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GODS CALL
H IS PEOPLE

To turn unto Him

Togethcr with His Promife to turn unto them. .

" ZECH. 1. 3.

Therefore fay unto them, Thus faith the Lord of Hoﬁ.r, Then
ye mnto me, [aith the "Lord of Hofts, ard I Will turn wste
you, [aith the Lerd of Hofts,

He time when this Prophicfic was given forth by
Zechariab at the commandment of God, you may
fecin the firft Verfe of this-Cl: apier 5 it was inthe:
| eighth Moneth, in the [econd yisr of Dariws. I
thetimeof the reign of Abafuerns. and Artaxerxes, thework
of building the Temple was hindred, untill the fecond year:of
Dariug kmg of Perfia, Ezra4.24. But Darius, in she begine:
ing of hisreign, Hnding in the Records Cyras ' his Decree for:
nbe'buxldmgﬁ: Tf*npx; ac Jersfalens, {tridly.commianided -

that Work fhoWl proceed, and that none fhould hinder’ thel.
fews therein ; and - chac their Enemies fhould affift them, . and
gixe them all neceffary expenses ouz,of the Kings Tributebe-
,y’ond the River, @'c. wader adtealgful peaalty, as maybcfmn
, B 2 .
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in the fixth Chapter of Exrs. Theevent was, that the- Elders
of the Jews builded, and profpered therein thremgh the prophefy-
ings of the Prophets Haggai and Zechariah, Ezta 6.14. and
the Work was finithed in the fixth year of Dariss, Ver. 15.

The unbelieving Fows in Chrifts time faid, Fosrty and fix
years Was this Temple in bnilding, and Wilt thow rear st in three
dages ? Joh. 2. 20._ Yor Ayesxerxes , furnamed Long-hand,
reigned fourty, or one and fourty years; in the beginning of
his reign the Work ceafed, by his Decree againit it, ull the fe-
cond year of Darius, who fucceeded_him, and it was finifhed
in the fixthyear of his reign. Chrifk fpake of the Templeof
his Body, ,oh.2.21. and thercfore their difcourfe of the ma-
teriall Temple at fersfalem, was impertinent, Yet from the
Hiftory of thofe times, two things may be noted :

1. That - God fometimes fuffers the Enemies of true Reli-

ion to prevail, for the hinderance of the building of Gods
%oufc for a long time, |

2. That in fuch Times God difcovereth in his own people a
finful reminefs to negle& the publick fervice of God, and to
be too intent upon their own private concernments, and tofa-
tisfic themfelves-with fuch a pretence as this; We cannot help -
it, the Adverfaries are many and potent, and the King of -Perfia
is again{t the Work ; therefore we will leave the publick work
till better times, and wiil minde our own houfes and domefiie
call affairs. . But God was difpleafed with'them, and fhewed it
by {miting them in their private advantages by-the Fruits of .
the Earth, for their difregard of his publick Worfhip, as the
Lord told them by Haggai,- Hagg. 1.4 ——12. and intwo
moneths after he fent Zethariah to encourage them to go o -
ftrenuoufly in the work of-the Lord, that had been {0 tong:
neglected by their fault.

In the fecond Verfe of: this Chapter he- told:gbem thar God .
had been fore difppleafed with their fathers, andinthey, g, and .
éth Verfes, he tells them for -what ' God was difpleafed witls «
their fathers ; and from thence- infers the Exhortationin my: .
Texr, as sheillative particle (Therefore) fhbws, .~ i1
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in the words we may note,

1. TheCommand of God to this Prophct, Sayunto them,

2. The Meffag: which he muft deliver to them, confifting”
for the Marter of it, of three parts: 1, A Precept, Zws
wntome. 2. A Promife, Axnd I willsurnunto yen. 3. ARa-
tification, or Confirmation of both, yet applied to each feve-
rally, Sasththe Lordof Hofts. For Expofition of the words;

Twrn uxtome] Renounceall Idols and mens Devices in my
Woiip ; acknowledge me alone to be your God, and my
Word to be your onely Rule, with uafeigned Repentance for
your former lepartures from me, and difobedience to my
Word ; be my people,and obferve my Commandments : for, to
cry to God for Corn, ¢G¢, is not a turning to God, but to the
Creature, Hof7.14. but it isto feek God for himfelf, when
nothing will fatisfie us befides God himfelf .to be our God,
Pfal.144.15. and when we mourn, not fo much for the lofs; ot
want of thefe things, asfor Gods difpleafure for our-fins that
have incenfed his wrath, and fo feck Gods face, & reconciliation
with him in Cheift, Pfal.4.6,7. God doth not require this of
them, as il it were in their power to do it, but to convince them
thae it is their duty, whereunto-he would excite them by the
Miniftry of his Prophet, and would quicken-and imable them by
thé efficacy of  his Spirit accompanying the fame, - -

Awd I willesrn unts you] Gods tarningto usis not like our
turning to God : for, our turning toGod fuppofech a changé -
inus, but Gods turning tous is without fhadew of tserning, Jam, -
1,17. both in his Nature, 344/.3.6. and in his Will, 7/.46.10;
butitis to be underftood in refpe® of his Effe®ts ; that isto

- fay, I will be reconciled £o you, and fhew it by furable effets, as -

- Micab 7. 19. He will tarn again, be will bave compa/fion sp-
on M,

- . Saiththe Lewd of Hofts] This Autribute fhews his Abfolute -
gominion over all Creatures in Heavenand Earth, whom he -
i difpofe of by hiscommand, to execute his vengeance upon

| vhgfeshar difobey him : in this fenfe it is added to the Précepe;

d.vo'be Iaftruments.of difpenfing the effes of his favou; tilfp '

L o Az, {0@3;2“
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thofe that turn unto him, and obey him , m clus fonfe it is added
to the -Promife : Inbothitis fuited with their sondition, who
had experience of the former, and upon their returaing to him
thould finde him ready to ufe his Hofts for their good.

~ Firft, from the Meffage which God commands the Prophet
to deliver tathem, asthe Means whereby God wonld bring the
Jews to turn unto himfelf, that it might be well with them, the

Miniitry of his Prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, note s

Do&. 1. Gods nfuall way which he will blefs fjor the con-
werting or turning of elet finners to himfclf, is by

jending his Minifters with 4 Me[[age from bimjelf to
them, in their Preaching Gods Word wnto them.

From thefe words, Say thow unto them, Tkus faiththe Tird of
Hofts. 1grant, God is able,by his Abfolut« Power,co convert
whom he will; and by what means he wit; ana tiut God hath
in extraordinary times and cafes converted fome to himfelf
without thefe means : thus he vi ought faich in Rabab, Heb.11.
31. yet ordinarily he wil! do it only by thefe means, whei e they
may be had, Thic inay be cleared from Scripture ina twofold
Converfion; 1, From the ftate of fin to the ftate of grace,
Afte 20.18. 2. From evil in their pradtice,{o David: this holds
in ajl the degrees of Converfion ta Gad; r.Hereby he 1awobt to
coavince men effeually of fin, 7ob. 16.9. aad ta.a faving {enfe
of it, and remorfe for it, Secchis in David, to whom he fent
N.athan, 2 Sam, 12, and afterwards Ciad, in 2 Samw. 24. 1. iz
beart [mote him ; how came thatte pafs ? fee Ver, 11,12,13.
And, thouglric i1s faid of Adzgaffeb, 2 Chron.33.12,13. thac
when he Was in affliftion be écjoﬂgbt the Bora his God, and humbled
bimlelf wreatly before the God of bis father, and prayed unto him,
and he was intreated of bim , -yer the affti&inn of it {elf did not
turn himio God, but the principal means of 'ns repentance,
and curning to God, were the words of the Se s that [bake to
hini in the name of the Lord God of Ifrael, as it avppeareth iny
Veér.18, So Peters Miniftry, in A8 2.37. Henxe the Worc(&oi |

: : {304 .
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God is ikened to fire,and to a hamsizer, Jer.23.29, iniits efficacy.
2. Hereby God is wont to bring men to Chrift, and to wark
faich in their hearts, unto their reconciliation wicth God by him,
Rom.10.14,15. 2 Cor.§.18,19. The Miniftry is committed to
aen, but the Efficacy i1s from Gods Spirit, /f4.57.19. fob. 8.
44, 45. Eph.1.11, ' |
Reaf. 1. Becaufe the Lord will thus Honour his own Ordi-
nance. He could have converted the Eunich immediacely by his
_ Spirit, yet hefent Philipto him, A&s8.20. Yea, whenhimfelt
hath begun the work, yet he hath fent Minifters to them, that
the work mght be effeted by them ; as Ananias to Panl AQs
9,11, Peter to Cornelins, A&s 10. and he afcribes tothem as
fiis inftrumencs, that which is bis own work, 1 Tim.4.16. ’
 Reaf.2. Decaufe the Lord will chus honour the freenefs -and
power of his grace, in working more effe®ually by weaker
means. The whole Scriprure is breathed of God, and there-
foreinfallible, and ftamped with Gods own Authority in every
{entence of 1t, 2 Tim.3.16. and the Preaching of man is weak-
er in it {eff; and more liable to be flighted by proud men,
fFer. 43. 2. yet God puts forch his efficacy more 10 the Word
preached, thenin the Word read, 1 Cor.1.21. for his frengtl, i
made perfect in weaknefs, 2 Cor,12.9. and therefore the Apo-
{tle notes this as Gods end tn this difpenfation, 2 Cor.4.7.
Reaf. 3. Becaufe thus the Lord will make known the efficacy
of his Spirit inand with the Word preached, thac the glory of
turning elet finners to himfelf, may be afcribed wholly to him-
felf : hence the Miniftry of the Word is called the miniftration of
the Spirit, 2 Cor.3.8. becaufe the Spirit accompanieth that Or-
dinance ; therefore they that difobeyed the word fpoken by the
forme: Prophets,are {aid to harden themfelves againft the words
which the Lord of Hofts fent in his Spirit by them ; therefore
there came a great wrath {rom the Lordof Hofts, Zech.7.12. So
Steven’s hearers are {aid to refiff the boly Ghoff, Act.7.5 1. Hence
the Apoftle afcoibes the converfion of men by the Miniftry of
the Gofpel, onely to God, Gat:28. Rom.1.16. 1 Cor 3.5,6,7.
. 2Car. 10. 4,5. ,and the Heathen man converted confefled ir,
- / 1Cor,
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1Cor.14.24,25. nor canitbe~”  .dwoany lefs power, if we

~confider the quality of the | that have been converted

byit: /fa.11.4,6. Wolves, Leoy. Lions: Mat.21.31. Pubis-
cans and Harlots : A&s 6.7, Scuffirs, ver. 37. open and profef-
fed enemies, F04.7.32,46.

Ufe 1, for Infiruétion: 1. That it is no eafie thing for fin-
ners to turn unto God. 1. Youfce great and long-continued
affliGions, of themfelves, cannot convert men: {o the Text.

“The building of the Temple had been hindred above fourty

years, which they fhould have been affeed with, as an effe
of Gods difpleafure for fome fins yet remaining among them,
and they fhould have been provoked thereby to turnunto God :
but on the contrary, they turned their thoughts to minde. the
building of their own houfes. Then the Lord was further-dif-
pleafed, and afliGed them with fcarcity of food, by Drought
and Dearth; yetthey were dedolent and ftupid, cill che Lord
fent the Prophet Haggai, to call them to cenfider their wayes,
and to thew them for what caufe this Judgement was upon
them, and to flir them up to remove the Caufe, that the Effe&®
might ceafe, 2. The multtude and variety of afi&ions one
following another fucceflively, cannot of themfelves turn
finners to God, Prov.27.22. This we imay fee in Pharack, who
though under the ftroke of punifhment he fometimes confefled
bis fin, and promifed amendment, yer after ten plagues, remain-
ed as hard-heartedasac firft:  Andin Ahaz, 2 Chron, 28.22,
and in the people of 7(rael, Amos 4.6 ~—12, 3. Nor can
outward Mercies of themfelves work this, If2.26.10. 4. Nor
can awakings of Confcience by the fhameful and dreadful Ef-
tects of {in, of themfelves work this, This made Adsm Ry o
hide himfelf, when he heard Gods voice walking in the garden,
Genef. 3. 15. Nor can the outward Miniftry of the Gofpel,
though accompanied with Miracles, of chemfelves work this:
this we fee in Chrilts hearers, Aar.11. 22,0 25. unlefs the
Spiric by his divine Efficacy curn men to God, it cannot be done,
See Dext.29.2,3,4.

2. See from whence thiscomes: 1. From the many Ad-
- vantages
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vantages and Helps that fin batht¢ keep its poffeflion and do-
minion.in mens- hearts; as, 1. The rooted Enmity again{t
God .inthe Nature «7 man, Colsff.1.21. and Cuftome addes
ftrength thereto, fer.13.23. and hereunto the courfe of the
Yorld,and the working of Satan, Eph.2.2,3. and ro thefe Gods
defertion, Pfa/.81.11,12, but-above all, the love of fin in the
members, which works againft the law of the minde, and ca-
ptivates even thofe that ?mvc a principle of grace in them,
Paul complained of this, in Rom. 7.23. I fee another law ix my
mimbers, warring againft the Law of myminde, &c. A Law there
fignifies, a ftrong- compelling inclination, which forceth toits
obedience, asit were by authority, 2 Per.2.14. 2. Itis called
the law of the members, becavfe it inclines not by reafon, but by
naturall force, as the members of the body are moved and
acted by the will. 3. It is faid to war againft the lan: of the
minde, to fhe'vthat thereis a ftrong faGion of lufts againft
grace: the members are many, fo are thefe lufts, which con-
itrain to evil, and reftrain from good.

-2. Learntherefore to proportion your endeavours to the
difficuley of thework. Itisanevident proof that they areyet
unconverted, who think its an eafie thiug to turn unto God,
Marth.11.12. What thenisto be done? 1. Infenfeof your
own inability, cry mightily unto God day and night, and leave
not praying for ic cill the thing be actained, 7er.31.18. Lam.
§.24. Ephraim and the ten Tribes finding that Afflitions
could not do n, piuy to Ged tc turn them: And the two
Tribes found thar tueir Captivity in Babylen,of it felf,could not do
it thieretore they cry unco God that hewould doit, 2. Com-
plain unto God of the Impediments of it in your felves, and
pray himto remove them, J/2.63.17. 3. Look unto Chrift
for efficacy to be put forth upon you, in and by the Miniftry of
the Gofpel. Though the Difciples could not cat out the Devil
ont of the Childe, yet Chrift could and did : cherefore the fa-
ther of him took a right courfe, when he brought his fon that
wa; poflefled with a2 Devil unto Chrift, Mark 9.17,1 30.

iien lufts are too ftrong for a man, Chrift comesasa Prince

and
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and overccmes them, 4&s5.31. Do notrettin your own
refolutions, buz jto 0 God in Chrit for ttrength, Epb.3.16,20.
where the mighty power that works in us, is the power of
Chrifts Death and Refurrection: Believe in him, and rthon
thalt overcome. 4. Improve all the wayes which God ufeth for
this end, that the pugpofe of God in them may be effected .
to wit, (1) Auend his Word, in Presepts, Promifes, Threat-
nings, and the impreffions of them in thy heart at any time,
(z.) His Provide.:ces, in fome great crofs upon the commifiion
of afin; fome dingerous ficknefs, though not unto death,
fome inward terrours of Confcience upon fin committed
fomc evil report, or fome judgement executed in our fight
upon another, for like fin to yours, Dam.5.21. fer.3.8.

Ufe 2. Yor Repreof of two forts of people: 1. Of fuch
as for worldly Accommodation, live in places where they kave
not the Word powerfully preached to them. Remember 7.:.
2. Of fuch as live under fuch means, but are unprofitable and
difobedient hearers. Two things I haveto {av unto fuch,

1. No courfe that God ordinarily takes with men w#l caufe
you to tura uniu 3od, it this doth not, Luke 16.31, therefore
do not look at this (That you are not cthe better toward God
after you have lived long under the Mintitry of the Word) asa
{inall evil; forit is great in Gods account, Heb.6.8, 1If vou
be not the better, you are the worfer by ic, 2 Cer.2, 16,

2. Marvel not f God frufirate your Expe@arions in the
fruits of the Earth, when you fruitrate bis in the fruies of che
Word, Jfa.5.2. Luke 12.6,7. for God hath threacned this pu-
nifhment againft thofe that difobey Lis Word, Lev. 26 14 51,
22,27. and a worfe famine then that of Bread, even of the
Word, in Anes8.11,12.

Seeondly, ¥rom the Meffage itfelf : Hence fundry DoGrines
may be obferved.

1. Yrom Gods fufpending of his promife of turnins to
fincers, tiil their rarning to him | ?

Tha st % is vain [ any 1o expeft God: turning to them, that

do wor turm to/ -,

[
Wi
-
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2. ¥rom
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2. From the ConneQion of the Promife with the Pre~
cepl
pT bat Gode readine[s to turn to thofe that rurn to bim, foould
. mightily prevail With tivmers to turn to bim.
3. From Geds promifing to turn go them that turn to
him 5 .
That Gods being reconciled to fiwners, will infallibly folow
their turring to him. |
4. From Gods Attribute, The Lord of Hoffs, added to con-
firm both the Precept and Promife ,
Thatif finners break through all impediments to turn to @od, as
the Lord of Hofts, God Will break_ throngh all difficultics to
do them goed, as the Lord of Hoffs,

Yrom Gods fufpending his promife of turning to men, til!
they turnunto him, and implicitely threatning to arm all his
Creatures againit them for their hurt, if they do not turn to
him ; This Point of Doc&rine may be gathered :

Do&.11. That it is in vain for any finfull pesfons 1o
expelt Gods turning to them in mercy and favenr,
who do not turm unto him with truerepentance ang
reformation 5 but while they continae in theiy fins,
they muft expect that God will come forth aganft
tgem, a5 ihe Lord of Hofts, commanding and order-
ing all his Creatnres againft them for their hurt.

There are two parts of this Do&rine:
Y. That it 15 in vain for any that continne in their fins, toix-
- pect anymercy or favour From God. |
- 2. Thar fuchonght to expelt, that Gods wrath incenfed againft
them by their (ins and impenitency, may be execmed againft them
by ail and any of his Creatares, as be is the Lovdof Fofts.
- In the handling of this Do&rine, I muft firft thew what

thNs Tarnirg to the Lordimplies and imporcs,  Secondly, prove

. B 2 the
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the Do&rine, in both the parts of it feverally.

Firlt, Zwrning tothe Lord, implies, 1. That by fin continued
in, men turn from the Lord, and again{t che Lord : as-when
men turn from one another in enmity, they turn their backs
one to another, and their faces to oppofite obje®s; foitisin
this cafe, continuersin finturn from God and his Word, to
Sir, and the World, and Satan, which are oppofite to God in
his holy and righteous Laws ; and God turns his face and fa-
vour from them, and his wrath and indignacion againt them,
Hence it is thac the Lord faith of thofe that difobey the inftrue
Qions of his word, thai they bave turncd the back to him;. and
not the *ece, Jerem, 3.. 33. and accordingly he threatneth
them, that he wiil thew them his back, and not his face, in the
Cayof their calamity, Thus you fee what this turning to the
Lord implies.

Secondly, This turning to the Lord imports two things- Re-
pentance for, and frem all their evil wayes; and Reformation
of them: A hearcy turning to Ged, through faith in Chrift,
and unfeigned loveto God in Chrift, with an uriverfal con-
formity to his holy and righteous Rules ard wayes; as they
refolved in /2. 26.13. [t is true, that.we cannot turn unto
God of our felves, till he turn us unto himfelf as you may fee in
Beut. 29.2,3,4. yet, when God calleth the veflels of mercy
to turn.unto him, and addeth his Promife for their encourage-
ment thereunto, ' his Spirit in- and by the promife, works con-
verting gracein chem : which worksin them- 1, Hearty prayer
unto Gad to convert them, as Ifui. 63. 17. Ferem. 31.18.
Lam.5.31. 2, A&ual Converfion to God, in anfwer to Gods -
calling cthem thereunto, Pfal.27.8. asin fer.31.22. This turn-
g to God is righe,

1. When it arifeth from right motives. The right motives-
of 1urning to God, are not Temporal, onely for removing. of
{orae temporal ARliGion, whether felt or feared. or for ob-
taining fome temporal good, . wwhich we want and defire : for
{uch a turning is not to the Lord, butto our felves, as you may
{ee in Hof.7.16. With Zich.7.5.. Bug the right motives.of surn-

T T - """“‘.‘“—‘hmnw © oVt e kMMM )
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ing to God are Eternal, wis, A ferious and fixed apprehenfion. = =
of Eternal life and death, in relationto God, and his everlaft- - %
ing favour and wrath, in the incomprehenfible greatnefs and
vaitnefs of them : when thefe are not tranfient and vanifhing;
but fixed in the heart by the Spirit, and when they are looked
at, not as farre off,. but as prefenty Zhenthey work an effe-
&uail and prefent converfion to God. Therefore Chri taughe
his Difciples to ufe this morive in preaching the Gofpel, for the
converfion of finners to-God, Afark 16.16. and Chrilt him-
felf ufed the fame motive, #05.3.18,36. and the reafon is, be-
caufe then a man feeth better and ftronger reafons for his
turning to God, then the world can give ‘or his continuing in
fin, 2Cor. 4.18. from love to God, P(al.97.10. Yethat love
the Lord, bat: evil. ‘ |

2. When it’s done in a righc manner; with the whole heart, .
?ael 2.12. thatis, whenafull refolution of turning to God,
follows a full illumination and convition; otherwife, when
raen have fome motives to turn, but not enough, they are not
fully convinced, and {o they turn but by halves, and teignediy,
fir. 3. 10. Hence a right tarning.to God, is delcribed as the
Efle@ opening mens eyes , A4&s26.18. wherein 1s included -
the opening of their hearis; asin A&s16.14. Lydia.

3. Whenit produceth futable ele®s : 1. That fin, which ~
had dominion inthem, is difpoffeffed, and grace is made Ma-
fier of the houfe; foascthough fin getsin and dwells in them,
yet it is by intrufion and ufurpation, as a Thief or Enemy,
which are expelled as foon as they are difcovered, and fufficient
ftrengthis gained. =, Thar.fin is. hated , as the Lord com-
manded 7frael to.do agaioft Amalek, 1 Sam. 15, 3. this ap-
pears,

1. By their thrufting out the motions and !nfts of fin out of -
their heares with indignation., Ifz. 30.22. and fhurting the
doors of the Soul, the Eyes and Ears, againft temptations to
ic, They fay in effect, as Ephraim did, in Hof 14.8. what have
1 to do anymore with ldols #* Thus Amaen dealt with Tamar,
135am.13.15,17,

e D 3 2. By
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~ 2. By their feeking the utcer deftruction ani full mortih-
cation of fin : for, hatred is implacable againft the whole kinde,
as we fee in @ Wol' again(t ali Sheep , nothing will fatisfie buc
the death of its obje®, asthe Lord commanded 7f7el to do
aganft Amalek, 15am.15.3,

3. By acontinuall fight againt fin, till it be fully fubdued.
Gal.§.17. The flefh Infeth againft the Spirit, and the Spirit
againft the flofb. 1 Pet. 2.11. Dearly beloved, I beleech you as
Frangers and pilgrims . abfain from flefply lufts, Which Wwarre
againff the fonl, Hence they will account them their beft
friends that help them againit fin, their worlt enemy.

Two Reafons of the firft part of the Doftriney That it 2
in vain for finfull perfonsto expel® that God fhowld turn to them
in mercy and {avour, who do mot turn to him with true repentance
and reformaticn,

Reaf. 1. Becaufe continuers i fin do fruftrate Gods end and
expeQation, both inall chat he doth for men, andin all that
be requirech to be done by them, ; '

For the firft y The Churchis Gods Husl-1ndry, 1 Cor. 3.6.

- Minilters are the dreflers of his Vineyard, Luke 13.7. the
Ordinances are his manuring of it: and is not good fruit
the end of Husbandry? Therefore where this follows not,
what can be expe@ed ? but, as Ifa.5. 5,6,7. God fhould rake
away the hedge thereof, break down the wall thereof, and lay it
waffe : and, as Luke 13.6,7. in the Parable of the Figtree,
when the drefler of the Vineyard came three years feeking
frust, and found none, Cut it down, Why cumbers it the ground ?
Chritt comes in Ordinances, and Providences; To what end ?
To purifie the fonsof Levi, and to pargethems : but when the
Means atrain not chis End, fee what follows, Fer.6.30. Re
probate filver foall men call them.

So for the fecond, what God requirethto be done by his
people; Herequireth Reading, Hearing, Meditating, Praying,
Confetence, cre. but God regardath not thefe performances,
except the doers of them turn nago him; if chey prevail not

o
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to turn men to the Lord, they are but bodily exercifes, tigR®
prefie lirtle, 1 Tim. 4.8. In Rom. 2. 29, Paxl diftinguifheth+
ontward Ciresmcifion, and a few cutwardly, from that which is
inward , and concludeth, thac the latter hath praifs of Ged,
not the former, who/e praifc is omely of men, who fee onely
that which is outward ;, but God fearcheth the hears, if that he
turn not unto him, the reft he regardeth not,

Reaf. 2. Becaufe God reje@ethall other grounds, where-
upon men expect that God fhould turn unto them his face -
and favour in the time of their Atiction, if this their turning
unte God be wanting . viz.,

1. Sinfull Childrens relation to godly Pavents : Afatth.3.9.
T hink_not to [sy Within your [elves, we have Abrabam to eur
father : John 8. 39, to 45. Fefus faith ante them, If ye were
Abrabams children, you wosld dothe works of Abrabam.

2. Grown perfons, (1) Profefling Religion, Pfal. 78. 34,
15 38. (2) Covenanting with the Lord ard his People, Pfal.
§0.16,17. Hol.8.1,2,2. He fball come as an Eagle agzinft the
Houfe of the Lord, becanfe they have tranfgreffed my Cove-
nant, &c.

3. Church-priviledges, 7er. 7.4. Truff not in lying words,
faying, The Tomple ¢f the Lord, the Temple of the Lerd, tix
Temple of the Lord are thefe.  What is become of the Church
of the Jews, and of thofe feven Golaen Candlefticks, and of
the Church at Reme 2

4. Perfermance of Religious Duties : Jfa.1. 11----15. 7o
What purpofe # the multitude of vour Sacrificcs unteo me, faith the
Lord ? &c,

§. Extraordinary Humiliauons: 1/a. §8.3,4,5,6. Is st
this the faft that 1 bave chofew, to losfe the bands of Wicked-
nefs ? &,

Secondly, One Reafon of the fecond part of the Do&rine ;
That while they continne in fin, they muft expet that God will
come out againft them a5 the Lord of Hofts, &c, o

af+ Becaufc continuers in fin, continue their refiandes
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L8 God. Wherefore I may fayto them, as Pux/ in 1 Cor.10.,
-85, Hewhom you provoke to wrath g5 the Lord of Hoffs: All
Creatures in Heaven, Earch and Sea, are his Souldiers to fight
.again{t them, Angels are called the beavenly Hoff, Luke 2.13.
thereare an innumerable company of Angels, Heb, 12,22, and
they all excell in firength : oueof them deftroyed all the firft-
born of Egypt together; & oue defiroyed an hundred eighty five
thouland Afyrians in one might ; the Stars in their courfes fought
from heaven by their influences #g «nff Sifera, Judg.s.25. he
Lord flew many of the Amoritrs with great Huil-ftosics ~aft
down from heaven upou them. fof. 10. 11. See what Armies
the Lord imployed again Egypr in the ten Plagues, Exod.
Chap.7,3,9,10. and againit the Ifraelites, Joel 1. 3, 4. which
are called Gods great Army, Joel 2. 25. See alfo Amos 4.9.
The time would fsil me, if I fhould proceed unto particular
Inftances. When God would deftroy theold Wor'd with wa-
ter, he opened ali 1he Fountainsof the great Deep, and the win-
dows of Heaven, to make a Deluge, fo that the waters arofe
fifteen cabits upwards above the Ligheft Mountains, and all flefy
died tharmoved nponthe carth, Genef.7.20,21. When he would
deftroy Se.omina moment, he Rained Hellot of Heaven, as
Salvian faid ; or as Mofes faicth, he rained upon Sodom and Go-
morrab byimbone and fire from the Lord out of heaven, and over-
threw chofe Cities, and all their Inbabitants, Gen.19.24,25.

Ufe 1. For the furtherance of our humiliation before the
Y.ord, and that we may juftifie the Lords righteoufnefs inthe
Calamities which we have already felt, or may further fear,
for our finsare great.  Jfa.24.5. The carth alfo o5 defiled under
the Inbabitants thereof, becaufe they have iranfgreffed the Laws,
changed the Ordinance, and_broken the everlafting Covenant. The
Lord may fay of us, as fer.5.23,24,25. Buz this people hath
a revolting and revellious hears, they are revolted and gone, &c.
and our Tmpenitency, as Amos 4.7. to theend. And if ke
RSS! Ve us up to forreign Enemies, he may juftly expoftu=
us, as Fer.2.17. Haft thow ot procwred thie wnto thy
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Velf, imthat thow bap forfaken the Lovd thy God, when he led thee *$H

~

&y the way? and ucbraidus, as ver.19. Thine own Wickedssfs
foall correlt shee, and thy backflidine: fhall reprave thee: kuow
therefore and (ee, that it 25 an evil thin: and a bitter, that thow
haft forfaken the Lord thy Cod, und -v.t my fear o not in thee,
faiththe Lord Ged of Heofts.Su chat whatever the Losd hath done,
or may yet further do againit us, we muit humble our felves,
and fay, The Lord is righteons, 2 Chron. 22,6, and with Da-
nied, 1an.9.7. O Lord, righteon(nefs belosijesh to thee, and tous
confufion of faces, as at this day, &c, o

Vle 2. for Exhirtation: 1. I'O,_;btbofd the works of the
Lord, andto confider chem, P/2.78.5. Haggai 1.7. Thus faith
the Lord, Confider your wayesin your hearts,

2. As Lam.3.40. Search narrowly, as they did for leaven
before the Paflover, and diligently ; for felf-love smakesqc hard
tofindeit : Let us fearch and tryonr wayes, and tiws again to
the Lord. Plal.139. 24. fayes David, Scarch me, and try me,
feeif there be any way of Wickzdnefs, &c. If any way of wicked-
nefs be found in you, it will coit thee thy lie: A way of Envy,
of evil fpeaking¢ of murmuring, of earthly-mindednefs , of
finning fecretly, of om:flions, or {light performances of du-
ties conzinued in : Tuke warning by whac hach befallen ochers,
to fear God.  This the Lord expe®eth, Zeph.3. 6,7,8. I hawve
cut off the Nations, thesr Towers are defolate, 1 have made their
ftreees Wafte, that meme paffed by their Cities are deftroyed, fo
that there is no man, that there is none Inhabitant : I [aid; Sarely
thon wilt fear me, thom wilt reccive infruttion, &c. |

3. To prepare to meet God, Amos 4.12. by turning to
him, Hof. 6. 1. with true Repentance, and fpeedy Reforma-
tion, 7am.4.8,9. Draw nighto God, and he will draw nigh to
you: Cleanfe your hands, ye finners, and purifie your hearts, ye
donble-minded : be affliéted, and monrn, and weep ; let your langh-
ter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heavinefs. When you
hrave provoked the Lord to wrath by fin, think not to takawup .
the macter by Confeflions, or Prayers, or Faftings e
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£ member the Do&rine, That God requireth che@®, and turnin;
ro him befides.  This was the counfel of God to fofbus, Jofh,
7.10,11, Alfo we muft have good Purpofes and Intentions,
yet thefe are not {ufficient, unlefs they produce a -reall and
a@uall turning to God.  Dewt.§.29. O toat there were fuch an
beait in them, that they Would fear me, and keep my Command-
ments Alwayes, that it might be well with thom, and With their
Children for ever. Natural Confcience enlightned and awa-
kened, and felf-love fceking a mans own prefervation and f3!-
vation, may work fuch good intentions and purpofes, but they
neither continue, becaufe they arife from temporal motives,
or felf-ends, nor are they effectuall, becaufe the fubje® in
whom they are is irregenerate, and carnall; and theretore fuch
ave his purpofes ; and =4 flefsy 25 as grafs, that withereth and
fadeth, but 1 Pet.1.23,24,25. the Werd of the Lord endzrcth
for ever,

Laftly, Turn from your evil wayes to Ged, and the Rules
of his Word. ThisImghtapply to fundry particulars | buc
at prefent I fhall fpeak onely to one Abufe of this feafon of
the Year, which 1s cilled CHRISTAM A S: wbich is to
be witneffed againft, whether ic be done upon a Religions, or
Civil, or Atixed-Accounnt.

1. If upona Religions Accornt y None can fan&ifie Timeto
make a day holy to thd Lord, buc the fandifying Spirit, in and
by fome Word of God in Scripture, The Yeatls of Purim
were Civil Feflivals, called Gosd dayes of feaffing, and fonding
giftsone to another, not Holy times, feparated trom common
ufes to holy, Now we no where finde warrant in Scripiure
for fetting apait the day of Chriffs Nativity from common
ufe, to religious holy ufe : Indeed the day of his Refurrection,
the firft day of the weck , thatis by Chrift fanctified to bethe
Chriflians Chriffian Sabbath : for that was the beginning of
Chrifts Exaltation, but the day of his Birth, was the begin-
ning of his Humiliatio:r and Abafement ; fo thac there is not
@iy of reafon between them. o

. If upon a Civil Acconnt , How comes Chriﬂs Name to
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be ufedin ic, that it is called CHRISTM AS-DAY ?
whether A7.4/s be taken in the Sax?s fenfe, as fignifying a
Feajt . or inthe Popith fenfe, fpecial Mafles being appointed
and ufed in Popery on that day, I will not now difpute: but
it inthe firt fenfe, how is this Time abufed by all profans,
and loofe {piri-ed perfons, unto Gluttony, Drunkennefs, and
mi{-fpending of precious time, in Gaming ac Cards and Dice,
and other wickedneles ? asif Chrit was born, and given to
us, to fet mens lutts ac liberty, and their perfonsto ferve fin,
and Satan; or as if Chriftians would imicate the Pagans, in
theit Bucchanalia | and S.turnalia | rather then Chritt in his
temperance, and doing good.

3. It upon a Afived Account, This is not the time of
Chrifts Nauvity : for Chrift was not born in Winter, but ra-
ther in Seprember, as 1 fhall evince ,

1. From Auguftus Cefar’s Taxing all the Reman Empire
at the time When Chrift was born, whereupen all wene to be
taxed, every on to hi own City, which caufed Fofeph, with
Aary his efpouled Wife , to go unto Berhlehem, at that time
when, and place where Chrilt was born, Luke 2. 1, 3.4.5,5,7
Now. the Winter had been an unfit feafon for fuchaffuirs gnd
‘traveis, ’l

2. From the time when the Angel reported the Birth of
Chrift to the Shepherds , it was when they were &eeping Warch:
cver ther flockse by night | Luke 2. 8,9, to i5. Now
Shepherds watch their fheep by night, not in the open fields,
in che Winter, butia the beginning of Autumn : in the Win-
ter they houfe them.

3. From the defcription of Chrifts Incarnation, in Job. 1.
14. The word was made fielh, and dwelt among w5 : The word
eocivaeosy e war, whicli fignifies , He tabernacled among sy |
aliuding to the Feaft of Tabernacles, which was onthe fi/teenck -
day of the fewenth Moneth, Levit.23.24. which was a type of
Chriits Incarnation, when they were commanded to leave
their filled houfes, and ftore-houfes, and to dwell in Boothes
feven dayes, to teach them to rejoyce, not in their worldly
: o Cz2 abundance,
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“abundance, but in Chrift Jefus. In allufion hereunto, che ‘

converfion of the Nations to Chrift, is exprefled by their- !
keepirg toe Fe?/} of Tabernacies , in Zech.14.16. Lay down
therefore all former vain preterces, and yield to this Truch,
T the keeping of Chriltmas in thes feafon , is unleafonable |
and iz e manwer as it i nfually dore, s unferipturall, srrationall,
and wyiswful. '

W proeed tothechird and 1alt part of my Text, contain--
ing Gous Promife, 7 will turn untoyon , together with the Ra-.
tibcaw 1 of it, Saitk twe Lord of Hoffs. Whence this Do&rine
mey be collected :

Dot 111. When people who have bess formerly under:
ihe «'fﬂé’t’; of Gods difpleafure, dc tu. nunto bim with-
wnfcigped Repentance, and Reforr:ation of -their
- {armer evil wayes, God will certainly imn unto
sem in mercy, and make all bis Creatures [ervice-

able for sheir good, as he is the Lord of Hofts.

Two particulars muft be cleared and preved

Y.: That God wil certainly turnto fucr in mercy.

2. That a ke is the Lord of Hijts , be Will make all bis-
Creatures [erviceable for their geod.

L That God will certainly tyra to (uch in mercy , thatis, he
will alter the Effects of his Providences toward them , thac.
whereas formerly they had been affli*ing, now they fhall be.
comforcing, healing, reftoring. H.+in two things are meant

‘ Firft, Tharhe will pardon their 35, and fo remove the im-.
¥, Pediments of their good: Fer. 5. 24, 25. Your inigu ies have
r@%?rmd awa) things , and your fins have withinlden good things -
Jrom you.  See Ifs.1.16,18. He had exhorted tiem to cedfe

to av :wil, learn to do well, ver,16,17. And if they hould ob-

e@, What good fhail we get by chis, if owr fins and miferies

{0 greacas you haye faid? To prevent this, headdes, 9.18.; 4

-
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mugh your fins were of the deepeft dye, as Crimfor and S

Scarlec are, ver you fhall be as perfectly cleanfed from them all,
as if you fhould fee Scarlet become gs white as Snow, or
Crimfon as white as Wooll, none of the former tin®ture re-
maining. And becaufe this is aching difficult for finners to
believe, he addes, Come, Lt us reafon tegether : as it he fhould
fay, It will requirz ftrong reafoning to caufe you to believe this,
Therefore the Lord ufeth firong Reafons to eonfirmit,

Reaf. 1. From his Effentall Properties, Exod. 34.6,7.
Obj. Buthessjuft allo. A. True; and that is for your en-
couragement : for Chrift hath fatished his Juftice as your Sure-
ty, and it would not be juft thac he fhould require the paymest
of oneand the fame debr twice: And he is Faichfull alfo ; fee
1 Joh.1.9. If Welonfefsonr fins, be ss faithful and juft to for-
give asour fins, andte cleanfe us from all unrighteoufnefs. |

Reaf. 2. From his engagement by his Word: Therefore
Davidf{aid, in I'fal.56.10. In God I will praife bis word, in
the Lord I will praife his wora. Now, you may {ée how {trong-
ly he is engaged by his Word,before many wittiefles : in AZicab
7. 20. Thon®ilt perform the truth unto facob, and the mercy to
Abrabam, whick thon haft [worn to cur fathers from the dayes of
old. Hereuponthe Apoitle infers, 4fs10.43. To bim give
all the Prophet s witnefs, that through his Name whofoever belisveth
in bim, fhall receverom floneof fins., 1 Joh.s.9,10,11. If ne
recive the Witne(s of mony the Witn:(s of God is greater, &c, Pfad.
119.4. Remember thy Worduntathy [irvant, uponwhich thou baft
C.infed mc to hupe, .

"Reaf.5. From hs Latherly Relation in Chrift to Believers by
the Covenant of grace, 7oh. 20.17. 2Cor.6.18. he is their
Fatoer, and they 4is fons and danghtcrs.  Hence he pitieth them,
Pfil.i03.13,14. and fpareth them, A74/.3.17. and upon tiieir
repentance renews the manifeftation ot his Fatherly love to
them, fer.31:18,19,:0. ‘ ,

- Reaf4. From the Means and Infirument whereby forgive-
nefs is purchafed for Believers, and conveyed to them, Ephef.
.1.7. Heb.15.24, Compare 1. The Perfons; Abe/, a meer
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£3 man,with Chritt the Mediator: there is aninhnite difparity. A5
20.28. God purchafed the Church with bis own blood. 2. The
fpeaking of their Blood ; thereis ne proportnn in their value
a:d virtue, Heb,9.14. 3. The thing {poken for : Abels blood
cried for vengeance againt Cain, whereuntq God is flow
Chriits blood requires forgivenefs of humbled and believing
finners, wherein God deligliteth, Micab 7. 18. and ready to
i, P/[186.5. .

Reif 5. Yromthe Freenefs of God herein, Rom. 4. 24,25.
ke requireth no condition, but coming.to Chrit, as beggars
do to a free dole, without which none can receive #t; and
tlyriting, without which none will duely prize Chrilt, or come
unto him upon Gofpel terms, jeh.7.37. Rev. 21.6. G 22.17.
and when they are come unto Chrift, he poureth upon them
“the S,oitof grace,&c. Zech.12.10. and giveth repentance and
forgsvene(s of fin, AQSS.31. Oby. Brtmy fins are 1. Mary,
2. Great, 3. lterated.  Axl. So were the people of Ifrarls

fins, yetfee Ezck.36.25.8& Zech. 13.1. a Fountain alwayes
cleanfing thofe that come to it

Il That When people Who bave formerly been under Gods dif-
plealure, do turn unto him with true Repemtance, and Refor-
mation of their former evil wayes, God will remeve the Ef-
feitsof bis difpleafure, anday them good.

Reaf. 1. For his Promife fake, 2 Chrer.7.14.

Reof.2.Becaufe,the Caufe being taken away,the Effe(t ceafeth,

There is a Chain of evils, whereot Sin is the firit Link, and
draws gnall therelt ; whether Temporal punifhments, as you
may fee at large in Dext.28.15, tothe end: or Spiritual, Rom,
1.21,24. 1. Spirirua! deferuons : hence the Spirit of che
Lord departed from Sas/, 1 Sam.16, Gods withdrawing his
mereitul and gracious preferce fromapeople, brings ail woes
and mifeties upon them, Hof.r 12, and fin caufeth chis, 2f
$9.1,2. 2. Tradition, or leaving them to themfeives, Pf4/.
€1. 11,12, Dut when Lin is done away by Repentance on
mans part, and forgivenels on Godspare, thén

will che Loed i
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return to his people in merc’, and do them good fad 4
18, 10.
Secondly, That thcn Ged will caufe all his Creatures te
ferve for their good : 1. The Angels, Heb.1. 14. if they be
ir. daager of enemies, Pfal 3477, Yhis 7acob found, Gez.52.2.
and Elijba, 2 Xings 6.17. And when others are {mitter: by
the Angels with Warre or Pettilence, or any other Calamiues,
they fhaii fave them from the hurt thereof, Ezgk.9.4. P/al.
o1.11. 2. TheSun, Moon ard Stars, P/al 121.6. Jof%. 10.
12,13. Jwdfes §.20. AH inferiour Creatures : fee ZLevw.
26.3,t0 11. and Dezt, ~8 1,09, Jeel 2423,t028. Haggai
2,18,19. Mal.3. 10,1112, '

Reaf. 1. Becaufe he isthe Zerd of Hofts, by his right of
Creation aad Government, thcv were all made by him,
fo they areall at his difpofe, md mdex his command, for the
good of his people : The Ang:ls do kis commanamints, heark:
ning to the voice of his word, 3al.103.20. So of the Hoflt of
Heaven he faith, 1 bave made the mrtb /ryl vands bave fretcked
out the beavens, “and all their boft have I commznded, Im 45. 12.
and the Metco:s Snow, Froft, he ordereth by Lis Word of
command Pfal. 147.15,1019. So the blefling of the Fruits
of the l:arth is by his command, Dewut.28.9

Reof. 2. Bucaufe thereisa Covenan: between God in Chr if?,
and all thofe who thus turn urto him: As when Kings and
States of divers Nations, that were before in Warre, do make
a League by (nvenunt, all therr Subje@s havea free Trade
and intercourfe for their mutuall ﬁood fo icis in this cafe
before man finned againft God, all Creatures of this or it
Lord of Hotts ferved for his goed but when he finned a-

oaint Gud, the Lord of Hofts and all his Creutures were a-

gamtt man, had hot Jefus Chrift, the Mediator of the New
Covenant, inzerpoied himfelf to reconcile humbled believing
finners unto God. Hence, when any are hrought into this
Coverant, all bis Cxciturve areat league with him, as Eliphsz
told 74 Chap.5.23,24. Thisl mo,uc {vcures them from hurt,
and aflures of gooa irom the bealis of the field: fee Hof. 2,
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1,22, Itisanadmirable Profopaperia, where the affe®ons of

Te+e Feren are afcribed to the Ceeatures Fezreel looks tothe fruics

~ " wf the Earth, and complains of want of Wheat, and Wire, and
Oil ; they look to the Earth, and fpeik to it to receive into its
bowels the Corn, as defirous to rotin it, that it migh: feed
man ; the Trees, to receive motfture fromir, that they may
cherith man: the Earth looks to the Heavens, with defire of
Ruin, and Igfuences from thence, that it may be fruitful ; the
Heavens 100k to God, defiring his word of Command and Blef-
fing : and all chis by virtue of the Covenant,

Uf: 1. Yor Encouragement, to thofe who have by their
{ins, and continuance in them, unto this day been under Gods
cijpleafure , and the dreadtul Effe@s of it, now to come
in with true Repentance, and Reformatior: of your former evil
wayes. Come unto Chrift, that in him you may obtain the
mercy that God offers ; that now you may be reconciled to him
in Chrift, and receive forgiverefs of all your finspaft. A Pro-
clamation of Pardon will bring Rebels in, to lay down all their
Rebellions, and to become Loyal Subje@s, for the time, Her
and hearken to the Lords Proclamartion, in fer.3.12,13. where
we fee, 1. That God is ready to forgive repenting finners,
Cbj. 1. The greatnefs of my fins affricht me. Anf. Ifa. 44.22,
I have blotecd ont.as «thick clond, thy tranfgrefions, and as a clond
thy fins, &c. Obj.2. But our tranfgrefions andour fins are upon
ws, and we pine away inonr fins, E2€k 33.10,11.  Anf. Confider
thofe two Arguments, in Pf:.130.3,4. (1) Elfe none thould
be faved ; but it is nor his will chat ail finners thonld perith, for
then the blood of Chrift had been fhedin vain: buc that can-
fiot be, Rev.1.5. andthe offer of Chrift, for the Salvation of
(inners, would be in vain: but that cannot be, Foh. 3. 14,15.
(2.) Elfe none would worfhip him . but God will have fome
that fhall fear and worthip him, Denr.5.29. Hof3.5. 2. God
1s not onely ready to receive fuch, but defirous of it and
there is joy in heaven at the Conver(ion of fuch, as Chrift af-
fureth us by three Parables, Luke 15.7,10, ¢c. And to thew
his defive, he fends his Minifters, and by them inviteth, calleta,

come-
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commandethy befeechs i iinners to turn unto him. Ah! leig
not be fuid of any of you, asthe Lord complained df other$
Hof:11.2,7. 3. Confider Examples : Chxilt in the dayes o
his flefh | welcomed Publicins and finners, that cameto him
with repentance, Luke 15. and his mercy is not lefs in heaven,
1Cor. 6.9,10. 1 Tim. 1. 15,16, onelv lofe not yrur. feafon,
2 Cor.6.1,2. Heb.3.15. the that pur off, may never have fuch
an offer again : for,to thofe that belicved not, in the wildernefs,
God fware that they foowld not enter ints bes Reft, ver 16,18, and
when they that were invited to the Wedding feait, came not, but
put off the invitation with excufes, the Maiter of the feaft faid,
Nong of thofe men that were bidden fball tafte of my Swpper, Luk,
14.24. Remember the fud condition they were in, that came
when the door was (hut, Lske 13. 25, to 29.

Ufe 2. for Infr:Eion, Learn hence, tha: when any Calamity
is upon people,or a particular perfon,to look through it unto fin
as the canfe of it. Look not only on the ourward means,or-inftru-
ments, or tecondary Caufes : that which is outward & obvious
to our fenfe, 1s but the Via! through which Gods wrath is pour-
ed forch, 2 Chroxn. 12.7. David Knew that thie natural caufe of
that Famine of three years in Jfracl, was Drought ; but he reft-
ed not there, but went to enquire of the Lord, what fir was the
caufe of it, and received hisanfwer, 2 Sam.21.1. This the
Locd taught fobuatodo, Fob.7.10,11. The people of Ifrael
learned it by long continued Afli&ions, Lam.3.39,40.

2. Learn henceto look at finas the moft mifchievous thing
in the world, that yow may hate and fhun it more perfedly.
When men look upon fin ab{tra&ively, onely as a thing done,
they think it not fo dangerous an evilas itis : therefore look at
itin the efle@s of it, and you will fee how mifchievous itis, If
you thould know a man who is -alwayes doing mifchief, where
ever he comes, he poifons one, tabs another, ¢, and leaves
every where fome prints of his villany, how dreadfull and hate-
full would he be unto you? Such athing is Sin : it caufed Ahabs
death,and the dogs licked up his blood; and Pezabels alfo | burnt
up Nadab and Abibs, caufed che Earth to open,and fwallow up
e - | D Corah,

- d




DN Gods Call te hi People
L. RV ah, Dathan,and Abiram ; Rev s Awaniae and Sapphira dead .
SX- i Perers feet. Inaword, it biaft: he Corn, deftroys the fruits
~ %f the Trees; brings difcafes on mens bodies-; brings in Foreign
Enemies upon prople . fills the Earth with muferies, and Hell
with everlafting torments,

3. Learn hence,that if you would have punifhments removed
in mercy, you muft remove fin firft. In difeafes,till the Canfe be
removed, there is no Cure wroughe ; butif the Caufe be done .
away, the fymptomes prefently vanifh. They take a wrong
courfe, that fet their heads, hands, feet, and friends on work to
frce themfelves from fome Calamity, when the fin remains un-
doneaway. Fer, 1. If the Calamity thould beremoved, fin
not being pardoned, nor repented of, it is not removed in mer-
cy, butin wrath : as when a Phyfician takes away his Medicines,
and leaves the difeafe uncured, it is a {ign that either the Patients
eafeis defperate, or that the Phyfician is willing that he fhould

ifh : andif Affliction doth a2 man no good, it doth him much
urt ; for that which doth aeither good nor hurr, is in vain:
but God doth nothing in vain, Butif.fin be rakenaway, either
the punithment will be taken away, or the fting of it. 04j. Da-
vid found it otherwifc, 2 Sam.y2. A. Two cafes, at leaft,muft be
excepred : 1.Of Scandal,when the Nane of God is blafph_med,
ver.14. 2. Whena luft is not fuffidently cleanfed, the luft be-
ing mortified, Pfal 51.8,10. ' '

4. Speedily get fin doneaway ; for the fentenceis gone out,
as {oon as fin is committed, though the execution be deferred
for a ume, Eccle(8.11,12. and tﬁe Decreeis in travail before it
brings forth, Zeph.2.2. and it may be fin is not finithed, Faw.1.
¥5. @ fadas, chough hewas a Thief, vsas let aloneuill he had
betrayed his Mafler. Sce Zech. §. 2,3,8,9. Sin may lyelike 2
fleeping debr, which is not demanded for many years, but if the
debtor hath not an Acquittance, the Crecditor may call for it
when he will, and ca:t him iato prifon,

Vfe 3. for Exhor.:ation : To be like-minded to God, Fph.g. 1.
You call God Fathe: ; be merciful, as vour heavenly Father is
merciful,efpeciatty in forgiving : and Chrilt reaches us inprayer

'
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to call God Father, and to beg of him forgivenefs, and it oplgt™ .2\
thereunto to forgive others that have offended us. Sechigg .-
Chrift argues for this, in A74t. 6. 14,15. and he teaches us &
urge it as an argument in our prayer, for the fetled comfort of
our forgivenefs, Luk.11.4. Obj. Bwt wherein muft we follow
God inthis ? An(. 1.1n his forigiving at the mediation of Chrift,
Eph.4.32. Whena repenting finner comes o Chrift, and Chrift
mediates for him, God for Chrifts fake forgives ; fo fhould we
one that hath offended us, and is forry for it, and ufeth the me-
diation of friends, for his reconciliatton to the offended party.
2.In his preventing mercy,which thews his readinefs to forgive,
Lxk.15.20. When be Was & frea: way off, yet coming, bis father had .
comp.iffion on bim, ran unto him, G-c. Was more quick to pardon,
thenthefon to feek it : fee the effe® ofit in the fon. So fhould
we, not ftay ull an offender hath come up to the height of our
expe®ation, but encourage bcginnin'gs of repentance. 3. In
not flanding too ftrily upon a full facistaion, anfwerable to
our imagination of the greatnefs of our wrong, which many
times is above the offence, and above whar we are able to con-
vince the offender of. See that Parablein Afar.18.22. to the end. -
4.1n his ending controverfies with finners in fuch a way,between
himfelf and them,as may keep them from publick thame; whence -
Gods forgiving, is called his covering fin, Plal.32.1. fo thould -
we : Therefore this is noted as the efle® of love, 1 Pet.4.8. See
the defcr.ption of Fofeph, the reputed husband of the Virgin
Mary, Mar 1.19. his Jultice made him think of pucting her a-
way, but his Love and goodnefs, to do it privily : the contrary

1s condemned in Chriftians, chac will not arbitrate matters, but
goto Law, 1 Cor.5.7.

Ufe 4. for Cemfort, torepenting finners under AtHli&ion :
Think not that you fhall never be freed from them, but be af-
fured, that if thy heart be humbled, and thy fin mortified, God
is as wiliing as able to removeit. No man is in a hard condition,
bu: he thac hath an hard heart, See 1 Per.§.6. Humble your felves
therefore under the mighty band of God, that he may exalt yom in .

due time, - <
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