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Fuf publifbed by the fame Author,
A Sermon preached at York, occafioned by the Death of the
celebrated JoHN DEALTRY, MiD. 2d Edit.  Pr, 6d.
Tn November next will be publifbed by theJame Author,

Notes and Obfervations on the Epiftle of St.Paaf to the
Romans, to which is prefixed a Differtation on the Character
and Conduct of that Leamned. Apoftle.
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WHEREFORE THEN SERVETH THE LAW!

cerning the decifions of God, for whilft the Creator is.

* from everlafiing fo everlafling, knows the paft, the pre-
fent, and the future, the Creature is circumfcribed in his Ideas,
his days are 7 as an band breadth, and his age is as nothing:
Yet, however fhort the Life of Man'is, or however limited his
Underftanding, he cannot but difcern and confefs the aftonifh-
ing goodnefs of God, that Goodnefs which hath been evidently

apparent, in every Age and Period of the World. . Since the
Almighty formed  the Heavens and the Eartk, he never left -

bimfelf without W:tm_’/} but continued to manifeft himfelf gra-
dually, § a_fundry times, as St. Paul tells us, and in divers man- -

ners s

IT is difficult for Man to form any juft judgment con-

* Pl.xc.2, '+ PLoxxxix. 5. § Plxc. 2. Adts xvii, 24

.§ Heb.i. 1. See Gen. ii. 23, 24. Matt. xix. s, Mark x, 7. -1 Cor. *Vi. 16..' |
See Bithop Bull on the Subject, p., 182. and Furiew’s Crit, Hift, Vol.'I. P 34-
By Vifious, Gen. xxxi. 24. Job xxxiii. 14, 5. By the Prophets, Heb. i. 1.’ %

Prm;.bmg, Titus 1. 3. By the appearing of our Sawam‘, 2 Tim. 1. 10. Num xn
b,7,8. By Dr:m.r, Job iv. 13, Gen, xx. 3. Dan i, 1.
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szrs: at firft by the * light of Nature, and when that light
nroved 1nfufficient for the important purpofes of Religion,
+ H: then effablifbed a Teflimeny in Facob, and appointed a Law
i Ifra!) sohich be commanded our Forefathers to teach therr Cinl-
dren, that their Poflertty might know 1t, and the Children wbich
scre vet wnberi, to the intent that when they came up they mizht

Fowo their Clildren the fome, that they might put their trufl in God,
crd ot forget the works of God, but keep bis Commandments.

THUS, as the capacities of Men differed, 1n different Ages
of the World, the external form of Rehigion differed alfo. To
the Religion of Nature the I Patnarchal, to the Patriarchal
the Mofaie, to the Mofaic the Chriftian Difpenfation fucceed-

ed, all concentring to one and the {fame point, the Inftruion
and Salvation of Man. |

THE Sacred Writers have repeatedly informed us, that the
Great Scheme of our Redemption 1n Chrift Jefus, was || fore-

crdained before the foundation of the wirld: §God feeth not, as Man
feeth; Qa thoufand years in bis fight are but as yelferday; .} He
declares the End from the beginning, and from Ancient Times, the

things

* Rom. i. 19, 20. — il. 14, 15- Jer. i 15.  Ray’s Wiildom of God in the
Creation, and Cic. de Natura Deorum,

+ Pi. lxxviii. 5, 6, 7. This Law may properly be divided into three feveral
and diftin& parts: in regard to the Jdral part, which is eternal and unchange-
able, fee Deut. ix. 15. Exod. xxiv. 1. Ibid, xxxii, 15. Matt. xxii. 40." ‘The Ce-
remaonicl and Fudic! parts, were peculiar to the Jews only; Adts xv. 21, Ibid.
x. 23—2¢. Heb. viii. 6—13.

1 So called from Dargiz and agyus. See Edwards’s Survey of Religion, B. i.

§ Ephef. 1. 2. Cal.i. 26. Tit.i. 2. Pet. 1, 20. Seeallo Fenkiri’s Realon-
ahlensfs, Vol. IL.
§ 1 Sam. xvi. 7. q PL xc. 2. { Ifaiah Ixvi. 10, 11.

-
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things that are not yet done; His ways are equal and juft; He
difpofes all Events, even the moft diftant, with unerring Wif-
dom; He guides the whole fabric of the Univerfe, and all
things therein contained, with the fame Almighty facility, with
which he at firlt created them. ‘When thercfore ¥ the moft
High divided to the Nations their inberitance, and determined the
bounds of their habitation, he for reafons the moft excellent,
though fimple Man will not allow 1it, - chofe Iﬁ-gei Jor bis pe-
culiar Treafure, as the Plalmift aflerts; 7. . He diftinguifhed
the Yews eminently, by giving them § Statutes more Righteous
than any other Nation, for unto them as the Apoftle exprefles
it, || appertained the adoption, and tihe Glory, and the Covenant, and
the giving of the Law, and the Service of God, and the Promifes.
Why then did the Almighty make his Will known to Mofs,
by the Miniftry of § Angels? Why take the people of Ifraef
under his more immediate prote¢tion? Why vouchfafe to them
{o very extraordmary a Revelation? Why affign them, {o pe-
culiar aConftitution, or as the Apoftle puts the queftion,Where-
fore then ferveth the Law? What in truth, was its chief end,
and real purport? St. Paul who afks the queftion, does him-
feif affign the reafon: ## was added, {ays he, to the preceding

fyttem of Religion, 7.e. to the Patriarchal, Jecaufe of tranf-
greffions, becaule at the time, when the Mofaic Conftitution
was furlt eftablifhed, Mankind had almoft univerfally fallen

from * ¥ that Sy{tem, and were involved in Polytheifm, and
Llolatry: ## was added, not for the ufe of ‘the fews alone, in-

dependent
* Deut. xxxii. 8. A&s xviith, xxvith. + PI. cxxxv. 4.
I Deut.iv. 7,8, Nehemiah ix. 13, i Rom. ix, 4.

Y Altswvii 35. Gal.iii. 19, ** See Mr. Bate's Examination of Chubb, p.go.
A2



1 4 ]

dependent of all others, as * fevcral paffages in the Sacred
Records cleaily demonftrate, but that the Neighbouring Na-
tions alfo, the Egyptians, the Arabians, the Chaldeans, the
Affyrians, 2nd they who from all parts of the World frequented
the Maritime Towns of 4 Stdan and T Tyre, might hear of their
extraordinary #7fd-m in matters of Religion, ||and fay, furely
this great Nation, is a wife, and underflanding people; for what
Nation is there [o great, who bath God fo migh unto them, and what

Nation 15 there [o great, that hath Statutes and “Fudgments Jo
Rightesus? § God is of a truth no refpelier of Perfons: % * He is
nat the God of the Jews only : His Paternal Goodnels 1s extend-
ed to all the Sons and Daughters of .4dam, indifcriminately,
and without exception. The Law of Mofes, therefore, given
to the Fews, was not to be, as they imagined, of perpetual ob-

ligation: it was a mere 4+ Temporary Inftitution, which
drew towards its conclufion, after the appearance of Fobn the
Baptift; the Sacrifice and the Oblation enjoined in the Law,
were to ceafz, and accordingly did ceale, as predifted by the
Prophet LI Danicl, with the abolithing of which, the Jewith

Worlhip

See Exod. vil. 15.—ix. 16.—xiv, 4. Num. xiv. 13. Ibid, xxi. Deut. iv.6.
s Vi 41, 22, 43. | PL xxvi. 3,
Sce 1f212h xxiii. 12. Juftin, Lib, 18.
Ses the Prophet Ifaizh xxiii. 3,4,8, and kzek. xxvii. 3, 25. ix, 33,
echaix. 3.
Deut. iv. 6, 7, 8. § Adls x. 34. ** Rom. iii. 2¢.
++ This eftathihment continued about fourteen hundred years; the Segpter,
as pred.Gied, did net depart from Fudab till Shileh came, who was foretold 1o be the
gatbering of the Pesple, Gen. xlix. 10. or as the Hebrew word is rendered by the
Jewith Commentators, weosdouiz be especdation of the People.
+t Dan. ix. 27. Suvipitius Severus, Lib. 2. Eufebius Ev. Hift. 4. 6. Origen,
Coar. Celf. 11. p. 56. Eufzbius Demonftr. Evang. l. 1.
The defign of Sccrifiee is exprefsly declared, Lev. 1. 4. and its infufficiency
{hewxn, Heb. x.1. It was typical and exprefllive of that Only True Atoning Sacsi-
fice, v hich the Son of God was to offer 1z diz tinie.
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Worthip and Church, were brought to a final period. The
Law of Moles, then, * made nothing perfeét ; it was a ftate of
difcipline and < dondage under the elements of this World, a
+ Schoolmafler to inftruét them in the Rudiments of Religion,
to lay before them the beginning or firft opening of an uni-
verfal Syftem, being declaratory and exprefiive of that Future
Difpenfation, and thofe Future Benefits, which were to be
more explicitly unfolded in || zbe Ages fo come, when God thould
§ raife them up another Prophet from among therr brethren, who

according to the Predictions of ** David, and 4+ Zechariab,
fhould be both King, and High Prieft, and who in the words

of St. Paul, thould be I counted worthy of more glory, than even
the faithful Mofes bimfelf. In the Old Teftament, we read only

of one Prophet, the Prophet ||| Fonab, who was exprefsly fent
to the Gentiles, for their inftruction, and information: his
appointment to that Office, was a premonition to the People,
that the Almighty did intend, in #be fulnefs of time, as the Scrip-
ture {peaks, to'§§ raife up a root of Feffe, to break down the mid-
dle wall of Partition, and finally to unite all Nations, iz one
communion, under one great Shepherd, and Bifhop of their Souls.

IN the mean time, till that Glorious, and long promifed
Event fhould take place, the People of Ifrae/ were honored,

in

* Heb, vii. 19, t Galv. 3. t waidaywyos, Ibid. v. 24

| ev 705§ o ios -ra}g Emexnp.svn};. Ephef- H. 7

§ Deut. xviii. 18. avasnow* &g 74 avesmea wo@ln i, So alfo Hebs
il 17, Tligmos Agxiepevs.

*% Pl ox. ++ Sech. 6. verfe 13,

1 Heb. iii. 2, 5. and the reafon is affigned Acts xiii, 38, 39.

i) Jonahi, 3.  §§ See laiah xi.. x0, -Eph. i, 14, 1 Pet.ii. 25, -
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in an ¥ extraordinary manner; God himfelf condelcended to
be their + Inftrudter, and Guide; It was their diftinguifhed
privileze to know God, and the adoration due to him; the
prefervation of true Religion, was to be traced among them
only, of all the Nations of the Earth: They were therefore to
be God’s T Witasffes, as he himfelf terms them, that be was
God; the One, Supreme, Univerfal God, the Maker and Go-
vernor of the whole World ; that God, concerning whom the
Idolatrous Nations retained no juft conception whatfoever, for

they worfhipped a Multiplicity of Jdo/s, vain objects of Trult,
and ((no Gods, but the work of Men's bands, Wood and Sione :
Some of them, even the wileft and moft civilized, attributed
all events to §Fate, or Unguided Chance, whilft others, to de-
precate the Wrath of their Pretended Deities, were addicted
not only to the moft ridiculous ceremontes, but to the moft
*¥ Immoral and Barbarous Rites. The Eftablifhment, there-

fore,

* See Jofeph. cont. Ap. and Selden de Jure Gent. paffim.

+ Warburton’s Divine Legat. B. 5. 5. 2. p. 366, 374, &c.

t Ifaiah «liii. 10, 12,

i 2 Kings xix. 18, Maimonides Mof. Nevoc, L. 3. C, 37.  Macrob. Sa-
turn. Lib. 2. C.8. ‘

§ Their miferable, wretched, dubious State, is appofitely expreffed by the
Hiftorian Taeitus: ¢ Mihi hzc ac talia audientt in incerto judicium eft, fatone
res Humanza et neceffitate immutabili, an forte volvantur; quippe Sapientiffimos
Veterum, quique corum fectam zmulantur, diver{os reperies, ac multis infitam
QOpinionem, non initia Noftra, nen Finem, non denique Homines, Diis Curz.”
“Tacit. Annal. Lib. 6. ~

*% Arnobius, L. 5. p. 17§, Sch=zdius de Diis Germanis, p. 130, Natalis
Commit. L.5. p. 491. Athen=zi Deipnos, L. xiv. p. 647. Juftin. L. 18. ¢, s,
Ibid. Lib. 18. Cap.6. Schedius de Diis Germanis, p. §593. On this account
the Af/fricns and Egyptions were feverely punithed, as Conflantine affirms ;
LIEF@}'; :g; BzEuAuy Efnpwgi:ﬂ'ﬂz}, :5; oi Zuxmlol xrﬂmﬁsf@enﬂﬂm; pele xw wnﬂewmu
8:y, Conftant. Orat. Cap. 16. apud Eufeb. Ecclef, Hift. p. 697. For thele
veafons, and becaufe the people of Tyre were enemies tothe Jews, fee Ezek. xxvi.
2—28. Joeliii, 1=—8. Amos i, g. therefore the Almighty devoted them to
deftruction. .
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fore, of the Mofaic Conftitution, was an unqueftionable proof
of the Wifdom, the Goodnefs, and the Juftice of God: it was

a prefervative againft Idolatry, and a ftanding Confutation of
it: it turned many from the adoration of Idols, to the adora~
tion of the living God. The People of Ifrael, confidered as
God's Witneffes, weve well iftructed for that important end :
they were not only in pofleflion of thofe Sacred Records,

which contained the promife of the Meffiah, but they had feer,
and therefore could atteft * bis glory among the Heathen, bis

awonders among all the people; that he is great, and greatly to be

praifed, and that he is to be fedred above all Gods : they had feen,
and therefore could atteft the Extraordinary Facts doné in

4 Egypt, at the T Red Sea, and at the promulgation of the Law
on Mount Sinai, from whence, to their great | Terror, and
extreme aftonifhment, the Almiglity gave the moft illuftrions
exhibition of his Divine Prefence and Majefty. Thofe famous

Lawgivers, Lycurgus, Minos, Numa, and Others, were defirous
of giving their Laws the § appearance at leaft; of a Divine
Authority. So was the Impofter Mabomer, who 1n his Koran
calls himfelf the Meffenger of God. They all pietended that

they
* Pf. xcvi. 25 4, 3.

t Pharach might well imagine, that he had the peoplé of 1frael entangled and
Sout in; lee Exod, xiv, 3. The road through which they pafled was very ftraight,
admitting only fivé in a rank; Exod. xiii. 18. On each fide weré Mountains
impaffable: the Red-Sea in front, and their Enemies the Egyprians at their backs.

I Ancient Writers bear teitimony to the truth of this aftonithing event. See
Eufeb. Prp, Evang. Lib. g. Cap. 27. Ordfii, Lib: 1. ex Greg. Tur. Hift. Lib.

1. Cap. 10. and Diod. Sic, Hift. Lib,-3, p. 174, Tom. I, Edit. Rhodem. Alfo
Dr. 8baw’s learned Remarks; fee his Travels; p. 252.

i See Le Clerc on Gen. x¥i. 13.

*

§ Lycurgus per{uaded the Sgarians that his Laws were giver by Apollo, Niima
perfuaded the Romans that his were given by.Egeria,
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they recetved their refpetive Syftems from Heaven, but the
truth of this depended on their own affirmations only : they
had No Witneffes to appear on their behalf, and give evidence
to the truth of their Declarations. Not fo, the Divine Law-
giver Moses. He put the proof of the Divine Authority of
his Law, upon fenfible facts, of the moft public Nature. The
whole body of the Fews, not the * Heads of their Tribes, and
of tbeir Elders only, but their whole Body, all Ifrael affembled,
hix hundred thoufand People, and upwards, were his Wit-
nefles and Atteftators. When the immutable part of the

Law was delivered from Sinai, They All + beard the Veice of
the Living God, They All, } faw His Glory and His Greatnefs.
But the People of Ifrael are not the only Witnefes in this

important caufe: The || Babylomians, the § Egyptians, the
#% Chaldeans, the ++ Arabians, the 11 Tyrians, All give evi-
dence to the truth of the Mofaic Revelation; ||| a// that s
written in the Book, which the Prophet Sferemiab prophefied, and
the Other Prophets, againff All thefe Nations, have been lite-
rally fuliilled. This is a piece of Evidence, clear and incon-

teftable : here the Knowledge and the Power of God, are both
concerned, the Power of God effeCting what the Knowledge of
God alone could have foretold. Thefe Nations, through their
wntercourfe with the Ifraelites, had opportunities of knowing
the true God, and his True Religion, but they neglected thofe

op-
* Deqt. v. 23, + Ibid. verfe 26, 1 Ibid. verfe 24.

[ Jer. xxv. 12. Babylon, Chaldaicarum gentium caput, diu fummam clari-
tatem obtinuit in toto Orbe, propter quam reliqua pars Mefopotamiz, Affyriz-
que, Babylonia appellata eft. Plin, Lib. 6. Cap. 26.

§ See Ezek. xxix, 30, . *¥ Jer. xxv. 12. +1 Ibid, ver. 24.°
it Ibid. ver, 22. i Jer. xxv. 13.
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opportunities, and in defpite of every admonition, obftinately
adhered to their own Idolatrous Worthip, a Crime of the

decpeft dic, for which reafon the Almighty firft forewarned,
then # punifhed them.

MopeRN Infidels may adopt the maxims of a Boltigbroke,
or a Voltaire; may difavow every thing, that doth not fall
within the line of their own finite underftandings, not confi-
dering, that their ways are not as God'smways, nor their thoughts
as bis thoughts; but as the Heavens are bigh above the Earth, fo
are ‘His aways ahove their ways, and His thoughts above their
thoughts. 'The time is coming, when thefe Men, and their
Difciples alfo, fhall receive their Punifhment, for their Ingra-
titude and Rebellious oppofition to the moft High; for their
denial and difavowal of God’s Revelations, which were graci-

oufly given for-the Confolation, and Inftruction of Man. We
all believe the coming of the Lord tojudgment, and we know

not how {oon he may be revealed from heaven with bis mighty
Angels, to take vengeance on his Enemies ; on thofe, who have
profanely written, -or profanely argued againft the truth of
the Jewifh, and the Chriftian Scriptures. “When that Terri-
ble day comes, and thefe wonderfully Wife Men, thefe Pro-
found Inveftigators of Truth, are fummoned before the Tri-
bunal of the Almighty, on their Arraignment, what can they
plead in their defence? They cannot plead Ignorance of God's

Law,

* Jer.xxv. 12, Jeremiah prophefied more than 600, Ifaizh more tham 700,
and Ezekiel almoft 600 Years before Chrift. According to the predi&ion of
Ezekiel, c. xix. 25. Egypt hath been diminifbed and opprefled by Perfians, Mace-

donians, Romans, Saracens, and Turks., The Prophecics relative to the other
nations were fulfilled with the fame accuracy,

B
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Law, for They had Msfes and the Prophets, nay, they had that
more peifect Revelation, foretold from the beginning of the
World, and communicated by our moft blefled Lord and Sa-
viour, Jefus Chrift, which inftead of reverencing, They ridi-
culed, and abufed. Another circumftance attendant on thefe
Men, cugut to be confidered. -The uncommon, and extra-
ordinary Abilities, with which they were endowed, and which
ought, therefore, to have been employed in the Service, and to
the Glory of God, bug which They bafely perverted, by at.
tempting to deftroy the Credit, and to weaken the Authority

of Revealed Religion in general, will add, greatly add to the
Severity of their Condemnation,

THE Conclufion, from what hath been faid, is clear and
undeniable; that All Scripture, all that 1s contained in the
Sacred Canonical Books, both of the Old, and of the New
Teftament, 1s given by Infpiration of God, and therefore Oﬁght
to be reverenced, and obeyed.

I witL fum -ap the whole in the incomparable words of
the Immortal Chi/lingwirth,-a Man for Learning and Strength
of Judgment, inferior to none: * *“ Propofe me any thing (fays
this great Man) out of this Book, (meaning the Bible) and
require whether I believe or no,- and {eem it never fo incom-
prehenfible to' Human Reafon, I will fubfcribe it with hand

and heart, as knowing no Demonftration can be {tronger than
this, God hath faid fo, therefore it 1s True.”

*= Sez Chillingworth’s Relizion of Proteftants, Chap. 6. p.-335.
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