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In the Houfe of Réprqﬁm‘}n‘ivef,
May 30, 1770..

ESOLVED, That Mr. Gardner

of Cambridge, M. Remington,

- and Mr. Gardner of Stow, be a
Commuttee to return the Thanks of
this Houfe to the Rev’d Mr. Samuel
Cooke, for his Sermon preached Yefter-
day before the General Court, being
the Day of the Eleétion of Counceilors;

and to defire of him a Copy thereof
for the Prefs.

Attefl. |
Samuel Adams, Clerk. |
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‘An ELECTION-SERMON.

2 SAM. XXII 3, 4.

HE that ruleth over AMen, muff be
Juft, ruling 11 the fear of GOD.

And be fhall be as the light of the morn-
ing when the fun rifeth, even a imormng
without clouds : as the tender grafs
Jpringing out of the earth by cléear fhining

t}ﬂer rant,

# AzsLF #HE folemn introdu&ion to the
kﬂﬁ%&é words now recad, Refpe&abl-
%% 1 §ﬁg Hcarers,is manifeftly dcfigned
F*RELRE R to engage your attention and
AR regard ;—as given by infpi-

ration from God,—and as containing tl
laft—the dyimg words, of one of the grea
eft and beft of ecarthly rulers ;—who by ru
ing in the fear of God, had ferved his ge-
neration according to the Divine wiil.-———

Traifporting

1
3
r.
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Tranfporting refle@tion '—when bis flefh

and his heart failed, and his glory was con-
{igned to duft.

From this, and many other paffages, in
the facred oracles, it is evident, that the fu-
preme Ruler, tho' he has dirc&ted to no par-
ticular mode of civil government, yet allows
and approves of the cftablithment of it a-
mong men.

The cnds of civil government, in Divine
revelation arc clearly pointed out—The cha-
raéter of rulers deferibed,~—and the duty of
{ubjcéts aflerted and explained.  And in this
view, civil government may be confidered
as an ordinance of God ; and when juftly
cxercifed, greatly {ubfervient to ¢he glorious
purpofes of divine providence and grace.—
But the particular form is left to the choice
and determination of mankind.

It a pure flatc of nature, government is
in a great meafure unncecflary ; private pro-
perty in that ftate is inconfiderable, mcen
nced ro arbiter to determine their rights,—
they covet only a bare {upport,—their flock
is but the fubfiftence of a day,—the uncul-
tivated defarts are their habiations,~—and
they carry thedr all with them, in their fre-

quent
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guent removes—:zhey are each one a law to
himfelf, which in general,is of force fufficient
for their fecurity, in that courfe of life.

It is far otherwife when mankind are for-
med into colle&ive bodies, or a focial ftate
of life ;—here, their frequent mutual inter-
courfe, in a degree, ncceflarily leads them to
differentapprehenfions,refpeting their feveral
rights,cven where their intentions arcupright.
—Temptations to injuftice and violence in-
crcafc, and the occafions of them multi-

ply, in proportion to the increafe and opu-
lence of the fociety.

The laws of nature, though enforced by
Divine revelation, which bind the confcience
of the upright, prove infufficient to reftrain
the fons of violence, who have not the fear
of God bcfore their eycs.

A focicty cannot long fubfift in fuch a
ftate—Their fafety,—their focial being de-
pends upon the cftablithment of determi-
natc rules or laws, with proper penalties to
enforce them ; to which individuals fhall be
fubjefted :—The laws, however wifcly a-
daptcd, cannot opcratc to the public fecurity,
unlefls they are properly executed ;—The
sxccution of them, remaining in the hands

of
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of the whole community, leaves individuals
to determine-cheir own rights, and in cffed,
in the fame circumftances, -as in a ftate of
natures. - :

The reinedy in this cale is folely in the
hands of-the communiry. T

A focicty emerging from a ftateof nature,
in refpe@ to authority, are all upon a level,
—no individual can juftly challenge a right
to make, or execute the laws, by which itis
to be governed, but only by the choice, or
general confent of the community.——=The
people, the colleétive Lody, only have a
right, under God, to determine who fhall
exercife this truft for the cogpymon intereft,
and to fix the bounds of their authority.

And confcquently, unlefs we admit the
moft evident inconfiftence, thofe in autho-
rity, in the whole of thcir public conduét,
are accountable to the {ociety, which gave
them their political exiftence.

This is evidantly the natural origin, and
ftate of all civil government,—th¢ {ole «nd
and defign of which is, not to ennoble a
few, and enflave the muititude, bus the pub-
lic benefit,~—the good of the people,—r

that
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that they may be proteted. in their perfons,
and fécured in the enjoyment of all their
rights,—and be enabled to lead quiet and
peaceable lives in all godlinefs and honefty.

While this manifeft defign of civil go=

vernment, under whatever form, is kept in
full view; the reciprocal obligations of ru-
lers and fubjelts are obvious, and the extent
of prerogative and iiberty, will be indifputa~
ble.

In a civil ftate, that form is the moft eli-
gible which is beft adapted to promote the
ends of government,—the benefit of the
community ;—reafon and experience teach
that 2 mixed government is meft conducive
to this end.

In the prefent imperfed ftate, the whole
power cannot with fafety be entrufted with
a {ingle perfon ; nor with many,a&ing joint-
ly in the fame public capaciry.

Various branches of power, concentring
inthe community from which they origi-
nally derive their authority, are a mutual
check to each other, in their {everal depart-
ments, and jointly {ecurc the common inte-
gelt : This may indecd,in fome inftances, re-

I lard
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tard the operations of government, but will
’ o't e _ SN PRI . ? -

add dignity to' its deliberate counfels, and

weight to its dictates. |

~'This, after many dangerous confli&s with
arbitrary power,.is.now the happy conftitu-
tion of our parent ftate.—We rejoice in the
gladnefs of "our hation,~—may no weapon
formed againft it profper—may it be preferv-

ed inviolate till time fhall be no more.

This, under Ged, has caufed Great Bri-
tain _to exalt her head above the nations—
reftored the dignity of royal authority—and
rendered our Kings truly bencfactors.

The Prince upon the Britifh throne can
have 1o real interef diftin from his fubjeds;
his crown is his inheritance—his kingdont
his patrithony, which hemuft be difpofed to
improve, for his own, and his family’s’inte-
reft—hic higheft glory is to rule over a free
people, and reign in the hearts of his fub-
jedts—The Peers who are lords of parlia-
ment, are his hereditary council.—TheCom-
mons, eleéted by the pcople, are confidered
as the grand inqueft of the kingdom ; ‘and
while incorrupt, are a check upon the high=
eft offices 1n the ftate.

o

A
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T T R [ TR T R
A conftitution thus happily formed and
fupported, as a laté writer hasobferved, cani-

. ' e I
not eafily be fubverted,but by thé prevalence
of venality in the reprefentatives of the peo-

J A

P ..o o ..If $e

.. How far feptennial parliaments conduce
fo this, time may further thew.——Or whe-

ther this is not. an infra&ion upon the nati-
onal conftitution,is not for meé to determinc.

But the beft conftitution, feparately con-
fidered, is only as a line which ‘marks out
the inclofure, or as a fitly organized body
without fpirit or animal life.

" The advantages of ¢ivil government, even
under the Britith form, greatly depend upon
the charaéter and condu& of thofeto whom
the adminiftration is committed.

When the righteous are in authority, the
people rejoice ; but when the wicked bcar-
eth rule, the people mourn.

. 'The Moft High,- therefore, who is juft in
all his ways-—good to all--- and whofc com-
mands ftrike dread, has firi®tly enjoined
faithfulnefs upon all thofe who are advanced
to any place of public truft.

B 2 Rulers
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~ Rulers of this chara&er, co-operate with
God,.in his gracious difpenfations of pro-
vidence, and under him, are diffufive blef-
fings to the people ;—and are compared to
the light of the morning, when the fun
rileth, even a morning without clouds.

~ By the ruler in the text, is intended not
anly the King as fupreme ; but alfo every
one in fubordinate place of power and truft,
whether they a& in a legiflative or execu-
tive capacity, ar both :—In whatever ftation
men 4¢t for the public, they are included in
this general term and muft direét their
conduét by the fame upright principle.

uftice as here exprefled, is not to he ta-
ken in a limited fenfe,but as a gencral term,
including: every quality ncceflary to be exer-
cifed for the public good, by thofe whe ag-

cept the charge of it.

Jumca muft be tempered with wifdom
prudence and clemency ; otherwife it wili
degeneratc into rigor and oppreffion.

~ This folemn charge given to rulers, is'not
an arbitrary injun&ion impofed: by God ;
but is founded in the moft obvlous laws of
pature and reafon.

Rulers
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. Rulers-are appointed for this: very end—
to be miniflers of God for good——The peo-
ple have a right to expe& this from them,
‘and to require it, not as an a& of grace,
but as their unqueftionable due. ~It is the
exprefs or implicit condition, upon which
they were chofen, and continued in public
office,—that they attend continually upon
this very thing.

Their time—their abilities—their an-
thority, by their acceptance of the public
truft, are confecrated to the community, and
cannot, in juftice, be with-held ;—thcy are
obliged to feck the welfare of the pcople,
- and exert all their powcrs to promote the

common intereft. - L
S A S 101 LI

This continual folicitude forthe tommon
- good, however depreffing it may appear, is
what rulers of every degree: have taken up-
on them(clves ; and in juftice to the pcople,
~in faithfulnefs -to God, they muft ecither
{uftain it with fidelity, or refign their office.

®

The firft attention of the faithful ruler
will be to the fubjedts of government, in
their fpecific nature ;—He will not forget
~that'he ruleth over Men— Men, who are of
the famc fpecies with himfclf, and by nature

cqual—
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équal-—~Men’ who are the offspring of God,
and alike formed after his glorious image—
Men of like paffions and feelings with him-
felf, and as men, in the fight of their com-
mon Creator of equal importance—Men
who have raifed him to power, and fupport
him in the ékercife of it—Men 'who are rea-
fonable beings, and can be fubjected to no
human reftri®ions, which are not founded
in reafon ; and of the fitnefs of .which they
may be convinced—Men, who are moral
agents, and undér the abfolute controul of
the High Poffeffor of heaven and eéarth ;
and cannot, without the greateft improprie-
ty and difloyalty to the King of kings, yield
unlimited fubje@ion to any inferior power---

Men whom the Son of God hath condef-
cended to ranfom, and dignified their na-
ture, by becoming the fon of man.

" Men, who have the moft evident right,in
every decent way,to reprefent to rulers their
arievances, and feck redrefs.

The people forfeit The rank they hold in
God’s creation, when they filently yicld
this important point, and fordidly, like Iffa-

char, couch under every burden wantonly
Jaid upon them, "

And
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~ And rulers greatly tarnifh their dignity,
when they attempt to treat their fubjeéts o-
therwife than as their fellow-men,——Men
who have repofed the higheft confidence in
their fidelity ; and to whom they, are ac-
countable for their public conduct. And
in 3 word, Men, among whom they muft,
without diftinction, ftand before the dread

tribunal of heaven.

Juft rulers therefore in making and exe?
cuting the laws of fociety,will confider who
they are to oblige, and accommodate them
to the ftate and condition of men. d

Fidelity to the public, requires that the
laws be as plain and explicit as poflible ;
that the lefs knowing may underftand and
not be enfnared by them—while the artful
cvade their force.

Myfterics of law and government may be
made a cloak of unrightcoufncfs.

The benefits of the conftitution, and of
the laws, muft extend to every branch, and
cach individual in fociety, of whatever de-
gree ; that every man may enjoy his pro-
perty, and purfue his honeft courfe of life
with {ccurity. ~
The
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The juft ruler, fenfible he is in'truft " for
the fublic, with an impartial hand, will
fupply the various offices in fociety :=——his
eye will be upon the faithful--—-meric only in
the candidate, will atera& his attention,

He will not, without fufficient reafon,
multiply lucrative offices in the community;
which naturally tends to introduce idlenefs
and oppreffion.

Juftice requires, that the emoluments of
every office, conftituted for the common in-
tereft, be proportioned to their dignity, and
the fervice performed, for the public:
—-Parfimony in this cafe,enervates the force
of government, and fruftrates the moft pa-
triotic meafures. A people therefore for
their own fecurity, muft be fuppofed willing
to pay tribute to whom it is due,and freely
fupport the dignity -of thofe under whofe
protection they confide.

On the other hand,the people may appre-
hend they have juft reafon to complain of
oppreflion and wrong, and to be jealous of
their liberties, when fubordinate public offi-
cc? are made the furelt ftep to wealth and
Gl1¢.

'This
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This not only encreafes the expences of
government, but is paturally produdtive of
diffipation and Juxury—of the fevereft anij-
mofities among candidates for public pofts,
---and of venality and corruption ; the moft

fatal to a frec ftate.

Rulers are appointed guardians of the con-
ftitution, in their refpective ftations ; and
muft confine themfelves within the limits by

which their authority is circumfcribed.

A freeftate will no fonger continue'fo,than
while the conftitution is maintained entire,
in all its branches and conne&ions.—If the
feveral members of the legiflative power bes
come entirely independent of each other, it
produceth a fchifm in the body politic ; and
the effe is the fame, when the executive is
in no degree under the controul of the le-
giflative power,—the balance is deftroyed,
and the execution of the laws left to arbis
trary will.

The feveral branches of civil power, as
joint pillars,each bearing its due proportion,
arc the fupport,and theonly proper fupport
of a political {tructure, regularly formed.

C A
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A conftitution which cannot fupport its
own weight, maft fall—It muft be fuppof-
ed eflentially defective in its form or -adini-
niftration. o

Military aid has ever been deemed dan-
gerous to a free civil ftatec ; and often has
been uled as an effetual enginc to” fubvert
ltl J ' |

Thofe, who in the camp,and in the field
of battle, are our glory and defence ; from
the experience ‘of other nations, will be
thought, in time of - peace, a very improper
fate-guard, to a conftitution, which has Li-
rberty—-—Brltlfh Liberty, for its bafis.

When a people are in fubje&ion to thofe,
who are detached from their fellow citizens,
—under diftinét laws and rules—{upported
in idienefs and fuxury—armed witk the ter-
rors of death under the moft abfolute
command--rcady and obliged to execute the
moft daring orders What muft !—what
has been the confequence !-——

Inter arma filent leges.

Tuftice alfo Tequires of rulers, 1n their le-

g {lative capacity, that they attend to the
opcration of their own a&s; and repeal
whatever
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whatever laws, upon an impartial review,.
they find to be inconfiltent with the. laws.
of God—the rights of men—and the gene-
rgl benefit of f{ociety. n
. 'This the community hath a right to ex-.
pect.  And they muft have miftaken appre-
henfions of true dignity, who imagine they.
can acquire or fupport it, by perfifting in
wrong meafures ; and thereby counteradting
the fole end of government.

It belongs to the all-feeing God alone,
abfolutely to be of one mind. It is the
glory of man, in whatever ftation, to pcr-
ceive and correct his miftakes.

Arrogant pretences to infalibility in mat-
ters of ftatc or religion, reprefent human na-
ture in the moft contemptible light.

- We have a view of our nature in its moft
abjest flate, when we read the fenfclefs Jaws
of the Mcdes and Perfians, or hcar the im-
potent thunders of the Vatican.

Stability in promoting the public good,
which- juftice demands, leads to a change of
mcalures, when the intereft of the commu-

C 2 LtY:
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nity reduires it ; which muft often be: tha
cafe in this mutable---imperfeét ftate.

20

The juft ruler will not fear to have- hg-
public condué ecritically infpeéted ; but will
~ choofe to récommend hlmfclf to the appro-
bation of every man.-—As he expedts to be
obeyed for conifcience fake, hé will require
nOthlnfr inconfiftent with its diftates ; and
be defirous that the moft {crupulous mind
may acquicfce in the juftice of his tule.

As in his whole adininiﬂratian, {o in this,
ke will beambitious to imitate the fupreme
Ruler—-who appeals to his peoplc, Are nog

my ways equai?

Knowing therefore that his condu@ will
bear the lmht, and his public charaéter be
eftablifhed hy being Fully known-—He will
rather encourage than difcountenance a de-
cent freedom of fpeech, not only in public
affemblies, but among the people.

This liberty is eflential to a free conftis
tution, and the ruler’s fureft guide.

As in nature we beft judge of caufes by
their effets—So rulers, he:coy—will receive
the fureft information of the fitnefs of their

laws,
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fiws, and the exd@nefs of their execution,
the fuccefs of their meafures—and whether
they are chargeable with any miftakes, from
partial evidende or human frailty——and
whether, all 4&ing under themt, inr dny fab~
ordidre place, exprels the fidelity, becoming'
theit office. - |

This decent liberty the juft ruler will
confider not as his grant, but a right inHe~
rent in the people, without which their obe-
dicnice is rendered merely paffive.

And the’, poffibly, under 2 juft admini-
ftration, it may degenerate into licertioufs
nes, which in its extreme, is fubverfive of
all government ; yet the hiftory of paftages,
and of our nation, fhews, that the greateft
dangers Have arifen from lawlefs power.

The body of a people are difpofed to lead
quiet and peaceable lives---and it is their
higheft intereft to fupport the government
under which their quictnefs is enfured
They retain a reverence for their fuperiors,
and feldom forefee or fufpe& danger, -till
they feel their burdens.

Rulers of every degree, are in a meafure
gbove the fear of man; but are equally
| with
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with others under the reftraints of theDivine

Jaw.

The Almighty has not divefted himfclf
of his own abfolute authority, by permitting
fubordinate government among men He
allows none to rule, otherwife, than under.
him, and in his fear.—~And without a truc
fear of God, juftice will be found to be

but an empty name.

Though reafon may in fome degree in-
veflizsate the relation and fitnefs of things,
yet 1 think it evident, that moral obligations
are founded wholly in a belief of God and

his fuperintending providence.

This belief dceply imprefled on the mind,
brings the molft convincing evidence, that
men are moral agents,—obliged to a&, ac-
cording to the natural and evident relation
of things-——and the rank thcy bear in God’s
creation That the Divine will, however
made known to them, is the law by which
all their aétions muft be regulated, and their
ftate finally determined.

Rulers may in a degrec be influenced to
a&t for the public good, from education----

from a defire of applaufc—-from the natural
benevolence
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benevolence of their temper : Butthdfe mo-
tives are fecble and inconftant, without the

|

fuperior aids of religion. They are menof
like paflions with others, and the trpe fear
of God only, is fufficient to contropl the
Jufts of men ; and efpecially the lufff of do-
minion-—to fupprefs pride---the bandg of e-
very defirable quality in the humany foul-—
the never-failing fource of wanton jand ca-
pricious power,

So did not I---faid the renowned] gover-

nor of Judah---bzcaufe of the fear cff God.

He had nothing to fecar from thelpeople:
---His commiflion he received from \thelux-
urious Perfian court, where the voice! of dif-
trefs was not heard---where no fad tounte-
nance might appear.---But he feaiged his
God.---This moved him to hear the {cries of
his people, and without delay, redre{fs their
‘wrongs. He knew this was ple:jfing to
his God,and while he ac&ed in his fe: §r,truft-
¢d he would think upon him for go jod.

This fear doth not intend,fimply, 1 dread
of the Almighty, as the fupreme Ru jler and
Judge of men---but cfpecially, a filia\l reve-
rence, founded in eftecmi and fijp:.\‘.rlat'ivc
love implanted in the heart :---This w jill na-

¢ urally
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with others under the reftraints of theDivine
Jaw.

The Almighty has not divefted himfclf
of his own abfolute authority, by permitting
fubordinate government among men He
allows none to rule, otherwife, than under.
him, and in his fear.—And without a truc
fear of God, juftice will be found to be

but an empty name.

Though reafon may in fomc degree in-
veflisate the relation and fitnefs of things,
yet 1 think it cvident, that moral obligations
are founded wholly in a belief of God and
his {uperintending. providence.

This belief deceply imprefled on the mind,
brings the moft convincing evidence, that
men are moral agents,—obliged to aé, ac-
cording to the natural and evident relation
of things—and the rank they bear in God'’s
creation That the Divine will, however
made known to them, is the law by which
all their a&tions muft be regulated, and their
ftate finally determined.

Rulers may ina degree be influenced to
a&t for the public good; from education----
from a d;ﬁrc of applaufc---from the natural

benevolence
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benevolence of their temper : But thdfe mo-
tives are fecble and inconftant, without the
fuperior aids of religion. They are menof
like paffions with others, and the trpe fear
of God only, is fufficient to controjl the
lufts of mep ; and cfpecially the luf of do-
minion-—to {upprefs pride---the bang of e-
very dcfirable quality in the human/ foul-—
the never-failing fource of wanton fand ca-
pricious powecr,

So did not I---faid the rcnowned! gover-
nor of Judah---becaufe of the fear df God.

He had nothing to fcar from thefpcople:
-—-His commiflion he received from \thelux-
urious Pcrfian court, where the voicet of dif~
trefs was not hcard---where no fad counte-
nance might appear.---But he feaiped his
God.---This moved him to hear the fcries of
his people, and without delay, redrd|fs their
wrongs. He knew this was pledjfing to
his God,and while he a&ed in his fe: hr,truft-
cd he would think upon him for go jod.

1

This fear doth not intend,(imply, (1 dread
of the Almighty, as the fupreme Rujler and
Judge of men---but cfpecially, a filia\l reve-
rence, founded in efteemi and fhpa\trlativc
dove implanted in the heart :---This w jill na-
iurally
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turally produce a conformity to Ged in hig
meoral perfe&ions—-an inclination to do his
will----and a delight in thofe ad&s of benefi-
cence which theMaker of all things difplays
throug thour his extended creation.

Thig?s fear of God is the beginning, aﬁa
alfo ;h%c perfection of human wif{dom.

‘Ancl tho' dominion is not, abfolutely,
foundc:d in grace ; yet a true principle of
religio n muft be confidered as a neceflary
qualific ;ation in a ruler.

+Thtilt religion of Jefus teacheth the true
fear 6 £ God, and marvelloufly difclofeth,
the plian of Divie government ;

In his gofpel, as thro’ a glafs, we fee hea-
| - . .
ven o) pened----the myfteries of providence
and gi ‘ace unveiled-—--Jefus ficting on che
right | hand of God,---to whom all power is
comm irted,---and coming to judge the world
in rig hteoulnefs. |

He 1c is difcovered to the admiration of
angel: i—the joy of faints, and the terror of
the v vicked ; the government of the man
Chnif t Jefus, founded in juftice and mercy;
| which

lifer

‘t'--
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which in his %lo'rious adminiftration mectto-

gether in perfect harmony.

The fceptre of his kingdom is a right
{ceptre ; bhe loveth righteoufnefs and hatcth
wickednefs.

And tho’ his throne is on high—prepared
in the hecavens ; yet he makes known to the
fons of men his mighty a&s, and the glorious
majefty of his kingdom. By him kings
reign, and princes decree juftice, cven all
thenobles and judges of the carth. His
cyes are upon the ways of men—His voice
which is full of majefty, to earthly poten-
tates, is, be wile now, O ye kings ; be in-
ftructed, yc judges of the carth—ferve the
Yord with fear, and rejoice in your exalted
fiations with fubmiflive awe—cmbrace the
Son, left he be angry, and ye perifh from
the way. |

The chriftian temper, wro't in the heart
by theDivine Spirit, reftoresthe human mind
to its primitive reftitude,~—animates every
faculty of the foul—dire&s every ation to
its proper ecnd—extends its views beyond the

narrow limits of time, and raifes its defires
tc immortal glory.

D This
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This makes the face of every faint 'to
thine ; but renders the ruler, in his elevated
ftation, glorioufly refplendent.

This commandsreverence to his perfon—
attention to his counfels— refpect to the
laws—and authority to all his direions. —
And renders an obcdient people eafy and
happy under his rule. |

Which leads to the confideration of the
latt cthing fuggefted in che text, viz. The
glorious effe@s of a juft adminiftration of
government.

And he fhall be as the light of the morn-

ing when the fun rifeth, cven a ‘morning
without clouds—as the tender grafs fpring-
ing out of the earth, by clear fhining after
rain. | -

This includes, boththe diﬂinguifhir.% ho-
- nor and refpeé acquired by rulers of this
.charaéer ; and the unfpcakable felicity of
a people thus favored of the Lord.

Juftice and judgment are the habitation
of the throne of the Moft High ; and he
dclighteth to honor thofe who rule over
mcn inhis fear—FHe hasdignifed them with

a



An EleGion-Sermon. 27

a title of divinity~—and called them in a pe-
cuhar fenfe, the children’ of the Highett.

And we are not to wondcr, that in thc
darker ages of the world,from worthipping
the hoft of heaven, the ignorant multitude
were led to pay divine honors to their ber
neficent rulers—whom they eftcemed as

demi-gods.

The light of Divine revelation has difpel-
led thefe mifts of fuperftition and impicty,
and opcned to the piousruler’s view,the fure
profpe@t of unfading glory in the life to

come :(—And in the prclent flate he is not
without a reward.

To find that his condu& meets with pub-
lic approbation,—that he is acceptable to
the multitude of his brethren, greatly corro-
borates his internal evidence of his own in-
tegrity and impartiality,—and cfpecially, of
his ability for public a&ion.— And which
is the height of his ambition in this flate of
probation,—enlarges his opportunity of do-
ing good,

The fhiouts of applaufe, not from fordid
parafites, but the grateful,—the ardefs mui-
titude, the pious ruler reccives as the voice

D2 or
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of naturc—the voice of God.—This is his

fupport under-the weight - of government,
and fixes his dependence upon the aid of the

Almighty, in whofe fear he rules:

How exccellent in the fight of God and
man, are rulers of this cham&cr P

Truly the light is good, and .a pleafant
thing it is to behold the: fun——Thus defire
able—thus benign, are wife and faithful
rulers to a people. The beautiful allufion
in the text naturally illuftrases this.

The Sun, as the center of she folar fyftem,
connelts the planctary worlds, and retains
them in their refpe&@ive orbits: They all
yield to the greater force of his attradtive
power,—and thus with the greateft regula-
rity obferve the laws, imprefled upon the
matcrial creation.

The Ruler of the day, as on a throne,
fhining in his ftrength, ncarly preferves his
ftation, and under the primc agent, direéts
all their motions—imparting light and heat
to his feveral atrendants, and the various be-
ings which the Creator has placed upon

thcm.
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them. - His refulgent rays.difpel the gloomy
{hades, .and caufc the chccrful light to
arife out of thick darknefs, and all nature to
rejoice.

The Planets, with their leffer atter sants,
in conformity to .their.common b.ad, mu-
tually refle@ with feebicr veams their bor-
rowed light, for the common benefit ; and
all, in_proportion to their diftance and gra-
vity bear their parr, to fupport the balance
of the grand machiae.

By this appofite mctaphor, theDivine Spi-
rit has reprefented the charaéter and exten-
five beneficence of the faithful ruler—who

with a God-like ardor cmploys his authority
and influecnce, to advance the comnmion in-
terelt,

The righteous Lord, whole countenance
behoideth the upright, will fupport and fuc-
cced rulers -of this charader: And 1tis an
evidence of his favor to a people, when {uch
are appointed to rule over them.

Th = natural cffeé of this is quictnefs and
peace, as fhowers upon the tender grafs, and
clear fhining afier raia.

In
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In this cafe a loyal peopie muft be happy,
and’ fully fenfible that they are fo---while
they find their perfons in fafety---their liber-
ties preferved----their property defended,----
and their confidence in their rulers entire.

~ The neceflary expences of government
will be born by the community with plea-
fure, while juftice holds the balance, and
righteoufnefs flows down their ftreets.

Such a civil ftate,according to the natural
courfe of things, mnft flourith in peace at
home, and be refpectable abroad—private
virtues will be cncouraged, and vice driven
into darknefs---induftry in the moft effeftual
manner promoted---arts and {ciences patro-
nized----thc truc fear of God culiivated,----
and his worfhip maintained.

This,—-this is their only invaluable trea-
fure.~--This is the glory, fafety and beft in-
tereft of rulers---the fure proteétion and du-
rable felicity of a people.---This, thro’ the
Redeemer, renders the Almighty propitious,
and nigh unto 2 people in all they call upon
him for.

Happy muft the people be, that is in fuch
a cafe—Yca, happy is the pcople whefe God
ts the Lord. But
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But the affairs of this important day-de-
mand our mere immediate attention.

With fincere gratitude to our Almighty
Preferver, we fce the return of this Anni-
verfary ; and the leaders of this people af-
{cmbled, (tho’-not according to the general
defire, in the city of our folemnities)----to
afk counfel of God ; and as we truft, in
the intcgrity of their hearts, and by the
{killfulnefs of their hands, to lead us in

ways of righteoufnefs and peace.

The feafon indeed 1s dark; but God is
our fun and f(hield.

When we confider the days of old, and
the years of aacient time,—the fcene bright-
ens,~—our hopes revive,

Our Fathers trufted in God,—He was
their help and their fhield.

Thefc ever memorable worthics, nicarly a
century and an half fince, by the prevalence
of fpiritual and civil tyranny, were driven
from their delightful native land, to feck a

quict retreat in thefc uncultivated cnds of
the carth.

And
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And however doubtful it might nﬁﬁear
to them or others, whether the lands’ they
were going to poflefs, were properly under
the Englith jurifdition; yet our anceftors
were defirous of retaining a relation to their
native country, and to be confidered as fub-
je&s of the fame prince.

“ They left their native land, with the
ftrongeflt aflurances, that they and their pof-
terity fhould enjoy the privileges of free
natural-born Englifh fubje&@s ; which they
{fuppofed fully comprehended in their char-
ter. The powers of government therein
confirmed to them, they confidered as in-
cluding Engli/h liberty in its full extent.

And however defe@ive their charter might
bein form, 2 thing common in that day,—
yet the {pirit and evident intention of it, ap-
pears to be then underltood.

‘The referve therein made of pafling no
laws contrary to thofe of the . parent ftate,
was then confidered as a conclufive evidence
of their full power, under that reftri¢tion
only, to cna& whatever laws they fhould
judaoe conducive to their benefit.

Qur
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“ OurFathers fuppofed their purchafe of the
aboriginals, gave them a juft title to the
jands-~that .the produce of them by their
Jabour, was their property, which they had
an exclufive right to difpofe of-—that a le-
giflative power, refpeéting their internal po-
lity, was ratified to them—and that nothing
fhort of this,confidering their local circum-
ftances, could entitle them or their pofterity
to the rights and liberties of free, natural-
born Englifh fubjeés.

And it does not appear but that this was
the general featiment of the ration, and
parliament.

They did not, then, view their American
adventurers, in the light ancient Rome did,
her diftatt colonies ; as tributaries, unjuftly
fubje@ed to arbitrary rule ; by the dread or
force of her viorious arms—But as fons,
arrived to mature age—entitled to diftin&
property,—yect conncéted, by mutual ties of
affe@tion and intereft, and united under the
common {upreme head.

The New-England Charter, was not con-
fidered, as an a& of grace, but a compad,

between the Sovereign and the firft paren-
tees.

L. Otzf
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OurFathers plead their right to the privi-
lege-of it, in their'addrefs to King Charles
the fecond ;—wherein- they fay— * It was
granted to - them, ‘their heirs, affigns, and
aflociates for ever; not only the abfolute
uic ana propriety of the tra&of land there-
in mentioned ; but alfo full and abfolute
power of governing all the people of this
place, by men chofen from among them-
felves, and according to fuch laws as they
fhall from time to time fee meet to make and
eftablifh, not being repugnant to the laws
of England—They paying only the fifth
part of the oar of gold and filver, that fhall
be found herc—for and in relpe® of all
duties, demands,exations and fervices what-.
foever”. And from an apprchenfion,that the
powers given by the crown to the four com-
miflioners fent here, wercin effeét fubverfive
of their rights and ‘government——they add,
— *“ We are carefully ftudious of alt-due
fubjection to your Majefty, and that not
only for wrath, but for corfcience fake.”

“ But it is a great unhappinefs to be re-
duced to {o hard a cafe, as to have no other
teltimony of our fubjetion and loyalty of-
tered us but this, viz. to deftroy our own
being, which nature 1eacheth us to prelerve;
or to yield up our libertics, which are- far

dearcs:
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dearer.to us than our lives———and which,
had we any fears of being deprived of, we
had never wandered from. our fathers houles
into thefe.ends of the. earth—nor laid out
our labors and eftates thetein.”

dﬂ
~ But all their humble addreffes were tono
purpofe.

.. As an honorable hiftorian obferves—“-At
this time Great-Britain, and Scotland, «&lpe-
cially, was fuffering under a prince inimical
to civil liberty: And New-England,without
a miraculous interpofition, muft expect 1o
fhare the fame judgments.” And indeed of
this bitter cup, the dregs were referved for
this people, in that and the fucceeding hap-
pily fhort, bur inglorious reign.

Our - Charter was diffolved, and de!"pofic
power took place.

Sir. EdmundAndros—a name never to be
forgotten—in imitation of hisRoyalMalter,
in wanton triumph, trampled upon all our
laws and rights.-~And his govarnment was
only tolcrable, as it was a deliverance from
the fhocking terrors of the more infamous
Kirk, -

E 2 Sir
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- 8ir Edmund at firll made high profeflions
of regard to the public good—-But it hds
been obferved,--- ¢¢ that Nero concealed his
tyrannical difpofition more years than Sir
Edmund and his creatures did months.”

But the triumphing of the wicked is often
fhort. |

The glorious revolution, under the Prince
of Orange, difplayed a brighter fcene to
Great-Britain, and her colonics. And tho'
no part of its extended cmpire did bear a
greater part in the joy of that memorable
event than this province,yet it was then ap-
prchended we were not the greateft fharers
in the happy eflcéts of it.

I truft we are not infenfible of the blef-
fings we then received, nor unthankful for
our deliverance from the depths of woe.

We fubmitted to the form of government
eftablifhed wnder our prefent Charter—truft-
ing, under God, in the wifdom and paternal
tendencfs of our gracious Sovereign----That
in all appointments referved to the crown, 4
facred regard would be maintained to the
rights of Britifh fubjeéts ;---and that the royal
car would always be open to cvery reafona-
ble requeft and complaint, It
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© Ttis far from my inténtion to. determine
whether there has béen juft reafon for unca-
finefs or complaint ¢n this account——But
with all fubmiffion, I prefume - the prefent
occafion will permit me to {fay,——That the
importance of his Majefty’s Council to this
people appears in a more confpicuous light,
fince the endeavors which have been ufed, to
render this invaluable branch of our con-
{titutioh, wholly depcident upon the chair.

Should this ever be the cafe, which God
forbid----Liberty here will ccafe.———This
day of the gladnefs of our hearts, will be
turned into the deepeft forrow. :

'The authority and influence of his Ma-
jelty’s Council, in various refpeéls, while
happily free from reftraints, is momentous :
our well-being greatly depends upon their
wifdom and integrity.

The concern of cleéting to this impor-
tant truft, wilc and faithful men, belongeth
to our Honored Fathers now in General Af-
{fembly convened.

Men of this chara&er we truft are to be
found, and upon fuch, and only fuch, we
prefume will the eye of the clettors be this
day, It
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- It is with pleafure that we fee this choice
in the hands of a very refpecable part of
the c.aomunity, and nearly interefted in the
effedts of it.

But our reliance, Fathers, undey God, is
upon your afhng in his fear.

God ftandeth in the aflembly of the

mighty, and perfe&tly difcerns the motives
by which you a@~——May his fear rule in
your hearts, and unerring counfel’ be your
guide. -

You have received 2 fure token of ref-
pe&t, by your being raifed to this high truft ;
—but true honor is acquired only by a&ting
in charater. '

Honor yourfelves, Gentlemen,---Honor
the council-board----your c¢ountry—--your
king---and your God, by the choice you
this day make.

You will attentively confider the truede-
fien of all civil government; and without
partiality, give your voice for thofe you
judge moft capable and difpofed to promote
the public intereft.---Then you will have the
fatisfaction of having faithfully difcharged

your
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your truft-—-and be fure of the approbation
of theMoft High. : |

The chief command, in this province, is
now devolved upon one of diftinguithed
abilities, who knows our flate, and naturally,
muft care for us—One, who in early life
has received from his country the higheft
tokens of honor and truft, in its power to
beftow. And we have a right to expeé,
that the higher degrees of them conferred
by our gracious Sovereign, witl operate thro’
the courfe of his adminiftration, to the wel-

farc of this people.

His Honor is not infenfible, that as his
power is independent of the people, their
fafety muft depend, under providence, upon

his wifdom,---juftice, and paternal tendernefs,
in ‘the excrcife of it.

It is our ardent wifh and prayer, that his
adminiftration may procure eafc and quiet-
nefs to himfelf, and the province.----And
having ferved his generation according to the
Divine will,---he may rife to fuperior ho-
noss in the kingdom of God.

When the ele&ions of this important day
are determined---what farther remains to be
undcrtaken
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podertaken. for the fecuring our. liberties~-m—

promoting peaceand good ordet-—and above
all--the advancement of religion—-the true

fcar,of God ‘thro* the land, wxll demand
the higheft attention of tthcncralAITcmbly.

~ We truft. the fountain of I ght, who gw—
eth wifdom frecly, will not fcatter darknefs
in your paths—-and that the day is far dif-
tant, when there fhall be caufc, jultly - to
complain----The foundarions.are deftroyed ;
wh:_u: czn the righteous do ?

Our prefent diftrefles,Civil Fathers, loudly
call upon us all, and you in fpecial, to ftir
up ourfelves in the fear of God Arife,
this .matter belongeth unto you, we alfowill
be with you, be of good courage and do it.

Whether any other laws are neceflarv for
this purpofe ; or whether there is a failure
in'the exccution ‘of the laws in being, I pre-
fume not to fay.---But with all due refpe&,
I may be permitted to affirm, thatno human
authority can enforce the pradice of religion
with equal fuccefs to your example.

Your example, Fathers, not only in your
publncadmmnﬁratmns but alfo in private life,

will bethe moft forcible law----the moft ef-
fectual
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:feftual means. to teach us the fear of the
Lord, and fo depart from evil." '

.. yThen, and not till then, fhall we be fres
indecd---being delivered . from the dominion
of fin, we become the true fons of God.

. | ‘ é . .
_The extent of the fecular power, in mat-

- ters of religion, is undetermined ;—but 3ll

. agree,—that the example of thofe in autho-
rity, has the greateft influence vpon the
manners of the people. |

We are far from pleading for any cftab-
-~ lithed mode of worfhip ; but an opcrative
fcar of God---the honor of the Redeemer,
the everlafting King-—according to his gofpcl.

We whole peculiar charge it is to inftru&
- the people, preach to little purpofe, while
~ thofe in an advanced ftate, by their pra&ice
fay—the fear of God is not before their
eyes.—Yet will we not ccafe to fcek the
Lord, till he come and rain down rightcoul-
ncfs upon us.

I truft, on this occafion, I may, without
offetncc—plead the caufc of our African
flaves ; and humbly propofe the purfuit of

X  fome
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fome effc&ual mcafurcs, at leaft, to prevent
the future importation of them.

- Difficultics infuperable, 1 apprchend pre-
*-vent an adequate remedy for what is- paft.

Let the time paft more than fuffice,where-
“"1n we, the patrons of liberty,have difhonor-
ed the chritian namec,—and degraded hu-
man nature, nearly to a level wnh the beafts
- that perifh,

~ Ethiopia_has long ﬂretchcd out her hands
~ to us—Let not fordid gain, acquired by the
merchandize of flaves, and the fouls of men
— harden our hearts againft her pitcous
moans. When Geod arifeth, and when he

- wvifiteth, what fhall we anfwer !

May it be the gloty of this provimce—
of thlS refpeétable General Affcmbly--and
we could wifh, of this fiflion, to lead in the
caufe of the 0ppreffcd.--'l‘ his will avert the
impending’ vengeance of heaven—procure
you the blefling of multitudes of your fel-
low men ready to perifh—Dbe highly approv-
cd by our common Father, who is no ref-
recter ¢ f perfons,—and we truft, an exam-
rle which would excite the highcft attention

of our {ifter colonies.
May



An  Eleflion-Sermon. 43

May we all, both rulers and people, in
this day of doubtful ecxpeation, know and
practice the things of our peace—and ferve
theLord ourGod without difquier, in the in-
heritance which he granted unto our fathers.

Thefe adventurous worthies,animated by
fublimer profpedts, dearly purchaled this
land with their treafure.~They and their
pofterity have defended it with unknown
coft,*—in continual jeopardyof thcir lives—
and with their blood.

Thro’ the good hand of our Gad upon
us, we have for a few years paft been dcli-
vered from the mercilefs fword of the wil-
dernefs, and enjoyed peace in our borders——
and there is in the clofe of our fhart fum-
mer the appearance of plenty in our dwcl-
lings ; but from the length of our winters,
our plenty is confumed, and the one half of
our neceflary labour is fpentin difper(ing ta
our flocks and herds,the ingatherings of che
foregoing feafon : And it is known tocvery
perfon of common obfcrvation, that few—
very few, cxcept in the mecrcantile way,—

F 2 from

@ Re it far from me, O Lord, faid the ancient Hero, that 1
thould do this ; is not this the hlord o} the men that went
in jeopardy of their lives ? therefore he would not dink -12.
~Will nut the Jike fentiments nie i 2 gengreus mind,

shrult into our Pu[rﬂlnﬂﬁl 3-——111--:
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from one generation to another, acquire
more than a neceflary fubfiftence, and fuffi-:
cient to difcharge the expences of govern-
ment, and the fupport of the gofpel—yet
content,and difpofed to lead peaceable lives.-

From mifinformations, only, we would
conclude, recent difquiets have arifen—they:
need not be mentioned—they are too well
known——their voice is gone out thro’ all
the earth—--and their found to the end of the
world. The enemies of Great-Britain:
hold us in derifion---while her citics and co-
lonies arc thus perplexed.

~ America now pleads her right to her pof-;-:'

feflions---which fhe cannot refign, while fhe
appréhends fhe has truth and juftice on her
fide.

Amecricans eftcem it their greateft infelici-
ty, that thro’ ncceflity, they are thus led to
plcad with their parent flate—the land of
their fore-father’s nativity, whofc intereft
has always been dear to them*-—and whofe
wealth they have increafed by their removal;
much more than their own.

They

9 Their loffes, and private expences, in watches, gunards and,’
garrifons for ther defence, and from contipval alarms—in
all their formax: wars—have greatly cxcecded the wbiu_:
ehaiges, | ' '
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“'They have-affifted in'fighting her battles,.
and reatl -enlarged hKer: cmpjrc—and God,
helping, w1ll yet extend it thro' the bound-,
lef%_dcfart, untlll it reach from fea to fea,

 'Fhey'glory in the' Britith conﬂltutton,
"dnd are abhorrent, to a man, ‘of the moft
diftant- thought of withdrawing their alle-
giance from their gracious Sovereign, and
becoming an independent ftate.

And tho' with unwearied toil, the colo-
nifts can now fubfift upon the labors of their
own hands ~which they muft be driven to,
when depmed of the means of purchafe,—
yet they are fully fenfible of the mutual
benefits of an equitable commerce with the
parent country ; and chearfully fubmit ta

1egulations of trade, produtive of the com~
mon Intercft.

Thefe their claims,theAmericans confider,
not as novel, or wantonly made, but found-
ed in nature—in compa@—in their right as
men—and Britifh fubjeéts The fame
which their fore-fathers the firft occupants
made, and afferted, as the terms of their re-

moval with their cffc&s into this wi.der-
nefs
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nefs *—and with which the glory andintercht
of their King, and all his dominiony, dre
connelted. |

May thefe ::ﬂarm'ing difputes be brought
to a jult and fpeedy ifflue—and peacc and
harmony be reftored.

- But, while in imitation of our pious forc-

fathcrs, we are aiming art the fccurity of our
libertics ; we fhould all be concerned to
exprefs, by our condud, thcir picty and vir-
tue. And in a day of darknefs, and gene-
ral diftrefs,-—carefully avoid every thing of-
fcnfive to God, or injurious to men.

It belongs notonly to rulers-—but {ubjeéts
alfo, to fet theLord alwgays before their face,
and act in his fear.

While under government, we claim a
right to be treated as men ;---we muft aét in
charaéter, by yielding that fubjcétion which

bcecometh us as men.

Lct every attempt to  fecure our liberties

be conduéted with a manly fortitude ; but
with

® It is apprehended. a greater facrifice of private interelt to
the public good, both of Great-Britain and the Cul nies,
hath at no time been made, than that «f the pa'nenc
raerchants, of this, and all the conlderable colanies, by
their non-importation agreement And whatever the
effcks may be, their names wiil be remembered with gra-
titude to the [aneit genciations, by all true fiicods o

Britais ang her Calornices,
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with that refpe&ful decency, which reafon
approves, and which alone’gives weight 1o
the moft falutary meafures.

Lzt nothing divert ug fromi the paths of
truth and peace, which are the ways of
God and then we may be fure that he
will be with us as hc was with our fathers
-—-and never leave nor forfake us.

Our Fathers, where are they --They look-
ed for another and better country, that is
an hcavenly. They were but as fojourners
here ; and have long fince refligned thefe their
eranfitory abodes, and are fecurely feated in
manfions of glory. They hear not ¢he
voice of the oppreflor.

We alfo arc all ftrangers on earth ; ‘and
muft foon, without diftin&ion, lie down in
the duft ; and rife nor, tll thefe heavens
and earth are no morc.

May we all rcalize the appcarance of the
Son of God, to judge the world in righte-
oufnefs;-<and improve the variowvs talents
committed to our truft ; that we may then
Jift up our heads with joy---and thro’grace,
reccive an inheritance which cannot be taken
away---even life everlalting.

A MEN. -



