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To the RIGHT H O)NOURABLRE the

E ARL o HALTITF 4 X

Firft Lorp COMMISSIONER of

TRADE and PLANTATIONS
And one of the LORDS of

H I S MAJES"T.Ys

Moft HONOURABLE

My Lorp,

S the following Pages contain the Genuiné Sertiments

of alleart full of Zeal for the Honour of bis Majefly

]xmg GEeoxge, a juft Indignaton againft a bafe,

cowardly Neglecl, to defehd t/ye civil and religious Liberties of
Britith America, they eannot be unacceptable to your Lordbip.

This Difcour/ baving a direi? Tendency to raife a inoble
Spirit among tbc Inbabitants of the Weftern World, whofe
Territories bave been firft infidsoufly curtailed, and then openiy
attacked by the perfidious and reftlefs Diffurber of the Peace,
both of Europe and Amwerica; the - Circulating thereof muft
meceffarily be a Matter of no fmall Importance.

Here Courage 15 fet upon its proper Bafis, which will pro-
duce more folid, ficady and perfevering Vigour, than ary
Methods that are or can be taken, merely to inflame the
Peffions, for tkat is only to intoxicate Men with Koge, and
temporary Phreify.

The



"REDICATION,.

T 5e Autbor’s Friendfpip  fent the Masufcript crofs tbc
Adlantick 10 my Hands ; and baving. readit, I thought it

‘would be mmmal to conteal Juch genarons Principles, -and
powerful Mbotives to bis Majefty’s Service, from the Publick,
either in England or America.

And foould You, my Lord, think fit to introduce this
American Compofition te His Majefly’s View, mufp it not
give Him a real Satisfaltion, to fee the grateful Appreben-
Soon the Inbabitants of that Country have of His paternal
Care, and that there is among them a Spirit of undiffembled
Loyalty to His Perfon, and moft ardent Zeal in His Service,
not altogether unwortby of His Royal Regard?

Your Lordfbip’s juft Senfe of the- Utzlztj and - Impertance
of the Britith Colonies i America, and conftant Watch-
Juinofs over them, as myfelf and all otbers tha  bave Connec-
tioms. there, know -, bave gain’'d You, Sir, the univerfal Eficem
of the Inbabilants of ‘that exténfive and now populous Conti-
nenst.

Permit me then, with the moft profound Refpe&, to deds-
cate to your Lordfbip, what I apprebend is fo well calculated
to promote His Majefly’s Service, and the vigorous Defence
of His Dominions in general : And if [preading thefe Senti-
menis in the. Couniry which gave tbem Birth, fheutd bave
that bappy Effesd, I foall eficem it an addivional Homour ta
dbat of being perm'tted to fubfcribe myfelf,

Your LorpsHIP’s
‘Mot devoted,
afxiObédient,

Humble Servant,

DENNYS pe BERDT.
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Curfed be be that doth the Work - f the Lord deceitfully,
and curfed be be that ke pet/) back bis Sword ﬁom
Bloed.

Peace, than to fee univerfal Harmony and Bene-
| volence prevail among his Creatures ; and He
has laid them under the ftrongeft Obligations to culfivate
a pacific Temper towards one “another, both as Individuals,
and as Nations. Folleww Peace with all Men, is one of the
principal Precepts of our holy Religion. And the great
Prince of Peace has folemnly pronounced, Bleffed are the
Peace-makers.

But when, in this corrupt difordered State of Things,
where the Lufts of Men are perpetually embroiling the
World with Wars and Fightings, and throwing all into
Confufion; when Ambition and Avarice would rob us of
our Property, for which we have toiled, and on which we
fubfift ; when they would enflave the free-born Mind, and
compel us meanly to cringe to Ufurpation and arbxtrary
Power ; when they would tear from our eager Grafp the
moft valuable Blefling of Heaven, I mean our RELIGION;
when they invade our Country, formerly the Region of
Tranquillity, ravage sur Frontiers, butcher our Fellow-
Subjects, or confine them in a barbarous Captivity in the
Dens ot Savages; when our eartbly All is réady to he
feized by rapacious Hands, and even our Eternal All is in
Danger by the Lofs of our Religion: when this is the Cafe,
what is then the Will of God? Muft Peace then be main-
tained ? maintained with our perfidious and cruel Invaders?

A ma:n-

NOTIIING can be more agreeable to the God of
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maintained at the Expence of Property, Liberty, Life, and
every Thing dear and valuable ¢ maiucained, when it is in
our Power to vindicate our Right, ana do ourfelves Juftice?
Is the Work ot Pcace then our only Bufineis ? Noj in fuch
aTime even the God ot f'cace proclaims by his Providence,
TO ARMS! Thien the Sword is, as it were, confecrated to
God; and the Art of W ar becomes a Part ot our Religion,
Then happy is he that thall reward our Enemies as they have
ferved us. *  Bieifed is the brave Soldier ; blefied is the
BPetender of his Country, and the Deftroyer of its Enemies.
Bleflzd are they who oifer. themiclves willingly in this
Service, and who fajthfuily dif-harge it.  But on the other
Hand, Curfedis be that doib the W ork of the Lord deceitfully;
and curfed is be that kecpeth back bis Swerd from Blood.

As to the original Reference and Mieaning of thefe
Words, it is fufficient to my Purpole to oblerve, That the
Moabites, againft whoin this Prophecy was immediately
denounced, were a troubleforae and réftlets Nation in the
Neighbourhood of the Fews, who, tho’ often fubdued by
them, as [rance has been by England, yet uponevery Oc-
cafion ftrugglsd to recover thewr Pover, and renewed their
Hoftili:es. By this, and various other Steps, they were
arrived to the higheft Pitch of national Guilt, and ripe for
Execution. Thé Balylonians were commiffioned for this
Work of Vengeance; and they were bound to execute the
Commiilion taithfully, under the Penalty of a Curfe. To
them this Denunciation was immediately direéted, Cur/fed
be be that doih the Work of "the Lord deceitfully, or negli-
gently 5 and curfed be be that keepeth back bis Sword from
Blood.® This is expreffed in the Form of an Imprecation,
or an authoritative Denunciation of a Curfe: And in this
Form it might be ufed, confiftently with Benevolence, by a
. Prophet fpeaking as the Mouth of God.  But this is not a
Pattera for our Imitation, who are peculiarly oblized under
taz Golpel, to Blefs, ard curfe not, and to pray for all Men.
However, it may be pronounced even by our Lips as a
D:claration of the rightzous Curf: of Ged againft a da-
flardly Retufal to engagze in War, when it is our Duty ; o1

* Pja’ cxxxvii. 8. a
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’
a deceitful negligent Difcharge of that Duty, after we have

engaged init.  Thele are the Crimes that icem intended in
my iext; and agami’c each of thefe the tremendous Curfe
of Jerovar isftill in full Force in all Ages, even under
the mild and gente Dupentation or the Goipel. Cowardice
and Treachery are now as execrable as ever.

Cuifed be be that kecpeth back kis Sword from Blocd. ---
This enunciation, like the Artillery of Ieaven, is leveled
aganft the mean, ineaking Coward, who, when God, in
the Courde of his ’rovi.ence, calls him to Arms, refufes
to obey, and confults his own Eafe and Safety, more than
his Duty to God and his Country.

Cur/fed be be that doth the Work of the Lord decestfully.-—
This feems to be leveled againft another Species of Cowards;
{ly, hypocritical Cowards, who undertake the Work of the
Lord, that is, take up Arms ; but they do che Work of
the Lord deceitfully, th:tis, they do not taithfully ufe their
Arms tor the Purpoies they were taken up. They com-
menc e Soldiers, not that they may ferve their Country, and
do their Duty to God, but that they may live in Eafe,
Idlenefs and Pleafure, and enrich themfelves at the public
Expence. Curfed is be that doth the Work of the Lord
deceitfully. and ferves himfelf under Pretence of ferving
his Country.

" You, Gentlemen and others, whom I this Day behold
with peculiar Pleafure, engaged in the Caufe of your
nt:gle&cd Country, and who have done me the Honour of
inviting me to this Service; a Service which Iam furel
fhould pertorm to your Satistaction, if my Preparations and
Abiiities were proportioned to my Benevolence for you,
and my Concern for your Succefs : You are peculiarly inte-
refted in the Remarks I have made upon the Text. And
that I may contrbute all in my Power both to increafe
your Number, and direét you to a proper Conduét in the
honourable Charaéter vou fuftain, I fhall lay before you a
brietf View of the prefent ercumﬂanccs of our Country,
from which it will appear, that the War in which we are
engaged is a Duty, or THr Work or 1HE LorpD;

and
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and confequently, that we are all obliged, according to
our refpective Characters, to carry &t on with Vigous,
under Penalty of falling under the Curfe ot God. And
then I fhal! thew you what is the deceitful Performance of’
the Lord’s Work, or unifeafonably keeping baek of the
Sword from Blood, which expoles to the Curte.

I. I am to lay before you a brief View of the prefent
Circumftances of our Country, which render the War
in which we are engaged the Work ot the Lord, which
confecrate Swords a< Inftruments of Righteoufefs; and
call us to the dreadful but important Duty of fhedding of
human Blood, upon Penalty of falling under the tremen-.
dous Curfe of God.

Need 1 inform you what Barbarities and Depredations
a mengrel Race of Indian Savages and French Papifts
have perpetrated upon cur Frontiers ? How many deferted
or demolithed Houwfas and Plantatons ! How wide an
Extent of Country abandoned! How many poor Families
ebliged to fly in Confternation, and leave their X1l behind
thkem! What Breaches and Separations betwcen the neareft
Relations ! What painful Ruptures of Heart from Heart !
What -thecking Difperfions of thofe once united by the
ftrongeft and moft endearing Ties! Some lie'dead, man-
gled with favage Wounds, confumed to Afhes with out-
ragepus Flames, or torn and devoured by the Beafts of
the Wildernefs, while their Bones lie whitening in the
Sun, and ferve as tragical Memorials of the fatal Spot
where they fell.  Gthers have been dragged away Captives,
and made the Slaves of impertous and cruel Savages.
Others have made their Efcape, and live to lament their
butchered or captivated Friends and Relations.  In fhor,
our Frontiers have: been drenched with the Blood of our
Fellow-Subjects, through the Length of a thoufand Miles;
and new Wounds are 1till opening.  We, in thefe injand
Parts of the Country, are as yet unmolefied, threugh the
immerited Mercy of [Heaven.  Butlett: glance a Thoughe
to the Weftern Extrenmizies of our Bedy Politick ; and

what






