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To the RIGHT H O)NOURABLRE the

E ARL o HALTITF 4 X

Firft Lorp COMMISSIONER of

TRADE and PLANTATIONS
And one of the LORDS of

H I S MAJES"T.Ys

Moft HONOURABLE

My Lorp,

S the following Pages contain the Genuiné Sertiments

of alleart full of Zeal for the Honour of bis Majefly

]xmg GEeoxge, a juft Indignaton againft a bafe,

cowardly Neglecl, to defehd t/ye civil and religious Liberties of
Britith America, they eannot be unacceptable to your Lordbip.

This Difcour/ baving a direi? Tendency to raife a inoble
Spirit among tbc Inbabitants of the Weftern World, whofe
Territories bave been firft infidsoufly curtailed, and then openiy
attacked by the perfidious and reftlefs Diffurber of the Peace,
both of Europe and Amwerica; the - Circulating thereof muft
meceffarily be a Matter of no fmall Importance.

Here Courage 15 fet upon its proper Bafis, which will pro-
duce more folid, ficady and perfevering Vigour, than ary
Methods that are or can be taken, merely to inflame the
Peffions, for tkat is only to intoxicate Men with Koge, and
temporary Phreify.

The



"REDICATION,.

T 5e Autbor’s Friendfpip  fent the Masufcript crofs tbc
Adlantick 10 my Hands ; and baving. readit, I thought it

‘would be mmmal to conteal Juch genarons Principles, -and
powerful Mbotives to bis Majefty’s Service, from the Publick,
either in England or America.

And foould You, my Lord, think fit to introduce this
American Compofition te His Majefly’s View, mufp it not
give Him a real Satisfaltion, to fee the grateful Appreben-
Soon the Inbabitants of that Country have of His paternal
Care, and that there is among them a Spirit of undiffembled
Loyalty to His Perfon, and moft ardent Zeal in His Service,
not altogether unwortby of His Royal Regard?

Your Lordfbip’s juft Senfe of the- Utzlztj and - Impertance
of the Britith Colonies i America, and conftant Watch-
Juinofs over them, as myfelf and all otbers tha  bave Connec-
tioms. there, know -, bave gain’'d You, Sir, the univerfal Eficem
of the Inbabilants of ‘that exténfive and now populous Conti-
nenst.

Permit me then, with the moft profound Refpe&, to deds-
cate to your Lordfbip, what I apprebend is fo well calculated
to promote His Majefly’s Service, and the vigorous Defence
of His Dominions in general : And if [preading thefe Senti-
menis in the. Couniry which gave tbem Birth, fheutd bave
that bappy Effesd, I foall eficem it an addivional Homour ta
dbat of being perm'tted to fubfcribe myfelf,

Your LorpsHIP’s
‘Mot devoted,
afxiObédient,

Humble Servant,

DENNYS pe BERDT.
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Curfed be be that doth the Work - f the Lord deceitfully,
and curfed be be that ke pet/) back bis Sword ﬁom
Bloed.

Peace, than to fee univerfal Harmony and Bene-
| volence prevail among his Creatures ; and He
has laid them under the ftrongeft Obligations to culfivate
a pacific Temper towards one “another, both as Individuals,
and as Nations. Folleww Peace with all Men, is one of the
principal Precepts of our holy Religion. And the great
Prince of Peace has folemnly pronounced, Bleffed are the
Peace-makers.

But when, in this corrupt difordered State of Things,
where the Lufts of Men are perpetually embroiling the
World with Wars and Fightings, and throwing all into
Confufion; when Ambition and Avarice would rob us of
our Property, for which we have toiled, and on which we
fubfift ; when they would enflave the free-born Mind, and
compel us meanly to cringe to Ufurpation and arbxtrary
Power ; when they would tear from our eager Grafp the
moft valuable Blefling of Heaven, I mean our RELIGION;
when they invade our Country, formerly the Region of
Tranquillity, ravage sur Frontiers, butcher our Fellow-
Subjects, or confine them in a barbarous Captivity in the
Dens ot Savages; when our eartbly All is réady to he
feized by rapacious Hands, and even our Eternal All is in
Danger by the Lofs of our Religion: when this is the Cafe,
what is then the Will of God? Muft Peace then be main-
tained ? maintained with our perfidious and cruel Invaders?

A ma:n-

NOTIIING can be more agreeable to the God of
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maintained at the Expence of Property, Liberty, Life, and
every Thing dear and valuable ¢ maiucained, when it is in
our Power to vindicate our Right, ana do ourfelves Juftice?
Is the Work ot Pcace then our only Bufineis ? Noj in fuch
aTime even the God ot f'cace proclaims by his Providence,
TO ARMS! Thien the Sword is, as it were, confecrated to
God; and the Art of W ar becomes a Part ot our Religion,
Then happy is he that thall reward our Enemies as they have
ferved us. *  Bieifed is the brave Soldier ; blefied is the
BPetender of his Country, and the Deftroyer of its Enemies.
Bleflzd are they who oifer. themiclves willingly in this
Service, and who fajthfuily dif-harge it.  But on the other
Hand, Curfedis be that doib the W ork of the Lord deceitfully;
and curfed is be that kecpeth back bis Swerd from Blood.

As to the original Reference and Mieaning of thefe
Words, it is fufficient to my Purpole to oblerve, That the
Moabites, againft whoin this Prophecy was immediately
denounced, were a troubleforae and réftlets Nation in the
Neighbourhood of the Fews, who, tho’ often fubdued by
them, as [rance has been by England, yet uponevery Oc-
cafion ftrugglsd to recover thewr Pover, and renewed their
Hoftili:es. By this, and various other Steps, they were
arrived to the higheft Pitch of national Guilt, and ripe for
Execution. Thé Balylonians were commiffioned for this
Work of Vengeance; and they were bound to execute the
Commiilion taithfully, under the Penalty of a Curfe. To
them this Denunciation was immediately direéted, Cur/fed
be be that doih the Work of "the Lord deceitfully, or negli-
gently 5 and curfed be be that keepeth back bis Sword from
Blood.® This is expreffed in the Form of an Imprecation,
or an authoritative Denunciation of a Curfe: And in this
Form it might be ufed, confiftently with Benevolence, by a
. Prophet fpeaking as the Mouth of God.  But this is not a
Pattera for our Imitation, who are peculiarly oblized under
taz Golpel, to Blefs, ard curfe not, and to pray for all Men.
However, it may be pronounced even by our Lips as a
D:claration of the rightzous Curf: of Ged againft a da-
flardly Retufal to engagze in War, when it is our Duty ; o1

* Pja’ cxxxvii. 8. a
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’
a deceitful negligent Difcharge of that Duty, after we have

engaged init.  Thele are the Crimes that icem intended in
my iext; and agami’c each of thefe the tremendous Curfe
of Jerovar isftill in full Force in all Ages, even under
the mild and gente Dupentation or the Goipel. Cowardice
and Treachery are now as execrable as ever.

Cuifed be be that kecpeth back kis Sword from Blocd. ---
This enunciation, like the Artillery of Ieaven, is leveled
aganft the mean, ineaking Coward, who, when God, in
the Courde of his ’rovi.ence, calls him to Arms, refufes
to obey, and confults his own Eafe and Safety, more than
his Duty to God and his Country.

Cur/fed be be that doth the Work of the Lord decestfully.-—
This feems to be leveled againft another Species of Cowards;
{ly, hypocritical Cowards, who undertake the Work of the
Lord, that is, take up Arms ; but they do che Work of
the Lord deceitfully, th:tis, they do not taithfully ufe their
Arms tor the Purpoies they were taken up. They com-
menc e Soldiers, not that they may ferve their Country, and
do their Duty to God, but that they may live in Eafe,
Idlenefs and Pleafure, and enrich themfelves at the public
Expence. Curfed is be that doth the Work of the Lord
deceitfully. and ferves himfelf under Pretence of ferving
his Country.

" You, Gentlemen and others, whom I this Day behold
with peculiar Pleafure, engaged in the Caufe of your
nt:gle&cd Country, and who have done me the Honour of
inviting me to this Service; a Service which Iam furel
fhould pertorm to your Satistaction, if my Preparations and
Abiiities were proportioned to my Benevolence for you,
and my Concern for your Succefs : You are peculiarly inte-
refted in the Remarks I have made upon the Text. And
that I may contrbute all in my Power both to increafe
your Number, and direét you to a proper Conduét in the
honourable Charaéter vou fuftain, I fhall lay before you a
brietf View of the prefent ercumﬂanccs of our Country,
from which it will appear, that the War in which we are
engaged is a Duty, or THr Work or 1HE LorpD;

and
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and confequently, that we are all obliged, according to
our refpective Characters, to carry &t on with Vigous,
under Penalty of falling under the Curfe ot God. And
then I fhal! thew you what is the deceitful Performance of’
the Lord’s Work, or unifeafonably keeping baek of the
Sword from Blood, which expoles to the Curte.

I. I am to lay before you a brief View of the prefent
Circumftances of our Country, which render the War
in which we are engaged the Work ot the Lord, which
confecrate Swords a< Inftruments of Righteoufefs; and
call us to the dreadful but important Duty of fhedding of
human Blood, upon Penalty of falling under the tremen-.
dous Curfe of God.

Need 1 inform you what Barbarities and Depredations
a mengrel Race of Indian Savages and French Papifts
have perpetrated upon cur Frontiers ? How many deferted
or demolithed Houwfas and Plantatons ! How wide an
Extent of Country abandoned! How many poor Families
ebliged to fly in Confternation, and leave their X1l behind
thkem! What Breaches and Separations betwcen the neareft
Relations ! What painful Ruptures of Heart from Heart !
What -thecking Difperfions of thofe once united by the
ftrongeft and moft endearing Ties! Some lie'dead, man-
gled with favage Wounds, confumed to Afhes with out-
ragepus Flames, or torn and devoured by the Beafts of
the Wildernefs, while their Bones lie whitening in the
Sun, and ferve as tragical Memorials of the fatal Spot
where they fell.  Gthers have been dragged away Captives,
and made the Slaves of impertous and cruel Savages.
Others have made their Efcape, and live to lament their
butchered or captivated Friends and Relations.  In fhor,
our Frontiers have: been drenched with the Blood of our
Fellow-Subjects, through the Length of a thoufand Miles;
and new Wounds are 1till opening.  We, in thefe injand
Parts of the Country, are as yet unmolefied, threugh the
immerited Mercy of [Heaven.  Butlett: glance a Thoughe
to the Weftern Extrenmizies of our Bedy Politick ; and

what
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what melancholy Scenes open to our View ! Now, perhaps,
whiie I am fpeaking ; now, while you are fecure and un-
molefted, our Fellow-Subje@s there may be feeling the
Calamities I am acferibing.  Now, perhaps, the fsvagc
Snouts and Whoops of Indians, and the Screams .and
Groans of fome butchered Family, may be mingling their
Horrors, and circulating “their horrendous Echoes thro’
the Wildernefs of Rocks and Mountains. Now, perhaps
fome tender delicate Creature may .be fuffering an invo-
ntary Prottitution to favage Luft ; and perhaps debauched
and murdered by the fam, Hand. Now, perhaps, fome
miferable Briton or Virginian may be pafling through a
tedious Procefs of Kxperiments in the inferna! Art of
Lorture. Now fome helplefs Children may be torn from
the Arms of their murdcred Parents, and rlragged -away
weeping and wringing their Hands, to receive their-¥du-
cation among Barbarzans, and to be formed upon the
Model of a terocious Indian Soul.
- And will thefe Violences ceafe without a vigorous and
rithely Refiftance from us? Can Indian Revenge. and
Lhirtt for Blood be glitted? or can French Ambition
and Avarice be faustizd? No, we have no Method left,
but t> repel Force with Force, and give them Blood to
drink in heir Turn, who have drunk ours. If we fi: ftill
and do nothing, or content curfelves, as alas! we have
hitherto, with feeble dilatory Efforts, we may expect thefe
Barbarities will not only continue, but that the Indians,
headed by the French, thofe eternal Enemies of Peace,
Liberty and Britons, will carry their Inroads ftill farther
into the Country, and rcacheven te us. By the Defereion
of our remote Scrtlements, the Frontiers are approaching
‘every Day nearer and nearer to us: And if we cannot
ftand our Ground now, when we have above an hundred
Miies of a thick-fettled Country between us and the
Enciny, muchlefs fhall we be able, when our Strength is
weakened by {o vaft a Lofs of Mer, Arms and Riches,
and we lie expofsd to their immediate Incurfiens. Some
cry, ¢ Let the . fnemy come down to us, and then we
' B - swill
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« will fight them.” lut this is the trifling Excufe of
Cowardice or Securit 7, 2nd not the Lang uagc of Prudence
and rortitude.  Thofe who make this Plea, if the Enemy
fhould take them at their Word, and make them fo near a -
Vifit, weuld be as forward in Flight, as they are now
backward to take up Arms,

Such, my Brethien, fuch, =2las! is the prefent State of
our Ceuntry : It bleeds in a thouiand Veins; and withoug
a unely Remedy, the Wound will prove mortal. And
in fuch Circumitances, is it not our Duty in the Sight of
God; isit not a Work to which the Lord loudly calls us,
to tzke up Arms for the Detence of our Country ? Cer-
tainly it 1s;  and Curfed is he, who having no Ties fuffi-
ciently ftrong to confine him at Home, kecpeth bis Sword
fremBloed. “¥he mean, fneaking Wretch, that can defert
the Canfe of his Country in fuch an Exigeney ; his Coun-
try, in the Biefiings of which he fhared, while in Peace
and Profperity 3 und which is therelore inttled to  his
Sympathy and Affitance in the Day of its Diftrefs; that
cowardly ungratctul Wretch fins againft God and his
Country, and deforves ihe Curfe of oc)th Such a Condutt
in fuch a Com; umturu, 1s a weral 14 vil, a grols Wicked-
nels; and exroies the Wretch to the heavy Curfe of God
both in this and e eternal World.

And here I caunot bur obferve, that among the various
en:] numberlets Sins under which our (,ountry groans, and
which muft be lecoked upoun as the Caufes of cur publick
Calemities, by every one that believes a Divine Frovidence;
(a Doctrine wm.o; table, and fo eflential botir in Na-
tural and Revezled Keligion, an Article in the Creed of
Fleatiens and Mahometan s, as well as Jews and Chriftians)
I fav among theie various Sins, Cowardice and Security
are none of the leaft. Fic that hath determined the
Iiounds of our Habitation, hath planted us in a Land of
Liberty and Plenty ; a Land, til lately, unalarmed with
the ‘[errors of Var, and unftained with human Blood :
Indeed, all Things confidered, there are but few fuch
happy Snots upon our Globe.  And muft it not highly

provoke
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provoke our Divine Berefactor, to fee a People thus
diftinguithed with Bleiings, to indenlible or theii Worth,
{o ungratetul for them, and fo unacguainicd with their
own Unworthinefs to rcceive them ? What can be niore
evidential ot their undue Apprehenficss ot the Worth of
thefe B]eﬂings, than their being to littde concerned to
fecure and recover them ?  The Generality among us have
acted, as if their Interefls at Staiie were fo trifling, that
it would not be worth While to take Puins, or encounter
Dangers,. to preferve them.  What greater Evidence ca
be given of Ingratitude, than a iupmc Neglect of - thtlc
Blbﬁmgs, and fuch a ftupidly tame and irrefifting Retig-
nation ¢f thnem into blcody and rapacious Hanas ? And
what can be more evidential of a proud Infenfibiiity of
our Unworthinefs of fuch Bxeﬁings, than our bcmg ‘0
mapp*eh enfive of lofing them, even in the moft threaten-
ing and dangerous Circumflanees ? Our Countrymen n
general have acted, as it Beings of their Importance and
Merit might certainly reft in the qmet unmolefted Pofici-
fiun of their Liverty and Property, without any
one daring to difturb them, and without their doing
any Th_mg tor their own'Defence ; or as if neither God
nor Man could flrip them of their Enjoyments.  What
vain felf-confident Prefumption, what intolerable Infolence
is this, in a fintul Nation, a People laden with Iniquity,

‘who have forfeited every Blefiing, even the Ground they

tread ur ,n, and the Air they breathe in; and who live
meerly by the immerited Grace, and Bounty of God! Is
not Cowardice and Security, or an Unwiliingnefs to en-
gage with all our Might in the Defence of our Country,
in Juch a Situation, an enormous If/z'ckednﬂfs in the Sig e
of God, and worthy of his Curfe, as weil as 4 fc anmiziogs
daﬁardly Mearnef5 1n the Sight of Men, and weriby or
publick Shame and Indignation? Is it not fit that thoy
who fo contemptuoufly depreciate ti rich a..d undeery:
Bounries of Heaven, and who fwell fo infulintly with a
vain Conceit of their own Importance and Wora,
fhould be punithed with the Lofs of thols Blefing.?
What Difcipline can be more feafonablz or Longru?vu»?

iviay
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May we not fuppote, ‘that Divine Providence has permit.
ted our Body Politick to fuffer Wound after Wound,
and baffled all our languid Etforts, in order to give it
Senfibility, and roufe us to exert our Strength in more
vigorous Efforts ? Has not the Curie of God lain heavy
upon our Country, becaule we have dome the Ferk of ibe
Lord decestfully, and kept Lack our Swords from Blood ?

And fhall this Guilt increafe from Year to Year, till
we are entirely cruthed with the enormous Load ? Shall
neither the Fear of Jenovan’s Curfe, nor the Love of
our Country, nor even the Liove of ouriclves, and our
own perfonal Intereft, conftrain us at Length to relieve
our ravaged Country, and defend the Bleflings which
God has entrufted to our Cuftody, as well as lentto us to
enjoy.? --- Blefled be God, and Thanks to you, brave
Soldsers for what I now fee. I fee you engaged in this
good Caufe ;- and may the effectual Blefling of Heaven
be upon you, inftead of the Curfc entailed upon Cowar-
dice and Treachery! But are there no more to join with
you? what! none more in this Crowd ? None more in
Hanover? Hanover! which I think fhould fhew itfelf
worthy of Precedence, and exhibit a brave Example to
other Counties : This is what may reafonably be expected,
from the Number ot ocur Miliua, the high Price ot our
Staple Commodity, the Frequency and Variety of our
religious Inftrufions ; and I may add, from aur own former
good Condu& in fuch an Emergency. Hanover had the
Honour of fending out the firft Company of Volunteers
that were raifed in this Colony.* And are we degenerated
fo foon? Or is our Danger lefs now, than immediately
after Braddock’s Defeat? Or are we now inured and
bardened to bad News, fo that the Calamities of our
Frontiers, which have been growing every Year, have now
ceafed to be Objelts of our Compaffion ?

I am forry to tell you, that the Company now forming,
is not yet compleated, though under Othicers from among
yourfelves, from whom you may expect good Ulage ;

and

*Uunaer Capt, Averton, imincdiately after Gen. Bradssck’s Deleat.
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and the Taccuragement is fo unufually great, and the
Time of Service jofhort.t May I not reafonably infit
upon it, that the Company be made up this very Day
before we leave this Place 7 Methinks your King, your
Country, nay, your own lnterefts command me; and
theretore Toooufl wiift upon ir.---Oh! for the all-prevailing
Force ot Deinolihenes’s Oratory, ---but I recall my With,
ti:at I may correct i,---Oh'! {or the Influence of the Lord
of Arnucs, the God or Battles,, the Author of true
Courage, and cvery heroic Virtue, to fire you into Patriots
and Soidicrs this Moment! --- Ye young and hardy Men,
whofe very Faces feem to fpeak that God and Nature
tormed you tor Soidiers, who are free from the Incum-
brance of Famiiics depending on you for Subfiftence, and
who are perhaps but of little Service to Scciety, while at
Home, may I nc: fpezk for you, and declare as your
Mouth, ¢ Here we ar 5 all ready to abandon our Eafe,
“ and ruth mto tae giorious Dangers of ths Field, in
¢¢ Deferice of our Country ?” Ye taat love your Country,
enlift; for Honour will follow you in Life or Death in
fuch a Caufe. Yocu that love your Religion, enlift; for
your Religion is in Danger. Can Proteftant Chriftianity
cxpect Quarters from Heathen Savages and Frencli Papifts?
Sure in fuch an Alliance, the Powers of Hell make a
third Party. Ye that love your Friends and Relations,
enhift; left ye fee them enflaged or butchered before your
Eyes.  Ye that would catch at Money, here is'a proper
Bait for ycu; ten Pourds for a few Months Service,
befides the ufual Pay of Soldiers. I ferioufly make the
Propofal to you, ﬁOL only as a Subjet of the beft of
Kings, and a Friend to your Country, butas a Servexs of
the moft High Ged: for I am fully perfuaded what I am
recommending, is his Will; and Difobedience to it may
expole you to his Curfe.

This Propofal is not liable to the Objections that have
been urged againft former Meafures for raifing Men.

Youcan no o nger object, ¢ that you are dragged away
¢ like

+ Only Ull the Frit of December next,
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< like Slaves againtt your Wills, while others arc with-
“¢ out Reafon e}u.rnptcd ” For now 1t is lefi to your own
Honour, and you may aét as free Mcn. Nor can you
objed, ¢ that you arc arbitranly thruft under the Com-
¢ mand of foreign, un Lnown, or dilagreeable Officers :’
for the Gentleman taat has the immediate Command of
this Company, and his iubordinate Officers, are of your-
felves, your Neighbours Children, and perhaps your old
Companions. And I hope I may add, you need not
object, that you fhall be badly ufed: For, GENTLEMEN-
Orricers, may I not promife for you, that not one
Man in your Company fhall be treatcd with Cruelty or
Injuftice, as far as your Authority or Influence can pre-
ventP May I not be your Security, that none but the
Guilty fhall be punithed, and they only acco,rdmg to the
Nature of the Offence ? Perhaps fone may obj=&, that
fthould they enter the Army, their Morals would be in
Danger ot Infection, and their Virtue would be perpe-
tually thocked with horrid Scenes of Vice. This may
alfo be a Diﬁ:ouragcment to Parents to confent to their °
Clildren’s engaging in fo good a Caufe. I am glad w
h\_al this Objection, when itis fincere, and not an empty
Excufe : And 1 with I'could remove it, by giving you
an univerfal Aflurance, that the Army is a School of
Religion ; and that Soldiers, as they are more expofed to
Dcath than other Men, are proportionably better pre-
pared for it than others. But alas! the Reverfe of this
is too true; and the Contagion of Vice and Irreligion is
perhaps no where ftronger than in the Army; where,
one would think, the fupreme Tribunal fhould be always
in View, and it fhould be their chief Care te prepare for
Eternity, on the lippery Brink of which they ftand every
Moment. But, GENTLEMEN-OFFicERs, I muft again
appeal to you, that as for this Company, you will not
willingly aliow any Form of Vice tobe practifed in it with
Impunity ; but will always endeavour to recommend and
enforce Religion and good Morals by your Example and

Authority, and to fupprefs the contrary ? May I not give
the
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the Public the Satisialtion of fuch an Affurinc2 cencer-
ning you, that whatever otiers do, as tor you and your
Company you will ferve the Lord ? Do you not own
yourielves bound to this in Honour and Duty f Such a
Condu&t I can affure you, will render you popular
among the Wife and Good; tho’ perhaps it may ex-
pole you to the ienfclefs Contempt of Fools, who sake

a Mock of Sin, and who cfieem it Bravery to infult that
God, in whofe fland thcir Breath is, and whofe are all
their Ways.  Sucih a Condult will afford you Pleafure in
the Review, when the Terrors of the bloody Field are
fpread round yow, and Death (tarts up before you in a
thoufand fhocking I'orms. Such a Conduét will be a
Source of true Courage, and render you nobly indifferent
about Life or Death in 2 good Caufe. And let me
honeftly warn you, that u you 1o not maintain fuch a
Conduct, you will birterly repent it either in Time, or
Fternity.

But I return to invite others to join with you in this
important Lxpedition.---What a Crowd of important
Arguments prefs you on every Hand? What can our
Lconﬂatu re do more, than they have done to engage
you ! 1? If fuch unufual Encouragement does not prevail
upon you to enlift as Volunteers, whay remains but that
you muft be fereed to it by Authority ! For our Country
mufi be defended : and it nothing but Ferce can conflrain
you to take up Arms in its Deicuice, then Force muff be
ufed : Perfons of itch a icrdid unmanly Spirit, are not to
expect the Ulfazeof Fresmen.---Think what the paternal
Care of our Sovercign has done for us: and how many
Millions or Money, and Thoufands of Men our Mother-
Country has turnithed for our Defence.  And fhall we
do nothing for ourfelves ? Great-Britain, 1 own, is inte-
refted in our Protettion : But can the be as much inte-
refted as ourfelves 2---Confider what the brave New-
Fagland Men have done, after fo many Mortifications
and Difappointments, and their Trealury {o much
-exhaufted. By the beft Accounts I have had, the lictle

Colony
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Colony of Maffachufets-Buy, has raifed no efs than 7000
Men, tho’ not larger pernaps than1; or 20 of thofe 53
Counties contained in Virginia. And fince we have the fame
Interefts at Stuxe, fhali not we chcertully furnifh our
Quota for the puabiic Service r---We ail admire the Bravery
and Succets of the King ot Prufiia: buc his Succefs muit
be greatly owing to the Bravery of his Su4/.55, as well
as his own:  Fle has almoft as many Soldicrs as Subjedts.
£ind while he has almolt mrracuionfly ttood his Ground
againft fuch fuperior Numbers; fhall we, with the Ad-
vantage of Numbcrs on our Side, be perpetually flying
before a pititul Enemy, and tamely give up our Country to
their Ravag:s: Let us firenuoufly exert that fuperior
Iiorce, which a gracious Providence has put into our
Hands : And we may {oon expeét, thro’ the Concurrence
of Heaven, that we fhall again enjoy the Bleflings of
Peace. Whatever Intelligence our artful Fnemies may
fend, or the Cowardly among ourfelves may believe +,
thete is no Reafon to conclude, that the French Regulars

this Continent are halt fo many as ours: and as to
the Colons, or Country-militia, we are certainly 20, per-
haps- 40, .to one. Letus then, in the Name of the Lord
of Hofts, the God of the Armies of Ifrael, let us collect
our whole Strength, and give one decifive Blow ; and
we may humbly hope Victory will be ours.

Every onc can complain of the bad Management of v :
public Undertakings, and lament the general Secusity
and Inadtivity that prevails. Every one can with that
Something were effetually done, and that this and that
Perfon would enlift, Every one can tell, what great
Atchievements he wowl/d perform, were it not for this and
that, and a hundred Obftructions in his Way. But this
idte Complaimnag, Wifthing and Lamenting, and Beafting
will anfwer no Find. SoMETHING MUST BE DONE ! muft
be done BY You ! Thercfore, inftead of affuming - the

State
"4 It is geoerally believed, and all the cxpenfive Preparations of Iaft
Year were rendered fruitlefs, by falle Accounts of the {uperier Nume.
ber of the Enemy at Louilbourg, &c.
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State of - Patriots and Heroes at home. To Arms! and
away to the lield, and prove your Prewnfions fincee.
Let the Thunder of this Imprecation roufe you out of
your Eafe, and Security, ¢ Curfed be he that doth’ the
“ Work of the Lord deceitfully; and curfed be he that
¢ keepeth back his Sword from Blood.” God fent an
Angel from Heaven to cure the daftardly Inhabitants of
Mecroz, who retufed to take up Arms for the Detence of
their Country. (Judges v. 23.) ¢ Curfe ye Meroz, faid
‘¢ the Angel of the Lord, curfe ye bitterly the Inhabitants
¢ thereot : becaufe they came not to the Help of the
¢ Lord, to the Help of the Lord againft the Mighty.”
And ihall this Curfe fall tbpon Virgmnia? Np, fly from
it, by venturing your Lives for your Countryg for this
Curfe is far more terrible than any Thing that gan be-
fal you in the Field of Battle.---But it is not c;xough
for ‘,ou to undertake this Work : you are alfo ged
faith'uily to perform it, as the Work of the ] rd
And this leads me,

II. To fhew you, what is that deceitful Performance
of the Lord’s Work, or unfeafonable keeping back the
Sword from Blood, which expofes to his Curfe.

It Soldiers, inftzad of abandoning their Eafe and
Pleafure, and rifquing their Lives in Detence of their
Country, fhould unman themfelves with fenfual Pleafures
~and Debauchery ; if, inftead of fuarchmg out the ¥ne-
my, they keep out or their Way, left they fhould fearch
out and find them; if they lic fleeping o5 rioting in
Forts and Places of Safety, while their Country is
ravaged, perhaps in. their very Neighbourhood: when
they wafte their Courage in Broils and Duels among
themielves, or in tyrannizing over thoic that are under
their Command : when they lay themfelves open to falfe
Alarms, by being credulous to every Account that mag-
nifies the Force of the Enemy : when they are tedious
or divided in their Confultations, and Qlow aad fzint

in the Execution: when they confult rather what may
C be
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be moft fafe jor themfelves, than moft lencficial to their
Country : when they keep fkirmifthing at a Diftance,
inflead of making a bold Pufh, and bringing the War
to a fpeedy Iitue by a decifive Stroke : when the y are
tond of prolonging the War, that they may live and
riot the longer at the public Expence: when they fell
tazimielves and tueir Ceuntry to the Enemy for a Bribe
In thort, when they «o nor confcientioufly exert all their
Power to repel 'thc remy, and protett the State that
employs them, but only feck to ferve themielves ; then
they do the Work of the Lord deceitfaily ; and his
Curfe lights upon them as their heavy Doom. I leave
others to judge, whether the Original of this ugly Pic-
ture is to ve tound any where in the Univerfe. But as
tor you of this Company, may I not prefume that you
will belave in a nobler Manner? Shali not Sobriety,
public Spirit, Courage, Fidelity, and good Diicipline be
"muintained among you? This I humbly recommend to
you; and may God enable vou to aét accordingly !
- Thus far have I addrefied you as Scldiers, or at leaft
as Perlons concerned in your Stations to do all in your
i’ower to ‘ave your Country. But we muft not part
thus. It is poflible we may never meet more, till wemingle
with rhe affembled Univerfe betore the fupreme Tribunal :
Theretore, betare I difmifs you, I muift addrefs myfelf
to you as Sinners, and as Candidates for Eternity. You
2;¢ oncernea to fave your Seuls, as well as your Ceuntry ;
and thould you fave or gain a Kingdom, or even the
wiole World, and lofe your Souls, your Lofs will be
woeoarable.

None of you I hope will reply, ¢¢ T am now a Soldier,
¢ and have nothing more to do with Religion ?** What!
has a Sotlier Nothi ing to do with Rehgnan? Is a Soldier
uader vo dollgat.ons to the God that made him, and
that furnithes him with every Blefling ¢ Is not a Soldier
3 much expot=d to Leath as other Men? May not a
. oldier be «imned tor Sin, as well as other Sinners?
And will he be uzi» ro awell with devouring  Fire and

cverlafting
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everlaftirg Burnings 7 Are thefe Things fo? Can any
of yoube fo ftup.d as to think thera fo? If not, you
muit own, that c¢ven a So/dier has as much Concern witi
Religion, as another. "Theretore hear me icrioufly upon
this tlead.

You are about entering into rhe School cf }ice = for fuch
the Army has generaliy been. And are any of you already
initiated 1nto any or the Myflteries of Imiquity there prac-
tiled 7 Muft 1 10 mucu as wippofe, that fome of you, who
have bravely cipouled the Caufe of your Country, are
addicted to Drunkeanets, Swearing, Whoredom, or any
grots Vice 2 I cannot now wake Time to reaton with you
tor your Conviction ; it may iufiice to appeal to your own
Realon and Conicience; Do you do well in indulging
thefe Vices? Will you anprove of it in the honeit Idour
of Decath? Will this Conduct prove a Source ot Courage
to you, when the Arrows of Death are flying thick around
vou, and Scores are falling on every Side? No, you are
felf-condemned ; and may I not reafonably hope, you will
endeavour to reform, what you cannot but condemn ?
Soldiers indeed, are too commonly addifted to fuch
Iminaralities ; but are they the better Soldiers on that
Account? Can an Oath or a Dzhauch infpire them with
a rational i‘ortitude againft the Fears of Death ? Would
not Prayer and a Life of Holinefs better anfwer this
Purpofe ?  Their Courage, if they have any, muft be the
Effect, rot of Thowght, but of the Want of Thought;
it muft be a brutal Stupidity, or Ferocity ; but not the
rational Courage of 3§ Man or a Chrittian.

Some of you, I doubt not, are happily free from thele
grofs Vices; and long may you continue fo! Bur I muit
tell you, this megasive Goodnefs 1s not enough to prepare
you for Death, or to conftitute you truc Chriftians, The
Temper of your Minds muft be changed by the Power
of divine Grace; and vou muft be turned from the Love
and Praltice of all Sin, to the Love and Practice of
univerfal Holinefs. You muft become humble, brok. n-
hearted Penitents, and true Believers 1n  Jelus Chriit,

Tou
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You muft bc enabled to live righteoufly, foberly, and
and godlily. in this prefent evil World.  This 1s Religion
This is Religion that will keep you uncorruped in the
midft of Vice and Debauchery @ thisis Religion, that will
betiiend vou, when Cannons roar, and Swords gleam
around jou, and you arc every Moment expeéting the
deadly Wound: this is Keligion, that will {upport you
in the Agonies of Death, and afiure you of a happy
Immortality.

Bur are not fome of you confcious, that you are defti-
tute of fuch a Religion as this? Then it is high T'ime for
you to think on your Condition in fober Saaneis. Pray
to that powerful and gracious Being, who can rorm your
Hearts and Lives atter this facred Model. Oh! pray
carneftly, pray frequently for this Blefling : and ule all
the Means of Grace in that Manner which your Circum-
ftances will permit.--Remember alfo, that it you try to pro-
long your Life by a daftaruly Condué, your Lite will
lie under the Curfe of Heaven; and you have little Rea-
fon to hope, you will ever improve it as a Space tor
Repentance.---Remember alfo to put your Confidence in
God ; who keeps the Thread of your Lite, and the Event
of War, in his own Hand. Devoutly acknowledge his
Frovidence in all your Ways, and be fenfible ot your
Dependance uponiit.

And now, to conclude my Addrefs to you, as the
Mouth of this Muititude, and of your Countrymen in
general, I heartily bid you farewel. Farewel, my dear
Friends, my brave Fellow-Subjets, the Guardians of
your poor ravaged Country. God grant you may return
in Satety and Honour, and that we may yet welcome you
Home, crowned with Laurels of Victory! Orif any of
vou fhould lofe your Lives in fo good a Caule, may you
enjoy a glorious and blefled Immortaiity in the Region
of everlafting Peace and Tranquility ! Methinks I may
take upon me to promife you the Prayers and good
Withes of Thoufands. Thoufands, whom you leave be-
hind, will think of you with affectionate Anxicty, wiil

with
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wifh vou Succefs, and congratulate your Return, or lament
your Death.  Once more [ pour out all my Heart in ano-
ther affectionate Farewel.  May the Lord preferve your
Going out, and your Coming in, from this Time torth
and cven for ever more.  Amen.

Here I thought to have conclued.  But I'muft take up
a tew Minutes more, to afk this Crowd, is there Nothing
to be done by us who ftay at Home, towards the Detence
of our Country, and to promote the Succefs of tae Ex-
pecition now in Hand ? Shall we fin on fhll impenitent
and incorrigible ? Shall we live as if we and our Country
were _/é'.y—d:pmdmt, and had Nothing to do with the Su-
preme Ruicr of the Univerfe ? Canan Army of Saints or
ot /erces detend an obnoxious People, ripe tor Deftruction
from the righteous Judgment of God? The Caule in
which thefe brave Men, and our Army in general, are
engaged, is not fo much their own as ours. Divine
Proviaence confiders them not fo much in their private
purional Chara&ter, as in their publick Charalter, as the
Reprefentatives, and Guardians of their Country; and
therefore they will ftand or fall, not fo much according to
their own perfonal Charalter, as according to the pubvlick
Character of the People, whofe Caufe they have under-
taken. B¢ itknown to you, then, their Suceefs depends
upon us, even more than upon themfelves. Theretore
let us all turn every one from his evil Ways.  Les the
Wicked for/ake bis B ay, £c. Let us humble ourfelves under
the migay Hand of God, which is lifted up over our
guilty t—lcads that we may be exalted in due Time. I
could venture the Reputation of my Judgment and
Veracity, that it will never be well with our Country,
till tnere be more of the Fear and Love of God in it,
and till the Name of Jefus be of more Importance
among us. I could pretcribe a Method for our Deliverance,
which is at once infallible, and alfo cheap and fafe, and
fo tar from endangering the Life of any, that it would

fecu-e the everlafting Life of all that comply with it
Ye
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Ye that complain of the Burden of aur publick Taxes;
ye that love Eafe, and fhrink from the Dangers of War;
ye that with to fee Peace reftored once more ; ye that
would be happy beyond the Grave, and live for ever,
attend to my Propofal: Itis this, A THoRO’ NaTional
Rerormartion, This willdo, what Millions of oney
and Thoufands of Men, with Guns and Swords and all the
dreadful Artillery of Death, could notdo; it wiil procure
us Peace again ; a lafting well-eftablithed Peace. We have
tried other Expedients without this long enough: Let us
now try this new Expedient, the Succefs of which I dare to
warrant.---And do not obje®, that fuch a gemera/ Retor-
mation is beyond your Power ; for a general Retormation
muft begin with Individuals : therefore do you, through
the Grace of God, do yaur Part; Begin at Home, and en-
deavour to reform yourfelves, andthole under your Inticnce,

It is a natural Inference from what has been {aid, that
if the Defence of our Country, in which we can ftay but
2 few Years at moft, and from which we muft ere long
take our Flight, be fo important a Duty, then how much
more are we obliged to ¢ feek a better Country, i. e. an
¢ heavenly ;” and to carry ana vigorous War againft our
fpiritual Enemies, that would rob us of our heavenly 1n-
heritance ? Therefore in the Name of Je;us, the Captain
of your Salvation, Iinvite you all to enlift in the fpiritual
Warfare. Now proclaim eterna] War againft all Sin. Now
« take to you the whole Armour of God: quit you like
Men, be ftrong,”  And for your Encouragement, remem-
ber, He that a'vertomtb Jball inberit all Things : He fhall
enter into a Kingdom that cannot be fbaken---cannot be
fhaken with thofe Storms of public Calamities wich tof§
and agitate this reftlefs Ocean of a World.. In that bleffed
Harbour may we all reft at laft!

F INTIS.





