C1 RCUL AR)

To the Officers of the sth and 6th Brigades
of the Militia of North-Carolina.

CENTLEMEN,

‘ q CONTINUED f{yflem of tyranny, injuflice aad

depredation on the part of the Freach nation, has
at lengeh produced a crifis which demands the ferious
attention of every friend to the henour and fafety of
our country. Every meafure has been ‘attempted by the
Exceutive to preferve peace, that eould bé confidered con-
Sftent with thole duties, which as Prefidet of the United
States, e owed to the rights and charaller df a free and in-
dependent people : Thefe overtures, prefféd with fincerity
on the part of government, and lupported by the wifhes of
the pcople of America, have been rejefted with contempt
and anfwered with infult and ocutrage. You muit new
therefore be convinced, that nothing can prote& us from
the rapacious ambition of France but ** eergy & arms,” and
that the period has arrived, when the ntereft, the charac-
ter and fovereigaty of the United States mult be again flak-
ed on the fpirit of the people ;and no American will furely
balance a moment between war even wath all its evils, and
a bale daftardly furrender of our mational hoaour and inde-
perdence,

The humiliating fy(tem of ¢ fuffering” and conceffion
has already difgraced our councils, and debaled our nati-
tional chara@er;and that high rank which we' lately held
in the e®imation of nations, is not to be recovered bat by
an aftive difplay of the ipirit and erergy of the people.
In our prefeat ilwation all dilputes on fpeculative pots,
fhould be laid afide, harmony ot fentimentand mutual defe-
reace of opinion thould be aftidueufly cultivated ; and when
she queftion is between our own governmernt and that of a
foreign » gtion, the decifion of that authority which has
been made the conflitutioral organ of the public will, {hould
be obeyed with alacrity and executed with zeal: The pride
of individual opinion, the obilinacy of minorities, and the
gloomy {pirit of party, are the engines ufea by the diplo-
matic kill of our encmy to diffeminate jealoufies, deliroy
official.confidence, and create domeftic faflions—the ave-
nues through which toreign influence, - tha deflroying an-
gel of republics, nover fails to enter.

The American unites in his charafler the duties and attri-
butes of the foldier and citizen, and we are all cqually
bound by the tics of naturc and focial duty to {upport the
§0vernmcm, at a crifis like the prefent, with our lives and

ortunes ; but the Iaws have more particularly configned to
the officers the facred trull ot avenging the injuries, and
defending the honour of their country ; and it 13 only by a
faithtul and punctilious diicharge ot that duty, an officer
can render himlelf worthy of commanding his fellow citi-
zens, either in the tranquility of peace or amudil the dan-
geis of war,

As the government of our country has been compelled
to abandon all hopes of pecace with the Fiench nation up-
on honourable terms, and has thought pioper to announce
the neceflity of preparing for war, it is thereforc incum-
bent upon me to call vour attention to the atuive and vigi-
lart dilcharge of thole dutics which beiong to your 1efpec-
tve flations, and I rely with confidence upon that ardent
and enlightened patriot:iin, which I 1o otica witnefled dur-
g the iate war, 10 evince to the woriid that the exertions
ot the miliia will always be commenfusate wib the exi-
geucies of their country, and that the {pirit which efabiith-
ed our naticrnal ingependerce, will be gequate o 1ae
procélion of our naisonal rizhts.

W. R.DAVIE,
Major General of the 3d divifion,
alifax, June g5th, 1798,

DIVISION ORDERS.
THE General relies upon the zeal and patriotifm of the
officers and mca under his command 1o {upply at this
momentous period the dele@s of our militia law, and 10 en-
furea prompt and puntival execution of the tollowing ord: s,

The days of mauller and exerciic fhould be encreafed and
finflly oblerved, and the men required to be carly on the
grqund; and when a regiment or batialion parades for cx-
ercile, they will perform the ufuai £rin_s and whechags by
divilions and platoons, that the commanding officer may fee
whether the Caprains do their duty ; but hisaticntion is ex-
prelsly requircd to the important objeet of infirutting and
excrcifing the regiment or battalion in the formation and
difplaying of columns. At the mufter of a company, ithe
officcrs arc hereby particularly required, in addition to the
manual exercile and firings, to exercile their companies in
marchiog to the front, in maichiog by filei,«md in wheel-
ing enure, and by plaocons.

The Geoeral depending upen the fpiric :nd aBivity of
the officers of the cavalry, expeéis that the utmoR exertions
will be made to complcte their relpizciive corps; that the
Gapiaias will contider themfelves bound in duty 1o have
thewr companies inflrufted and exciciled in the various
movements which fuch a Body is capable of peiforming,
fach as marching in from—ﬁlmg—iudining-—‘whe:ling-—
breaking and formmg fquadron,

The commanding ofticers of the cavalry are required
te aflemble their regiments as often as poffible, and o take
cfectoal meafures 1o have them inftruéted and trained in the
movements of a regiment, particularly in torming open and
clole column—deploying into line—changing pofiion, by
the march of the ling 12 fiont, and the lechellon march,
The want of attention to thefe dunes hzretotore was not a
matrer of much conlequence, but fome knoulcdgc of thefe
firit elements of the mittary {c.ence, 1s indiipendable in our
prefeat fiwwanon,

Ivis expected the ofiicers will hereafier always appear
properly aimed and equipped, cither from a punciple of
public ipirit or a fente of legal duty; and they are hereby
requirea to put the law nigurcully 1o force with refpedl 1o
arms, hLeving a aue regard to the fituation of the perlon,
and the means of procuring them at prefent.

The Hate of *he aimsand cquipments are to be accurate-
ly afcertained and 1eporied, parncuiarly difurguibing the
mufkets and nifles ; avd the annual icturm ot be made by
thc Biigadics-Grnesais before the firfl day of YD#taber,

It is w be contidered as a flanding order, t when an
ofhcer commanaing a regiment or a bartalion t:ubiigcd 0
be abfent trom s ulual relidence more then fiftcen days,
that he fhall give the oft:ices commarding the brigade tine-
ly notice of 1t; fothat as Lirle cithculty as poffible ma - oc-
cur in the diftr.bution and execution of orders: Apd when
a Brigadier-General bas cccafion 10 be abfent fof that lengih
of ume, he will take care o inform the General of 1t,
tbe with name and place of relidence of the officer entitled
to the command of the brigade m his abience.

The atention of the Frcla-Ofhcers is requefied to the ore
ganizauon of their regiments, the companies fhould be
cqualifed as near as poitbic in pori of hrergeh; and all
vacarcies of commiflioned officers fhould be i.nmediaiely
filied with men of know.s patnietim and detcrmined bravery.

‘I he various duties ot the foldier aud the ctlicer cannot
be picleribea or detailed by law; betit isaliavs prefured
that the ipiric 2pd tntclly. cnce of 1he office. will be acle.
quate 10 the cmergency, acd the public falety muil often
be his guide - thus a1 this moment, cur lafivgequires the
moft igilaot aucution 10 the mmanauvies of 1he agents aid
em:ffarics of our encniy, and makes it a duty wich you 10
repel with prompiitude every infieustion hat might tend
te divide the lenumcnt or damp the ardour of the pecpic;
and your inceflant aitertion 1s acmana: d ro ditfwle that con-
fidence which 1s every whese the ¢l e of bravery, and
upon winch vou mult icly on the day of Latlde. ’

A uue copy from th. Orders iflued by Major-Genesal
Lavie nee; bt g 4793
W k. JUINSTON, Aid-de-Camp.





