be conflantly awake ; {ince hiftory and ex-
perience prove that foreign influence is one of the moft
baneful foes of Republican Government. But that jealou-
{y to be ufeful muft be impartial ; elfc it becomes the in.
ftrument of the very influence ro be avoided, inftead of a
defence agamit it.  Excellive partiality for one foreign na-
tion, and exceilive diflike of another, caufe thofe whom
they aGtuate to fee danger only on one fide, and ferve to
veil and even fecond the arts of influence on the other.
Real patriots, who may refift the intrigues of the favorite,
are lable to become fufyefted and odious ; while 1ts tools
and dupes ufurp the applaufe and confidence of the people
to furrender their interefts.

TLe great rule of condut for ws in regard to foreign
nations, is i extending our commercdil relations, 1o have
with them as little political conneltion as poﬂlble. So far
as we have already tormed engagements, let them be ful-
hiled with perfect good faith.-—Here let us ftop.

Ewrcpe has a fet of primary interefts, which to us have
none, or a very remote relation. Hence the muft be en-
gaged n frequent controverfies, the caufes of which are
eflentially i‘urclgn to our concerns. Hence therefore, it
wult be unwile 1 us ta implicate ourfelves, by artifical
ties, i the ordinm) vicifitudes of her puhnce or tne Cll"dl-
nary combinations and collitions of her friendihips, or en.
nities. .
Our detached and diftunt fituation, invites and endbles i
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to purfue adifferent courfe. Ifwe remainone people, un.
der an efficient government, the period 1s not far off, when
we may defy material injury frem external annoyance ;
when we may take {uch anattitude as will caufe the neu-
- trality, wemay at any time refolve upon, to be {crupulouf-
ly refpelted ; when belligerent mations, under the impof-
{ibility of making acquifitions upon us, wili not lghtly ha.
zard the giving us provocation ; when we may choole
pecace or war, asour intereft, guided by juftice, fhall
counfel.

Why forego the advantages of {o. peculiar a {ituation?
Why quit our own, to {tand upon foreign ground ? Why,
by interweaving our deftiny with that of any part of Europe,
entanple our peace and profperity in the tolls of Europe-
an ambition, rivalfhip, mtereft, humour or caprice ?

>Tis our true policv to fteer clear of permanent alliances,
with any portion of the foreign world ; fo far, I mean, as
we are now at liberty to do i ; for let ine not, be under-
ftood as capable of patronizing infidelity to exifting engage-
ments. 1 hold the maxim no lefs applicable to public than
to private affairs, that honefty is aiways the beft policy. 1
repeat it, therefore, let thofe engagenients be eblerved in
their genuine fenfe.  But in my opinion, it is unrecefiary,
‘and would be unwife to exterid them.

Taking care always to keep ourfelves, by fuitable eftab-
lithments, on a refpettable defenfive pofture, we may {ate-
ly teuft to temporary alliances for extraordinary emer-
gencies.

Harmony, liberal intercourfe with all natiens, are re-
commended by policy, humanity and intereft. But even
nur commercial policy, {hould hold an equal and impartial
hand 3 neither fending or granting exclufive favours or
preferences—confulting the natural courfe of things ; dif-
fufing and diverfifying by gentle means the fireams of com-
merce, but forcing nothing ; eftablifhing, with powers {o
difpoled, in order to give trade a {table courfe to define the
rights of our merchants, and to enable the Government to
fapport them ; conventional rules of intercourie, the befl
that prefent circunrtances and mutual opinion will permir,
but temporary, and liable tobe from time to time abanden-
ed or varied as experience and circuinftances fhall didtate
conftantly keeping 10 view, thar ’tis folly in onc nation#ta
look for difintereited favours from anocther; that it mult
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pay with a portion of its Independence for whatever it may
accept under that charafter ; that by {uch acceptance, it
may place 1tfelf in the condition of having given equivalents
for nominal favours, and yetof being reproached with in-
gratitude for not giving more.~There can be no greater
error than te expe&, or calculate, upon real favours from
nation to nation. ’Tis an illufion which experience muft
cure, which a juft pride ought to difcard. :

In offering tovou, my countrymen, thefe counfels of an
old aftettionate friend, I dare not hope they will make the
ftrong and lajhing impreflion I could with—that they will
controul the ufval current of the paffions, or prevent onr
nation from running the courfe which has hitherto marked
the deftiny of unations: But if I may even fHatter myfelf,
that they may be preductive of {ome parual benefit, fome
‘occalianal good ; that they may now and then recur to
moderate the fury of party fpirit, to warn againft the mif-
chiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard againft the impoltures
of pretended patriotifm ; this hope will be a full recompence
for the folicitude for--your welfare, by which they have
been diftated. | .

How farin the difcharge of my official duties, I have been

‘guided by the principles which have been delineated, the
" public records and other evidences of my. conduét muft
witnefs to yoa and to the worlde To myfelf, the aflurance
of my own conf{cience is, that I huve at leaft believed my-
felf 1o be guided by them. ‘ .

In relation to the ftill fubfifting war in Evrope, my Pro.
clamation of the 22d of April, 1795, 1s the index tomy
plan. Sanlioned by your approving voice, and by that
of your Reprefentatives in both Houfes of Congref(s, the
fpirit of that meafure kas continually governed me; unin.
fluenced by any attempts to deter or divert me from it.

After deliberate examination, with the. aid of the beft
- hights 1 could obtain, 1 was well fatisfied that our country,
under all the circamftances of the cale, had a right to take
and was bound in duty and intereft to take a neutral pofi.
tion. Having taken it, I determined, as far as thould de-
pend on me, to maintain it, with moderation. ]

The confiderations which refpeét the right to hold this
eondud, it is not neceflary on this occafion to detail. T w1l

euly obferve, that according to my underflanding of e
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matter, that right, fo far from being denied by any of the
Belligerent Powers, -has been virtuaily admitted by all.

The duty of holding a neutral conduct may be inferred,
without any thing more, from the obligation which juftice
and humanity impofe on every nation, in cafes in which it
is free to act, to maintain inviolate the relations of peace and
amity towards other mations. |

The, indnicements of *intereft for obferving that conduét
will beft be reférred to your own refleCtions and experi-
ence. With me, apredominant motive has been to endea-
vour to gain time to our country te {ettle and mature its yet
‘recent inflitutions, and to progrefs without interruption,
to that degree of {trength and confiftency, which is neceflary
to give it, humanly fpeaking, the command of its own for-
tuness - BN ,

Though in reviewing the incidents of my adminiftrati-
on, I am unconfcious of intentional error : I am neverthe-
lefs too fen{ible of my defeésnot to think it probable that
I may have committed many errors. “** hatever they may
be, I fervently befeech the Almighty to avert: or mitigate
the evils, to which they maytend. I fhall alfo carry with
me the hope that my country will never ceafe to view them
with indulgence ; and that after forty-five years of my life
dedicated to its fervice, with an upright zeal, the faults of
incompetent abilities will -be configned to oblivion, as my-
{elf muft foon be the manfions of reff. |

Relying. on its kindnefsin this as in other things, and ac-
tuated by that fervent love towards it, which is fo natural
to a man who views in it the native foil of himfelf and his
progenitors for feveral generations ; I anticipate with plea.
{ing expectation that retreat, in which I promife myfelf to
realize, vithout alloy, the fweet enjoyment of partaking, in
the midftof my fellow-citizens, the benign influence of good
laws under a'free povernment—the ever favorite objeé of
my heart, and’ -'*th;é'%mppy reward as I truft, of our mumal
sares, labours-and dangers. o

. 'G. WASHINGTON.
1746 September, 1796.
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