{ LITTLE CHI

Invited to

LDREN‘

JefusChrlft

A SERMON preached in H

ergmm

!

\nover Cozmty,.

|
|

With an Account of the lite remarkable
ReligiousImprefiions ar nong theSTu-
peNTS in the College of New—j’ezjey

|

l

By SAMUEL DA.V

| — -
ion. .
B W

|

- it

Jhe anth Editi

" S
%%?fa

ks Wfﬁ"&ﬁ%?
YT > S S

g B O ST C

. Pyinted by 'Z. FowLe, for

!. 414'“'; i

: _-g,-wcm Door but one td the Si an
-";,,’,,’ in CQB,,NHJLLX“ ) O/ 65

A

A.Barciay?
of the three Kings,




Mark x. 14.

But when Fefus fawy it, be was much difpleafedy,
and faid unto themy, Suffer the little Children to
come unte me, Ma forbid them mot : For of fuch
is the Kingdom of God.

4HE Return of this blooming Seafon of

. the Year puts me in Mind of my Duty

~ towards my young Friends in this Con-
gregation ; thofe growing Shoots, thafe

bloomimg Flowers of human Nature.

To yos therefore, my dear Youth, I would now
addrels myfelf: And would do it with all the

Tenderncfs of a father) (El atk,
. -, AMONG you, I hog,{ :&nm«l meet  with
Difcouragement, of the fame kind, which I often
meet with in my Addrefls to oth ."'"S'A}nong
you, I hope, I fhall not find any Veterans in
Sin, confirmed and hardened in Wickednefs by
long Praflice ; though alas | we fomgtimes
meet with the (hocking Curiofity of one fSupg
-in Years, but old’in Sin. Among you, I hope
to find that Tendernefs of Heart, and thofe foft
impreflible Paffions, which are fo peculiar to
your Age; and which may render you more
fafceptive of religious Impreflions, than thofe
Whofe [learts are at once hardéned by Age,‘n;d
- y .
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4  LitTie CHILDREN invited

afford me Encouragement. But alas ! even a~
mong you, foft and pliable as you are, I expeSt

| ge’at Difconragemeuts, tho’ of another Kind,

ou are gay, merry and thoughtlefs ; and cannot
bear to fix your houghits upon fuch difagrecable
Subjects ; and flatter yourfelves, it is time enough.
for you to fubmit to the Mortification of attending
to themn, as you advance farther into Life. Your
Piffions and Appetites are ftrong and unruly : Your
Hopes warm and fanguiné, And therefore, I am

afraid, fundry of you will hardly allow me a ferious.

Hearing. the’ but for an Hour. However, whe-
ther you hear, or whether you forbear, I muft en-

deavour to deliver my Meflage to you, in the Name
of God, - | |

IT is a very encouraging Thought, that the

blefled Jefus has a very tender Regard for fuch
young Creatutes.  This he fhewed in his warm
Refentment againft thofé that would have kept
them from his Arms, while he dwelt amony Men,

SoME of his Friends brought their you':mg Chil-
dren to him, that he might touch them, or lav his

Hands upon them, as a Sign of his blefling them, .

after the Manner of the Patriarchs and Prophets,
in their folemn Benedi@ions.  But his Difiples,
thikking is beneath the Dignity of fo great and di-

vj:u;: a P’rophet, to be troubled and teazed with litde
Children, and apprehiending that fuch thoughtlefs -

Creatures could reccive no Advantage from him,
1 . '
rebuked their Parents, and would have femt them

away.  This mult be a very affeting Difcourage-
ment
I

by a long Habit of Sinning ; thefe Circumftances. |

[ ¢ forbid them not.”

o -

T

ment to Parents to find themfelves forbid to comve

to Jesus CHRIST.

. | toChrift,and that by hisDilciples,who ought to have .
‘introduced them, and encowaged their Applica-
tion. But when Fefus faw the dear little Crea-

tures fent away from him, he was greatly difpleafed.
If cood Men thro’ Miftake, and bad Men thro™
obftinate Wickednefs difcourage thefe young Im--

] mortals in coming to Chrift, he himfelf is willing

they fhould come, and warmiy refentsit, when any
Hindrance is thrown in their Way, This graci-
cious Shepherd takes fpecial Care of the Weak and.
Young in his Flock ; he ¢ gathers the Lambs it
« his Arms, and canies them in his Bofom.
Hence he tells his Difciples, and all around him,
¢« Suffer the little Children to come unto me, and:
They ate all welcome to
my Arms : And the little Sinners ftand in need of
a Saviour. |

WHEN he fays, ¢ Sufer them to come, and
¢ forbid them not 3 ” he does not mean, mee1ly,
that they fhould not bindir or difcourage theme
but he means, that they fhould pofitively affiff and
cncourage them to come to him ; and that Parents
fhould be fo far from hindering them, that they
fhould bring them themfelves. -

I'uis Exhortation was particularly addrefled to
his Difciples; and through them, to all the Mini-
fters of the Gofpel. And T feel its Obligation
binding me in particular to this agreeable Duty.

* Indeed the lovely Forms, the Blooms of Reafon,

and the engaging little Actions of thofe amiable-
Creatures, whom I now addrefs, might .win the-
- AfteQion
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- Affe&tion even of a Stranger, and excite him to

perform every kind Office in his Power for them.
QOur Saviour adds a Reafon why he would have

little Childr:n fuffcred to come to him, which is,

¢ For of fuch is the Kingdom of Heaven.,” This
may be underftood in two Senfes. It may either
fignify, the Gofpel Church, which is often called
the Kingdon of Heaven, and even the heavenly
Church confifts of fuck littke Children as thele :
Such kitle Creatures are admitted as Members into
this divine Socicty, and entitled to its Privilcgcs.
And therefore,.¢¢ Chriftian Parents ought to bring
/% them to me; and it is their Duty to come as
““ fonn as they are capable of acting. - Therefore
¢ forbid them not, but encourage them.” Or it
may fignify, the Church of God, both in its earthly
and heavenly State, confilts of fuch Perfons; i. e,
of Peifons, who refemble little Children in Tem-
per ; who, like them, are humble, meek, pliable,
forgiving, eafily appeafed, teachable. 1 rather
chufe this Senie, becaufe the Conne@ion feems to
“lead to it ; for the very next Words are, Verily
¢ ] fay unto you, whofoever fhall not receive the

¢ the Kingdom of God as a little Child, he thall
*¢ not eater therein,”

Child an Emblem of the Chriftian Temper.
( Matr. xviii, 2, 3. 4.) ¢ Jefus called a htle
“ Child unto him, and fct him in the Midft of
#¢ them, and faid, Verily I fay unto you, except ye
“ be converted, and become as little Children, ye
““ [hall not enter inio the Kingdom of Heaven,

| ¢ Whofoever

« dom of Heaven,

| This is alfo agreeable to
what he fays elfewhere, when he makes a little.

{ much as it was theirs who weie bis Contempera-

to Jesus CurisT. ’
¢« Whofoever therefore fhall humble himfelf as
s this little Child, the fame is greateft in the King-
* In this View the Argument
is conclufive :  For if Children have fome Difpo-
{itions, in which even Men muft refemble and
imitate them, before they can enter into the
Kingdom of Heaven ; theu certainly Children are
capable of being brought to Jefus, and it is their
Duty to come to him,

ou fee, my dear Children and Youth, that you
have a Right, and that it is your Duty, to come to
Jefus, Therefore,oh! come to him : come to
him this very Day, without Delay.

BuT here, I hope, you ftart a very proper Quef-
tion, ¢ What is it to come to Chsift ? or in what
¢¢ Senfe are we to underftand this Phrafe, as it
¢¢ may be applied to us now, fincec he is removed
¢ from our World ? ”, |

CoMiNG to Chnft, in my Text, did indeed
mean a bodily Motion to him : And this was

ralticable, while he tabernacled in I'lefh among
en. But even then, it fignifie¢ much more. It
fignified coming to him as a divine Feacher, to re-
ceive Inftru@ion; as a Saviour, to obtain eternal
Life ; and as the only Mediator, through whom
guilty Sinners might have Accefs to God. It fig-
nified 2 Motion of Soul towards him, corrclpondent

] to the bodily Motion of coming: A Motion of

the Defires, a Flight of tender Affe&ions towards

“him. Inthis View itis flill practicable to come to

Chrift ; and itis our Duty in thefe latter Days, as

tioe
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.tiesupon Earth. Tt isin this View, I now h‘rge 1tf
::;onpycou : And in this View, it includes the fcl-§
‘lowing Particulars :

1. A clear Convition of Sin; of Sin in Heart,§ "

in Word, and in Praltice ; of Sin againft Kn,ow-
Hedge ; againft alluring Mercies and fatherly Cor-
“reltions; of Sin againft all the ftrongeft Ties tof)
Duty. Without fuch a Conviction of Sin, it is
impoffible you fhould fly to him as a Saviour : For }
he ¢ came not to call the Righteous, but Sinners §
% to Repentance.” | |
2. ANp:ﬂ'e&ing Senfe of Danger, upon the Ac-
count of Sin. Youcannot fly to him as a Saviour,
till you fée your extreme Need of Salvation ; and |
you cannot fee your Need of Salvation, till
you are fenfible of your Danger ; fenfible that you
-are every Moment liable-to everlafting gongemna-
tion, and have no Title atall to the divine Favour. ¥
3. AN humbling Senfe of your own Inability to
fave yourfelves by the Merit of your own beft En-
- deavours. 1donot mean, that you fhould negleétg
your beft Endeavours ; or that you thould not exert}

your wtmoft Strength inevery gocd Work, anc}“ ::

“the earueft Ufe of all the Means of Grace : |
“you never will come to Chrit, till you are brought!
to this. ButI mean, that while you are doing your]
utmoft, you muft be fenfible, that you do not de-3
derve any Favour at all from &od on that Ac~4
«count, and that you neither can, nor do make 3ny

Atonement for your Sins by all your good Works 394 .

“but-that God may juftly condemn you notwid'\-:
ftanding. Till you are fenfible of this, you Wﬂ;

forts;

e b,

- Him, as the only Support for your finking Soul, and
weary yourfclvesin vain, in idle felf righteous Ef{ . | B

gt 0y e vm s
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forts to perform the Work which Jefus came into
the World to perform, and which he alone was
able to do; I mean, to make Atonement for your
Sinyand to work out a Righteoufnefs to recommend
you toGod. It is an eternal Truth, that you will
never come to Chrift as a Saviour, till you are
deeply fenfible there is no Salvation in any other ;
and particularly, that you are not able to faye
yourfelves,

4. AN affeiting Convi&tion, that Jefus Chrift
s a glorious, all-fufficient and willing Saviour ;
that his Righteoufnefs is perfect, equal to all the
Demands of the divine Law, and fufficient to
make Satistalion for all our Sins, and procure
for us all the Bleflings of the divine Favour 5
that he is able and willing to ¢ fave 1o the uttermoft
all that come unte God by bim 3 "' and that heis
frecly offered in the Gofpel to all that will accept
him, however unworthy, and however great their
Sins. Indeed it is an eternal T'ruth, that though

- Mu'titudes perifh, it is not for want of 2 Saviour.

There is a Saviour all- fufficient, and perfectly will-
ing ; and this you muft be convinced of before you
can come to him.

5. Anentire Dependance upon his Merits alone
for Acceptance with God  Semible that you have
no Merit of your own, on which to depend ; and
fenfible alfo that Jefus is a fure Foundation, on
which you may fafely venture your eternal All, you

‘mutft caft all your Dependance and fix your entire

ruft on Him. You will 25 it were hang about

plead

e e
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‘plead his Righteoufnefs as the only Ground of your §

Acceptance with God. This is fo unnatural to a
proud f{eif-confident Sinner, that you muft be
brought véry low indeed, throughly mortified and
felf-emptied, before you will fubmit to it.

6. A chearful Subjeion to Him as your Ruler;
and a voluntary Surrender of yeurfzlves to his Ser-
vice. If you come to Him at all, it will be as poor
penitent Rebels, returning to Duty with Shame
and Sorrow, and fully determined never to depart
from it more. To embrace Chrift as a Caviour,
and yet not fubmit to Him as our Ruler; to truft
in his Righteoufnefs, and in the meam time difobey
his Authority 5 this is the greateft Abfurdity, and
utterly inconfiftent with the wife Conltitution of the
Gofpel. |

AND now, my dear younz Friends, I hope even ! |
‘your tender Minds have fome Ideas what it is to
come to Chiift.  Aad therefore, when 1 exhort
you to it, youknow whatl mean, Come then, |
come to Jefus. e little tender Lambs, come to §
the great Shepherd of Ifrael : who loves to carry

‘h as you 1n hi om. Come deep! fible §
fuch as you in his Bofom. Come deeply fenfibie § a5 the Aged, Yoo

of your Sins.  Young as you are, you have been [
guilty cf Sins beyond Number. You have fpoken
many bad Words :  you have been peevith, fullen,
_angry, obilinate, difobedient to Paients, wild,
thoughtlefs, and too full of Play. And which is §
worfe than all, you have bad Hearts. Muft the
not be very bad Hearts, that are fo little inclined to §

thitK of the great God, and love Him, who made
you a few Years agoy and who has cver fince beeng

beltowing §

- That are fo unwillin

I* are Sinners, great Si

S =2 r— .

= -

h
|

Man catches at 3
§ to Him, <« Gyye me,
| ¢ the flippery Biink

i €

fo Jesus Curist. 1r°

%)eﬁo;vmg a thoufand Bleflings upon you every
] ?y ] Muft they not be very bad Hearts, that are
o little inclined, or rather fo averfe, to Prayer., to
Reading, and to the Service of God 'in gé?;me;al?
: g to think ferioufly of G
and Eternity ? Thatbarcﬁ* ﬁl:ongll(;u;ltlycl?x‘ted(, (:d
Siny 2nd childith F pllies and Vanities ?  You car:
nqt .but know, my dear youhg Creatures that
this is your Cale ; “and therefore, believe i’t, you
nners.  Yes, tho’ your F |
are lovely, and your pretty little; Ag’tio};:;u;elro:gf
381G, vet you are very guilty Creatures. Tl);er
fore come to Jefus as Sinners. e
COMT allo fenfible of your Danger. B
while you have no Intereft i Chrift, while you do
and delight in Lis Service,

‘ ) yOU are
every Moment of falliag ints
i ‘ ’ ‘ ; 1o
The T hreatnings of the ; i

] cat the Law of God are in fyll
| F‘?l;ce alg;,uxﬂ% you. The great God is juflly angr';’l
with  you ‘#vcry Day.  The Lions of Hell ar
'gignr;g ab-outjfeekinsi: to devour you.  You have nr:
i lft cto .F.Ifavcn, and no Sccurity of the prefent
Afe. Children and Youth dic, you know, as we]
the cold Hand of Death may
Y» gay and merry as you are,
WHERE ARE YOU THEN{ Thercfore
cfus as perifhing Sinners, deeply fenfible
anger, Come tn Him, as a dr«)wninf;

Plank or Rope to fave him, Cr;:

Lord 5 I perith : Iftan, upos

/ Biink of Ruin,ready every Moment

ein: O fretch out thy Hand and faye
‘CO N
e M

elieve it,

- not love God,
in Dangg

"

)
29

feiza you, livel
and oh |

come to J
of your |)

“ to tumy!

I
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Come to him deeply fenfible of your w‘;n :u;;
Helpleffnefs. Pray, read, repent, atteg ngk,
a1l the Means of Grace; do every goc; e
“Bw Aefpair of ever faving vourfelves by t eR_ crs

¢ thele Things. Be ferfible that all your f g e
o (..cffes are but as filthy Rags : that after )(c
ﬁu . done all, you are but unproﬁtab\c Scrxt}:.i,

a‘lcdc(er‘vc no Reward at all from God. While
i?)ix are full of )(.urfcives, fc‘f-fuﬁ‘ics(e‘x;‘t .aﬂnd gr:-
1 . e you can never come to LA - o
f‘::ﬂqp;;tlrau :(j‘” miecht this Day obtain 2 juft \]fxew|
of - our \(ft and heipiefs Situation in yourfelves
< ‘ “d have no Ground for Def-

C-oe : -y WOouL : it
?-.t..'. thfi:,d:(iugh you are helplefs in youtfelves,
dis .

yet ¢¢ God hath laid H;lp for you upon One that
ook " Therefore, ' .
) ‘C\(;Trtl: t:) Jefus as an all-gloricus, ali ﬁﬁa;rzt
and wil/i'no savisur. Oh! that youldxd dm;te:;
his inﬁnilg Glory and Beauty ! Then 1 need Ip€:
You would of yourfelves gw;
ouifelves up to Him forever. Your H.c'ar.ts' \\frc{?‘x}l‘c
inftantaneoufly captivated by his iwe ‘f ol
b‘ek ‘? s. Oh! that you we:€ but fenfible of his
Lﬂfﬁmﬁ:‘im:v ! then you would no more hefitate
4 doubt whether you might venture your etcr:
it;l All into his Hands. Yoa vw;ould ;1; tf:il{{ g)::n
i that you might molt lecurc
:;m\e(}f'e: tho)ufand Souls, if you .hgd them. , (%:\“!:
that vou were fennible, hew wrllz:g :cr:e :'ou!d
you | you would no longer doubt, whether b

' ) as ¥ n you
rcceive fuch guilty Creatures as you. Cany

wer. ¢¢ Him that
v declare over and OVET
Loar Lam ecc are 9 S

no more to you.
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¢ comcth to me, I wiil in no wifecaft out; ” Can
you hear that Praver for his Murderers, from his
dying Lips, ¢ Father, forgive them, for they know
¢ not what they are doing : * nay, Can you fee
Him agonizirg on a Crofs for you, and yet quef-
fion, whether he is willing to fave you? Oh'! ifhe
be not wiiling, more than willing, why thefe af-
feftionate Aflurances and kind Invitations ? Why
this Labour and Sorrow ? Why thefe Tears, thefe
Agonies, this Expence of Bleod ¢ Beiieve it, He
is willing,He is eagerly defirous,to receive theVileft
and moft Guilty among you, if you are but willing
to come to Him. T'heiefore come to Him, as to
an all-glorious, all-fufficient, and moft wiiling
Saviour,

CoMEk to Him aifo with a full Dependance upsn
Him for Acceptance with Ged, and every Bleffing,
Truftin Him, though tle fheu!d flay vou. Ven-
ture your Ail upon Him.  Lean vpan Him, as you
are coming out of this Wildernefs. Renounce all
Dependance upon your own K'ghteoufnefs. Puild
no longer upon that Quickfand ; or you firk for-
ever. But behold, Gaod has *¢ laid in Zicn for a
¢ Foundation a Stone, a tiied Store, a precicus
¢¢ Corner-ftone, a fure Foundation; ” and here
you may fafely buiid the high [abric of your im-
mortal Hopes.

Finarry : Come to Him as to your Ruler
and Kinz. Yield youtleives willing Subj- s to his
Laws for the Future. Let cvery Thought become
a willing Captive to him. Let his Wiil be your
Ru'e. Let his Law 1egulate your Tempor and

Condudt ;
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& Conduct ; dire& you to what you fhould love and

hate, what you thould defire and avoid ; what you
fhould do and forbear.

Tuus come to Jefus Chrift, my dear young
Creatures, and he will certainly receive you into
the Arms ot his Favour; and there he will bear
you fafe throngh this World, till he lodge you for-
ever in his blefled Bofom. I know you cannot
come to thim in your own Strength @ but it is your

" Duty, and 1t isin your Power to endeavour to come

to Hm. And itis in the Ufe of your beft En-
deavours, and in that Way only, that you have
anv Reafon to expe&t the Affiftance of divine Grace
to enable you.

THEREFORE, come, come ! The Spitit of God
in this {acred Book. and in vour Confciences, and
the Bride, the Church of Chrift, fay Come; and I
tha: have heard it, and a'l the Mipilters of the
Gufpel, fay Come. ¢ And let him that is athirft
¢ for the Biefling of the Gofpel, come : and who-
¢ foever will, let him come, and take the Water
 of Life freely, Rev. xxii. 17,

Do you nsed Arguments to excite you to come ?
Then my Text will furnith you with fundry of
great Weight,

. I. Jesus was highly difpleafed with thofe that

would have kept little Children from Him. And

how much more will He be difpleafed with you,

<ome to Him without Dc!ay.'

v < -

NS——————

to JEsus Curisr, ‘. ,5

Cafe is defperate ; you commence your
ecutioners, and Hic) by your own yHand?wnhf:Ii
not ,jcfus refent it, when He fpreads his Arms to
receive you 5 and yét, you refufe to come to Him ?
And are you willing to incur the Wrath of the
Lamb? Are you willing 10 roufe Him into g Lion
to tear you to Pieces ? Are you willing to'ca{i
yourfelves out of Favour with the only Saviour
Ifyou cffend that only Friend, and turn Him ingg
an ‘.Encm.y, who can befiiend you? Muft you nog
perith without Remedy # Oh | that you would
ferioufly confider, my dear Youth, what j¢ i to
turn the blefled Jefus againft you! better the who!
Univerfe were againft you than He, =~ - ¢
2. JESUS commands athers to fuffer little Chil-
dren to come unto Him 3 and not to forbid them
And how much more does He command you ¢ I% |
others should fuffer you, then how much more
ought you to fuffer yourfelves to come to Chrift ?
Oh'! will you throw bltructions in your owp
Way ?‘ Are Parents, are Minifters, are al] around
you, obliged to fuffer you, and even encourage yoy
tocome to Chrift ¢ And are you at Liberty, do
you think, to forbid yourfelves§ Surely the Duty,
In the firft Place, lics upon you. ‘Therefore, ohy;

BuT as this Part of my Text may be applied

g With peculiar Propriety to Parents, I muft make 5
. Jport digreflive addrefs to them..---Fathers and:
1. Mothers | < fuffer your Jirtle Children to come toi
jﬁ'us, and ¢ forbid them not.”---Forbid them. not

g your own Examples, Let them not fee yon:-

 ¥iBegle® Jefus Chrift yourfclves, and going on in

if you keep yourfelves from Him, by your own
voluntary At # Let others do what they can
to hiuder you, you may go to Him in Spite of
them,  But if yourfelves continue unwilling, z:ox;g

alC
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Y 70 Jesus Curisr. 17

Sin: for this will be the greateft Hitdrance you can
caft in their Way, Yoibid them not, by dif-
couraging the Appcarances of Thoughtfulnefs, and
ferious Impicflions on their tender Minds.---For-
bid them not, by flattering them with falfe Hopes,
and healing their Wound fightly, fpeaking Peace
to them without good Resfon 5 but endeavour to
make them fenfib’e o f thar Sinfu'nefs and Danger,
and their extieme N ed of a &aviour; of the Dif-
ficulty of Convarliun, 2od u Courfe of i@ Reli-
gion : in fhort, let tham know the Truth of their
Cale,

I ToLD you before, that this Prohibition, ¢ for-
bid them not,” implies an Injun&@ion pofitively to
cncourage and aflitt them in coming to Chrift.
1'heretore. Parents, do all you can by Inftru&ion,
by Ixample, by Praver to God, and by every
nl:ans 1o your Power, to bring your dear Chil-
dien to Chnit. RememUer He huth laid his Com-
nands upon you: and dare you dilobey, cfpecial-
ly, when the fame Duty is inforced upon you by
the ftrongeft Tics of Nature ?

3ut [ return to you, my young kriends, to
vae Service I have devoted this Hour. And
my loft Motive to youderived from the Text is,

3. ¢ Of fuch is the Kincdom of Heaven.”
This, I told you, muy be taken in two Senfes ;
and in pboth it may be a {trong Inducement to you
to come to Chrift.

Ir the Meaning be, that the Church of God
Confifts of Perfons, who in Temper and Difpofi-

refle how much you are obliged to come to Chrift,
tha!t the amiable Qualities you have, may be
nithed and cdmplear. You already have many
lovely I’)lfp.oﬁrions, and even a Stranger might fea
many ‘Things in you that might engage his
Heart. Even a Siint muft refemble you in fome
things, and be as a little Child, as a Preparative
for Heaven. But alas! you want ore Thing ;
and that is, inward Holinefs, And without thtis:
all your amiable Qualities are utterly deficient,
and leave you guilty, vile, loathfome Creatures,
in the Sight of God. Without this, you are
really but gilded Maffes of Corruption and Defor-
mity.  But fhould you come to Jefus, He would
put his Comelinels upen you. e would make
you all-glorious within : He would compleat your
{ Charaller, and render you all excellent throughout.

But alas | if you come not to Him, the agreeable
Quualities you have, wiil gradually decay, and you
will at length degenerate into downright unmingled
Wickednefs. When you fink into the infernal Re-
glons, you will contradt the very Genius and Tem-
per of a Devil; all the Remains of Virtue,2nd whazt-
ever of the Image of God you may have retained

nce the Fall, will drop from you.” ¢ thus, from

im that hath not, fall be taken away even that
which he hath,”

~ But if we confider this Reafon, < for of fuch
“ is the Kinedom of Fles <1« ” 25 fienifvine.

Sngdom of Blez oo ;7 a fignifying, that

. ‘ ‘ er the Gofy-+*Chareh upon Earth, and even the

tiwa releable Ntle Clildien, then it is natural to § heavenly Church, #6-fifls of little Children, as well

reflect' g as Adults, then oim: . oreat Inducement thay this

» " . he
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be to you, to labour to be of their happy Number ?

Why thould not you enter inio the Kingdom of

Heaven, as we
»

und fome good Thi t
the Lord God of Ifrael,”’ evep ;gn the wiclll:cgd Ig :x”r:rn?;

of Jereboam. There are eremi

']I3‘apti{f,. who were fan&iﬁreziet?rl;; 2:’1]1 ]&};gnfn}l;e
ho:w;res cl:ip':::::lclsmhyzr \l:fho from a Child knew the
he . ere are '
\reatures, who juft flayed long c?::g;nj Son()fl:: lm}:c
to !mow themfelves, and their God anlc)i Sav::lrt !
and to havc' their depraved Nature changed IZUTC;
;he‘n they winged their willing Flight to %kav:l
t1s not to my prefent Purpofe to enquire into
the future State of thofe that die in Infanci- b Ifmo
they are capable of Reafon. Byt a5 ¢o tl{é , Ofc'
l\;t:;o die u:1 their earlier Days, when Reafor:n ;:s

an to dawn, they are ¢
Agents, and rewardec{ accordi‘:)?fgrtcl:iciraévg;:a}

L'f?pe’ that fundry
ife, are eff;
})rcparcd for a happy Eternity. I have myﬁf::léfiuf:lln‘
ome promifing Appearances of fuch early Piety.;
various Places.” And O'1 when thall o barny
as t’c:j fee m:nyy fuch Appearances anio
wdren and Youth in my Congregar '
;hou}d not young Sinners comge tgo 18;1::'0 ‘fyhy
Ianover, as well as other Places ? of you
F.itelly heard ftom the Lips of :
calous Preacher, the R . My Rojer
linifter in Lunel’;fwurg, Vier;in%:: A hie e

dnifter in L 4n his Con-
CTgMon naar twenty Youtlsy fefe cf them zgt

above

ng the d

I'be fo happy §
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above nine or twelve Years old, were under very
promifing Impreflions of Religion, and earneftly
prefling into the Kingdom of God. And are not
young Sinners among xs, as much concerned to
come to Jefus, as in Lunenburg? Is Sin only 2
local Evil 2 Or is Jefus only a Jocal Saviour ?
I mean, is not Sin as pernicious an Evil, and is not
Jefus s needful and as amiablc a Saviour, in one
Place as another ? O ! my dear Youth, fhall other
Minifters have the Pleafure of leading the tender
Lambs of their Flocks to Jefus; while your poor
Minifler is left to weep over you, as the willing
Prey of Sin and Satan? Shall Heaven be peopled
with young Immortals from other Places, while
) the Youth among us are crowding the flippery
¢ down-hill Road to Ruin ? O! who can bear the
Thought ! O'! that you would fuffer me this Day

Y'F to fnatch you as Brands out of the Burning, befure

you catch Fire, and blaze unquenchably !

- I HAVE another Inducement of this Kind to
communicate to you, which is indeed the beft
Fiece of News I have heard this long Time. It
is in a Letter I received two Days ago from one
of the beft of Men, and my favourite Friend in
Penfylvania; I mean the Reverend Mr. Samuel
Finley, Tutor of a2 large Academy, ( where fome
«Anith their Education,and others prepare themfelve,
far the College) and one of the Trufteesof NAssAU-
HALL, or New- Jerfey College, tho’ refiding above a
hundred Miles from it: And I cannot communicate
it to Poa with more emphatical Concifenefs and
Simpligity, thas in kis own Words. His Letter
is an An{wer to 'ohe of mine; in which I had fent
him fume Account 1 lately received froim my
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Britifh Correipondents, of a remarkable Revival of
Religion in Lngland, efpecially among the Clergy
of the Eftablifhed Church. He proceeds thus; ---
“¢ I thank you for the Extra&s from your Englifh
¢ Letter, &c. They raifed my heavy Heart a
< little while ; and furnithed Materials for Con-
verlation. I greatly rejoice, that our Lord Jefus
hath put in my Power to muke you a larae Com-

¢ penfation for the good News youfent me.
(19

~

{ 99

{ 49

Ican
hewvou greater Things than even thofe, as
v appear to me more unexampled and far-
srienre Gad by done oreat Things for us,
©checeot we wre ciade by this Time vou ftand
Ao bipotee o aiinever what thete ¢lonious Tid-

€. 1oy~ thare.l
., 0 sl

1
N
*
14

- the Stucents at our Collcge, (1. e. the Col-
ledye of I\c\‘.’-Jc:fcy) not one, of all who were

Linty. Fhe whole Houfe, fay my Correfpon-
denit . was a Badrm, (2 Place of weeping. )

fays, he never faw any in that Cafe, who had
more cieir Views of God, Thenfelves, their
Detets, their Impatence and Mifery, than they
had 1n geiaeral---that there never was, he be-
lieves, 1 one Hovio, more senuine S
« Sin, and longip:

tor Jefus---that this glorious
(31

Work wzs i1dusl, and fpread like the jncresf-
ing Ligree o0 Voring ; that is, was not beoun
¢ by the ordinary Means of Preaching, ncr ;ro-
“ moted by alirming Methods ;. yet fp"ﬂ?:at was
¢ heir Diliefs, thai he julged it imprbper to
“afeany A-gumerts of Terior jn Publs, Teit Gme

€<

b

: Why, 26 leds than that cur gracious
, . av - - - r
Redeemicr Las poured out his hely Spirit upon

coledle | - ‘
vrefont, neglected 3 and thev were in Number

Y o, . } ; ~ -1
Mo Wikiam “Tennant, who was cn the Spot,

Sorrow for .}

fo Jesus CHRIST. 2°
fhould fink under the Weight---that what makes
the gracious Vifitation the more remarkable was,
that a little before fome of the Youth had given
a greates Loofe to theirCorruptions thar was or-
dinary among them : a Spitit of Pride and Con-
tention prevailing, to the great Grief and cven
Difcouragement, of the worthy Piefident---that
there were no pubiic Qutcries, but a decorous filent
¢ S lemnitv---that before he came away, feveral
¢ had received fomcshing like the Spirit of Adop-
¢ tion, being tenderly sffeted with 2 Senfe of re-
¢ deeming Love, and thereby ditpofed and deter-
mincd te endeaveur after univerfal Holinefs.”
Mr. Treat and Mr. (5. Tennant tell me in
theirs thut the Ccencern appeared rational, {ohd,
and fcriptural, and that in a remaikable Degree.
[ was informed by fome of the Students, who had
been my Puplis, that this religious Concern fuit
began with the Son of a very confiderable Gentle-
man of New-York., The Yourh was dangerouf-
ly fick in College ; and on that Occafion awakened
to a Senfe ot his Guilt :  his Difcourfe made fome
Impreffion on a few others : and theirs again on
mote ; f{o that it became almoft general, before
the good Prefident, or any others, knew any thing
ofit.  As foon as it became Public, Mifreprefenta-

Ll

tions were fpread abroad, and fome few Gentlemen
fent to Lring their Sons Home: but upon better
Information, the moft were fent back again.  The
wicked Companions of -fome young (entiemen
left no Methods untiied to recover them to their
forincr Excefs of Riot ; and with two or three they

hav > been lamentably {cccefsful,
M.

¢
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¢
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.&. The Work muft not begin, till a fick Boy
.omes the Inftrument. This makes the Finger
50d more confpicuous, and fhews that the
.xcellency of the Power is his.” Oh! ifhe
Jd but pleafe to peur out his Spirit upon us,
d and dead as -wve are, we fhould {oon relent
revive.---Blefled Spirit ! defcend into this
ey of ¢ dry Bones, Breath on thefe Slain, that
ey may live.”
ik agreeable Piece of Hiftory 1 have com-
ated to you opens to us a very encouras’:wg
% wirh regard to Doiterity, and the Churches
sral.  a-om the College of New- Jerfey, you
rnany Scorzs of Congregations, expect Supplies.
n I and my Brethsen, who are now a&ting cur
: upon the Stage of Life, have made our %xit,
are filent forgotten in the Duft. And
n ¢ the Flintain is purified,” we have Rea-
» hope, that ¢ pure’ Streams” will iflue fron
2, to water the Garden of God, O let us be
+kful for fo important and extenfive a Bleffing.
38D now, p.y dear Youth, I am juft ahout
aling Leave of you : and therefore, I want you
o come to fome Determination. You :re the
) -cd of the Church: and to you we lovk for the
3 4% 'rc(crvation of Religion in this Piace, when its

B cfent Supports are broken, and mouldred into
Ut Oh! how vain are all my Endeavours .'

Juft. The World is arrived to an intole;}ble
: ‘bt of Wickednefs : and we long to fee Mat-
while God withholds the Influgigos of his Spirit ? 4 B3 ‘:“s'%m‘éfa e Turn. To Jou w e
The Students in the Colegiiow Jorfey had ¥, B leflcd Revolution. For as to Veteran Sinners,’
heard many maﬂ'er!y,"fk T T 1 pawnt Dif-. "1 hey arc 6 s---ftomed to do Evi, that there is
courfes from their worthy Prefide g8 many that ictle more Profpect of their Riforration, than o,
‘preachgdpccafionally to them : bitall this had no . the Aithiopian’s changing b §.in, or the Ler
L TR » . A
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. M:, DufReld, a worthy young' Minifter, ine
formed me the other Day, that a very hopeful re-
ligious Concern fpread through the Jerfey’s, efpe- -
cizlly among young People. In feveral Letters -

a'

from Philadelphia, from Mr. G. Tennant, #nd
others, I have aflurance of a Revival there, for . &
which good People are blefliig God.” Lawyer
Stockton informs me, that he is certified by good
Authority, of a gracious Work of (od at Yale-
College in New-Haven.
‘““ SAY now, my dear Brother, are not thefe 4
““ glorivus Things? Are they not beyond Ex- 7
¢ pectation ? Can you believe for Joy ? Is it true .
¢¢ that the Lord hath thus appeared 2 Or isit only : é
« apleafing Dream ? L. is true ! itis a Reality !” v
Bound, cvery Heart 5 and enery Bofom burn !
THis is the joyful News, my Brethren, which
R bad to commiunicate to you : and I hope I re- |
ceived it in Seafon, as a proper Supplement to this
Difcourfe. Shall this excite you to Emulation? JH§
You fee Religion is not the Concern of the Old, - ‘3§
or the Ignorant, or the Poor only. Here wer= young 1
Creatures,---Scholars, in_a College where Learn- !
JAng is carried to as great PerfeGtion already, as any »
- where in America.---Scholars, the Sons of Gentle-
men of Note and Fortune;---here thefe were mad
to mourn for Sin, and cry and long for Jefus. Al
wl'g will not you make this your Concern ? |
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¢ pard his Spots.” Ycu are now in your tenc
forming Age, moﬁl kely:to receive vrod Imy ¢
ons. And now is the Lime when (3od is we
difplay his Grace in coneert’ g Sinniw YO(!
Sinners are the Mate..  * :esncialiy vas upe
Your Life is very uncertain, ant ¥ vou do nnt i
make Relizing your: Iuh“,.a, wm;o": Delay. a.
you muy tc 1 Eterpity, you mar be in Hel!
ever you are aware. What a Gisup of ft:i
Arguments is hece ? And O thaM nonc of .
Jhave any Weight u~ayou? 4N
, Let me now cosclude withp vor o
,R aeft, ta my young ifends , . &lthue .,
as doorr xs%cu get Home thi, Evair = cou w
‘Qby ycurfelves, though it ware but,oi a Q.
o an Hour, and feri uﬂ  thick -over wh you b
beaid, and” pray to (Ju.. ta blef@ ¢ .ou.
Children .and ¥Youth, ?’our aftcctionate N iv
makes this I’ctm_c, 10 y0n; and were it nece
he would prefont.it upon i ¥ o 4o the me.
of you : Spe httlc Time th.s ,.A'cnlng in P.,
er, in exantining whether cver you have cerie
Chiift 6r not, ard in meditating upon the (-Jﬂfh'
tion of voue Sowk. € you refufe a chveit
reafurablz, amd lo intesclling to yourlelves ? If you
are hardy enovgh to do it, I fhall only wam you
in the fatherly Language of Solomon.  You ““w
¢ mourn 2t the lafty, and fay, HHlow have I hatcu
Inftru€icn, and. rhy Heast. defpifed Repraoi :
¢ and have yot cbeyed the Vioted of iy Tvacne’r

¢ noi u clintd riine Ear- 0 them thas t::ﬁ'w&
“ me.”
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