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T HE

Rending of the VA TL at the
Death of CHRIST,

Mary XV, 3¢

_ﬁ_. ..tv fr ?’7 I Of Zf}.;é’ Té’?(?ﬁfé’ (227¢ AN
cont i twain, from the top to
e bottom

N this Chapter, which fell 1n
Courfe to be Read to Day,we
have an Account of the m:ck
Trial and Crucifixion of the
- Blefled JEsus, our Sacionr,
Many Prodzg:es attended His
Pafhon, that bemng it {elf the greateit
PlOdlg}T of all. One:.was the mira-
colous Darknef§ that was over tne
whole Land for three Hours. ¢ "[he
“Rays of our. Lord’s Dz'w'zz?f} alid

“the Glory of His God-Lead thone
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) Fhe Rend:nig of 15 Vail

At

« forth in that awful Darknefs. The
“ GOD of Nature fuffer’d, and the
< Courfe of Nature alter’d. Theoun -
“in the Firmament became ciofe
< Mowrner, and the whole Frame
¢ of Nature put ona Fis
iMrBurkit. <« por ] FT L L ¢ Now
“ the Scripture was fulfilled, Amos
“Q, 9, lwillcaufe theSun togodown
gt noon, and darken the Earih i
% 3he clear day. Ttwas afign oftae
«« Darknefs coming on the Fewf:
“ Nazion, now they were doing their
“utmoft to extinguifh the Suz o
“ Rishteonfnefs. The Day of 1he
“ 7,0 RD was coming on them,
“ day of darknefs and gloominefs. I
< was indeed aDecd of Darknefs they
““ were now doing 17 the face of the
“ Sun, which turn’d dark asit Welre
: “1n'Horror - at tit

i Nif,ffﬂﬂ?y in Loc. iﬁ E:{ecrab].e FEC-— 'E'r-
Refidesthis Prodigy i7the Heaverns,
+there were alfo others on the E.irih,
The Earth quak’d, the Rocks 7ént, 12
Graves opencd. "The Earthquake was

to 5 very great Degree of Terror, for
- e



51 the Death of Chrift.- 3

e Rocks wererent-by it.  Thus as
ool Tpeaks, The Earih fhock, 1h:
savens trembled the Sun and Moo
Lve:e dark, anid the Stars withdrew

i ﬂ)i??’iﬂg A Unrverfel Horror
mread it {elf over the Heavens and
Earm the Sz lolt it’s Light, and
could not fhine or ‘look upon the
Death of it’s Maker ? the Earih trem-
r]w ed under the Guilt of the Faif, and
Rocks lefs Obdurate than the. Hearts
of the Fews, rentiat it

And now to come to that particular
Inftance which the Texr prefents to
Lar Meditation ; The Vail of the Tem-
ik was rent in. rwain. from the top 1o
ite porrom. 'This alfo was altogether
jilraculows + for no Hand tore 1t, but
dle Invifi ble and Almight}f'One, the
pught Hand of GOD, or' the 1iime-
4inte Agency of His Haﬂy Angels.
¢ This was a Divine Sign and Tef’cl-
duony to the Prieffs more immedi-
sy, a multitude . of whom -were
iy atFerufalem to keep thePaffover,
20l vhohdd the chief hand m our

TPRT_} s Death, from 2 caufelels envy
- Hlld




Fhe Eending of the Vail

%
and ‘maiice, While therefore thyg
were Iﬂﬁ,/fmg in His Death, bf‘,}"o‘d
the Hand of GOD againft thom nf
their very Temple ; teanng, pm-
ning aud rezeling bothilen and
{his was elther to coavince them, ¢
to bardei ’em for ever.
The Criric's findt, and from thesf
Bp. Futi ...!-l obfc,rve That the Hj
breo Word ParckeiD, which we read
the V! (made by Mff zs 1 the 17
ZCIM?C‘M’) ]ﬂcnlﬁes Har dﬂﬁ:[.f ’J]’l 1)
sath made fome conclude that it wa
of a great thicknefs; and lome lay
Four Fingers thick+ Which make
it the more wonderful that it fhoul
be thus rent afunder. But the Pov
er which rent.the Rocks could calily
ear this.
Having {a1d thefe things for abTIEL
Introduétion, 1 would now for 1vour
Inftrattion, and to aflift your Dews
pion, pmpound thefe Four Enqurits:
1. What szzz this was?

2. What the Myflery and Signif-
cation of 1t was under the La..u

both intheTabernacle & Tcﬁzp’f.
2. What

=i




at the Death of Chrift,

2. What theRending of it fignifyed:
at the Death of our Saviour ?

¢. What the Ufe of this ‘Medita-
tion may be to us in our pre-
fent Devotions ?

1. What Vail of the Temple was this

~ which the Text may be {uppo-

~ {ed to {peak of?-

In Anfwer to which Enquury we
muft Oblerve, That there was, both
ntheTabernacle whichAlo/es rear’d
for the Ar£, and afterward in the
Temple which Soloamon built for 1t,
totn the dandfum, and the Senffum
Lmitarum, the Holy Place, and the
{loft toly.  'Tow Buch of thele there
diisa Var/ made by the Appoint-
rent of GOD 1 AMofes Tabernacie,
illed theOurward & the [nwardVail,
g'1thin the [nward Vail was the fe-
Q112 or nmoft Recefs, containing
§1c Sccrces and M) fieries of thatDif-
goniation. Here were the Mercy-
g, and the drk of the Covenani
¥ from the fight of the Priefts ; On-
i the ighPrieft once a Year enter'c
B thither, /¢il, on the Grear Day of
R-0ict00, ‘The




6 The Rending of the-Va:l

- The moft plain & exact Accour: §
of this matter 1sgiven us by the 4 §
poftle to:the Hebrews, in the Ninp 8
Chap. from the Jecond to.the fev.nm:
Verfe « For 1here was aLaborn
made the firft wherein was the Candl:
fHick,and the Table.f5 the flew-Lrend, §
which is called the Santtuary: (o
Hovry.) 4nd aftér-the SECONDS
' A 1L the Taternacle which is calld B
the HOLIEST OF ALL: Which hed
1he Golden Cenfer, and the 51k o) hel
Covenant overlaid round about with§
Go'dwherein was the Golden Fot tharf
bad fanna,and Aarons Kod that bua-g
ded, and the Tables of 1he Covenant ;g
And over it the Cherubims of Gy}
(hadowing the Dlercy [eat. Now when

thefe things were thys Ordatned, thet

PRIESTS WENT ALWAYS 1n10ibe
FIRST Tabernacle, accomplifling i}
~ ferviceof G OD: Bur imio the SE-)
(OND went 1he High Frieft aione
snceevery lear, not wrbokt Boo. §
2. .

The Divine Order for the nipLe
of this [rward Vail ( the arber beiqu_,
Tane

:

|



at 1he Death Of CLNﬂ N 7
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e Tent) we have Exvod.26.31-~~-34.
And thon fhalt make a Vail of bilue
hnd purple,and fcariet and fine twined
Linen, and cuniizng work : with Che-
rubims [ball it be made: —— that
thoy mayeft bring in thither within
thel'ail the Ak of the Teftimony : and
the Val thall divide umro you berween
1z Holy Place @»d the Moft Holy..
- In Solomon’s Temple we exprefly
ead of his care to keep unto this Or-
(e : Namely, Thathe made a Par-
inont befere the Oracle, ¥ Kingsb.21.
1Which Partition or Entring of the
\Uracle bad doors of Olrve tree, and
fion tiem carvings of Cherubims,ver.
' But before thele a Vazr alfo:
j: Chron. 3. 140 And be mad. the
g 2l of blue and purple, and crimfon,
j ol fine Linen, and wrought Chern-
W15 1hereon,

k Now of this Inward Vail we {up-
111t 15 that the Text {peaks 5 for
400 e have but a very General Ac-
Jeont of the Form of the fecond Tem-
4, vet we muft needs think it
f‘ fram’d




8  The Rending of the Vail

feam’d after thedlodel of the Firfis :
more efpecially in thefe firft and §
chief Divifions of it,. the Holy Play, §
and the Mo Holy,and a Va1l of Par. §
tition between them.
Within this Vai/ the High Priei §
Himfelf might not go at plealure§
Lev. 16. 2. Speak to daron thy bre-§
ther, that be come not at allzimes o}
1he Holy Place within 1he Vail,bejor|
the Mercy / eat,wbich 18 upon the Ark |
that be die not. Tito the Holy Place
withour the Vail, the Prielts went
every day to erder the Lamps and tc
burn Incenfz Morning and Evening: ’
But the Holy of Holies bemg the Pre- |
fmce Chamber of the Great GOD
(as Bp. Patrick fpeaks ) none mmight
enter it but His principal Munitter,
nor He but according to the Divinej
Appointment,which was once aY ear|
We muft fuppofe then fome a7
ing or Curtein of great Thicknefs anc
of Mot cxrions Workmanthip, fome
thing like what was i Solomsn :
Temple and in the Tabernacle whitt

Mefes tear’d, which cover'd and
parted




at the Death of Chrift. 9

arted the Holy of Holies 1n the Se-
ond Temple from the {Holy Place,
vherein the Priefts ufed daily toOfhi-
iate. Or if we fhould think 1t only
9 Wall or Pagtition '
mide of Stone, asDr. I See his Tarae

v~ Pliafz on Mat, 2
nond feems to £ 27
Huiv feems t 5. and Amota.

dink itll, the Mz on Luke 23, &%
e & the Myfiery 3 &0
is the {ame.

1I. Wherefore in the Second Flace,

et us Enquire Whar was the Myltery
r Signification of this Vail in the Ta-
wrnacle and Temple of Old?

Every thing almoft i that Lege/
ifpenfation had its Spiritual Mean-
g and Significancy, Jfhadowing out
lime Gofpel Truth, or Typifying
{omething of thePerfon,Othices,States
i Benefits of CHRIST. Particular-
I this Vail of the Temple did {ha-
Qlow forth,

V 1. The Humane Nature of our Lord
ofus Chrift, adorned with Heavenly
4Gt € Graces,as that was wrought
duith the moft exquifite A72,in vart-

s Colonrs and of the finell Threa
' B Hep




to  2Dhe Rending of the Vail

tfernce the Apoftle to the Hebrey §
ipeaks of agreater and more perfei §
Tabermcle, not made with Hzmds i |
of the fume Building with the Old
Heb.o. 11. Which many Expofi o |
enderftand of that immediate Work]
of GOD & Power of the Higheit, the)
Huymang Nature of CHRIST 5 1t be-]
ing of a Irai fwﬂdmt Cn’zzz‘zoz nd|
D 1fc€rl fuited for the Divine Na
sure in the Perfon of the SON of GOD
dwel/in.  But more fully yet and
c wreﬂy doth theApofle {peak m the
next (bapter,Heb.1o.20. By a new?t
fiv.ng w:zy which He bath ) confecrated
for us thro’ the VAIL, that 7s to fay,
His Flefp., Sothen His Flefh 1s call ed
the Var' becaufe as within that Vail
was of Old the Dwelling
. Outram. f’ ¢ of GOD, * Soin Chift
Saiifo P 31 dyeelt the GOD-bead bo.
dily. ‘\nd as the G ory of the Loxd
dwelt between the her zzbzms over the
Mercy Seat within that Vail fo dad 1t
trulvrefide on Chrift, whofe Glory
wwas beheld as the Glory of the onlj
begaten of 1ie Father, full of Cract
‘ A1l

w




at the Death of Chrifi, 11

[md Tiuth, And as the Vai/ was a
piece of W orkmanthip of great Art
and Price s {o bere was hid all the
Coft & Treafure of Hea-

ven T.Th.1-bore the Cha- ! f i
racters of'flﬂgc’;’imf Ho- ;i_;_mm 3
linefs 1n the Cherubims

wio't upon ity This had the Spirit of
Holine[s without Meafure the Bright-
nefs of 1he Fathers Glory., 'The Vail
‘bore the Images of Angels, the Alaz
(brift Fefus had their Attendance,
Mimftrations, wworfhip & Obedience
sways with Him, and another Day
He will come 1n the Glory of the Fu-
 iher wath all the boly dngels.Finally,
| asthere was no Entry mto the Holy
| of Holies, but thro’ the Vail {o neither
115 there any Emﬁzzm‘e 17to Heaven
L but by the Faith 1n the Incarnation
 and Death of the Son of GOD.

{ 2. The Vail before the moft holy
f Place held forth the Gofcurity Imper-
| felbion, &5 temporary Intention of 1he
 [egal  Inflitnrions or Difp:nfation.
{ The Way into the Holeft was nor yer
| made manifefl as the Apoftle explans -
-; 52 the




12 The Rending of the Vail

the thing to us,Heb.9.8.The HolyGly
this fignifying ({ays he exprefly)]
while ay the firft Tabernacle was yr§
flanding, which was a Figure for 1}
time prefent. The Covenant & th§
Law.the Ark & the Tavles of Teflim:§
ny,were vailed to them. They fav
but a /ist/e way 1nto the Covenant df
Salvation & the Commandments g
GOD ; to what GOD intended Man]
kind fhould do. and we aGually now
do by the Goipel. What the dApofi
{ays of the Vail on Mofes face, we
may apply to that before the Mers;
S¢at, Thar the Children of Ifrael conl
nor feeunto the end of the Legal Ad-
mimftration.

TheVails fignified (fays theLearned
Witftus ) that there were Myfterics
yet hidden under the Ceremonial
Worfhip & Obfervances,which as the
£eople, {o neither the Fricfts them-
ielves could arrive to the clear difcer
ming of. It was their great advantage
compared to the reft of theWorld, that
they had thefe Shadows of Chrift the
Saviour, hut they {aw into them but
very darkly & imperfetly. 3

o L S =)

e



at the Death of Chrift, 13

2. The Vail before the moft Holy
Place was to the Church then, s 1be
Vifible Heavens are to ws a Covering
i/ the Heavenly Glory from us 5 Sig-
nifyig bow little of Heaven can e
known 1% this Life by the bolieft an'l
moft mproved Worfbippers of G O D,
TheVilibleHeavens are but as a Vail
that cover the Third Heavens from
mortal Eyes. Within are the Things
Invifible & Inacceflible in thefe mor-
tal Bodies. There 1s the Liohr which
no man can approach unfo and live.
[f'the Face of Mofes needed a Vail
when his §4:1 fhone how do we need
one between us & the Faceof GOD,
Whom no Dan bath feen or can [ee.
The Vail made the Holy Place the
more awf#! & venerable s How great
are the bidden things of GOD ¥ which
Eye hath not feen, nor Ear heard,
neither hath 1t enter’d into the Heaxt
of man to conceive of. |

In Heaven within the Vail 15 the
Throne of Glory |, and the
Mercy Seat of GOD 3 Here | Dr. Oui.
are the Cherubims,the Ce- "™

B 3 ~ leftial



14 The Rending of the Vail

leftial Minifters fanding In the D
vine Prefence 3 Hence came the O

racles oF the Lmnf'f GOD to us, and”
here 1t 1sthat Samts loock for the Per-

fe@ion of Knowledge Holinels & Joy.
The Vyihle Heavens are the Vail

thro’ wmch our High Frieft hath en-
tred unto the Prefen{'e & right Hand |
6f GOD, and whither our Faith en
ters after Him. Heb.6. 19.Which Hape
we have as an anchor of zhe, SJoul, both
Jure & [tedfaft, and which entretl in
20 that within the Vaily whither the
.Foz erunner # Jor us ents ed, even Fe-
Js, Our Life is now bid with Chrif
i G0D within that Vail. The Val
tmd of fome moft Excellent & Glo-
rious things within 1t, T s
¥ Witfus,  the beautiful Heavens over
us do fuggeft to us the Glo-
ries of the Place above it, the Excel-
lcney of its Inhabitants, & the Im-
menfity of GOD whole Palace it s

111, Ipafs nOW 10 En*‘luire W hat
:he Rending o] Cthis Vail of the Tmf’e
2t 0e hf'(’i“**’) ufﬂ’f) Savicar i "'r j’t._f

"
E':."‘ﬁ;" ! .E ”L' T,



af the Death of Chriff. 14

¥ 1. It certamnly and eminently fig-
ified the Opening of Heaven unio
iancrs by the Death of Chriff. The
a1 that had cover’d thePlace which
fr2sthe Type of Heaven, rent to fig-
hufy that now Heaven was indeed
opened to us, which we by Sin had
ithut & barr’d agandt our {felves, Now
was held forth the Propitiation thro
! Faith in His Blood, at the fhedding
f whereof theVail which before hid the
& Mercy-Sear,or Propitiatory flew open.
f Then the Gates of Heaven open’d of
B their 0w accord.
8 2. The rending of the Vail {figni-
8 fed the Crucifixion of the Saviour,
8 the rending of His Humanity, even
8 of His holy Soul from the Body. While
¥ the 7ews with wicked hands were do-
#l ing this on His Crofs, GOD rent the
N Type of His Flefb or Humanity: To
g tell us, that thro’ His torn Flefh, His
¥ broken Body was indeed the Way,
f and the only way to Heaven: Thar
¥ there 15 Salvation 1mao otber, but in
f the Cructfied fefus, by whom Life
b d Lmmortality is bro't to light.
; 3. The
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3. The rencing the Vail at Chnf
Deatn j*/aiﬂ[y declared Him to e IL;
rrue Fiph Prieft, entring fir is f),’fj
Heaven by bis owen Blo.d 5 There:
makelnercelfion for nshaving mue
Aronemens for Sim by the Sacyihced)
Him{elf.

SO lO]lg ‘i‘he .H;:g FJ P?‘ I f,:!? jj from ﬂli‘
days of silsfes, had once a Year gon
within the Va:/, with the bloed of
dacrifices, and now the Vail rentan
twain to figmify the Completion of
that Action or Sacred Rire in Jelus
the Great Antitype, the High Prieftof
sur Profeilon, whofe blefled Spirit
was that moment Afcendizng unto
GOD, entring nto 1ne Holy Place ot
made with bands., Heb. 9. 24. Fur
Clrift & not entred intothe bolyPlaces,
made withbands, which are the Figures
of 1he true, but into Heaven it [elf,
Aot 10 appear inthe prefence of Gol
jor us,

4. The rending of the Vail {igni-
fyed the Effcacy of 1he Sacrificeant
Death of Chrift, as the Confummation
and Completion of all ibat 1he Law bat

Jieur'd,




ot the Death of Chriff. 19

figurd in the Offering up the Body of
FESUS once for all. To Him the
Priefthood look’d, to Hlim the Sucri-
fiees; and now that He had ofter’d
up Himfelf without {pot unto GOD,
being Himfelf hoth Prcft & Sacrifize,
the Vail rent i token that the Prieft-
hood and Sacrifices were compleated
in Him, and were to ceafe hence-
forth & expire s were at an end mHis
Death, & had anfwer’d all their End.
s. The rending the Vail fignifyed
a0D’s !ﬁd'vsﬂg that TC?}EP.‘I{?, 1he Abro-
gatici of the Ceremonicl Law, and ibe
sholiftment of the Legaliorfhin The
Mofaic Inftitution and Difpenfation
camne to a Period. The Sacred Aly-
freries of the Temple were now pro-
fan'd, and laid m common with the
wide World 5 which was to {ay, that
no more at this Temple nor yer at fe-
rufalem fhowld men v.orfhiptheFath.r ;
(that this fhould no longer be the fip-
sular place of Worfhip) but that d:c ‘
true Worfhipers fhould hereafter/t/or-
foip the Fatber 101 Sparie, and in Triub,
all the World over. Fob. 4.23. They
| might
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might hold on their Sacrifices, Offer. |
ings, Wafhings & manyCeremonie §
but no more were they the Religiy |
of GOI. * A more Spiriteal Worfh |
was now to fucceed, and the Cerem; §
. nial Lat to oblige no longer. ?"
The Ta/mudifls havea known Stopf
of the flying open of the Doors of thef
Temple one Night of their own Ac
cord,about Forry Tears before theDe-
ftruction of Ferufalem, and of aVoic
which was then heard Mzgremus hin,
let us go hence. fofepbus allo relates
fomething of the {ame Nature, That
the Brazen Gates flew open witha
mighty Nozfe, in fuch a manner a
{carce Twenty Men could have flung
them open. Whatever there may be
in thefe Storzes,yet of this Prodigy in
" the Texr we are certain, & what lefs
coud 1t mean, than

1. The vreaking down the Parrition
Wall berwseen Few & Gentile, and the
cealing of the Temple Service, & thofe
narrow Limits of the Church which

1t was calculated for.
2. The Repelfion of the Jews, & GOD:
007
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singforth to the Gentiles. GOD rent
hat People & Nation from that time
omHimfelf eheir Iniquity being full.,
To be {ure the Jews could put no

other {enfe upon this Prodigy,if they
wow'd at all attend unto the Nature
and Circumftances of the Sig#z, than

1. That 1t was a high Teftimony
i the Anger & Difpleafure of GOD,
fir fome greatSin or other. Hol.5.14.
[wll tear and S50 away,

| 2. That 1t was a Charge of fome
Nattonal & Publ ckGuilt upon them.

{ 2. That 1t was a Threatning of {ome
 Piblick Fudgment, an Omen of fome
| freadfullV e ampending over them.
{ 4. That the Judgment threatned
4 (id peculiarly relate unto their Ec-
dcefiaftical tate,would break upon the
§ lemple, aftet theiwr Church State, &
j inke at their Covenant Relation to
160 D |

§ 5. That what ever the Judgment
{ mpending were, it was forhis very
i Lact of rbeirs, the blood of rDar Tnno-
qent O JuftPerfon who was now Ex-
g on the (7ofs, and had been 2
: Prophe:

|
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prophes mighty 1nWord € Deed among |
them : Who had told ’em that He ws |
the So7 of GOD, & came forth fron §
Him to teach men theWay of GOD: |
Who had led a moft holy Life among
them, Preach’d moft holy & Sublimg
Truths to em, wro't many glorious)
Miracles before them 5 but had alft
freely reprebended their Errors andf
Corruptions, and elpecially thwarted|
their darling Traditions about thePer-
fon & Manner of the appearance o
the Meffiab. Upon all which they
might have inferr’d again,

6. That the Prodigies at the Crua:

fixion of JESUS, and efpecially thi
Rend of the Vail, call’d them as by 2

loud voice from Heaven to Mourning
¢ unto Repentance for this flagitis
deed s at which Heaven rentits Gar-
ments,1 may fay more Fudacio, alter
the manner of the Fews when they
heard Blafphemy fpoken,or when they
aw fome Enormous deed done of
which they would exprefs their De-
tcflasion, So did Heaven at this ther
Impions 4ff.  Lately the Hi‘gi:-Pr;ejé
M
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adrent bis clothes at-our Saviours af -
fuming theGlory to Him{elf, of being-
the Son of GO D and Fudge of the.
World 5 he tore his Robe, and faid, Te
have beard bis Blafphemy : And now
when for this true and good Confeffon
they had adjudg’d the Lord of Glory
to be worthy of Dearh, & with wicked
hands had crucified and flain Him,
GOD rent the Vail of His Temple at
their Blafphemy of His SON, and
lall'd them to rend their Hearts for
vhat they had-done,or He would rend
e from Himfelf for ever.

4 Indeed it could mean no lefs, and
the dire  Event has provid it. God
yas rent the Covenant of Peczliarity
Bintwain, & caft off bis People 1n high
IIndignation & Wrath, unti they re-
vt & Jook unto Him whom they bave
Vicrced and mowrn, .
Inthe loft pluce, o

| 6. The rending theVail of theTens-
Ble fignified, the laying open the My-
8evies of our Salvation to the Light &
Widerflanding of all Orders & Degrees
b People, of vibatever Nation O Lan-
: C £nage,
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guage, It fignified that 7o more Thould |
DivineTruths be cover'd or wrapt up §
in Figures & dark Shadows,in Types, §
Qg'remniei‘ and carnal Qrdinances ;|
"That now there {honld be more Light |
among Men, and a clear Revelation|
oF what was before vail’d & obfcurd ]
‘Phat now with apez face men fhould |
behold the Glory of the LorDj the
vailed Ark & Teftimony & Mercy- |
cet - the Sacrifices, Wathings & Pu-
fifications of the Lew, fhould be now
Explain’d in the Gofpel of Chrift s in|
all their SpiritualMyftery ; the Types |
be all Interpreted in the Great 4nti-
2ype.and the Shadows in the Subftance,
Now is theVail taken away 1n the)
Reading of vhe Old Teflament : 2 Cor. |
7.14.And tho'it 7czzains on the minds |
of the blinded Fews, untaken away)
unto this day, yet to Us 1t 15 done a-|
way 122 (lrifl. What the Fews could|
not {ee to the end of by reaton of the)
Vail ont. Mofes face, 1s now made ]
nifefs by the zzppedriﬂg of our Savionr:
P ;

' PR BT A
pppe L,
> - v

At



at the Death of Chiiff. 25

IV.It remains now only toEnquire,
0f what USE all this may be 10 us in
ot prefent Devotsons 2 And, .

1. It ferves greatly toConfirm and
Strengthcn oxrFaith in 1he Lord7ef. #s
(hrift, as the Son of GO D and the
trie Medfiah, and the World’s Judge
and Savieur. - Ifthe Fews would not
be convinc’d -by the Preternatural
Darknefs; the Farth’s quaking . the

Rcks rending, the Uraves opening,
iand the Fails tearing in twain; yet
It Us with the wnprejudic’d Cenru-
mon and his Guard,, when they {aw
|thefe Prodigies, readily ery out, —
\Truly this s the Son of GOD.. Let us
receive thisWitnefs & Teftumony of
160D concerning Chrift,and obferve
the Fudical Hardnefs on that mifera-
ile Nation, who wow'd not believe &
iemble, tho’ the Earth fbook under
ithem, and the Sun over them turn’d
dinto blacknefs. O let not our Hearts.
be more Obdurare, than the Rocks?
1.2t not the Vae/ of Unbelizf blind us.
| 2. Isthe Vail rent, 8¢e whar we owe
yo10the Dearh of Chrifl, and bow wor~
C 2 1hy




" @ma. The Rending of 1heVail
shy 7t 4 of our Soleann, Lontinual and
Foeriafling Resembrance. That Death
which has bro’t us #7¢b to GOD, and
into a Covenant-Relatzon to Him
under the Adoption & the Promifes
that Death which has finifhed Tranf
greflion & putan end toSin, anda
bolithedDeath ! thatDeath which has
blotted ‘out the Hand-writing of Or-
dinances that was againft us and cop»
rary to us, & took it out of the way,
nailing it to HisCrofs! that Deaid
which has #nzeiled the Law & Abro-
gated it, fulfilled & fimifhed 1t5 fo
that the Knowledge of 1t now 1t cea-
ies, 15 more profitable to us than the
very Burden'of the Ob{ervances was
unto them who of old bare 1t:  Let
us with Admiratipon; Love, Joy, and
Thanksgiving,- thew forth this Blel-
{fed DEATH, and with adoring Souls
{ee how the Vail bis Flefh was rent
and torn, His-Body broken for us.
3. Let- us:vend our Hearts in 1he
fenfe of our-S1nsan Spiritual Mourn-
ing, 1 Godly-Sorrow, in tears ofCon

1ration, 1n Agonies of Supplication.
Shal

-
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[hall the Rocks be more fenfible pe-
betiable,fofter & more y1elding than
ur Hearts> See what 8:i has done 1
< what theWrath &Juftice of Heaven
;. cxprefs’dagain{t it ! how the Hea-
loens have mourn’d 1t i Sable dark-
aefs tand the Earth trembled in Hor-
ror at the Guilt & Punmifhment of 1t
and thall not Sinners themfelves dif-
Holve inTears ! Let me for the Phra-
ifes fake addrefs younow i the [7s-
-w ts Words, Joel 2.12,13. Tlerefcr:
R0 novs /. siththe LORD Jurnyeev:n
:J f”t’ with allynm Hean‘ and with |
j.f1ing, & with weeping 65 with mourn-

-_f 1, 21d RENT your Hearts —.

§ & Is the Vall vent, Ler us be very
; rwl ful for our ngb: under the Gof-
f1:, The Light from Heaven 1s broke
girth uponus.  The Obfcurity of the
412w 15 pone,and the tgue Light now
ghineth. The Prophets & righteous
f)len of old defered to have {een cur
¥Days s for us they knew they Pro-
fhefl ed to whem the Felicity of the
Bilkddys Kingdom s referved, how-
over w) orthy we are of the Grace
where:n
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wherein we ftand. Our Father 4brs
ham {aw our Day, and blefs’d it, but
we 1t may be are little fenfible of ou;
Privilege. [fazabPropheficd of it with
Txtadie &Tranfport,Ifu.60.1.2. #rife
fhine, for thy Lighi is come, and the
Gloryof the LORD isrifen upon thee:
~—— sad 10e Gentiles fhall com: 19
10y Ligzt & Kings 10 the Brig! tnefs
of why Hifing. The Face of Alofeswas
alorious, but veil’d the Face of Jesus
snove Glorious & Unveiled,  Let us
iclieve & walk in His Light.

5. Is the Vail rent, See our incx-
cufale Guilt if we remain in Darke
nefs, This 1s the Condemnation, that
Light 1s come into the World, but!
men love Darknefs, The Timesdf
Ignorance GOD winked at, but now;
He calls all Men every where to Re-
pent. Thefeis who rejeCtedCHRIST
aid 1t ignorantly,as tothe oenerality,
oi tnem, for if they bad known they
would not have crucifi-d the LORD of
of Glory s Butif We now reject Him,
atter the Conviction which we have
i cwrConfeiences that He 3e the S

e b

.

f !
4 ] 1



]

of GOD, wedoit moft Prefimpty-
oufly & Audacioufly. Joh. 1522, *7f
[bad nor come & froken unto.them,
they bad not had fin 5 but now 1he ) Date
10 cloke Jor their fin, Heb. 16.26,27,
28, For if we fin wilfully after thar
we have recerved the knowledge of 1he
Truth, thare remaineth no moyre facr;-

fue for fins s but acertain fearful look-
g for of Fudgment & fiery Indipnat -
mwhich fhall devour the Adverfarics -
e s def pif edﬂfgﬁf\rLaw dyed with-
ut mercy, under£woor three witnef-
fesy Of bow much forer punifbment
fippafe ye fhall be be tho't worthy. who
uth trodden ~under foot the Son of
00 D, 2 Cor. 4. 3, 4. Byt
f our Gofpel be bid, it is hid to
e that are loft, i whom the God of
s World bas blinded 1he minds of
e that believe aot, left the light of
ie glortons Gofpel of CHRIST, who
i the Image of GOD, fhowld fhine into
e,

6, Is the Vail rent, Ler us then
hrove t bzzﬂﬂ’!ﬁt[_/y & zealou/] y thel -
ety of Praver. "Hiebto.1o,20. Ha-

o ving

as1e Death of {}’rf};';:jt?r Ny
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ving therefore, Bretbrem, boldnefs 16
enter into the Holic[t by the Bload of
FESUS, by a nceo and hroing way-
whieh H E bath confecrated fer us
1hro’ the Vailthat 15 to fay His Fichh .
e Let s draw near with a 17
Heart, 11 full affurance of Faub, &c
Let us pray every where, pray -
ways, pray without ceafing. Let us
~pray in Feith, having an High-Pricf
iy Heaven, Entred within the Vail,
G OD promis'd-under the Laz:, Lev.
16, 2. 1 will appedr i the Clond upen
the Mercy-Seat. This Cloud 1s under-
ftood by moft Learned Expafirors ot
the Smoke of the Incenfe which the
High-Prieft burnt in the moft Hoj
Place 5 and accordingly Byp. Patrick
renders it, I wi/l be approached in :
Cloud, {c1l. of Incenfe.

We have Boldnefs to enter, {ays
the Apoftle. “Not as Aaron uncer
| -~ “the Lew, with fear &
* Hemy in < drepd left he die *
Lev. 16, 2.,

We may enter the

“ Holielt .every Day, Heonly onccs
“denr, While the Mallifeﬂatjgllﬁf
0

>
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« of GOD’s Prefence & Grace ware
« ft:ﬁﬁ,’)ie, It was meet they {houl‘@l
«he Confir'd and Refery’d ; becaude
« that Objells .of fenfe the moye. i
« miliar they are made, the /efs.aw-
“fyl and delightful they become ;
«’hut now our Approaches to GOI
« are pyrely Spirisual, tis fag ather-
« wife 5 for the Objeits of Feith the
« more they are convers’d with; tire
« more doth their Greatnefs & Good-
“ nefs appear. We go to the Holy
“ Place not made with Hands, and!the
“oftner Faith carries us -ghither,
“ the more Welcome we are. Thusal-
“ ready by Faith we aré made to iz
“topether inHeaveniyFluces by Chriff
“ Yefus. . In fhort, Aaron muftnot
“ come near at all tumes delt he die;
|“ We mult be ever coming that we
1“ may /ive : It 1s Diftancé only that
14 35 our Death.

| 7. And laftly, Is the Vail rent,
Lt s then nor veft in the Qutward
4, the Extérnal Exercife and Form
o\ Worfbip,or ima Vifible ChurebState s
fwr let s be Inward & Spiritual, ox-

£rfing
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ercifing a lively Faith in the [nterce.
fion of our Lord Fefus Chriff withn
the Vail. We may not truft n ouf
Covenant Relatton to GO D, 1n Hi;
Name on us, nor i a Newe i Hi
Church : We'muft not reft in Daties
and QOutward Obfervances, crymg
The Temple of the LORD; the Templ;
of the LORD are thefe : But let u:
draw near witha zru¢ Heart, fprink
led from an cvil Confcicnce, and our
Bodies wafb.d as with pure water., Let
us look within the Vail to Jesus the
Forerunner and High Prieff over ile
Houfe of G O D.  Strong let be our
Faith in His Death and the Power
of His Refurection.  Let s worfpis
GOD inthe Spirst, and rejoyce in
Curist JESUs, and have #0 Cons
Jidence in the Flefb,

FINITS



