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A
S E R M O N, dw

2 Sam. x. 12. Be of good Courage, and Ict us play the Men, for
our People, and for the Gities of our Ged & And the Lord do that

which feemeth bim gcod

N Hundred Years of Peace and Liberty in fuch a
World as this, is a very unvf{ual Thing ; and yet our
Country has been the happy Spot that has been dif-
tinguithed wich fuch a long Series of Bleffings, with
litJe or no Inceriuption.  Our Situation in the Mid-
dle of the Britibp Colonies, and our Separation from the Fremch,
thefe eterpal Enémies of lef*rtv and Britons, on the one Side b)
the vatt rlamtic, and on the other by a long Ridge of
Moun:ajns, and a wide, extended Wildernefs, have for many:
Years been a Barrier tous 3 and while other Nanons have been
involved in War, we have not been alarmed with the Sound of
the Trympet, nor feen Garments rolled in Blood.

But now the Scene is changed Now we begin to ex;y»r}cnce in
our Turn the Fate of the Narions of the Earth.  Our Territories
are invaded by the Power and Perfidy of France ; onr Frontiers
ravaged by mercilefs Savages, and our Fellow-Subjefts there
mu;dered with all the hortid Arts of Indian and Popith Torture.
A 2 Our
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Our General anfortunately brave, is fallen, an Ariny of 1300 choice
Men routed, our fine Train of Artillery taken, - and all this (Oh.
mortdfying Thought !) - all this by 4 or §oo daftardly, infidious
~Barbarians. | |
Thefe Calamities have not come upon us without Warnings,

. We were long ago apprized of the ambitious Schemes of our Ene-
mies, and their Motions to carry them into Execution : And had we
taken timely Meafures, they might havc been cruthed, before they
could arrive at fuch a formidable Height. But how have we gene-
rally behaved in fuch a critical Time : Alas! our Country has
been funk in adeep Sleep : A ftupid Security has unmanned the
Inhabitants : They could not realize a Danger at the Diftance
cf 2 or 300 Miles: They would not be perfuaded, thar even
French Lapiffs could ferioufly defign &1s.an Injury :  And hence little
or nothing has been done for the Defence of our Country in Time,
except by the Ccmpulfion of Authority. And now, when the
Cloud thickens over our Heads, and alarms every ‘thoughtful

- Mind with its near Approach, Mulritudes, I am afraid, are flill
-diffolved in carelefs Security, or enervated with an etieminate,
cowardly Spirit. MWhen the melancholy. News firft reached us
concerning the Fare of our Army, then we faw how natural it is
for the Prefumptuous to fall into the oppofite Extreme of unmanly
Defpondénce and Confternation ; and how litle Men could doin
fuch a Panoic for their own Dzfence.  We have alfo -fuffered cur
poor Fellow-Subjects in  the Frontier "Couities to fall a  belplefs
Prey to. Blocd-thirfly  Savages, without affording them proper A~
Jfiftance, which as Members of the fame Body Peliiic, they had a
Right to expeét. They might as well have continued in a State of
Nature, as be united in Suciety, it infuch an Article of extreme
Danger, they are left to fhift for themfelves. The bloody Barba-
rians have exercifed on fome of them the moft unnatural and lei-
{urely Tortures ; and others they have butchered in their Beds,
or in fome unguarded Hour. 'Can human Nature bear the Horror
of the Sight ! See jonder! the hairy Scalps, clotted with Gore'
the mangled Limbs ! the ript-up Women! the Heart and Bowels,
ftill palpitating with Life, Enoking on the Ground ! See the Sava-

ges
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wes {willing their Blood, and imbibing a imore outragious Fury:
with the inhuman Draught! Sure thefe are not Men ; they are not
Beafis of Prey 5 they are fomething worfe 5 they muft be infernal
Furies in human Shape. And have we tamely looked on, and fuf-
fered them to exercife thefe hellith Barbarities upon our Fellow-
Men, our Fellow-Subjeé&s, our Brethren? Alas! with what Hor-
ror mult we look upon ourfelves, as being litcle better than Accef=
farics to their Blood 2.+ .- | | |

- And fhall thefe Ravages go on unchecked ? Shall Vir3inia incur
the Guilt and the everlafting Shame, of tamely exchanging herLiber-
ty, her Religion, and her All, for arbitrary Gallic Power, and
for Popila Slavery, Tyranny and Maflacre? Alas! are there none
of her Children, that enjoyed all the Bleflings of her Peace, that
will efpoufe her Caafe, and befriend her now'in the Time of her
Danger ? Are Britons uweerly degenerated by fo fhort a Remove
from their Mothér-Country ? Is the Spirit of Patriotifm entirely
extinguithed ameong vs ? And muft I give thee up for loft, Omy-
Country, and all that is included in that important Word ? Muft
1. look upon.thes asa conquered, enflaved Province of France, and
the Range of Indian Savages ? My Heart breaks at cthe Thought,
And mul ye, -our unhappy Brethren in our Frontiers, muft ye
ftand the fingle Barriers of a ravaged Country, unaflifted, unbe-:
friended, unpitied ? Alas ! muft 1 draw thefe fhocking Conclufi-

ons ? B .

No ; T am agreeably checked by the happy, encouraging Prof-
pe€t now before me. I3 it a plealing Dream ? Or do 1 really fee
2 Number of brave Men, without the Compulfion of Authority,

- without the Profpeét of Gain, voluntarily aflociated in a Compa-~
ny, to march over herrendous Rocks and Mountains, into an hi-
cous Wildernefs, to fuccour their helplefs Fellow-Snbjets, and

guard their Country ? Yes, Gentlemen, I fee you here upon this

Defign ; and were you all wnired to my Heart by the moft endear-

ing Ties of Nature, or Friendihip, 1 could not with to fee you
engaged in a nobler Caofe ; and whatever the Fondnefs of Paffion
might carry me to, I am fure my Judgment would never fuffer me
to petfuade youtodefertit.  You all generoutly put your Lives in

your
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your Hands ; and fundry of you have. nebly difengaged yourfelves
trom the i’trong and tender Ties that twine about the. Heart ot 2 Ha-
ther, or a Husband, to confine you at home in inglorious Eafe, and
{neaking R etirement from Danger, when your Country calls for
your Aflittance. While I have you before ma, I have high Thoughes
of a Virginian ; and 1 enterrain the pleafing Hape that my- Country
will yet emerge out of her Diftrets, and Aounth wich her ufual
Bleflings. 1 am gratefully fenfible of the unmerited Honour yon
have done me, in making Choice of me to-addrefs)you upon fo
fingular and important an Occafion : ‘And [ am {ure [ bring with
me a Hearc ardent to ferve you and my Country, though I am af-
fraid my Inability, and.the Hurry of my Preparaticns, may give
you -Reafon to repent-your :Choice. I .cannot begin my Addrefs
to you -with more proper Words than thofe of a great General
which I have read to you: Be of good Courage, and play the /Mm
for your Peqpley and far the Cities of your God 5 and the Lord do whas /eem-
¢ty hine pood.

My f)te{em: Defign is, to ifluftrate and improve the {fundry Parts
of my "Text, as They lie in order, which you will -find rich in
fundry important Inttructions, adapted to this Occafion. -

The W ords were {poken jult before a very threa’ning Engacement
by Feal, who had luw ferved under that pious Hero King David,
as the General ot his Fo"cep and bad thewn himfelf an Oﬂi;er ot
trie Courage, conduted with Prudence.  'The _Ammonites, a
nexghbou‘rmg Nation, -at frequent Hoftilities with the Fews, had
ungratefully offered Indwmaea to {eine of David’s Courtiers whom'
he had feac to condole their King upon the Death of his Father, and
congratulate his Acceflion to the Crown. Our holy Rehgmn
teaches us to bear perfinal Injuries withour private Revenge: But
naticnal Intults and Indignities oughe to excite the public Refentment,
Accordingly King Davm’ wheu he heard that the _Amwn:
with cheir Ahlea, were pr;pa:'ing to invade his Territories, ana
carry their Injuries ftill farcher, fent §oab his General, with his
Army, to repel them and avenge the Affronts they had offered his
Subj Qs It feems the Army ot the Enemy were much morc nu-
mercus than David’s : Their Mercenaries from other Nations were

10
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1o lefs than 31,000 Men 7 dnd no-Douht'the Arinonites themfelves
were a ftilt greater Numbet. : Thefe:numerous Forces were dupofed
in the moft advantagious Manner, and furrounded Fcal’s Men, that
they might artack themboth in Klank and Front at once, and
cut them all off, leaving no Way for them to efcape. Prudence is
of the utmoft Importance in the Conduét of an Ariny : And Foab,
in this cricical Siruation, gives a Proof how much he was Mafter of
it, and difcovers the fteady Compofure of his Mind, while thus {us-
rounded with Danger. He divides his Army, and gives one Party
to his Brother A%ifbai, who commanded next to him, and the
other he kept the Command of htmfelf, 2nd refolves to attack the
Syrian Mercenaries, whofeemed the moft tormidable; he gives Crders
to his Brother in the mean: Time to-Fall upan the . Aramonites ; and
he animates him with this noble- Advice: - Be of good Courage, and
Iet-us play the Aden for eur People. ana the Gitiss of o Gedy whichate now
at Stake : Aad the Lord do what [eenzctb bim Good. , |
Be of good Cauragey and let us- play the Men :---Ceurage isan cflen-
tial Chara&er of a good Soudier :-<<Not a favage lerocious Vio-
lence :---Not a fool-bardy. Infentibilicy of*Da,n_ger, ~or headftrong
Rafhnefs to ruth into ic:-~-Not. the :Fury of enflamed Paflions,
broke loofe trom the Government of Reafon ;: But calm, delibe-
rate, rational Courage; aftcady, judicious, thoughttul Fortitude ;
the Courage of 2 Man, and not of a T'yger : Such a Temper as.
gddiﬂm alcribes with fo much Juftice to the tamous Maiberough and:
ugenc.> ~ : o

Whofe Courage dwelt net in atreubled Flood
motting Spirstsy and fermenting Blood j==«-- Butt
Az’ d in the Souly with Virtue over-suld, .

Inflau’d by Rezfony and by Reajon cool d*.

This is true Courage, and fuch as we ought all to cherifhin the
prefentdangerous Conjuncture.  This will render Men vigiluntand
cautious againft Surprizes, prudent and deliberate in concerting
their Meafures, and fteady and refolute in executing them, But
| with~

® The Campaign,
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-without this they will fall into unfufpe&ted Dangers; ‘which ‘wi'
ftrike them with wild Confternation : They will meanly fhun Daty-
gers that are furmountable, -of precipitantly rufh into thofe thatare
caufelefs, or evidently faral, and throw away their Lives in vain.
There are fome Men wkho waturally have this heroic Turn of
Mind., 'The wife Creator has adapted the natural Genius of Man~-
kind, with a furprizing and beautitul Variety to the State in which
‘they are placéd in this World. TFo fome he has given a Turn for
‘intelle€tual Improvement, and the liberal Arts and Sciences; to
“others a2 Gentius for Trade ; to others a Dexterity.in Mechanics,
and the ruder Arts, neceflary for the Support of human Life': The
Generality of Mankind may be capable of tolerable Improvements
in any of thefe-: But it is only they whom the God of Nature has
formed for them, that will fhine in them, every. Man in his own
Province, And as God well knew what a World of degenerate,
ambitious, and revengeful Creatures this:is ; as he knew that In«.
‘nocence could not be proteéted, Property and Liberty fecured,
nor the Lives of Mankind preferved from the lawlefs Hanas of
Ambition, Avarice and Tyranny, without the Ufe of the Sword ;
as he knew this would be the enly Method to preferve Mankind
from univerfal Slavery ;- he has formed fome Men for this dread-
ful Work, and fired them with a martial Spirit, and a glorious
Love of Danger. Such a Spirit, though moft pernicious when
ungoverned by the Rules of Juftice, and Benevolence to Mankind,
is a public Blefling, when rightly directed : Such a Spirit, under
God, has often mortified the Infolence of T'yrants, checked the
Incroachments of arbitrary Power, and delivered énflaved and ru-
ined Nations: Itisas neceffary in its Place, for our Subfiftence
in fuch a World as this, as any of the gentler Genius’s among
Mankind ; and it is derived from the fame divine Original. He
that winged the I m:dginacion of an Hymer or a Milton, he that gave
‘Penetration to the Mind: of Newton, he that made Twbal-Caiv an
Inftrutor of Artificers in Brafs and Itont, and gave Skill to Be-
zaleel and Aboliab in carious Works* ; nay, he that fent out Pauf
“and his Brethren to conquer the Nations with the gentler Wea-
| ony
t Gen.iv. 22. * Exod. Xxxv. 30, 31, &, P
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pons of Plain Truth, Miracles, and the Love of ‘a crucified Savi-
our ; He, even that fame gracious Power, has formed and raifed up.
an Alexandery a Sulius Cefar, a William*, and a Malborcugh, and’
infpired them with this enterprizing, intrepid Spiric, the Two furft
to {courge a guilty World, and the Two lait to fave Natons on
the Brink of Ruin. There is {omething glorious and inviting in
Danger, tofuch noble Minds ; and their Breafls bear with a gene=-
rous Ardour when ic appears.

Our Continent is like to become the Sear of War; andwe, for-
the tuture (till the fundry European Nations chat have planied Colo-
niesin it, have fixed their Boundaries by the Sword ) have no other
Way lett to detend our Rights and Privileges. And has God:
been pleafed. to diffufe fome Sparks of this Martial Fire through
our Country 2 T'hope he has : And'though it has been almoft ex-
tinguithed by fo long a Peace, and a Deluge of Luxury and Plea-
fure, now [ hope it begins to kindle :* And'may I not produce you
my Brethren, who are engaged in this Expedition, as Inftances of
itt > Well, cherith it as a facted Heaven-born Fire ; and let the
Injuries dor:e to your Country adminitter- Fewel to it ; and kindle’
it 1n thofc Rreafts where it has been hitherto fmothered. |

Though Nature be the true Origin-of military Courage, and ic
can never be kindled to a high Degree; where thereisbura feeble’
Spark of it innate ; yet theie arefundry Things that may improve i
even in Minds full ot natural Bravery, and animate thofe who are
naturally ot an efteminate Spirie to behave with a tolerable Degree
of Refolution and Fortitude, in the Defence of their Country..
---1 need not teil you that it is of great Importance for this End:
that you fhould be a: Peace with God and your own Confciencey’
and prepared tor your future States  Guile i3 naturally timerous,
and often ftruck into a Panic even with imaginary Dangers ; and
an infidel Courage, proceeding from Want of Thought, ora ftupid.

Care--

¥ King//illiam the Third, the Deliverer of Britain from Popery and Slavery,,
and the Scourse of Franc: and her huughty Grand Monargue.
As a remarkable Irffarce of this, I may point out to the Public that heroic:
Yeuch Col. Wajiineton, whom T cannot but hope Providence has hicherto pre=-
{erved in {0 fignal a Manner, for fome important Service to his Country,
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Cnrelefnefs about our Welfare through an i~ vortal Duration be-
yond the Grave, i8 very upbecoming a Ma " a Chriftian. The
moft important Periods of our Exiftence, my bi. hren, lte Beyond
the Grave ; and it is a Matter ¢f much more Concern to us,
what will be our Doom in the Werld to come, than what becomes
of us o this. Weare obliged to defend cur Country ; and thac
is 2 fneaking, f{ordid Soul indeed that ¢an deferc it atfuch a2 Time
as this :  Buc this isnotall ; we are alfo obliged to take Care of
an immoreal Soul 5 a Scul thar muft exitt, and be happy or miferable,
through wie Revolutions of eternal Ages. This thould be our
firtt Care : and when this is fecured, Death, in its moft Shcecking
Formg, is bat a Releafe froma World of Sin and Sorrows, 2nd an
Introdullion into everlaiting Life and Glory. But how can chis be
focured ? aotby a Couwrfe of tnpenitent Sinaing ; not by a Courfe of
ftupid Carclefnefs and Ina&ion: But by vigorous and 1efo-
lece friving 5 by ferious and affe&ionate Thought{ulnefs about our
Londition, and by a con{cientious and eirneft Attendance upon the
Mecans that God has gracioafly appointed for our Recovery. But
¢ we are Sinners, heinoys Sinness againft a God of infinite Purity
“ and inexorable Jufiice. Yes, we arefo ; and does nct the
¢ Rofture of Peniteatgthgn, become us ¢ Is not Repentance, deer,
€ broken-hearted Repentance,” a Dury {uirable ro Perfons of our:
Charadter ? Undoubtedly jr is:  And therefore, O my Country-
amen, and particglarly you brave Men that are the Occafion of
this Meeting, R evENT: Down uponyour Knees before the
provoked Sovereign of Heaven and Earch, agasinit whom vou have
1iebelled. Diffolve and mele ip penitential Sorrows at his Feet |
aud he will tell yon Arifey beof gied Chear 5 yeur Sins ave forgiven e,
¢ Buc will Repentance make Atonement for our Sins? Will ‘our
€ Tears wafh away their Guile? Will our Sorrows merit Forgive-
¢ nefs  No, my Brethren, after you have done all, you are
but unprofitablé Servants ;  After all your Sorrows, and Prayers
and Tears, ycu deferve to be punifhed as obnoxious Criminals :
That would he afoiry Government ‘ndeed, where Repentznce, per-
haps extorted by the fervile Fear oi Punithment, would make A-
tonement for every Offence.  Bur [ bring you glad Tidings of grea

Jo,
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Sor, To you is born & Savioty a Saviour of no measi Charaller ; He:
35 Chrit the Lord:  And have yow never heard that he has,.: . -
Reconcibiation for Iniquity; ond brosght in everiafling Righiecufnefs 5 . -
be fuffered, the Fuft for the Unjuft ; that Gug is well pleafed o w
Righieonfuefs-Sske, and declares hininelr willing to be reconciied te.
all that believe in him, and chearfully accept hiin as their Saviour
and Lord ?  Have you never heard thefe joyful Tidings, O guil-:
ty, felf-condemned Sinners? Sure you have. 'Then away to Je~
{us, away to fefus ye whofe Con{ciences are loaden with Trutiy,
ye whofe Hearts fail within you ai-he Thought of Death, »2.4 o«
'Tribunal of. Divine Juftice ; ye wno are deftitute of all pecfonas
Righteoufnefs to :procure your Pardon,. and recommend. :ou to:
the divine. Favour : Fly to Jefus on the Wings of Faith, o'~
you, of every Age and Charalter ; for you-all ftand in the mof.
abfolute Need of himh-; and without him vou muft perifh every

Soul of you. But alas ! we find curfidzcz siterly wiakle to repent and
Sy to Yefus : Onr Hearts are bard «x' v ibelicving, and if the Prork dee:
pend upon sy st will for ever remain undowe. ‘T'rue, my Brethren, {o-
the Cafe is ; but do ye'not know that this guilty Earch is under
the Dittillings of Divine Grace, that Jefus is intrufted with the In-~-
fluences of the Spirit, which can werk. in you botb to will and-to do ;5
and that he is willing to give his Holy Spirit to them that. ask bim ¢
If you know this, you know where to go for Swength ; therefore
cry mightily to God for ie. 'This I earneftly recommend to alt
my Hearers, and efpecially to you Gentlemen, and others, thar.
are now about generoufly to rifque your Lives for your Country,

Account this the beft Preparative to encounter Danger and Death ;.
the beft Incentive to true, rational Courage. W har can do youa
lafting Injury, while you have a reconciled God fmiling vupon
you from on high, a peaceful Confcience animating you within,
and a happy Immortality juft before you! Sure you may bid De-.
fiance to Dangers and Death in their moft thocking Forms. You.
have anfwered the End of this Life already by preparing for. ano-

ther ; and how can you depart off this mortal Stage more honour-

ably, than in the Caufe of Liberty, of Religion, and yount Coun-

try? But it any of you are perplexed with gloomy Fears-aboh;u:

B2 thi
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this important Affair, or confcious you are entirely unprepared for
Eternity, whatmuft youdo? Muist youleek to prolong your Lite,
and your Time for Preparation, .by mean or unlawtul Ways, bya.
cowardly Defertion of the Caufe «f your Country, and fhitting
for your little Selves, as though you had no Conneétion with So-
clety ? Alas! this would but z2gravate your Guilt, and render-
your Condition ftill more perplexed and difcouraging.  Foirow
THE PATH oF DuTy wherever it leads you, for it will be alw ays
the faieft in the Itffue. Diligently imprave the Time you have to
wnake your Calling and ¥le€lion fit7e; and you have Reafon to hope
for Mercy, and Grace to belp in fucn 2 Time of Need.~---You will
forgive me, if I have enlarged upon this Point, even to a Digref-
fion ; for 1 thought it of great Confequence to youall. T fhall
now proceed with more Hafte. |

It 1s alfo of great Importance to excite and keep up our Ccurage
in fuch an Expedition, -that we thould be fully fatisfied we engage
ina rizhtecys-Caufey--and in a Caule of great Moment ; for we can-
not proiecute a fufpelted or a wicked Scheme, which our own
Minds condemn, but with Hefizarion and timerous Apprehenfions ;
and we cannot engage with Spirit -and Refolution in a writling
Scheme, from which we can expe&t no Confequences worth our
vigorous Purfuit. This o2 might have in View ‘in his hernic
Adyvice to bis Brother ; Be .of good Courage, fays he, and et us play
the Min, for our Pecple, and:for the-Gities of our Ged. . d. We are
engazed in a righteous Caufe ; -we are net urged on by an tinbeunded Luf?
of Power or Ricbes, to cacroach upenthe Rights and Properties of others,
and difturb our quiet Neigh'oours : e at entively upon the defenfrve, repel
unjuft Violence, and avenge mational Injuries 5 wwe are fightimy for our
People, and for the Cities of our God. We are aljo engaged in a
Gauje of the utmoft Importance. We fizht for our People 5 and what
Endcarmems are included in that fignificant Word.! Our Liberty, our Ef-
tates, our Lives ! our King, our Fellow-Subjes, our venerable Fathers,
onr tender Children, the Wives of our Bofomny cur Friendsy the Sharers o
our Soulsy our Poflerity to the lateft Ages ! And who wonld not ufe s
Sword with an exerted Arm, when thefe lie at Stake ¢ But even thefe are
not all ; We fight for the Cities-of our God.  God has diftinguifbed us -

- with
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with a-Religion from Heaven ; ond bitherto we bave enjoyed the guict and
treflraimed mxcrife of st ** He bas condefcented to become a geuilitiak
God tscur Nation ; and bonor’d o Cities it bis gracious Prefenze, and the
Intitutions of bis Worfbupy the Means of making us wife, gocd and bappy .
But sow theie moft invaliable Bleflings lic at otake 5 the|e are the Prize
feor which we contend 5 and nuft 1w wot excite all cur altive Powers to .fbe
higheft Fitch of Eacrtion ¢ Shail we tamely (ubmit to Idclatry and religious
Tyranny ¢  Noy God forbid : Ler us play the Men , fince we take
ttp Arins for vur Pesple, and the Cities of our God. |

" 2ed not tell you how applicablethis Advice, ‘thus paraphrafe:d,
is to the Defign of the prefent aflociated Company. The Equity
of our Caufe is moft evident. The Indian Savages have certainly
no Right to murder our Fellow-fubje&s, living quietand inoffen-
five in their Habitations ; nor have the Frenchany Power to hound
them out upon us, nor to invade the Territories belonging to the
Britih Crown, and fecured toic by the Faith of Treaties. © This is a
clear Cafe. And it is equally clear, that you arc engaged 1a a.
‘Caufe of the utmoft Importance. "To proteét your Brethren from
the moft bloody Barbarities---to defend the Territories of the beft of
Kings againft the Oppreffion and Tyranny of arbitrary Power, to fe-
cure the ineftimable Bleflings of Liberty, Britifb Liberty, frcm the
‘Chains of Freuch Slavery--to prefetve your Eftates, for which you
have {wear and toiled, from ifalling a Prey to greedy Vulrures,
Indians, Prielts, Friers; and hungry Gallic Slaves, or not-more-dee-.
vouring Flames--to guard your Religion, the pure Religien of Jeflts, .
ftreaming uncorrupted trom the facred Fountain of thre Scriptures’;
the mott exeellent, rational asd divine Religion that ever was
‘made known to the Sons of Men ; to guard {uch a dear precious .
Religion (my Heart grows warm while I mention it) againft Ig-
norance, Superitition, Idolatry, Tyranny over Confcience, Maf~
facre, Fire and Sword, and all the Mifchiefs, beyond Expreffion,
with which Popery iz pregnant---to keep from the cruel Hands of -
Barbarians and Papifts, your Wives, your Children, your Parents,
your Friends---to fecure the Liberties conveyed to you by your
brave Fore-Fathers, and bought with their Blood, that you may
tranfmit them uncurtailed to your Pofterity--thefe are the Bleflings

you
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vou contend for ; all thefe will betorn from your eager Grafp, if
his.Colony. thould become a Province of Frasca.  And Pirginions .
}iritam ! Clriftians ! DProteflants ! if thefe Names have any Import
or Energy, will you not firike home in fuch a Caufe ? Yes, this
View of the Mauer muft fire you into Men ; methinks the cow-
ardly Soul muft tremble, leftthe Imprecation of the Prophet full
upon him, Curfed Le the Man that keeprh back bis Sword fres: Bleod,
'IPo this fhocking, but neceflary Work, the Lord now calls you,.
and curfed is bethat d.th the Work of the Lord deceiifully 5 that wiil noc
put his Hand to it, when it is in his Power, or that will not per-
torm it with all hjs Might®. The People of Meroz lay at home in
Eafe, while. their Brethren were iin the Fleld, delivering their
Counery, from. Slavery, And: what was their Doom? Curé ge
MNeroz, faidihe. Angelof the Lard, curfe ye bitterly the Inbabitants thereof,
bgcanfe they came. mit to. the Help of the Lord, 1o the He's- ibe kord againff
the Mightyt. 1 count myfelt happy that I fee fo maay of you ge-.
neroufly engaged in fuch 2 Caufe ; but when I view it in this
Light, Icannot but be concerned that there are fo few to join you.
Are there but 50 or 60 Perfons in this large and populous County -
that can be{pared from home for afew W eeks upon fo neceilary a.
Defign, orthat are able to bear the Fatigues of it ? Where are the
Friends of human Nature, where the Lovers of Liberty and Reli-
gion ? Now is the Time for you to come forth, and fhew your-
felves. Nay, where is the Mifer ? let him arife and defend his .
Mammon, or he may foon have Reafon to cry out with Micah,
They bave taken away my Gods, andwhat bave I more?  Wtere is the
tender Sou!, on whom the Paflions of a Husband, a F ither or a
Son, have peculiar Energy ? Arife; and march away ; you had
better be abfent from thofe you love for a little while, than fee
them butchered before your Eyes, or duomed to eternal Poverty .
and Slavery. 'The Aflociation now forming is not yet complear ;
and if it were, it would be a glorious Thing to form annther..
"Therefore, as ag Advocate for yeur King, vour Fellow-Subjeéts,
rour Country, Your Relatives, Your earchly All, 1doinvite and
intreat all of you, who have not fome very fufficient R eafon againtt .
ity voluntarily to enlift, and go out with thofe brave Souls, who
* Fer. xlviil. 10, t Judges v. 23. have
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have fet you fo noble an Example. Tt will be more advantagious
10 go out in Time, and more honourable to goout a8 Volunteers,
than to be compelled tv ic by Authoricy, when perhaps it may be
too late. |

The Confideration of the Juftice and Imporrance of the Caufe
may alfo encourage You to hope, thac the Lord of Hofts will ef-
poufe it, and render it Guardians fuccefstul, avd retarn them m
Sitety to the Amms of their longing Friends. ‘The Event howe-
ver is in his Hands ; and it is much better there, thanific were in
Yours. ‘This Thoughe is fuggetted with beautiful Simplicity, in
the remaining Parc ot my Text, The Lord do that which feemecth bim
gocd. This may be looked upon in various Views, as, |
1. It may be uaderitood as the Language of Uncertainty and
Modetty. q. d.." Let us do all we cam ; Lot afier ell, the Iflue is un~
certain 5 we koW noty as yety te what Side God will incitng the Victors,
Such Language as this, my Brethren becomnes us in all our Under-
takings ; it founds Creature-liks, and God approves of fuch {elf-dit-
fident Humility. Butto indulge fanguine and confident Expeta-
tions ot Vi&ory, to besf# when we pit on ouy- Armesr, as though we
were pasting it off, and to derive our high Hopes from our own
Power and good Managemenr, without 25y Regard to the Provi-
dence of God, thisistco lordly and affuming for fuch teeble Mor-
tals ; fuch Infolenice is generally mortified, and fuch a haughty
Spirie, is the Fore-runner of a Fall. Therefore, though I do not
apprehend Your Lives witl be in any greatDzager in Y our prefent
Expediticn to range the Frontiers, and clear them of the fkulking
Endians ; yet, I would not flaceer You, my Brethren, with too high
Hopes either of Vigtory or Safery. I cannot bur entertain the
gleming Profpe&t of congratulating You with many of Your
riende, upon Your fuccefsful Expedition, and fafe Return: And
yet ic 18 very poffible our nexi Interview may be in that ftrange
unried World beyond the Grave. You are, however, in the
Hands of God, and he will deal with you asit fiemeth bim grod
And I am perfuaded You would not with it were otherwife ; You
would not now praQically rerzaét the Petition: You have fo often

offered up, Thy Will be dine on Earth, as it is in Heaven. T
2. This
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2. ThisLanguage; Tbe Lird de as feerneth bini goed, may be looked
upon asexpreflive ol a firm Perfuafion thac the Event of War entire-
ly depends upon the Providence. of God. 4¢..d. Let «s do our
beft' ; but after all, ler us be fenfible that the Succefs does not de=.
pend on us; that is entirely inthe Hands of an all-ruling God. ‘T'hat
God governs the World, is a2 tundamental. Article of natural, as
well as revealed Religion :. It is no great Exploit of Faich, to be-
lieve this : Itis but a fimall Advance bey.nd Atheifm, and down-
right Infideli.y. L know no Country upon Earth, where I thould.
be put to the Expence of Argument to prove this. 'The Heathens
gave ftriking Proofs of their Belief of ity by their Prayers, their
Sacrifices, their confulting Oracles,. before they engaged in War ;
and by their coftly Cfferings. ands fclemn Thankigivings, atter
Vi€tory. Andthall fuch a plain Principle as this, be difputed in a
- Chriftian Land? No ; we all fpeculatively believe it ; but that is
not enough ; ler our Spirits be deeply imprefled with it, and ovr
Lives énfluenced by it : Let us live inthe World, as in a Territory
of Jehovah's Empire. Carry this Impreflion upon Your Hearts into
the Wildernefs, whither Y.ou are going, Ofren let fuch Thoughes
as thefe recur to your Minds,. I a2 tie feeble Creature of God 3 and
VIeffed be bis Navise, 1 am nct caft off bis Hand as a difregarded Orpiran
to [bif? for my/cif.  My. Lifeis wi:der bis Care 5 the Succefs of this Expeai-
tion 15 at bis Difpofals  Therefore, O thos.all-raling Gody 1implore shy.
PrctetFion 5 Lconfide inthy Care 5 I chearfully refign myfelfy and the E~.
vent of this Undertaking, tothee.  Which leads me to cbferve,

3. That thefe Words, The Lord do wh:t feemeth bim gocd, may cx-.
prefs a humble Submiflion to the Difpofal of Providence, let the E-.
ventturn cutasic would: g ds We have nct the Difpofal of the E-.
vint, nor dowe kiow whai wiliber But Jehovab knows, andthat is encagh.
e are fure be will do what is Leffy upen the wwle 5, and it Fecemes us to-
acquielce ! Thus, my Friends, do You relign and {ubmit your-.
{olves to the Ruler of the World in the prefent Enterprize, He
will order Matters as he pleafes ; Oh! lec him do fo by Your chear-.
ful Choafent.  Tlet Succefs or Difappointment, let Life or Death bz
the I e, Yill Cuy, Gocd is the Wil of the Lord 5 let biinz do what Jeem-.
s iz 2eod ¢ O: if Nacure biafles Your Withes and Defires to the-

faz-
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favourable Side, as no Doubt it'will, ftill keep them within Bounds,.
and reltrain them in Tim:, faying atter the Example of Chritt, Nez-
wty Willy Lut thineledone. "You may with, you may pray, youmay
ftrive, you may hope tor ahappy Hiue : But You me/ fubmic 5 Be

filly and knw thzt beis Gedy and will net be preleribed to,  or {uf-

fer a Rival in the Government of the World he has made.  Such
a Temper will be of unfpeakable Service to You, and You may
hope God will honour it with 2 remarkable Blefling : For Submil-
fion to bis Will is-the readicft Way to the Accomplithment of cur
0.

4. Thefe Words, in their Connetion, may intimate, that let
the Event be what ic will, it will afford us Satistaction to think,.
that we have done the belt we could. g 4. Wecawiot command Suc-
cels 5 bat let us do all incur Iewer to obtain ity andiwe bave Reafen to
hope that inn this Ty we fball not be difappointcd & But if it fbould pleafe
God to vender all cuir Eudcavours wainy  flill we [Dall bave the generous
Pleafure to veflecky that we bave wst been acceflary to the Ruin of cur
Coutistiryy bt bave deme all we ceuld for its Delizercuce. So Y ou my
Brethren have gencroufly engaged in a difintereited Scheme for
Your King and Country @ God does generally crown fuch neble
Unadcrrakings with Succefs, and You have Encouragement to hope
for it : But the Caufe You have efpoufed, is the Caufe of a fintul
impenitent Country 5 and if God, 1n righteous Difpleafure, fhould
on this Aeccount blaft your Attempr, {till you will have the Pleafure
of refle€ting upon Your generous Viewsand vigorous Endeavours,,.
and that You have done Your Part confcientioufly,

Having thus made fome curfory Remarks upon the fundry Parts
of the Text, I fhall now conclude with an Addrefs, firftto you all
in general, and then to you Gentlemen and others, who have bzen
pleafed to invite me to this Service.  And I hope You will forgive -
my Prolixity : My Heart is tull; the Text is copious, and the (¢~

cafion fingular and important. I cannot therefore difmifs You:
with a fhore hurrying Difcourfe.

C. Ite
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“ht"conterns you all fenouﬂy to refle upon your own Sins,
.and the Sins of y our Land. which have broughe all thefe Calamitics
aupon us.  1f You believe that God governsthe World, it Youdo
‘niot sbjure him {iom bemg the Ruler of Your Country, You muft
acknowledze that all the Calamittes ot War, and the threucmng
Appearancca oi Famine, are ordered by his Providence ; There 15
wo Evilin a City-cr Couiitry, lut the Lord baih dene it. And if You
believe that he is a juft and Righteous Ruler, You muft alfo be-
ieve, that he would nor thus puniih a righteous or a penitent Peo-
ple. We and our Countrymen are Sinners, aggrasvated Sinners :
*God proclaims that we are fuch by his Judgnients now upon us,
Dy wichermy Ficlds and {eamy lialxeﬁa, Ly the Sornd of tie

"T1umpec and e Alutn of War,  Our Confeienees muit alfo bear
‘wiwnceis to the fagie meianchely Tru. ‘Avd omy th.uc\‘cw?
properly afi:Cted; 1 would concur with thefe undoutbead Witiii-
des: 1 would cry “al 21, and po: fpare, I would litt vp my Voice
like a Truwpet, o fow You Your Tran {gieifons and Y our
Sins. G my Co.mtry, is et vy Wickednels groacy aid toine Inigus s
gnfrite € Where s there a more finte]l Spot to be tound upon our
guilty Globe 2 Pafs over the Land, take a Survey of the 'Lahabi-
ants, infpeét into their Condudt, ‘md what do you fee ? whaz do
veulear? You foe gigantic Forms of Vice braving the Skies, 2nd
"blddmg Defance to Heaveaand Earth, while lxdmop and Vir-
tue 45 ebliped to Tetire, to.avoid pubhu Contempt and Infult ---
You fee Herds of Diunlkards {willi g down their Ceps, and
drowning all the Az within them. Y ot Lear the Swearer Vent-
ing bis Fury againft God and Man, uifling with that Name which

roftrate An, ¢ls adore, and 1mprecating “that Damnati n, under
which the hardic® Devil in Hell trembles and groans. You fe2
Avarice hoarding up her ufele(s Treafurcs, difhoneft Craft planning
her Schemes ot Gnlawlul Gain, and Opprc(ﬁ munmercifully grind-
ing the Face of the Poor. You fee Prodigality fquandering her
Stores, Lux:ry fprealing lier Table, and unmanning her Gueits ;
Vamty lauc'hi 1w aleud, and ,c‘x‘lol\mg in cmpry, Lnthiﬁking

Minh,
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Mirth, regardlefs of God and our Country, of Time and Eterni~-
ty 3 Senfu dxt) wallowing in brural Pleafures, and afpuning with-
inverced \mbmon, to fink as low as her tour-fonted Brethren of:
the Srall.  Yeoufee Cards maqre in Ule than the Bible, the Back-
Gammon Table more Irequernted than the Table cf the Lord,
Pliys and Romances more read than the Hiftory of the blefied je-
fus. Youice trifling and even Criminal Diverfions become a fe-
riovs Bulinefs ; the [ffuc of'a Horfe-race,. cr a Cock-fight, more:
anxiofly a tcnded to than the Fate ¢f our Ccuntry. Or wheie
thefe grofler Forms of Viz: an1 Vaaity do not thock your Senfes,,
even there ycu ofren mect withthe Appearances of more refined Im--
piety, which is equally dangerous. = You hear the Converfation of
reafenable Creatures, of Candidates tor Eternity, engrefled by
Tritles, or vainly “aﬁed cn the Affaus of Tlme : Thefc are the-
erernal SL.ch&s of Converfation,- even at the Threthcld of the
Houfe ot God, and on the facred Hours devoted to his Service.
Youfee Swarms of Prayer-lefs Families all over our Land : Igne--
rant, vicious Children, unreftrained and unmught by tho(e to
whom God and Nature hach ‘entrufted their Souls.  You fee
houfands of poor Slaves in a Chritlian Country, the Property of
(‘hn.han Mafters, - as they- will be called, almol as ignorant of
Chriftianit:’, as when they left the Wilds of Africa.  You {ee the
beit Religion inall .c:Wild, abufed, negleéted, difobeyed and’
dithonoured by its Profefiors : - And you hear Inﬁdelltv {cattering .
her ambiguous Hints and Sufpicions, cr openly artacking the Chrie
ftian Caufe with pretended Argument, with Infule and Ridicule.
You fee Crowds ot proferded Believers, that are prattical Athiefts ;
neminal Chriftians, that are real Heathens ; many ab:mdoned
Slaves of Sin, that \ et prerend to be the Servants ofthe Holy Jefus.
You ice the Ordinances of the Gofpel negle&ed by feme, profaned !
by others, and atrended vpen by the Generality with a trifling Tr-
reverence, and ftepid Unconcernednefs.  Alas ! who would think
that thefe thoughtlefs Affemblies we often fee in our Places of -
Wocihip, are met for fuch folcmn Purpofes as to implore the lar-

C2- dem!
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fica of their Sins from an injured God, and to prepare for an awfil
all-important Erernity? Alas! is that Religion tor the Propagation of
whivh the Sen ot God laboured, and bled, and died, for which his
Apotiles and Thoufands of Martyrs have {pent their Strength andfhie {
rheir Blood,-and on which ourerernal Lite depends, isthat Religicn
becomeTuch a Trifle in our Davs, thatMen are hardly ferious and
in earneft when they awend upon its meft {elemn Iutticutions 2
What Multitudes lie in a dead Sieep inSin all arovnd us? You fee
them eager in the Pur{uit of the Vanites of Time, bue ftupidl. un-
concerned about the imporrant Realities of the eternal World gt
betore them : Few folicitous what thall become of them when “all
their Connections with LZarch and Fleth muft be broken, and they
muft rake cheir Flight into ftrange unknown Regions : Few lamen-
ting their Sins : Few crying for Mércy and a new Heart: Few
flying to Jelus, or juftly fenfible of the Importance of a Mediator
11 a Religion tor Stnaer.  You may indeed fee fome Degree of
Civility and ‘Benevolence towards Men, and more than enosgh (¢
_crtfging Complaifance of Worms to YWorms, of Clay to Clay, ¢
Guilt to Guilr : Bur Oh! how little fincere Homage, how lirle
afte€tionate Veneraticn for the great Lord of Heaven and Earch !
You may fee fomething of Duty to Parente, of Gratirude to Bene-
factors, and Obedience to Superiors : But it God le a Fatker, wh:re
is bis Honcar 2 If be Le o Mafter, wheve is bis Fear 2 If he be cur
Benefaétor, where is our Gratitude to him ? You may fec here
and there feme Inftances of proud, felfrighteous Virtie, fome
Apgearances of Morality : But Oh ! how rare is viral, evangeli-
cal Relieion, and true Chriflian Morality, animared with the
Love of God, proceeding froma new Heart, and a Regard to the
divine Authority, full of jefus, full of a Regard tohim asa Medi-
ator, on whofe Account alone our Duties can find Acceprance? O

tefled Redeemer ! what lictle Necefliey, whar licele Ule do the
Sinners ot our Counuy find for thee in thair Religion ?
How many Dilcourfes, how many Prayers, how many .good
Works are pertormed, in which there is fcaice any T bing of
Chriff 2 And this Defet renders them all bue (bining Sms, gliceer-
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iing Crimes. How few pant and languifh for thee, Bleffed Jefus!

and can never be contenred with their Reformation, with their Mo-
rality, wich their gcod Works, till rhey obtain an Intereft in thy
Righteouinefs, to fauétify all, torender all acceprable !------ You
‘may fee Cnildien fenfible of their Dependance on their Parents for
the!r Subfittence, you fee Muldtudes fenfible of their Dependance
on Clieuds and Sun and Earth for Provifion for Man and Beatft :
But how tew fenfible of their Dependance upon God, as the great
Osiginaly the Primum Mebile of natural Caufes, and the various
W heels of the Univerfe. You fee even the dull Oxkncws bis Own-
ery and the ftupid Afs bis Mafter’s Grib - You fee the Workings of

Gratitudeevenin your Dog, whowelcomesyouhome witha Thoufand |

fondiing Motions: But how is Jehovah’s Government and Agency
pratically denied in his own Territories ! How few receive the
Bleflings of Lite as from his Hand, anc make him proper Returns
of Gratitude ? You fee a withering, ravaged Country arcund you,
languithing under the Frowns of an angry God ; but how few earneit
Prayers, how tew penitential Greans do you hear ? Pafs over the
Land, and bring.me Intelligence, 1is not this the gemera/ Charac-
ter of cur Country ? I know there are fome happy Exceptiobs ;
and I hope fundry fuch might be produced from among you : But
is not this the prevailing Charatter of a great Majority ? Daes not
one Part or other of it belong to the Generality ? The moft gene-
rous Charity cannot hepe the Contrary, if under any f{criprural or
rational Limttations,  May it not be faid ot the Men of Firginia,
as well as thofe of Stdom, They are wicked, and Sinmers before the
Lord exceedingly ¢ And thus, alas! it has been for a long Time :
Our Country has finned on fecurely for above 150 Years, and one
Age has improved upon the Vices of another. And can a Land
always bear up under fuch a Load of accumulated Wickednefs ?
Can God always fuffer fuch a Race of Sinners to go on unpunifh-
ed from Generation to Generation ? May we not fear that our Ini-
uities are now juft fully and that he isabout to thunder out his aw=

ful Mandate to the Executioners of his Vengeance, Put ye in the
Sickle ;

v
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SicRle 5 for the Harvef¥ is vipe 5 come get ye down, for the Prefs is fully.
the Vats overflow 5 for their Wickednefs is grect.

And is thereno Relief for a finking Country ? Oris it too lateto
admintiter it ? Is cur- Wound incurable, - that refufeth to be lealed ?-
No, bleffed be God ; if younow turn every cne of you from
your Evil. Ways; it you mourn over your Sins, and tuin to the
Lord iw ith your whele.Hearts, then ycur Country will yet recover, .
God will -appear for usy and give a profperous Turn to our Affairs ;
he has affured us of this in his-own . Word,. £t what Inflant, fays.
he, I jball [peak comcerning a Natiow,. and cencerning a Kingdem, to
pluck ap, and to tull dosws, and to defiroy:it ; if that Naticn, againft
cvhom 1 bae pronounceds- ttwrn frcm their Kvil,. 1 will vepemt of the Evik
that Ithought to do unto them, |er. xviii. 17, 8: Therefore, my Bre--
thren, as we haveall rebelled, let us ail join inunanimous Repen-
tance, and a thorough Reformation: Not only your eternal Sal-
vation requires ir, but-alfo the Prefervation of your Country, thas
is now bleeding with the Wounds you have given it by your Sins..
The Safety of thefe our Friendsy who are now engaged in {o ge-
necrous a Defign; requires it-: Fer-an Army of Saints or of Heroes,
cancet defend a guiley, impenitent People, ripe for the Judgments-
of God.. If you would be everlattingly- happy, and efcape the
Vengeance of eternal Fire,.or: (eo mention what may perhaps
have more Weight with fcme cf youY) if you would preferve your-
Yelves, your Families, your Potteriry, {rcm Poverty, fromSlavery,
$acrance, Idolatry,. Torwre and Death 5 if you would fave
yvoutfelves and them from all the infernal Horrors of Pepery, and
the fivage Tyranny of a reungrel Race of French and Ludian Con-
querors ; in fhorr, .it youwceuld aveid all thas is terrible, and en-
joy every Thing that is dear and valuable, REPEN T, and
turn to the Lord:  This is the unly Cure for cur wounded Covn- -
try ; and if you refufe ro adminitter it in "T'ime, prepare to perithin
its Ruinss If you go on impenitent in Siny you may exp=& not
only to be damned for every bur (whatis more terrible to fome of
you) to fall into themoft extreme ovtward Diltrels.  You wiil have

forwy
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R eafon to fearnot only the Lefs of Heaven, which fome of youper-
+haps think liztle of, but the Lofs of your Eftates, that lie {o near your
‘Hearts.  And wili you notrepent, when you are prefled to ic frem
fo many Quuarcers at cnce-?

And now, My Brethren, in thelaft Place, I have 2 few parting
Words to offer to you who are more particularly concerned in this
“Occafion ; and 1 am fure I fhall addrefs you with as much affeéti-
-onate Benevolence as you could wifh.

My firtt and leading Advice to you is, Labour to cond=& this
Expeditionin 2 Religious Manner.  Methinks this fhould notfeem
ftrange Counfel to Crearures, cutirely dependent upon:God, apd
ethis Didpolal.  Asyouare an Ind:pendent Company of Volunteers
under Othcers of your c¢wn chuling, youmay manage your Aftairs
more ace.rding toyvour own Inclinations, than if yvou bad cnlifted
upon the ordinary Fooring @ And I hope you will improve this
Ahdvantage for the Purpofes of Religion. Let Prayer to the God
of your Life be your daily Exercife.  \When Retitement is fale,
podr out your Hearts to him infecret ; and when it is pralticab’,
joiain Prayer together Morning and Evening in your Camp. How
acceptable to Heaven inuft fuch an wnufusl Offering be, trom that
defare. Wildernefs ! Maintain a Senfe of divine Providence upcn
Jyour Hearts, and refign your felves and all your Affairs into the
Iands of Ged.  Yeu are engaged in a goed Caufe, the Caufe of
your People, and the Cities of your God ; and therefore you may

:the more boldly commit it to him, and pray and hope for his Bleffing,
I would fiin hope, there is no Neceflity to take Precautions a-
gainft Vice among fuch a fele@ Company :  Buc left there fhould,
I would humbly recommend it to yoato make this one of the Ar-
ticles of your Aflociation, before you fet out, that every Form of

Vice fhall be feverely difcountenanced, and if you think proper, ex-;;ﬂ
It

pofe the Oftender to fome pecuniary or corporal Punifhment.
would be fhocking indeed, and I cannot bear the Tho’tythat a Come
pany formed upon fuch generous Principles, thould commit or to-
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Jerate open Wickednefs among them ;. and I hope.this Caution is -
- needlefs.to you all, as [ am fure it.is ro fundry of you.

And now, my dear Friends, dnd the-Friends of your neglefted
Country, I the Name of the Lord lift up ycur Bammers » Be of gecd.
Gourage; and-piay the Men for the -People and the.Cities of your God ;
and the Lord ds what [cemeth bim good.  Should T now give Vent to
‘the Pafficns of my Hearr, and become a Speaker for my Country,,
‘methinlts. I fhould even overwhelm you with a Torrent of good
Withes,. and Prayers from thesflearts of Thoufands. May the
J.ord of Hofts, the God.: of the Armies of Ijrael, go forth along
5_ y&vJ& you & May be teach yout. Hands to War, ond gird gou with
Strength to Battle ! May he blefs you ‘with a fafe Return, and long
Lifey g¥ aglprious Death in th§ Bed of Honour, and a happy lm-
‘mortalty !.° May he guard and {epport your anxious Familics and
 Friends.at home, and return you victorious to their longing Arms!
%‘hy all- the Bleflings your Hearts can with attend you wherever

you go ! Thefe ate the Withes and Prayers of my Heart ; .and.
I'oufands concur in them :- And-we cannot but chearfully hope.:

%-eys will be.granted, through Jefus Chrilt. _Amea.
FE I N I S
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