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TAVING frequently obferved that fome jews at-
" tended rny preaching, 1 was led to reflect on the
orefeit frate of that dear lzf.ghﬂed eople. The
more attentively I confidered the matter, the more
fenfibly was my -:.ompnﬂion excited, and the more
powerfully were 1 my affeftions drawn out towards
thein. At length my ]'iean_ diflolved n pity ; and
¥ determined to preach to them ona fubjelt, in
which, I conceive they are deeply interefted.  This
I did; and multitudes of them, knowing my in-
tention, honoured me with a candid hearing. 'The
difcourfe itfelf I now publith, in compiiance Wlth
the earnefl folicitation of {everal whe heard it ; 1
vindication of myfelf from the crrors and ab fur-
dities fome mercenary printers and bookfellers would
father upon me in thelr [urreptiiions editigis ; and In
hopes that the profits, arifing from the fale of it
among the Gentiles, will mable me to diftribute
the copies gratis to the Jews.

AWILLIAM COCPER.

Landong wepiy 55 1790,
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- The Sermce cammenced with f ngmg the following

H YM N

"I, e -t

THE God of A&r’ﬁam pralfe
Who reigns enthron’d above ;
Anment of everlafting days, - .. :
K . And God of :love:
o J . ]ehovah,gteat [LAM! . -
. o <. By earth andcheav'n confeft ;

& I bow. and'blefs:the facred: name,’
'rI.-m  For ever bleft. SR
| ,~ . The God of Aér hzm ralfe, |

At whofe-fupreme command |
e Frmn earth Trife—and feek the j _]oys
‘ | At his right hand. .
.Tallon earth forfake ;

e o

o TIts w;fdom, fame, and power ;
,, And him my.only portmrx make, -
v My {hield and tow'r.
S ¢ goodly Tant Ifee,

Wlthg,peace dnd p}enty bleﬁ
& land OF fcred libetty,
- And endlefSreft. =
" There milk and honey flow,
. And ¢il and wing abound, ’
And trees.of life for ever grow
With mercy crown d.

The whole triumphant hoft’
Give thanks to God on high';

“ Hail Father, San, and Holy Ghoﬁ i

'"They ever cry
Hail Aér’/mm s God and mine :
T'joint the heav’ nly lays ;
o :mgilt and majefty are thine,
- o And endlefs pralfe.

rr:*'
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THE PRAYER.

OrTH OU Godof Abraham, of Ifaac, and of Jacob!

. ‘behold the company of poor flnners, Jewsand
Gentiles, this day in thy great prefence. O Lord
God! bow down, and blefs with thy {iniles this nu-
merous congregation ; be in the midft of this people
as thou was in the midft of the camp of Irael of old,
and let that glory which went before them be fhewn
unto us. O Lord God Almighty! behold the chil- .
dren of Ifrael ; and ftretch forth, for their deliver~
~ ance, thy hand, which 1s not {hortened that 1t can-
not fave ; and let thine ear, which is.not heavy, be-
inclined to our petitions. We defire to praife thy
name for all the wonders that are récorded in thy
blefled word. ' Thou didft take thy fervant Abraham
of old out of the land where he was; thou didit
call him into a land where he had never been; and
thou didit, contrary fo nature, give him a fon, from
whom thoudidft promifeafeed fhould come, in which
all the nations of the earth thould be blefled. Thou
didft, by wonderful mercies, thou didit, by wonderful
providences, protett them and their children, when
they ftood in need of thy protection. Thine arm was
ftretched forth for their help. Thou didft call them
to go, and it was of thy wifdom that they did go, into
aland where they were in captivity for an appointed
time. There, Lord,thou didft blefs them. Thou waft
not forgetful cf thy promiife ; but, notwithftanding -
their rebellion, thou caufédft them to myltiply into
an.exceeding great pation ; and when the time'ap-
pointed was come, and in the very hour which thou
hadft: appointed, notwithiftanding .their . fréquent:
. | rebellion
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rebellion againft thee, ﬂ;qu ‘W;aﬁ rég‘ardful of thy
“promife, and didft deliver them.  Thou didft bring
them-out of Egypt with a mighty hand ; thou didft -

-divide the Red Séa, that thine Ifrael might pafs

through.. Their enemies, purfuing them, were
overwhelmed in the deep, while they paffed through-
dry-fhod, finging thy praifes. Again they rebelled
againfl thee, and thou. didft lédd ther about 1n 4

~wafte, howling wildernefs; ‘neverthelefs, thou didft

carry thiem like dn eagle, and keep them ds the dpple:

. of thine eye. Thot didftibring down thy. judg-. -

ments upohn thém, yet juftice was always tempered.
with miercy ; and thou didft never punith them as.
their fins deferved, . At lerigth, after forty years,
thou didft brig them into the land which thou hadf:
preparéd for them ; their enemieés, though mighty;,

.fallfing‘befbré them ; there they worfhipped. thee,:

and there they enjoyed. thy prefence; till at length
thou didft take thy préfence for alittle time from
them; and fufferedft thém to fall before  their ene--
mies. Neverthelefs, at thé appomtéd time’ thou’
didft reftore them. They offerided again and agamn;, -
and were again’ dnd again €aptivated, and agdin .-
delivered. .they were under capfivity, according: -
to thy propheciés, feventy years; but thou walt
faithfill, © God! and at the expiration- of the ap-
pointéd time, thou didft {fend thy fervants of ¢ld 16,
be their leaders; and, according to thy promife;:
didft bring thém agaih to their land'; and thy templé
was again reftored ta them.. ' Theéy continued there,:

‘in differeht fatps; ahd conditions, for many- years:y

till; at - length, the; Romans,: the people whom thou:
hadft pesimitted to come; bverpoivered theiii, and-

the feeptré departett fram: Judah, dhd the lawgiver,

from hepveen: bis feet: O kord: God'! thoudidit.fay:
ip thy woid; that thete:fhould then appeard wonden-:
fiil.man upon earth ;- Lioid; téach ys-what we Thauld;

at
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at this day they.have no.prieft, no {acrifice, no tem-
ple, nor can they worfhip thee according to thy law.
Bur thou haft promifed that Ifrael fhall be faved in
the Lord with an everlafting falvation. Let this day,
O God ! be the beginning of their deliverance,—
Now; O God of pods! Light of lights! thine down
into our hearts, chafe away the clouds of unbelief
and ignorance, and give us faith in thee, as Abra-
ham thy fervant had.  Thou didft fay to Abraham,
“In thy feed fhall all the nations of the earth be
blefled.” Many havearifen who have pretended to
be this promifed feed, and have proved otherwife;
but there was a man who, when the fceptre was
about to depart, did great miracles, and the Jews
themfelves bore witnefs of them. Teach us, O
f.ord! what we fhould think of that man. 1f he be
the Mefliah, O God, let us believe in him. Lead :
~ us into all truth, teach us to underftand thy word, J
and thine fhall be the glory. * O Lord! as thisis my
birth-day, let it be the birth-day of thoufands, and
let thy prefence be thewn to Ifrael ina peculiar man-
ner to day. Hear us, O God of Abraham, of Ifaac,
and of Jacob ! and do more and better for us, poor
uanworthy Gentiles, but more efpecially for thine
ancient Ifrael, thy dear people, the Jews, than we
can afk, or think. '

 Qur Father, which art in heaven, &c,”

W"“

HYMN, AFTER PRAYER.

SpT———— o %

- BEFORE Jehovah’s awful t};roﬁe,

. Ye nations, bow with facred joy;
Know that the Lord is God alone,
He can create, and he deftroy,

- His
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. His fov'reign pow’r; without our aid, -

E ' Made us of clay, and form’d -us men 3

And when, like wand’ring fheep, we ﬁray’d
He brought us to hlS fold again, 7

l'n_!-

- We'llcroud thy gates w1th thankful fengs,
High as the heav'ns our voices raife’;

And earth, with her ten thoufand tongues,

Shall fll thy courts W1th foundmg pralfe

Wide : as the world is thy command
Vaft as eternity thy love; . .
Firm as a rock thy truth muft ﬁand
- When rolling years thall ceafe ta m&vg..
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SER M O N,

8¢ Aud in thy feed flall all the nations of the eacth be
| blefled.”  Gen. xxil. 18. |

BLESSED be the God of Abraham for the glorious -
fight which I now behold ! Thoufands of divers
nations, Jews and Gentiles, are aflembled beneath
this roof to hear the word of God! O may the
Spirit of the Almighty enable me to preach it faith-
fully, and may your hearts be opened cordially to
receive 1t ! | |

Gentile finners, you are this day highly honoured
with the prefence of a noble nation. Behold the
ancient Ifrael of God ; and, confcious of your own
Inferiority, reverence them as your {uperiors.

Ye ancient Ifrael of God, we view you with rap-
turous delight and veneration; nor are we athamed
to acknowledge your great {uperiority. ~Our fore-
fathers, forgetting your high defcent, may have in-
fulted you ; but we difclaim their bafe actions, and
would atone for their fauits by double humiliation.
You are the lineal defcendants of God’s ancient
chofen people; we are the children of idolatrous and
execrable Gentiles. To you were committed the
lively oracles of ‘God, while our fathers groped
in ignorance, and perifhed for lack of knowledge.
Yet your fathers prayed for us ; and we, prompted
by gratitude, would imitate, their condutt, and feck
“to do you good. Acttuated by this motive, 1, an un-
S B . wortly
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worthy worm, - prefume this day to preach unto you
the wotd of the Lord. Not that I am wifer than
- you: No; I am only a poor child, completing this
day my twentieth year ; but, convinced of my own
inability to inftruct grey hairs, I earneftly prayed the
Lord to be unto'me a mouth of wifdom.

- Aslamftanding before a company of Jews,among
whom are many learned men, it might. be expected
by fome that [ fhould addrefs them in a learned man-
ner, This, however, I cannot-do; for I candidly
‘confefs, in the prefence of you all, that I underftand -
no language but the Englith. Craving, therefore,

| indu]gence, if, in pronouncing Hebrew names, my
accent fhould be improper, and intreating the moft
candid attention whilft I reafon on the doétrines of
this book with all potlible perfpicuity and plainnefs,
I enter on the great work Lefore me with fear and -
frembling. T
“There 1s little occafton,I prefume, for acquainting
- this aflembly with the remarkable occurrence which
“feems to be a prelude to the gracious promife in my
‘text. For the {ake, however, of thofe who afe un-
‘informed, fhould any fuch be here prefent, a- brief
_recital may beneceflary. | |
. God having called Abraham from his native land -
‘into a ftrange country, gave him the promife of a
{on, from whom a numerous progeny fhould defcend ;
though, atthat time, Abraham was a hundred years
‘old, and Sarah, according to the courfe of nature, paft
‘child-beoring. Abraham believed in God ; but fo far
-was Szrah from thinking {uch an eveat poffible, that
~ when the promife was given, fhe-laughed, fa{ying,
.with an air of incredulity, * Shall I bear a fon:”
‘Neverthelefs, Sarah did conceive, and bear a {en to
‘Abraham; in his old age, at the fet time of which
"~ .God had fpoken to him (Gen. xxi. 2.}; aud from
"him, thus miraculoufly conceived, when the {prings -
~of nature were dried up, the Mefliah himfelf was to
) | - I defcend



defcend in a manner as impoffible in the eye of fenfe,
as a root could {pring up outof dry ground.

For the further trial of Abraham’s faith, God faith:
to him, when Ifaac was grown up, “ Take now thy.
“ fon, thy only {on lfaac, whom thou loveft, and get

“ thee into the land of Moriah, and offer him there,
¢ for a burnt-offering, upon one of the mountains
 which I will tell thee of.” The good man rofe
early in the morning, and taking his fon, and the -
things needful for the f{acrifice, began his journey.
On the third day, O! painful fight ! he lifted uphis
eyes, and beheld the place afar off ‘where his lamb
muft bleed. O! aftonifhing faith ! that enabled him
to proceed at the divine command, while Nature’s
perfuafive voice, like the tempting ferpent, urges
~ himto difobey. But Nature already tleeding, re-
ceives another wound ; for as they went on both of
them together, Haac faid, “ My father; and he re=
“ plied, Here am I, my fon. And hefaid, Behold the
“ fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a
‘“ burnt-offering? ‘And Abraham faid, My fon, God
““ will provide himfelf a lamb for a burnt-offering.”
At fuch a queftion what muft he feel ! how difficult
to {upprefs the tears that were ready to burft from .
hiseyes! <« Ah! dear child, little doft thou think
what I am about to do. Thou art thelamb, My
hand muft fix in thy beloved breaft the deadly fteel.”
He ftruggles againft the killing thought, and perfe-
veres. At length they reach the place. There Abra-
~ ham buildsthealtar,and onthe altar helays the wood
in order. He binds his fon, and lays him on the
wood. Taking the fatal knife, he ftretches forth his . -
hand, and ftands prepared to {lay his fon. O Abra-
ham ! forbear. If thyfaith be deaf to Nature’s voice,
liften one moment to.what Reafon has to fay. “Art
thou not to be the father of many nations ? Is it not
faid, © InIfaac fhall thy feed be called ’ How can
the divine predition be fulfilled if Ifaac dies withe

out a child? Drop, therefore, the knife, and let thy
. - B2 B darling
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darling live.” Butno; the man of God obeys the
voice of heaven ; and nowbehold the fon of promife
teady to receive the mortal wound. Juft at that in-
ftant ¢ the angel of the Lord called to him out of
“ heaven, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither
“ do thou any thing unto him; for now I know that
““ thou feareft God, feeing thou haft not withheld thy
- “{on, thine only fon from me. And Abraham look-
“.ed;-and behold behind him a ram caught in a
“.thicket bv his horns ; and he went, and took the
“ram,and offered him up for a burnt-offering in the

%.ftead of his fon, And the angel of the Lord called
€10 .himk out of ‘heaven the fecond time, and faid,
“ By myfelf have I fworn, faith the Lord, for be-
¥ caufe'thou haft done this thing, and haft not with-
% held thy fon, thine.only fon, that in blefling I will
“ blefs thee;-and in multiplying I will multiply-thy
“ feed astheftars of the heaven, and asthefand upon
““ the fea-fhore ; and thy feed fhall poffefs the gate
¢ of his enemies. And,” then follows the 6RAND
PROMISE, “ In thy feed fhall all the nations of the
~ ““earth.be blefled.” . - S
1, vFhis promife is made to Abraham, that illuftrious
charaéter, whom: Jews and Gentiles reverence, and
whom God himfelf delighted to. honour. Hisname
‘once was Ab-ram, mighty father, but God changed
ifito Abraham, the father of multitudes, ornctions,
as it s faid, Geni xvii. ¢, “ the father of many
- % natipns have.] made thee.” This could not be
fpoken-of him.in,relation to his progeny after the
flefh, for- he was the father of Ifrael only, a fingle
Dation; it-mufi; therefore, defign that {piritual race
ihat; thould {pring from this szep, in.whom all the
Mnations of the.earth.are to be. blefled. We join
with you in .depominating Abraham, by way of
- _eminence, “the father of the faithful.”. How juftly
she deferves thisititle; may be inferred from what hath
- .been faid. , Not becaufe he is etther the author of

faith, or the objett ¢f it, but.becaufe his'faith_mas,ﬁ

| : - w T ai

F
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all men’s, the greateft and moft confpicuéus ; ‘and as
you are his children after the fleth, I pray God you
may be 1mitators of his faithfulnefs.

He is likewife called, “the friend of God ;*' the
moft dignified appellation that ever wasconterred on
a mortal man. In confequence of this friendfhip, he
was admitted to the greateft confidence and familiar-
ity, infomuch that God would not deftroy the cities
of the plain without firft acquainting him with his
defign. ¢ Shall I hide from Abraham that thing
“which I do?” [ grant thatin the Canticles, he
calls his people, collettively, friends ; faying, « Eat,
“ O friends ! and drink abundantly, O beloved !” but
he never {pake to any individual of them but Abra-
ham interms of intimacy like thefe. |

The Jewith nation, being the natural pofterity of
this faithful Abraham, this ?riend of God, and bear-
ing in their countenances the marks of their high de-
{cent, derive no fmall honour from this very circum-
ftance. . The meaneft Jewshas in this refpect more
dignity than the greateft Princes; for kingly defcent
cannot be traced {o high, nor can the proudeft mo-
narch upon earth boaft of {uch noble progenitars.
What warrior can be compared with David; or who
for wifdom and riches, can vie with Solomon? Yet
thefe, O ye Jews! were your anceftors ; and {fo allo
were many prophets and kings, whofe names God
himfelf has recorded with the higheft- honour, thaf
they may be held in everlafting remembrance. - i
we Gentile finners do not, in a manner, honour you
as kings, and account ourfelves your {ervants, _Wefdif-
grace our profeflion. Your nation was: once the
glory and terror of the world, and though that glory
is now 1o more, it would be fhameful'in us to de=
{pife vou ; for the chiefeft glory:of your nation yet
remains, that feed of Abraham, in whom all the nations.
of the earth are to be bleffed. | >

The word feed confines the promife to one family,
and, indeed, to one perfon, that is, the Meffiah; bll:llt

| ine-
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the blefling is. unto all, and. upon all them that be-
lieve. - Call us Gentile dogs, if you pleafe ; we are
{0, and the moft contemptible name is not too bad for
us... - Yet do not with to exclude us from the blefl-
mgs.comprehended in this promife. We alfo hope
for. éternal happinefs through the feed of Abraham,
the MEssran, who, we conceiveé, is already come,
and we ought not to look for another. This you
doubt. This I firmly believe. If I am wrong, may

God: convince me to-day! O convince me before

this multitude ; and let thy Ifrael, if they are wrong,
bowr to the {ceptre of truth, that we may no longer
be:at varianee, -but all confefs the glory of God in,
the promifed {eed. | |
~ Let us, therefore, candidly inquire into thefe three
| particulers: firft, Whether the Mefliah be altually
| come ; feconidly, If he be, who this Meffiah is ; and
thirdly, What bleflings all nations derive from him 2
‘- - Firft, Js the:Mefliah come? It appears to me that
- heis. ‘Infuppott of this I {hall adduce, though I am
! but a child'in knowledge, four Scriptures, which I
think are conclufivé'; wifer men, I dare fay, could

bring a thoufand, - -

. ouThefirft paffage towhich I thall refer, you will find
in the fortyninth chapter of Genefis, where Jacob,

. bleflinghis fons,proneunces the following on Judah:
' {I;‘idahv,z thou art he whom thy brethren fhall praife;

| by harid thall be on the neck of thine enemies ;—
. $Sthy father’s ehildren fhall bow down before thee.
% Judah 1s'a lions whelp ; from the prey, my fon,
| “ftliou art ‘gone up’; he ftooped down, he couched
| 3 as a lion, and:as'an ¢ld lion ; who fhall roufe him
| ¥ up?Thefceptre-fhall not depart from Judah, nor a

gs; for a- moment; ‘confider their import, for men of
. F H .:h . g * 3 - . L r =
S O wifdom

e
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* lawgivet from between his feet, until Shiloh come; -

| | * andunte him fHall the gdtherin ¢ of the people be.”
| - Setting -afide-&ll-the needlefs g'l}je&ions of your
* nation concerning the tranflation of thefe words, let
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wifdom and learning, like you, know that ali objec-
tions of that fort are merely cavils. Allowing the
Hebrew word, which we tranflate freptre, to mean 2

rod, as you fay, yet there is no coubt but it meags

¥

a-ftaff or rod of power, not of affiition. This is

plain from what follows in the {fame fentence— nor
a lawgiver from between his feet;” for you cannot
deny but the word rendered /e—zwgz ver, 1S properly
‘tranﬂated {o that if we leave out the word feeure,

the meaning will be plain enough ; namely, that go-
verning power fhall not depart from Judah til] Sh:]eh
come ; but Judah governs no more—the {cepire is
departed. I-fhall not attempt to prove the exatt time
when 1t did depart ; you are much wifer than I, and
know much betterthan I can tell you. Myargument
1s, that the {ceptre is now departed, and all know-
ledge of regal, facerdotal, and tribal defcent utterly
Toft, Elghteen hundred years, nearly, hath Jeru-
{alem Dbeen deftroyed, nor is there a trace of fove-
feignty remaining, or the hope of it poflible. Are
‘thefe things fo, or are they not ¢ Have you a King,

-or have: you not? Where is your lawgiver? Where
-is the knowledge of your tribes ! I defy the moft
Jearned Jew to tell me which of you 1s-of Judah,

‘which of Levi, or to what tribe he himf{elf belongs.

But this you all know, that the fceptre is departed
from Judah, and a lawgiver from between his feet.
Then'it follows, either that the unchanging God
-hath:fled from his. promife, or that Shiloh is come.
You alfo know that about the time when the {ceptre
-departed, there appeared in the world-a cerTaIN
"MAN, which was afterwards crucified at Jerufalem;
‘and that about that time many of your nation ex-
-peted the Mefliah ; did they not? Let hiftory, let
your own writers’ be witnefles.  But if you will nét
'believethat Shiloh 1s come, why do'you pretend to

believe this promife,: feemg, if he-is not come,-it
-cannet-be'truc?

T};e
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The next proof I thall alledge, is a paflage in the
fiinth chapter of Daniel-—“Seventy weeks are deter-
““ mmed upon -thy people and upon thy holy city,
“ to finith the tranfgreflion, and to make an end of
“ fins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and

“ to bring in everlafting righteou{nefs, and to feal up

“ the vifion and prophecy, dnd to anoint the moft
“ holy. Know, therefore, and underftand, that from

“ the going-forth of the commandment to reftore and

“ to build Jerufalem unto the Mefliah the Prince,

“1{hall be feven weeks, and t®reelcore and two

“weeks; the ftreet (hall be built again, and the wall,
“ even in troublous times. And after threefcore and
“ two weeks fhall Mefhah be curorr,” do you hear
that, O ye Jews! MESSIAH SHALL BE cUT OFF!
- but not for himfelf; and the people of the prince
“that fhall come, fhall deftroy the city and the

-« fantuary ; and the end thereof {hall be with a

*“flood ; and unto the end of the war defolations
“ are determmned. And he fhall confirm the cove-

“ nant with many for one week ; and in the midft of
“ the week he fhall caufe the facrifice and the obla-

- ¢ tion to ceafe, and for the over{preading of abomina-

-

“ tions hefhall make 1t defolate, even until the cone

% fummation, and that determined fhall be poured

*“ upon the defolate.” You pay more refpeét to your
Rabbies and their {ayings, than to God and his law:
One of them hath paffed a bitter curfe on any one

‘that dares to calculate the time of the Meffiah’s com-

ing. He prays that his bowels may gufh out. They
are conicious that he is come, and with, by impre- .
cations like this, to deter you from {earching for the

-truth ; but this will not deter me. I am too young

+

—

and unlearned to enter into accurate computations

but I appeal to the moft learned Jew, whether thefe
feventy jubilee weeks, or weeks of  years, muft'not

- have long fince expired, and confequently, whether

the Mefliah muft not have appeared, and been cutoff,
: - as
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as hiftory reports? Seventy weeks of yedrs amount to
four hundred and ninety years. The period cannot -
beafcertained exactly when thofe weeks commenced.
Some fix one time, and fome another, ‘But that is
immaterial. Let this {uffice, they are long fince patt.
‘Thetext fays,“Seventy weeksaredetermined to finifh
“ the tran{greflion, to'make an end of fins, to make
“ reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever-
“ lafting righteoufnéfs,”, and who can bring in an
everlaftingrightcoufnefsbut an everlafting God? “ to
“ feal.up the vifion'and prophecy, and to anoint the
“ moft holy.” Moft of ({_ou will agree that Mefliah
the prince is here intended; and if not, you muft
confefs he 1s meant when his name is mentioned in
the fubfequent verfes. “ From the going-forth of the
“ commandment to reftore and build Jerufalem to
“ Mefiah the Prince, 1s {feven weeks, and threefcore
“and .two weeks.” Your own malters, if they
would, could calculate this time more exaltly than
I can. However, let me afk your confciences, whe-
ther about the time when thefe feventy weeksdrew to
a conclufion, there was not a remarkable perfon who
gaveout that he was the Mefliah; yea, whether many
of your nation did not:become his followers; and
whether your fathers did not cur oFF that perfon?
as it 18 faid, ¢ the Mefliah fhall be cut off, but not
*« for himfelf.” Alfo, whether he did not pronounce
at - his death, *“ It 1s finifhed !” After this is done,
“ The people of the Prince that fhall come, fhall de-
“ firoy the city.” Now you all know the city of Jea
rufalem is here meant; but you will obferve the de-
ftruétion of it is not mentioned, till after mention is
made of Mefhiah’s being cut off. But who are the
people of the prince that fhall come? Are they.not
the Romans? Did they not deftroy your city, and de-
{olate your nation?  To the end of the war defo-

“ Jations are determined.” Thoufands, yea tens of
| . C - thoufands
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thoifands of: y‘our countrymen, accordmg to Jofe«
phus, perithed in that bleody war | the country was
made a defolation, and fo 1t remains-to this day.
But: you will obfervé, that the Meffiah was ta.be cut
off; before the people of the pnm:e (tiould come, and
d‘eﬁroy our city DEut Jerufalem is deftroyad, there-
fore the Mefﬁah 18 cut oﬁ Why, O Jews! why will
you beblinded through unbelief > Why will you fhut
your eyes againf the clear {hining of truth ¢ Firft,
Meéfliah muft be-cut off; and then, in confequence of
that, the Romans {liall come, and deftroy yaur. city.
Is: ]emfalem deftroyed, or is it not ? It 1s deftroyed ;

atid'your people remain; to this day, fcattered up and
down upon the face of ‘the eaﬂhn God's pramifes

‘ean never fail. " ks, therefore, in vain for yow to fay,

your finfulnefs hinders their fulfilment, ‘Fhis:is not
&eondltlon&}‘ promife, but it iy pofitive; “:Seventy

~ ¥'eeks-are PETERMINED ; the Meffiah siraly be

“eist off.” Whien Ifrael was in Egypt, and the time
canie when God had promited to defliver them, theit
tinwerthinefs ‘did not make God unfaithful, for he
brought thee out the falf-fame night: and {hal the

**fesvent weeks expire, and fhallnot the Meffiah come?

But it 18 {faxd; ¥ He fhall confirmn the covenant
‘. with MARY;" fov one week, that s, feven years,
“andinthe Midst 6P THE WEEK, he fhallcaufe the

¢ fadnifice. and oblation to geafe.” That is, this

Mefhah; whoaver ke is, fhall confirmt the eovenant
of" Ged witly youi: fathers, coneerning himfelf, b

&Ny mfwlﬁ% miraeles, as well as by his life dnd
dottrines. Andin the midft of the week,” that
fs, it ‘about three yaars and a half; after he -begins

ﬁ‘l‘S’ werk of confirming his covenant,  he fhall canfe
¢ the fhcrifice and oblation to.ceafe.” I {uppofe this

mgatts, that by belag cut.off, mot for himfelf, bat as
2 fierifice for the pavple, he fhall, by that oue of-

all
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allthofe facrificesand oblations of the ceremonial law
ineffettual ; for types are ke fcaffolding, which is
taken down when the building is completed.

I remember, concerning that remarkable perfon,
who. appeared about the time thefe {eventy weeks
were expired, that -he wrought many miracles, and
conftantly aflerted that he was the Mefliah; yea,
that he was cu# ¢ff in about three years and a half
after he had .begun preaching ; that his death haps:
pened about the time of the evening facrifice, fome
iuppofing that he groaned his laft at the very mo-
ment the feventy weeks of Daniel were completed,
as the angel {pake to him, about the time of the
gvening oblation. -

The third paffage I {hall produce, you will find
written in the fifth chapter of Micah: “ But thou
““ Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among
“ the thoufands of Judah, yet out of thee fhall he
““ come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Ifrael;
“ whofe goings-forth have been from of old, from
« everlafting,” That the Mefliah is here fpoken of,
and the place of his nativity pomnted out, the Jews
themf{elves acknowledge ; for when Herod enquired
- where the Meffiah fhould be born, the chief priefts.
and fcribes anfwered, in Bethlehem of Judah, al-
ledging this prophecy in proof. That this prophecy
might be fulfilled, God caufed Cefar to make a de-
cree that the whole land fhould be regiftered ; for
‘which purpofe all were commanded to go to their
own city.  Jofeph, being of the family of David,
went fo Bethlehem, where Jefus was born; de-
claring, by his enrolment, of what family he was,
and likewife fulfilling the words of this prophecy.
Where 1s Bethlehem now? From thence, accord-
ing to your own teachers, Mefliah is to come. But
Bethlehem is deftroyed ; therefore Mefliah is come.
Jerufalem is no more;. Bethlehem 1s no more:
therefare, either this péophccy cannot be fulfilled,

/) | Or
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orit is already fulfilled ; for  out of thee fhall he
“come’ forth unto me, that is' to be ‘tuler in
“ Ifrael:” he’fhall go out from me; do the work
which he hath undertaken, and’come to me again.
“ Therefore. will he "give them up, until-the time
“’that the which travaileth hath brought forth ; then
i * the'remnant of his brethren fhall return ‘unto  the
% children of Iffa¢l.” [ cannot tell how you may
~interpret this text; bat F{uppofe it pattly means that

- Ifrael-fhail be givén up, till the fulhefs of the Gen-

tiles fhall come'in. : Then fhall all Tfragl confefs the
Mefliah, and be'{avéd with an everlafting {alvation.
Wheri that glorious event will take place God only
- knows; but [ truft it is not far off. [ think it is
wery near : ‘and he: alone, who ruléth above, kndws
whether this day may not be the beginning of that
. glorious feafon ; and whethier the converfion of the
- “Jews may not be the means-of pri"e'ading the Gofpél
from pole‘to pole. ¢ - Lt T
- The laft Scripture from which I fhall argue the
point is contained jn the third chapter of Malachi:
““Behold; I'will fend 'my meffenger, and he fhall
“‘-prepare’the way before me = and the Lord whom .
¢ ye' feek, ‘{hall fuddenly come-to his temple, even
- ““the meffenger of ‘the covenant; whom ye delight
““int behold, he fhall ‘come, ‘faith the -Lord of
“ hofts:” “Fo’this ‘T fhall fubjoin a paffage in
- Haggai: «“ And'I'will fthake all nations, and the
*“ defire "of "all rations fhall come: and I will fill
% this houfe with glory, faith-the Lord of hofts.
« The' filvér is mine, and the gold is mine, faith
““the Lord of hofts. -The glory of this latter houfe
“{hall’be greatet than of the former, faith the Lord
¢ of hofts: and in thisplace will I give peace, faith
"4 the'Lord of hofts.” " I fhall argue from both thefe
-paffages at once. "Now there is-no' Jew but -will a¢-
‘knowlédge that the {econd templé, built by Zerub-
-babel, was fofar:inferior to that of Solomon, that
SRR S 4 S ‘ there
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there was no comparifon between them; for though
- Herod beautified this {econd temple and lavifhed
valt fums upon it, V(.’ft 1t was not in Herod's power
to make it like Solomon’s in glory. Compared with
that, it was contemptible; but God, for the com-
fort of his people, here promifes t that its clory fhall
exceed the glory.of the. former. . ¢ For the Lord
% whom ye {eek fhall {uddenly come to his temple—
“ even the defire, or defirable .objeét, of ALL na-
““ tions.” And it is evident that the prefence.of the
Mefliah, God incarnate, was, according to this pro- i
mife, to give 1t that. fuperlm o*lory '

‘Now, O Jews! your temple is deﬁ'myed and
you can “have no reafonable expettation of another.
How then can.this promife be fulfilled, if it is not
-already fulfilled? How can the meflenger of the
~ covenant come into that temple which is now de-
ftroyed ? But it is evident it was not to be deftroyed
till he had come into it. As, therefore, it is de-
ftroyed, the meflenger, the defire of all nations, muft
have already come Jinto it. It cannot be {poken of a
third temple, for God confines the promlfe to the
fecond: « I will fill ‘THIS houfe with glory;”~—and
again, “ The glory of THIs LATTER HOUSE (hall be
« oreater than of the former.”

0 Jews ! do ye not now bel jeve ? Shall God pro-
mife, and fhall he not perform? Is he flack concern-
Ing his plomlﬁﬁ’ Will the God of truth amufe you
with falfity 7 By no means: all his promifes {hall be
fulfilled, without the delay of a moment. If he faid
the meflenger thould come to his temple, depend
*upon it he is come, as the Lord hath faid. May
God Almighty enlighten you, that you may fee the
meamng of thele SCr iptures !

It 15 ewdent whoever the ’\/Ieﬁluh 1s, that he i1s
come; and nothing but blindnefs and unbelief,
which have hap},emd unto Irael, can engage them

to look for another.” All theu hopes, “therefore,
| hLe

!
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Jike the paft; muft end in ¢onfufion, till they returs
untd him, from whom they have {o greatly departed.
But you will argue, that, becaufe of your 'ﬁngulnefs,-
God hath withheld his promife for a time.. "Was
God ever want to do fo 7 When he promifed you
“deliverance from Egypt, did-he not deliver yau the
felf-fame night as he had promifed? Did he not bring
you forth with a mighty hand ; lead youthrough the
Red-Sen; and overwhelm your purfuers inthe mighty
deep? Did he not lead y‘ou.fgrt}i years through a
wafte howling wildernefs, and, notwithftanding your
rebellion, brought you into the promifed land¢ If,
thien, God hath been faithful in leffer matters, thall
he not keep his word concerning the Meffiah? Yes; -
he hath kept his word, and Melffiah s come. But
who is the Meffiah? This brings me to enquire, as.I
propofed,. 1 .
detondly, who the Mefliah 18? And this I {hall
do by inveftigating in whom 1s verified all that the
prophets had foretold concerning him. To this end,
I fhall diret your attention to many paffages.in the
book-of God. Look into the twenty-fecond Pfaim,
and read-the firft verfe. < My God! my God! why
“ haft thou forfaken me "’ Thefe words are the lan-
- guage of propheey, and feem to look forward to
omething remdrkable. They were fpoken by Jefus
. of Nazareth when he was in the agonies of death,
“and thoufands of the Jewsheard him. Read alfo
the 7th and 8th ver{es of the fame Pfalm, ¢ All
. ¥ they that. fee me, laugh me to fcorn: they fhoot
“out the-lip, they fhake the head, faying, He
* trufted on the Lord, that he would deliver hime
“let him deliver him, feeing he delighted in him.”
Thele words were alfo fpoken by the multitude, in
- derifion of that.fame perfon, while he hung on the
- crofs®, AR L -
- # Matt, xxvii, 47 .
- _— In
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In the 14th verfe it is faid, “ I am poured out like
* water, andallmy bones are outof joint.” Thisfeems
1o allude to the dreadful death of crucifixion, which,
by the extending of the body, and the {udden jerk it
fuftained when the crofs was put down inte the hole
dug for that purpofe, muft fometimes diflocate the
limbs; and perhaps it was fo with Jefus of Nazareth;
but it.is very remarkable concerning him, that a bone
of him was not broken: Verfe the 1 -'th {ays, “ My
“ ftrength is dried up like a potfherd; and my toncru&
« cleaveth to my jaws, and thou haft brought.me into
« the duft of death.” Who canthe Pfalmitt be {peak-
ing of 2 Thereis fomething very ftriking in the words.
W“ﬂoever he is {peaking of, {eems to be a man of fore
rows, and acquainted w;th grief. His forrows feern
like a burning heat, which hath dried up his {trength,
and caufed a parching thirft. I recollettalfo inothet
paflagein the Pfalms, which fays, “ They gave meallo
“ gall for my meat, and in my thirft thev gave me
vinegar to drink*.” [s it not very furprifing that
all thls thould be fulfilled in Jefus of Nazareth? for
they gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall t
0 ye Jews! is not this very remarkable? But Tet us
read again a part of the 22d Pfalm, “ For dogs have
e compaﬂ'ed me; the aflembly of the wicked have
“ inclofed me.” Q my God! what do I fee?—
“ THEYPIERCEDMY i1ANDs AND MY FEET.” Juftfo
wasitdone to Jefusof Nazareth; and of a truth he'was r
the Sonof God—he is the Meffiah that was to come. F
Hear, O Jews! hear the Plalmift fpeak,  They .
« pierced myhandsand myfeet.” But whois pierced? ]
They pierced mE, faith the mighty God of jacob I. f
But David proceeds in his prophecy, “ They part my ;.
v garmentb among them, and caft lots:upon my vel- fi
« ture.”. - O my. (oul!| who can refift the power of :

“ truth? ) This alfo was exaltlyfulfilled in Jefus of Na-

'* Pfa. lxix, 21. + Matt, xxvi. 48. Mark, xv, 2§, John, xzx 29.
I Zech. xii, 10,

zareth.
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zareth. The Roman foldiers took his garments, and
madé four parts, to every foldier a part; but his coat
being very curioufly wrought; they faid, Let us not
rent 1t but. caft: lots for it, ‘whofe it fhall be: fo
they parted his raiment among them, and upon his
vefture did they caft-lats*. And you elfewhere read
of -the perfon-that betrayed him, “ Yea, mine own
“ familiar friend, m. whom I truﬁed which did eat
““ of 'my bread, hath lift Up his heel againft met”
Now Judas ate with-his Mafter the very night' in
~which he betrayed him, as you all know ; but
from what motive did-Judas betray his Mafter?
Whyhe fold him for gain, and the very fum for which
e was fold, is mentioned by one of your own pro-
phets ;. as alfo ‘what - ife fhould be ‘afterwards made
 of the meney. * And I faid unto them, if ye think
“ good, give'me my, price; ‘and if not, torbear: fo
“ they. weighed for my price tlmty plecesiof filver.
~ “ And the Lord faid unto me, caft it unto the potter;
“ 4 goodly price.that I was priced at-of them, And
1 took the thlrty pieces of filver, and caft them:to
““ the potter in-the houfe of .the LordI.” = When
Judas had fold His Mafter for thirty pieces of filver,
his confcience would not fuffer him to keép them;

* hecame, thereforé, tothe chief-piefts and elders, and
confeffing he had betrayed innocent blood; .thréw
down the money before them 1~ THE TEMPLE. How

. exattly does this agree with the prophecy:juft quoted.
““”And I took the thirty piecesof filver, and caft them
“ t0.the potter i 'the /’zazfzﬁe of the. Lord,”. that 1s,-the
temple; ““ and the ¢hief priéfts and elders, taking
“ council, bOUUht*WIth them the potters field td

| e bury firangers in§.”
. When Jefus of Nazareth was taken by chked
'hands, his d1ﬁ:1ples all forfook hlm, and ﬂed And

/

*]ohn, x1x. 23, 24+ H;i';qxtl; 9. Iv, 12—14, iZPch m‘ 12,13
. ] XKVH;_% 7: *

this
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thiswas preditted by the prophetZechariah.“ Awake,
“ O {word! againft my fhepherd, and againft TrE
“ man that is my FELLOW, {aith the Lord of hofts:
“ {mite the thepherd, and the fheep fhall be {catter-
“ed®” Read alfo in Haigh, “I gave my back to
““ the fmiters, and my checks to them that plucked
“ off the hair: I hid not my face from fhame and
“ {pittingt.” Notonly wasthe back of Je{us{courged,
~as the Evangelift informs us,  but they {pit in his
“ face, and buffetted him, and fmote him with the
“ palms of their hands {.” His death was foretold
- by the prophet Daniel, * Mefliah fhall be cut off §.”
And the manner of his diffolution was prefigured by
the brazen {erpent, which Mofes fixed on a pole |.
 I'{hall beg leave to read a part of the fity-third
chapter of Haiah, “For he {hall grow up before him
“as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry
“ground ; he hath no form nor comelinefs : and
“ when we fhall {ee him, there is no beauty that we
“ fhould defire him. He is defpifed and rejeéted
*“ of men ; a man of {orrows, and acquainted with
“ griefs ; and we hid as it were-our faces from him;
- ““ he was defpifed, and we efteemed him not. Surely

“ he bath borne our griefs, and carried our {orrows ;-

“ yet we did efteem him ftricken, {mitten of God,
“ and. afflicted. But he was wonided for our trani-

-« greflions, he was Jruifed for our iniquifies :- the

“ chaftifement of our peace was upon him, and with
““ Lis flripes we are healed. All we, like theep, have
“ gone.aftray ; we have turned every one to his own
- “ way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity
“ of us all. Hg was opprefled, and he was affli¢ted,

““ yet he opened not his mouth ; he is brought as a

“lamb to the {laughter ; and, as a fheep before her -

¢ f{hearers 1s dumb, fo he opencth not his mouth,

* Zech, xiii, 7 1 Ifa]'[li\r& i]; Matt, xxvi, 67. § Dan. 1x. 26,
' ' umb. XX1, Qs
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* He was taken from prifon and from judgment :
““ and who fhall declare his generation ; for he was
“ cut off out of the land of the living: for the trani-
‘“ greflion of my people was he firicken. And he
““ made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich
“m his death ; becaufe he had done no viclence,
“ neither was any deceit in his mouth.” According
- to the acknowledgement of one of your own teach-
ers, this prophecy hampers you more than any other ;
and fome of you have wifthed it had not been written,
~or that 1t were expunged from the Old Teftament
- writings. -1t is a.rule among {fome of you, that you
muft believe all your teachers. Many of then have
attempted to explain this Scripture ; and moft of
them have diftered in their fentiments concerning it.
Some have affirmed 1t relates to David, fome to Jo-
fhua, fome to Zechariah, and others to Zerubbabel.
But, agreeably to your own rule, you muft believe
them all. Now one of them has explained it as re-
ferring to the Mefliah,  Why then do ye not believe
him ¢ And he has tranflated the words, “{mitten
“ of God and afflilted”—God Limfelf was [mitten and
Jumbled. But wife men, like you, will not be blind
followers of any man’s opinion. [ask you, therefore,
-of whom doth the Prophet here {peak ? You know,
O Jews that he {peaks of the Mefliah, who was
< cut off >’ for your fins—who made his grave with
“« the wicked,’—was crucified between two thieves,
¢ and with the rich in his death” ~—for he was buried
in the grave of a rich man, O Jews, through this
man only can you have hope for everlafting life.
But you will fay, “Iwill not believe in a crucified
“ God, a God thathath been hanged.” Butwhy not?
becaufe theveil 1s fijll upon your hearts; and unlefs
the great God is'pleafed to remove it, I know that
the é)oliﬂlnefs of my preaching will neyer convince
you. So you fay,.you will not have a crucified Sa-

yioyr! What! nct have him whom the Pfalmift per-
| {onates
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fonates, when he fays, « They pierced my hands
“ and my feet:” What! not believe in him “ who
“ hath borne your forrows,” and, as the Prophet
{peaks, « cafts your fins into the depths of the fea 2”
Willyounot have this Prince to reign over you? But
vou fay’ ‘¢ it was never deligned that your Mefliah
~ « fhould be a fufferer.” Youcertainly know other-
wife ; for it was fore-ordained that he fhould be cut
off—that the fword fhould awake, and {mite the
fhepherd, God’s equal, and that the fheep fhould be
fcattered, and all with a view that the faying might
be Verlﬁed “1 have trodden the wine-prefs a]one,
« and of the people there was none with me.” But
~who is God’s equal? Is the wifeft prophet—is the
greateft monarch equal with the great God? Nay,
1s the higheft archangel in Heaven his equal & No.
— Y ou fhudder to entertain fuch an idea. But the

text fays, “againft the MAaN thatismy FELLOW, my
“ gquAL:”’ and this 1s no other than that szzfd

“ which fhould be born, that Soz which fhould be
“ given,the Wonderful, Counfellor, the mighty God,

« the everl lafting Father the Prince of Peace *.”
“ TheGod-man, “the \/Ieﬂiah that{eed of the woman

“ which hath b1u1fed the felpent s head; and in
““ whom all the nations of the earth fhall be bleﬁed.”
But your Mefliah 1s {poken of in Scripture as a pro-
phet, prigft, and king. He is a prophet. T will raife
“ them up a prophet from among their brethren,
‘“ like unto thee, and will put my word in his mouth,

¢ and he thall {peak unto them all that I fhall com-
“mand him. And it fhall come to pafs, that who-
“ ever will not hearken unto my words, which he
“ fhall {peak in my name, I will require it of him +.”
This prophet is to be “ raifed up ?rorn among their
““ brethren.” Jefus of Nazareth anfwers to the cha-
rater fo far. He was born a Jew, of the {eed of

* T{a. 1x. 6. T Deut., xviit. 18,

D 2 Abraham,
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Abraharn, of the tribe of ]udah of the houfe of"
David, in Bethlehem of Judah. He is, moreover,
to be like Mofes in meeknefs ; “ he was as a lamb
“ dumb before the fhearers.”” In power and work-
ing miracles, the winds and the wavesobey him ; he
dlfcemed the thoughts, raifed the dead, and healed
all manner of difeafes. “And hIS miracles were not
merely as marvellous as thofe which Mofes wrought,

but-vaftly more aftonifhing. Some of you, how-
ever, w 11] ay, it was all delufion, and nethmcr better
than enchantment. But an affertion is not a proof.
Y ou alfo fay, that he obtained the power of working
miracles, by ftealing the. greatr name Jenovax out
of the temple But in faylng this, you do in effect

- {ay, either that he overpowered God and {o ftole

the name againft his will; or that God was carelefs
about it ; or that bemg wﬂhnfr he fhould take 1t, fet

his feal 0 2 lie, and thus fuﬁered thoufands of poor

finrrets to be deluded. . But I hope you-wilk be dif-
pofed to confefs the truth, that this is the very pro-

phet which God had fo long promifed. If he had

not been theanointed of the Lord, never, never would

thofe miracles have been. mouo-ht which fo clearly
évitice that lie was the true Mefhah. Jefus caft out
devils ; and if Satan caﬁ out Satan, his kingdom

_cannot fand ;- bat evll {pirits themfelves confefs,

“ Thou art the Holy One of God ;" .and they afk,

é Art thou come to torment us before the time

They had no power to enter into the {wine till they

had firft obtained his permufiion.

e laft proof that Jefusisthat pfophet which was -

to arife, you will find in the book of Deuteronomy ;
“When-a Prophet fpeaketh in the name of the Lord,

 if the thing follow not, nor come to pafs, that is
“ the thing which the Lord hath not fpoken*.” But
it hath not been {0 with our Prophet, He prediéted

f_ Deut, Xviii, z__z. |
concerning
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concerning Jerufalem, the three-walled city, that it
fhould be deftroyed, and that ¢ one ftone of the tem-
“ ple thould not be left upon another, that thould not
““ be thrown down.” All the efforts of wicked men
torebuild ithave proved abortive,and the place where
it once ftood can {carcely be afcertained. He alfo
foretold that “in the latter days fal{e prophets thould
““arife, and ‘decelve many.” That prediction is now
fulblling. He alfo foretold his own death, and va-
‘rious other things, which we cannot new mention,
all of which have been, or will be, exattly accom-
lifhed. And as Mofes inftructed the people, fo did
hrift ; and particularly in the law of love. Is it not
declared ‘““ He that will not hearken to my words,
“ which he fhall {peak, I'will require it of him. "There
appears to be fomething more implied than {poken
in this {entence. [ am ready to believe 1t refers to the
bleeding {orrows of yournation for rejecting the Mef-
fiah : and till vou repent, and turn unto him, your
wounds will not be healed. Come, dear-Jews! come
and learn of our Prophet and yours. He will teach
you the meaning of all your types and fhadows. He
will thew vou the {pirituality of the moral law, and
how you may be delivered from the wrath to come.
Y our Mefhah 1s a grieff as well as a prophet. “The
“ Lord hath {worn, and=vill not repent: thou art a
“ prieft for ever after the order of Melchizedek *.”
He 1s the great, the everlafting High Prieft of Ifrael.
Does-every hwn prieft offer a facrifice ? What doth
he fay. © Sacrifice and offering thou didft not defire ;
“ burnt-offering and fin- oﬂermcr haft thou not re-
“ quired. Then faid I, Lo, I come todo thy will.
“ O GodI!” And he offered not the blood of bulls
and goats, but his own blood. ¢ Thou haft made
“ his {oul,” faith Ifaiah, “a facrifice for fin :” and
by that one offering, he hath for ever perfetted them

* Plalm ¢cx, 4, I Plalm xl- 6—8,
| , * C that
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that believe. And now “ the Lord is gone up with
a fhout””—he 1s entered into the Holy of Holies, the
heaven of heavens, where he now appears, * mak-
“ ing interceflion for the tranfgreffors *.”

Our Jefus of Nazareth is alfo 2 King.  Rejoice
“ oreatly, O daughter of Zion! fhout, O daughter
*“ of ]erufalem' behold, thy King cometh unto thee
“ he 15 juft, and having falvation ; lowly, and riding
: upon an afs, and upon a colt the foal of an afs t.”
You expett your King to appear like a conquering

" Alexander, {urrounded with great worldly pren—

dour: but hear, O ye Jews! he ‘was to come
“ lowly, and riding on an afst.” And did he not
accomplifh this Scripture, when he rode to Jerufa-

-lem, alternately on an afs and an afs’s colt ¢ while

attending thoufands, with joyful acclamations, cried,
« Hofannah to the Son of DRVId | bleffed is he that
‘“ cometh in the name of the Lord!” But it was
not a.great while after that thefe very men, many
of them however, exclaimed, with the moff im-

placable malice, ¢ Crucify him | crucify him 1"

What' crucify your King ? Yes O Jews! and you,

of the prefent generation, I'CJG& that very King.

1 Be afTured notwithftanding, that “ God h'tth {et him

“ upon his holy hill of blon, and folemnly faid,
“ Thou art my Son, this doy have I begotten thee.
““ Ak of me, and I will give thee the heathen for
““ thine mherltance and the uttermoft parts of the
«carth for thy pofleflion J.”— Thou fhalt have
<« dominion from fea to fea, and from the river unto

< the ends of the earth §.”— Sit thou at my nﬂht
“ hand, until I make thine enemies thy footftool .7

S Th throne, O God, 1s for ever and.ever: the
“ fceptre of thy kingdom is a right {ceptre. Thou
“ Joveft nuhteoufnefs and hateft wwkednefs . there-
““ fore God thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil

" *Ifaliii. 8. +Zech.ix,g. 1 Plalmii, 6—8.

§ Pfﬂlm lx}di. 3- H Prﬂlm Cx. Le
. “ of
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« of gladnefs above thyfellows®” If thislaft paffage
be not explained with reference to dne who s both
God and man, it never can be explained at all.
Such a perfon 1s Jefus of Nazareth, the Son of God,
and King of Ifrael, who was to reign in rightcouf-
nefs, and rule i Judgment .

There 1s onc thing I might have mentioned bhe-
fore, but will not omit it in this place. The Scrip-
- tures not only predift the death of Chrift, but his
re{furrection alfo. Jonah’s deliverance trom the
whale’s belly was an emblem of this ; and the Pialm-
ift, in the perfon of the Mefhah, {ays, “ Thou wilt
“ not leave my f{oul n hell,” the place or the dead,
“ neither wilt thou {ufter s4ine Holy One to fee cor-
““ ruption ||.” And, as though he were addrefiing him
—< Thou haft afcended on high, thou haft led cap-
“ tivity captive ; thou haft recéived gifts for men,
“ yea, for the rebellions alfo, that the Lord God
“ might dwell among them §.” But who is afcend-
ed? Why, “ God hath gone up with a fhout, and
“ our Lord with the found of a trumpet.” But be-
fore he afcends, he muft defcend ; and vou all very
well know, that God, as a Spirit, who fills every
place, cannot be {aid to afcend, or defcend : it is,
without doubt, therefore, the jnucarnate God who is
here {poken of—the man who groaned on Calvary
~—role from the dead the third day, and by many
infallible proofs, manifefted himfelf to be the rifen
Saviour ; and then, after forty days, in the prefence
of a great multitude, was taken up, aud a cloud re-
ceived him out of their fight.

But all this, O Jews! you ftumble at. But though
a “f{tone of ftumbling, and a rock of offence to
“ both the houfes of Ifrael |, he is, neverthelefs,

the foundation, the tried ftone, the precious corner-
itone, which God hath laid in Zion §. Nor is

*Plalm xlv. 6,9, + Ha xxxi. 1, Pfalim xvi, 10,
 § Plalm lyviii, 18, || M. ville 14, 9 Ifa, xxviii. 56.
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there {alvation in any other. Dear Jews! are you
‘not convinced? Behold the rocks, the elements,
are your inftru€tors ! for at the death of Jefus, the
earth trembled—the rocks were rent—the graves
were opened—many fhrouded bodies arofe from

their fepulchres—the fun withheld its wonted light,
and a tenfold darknefs enveloped the face of day.
" Dionyfius, a heathen philofopher, beholding this
~dreadful fight, and knowing it to be contrary to
-the common courfe of nature, for an eclipfe of the
fun to happen at the time of the full moon, 1s report-
“ed to have exclaimed, * Either the frame of nature
-« is diffolving, or the God of nature fuffers.” And
when I tell you that this man was afterwards a con-
vert to Chriftianity, it may, perhaps, give energy to
the language he then uttered. Now, if the things |
have beenfaying concerning Jefus of Nazareth benot

- trues why did not fome writers of that day, inflead
of firengthening their evidence,as fome of them have
done, contradi€t them at the time they-were furft pro-
pagated ? Jofephus, your own-hiftorian, fo far from
denying what I 'have been preaching, feems to be
- half aconvert. Hear what hefays upon this point.
« About this time there was one Jelus, & wife man,
if a man he may be called, who was a great worker
of miracles, and a teacher of thofe that were cp-
“tious, and defirous to learn the truth ; and -he had
a great many followers, both Yews and Gentiles. This
was the Chrift thatwas -accufed by the princes and -
ercat men of our nation. Pilate delivered him up to
the crofs ; and, notwithftanding all this, thofe that

~ Joved him at firft did not forfake him. He was {een
alive again the third day:after his crucifixion, ‘as had
been foretold, with a thoufand other things, by feve-
ral prophets, and there are a fort of people, who, to

. this day, bear the name.of Chriftians, as owning him,
for théir Read*.” Who can withftand fuch evidence ?

Jofephus, baok 18, chaP-"iii..
- Can
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you, O ye Jews! No; I am firmly petfuaded that
many, I had almoft faid every one OF you, are fully
convmced that the Mefliah 1s come, and that Jefus of
Nazareth is that Meffiah.

~ I'now proceed to the third thing pmpofed the
bleffings promifed to be derived from him—* In thy

“ {eed fhall all the nations of the earth be blefled,” I

hope vou will excufe my brevity on this head, as I
have preached till 1 have nearly exhaufted all my
ftrength.  There is a {weet promife for you, my dear
Jews,nthe book of Ifaiah *, where the prophet {peaks

of the root of Jeffe, which you know 1s the Mefliah, .

as “ ftanding for an enfign of the people, and fays,
 to it fhall the Gentiles feﬂk and his reft {hall be

~ “ glorious ; and in that day the Lord fhall fet his

“ hand again the fecond tlme to gather you from the
“ nations where you are dﬂperfed " Youfay, you
are not reftored from your former captivity ; but that
isnonfenfe. God had fixed a time to deliver you, and
he was faithful to his word. He never was wont to
punifh, even for the fin of idolatry, but to the third or
fourth generation, What then hath Ifrael done, that
he fhould caft them off fo long? O Jews! ycu have

rejefled the Mefliah—that is the reafon; and to this

day you obftinately reje€t him. But if you now be-
lieve, the curfe fhall be removed, and you thall be

blefled in him. Pray do not any longer reject him who .
15 the only hope of Ifrael ; he waits to be gracious to

you, and to blefs you ; but he cannot un]efs you bé-
lieve in him., Itis a truth moft certain, that the

Jews are preferved a diftin€t people for the purpofe

of accomplifhing a variety of promifes, and that when- .

the fulnefs of the Gentiles 1s brought in, a/ ifrael

~ will turn to the Lord Mefliah; and pl‘obab]ythelr cone -

verfion will be the great means of effelting the uni-
+ verfal fpread of the Gofpel I am certain, however,

* 112, x1. 1o,

E | that
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that ¥ God hath not:caft away his; people whom he
foreknew.” Itis.evident from their prefent condition.

-,

-which is nothing leJs.than a ftanding miracle, that
‘they are preferved for fome very extraordinary event.:
_Never didany other people fubfift, for a fingle century

=

1
o
Ll

only, wholly feparate from their conquerors, Never
did: any other people, difperfed. through io many na-

“tions, continue as. with.a wall of fire round about

_them, not forrone,age merely,

Dbut for-thoufands. of

.years., Look at a Jew, and you fee a miracle ;—his
.nation is ftamped on his countenance ;. and 1t 15 an
honourable nation.—Look. at a Jew, and you {ee a

man tenacious of the traditions of his, fathers; but

. incapable of obeying one of the ordinances of:Mofes

LY

L]
]

¢

-r'W.i‘thou*t,'a' ;gmﬁ/ex, -girithgut ) prigﬂ:, With,out' a facrf—

. fice, or a capability of offering to God an acceptable

fervice.—Look at a Jew; and you are a witnefs of the

| accbmpli_{hment. of all the threatenings of ,Mgfes,]a.nd

. the_prophets. . Behold a Jew, and you fee an expect-

L |
off ol
"I

ant of the. fulfilment of ; the Scriptures, and a monu-

fu

- i 1

ment. of .their, veracity for, the. time will come, 1

hope it is near, when all {lract fhall be faved. * Ll

l.lllq-"
Fa

& make an endsof ajl nations, but I will never, make

"«  full end of. thee.” . And how happy }, fhall be, -

. of  falvation to

if God is pleafed to make my. words: the ‘beginning
but one of Abraham’s feed?. that,the

. Redeemer may come, to. him from Sion, -ang _turn

+ 1
L)

2

[

b

l: :f‘G?..d‘é.' W}lyj;. :der‘iﬁhnerS? A : ratiir, |
 Lam,as certain, as that this book of God 1s giyen,

a

'-.
r
- {
»

away.ungodlinefs from Iracl. |

' And now,.Sirs, what fay you ?.- Have Lipoken, t0
you, though.in .great weaknefs,. yet the words of
truth 3, If L have been unfaithful, may 1. not fpeak

other word b But if 1 have difplayed the fruth of
‘will, ye -be flill, blinded ¢

'
! ’

- n

L. - o -
L

-by.infpiration,, that .many _df, your. nation are,.con-

- ..vinced that dur.Jefus isthe promifed feed 3 for fome

L]

of your teachers have exhorted their friends, when
o their dying-beds,. to believe in the fame Meffiah

" which

— e ——————
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which Chriftians acknowledge ; and yet thefé men,
in-public; wiil deny that he 1s the Mefliah. What
dgoes all this prove, but that they ftubbornly refift -
the Tight, and ftifle’ the convittions’ of their' con--
{cience ? Tam perfuaded that many of you are con~
vinced of the truth of what I have been faying ;
but you are attached to your-old religion; you are -
averfe to the idea of changing it, and fo you rejéél.
the counfel of God, and the only Mefliah, Some
of ‘you are learned men.~—>Seéarch the Scriptures.—
You think you underftand them better than- we.
Gentiles do ; but, affure yourfelves, there aré many
poor, unlearned Gentile Chriftians, who can better
explain the typesand {liadows of your law than the
moft learned of the Jews.. ‘What fay you to thefe
things? If Jefus be not the Meffiah, why were the
prophecies fo exaltly fulfilled in him?  If you will
not believe in Jefus, do not believe your prophets.
If you want another Saviour, 'thew us another law.
If you rejett Jelus, rejelt Moles allo; for Mofes |
{pake of him. -~ -~ ’7
Jefus 1smy Saviour ; my foul relies onthim: = And
though he 1s the ftone which.is ¢ fet-at nought by
““ you builders, he is, neverthelefs,-the head-ftone of
the corner. Neither is their falvation in any other.”
If you rejett him, you rejeét everlafting life ; you
are condemned by your own law, being incapable of
worfhipping God as that law requires; you have not
the benedittion pronounced upon you, for none was
permitted to pronounce it but the High Prieft. But
in Jefus all nations {hall be blefled— Jews and Gen-
tiles. "The Gentiles among whom you dwell believe
in Jefus, and are blefled in him; and fhould you afk,
I am fure they would tell you, that they never knew -
whit true’joy'and happinefs méant, till they believed
in him. But, perhaps, you are athamed to acknow-
ledge him. Whyf{o? You will not be alone—others
have done it before you. There was Xeres the Jew,

) whofe

e —
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whofe book I now hold up, he is a witnefs againft
you. He was converted to the Chriftian faith in
1710, and has tranflated many paffages of your He-
brew Bible, and proved, from your own books, that
Jefus is the true Mefliah. O may the Spirit of God
. .difpofe you to follow his example! and then fhall -
, you be completely blefled in time, and to eternity.
'The God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and the -
God of Jacob, look down upon you with compla-
céncy, and enlighten your dark underftandings ; and

may you become witneffes with. me, that Jefus of
Nazareth is the true Mefliah !

HYMN.

FROM all that dwell below the skies,
-~ Let the Creator’s praife arife ;

Let the Redeemer’s name be ‘sung,

Through every land by ev'ry tongue.

|
|
ii
g
;4
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Eternal are :th'y merciesy Lord,

Eternal truth attends thy word

‘Thy praife shall sound from shore to shore,
Till suns shall rise, and set no more,

POSTSCRIPT.
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POSTSCRIPT.

A HAND-BILL of Brothers’s Prophecies having beern
juft given to,me by a Jew, I beg fora moment your farther
attention.

MEN of Israel. Many of you object to the embracing
Chriftianity, because there are amongft us so many sects

and parties. But, let me candidly ask you, were there not
' many parties and sects among yourselves in ancient days ?
Were there not Pharisees, Sadducees, Herodians, and many
others which I cannot enumerate? A person has put into
my hand a paper respecting the Prophecies of Brothers ;
but I give nosort of credit to the whimsies of such a mad-
man. I confider him, nevertheless, as a striking proof of
the inspiration of the New Teftament, which has expressly
foretold, that ¢ in the latter days, many false prophets shall
¢ arise, and fhall deceive many.” If any thing be predited,
and it comes to pass, agreeably to the time foretold, you
may have some reason to believe it; but when a- man has
the confidence to prophecy what is ieveraccomplished, you
are in duty bound to reject him as an imposter. The pro-
phecies of this enthusiast are not fulfilled, nor ever will be.
He is, undoubtedly, one of those false prophets the Scrip-
tures speak of ; and, as be hath arisen, be not surprised if
- you hear of many more. Their pretensions do but concur,
~ though without defign, to evince the authenticity of that
Gospel, which was preached by the Apostles of Jesus of
Nazareth.

The Lord God of Abraham bless you all } |

1

PRAYER,
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PR ’-&YER AFTER: SERMON.

-y
-

01‘0RﬁGod ofAbrahém f do tholi' Be' pleaseﬂ to com-
mafid’ thy blef.i.“Dd thou now unseal thé dark things of -
prophecy, anc g: ¥ US_a saving acquaintance with' all tha

tmﬂjs’bﬂhy lfo’l Wk Nohé candindirstaiid theri arlght‘

.

butas’ thidl ar't pleatcd to teach tbem. Lord do tho Shiew -
to-this’ peo’pie that Jesuis 6f Nazaféth is the Messiali'y shety ”

thetty ‘thaﬁfe“is thé King I‘hatt' rjefé’ns 1 ZIUH ‘and that’ he
shiﬂ*'i*e:gn il all his énerfics'dre undeér His feet; Do thou

taRéthi™eil from Alf our hear’f@, thou' dedr Lamib ofGod
WﬁWaﬁT&&&ﬁéd’ for 6 our fins.”* At thy death the'sun’was
darﬁéﬁ%& Lt‘he t'ock Wik ﬂlnkch’ ‘the brai & wcre:*dpened

- 11

—

an’? the Vel f‘the temple Was feiit ih tiwaln fioin thic; ‘top to

il‘- -fiq.:

1.113’5(:.’&3f‘iﬁl"."‘i 5E rcnd thou the veil fro“” fie He‘”ta of thy |

elﬁif"flsrae now ”beféfe’thee 3 lef’th"dbe fo longcr'ﬂel uded, ™

JH "'ihiﬁ

bit” sja.#éc} fhem %vlfh an’ cverlastmg saIvatlon. O Lordh'

i!uj‘u o ~ s

isﬁ‘ifss them and us 'with thy divine blessm’g, for the alone’

[ 1 J

st et
Sﬂk GF MESSI WhO was Cﬂt Oﬁ“ fOI’ 0111.' SlI]S WhO WES

FEL whW o

e ® F R

. ﬂ " R Y
ralscd"ﬁ'om ‘the "dead for ‘our Justrﬁcatmn, and wﬁo ever
o et il rk {33 - ﬂ‘: .
ll"fﬁﬁl to makeé lnteTCGSSIOH far us. Amcn. | -
.-.J T LY 14 } e b e ma
 'the ﬁeac"e of GccT whlch passeth all underﬁandmg,

ALt

,corﬁé"dow fférﬁ heaven info ‘all your heats I May the

Jr "

Holy §pir’i" by l_ns sacted’ 1l]ummatlons, lead ‘yoi into all”
i, uriold {6 'you the mystefious words of propﬁecy, and -

KSR I 2T b L3 ol Lota e mad
cause yoi: to bel lieve i that Savmur whom your r fathers ¢ Cru-

BT o s -

cified? Then Lrhiif Yo join“with s Gentiles, in asc¥ibing -
to Him, with t!'ne Fathcr and the Holy Ghost, everlafting
praises. Amen,
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