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A valeditory Addrefs, &c.
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A&s. XIII. 36.----- Davio, sfter be bad ferved
bis own Generationy; by the Will of Gob, [or, baving
sn bis own Age ferved the Will of Gob,] fell on Skep,
and was lasd to bsis Fatbers, and [aw Corruption.

REAT and good Chara&ers are ¢™en foi-
med by Imitation: And if we woulu thine in
any Sphere, we muft propofe te ourfelves
fome illuftrious Examples. Great Generals
have acquired their martial Skill, by perufing .

the Memoirs of the Alexanders and Cefars of former Ages.
And Longinus advifes us, if we would rife to the Sublime
in Writing, always to keep in View, a Homer, z Plato, 2
Demofthenes or a Cicero. And how thall the more ami-
able, tho’ lefs glaring and renowned Chara&er of the good,

¢ theufeful, and public-/pirited Man, be formed? Nothing
§ furely can contribute more towards it, than the imitation of
§ fome bright Example. And among all the Kings, Patriots

and Prophets, whofe Names are immortalized in facred
Hiftory, no Example thines with a brighter Luftre, than
that of David, who ferved bis own Generation according to

§ tbe Will of God, and then, as a weary Labourer, gently -
t j"l'f_ll .fn Slecp, and fweetly refted from his generous and pious
d Toils. ‘

As this is my lat Addrefs to you, my dear and worthy

‘ young Friends, who have now happily finithed the Courfe
{ ©f your Education, and are about to take Leave of this So-
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ciety, in which you have been inftituted for public Life, 1
have been very folicitous to fele@t fome Subjed of Impor-
tance, to employ your Thoughts in this precious Hour, that
is peculiarly adapted to your prefent Circumftances and
future Profpefts. And after anxious Inquiry, I can fix
upen none, that appears to me more pertinent or ufeful,
than the Example of David ; a Man charatterized from the
higheft Excellency to which human. Nature can arrive,
Conformity to God the Standard of all Perfection; 4 Man
_after God’s own Heart: A Man, that without the Advan-
tages of Birth or Education, and without the difhoneft Arts
of a Courtier, rofe to the Height of human Grandeur, and
became an extenfive Blefling to the Church and his Coun-
try : A Man, in whom an Alemblage of exalted Characters
were united, beyond all Precedent ; and who fhines confpi-
cuous, thro’ all Ages, in the feparate Splendors of each,
and the colleszed Splendors of all; an invincible Hero in the
Field ; a magpnificent and good King on the Throne; a
%reat Example of paffive Loyalty under Perfecution, of
ortitude and Patience under AffliGion, on a Mountain, in
a Cave, or a Wildernefs; an evangelical Prophet; adevout
and fublime Poet, e’er Homer's Mufe was known, and, to
finith all, tbe Servamt of God and bis Generation. *Tis
¢bis laft Part of his*Character, my Text delineates. ’Tis
¢bis 1 would propofe to your Imitation, as not beyond vour
Reach. And indeed, in #bis are fummed up all the com-
licated Excellencies of his other Charatters. He fuffered,
¢ fought, he reigned, he propbecied, he fumg, he perform-
ed ecvery Thing, to ferve his Generation, according to the
Will of God. | .
The Excellency of the Example now before you, confifts

in two Thihgs, Pusrick Spirit and ReLicion.—Publick
Spirit, in ferving bis Generation,—and Religion, in doing
this accerding to the Will of God, or, (as it might be trani-
lated,) ferving the b Il of God, in his own Gencration.
The Union of thefe two Qualities ever compoies the truly
good and ufcful Man ; a proper Member of human Society ;
and even of the grand Community of Angels and Saints.
The one includes a Temper and Conduct agreeabie to our
| Jocial
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focial Connetions 3 and the other a Terhperand Condué:
agreeable to our Obligations to the Author of our Nature,
‘And fo infeparably are thefe united, that the one cannot
exift, in the entire Abfence of the other. Public Spirit and
Benevolence without Religion, isbut a warm Affe&ion for
the Subjets, to the Neglect of their Sovereign ; or a Par-
tiality for the Children, in Contempt of their Father, who
is infinitely more worthy of Love. And ‘Religion without
Public Spirit and Benevolence, is but a fullen, felfith, four
and malignant Humour for Devotion, unworthy that facred
Name. ¢ Forifa Manlove not his Brother, whom he
‘¢ hath feen, how canhe love God whom he hath not feen?
But when thefe are united, they form a beautiful Symme-
try ; they adorn, cherith and perfect each other; they con«
tain the Subftance of all Obedience to the divine Law, which
is fummed up in zbe Love of God, and the Love of Man.
And if you, my dear Youih, enter into the World with
this Foundation of future Utility and Importance laid in
your Hearts, my higheft Wifhes will be accomplifhed in
you; and all the little Pains we have takenrin your Educa-
tion, will be more than repaid. It will be a Blefling to the
World, that ever you pafied thro’ it; an Honour to this
Dome, thatever you refided in it; and an everlafting Joy
to yourfelves, that ever you were born.~---To excite and
cherith fuch a Spirit, I can at prefent only iluftrate this
comprehenfive Epitome of the Hiftory of David

---¢“ HE ferved his Generation.’’---To be the Servant of
the Public, was his Ambition ; and to perform Labours of
Love to Church and State, was the favourite Employment
of his Life. His public Spirit pufhed him on to engage in
the moft fatiguing, fclf-denying and dangerous Services ; he
thought nothing too hard, nothing beneach his Dignity,
that was conducive to the putlick Good. gWas he King of
the Thoufands of Irael ? This only made him the Servant
of Thoufands ; at once increafing his Labour, .fid enlarging
the Sphere of his Beneficence. His Royal Prerogative was
but an Obligation to ferve ; and his Authority but a Power
of doing more extenfive Good. Was he an able General,
and a mighty Congueror ? He fought, he conquered, not
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