9629 |

Davies, Samuel, 1723-1761.
(D. A. B.)

Little Children.... Fifth Edition.

Boston, Fowle for Barclay, 1765. 24 pp.
{ The Evans entry, which came from Haven, is a ghost of
this or the 4th ed., Boston, 1762, of which there is a copy
at the AAS, )

AAS copy.




{ LITTLE CHI

Invited to

LDREN‘

JefusChrlft

A SERMON preached in H

ergmm

!

\nover Cozmty,.

|
|

With an Account of the lite remarkable
ReligiousImprefiions ar nong theSTu-
peNTS in the College of New—j’ezjey

|

l

By SAMUEL DA.V

| — -
ion. .
B W

|

- it

Jhe anth Editi

" S
%%?fa

ks Wfﬁ"&ﬁ%?
YT > S S

g B O ST C

. Pyinted by 'Z. FowLe, for

!. 414'“'; i

: _-g,-wcm Door but one td the Si an
-";,,’,,’ in CQB,,NHJLLX“ ) O/ 65

A

A.Barciay?
of the three Kings,




Mark x. 14.

But when Fefus fawy it, be was much difpleafedy,
and faid unto themy, Suffer the little Children to
come unte me, Ma forbid them mot : For of fuch
is the Kingdom of God.

4HE Return of this blooming Seafon of

. the Year puts me in Mind of my Duty

~ towards my young Friends in this Con-
gregation ; thofe growing Shoots, thafe

bloomimg Flowers of human Nature.

To yos therefore, my dear Youth, I would now
addrels myfelf: And would do it with all the

Tenderncfs of a father) (El atk,
. -, AMONG you, I hog,{ :&nm«l meet  with
Difcouragement, of the fame kind, which I often
meet with in my Addrefls to oth ."'"S'A}nong
you, I hope, I fhall not find any Veterans in
Sin, confirmed and hardened in Wickednefs by
long Praflice ; though alas | we fomgtimes
meet with the (hocking Curiofity of one fSupg
-in Years, but old’in Sin. Among you, I hope
to find that Tendernefs of Heart, and thofe foft
impreflible Paffions, which are fo peculiar to
your Age; and which may render you more
fafceptive of religious Impreflions, than thofe
Whofe [learts are at once hardéned by Age,‘n;d
- y .
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afford me Encouragement. But alas ! even a~
mong you, foft and pliable as you are, I expeSt

| ge’at Difconragemeuts, tho’ of another Kind,

ou are gay, merry and thoughtlefs ; and cannot
bear to fix your houghits upon fuch difagrecable
Subjects ; and flatter yourfelves, it is time enough.
for you to fubmit to the Mortification of attending
to themn, as you advance farther into Life. Your
Piffions and Appetites are ftrong and unruly : Your
Hopes warm and fanguiné, And therefore, I am

afraid, fundry of you will hardly allow me a ferious.

Hearing. the’ but for an Hour. However, whe-
ther you hear, or whether you forbear, I muft en-

deavour to deliver my Meflage to you, in the Name
of God, - | |

IT is a very encouraging Thought, that the

blefled Jefus has a very tender Regard for fuch
young Creatutes.  This he fhewed in his warm
Refentment againft thofé that would have kept
them from his Arms, while he dwelt amony Men,

SoME of his Friends brought their you':mg Chil-
dren to him, that he might touch them, or lav his

Hands upon them, as a Sign of his blefling them, .

after the Manner of the Patriarchs and Prophets,
in their folemn Benedi@ions.  But his Difiples,
thikking is beneath the Dignity of fo great and di-

vj:u;: a P’rophet, to be troubled and teazed with litde
Children, and apprehiending that fuch thoughtlefs -

Creatures could reccive no Advantage from him,
1 . '
rebuked their Parents, and would have femt them

away.  This mult be a very affeting Difcourage-
ment
I

by a long Habit of Sinning ; thefe Circumftances. |

[ ¢ forbid them not.”

o -

T

ment to Parents to find themfelves forbid to comve

to Jesus CHRIST.

. | toChrift,and that by hisDilciples,who ought to have .
‘introduced them, and encowaged their Applica-
tion. But when Fefus faw the dear little Crea-

tures fent away from him, he was greatly difpleafed.
If cood Men thro’ Miftake, and bad Men thro™
obftinate Wickednefs difcourage thefe young Im--

] mortals in coming to Chrift, he himfelf is willing

they fhould come, and warmiy refentsit, when any
Hindrance is thrown in their Way, This graci-
cious Shepherd takes fpecial Care of the Weak and.
Young in his Flock ; he ¢ gathers the Lambs it
« his Arms, and canies them in his Bofom.
Hence he tells his Difciples, and all around him,
¢« Suffer the little Children to come unto me, and:
They ate all welcome to
my Arms : And the little Sinners ftand in need of
a Saviour. |

WHEN he fays, ¢ Sufer them to come, and
¢ forbid them not 3 ” he does not mean, mee1ly,
that they fhould not bindir or difcourage theme
but he means, that they fhould pofitively affiff and
cncourage them to come to him ; and that Parents
fhould be fo far from hindering them, that they
fhould bring them themfelves. -

I'uis Exhortation was particularly addrefled to
his Difciples; and through them, to all the Mini-
fters of the Gofpel. And T feel its Obligation
binding me in particular to this agreeable Duty.

* Indeed the lovely Forms, the Blooms of Reafon,

and the engaging little Actions of thofe amiable-
Creatures, whom I now addrefs, might .win the-
- AfteQion
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- Affe&tion even of a Stranger, and excite him to

perform every kind Office in his Power for them.
QOur Saviour adds a Reafon why he would have

little Childr:n fuffcred to come to him, which is,

¢ For of fuch is the Kingdom of Heaven.,” This
may be underftood in two Senfes. It may either
fignify, the Gofpel Church, which is often called
the Kingdon of Heaven, and even the heavenly
Church confifts of fuck littke Children as thele :
Such kitle Creatures are admitted as Members into
this divine Socicty, and entitled to its Privilcgcs.
And therefore,.¢¢ Chriftian Parents ought to bring
/% them to me; and it is their Duty to come as
““ fonn as they are capable of acting. - Therefore
¢ forbid them not, but encourage them.” Or it
may fignify, the Church of God, both in its earthly
and heavenly State, confilts of fuch Perfons; i. e,
of Peifons, who refemble little Children in Tem-
per ; who, like them, are humble, meek, pliable,
forgiving, eafily appeafed, teachable. 1 rather
chufe this Senie, becaufe the Conne@ion feems to
“lead to it ; for the very next Words are, Verily
¢ ] fay unto you, whofoever fhall not receive the

¢ the Kingdom of God as a little Child, he thall
*¢ not eater therein,”

Child an Emblem of the Chriftian Temper.
( Matr. xviii, 2, 3. 4.) ¢ Jefus called a htle
“ Child unto him, and fct him in the Midft of
#¢ them, and faid, Verily I fay unto you, except ye
“ be converted, and become as little Children, ye
““ [hall not enter inio the Kingdom of Heaven,

| ¢ Whofoever

« dom of Heaven,

| This is alfo agreeable to
what he fays elfewhere, when he makes a little.

{ much as it was theirs who weie bis Contempera-

to Jesus CurisT. ’
¢« Whofoever therefore fhall humble himfelf as
s this little Child, the fame is greateft in the King-
* In this View the Argument
is conclufive :  For if Children have fome Difpo-
{itions, in which even Men muft refemble and
imitate them, before they can enter into the
Kingdom of Heaven ; theu certainly Children are
capable of being brought to Jefus, and it is their
Duty to come to him,

ou fee, my dear Children and Youth, that you
have a Right, and that it is your Duty, to come to
Jefus, Therefore,oh! come to him : come to
him this very Day, without Delay.

BuT here, I hope, you ftart a very proper Quef-
tion, ¢ What is it to come to Chsift ? or in what
¢¢ Senfe are we to underftand this Phrafe, as it
¢¢ may be applied to us now, fincec he is removed
¢ from our World ? ”, |

CoMiNG to Chnft, in my Text, did indeed
mean a bodily Motion to him : And this was

ralticable, while he tabernacled in I'lefh among
en. But even then, it fignifie¢ much more. It
fignified coming to him as a divine Feacher, to re-
ceive Inftru@ion; as a Saviour, to obtain eternal
Life ; and as the only Mediator, through whom
guilty Sinners might have Accefs to God. It fig-
nified 2 Motion of Soul towards him, corrclpondent

] to the bodily Motion of coming: A Motion of

the Defires, a Flight of tender Affe&ions towards

“him. Inthis View itis flill practicable to come to

Chrift ; and itis our Duty in thefe latter Days, as

tioe
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